
4 

' I - I  
STATEMENT OF SCREENING FOR APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 
OF A PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT CLONSHAUoH BUSINESS PARK, 

CLONSHAUOH, CO DUBLIN 

IN L ~ E  WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF ARTtCLE 6{3) OF THE 

€U H A w m r s  DIRECTIVE 

February 20x9 



TABLE OF C O N T E ~ ; ? ~  ... 

INTROwaIoN 3 
Background ..-_..........-._..-_ .. ....-.-... ................ *...... ....... -........ ........................ I....l,,n.n.PHII.I........j 

Regdatory c o r n  I I t  I...... ".*.".V 7 I...... "....'......."la 3 
METWWLWY 7 
4ppmprlsta ksessrnwt 7 
Oerk Sdtw *" ,-......... 9 

scRawN6 50 

P,walopthe).rt-Oewiptbn ........................................................................................................ ..:.. m 

.................. .................. ...... ................ ........... 

................................................................................................................ 
.......................... ............. ........................................................................... 

$bLodm~ and.S-mndimg Environment .......... ...I..1....... ...... ,.-..,..., .... 
NatumNOo sibs tdmtified ....................................................... n.. ...................................... 3 .... 15 
tmpacl- 
Fhdhg ofNoSkJm#t ~............1....1.............l.......~*.**..................... 25 

......... a 
t...... ............................................ n~....i.............r... ......................................... 2% 

A P P R o P R u l E A s K s s m E w r ~ ~  26 

- .- 



1 INTRODUCTION 

1 . I  6ACKGROUNO 

Article 6 of the EW Habitat's Directive (Council Olrectlvc gz43(EEC) requires that all plans 

and projects be screened for potential impacts upon Special Areas of Conservation (SAG) or 

Special Protection Area5 (SPAS). The a h  of this screening process is to establish whether or 

not a full Appropri- Assessment of the proposed plan or project is necessary. 

A comprehensive assessment of the potential impas on European designated sites of a 

proposed deve-t In Clonshaugh Business Park, Clonshaugh, Dublin 17 was carried out 

in February 2019 by Noreen Mdoughlin, MSc, MCIEEM of Whitehill Environmental. This 

=sment allowed areas of potential ecdoglcai valw and potential ecological constraints 

associated with the development to be identified and R also enabled potential ecdogical 

impacts awclated with the facittty to be assessed and mitlgated for. 

The location of the proposed development is within iokm of sltes designated under 

European Law. As such and in accordance with Article 613) of the EU Hsbitafs Directive 

(Council Oirective g21qaEEC) regarding Appropriate Assessment, this screening exerdse for 

Appropriate Assessment war cartied out In order to Iden* whether any slgniflcant impacts 

on designated sites are likely. This exercise will also determine the appropriateness of the 

proposed project, in the context ofthe conservation status ofthe designated sites. 

I .2 Rt6ui~rorv  CONTEXT 
RELEVAHT LEGALISATION 
The Birds Directive (Council Directive 7914agfEEC) implies that particular protection is given 

to 5 k s  (Special Protection A m 5 )  which support certain bird specie listed in Annex I of the 

Directive and that surveys of dewtopment sites should consider the status of such species. 

The €U H a k m  Directive (g214dEEC) gives protection to sites (Special Areas of 

Conservation) which support pareicular habitats and species listed in annexes to this 

dkctive. Artides 6(3) and 6(4) of this Directive call for the undemking of an Appropriate 

Assessment for plans and projects likely to have an effect on designated Ate, This is 

explained in greater detail in the bllowing section. 

l'he Wildlife Act 1976 (and ib amendment of 2000) provides protection to most wild birds 

and animals. Interference with such species can only occur under licence. Under the act it is 

an offence to "wilfully interfere with or desboy the M i n g  place or resting place of any 
protected wild animal". The basic designation for wildlife Is the Natwat Heritage Area 
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AP tROPRIAfE ASS€SSMtNT AND THE HABITATS DIRECTIVE 

OirKtive gd43lEEC on the Conservation of Natural H a b i  and Wild Fauna and Flora -the 

'Habitats Directive' - provides legal pmtm3bn for habitats and species of European 

importance. Article 2 of the Directive requires the rnaimtmance or retoratbn of habitats 

and rpecies of European Community interest' at a favourable conservation status. Article5 3 

- g provide the legislative means to protect h a b M  and specks af Community interest 

through the establishment and conservation of an EU-wide n m r k  of sites known as 
Numm 200~1. Natura i m  slttes are Speclat Areas of Consenration (SAG] designated under 
the Habitats Directhe and Special Protection Areas (SPAS) designated under the 

Comenratron of Wlld Birds Directive (791409/EEC). 

Articles 6(3) and q4) ofthe Habitats Directive sers out the decision-making tests for plans or 

projects affecting Natura 2000 sites. Artrcle 6 0  establishes the requirement for 

AppropriateAssesrment 

"Any plan OT project not drrecdy connected with or necemary to the management of the s'ke 

but lihly to have a signfflcant effect thereon, either individually or in cmbinatlon with 

other plans OT projects, shall be subject to appropriate assesunent of its implications forthe 
site in view of the Site's conservation objectives. In the IIght of the concludons of the 

asstssment of the implications h r  the site and subject to the prwisions of pngnph 4, the 

competent natlonal authorities shall a p e  to the plan or pject  only after hwfng I 



Article 6(4) deals with the steps that should bE! taken when it k determined, as a m l t  of 
appropriate a m m e n t ,  that a ptanlproject will advarsdy a m  a European site. lswes 

dealing with alternative solutions, imperattve reasons of overrldlng pubtk Interest and 

compensatory measures need to be eddresed in this case, 

ARicfe 6(4) states: 

V, in splte of EI negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of 
altematlve sdutlons, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried aut for imperatk 

m s  of overriding puMic interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the 

Member S m s  shall take a l  compensatory measures necessacy to ensure that the overall 

coherence of Wra 2000 is protected. It shall inform the Commission af the compensatory 

meawes adopted, 

Where the site concerned hosts a priority natural habitat type andlor a priority species, the 

only considerations which may be raised are t h e  relating to human health or public safety, 
to beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment w, further to an 

opinion from the Commlsslon, to h e r  imperative reasons ofwerridlng public Interest." 

THE APFROFRIATE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
The alm of Appropriate Assessment Is to assess the irnptkatlons of a proposal In respect of a 

site's conservation objectives. 

Appropriate Assessment is an assessment of the potential effects of a proposed plan - 'in 

combination' with other plans and projects - on one or more European sites. The 

'Appropriate AEsessmenr itself ts a statement wfikh must be made by the competmt 

authority which says whether the plan affects the integrity of a European site. The actual 

prucess of determining whether or not the plan will a f k t  the site is also commonly referred 

to a5 'Appropriate Assessment'. 

If adverse Impacts on the site cannot be avoided, then mltlgatlon measures should be 
applied during the Appropriate Assessment process to the paint where no adverse impacts 

on the slte remain (European Commission, 2000,2001). 
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2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 APPRQPRIATE ASSESSMENT 
This Statement of Screening for Appropriate Assessment (Stage a} has k e n  prepared with 

reference to the following: 

0 

European Commission (zooo]. Managing Natura moo Sites The Provisions of 
Artkle 6 of the 'Habitats' Directive gz/@EC. 
European Cornmissla (2002). Assessment of Plans and Projects Slgnlflcantly 
Affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological Guidance on the Provisions of Article 
6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 921431EEC. 
Ewopean Commissian (2006). Mature and Bidhrersity Cases Ruling of the 
European Cwrt  of Justlce. 
Ewopean Commission (2007). Clarification of the Concepts of: Alternative 
Solution, Imperative R e m s  of Overriding Public Interest, Compensatory 
Measures, Overall Coherence, Opinion of the Commlsslon. 
Oepsrtrnent of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2009), 
Appropriate Assessment of Ptans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning 
Authorities. 

The EC Guidance sets out a number of principles as to how to approach decislon making 
during the process. The primary one is 'the precautionary prlnclple' which requires that the 

conservation objectives of Natura 2009 should prevail where there is uncertainty, 

When conridering the precautionary principle, the emphasis for assessment shwld be on 

objectively demonstrating with supporting evidence that: 

There will be no zlgniamnt e- on a Natura 2000 site; 
There will be no adverseeffects on the integmofa Natura z m  sitei 

e There is an absence of altemakiws to the project or plan that is likely to have an 
~ ~ ~ ~ o t h e i n b e g r i t y o f a M a t u r a z o o o s i t e i a n d  
T h  am compr#ation mawre that maintsin or enhance the overall 
coherence of Natura zom. 

e 

This translates Into a hur  stage prmess to a- the impacts, on a designated Ate or 

is required". Consequently, the Council may not need tu proceed through all four stagas fn 

undertaking the Appropriate Assessment. 
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Stage 4: Assessment when no akernatkc d u t i o n s  ex& and whhn adverse hnpac?s 
remain -An assessment ofthe compensatory measurs where, in the light of an assessment 

of impwathre reasons of wertlding public interest {IROPI}, i t  is deemed that the project or 

plan s h l d  proceed. 

In cornplying with the obligations set out in Articles 6(3) and following the guidelines 

described above, thi5 screening statmmt has been structured as a stage by stage approach 

as follows: 



APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT [SFAGE 11 OF A PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT IH CLONSHAUGH. CO. DUULlN 

2.2 D E S K  STUDtES 

lnfwmation on the si te  and the area of the proposed development was studied prior to the 
completion of this statement. fhe following data some4 wen access& in order to 
complete athoroqh examlnath ofpotential Imp- 

National Park and WiMlfb Servke - aerial photugraphs and maps of designated 

sites, information an habitats and spccIc5 within OhCK sites and infwmath on 

protected plant or animal spdes; conservation objecdves, stte synapses and 

standard data forms br relevant designated sites. 

Envimmentaal Protection Agency (EPA)- Information pertaining to water quality, 

geology and licensed fadlwes within the area; 

National Slodhrwsity Data Centn (NBDCI - Information pertaining to protected 

plant and animal speck within the study area; 

r McGIII Planning -Information pertaining to the plan and projeQ 

CoughIan DeKeyser Architects - Hans, Speclfcatlons and Design Statement; 

Dublh Cky Council - lnformatlon on planning h l s t ~ y  In the area to assess potential 

cwnulstive impacts. 
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3 SCREENING 

3.1 DEVELOPMENT DtscwfioN 
Clonmont Developments ttd. hwe indbted their Intention to apply for plannlng pemisslon 

for development at on a 3.ihis site, comprlsing Units 15/36 at the Cbnshaugh Business & 

Technology Park Uonshaugh, Dublin y. The development wllt comprise the following: 

0 Demolition of existing, former industrial bultdings ( ~ 7 , 4 0 0  sq.m tatal GFA), a s s o d d  

plant and hard-mnding. 

Construction of a two storey data centre indudlng data halls, Mcesladrnh, Mareas, 

storagehading a-, clrcu~atfon, UPS room, and roof plant (total floor area ~9,250 

sq.m). 

Pmvis'm of a geneator yard with 3 no burldings (total floor area c - 2 7 ~  sq.m) housing 5 

no. back-up generators. 

PKwlsion of a substation building (floor area c.344 warn), waste compound building 

(floor area c.16 sq.m), 4 no. car parklng spaces, zo no. bI@ parking spaces, internal 

roads, docldnglsewice yard, site lighting, new entrance gate, new security fencing to 

replace misting fendng. 

AI1 associated site devehpmmt work, landscape work and sewices prwisim. Total 

floor m a  o f h  proposed dweIopment is c.g,po.5.m. 

A tree sumy for thls sitc has been prepared by Tree Management Services (zorg)# The 

trees surveyed included those within the site boundarles and on the narrow grassed margins 

between the footpaths and access roads around the property. A Landscape Plan has also 

k m  prepared for the application site by CPt (Casey Planning and Landscape Consultancy, 

2=9). 

An extract from the planning drawhgs can be seen in Figure 





3.2 SITE LOCATION AND SURROUIQDIEIG ENVIRONMENT 
The application site (3642ha) is located within the Clomhaugh 8usiness and Technology 

Park, which is on the northern outskirts uf Dublin City, approximately 6km nod-east of 

Dublin Gty Centre. It i5 located dose to the sub-urban amas of Coolock, Kilmore and S a w .  

The site will be accessed via roads within the overall IDA 8winess Park, whkh is zoned for 

business and industrial me with existing precedenB for data centre w e .  

The sibe Is bwnded to the west and north by access roads, to the south by the antry River 

and tu the east by a neighbowg industrial site and the Ctonshaugh Road. 

Ths land-utie munding the site t q e l y  consists of the urban fabric of the subwbs, 

including indvstrial, re&Ient&l end smmity areas. The dominant habitats locally indude 

buiidings and artfficlal swfraw and amenity grasslands associated with the Santry River and 

its green corridor. Scattedtrees and paddand arealso a hatwe locally. 



HAHfAfS AND NQTABLE SPECIES 

Within the application site &If, the dominant habitat currendy is buildings and artificial 

surface5. The southern boundary ofthe application site is formed by the Santry Rivw and its 

riparian habitats, Between the footprint of the existing buildings and the river, there is an 

area of amenity grassland. 

There are a number of trees within the application site, and these haw been sunreyed and 

a s s d  IS part of the tree s w e y  accompanying h i 5  application. The tree species within 

the site consist of a mixture of middle-aged broadleaf spedes including horse chestnut, 

birch, maple, sycamore, a h ,  elm, poplws, willows and other minor species. Tht trees are 
generally in fair to good condition. 

There is also a small woodland copse in the south-western corner of the application site, and 

this consists mainly of willow and poplar. 

An examination ofthe website of the National B i d i i r s i t y  Data Centre, revealed that there 

are records for the presence of two protected mammal gecles from the relevant ikm 



Fiure4-Aerial Phatqraph ofthe Site (Outlined in Red) and k Sumundlng Habitats. Ttrc 
Santq Riwr k tiighfighted In Blue. Row Pkection b Indicakd. 
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5,s NATURA 2000 SITES lDENllFlEP 

In accordance with the guidelines isaued by the Department of the Environment and L w l  

Covement, a list of Natura aouo sttes withh s*m of the propused devetopment have 

been Identified and described according to thelr site synopses, qualfiing interpsts and 

conservation objectlves. In additlon, any other sites further than this, but potentrstly dthin 
tts zone of interest tan also be considered. The zone of impact may be determined by an 
m e n t  of the connectivity Mwem the applkatim rlte and the designated areas by 

v i r h r s d h y d d o g i c e l ~  * * , aanosphertc mi!sm flight path3 ecologiwl cwddm 
etc. 

There are fifteen Natura 2000 designated s i t s  wrthln zgkm of the application she. These 

designated areas and their closest pints  to the application site are summarised in Table 1 

and a map and aerial photograph showing their locations relative to the application site are 
shown in Figgww and 6, A fult description of all t k x  shes can be read on the website of 
the National Park  and Wildlife Service (npwsie}. 

North Dublin Bay 
SAC 000206 

0 Muflatsand sandflats not covered 
by seawater at low tide 

c Annual veg%tadon of drifi lines 
S a l l m i e  and other annuals 
colonising mud and sand 
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The tens& Com~nration Objective of aIl these sites is: 

The favourable conscrvatlan status of a habitat is &]wed when: 

Its natural range and area it covers wWln that range /E stable or increasing and the 
speclflc strwture and fundons whlch are necessary far b long-term rnalntenance exist 
and are likely to contlnue to exlrt for the foreseeable future; 

The consewation status ofits typical species is favourabte. 

The favourable conservation status of a species is achiwed when: 

The population dynamic5 data on the species concerned Indicate that it is maintaining 
ItKlf on I tong -tehn basis as a viable component of its natural habitats; 



b6C PUW 110. 2229119 
RECEIVED: 08 FD 1 9  
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3.4 IMPACT A~SESSMENT 
The impacts of any) of the proposed development on the Natura 2400 shes identified above 

are described below. 
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3.5 FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 

Nsma and location of Natura moa site 

Amthhnother~tcborplensthat 
together with project being a ~ ~ d  cwld 
affKttcla5lte? 

The chest Natura 1000 site to the application Is 
the Nwth Bull hland SPA and the North Publln Bay 
SAC. These sites are 4.4k east I4.6km dowmtrcsm 
of the application SI&, These distances am wfficlcnt 
to emsure that no Impacts will occur- 

A Pevdopment within an Area f o n d  for - 
and Commerce 

No 

hdk bow tha project is likely to afhct 
specks designated under Annex II of the 
H a w =  Wedive. 

No impacts likely 

Noreen Mclwghlin, MSC, MUEEM. Codtant  I 
Sources OF data 

S u q e i  Appropriate Asseesmnt Scnedng 



4 APPROPRIATE AS5ESSMENT CONCLUSION 
In accordance with Article SQ] of the Habitats Directive, the relevant case law, estabilshed 

best practice and the precautionary principle, this AA Screening Report has examined the 

details of the project in relation to the retevant Natura 2000 sites within iokm of the 

application site. This repwt has analysed the potential impacts and effects of the proposed 

project on the Special Consewation Interem of these designated sites. It has evaluated the 

significance of these potential impacts and Mea in view of these sites' conservation 
objectives. 

In vlew of best s d d c  knowledge and on the b&s of objective informatian, it cm be 

mciuded that this appllcatton, whether indtvldwly or in combination with &U plans and 

pmjecb, will have no impacts upon the Nature 2000 sites. The integrity ofthese sites will be 

maintained and the habitats and speclees associated with these sites will not be adversely 

affected. It Is ofthe opinion of this author that this application does not need to proceed to 

stage tl ofthe Appropriate ~tsuncntpabctrss.  
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Appendtx I: ECOLOGICAL RPCOMMENDAT~ONS 
Whilst the proposed development wlll have no impacts upon the integrity of any area that 

has been designated as a Natura 2004 site, it is usually best practice tu undertake certain 

measures during the comtruction and operation of any devctopment. These 

recommendations will help to protect the local biodiversity of the surrounding area and 

ensure the protection of local wildlife and water quality. Therefore it is recommended that 

the following measures are implemented: {It should be noted that they LIR not designedfir 

the protection of any Natum 2000 Site and that they are fully o m - d e  of the Appropriate 

Assessment pmcess) 

0 Landscaping should only involve the use of native species that are indigenous to the area. 

The rlpadan edges ofthe Santry River should be managed appropriately a d  biodiversity 
along this stretch should be encouraged. fhe edges of the stream shoutd not be regularly 
mOWed. 

The site security fencing should allow the safe passage of m m a k  along the corridor of 
the Santry River. 
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