
 

 

Environmental Licensing Programme 
Office of Environmental Sustainability 
Environmental Protection Agency 
PO Box 3000 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Wexford 
 
28/09/2022 
 
IW ref: LT0614 

 

Dear Inspector, 

 

Re: Castletownshend Waste Water Discharge Licence Application D0468-02 
 
In response to the Regulation 18(3)(b) request for information notice dated 20th 
September 2022, please see below for relevant information. 

Provide a copy of a grant of planning permission comprising or for the purposes of the 
waste water discharge to which the application relates and the accompanying planner’s 
report. Include confirmation in writing from the planning authority or An Bord Pleanála 
that an Environmental Impact Assessment was not required by or under the Act of 2000. 
 
Further to notice dated 28/10/2021 Cork County Council granted Planning Permission 
30/11/2021.  
 
A copy of the planning permission and the planners report is reproduced in Appendix A.  
 
The planners report detailed that sub threshold EIA is not required for the proposed 
development.  
 
Further information in relation to the planning application and determination can be 
accessed at the following link http://planning.corkcoco.ie/ePlan/AppFileRefDetails/21264/0 
 
Update the application form with respect to the status of the Foreshore Act licence 
application. 
 
Notice to determine the Foreshore Licence FS007258 Castletownshend, Cork – IW was 
issued  on the 28th  June 2022.  
 
A copy of the determined Foreshore Licence and a copy of the Report of The Marine Licence 
Vetting Committee (MLVC) is reproduced in Appendix 2.  
 



 

 
 

Further information in relation to the Foreshore Licence application and determination can 
be accessed at the following link https://www.gov.ie/en/foreshore-notice/1ff82-fs007258-
castletownsend-cork-iw/ 
 
Describe the existing or proposed measures to prevent unintended discharges into the 
water environment 
 
Unintended Discharges 
An emergency procedures plan will be developed as part of the process of the design 

and construction of the new WWTP to ensure unintended waste water discharges and 
potential impacts on the environment are kept to a minimum. 
 
WwTP & Network Pump station 
 
• The WwTP will be fully automated with alarms / telemetry.  
• Critical spares including pumps will be available at the WwTP and network pump station.  
• The network PS and the WWTP will have capability for mobile generator connections in 

the event of a power failure. 
• At the WWTP, a stormwater tank is being provided to capture all flows in excess of full 

flow to treatment. The tank incorporates return duty / standby pumps.  
• Stormwater storage of 88.3m3 (minimum) is provided at the Castle Pumping Station (PS) 

on the network in accordance with Irish Water standards. 
• The network PS will be interlocked via Radio links and PLCs to maximise the storm 

storage volumes within the agglomeration and PS storm tank. 
• Chambers, V-notch weirs and ultrasonic flowmeters shall be included at the PS 

overflows to measure any spills. 
• Monitoring instrumentation is also being provided at the WWTP to log any storm 

overflows. 
• A petrol interceptor will be in place at the WWTP site. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
________________________ 
Sheelagh Flanagan 
Wastewater Strategy 
 
 
 
 
 
  

           Sheelagh Flanagan



 

 
 

Appendix 1: Grant of Planning Permission and Planning Report dated 1/11/2021 
 
  





























 

 
 

 
Appendix 2: Grant of Foreshore Licence and Report of The Marine Licence Vetting 
Committee (MLVC) 













































































 

FS007258 

 

 

REPORT OF THE MARINE LICENCE VETTING COMMITTEE (MLVC) 

 

On 

 

 

FORESHORE LICENCE APPLICATION FOR UPGRADE TO THE WASTE WATER COLLECTION 

AND TREATMENT SYSTEM AT CASTLETOWNSHEND, CO. CORK. 

 

 APPLICANT: IRISH WATER 

 

 

The marine licence vetting committee (MLVC) 

The MLVC is a non-statutory multi-disciplinary committee which is convened, as required, 

for the purposes of undertaking a technical, including environmental, assessment of an 

application under the Foreshore Act 1933, as amended. Members undertake to 

participate in each instance voluntarily, as representatives of their individual 

organisations.  

On the 22/12/2020 the Foreshore Section of the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage (DHLGH) requested the MLVC to undertake the technical 

assessment detailed below. 

 

  



 

MLVC Report 

1. Project Overview 

 

Irish Water has submitted an application the Department of Housing, Local Government 

and Heritage for a foreshore licence to upgrade the Waste Water Collection and 

Treatment System at Castletownshend, Co. Cork. 

Castletownshend is located within Castlehaven Bay, Co. Cork.  Castlehaven Bay is a 

relatively narrow bay, approx. 450-500m wide at the proposed project location, 

widening out to no more than 600m at the mouth of the Bay at Reen Point.  .   

The developer proposes to (1) construct an outfall for a proposed wastewater treatment 

plant which will extend from the shore into the foreshore beyond the low water level 

and (2) Create an extension to an existing outfall from the quay wall into the foreshore 

beyond the low water level. This outfall will serve as the storm water overflow outfall 

and emergency overflow for a proposed pumping station. 

A separate but interdependent project for the construction and operation of a 

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WwTP) (Cork Co. Co. Planning reference: 21264) is the 

subject of a separate review process.  However, the documentation related to that 

project was also examined as part of the review of this project.  

Location: Castletownshend, Co. Cork 

 

2. Brief Description of Proposed Development 

 

The wastewater treatment plant outfall pipe will be a 250mm external diameter, HDPE 

pipe which will extend approx. 125m beyond the low water level terminating in 2no. 

80mm diameter diffuser. The diffusers will discharge with a water depth of approx. 4.6m 

at low tide. The outfall pipe will be a permanent fixture. 

Two possible construction options are proposed for the wastewater treatment plant 

outfall pipe. Option 1 consists of the installation of piles and trenching of the seabed. 

Option 2 consists of trenching alone. 

An existing stone culvert will be used as the proposed pumping station overflow. The 

stone culvert currently discharges into Castlehaven Bay adjacent to a slipway and is 

generally visible above the water level. It is proposed to add a backdrop manhole to this 

culvert so that it can be extended into the foreshore below the low tide level. An 

overflow weir will be provided to allow for spill logging. The pipe will be a 600mm 

external diameter, HDPE pipe which will extend approx. 19m beyond the low water level 

(approx. 41m total length). The pipeline from the backdrop manhole will be constructed 

in the same manner as the wastewater treatment plant outfall pipeline. The same 

option used for the wastewater treatment plant outfall will be used to extend the 

existing stone culvert beyond the low water level. 

The works described in this application are interdependent on a separate   project, the 

Castletownshend sewerage scheme (Cork Co. Co. Planning reference: 21264), which will 

include a wastewater treatment plant, pumping station and associated pipework and 

mechanical kit. 

Estimated duration of works is 4 months. 



 

3. Relevant Statutory Consents and Government Policies/Programmes 

 

4. Public Participation  

 

Public Consultation: The Foreshore Section of the DHLGH conducted the public 

consultation. All consultation was undertaken to conform to the requirements of the 

Section 19 of the Foreshore Act 1933 as amended and the European Directive 2003/35/EC 

(known as the Public Participation Directive or “PPD”). 

The upgrade to the WWTP at Castletownshend was open for public consultation from 

22nd July 2021 to 20th August 2021. Zero (0) submissions were made from the public  

 

Public Consultation Submissions and Assessment: N/a 

No public submissions were received during the consultation period. 

 

5. Prescribed Bodies Consultation 

 

Foreshore Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 353 of 2011) provides under regulation 3 that when 

considering a foreshore application, as set out under section 18A (1) of the Act of 1933, 

the Minister may seek observations from a number of prescribed bodies. For this 

application, observations were requested from: 

 Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Water and Marine 

Advisor) 

 Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Nature Conservation) 

 Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Underwater 

Archaeology) 

 Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine (Aquaculture)  

 Marine Institute 

 Inland Fisheries Ireland 

 Marine Survey Office  

 EPA 

 Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 

 

Prescribed Bodies Submissions and Assessment: Observations on the application were 

received from: 

 Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Water and Marine 

Advisor) 

 Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Nature Conservation) 

 Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Underwater 

Archaeology) 

 Marine Institute 

 Inland Fisheries Ireland 

 Marine Survey Office  

 EPA 

 Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 

 

There were no objections in principle to the proposed works. A number of the submissions 

from the Prescribed Bodies raised particular observations and put forward suggested 

conditions to be included in any licence issued. These have been considered as part of this 

assessment process and have informed attached draft conditions.  

 

  



 

Environmental considerations 

Four Natura 2000 sites lie with 15km of the proposed works. The proposed new outfall 

location is within 200m of Castletownshend SAC [IE001547] and 5km of Myross Wood SAC 

[IE001070 Lough Hyne Nature Reserve and Environs SAC [IE000097] is at a distance of 

approximately 12km by sea from the works site while Sheep’s Head to Toe Head SPA 

[IE004156] is 5km from the works site. 

 

The environmental effects of the proposed development were considered by 

independent environmental experts, in view of the scale and complexity of the 

environmental assessment required, and taking account of the available resources within 

the Department. 

 

Their expert recommendations form the basis for conclusions in respect of appropriate 

assessment screening.  

 

AA screening 

The expert advice received in relation to this particular development proposal is that it 

would not be likely to have a significant effect individually, or in-combination with other 

plans and projects,  

on the Natura 2000 network and appropriate assessment is not therefore required. In 

view of the work and conclusions of the expert advices received this conclusion is 

supported and adopted and it is concluded that an appropriate assessment is not 

required. 

 

EIA Directive 

The proposed project is not of a type/class that is included in Annex I and II of the EIA 

Directive (Schedule 5 to the Planning & Development Regulations). However a non-

statutory environmental assessment was undertaken by expert advisers and forms part 

of the assessment of the proposed development, including draft conditions. This will be 

further considered as part of the overall assessment of the proposal. 

 

 

Technical and Environmental assessment 

 

 

6. Estate Management  

All foreshore is presumed state owned unless proven otherwise. . In this case there are 

no known established claims of private ownership of the foreshore at this location and no 

claims of private ownership were raised during the application and public consultation 

process therefore, the foreshore the subject of this application is state owned. It is 

considered appropriate to issue a foreshore licence for the proposed development.  

 

 

 

Conclusions and Recommendation 

 

 

7. Public Interest 

In this case the proposed development is in the public interest in that it is required to 

provide an updated and improved waste water treatment network which is needed meet 

environmental, operational and sanitary/ public health standards. 



 

 

8. MLVC Considerations  

The following documentation were considered:  

 

 Application form, dated 03/03/2020  

 

 Screening for Appropriate Assessment 

 

Drawings/Maps as follows:  

 Foreshore Licence Map; Sheet 1 Drg. No. IW-10015228-03-04-001, Rev: F1, Rev 

Date 03/03/20  

 Foreshore Licence Map; Sheet 2 Drg. No. IW-10015228-03-04-002, Rev: F1, Rev 

Date 03/03/20  

 Site Location Map. Planning Report, dated December 

 

 Written submissions received under the Prescribed Bodies Consultation and 

recommendations 

 The applicant’s written responses to the Prescribed Bodies submissions 

 Appropriate Assessment Screening and Environmental Report prepared by MERC 

Consultants  

 

9. MLVC Conclusions and Recommendation 

 

The proposals comprises of needed improvements to the sanitary services network. The 

proposal comprehensively environmentally assessed and found to have no adverse 

effects on protected habitats. With respect to the EIA directive the proposed 

development tis sub threshold, however in view of possible effects on protected mobile 

aquatic species , it is considered prudent to have a marine mammal observer (MMO) be 

engaged for the duration of the project when any pile driving is taken place and that the 

MMO operates according to the guidelines of NPWS. Construction methodology 

statements which shall include measures to protect aquatic life shall be established prior 

to commencement of the works. In view of the location of the proposed development 

proximate to an active slipway used by the coastguard the applicant/ developer shall liaise 

with this agency to ascertain their operational needs. Archaeological monitoring is also 

required to be carried out, based on the observations of the underwater archelogy unit.  

 

However, having considered all submissions, the proposed application details and having 

assessed the environmental implications it is considered that the proposed development 

is in the interests of public health, residential amenity and is considered both appropriate, 

needed and is recommended for a grant of appropriate license, subject to the proposed 

conditions, below. 

 

  



 

Proposed conditions 

• The Drawing Titled Foreshore Licence Map,; Sheet 1 Drg. No. IW-10015228-03-04-

001, Rev: F1, Rev Date 03/03/20 and foreshore Licence Map; Sheet 2 Drg. No. IW-

10015228-03-04-002, Rev: F1, Rev Date 03/03/20 shall be attached to and 

referenced in the licence document. 

• The works shall be conducted in accordance with documents and drawings 

submitted by the applicant. 

• A marine mammal observer (MMO) be engaged for the duration of the project 

when any pile driving is taken place and that the MMO operates according to the 

relevant guidelines of NPWS. 

• The services of a suitably qualified and suitably experienced underwater 

archaeologist (experienced in the archaeological monitoring of marine works) 

should be engaged to monitor all works for the proposed outfall pipeline. The 

archaeological monitoring to include the following: 

The strategy for archaeological monitoring will need to ensure sufficient archaeological 

personnel are on site to monitor all plant and machinery at work and to carry out the 

monitoring fully. This to include being on board any plant/machinery (e.g. barge setup, 

etc.) that is being use. 

A communications system between the monitoring archaeologist(s) should also be 

detailed to ensure works can be suspended if potential underwater cultural heritage is 

identified. All works in that area should then remain suspended pending full resolution of 

the potential UCH. The applicant and works contractor will be prepared to be advised by 

the National Monuments Service in this regard 

All dredged spoil if being removed off site to be subject to archaeological assessment, via 

spreading and metal detection survey. This too should form part of the monitoring 

strategy drafted by the licensed archaeologist. 

The archaeological monitoring is to be licensed by the National Monuments Service and 

a detailed method statement should accompany the application that informs on the 

monitoring strategy. 

A detailed monitoring report should be forwarded to the National Monuments Service 

upon completion of all works. 

Should underwater cultural heritage be encountered during the course of the 

archaeological monitoring, the National Monuments Service should be contacted 

immediately to ensure there are no undue delays to works. 

 

 In order for charts and nautical publications to be updated the British Admiralty 

Hydrographic Office at Taunton, UK, is to be informed of the location and nature of 

the site. 

 The applicant/ developer is required to apply to the Commissioners of Irish Lights 

(email: info@irishlights.ie)for sanction to establish any lights and marks that maybe 

required.  

• As the slip way is frequently used by the Irish Coast Guard for the launch and 

recovery of both a 4.9m D- Class and 8.0m Delta Rib the applicant to clarify with the 

marine survey office the exact distance the termination of the outfall pipe and 

associated marker buoy will be from the slipway.  

 Prior to the carrying out of works the applicant shall liaise with the Irish coastguard 

to ascertain and  co-ordinate their (coastguard) operational needs and requirements 

during the construction phase 



 

 Prior to the carrying out of works the applicant shall take measures to inform 

recreational angers of restrictions due to construction. 

 

 A valid Waste Water Discharge Licence shall be in place prior to commissioning of 

the outfalls and a copy of same shall be submitted to the Foreshore Unit of the 

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. 

 

 The licensee shall submit to the Foreshore Unit of the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage a detailed report on any existing outfall pipelines to be 

decommissioned upon commissioning of the proposed waste water treatment plant, 

collection system and marine outfalls. The report shall include the location and 

detailed description of all defunct outfalls and proposals for their removal and the 

remediation of the foreshore. 

 

 The applicant shall liaise with the IFI to put in place a construction method 

statement prior to the commencement of works,  to ensure any risk of pollution to 

the aquatic environment is addressed  this shall include: 

- Measures to be taken during all aspects of construction to ensure that no 

concrete is allowed to enter intertidal waters whether from pouring or mixing 

of cementitious material. 

- All refuelling of machines and equipment must take place well away from the 

shoreline. Any fuels, lubricants and hydraulic fluids that are stored on site shall 

be kept in secure bunded areas away from the shoreline. The bunded area 

shall accommodate 110% of the total capacity of the containers within it. 

-A clear spillage control procedure shall be put in place and all site staff 

properly briefed on it. 

-Any waste oils or hydraulic fluids shall be collected, stored in appropriate 

containers and disposed of offsite in an appropriate manner. Spill kits, with an 

appropriate capacity for the contaminants used on site. 

-A clear methodology based on best practice shall be established and 

monitored to ensure minimal silt and suspended solids are released into the 

water as these could have an impact on the shellfish and commercial fishery 

located nearby. 

-The inclusion of IFI in an Emergency Response Plan as a notifiable body in the 

event of water pollution occurring during construction works. Particular 

attention to activities likely to generate suspended solids and/or other 

pollutants and the proposals to prevent these pollutants shall be specified, 

where appropriate. 

 The licensee shall notify the Foreshore Unit of the Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage at least 14 days in advance of the commencement of any 

works on the foreshore. This notification shall include an up to date Programme of 

Works for the completion of the project. 

Senior Planning Adviser- BA (Hons), MsC, MBA, MIPI 

6/1/22 


