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1 Introduction 

e 
.... .... ... L .... ...... ..... ..... ..... .... 

1-4 

1.2 

This is an Appropriate Assessment Screening - in line with the requirements of 

Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive ( D d i v e  92143IEEC) - of the existing 
and proposed expansion of piggery operation at Ballyfauskin, Ballylanders, Co. 

Limerick 

1 

This report was prepared in compliance with the European Communities (2002) 

Assessment of plans and projects signifiwtly aecting Natura 2000 sites: 

Methcddogical guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) ofthe Habitats 

Directive W431EEC - the Screening matrix and the finding of no significant 

report matrix has been taken from Section 4 and 5 (Figures 1 to 5). 

Background 

The site is an existing piggery 

increase the capacity to loo0 ! 

Survey Methods 
..... ......... ........ ~.. ...... 

.... .... .... . . . .  :::. ........... ................. ............... ................ ............... ........... . . . . . . . . .  ............. ............. .............. .............. . . . . . .  .... 
The site was s 'Begust 201 9. The survey on each day lmbd I 

nditions were warm and dry throughout. p 

.... .- . 
uwey was to evatuate the ecological status of the site. 1 This 

.... 
udying the types of habitats, flora and fauna present so as to determine 

e ecological diversity of this a m .  The entire site and surrounding area was 
............ ............ ........., ........ .... walked with species and habb 

The survey method involved the following. 

1 + The siie was walked wih observations r e d e d .  

2. The species of flom, fiuna including avian species encountered were 

recorded. 

3. Habitats were checked fur evidmce of ~ m d s .  
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Every effort has been made to provide an accurate assesmmt ofthe situation 

pertaining to the site at Ballyfaukkin, Ballylanders, CO Limerick at the time of the 

study. 

e 

SAC S p i a l  Arm of Conservation 
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SPA 
NHA 

Special Prokction Area, 
Nature Heritage Area 

I .6 The Purpose of Appropriate Assessment 
The Directive 92143EEC on the Consmvation of Nadurd Hubitats and Wild Flora 

and Faum -the .Habitats Directive' provides legal protection for habitats and 

species of European importance. Article 2 of the Habitats Directive requires the 

maintenance or restoration of habitats and species of interest to the EU in a 

favourable condition. The Directive WEIS msposed into Irish law by the European 

Communities (Natural Habitats) ReguIations, SI 941 997. 

European sites. The assessment must dearmi 
significant adverse effects upon the in& 

Cmmrvatbn objectives. The kit ned as "the coherence 

ss its wkole area, or she h b i t q ~ ,  
cies far which the site is QP wfjl be 

i&:ritifi& other options should be thomughIy 

etwork is a European network of ecologically important sites 
d SACS) that have been design- for protection under either the Habitats 

rrective (CounciI Directive 92431EEC) or the Birds Directive fCouncil Directive 

79/409/EEC). The statutory agency responsible for these designated areas is the 

National Parks & W iIdlife Service of the Department of Environmmt, Heritage and 
Local Government. 

Plans cm only be permitted after having ascertained that there will be no significant 

adverse effect on the integrity of the sites in question. Cmponents within a plan, 
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1.7 Ovswiew of A p p ~ p f b b  Assessment Proc8ss 

documents: 

In the preparation of this assessment refere- has hen made to fhe fallowing 

European Commissions: Mumging Notum 2000 Sites. p m & h  of Article 6, of 

1 
r 

t 
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Stage 3: Assessment of Alternative Solutions: 

Where it has not been proven that measures considered will not avoid or mitigate 

the adverse effect on the Natura 2000 site, then an assessment of the alternatives 

will be required;. and if none are acceptable then stage 4 is required to be 

considered. 

Stage 4 Assessment where no Alternative solutions Exist and where Adveme 

Impacts Remain 

This will involve assessment where the Plan is considered to result in adverse 

impacts on the Natura 2000 site and no alternative solutions remain -the 

imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) test must be met before 

authorisation, permission or adoption of the Plan is agreed. This includes th 
agreement of compensatory measures. 

..... 

.... 

This report covers Stage I of Appropriate Assessment 

.... 
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1.8 The Purpm of this Rep~rt  
This Screening Report wil J be used to identify whether proposed construction of 

additional &gay  buildings at Bal lyfauskin, Bat I y landers, Co. Limerick either alone 

or h cornbjjnatisn with other plans or projects -is likely to have a no significant effect 

on a European site. T h i s  report will include remmenda~ims~ ifnecessary, ta avoid 

This report follows E u t q m  Commission (200 I )  gujdan- which mornmends that 

screehing should: '7:: 

a 
necessary to the management o f  the site - if it is not, then no fh 
necessary 

the potential to have signifiwnt effects on B EU 

g submitid by Bal!yfaskin Enterprises Ltd as 

er information by the EPA for wmment o f  the IPPC 

n f ir  a piggery operation. 

e site is not within a SPA, SAC or NHA and the nearest prptwkd site is a 

SAC, Galtee Mountains 

e 

2.1 Consultation 
Consultation With the National Parks and Wildlife Service (hereafter MPWS) 

r e d i n g  the designated sites listed above. 
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.... ... ..... :.. .... ... ..... .... ,... , ..., .... ..... ... ..... .. -.... -. 

m 
.... _... .... ...., .... .... ..... ..... ... ..... ...-- ..... ..... ..... .... .....,.. - ...... -..- 

.... ...... ....... --..... ...... ..-. ........ 

2.2 European sites that may be affected 
There no European sites of importance present or identified within or close to the 

subject site which may potentially be affected by the proposed development. 

A 'sphere of influence' of 10 kilomerm was assessed, this king deemed as an 

area which the proposed Development Plan may affect. either alone or in 

combination with other ptans. 

The Iocation ofthe European sites i s  illustrated in Table I which outlines each 

European site, and their qualifying features, that could potentially be afkcted by ... " 

the proposed development of additional piggery buildings at Ballyfauskin, 

Ballylanders, Co. Limerick. 

Table 1: European & National Sites that could possibly be adye 
Proposed Development at Ballyfauskin, Ball 

... .., ..., .... ..., - .... .... .., .... ... - .... .... ........ ..... ...... .......... 

00646 

..- 
and South Tipperary, the Gat& 

highest range of inland mountains. 
n habitat type with both dry heath and 

found within the site. Upland Mat-gras 
s stricta) grassland occurs on steep slopes, 

particularly in the west. Blanket bog is more localised and 
xcurs mainly at high altitudes. The north-facing diNs are of 
primary impottance as they support arcticalpine 
mmunities with some rare plant species. The Rare Small- 
white orchid (Pseudorchis albida), Mountain Rock-ms 
(Cardaminopsis petraea) and Alpine Saw-wort (Saussurea 
alpina) have been recorded from the site. These species are 
included in the Red Data Book and the former are legally 
protected under the Flora Protection Order (1987). Other 
typical mountain plants are also found on the site. The site 
also supports breeding Peregrine, a species listed on Annex I 
ofthe EU Birds Directive. Overgrazing by sheep, 
Afforestation and frequent burning are considered 
significant threats to some areas of heath and grassland. 

2 0 NOV 2019 
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‘ I  
L- 

2.3 Existing legislation, pbw and propusab 

2.3.1 Convention on BCokqical Oiversity (CSO) 
The protection of biodiversity is enshrined in the CBD to which Ireland is a signatory. As 

part of its commitment to this international treaty Ireland, as part of a wider European 

Union initiative, is committed to the halt in loss of biodiversity by the year 20 IO. The 

National Biodiversity Plan (D6chasS, 2002). published in 2002, states that “tach local 

authority i s  to prepare a local biodiversity action plan”. All Local Authorities are or have 

completed the process of dmwing up its first Biodiversity action plan. Limerick County 

Council has not published a Bio-divessitJy plan. in addition, the Department of the 

Environment, Heritage and Local Gmemment is c ~ m i l y  preparing the second National .. . 

Biodiversity Plan. a 
2.3.2 Limerick County Council County Development Pla 

; I 
(LCC, 2005) 

The Limwick County Development F$III seeks !o: 
’ 

It environment as 

mtected species under the Wildlife Act 2000 
s will be made to znsure that development will have 

n the mwral environmmt. 

Agenda 2 1 Partnership Fund provides for projects on the theme of 

Biodiversity, as it is a h n h e n t a l  part of suminablk development. Control of permits 

and licencing far waste disposal by this section, as well as enfurcement, helps protect 

sensitive habitats. Pmvision of better information for the section on the location of 

lwal ty important habitats would avoid hhitat damage and loss and so avoid costly clean- 

0 To protect natural herit& sites designat& iri National and European legislation. ; 
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This includes sites proposed to be designated or designated as Special Areas of 

Conservation (SAC), Natural Heritage Areas (NHA), Nature Reserves and 

Wildfowl Sanctuaries. This protection will extend to any additions or alterations 

I 

a 

to sites that may arise during the lifetime of this plan. 

To assess all proposed developments~~indiridually or in combination with other 

proposals, as appropriate) which are likely to impact on designated natural 

heritage sites or those sires proposed to be designated. 

To consult with the prescribed Mia and refevant government agencies when 

assessing developments which are likely to impact on designated natural heritage 

sites or those sites proposed to be designated. -... 

To ensure that any development in or near a designated natural heritage site 
avoid any significant adverse impact on the features for which 

designated. 

To require an appropriate environ 

development likely to have an imp= on 

those sites proposed to be designat 

ent Sustainable’ (DOEHLG, 

and biodiversity” as a core 

diversity of wildlife, habitats 

be maintained and improved”. An update to this document is 

Long-term Strategy of the Envimnmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
In 2007 the EPA published ‘2020 Vision: Protecdng and Improving Ireland’s 

Environment’ (EPA, 2007) and identified the protection of soil and biodiversity as 

one of six environmental goals. 

2.4 Scoplng of the studylliterature Review 
There is little site specific information regarding the area as the area is primarily 

an area of improved agricultural gcassland. 
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Baseline Data 

3.1 Methodology 
A site visit was carried out in August 201 9. The site w a  surveyed in accordance with the 

Heritage Council’s draft Habitat Survey guidelines {Heritage Counci I, 2002) and the 

‘GuideImes fbr BaseHne Ecological Assessment’ from the Institute of Envimenta1 

Assessment (IEG 1995). Habitats were identified in sccdance with Fossitt’s ‘Guide to 

Habitats in Ireland’ (Foss&, 2000). A species iist for each habkt was compiled and targel 

nota were d e .  

3.3 Flora 

3-2 Constraints 

to identifyy. 

been appIied with industrial 
re of low emlogid d u e .  Typical 

::I...::::,- ........... ..:::::E. .::::.,. .::v ......... .... ... .i.:l. 
’- .,. ‘:::a, 
......... .:::. -:::: 

........... ....... ^ 

‘ I  ........... .... ..... .: ::,, >::;;;;::- 11;: 

in wet p u n d  Rushes Ji?.incus sp. 

Since a dedicated gum survey was not carried out, the pmenw: of various species is 

deduced from the existence of suitable habitat and this is &WII in Table 2. 

e 

The old buildings in the surrounding area are likely to provide suitable habitat far 

batsg although it is not: possible to determine which species without further study. All 

bat species are protected by law. 
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Areas of hedgerow with earthen banks and drainage ditches could provide a suitable 

habitat for Rabbits Otyctolugw cerniwlw, Badger Meles meles, and Hedgehog 

Erinaceus eurapaeus. No droppings were recorded during the site visit. The Badger 

is protected under the Wildlife (Amendment) Act, 2000. 

Table 2 Mammals known for which there is suitable habitat (Harris & Yatden, 2008) 

I LeveI of Protection 

Otter L u ~ a  Zutra 
Annex 11 & IV Habitats 
Directive; Wildlife 
(Amendment) Act. 2000 

I Whiskered bat hfwris mystminus I 
I Natterer’s bat Myotis naffereri 1 

Annex IV Habitats 
Directive; Wildlife 
(Amendment) Act, 2 0 0  

Brown long-eared bat PZecotus 

e 

Wildlife (Amendment) 

Badger Meles meles 

Habitat 

Rivers and wetlands 

Gardens, parks and 
riparian habitats 
Woodland 
Open areas roosting in 
atjics 

Woodland 

Woodlands and buildings 

Farmland, w d l a n d  and 
urban areas 

Woodlands and bridges 
astssociated with open water 

Wide range of habitats 

Woodlands and hedgerows 
Woodlands, heath land, and 
wetlands 
Woodlands 

Wide range of habitats 

Farmland, woodland and 
urban areas 
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recordings of bids were made aid indude: many typiml countryside 

I -  

- 

--.., .... .... ..... .... ..... ..... ..... ..... .... -..- 

species and thm are detaild m tabie 3. No c6djc51'tBd bird $ m y  was clvried out, 

Nearly all bird specis and &r nests are protected under the Wildlife (Amendment) 

Act, 2000. 

This s p e s  is listed under the Annex I of the Birds Dimive. 
1 

Table 3 - I n d e i ~ b l  reEbrdti of birds obewed during the survey 

I E  

.... ..... ..... .... 

.... .... .... .... .... .... .... .I:. 
yLv;:: i j:. 

IWgrEm = low concern; 

3.4.3 
r i  was not pcqrded although they could breed in 

1 ( '  

site. The fiog is protected under the 

t) Act, 3,000 also the frq Is BO pW under Annex V of the 

ditch 

I 9 
:!!; ,E:. -:::::. .::- ................ ................... ................ ....... ......... . . . . . . . . . . . .  ............. . . . . . . . . . . . .  ............ ............ ..... ......... 
3.4.6 Inv&ehrates 
A large number of insects are likely to be present in the area and all habitats present are 

auitable for a wide range of species. It is unlikely that pmkcted qmies would be present 

due 10 agricultural practices. Hedgerows and drainage &ch& gmmt would provide 

suitable habitat for a variety of inwsrebmtes sup_mrted by the tee  mix present along 

! 

.... 

e 
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4.0 Screening Matrix 

4.1 Brief description of the project 
The site is  an existing piggery operation with plan to expand to 1000 sows at Ballyfauskin, 
Ballylandm, Co. Limerick. 

4.2 Brief description of the Natura 2000 site 
There are no protected sites within 4 Kilomet~s of the site 

4.3 Assessment criteria 
0 Describe the individual elements of the project (either alone or in combination 

with other projects) likely to give rise to impacts on the Natura 2000 site. 
.... 

o The existing piggery and proposed expansion of the piggery at 

Ballyfauskin, Ballylanders, €0. Limerick as the sik is far 

sites and will have a IOW to na impact on the protectd .... 

- 0 

0 Describe any likely direct, indirect or se 

virtue of: 

!* * 
I 

o Existing Piggery is in place and the expansion is in close proximity to the 
existing buildings. 

distance from the Natura 2000 site or key features of the site; 

Q No protected sites within 4 kilometres 

0 Resource requirements (water abstracXion etc.); 

o The existing and proposed new buildings will be serviced by off-site wells 
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habitat will occur to the order of 0.8 hectares. The habitat is of poor 
species diversity. 

disturbance to key species: 

o None 

0 h & h t  or species fragmentation; 

o None as the area of habitat is improved grassland which is utilised for 

silage production twice per year. 

reduction in species density; 

o None 

Changes in key indicators of conservation value (water quality 

o no key indicators 

Climate change. 
o None 

4.5 Describe any likely impgcts'.on the::M '2000 site as a whole in - 
terms of: 
interference wijh rhg key rkl,ga~i%&@li that define the structure of the site; 

ce for any protected site and the impact wiIl be 

nships that define the function of the site. 
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c -- 

5.0 Finding of no significant effecb report matrix 
I 

5.1 Name of project or plan 
Bnllyfaskin Enterpises Ltd, Ballyfauskin Ballylande~. Co. Limerick continued operation and 

proposed expansion of the piggery operation. 

5.2 Name and Location of Natura 2000 sites 

See Fiwres 1 to 5. .... 

a 
5.3 
The proposed development consisfs dfthe co?ltinued opesttion of the poultry 

construction of additional building to increase the capcic ta 1000 sows ab, .... 

Description of the project or plan 

Ballylandem, Co. Limerick. 

5.4 Is this pmject airectl 

protected site and no 

A The assessment of significance of effects 
- 

I .  - 4 d ; l  ‘ ’ 
,-,---- - -  T h ~ p d p o k d  development will lead to the expansion of an existing piggery operation 

- q t t - ’  ’ 
to 

1000 sows. 

The developbent does not comprise of a new development to the site but rather 

an expansion of an autdykd development. The development will have a low impact on 

&’ . 

\ w\’at> 
! *  

. .i-. - 
I thearm I . r  . ’  . L -*- -d. 
\, “ 3  - 
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5.7 
The proposed site is comprised of agricultural grassland of low ecological value. This 

habitat type is representative of all agricuitud land used for grazing and silage cutting in 

Explain why these effects are not considered significant. 
I 
I 

I 

the region. The land take for the development is approximately 0.1 hectares. 

The proposed development is not expected to adversely affect the integrity of any 

protected sites. Furthermore, the propod development if permitted shall be required to 
conform to the relevant regulatory provisions for the prevention of pollution, nuisance or 

other environmental effects likely to significantiy and adversely affect the integrity of any !: : . .  

protected site. 

5.8 List of agencies consulted. 
NPWS 

5.9 Response to consultation. 

-... .... .... .. .... -.. ... e. , .. , .. .. . .-.., ... , ... , ... ... , ,.. .. . 

Consuhtion was held with NPWS. 

5.10 Data collected to cany out the 
Who carried out this assessme 

Sourcesofda 
in Enterprises Ltd Ballyfaskin 

nty Council Website 

f of assessment completed 

5.11.1 Where can the full results of the assessment can be accessed and 

This screening report is to be submitted to EPA as part of request for additional 

information for determination o f  the proposed IPPC License. 

viewed? 
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I' 

6.0 Aa3essmt of Llkdy SignifiFwt f3fects 
1 - f .  f l  

The proposed development of the existing piggery operation and the proposed expansion 

of m existing piggery opemtim at Ballyfauskin Ballvtandets, Co. Limerick are not 

direaty mnneaed to any pmtecdsite. 

the 
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