FW: [EXT] Scoping Opinion: Roadstone Limited - Proposed waste soil recovery facility at Midleton, Co Cork
Subject: (Our ref: 2161)

Attachments: 2161 Scoping document Roadstone Limited.pdf

From: EIAPlanning <eiaplanning@epa.ie>

Sent: Thursday 18 October 2018 10:36

To: Sarah O'Mahony <sarah.omahony@rpsgroup.com>

Subject: [EXT] Scoping Opinion: Roadstone Limited - Proposed waste soil recovery facility at
Midleton, Co Cork (Our ref: 2161)

Our Ref: 2161

Re: Scoping Opinion under Article 5(2) of Directive 2014/52/EU (EIA Directive)
Roadstone Limited
Proposed waste soil recovery facility at Midleton, Co Cork

Dear Madam,

| refer to the scoping request for Roadstone Limited, received by the Agency on 25
September 2018.

Having regard to the specific characteristics of the project, including location and technical
capacity, and likely impact on the environment, the Agency is of the opinion that the scope
and level of detail to be included in the environmental impact assessment report should as
a minimum:

(i) identify, describe and assess in an appropriate manner, in light of each individual
case, the direct and indirect significant effects of a project on each of the factors
listed in Article 3 of the Directive 2014/52/EU;

(i) for waste activities that take place outdoors, specify the measures to be taken to
prevent contamination of rainwater and to ensure contaminated stormwater is
not discharged into the environment;

(iii) the extent of groundwater or soil contamination beneath the facility, if any, should
be identified and characterised as should historic and past activities (including
waste activities) at the site of the facility;

(iv) identify in detail the waste streams proposed to be accepted, the processes to be
used in their processing and detailed capacity calculations that demonstrate the
proposed facility and its equipment is of a sufficient size to handle the proposed
volume of waste;

(v) identify the nature of the licence that will be sought from the EPA, namely a waste
or Industrial Emissions Licence;

(vi) have regard to the requirements of the draft Guidelines on the information to be
contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports, as appropriate;

(vii)  have regard to the relevant topics contained in the EPA’s Advice Notes on Current
Practice (in the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements) September
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1 INTRODUCTION

RPS has prepared this Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Scoping Report on behalf of
Roadstone Limited in conjunction with a proposed application for a soils recovery facility at Midleton
Quarry, Midleton, Co. Cork. The main section of the quarry at Midleton is currently still operational
but is nearing the end of its life. It is proposed that the quarry voids be backfilled with inert soil and
stones (EWC 170504) soils, which will effectively restore the worked out quarry. The soils recovery
activity will commence on parts of the site where the quarrying activity is now completed. The
resulting EIAR for this proposed development will be submitted in due course to Cork County Council
(CCC) as part of a planning application as well as to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
under a waste licence application.

Scoping is an integral part of the EIAR process. It identifies the environmental aspects to be
considered as part of the process; the key issues of concern in respect of each environmental aspect;
and the nature and approach to be adopted for the assessment of the impact of the development on
such key issues. Scoping is an on-going and iterative process which continues throughout the EIAR
process in response to previously unidentified potential impacts of a development and associated
potential environmental concerns.

Accordingly, this Scoping Report outlines the general nature and extent of development proposed;
identifies the key areas of potential impact; outlines the key aspects of the environment which may
be affected and describes the proposed nature and approach to environmental impact assessment
report to be undertaken in this instance.

This Scoping Report is being issued to CCC and to the EPA as part of informal pre-application
consultation. Responses to this scoping report are sought from the planning authority and the EPA
to ensure that the EIAR will address all known issues of potential environmental concern and also
that such matters will be addressed in a suitable manner to the satisfaction of the planning authority
and the EPA.

All scoping responses are to be sent to the details below:-

Contact: Sarah O’Mahony

Postal Address: RPS,
Innishmore,
Ballincollig,
Co. Cork,
Ireland.
P31 KR68

Email Address: sarah.omahony@rpsgroup.com

Telephone: 021 4665900

This report has been prepared with regard to the draft document “Guidelines on the Information to
be contained in Environmental Impact Assessment Reports” as published by the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) in August 2017.

CP17028RPO001F01 1
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1.1 SITE LOCATION AND HISTORY

The site, collectively known as Midleton Quarry, is an irregular configuration of 15.24Ha which
comprises a quarry situated south west of Midleton, Co. Cork as per Figure 1.1 and Drawing No.
CP17028PL001 in Appendix A. It is located approximately 680m south of the N25 in the townlands
of Castleredmond and Carrigshane and is accessed from the L3626. The site is also subdivided by this
local road with a portion of the site located to the north and south of the L3626.

Figure 1.1: Site Location
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Extraction activities at the subject site commenced pre-1963 without the need for a formal planning
permission. The Operator was, therefore, subsequently required to register the quarry with Cork
County Council under Section 261 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended
(hereafter referred to as ‘the Act’). In 2005, the Operator, registered with CCC. As the site was in
excess of 5ha, it was subsequently necessary to prepare and submit a planning application and
Environmental Impact Statement to CCC under Section 261 (7) of the Act.

Quarrying activity was permitted at the site under CCC Reg. Ref. 06/10088 and An Bord Pleanala
Reference PL04.224250.

It is now intended to restore the quarry voids by infilling them with imported soil and stones (EWC
170504) material.

1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION

For ease of reference in the report, the site has been subdivided into three separate and identifiable
zones, Zones A, B and C. These are identified on Figure 1.2 below.

CP17028RP0001F01 2
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Zone A, which is located to the south of the L3625 comprises approximately 3.2ha of land where all
extraction has been completed.

Zones B and C are located to the north of the L3626. Zone B is an active quarry where limestone
extraction is still underway, but is largely complete. Extraction is yet to be completed at Zone C. Part
of Zone C is currently utilised for general circulation, storage and ancillary quarrying activities. The
ongoing quarrying activities include blasting, processing, crushing and screening.

Figure 1.2: ZonesA,B&C
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Another quarry in the ownership of the applicant is located to the south east of the subject site as
can also be seen on Figure 1.2. known as Coppingerstown quarry. This quarry is permitted under
planning permission 03/5527 as extended by 14/4146. It does not form part of the proposed soils
recovery facility.

1.2.1 Access

There are 2 no. vehicular access points from the public road into the Midleton Quarry landholding
which are used; 1 no. to Zone A which is separated from the rest of the main site as it lies to the
south of the public road L3626 and 1 no. to Zones B and C on the northern side of the L3626. The
used access to Zone A is provided via a double gate with approximately 90m sightlines in each
direction and sufficient space for HGVs to enter and exit the site. It is proposed to utilise this access
point when importing material to Zone A.

The second access point to the northern lands (Zone B and C) has been substantially improved in
order to accommodate industrial heavy goods traffic with sightlines of approximately 100m in each
direction and a bound surface. There is sufficient space for 2 no. trucks to pass in parallel in order to
accommodate ongoing extraction activities. This access is currently used for exporting material from
the quarry and it is planned to use this for importing material to Zones B and C.

CP17028RP0001F01 3
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1.2.2 Boundaries and Land Use / Cover

Site boundaries consist of chainlink and stockproof fencing, sod and stone ditches and hedgerows
comprising a mix of gorse, hawthorn, ivy and other species. Some earthen berms have been
positioned inside the roadside boundaries together with some landscaping and planting, such as
hawthorn and other tall trees, which have provided additional screening to the site for the quarrying
activities.

The majority of the site has no vegetation due to the quarrying land use. There are pockets of scrub
like vegetation and poor grassland at the peripheries of Zones A and B, while a substantial portion of
Zone Cis entirely vegetated with scrub such as gorse, hawthorn and bracken.

1.2.3 Depths to Quarry Floor

Zone A where quarrying activities are completed comprises a void approximately 15m deep. The
quarry floor lies at approximately 22mOD while the original ground levels around this zone vary from
37 to 30mOD.

Zone B quarry where extraction is ongoing has a quarry floor at 9mOD which is above the watertable
as permitted under Reg. Ref. 06/10088 and An Bord Pleandla Reference PL04.224250. Cliff faces and
benches in Zone B range from approximately 15mOD to 43mOD.

When Zone C is extracted, the quarry floor will be approximately 9mOD.

1.2.4 Services and on site Structures

Overhead electricity cables traverse the site in a northwest to southeast direction across Zones A
and C.

A gas main is located approximately 415m to the east of the subject site.

There are no buildings in Zones A or C; however, in Zone B there is a concrete loading bay which will
be removed prior to completion of current extraction works in Zone B.

1.2.5 Zoning

The site is situated within the East Cork Municipal Area and is subject to the East Cork Municipal
Area Local Area Plan (ECMALAP) as adopted in July 2017. The site lies outside the development
boundary of Midleton Town and as such has no specific zoning designation under either this plan or
the Cork County Development Plan 2014. The site is located within the Cork metropolitan greenbelt;
however not within the prominent and strategic metropolitan greenbelt.

CP17028RPO001F01 4
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1.2.6 Proximity to Residences

There is a linear pattern of residential dwellings to the west of the site along the L3626, the closest
of which is approximately 100m to the northwest of Zone A with agricultural land comprising
improved grassland in between. To the north of Zones B and C lies a cluster of individual detached
dwellings and farmyards, the closest of which is approximately 120m north of the site.

There also are a number of detached dwellings and farmyards located to the south east of the site
along the L3626. The closest residence to the south east is approximately 230m from the subject
site.

1.2.7 Watercourses, Bedrock and Aquifers

There are no watercourses traversing the site, the closest stream is Ballynacorra stream
approximately 500m to the south. Rainfall/surface water infiltrates naturally to the ground and
there are no discharge points within the site.

The existing permitted quarrying activity allows extraction of limestone as far as 9mOD which is
above the winter watertable. The site is not located within a flood zone according to the CFRAM
mapping and no flood events have been recorded on the OPW flood website for the site.

The bedrock on the site comprises fissured limestone from the Little Island formation. There are no
known karst features within the site, however the GSI Mapviewer notes a fault running through the
western section of the site. There are a number of karst features noted on the GSI Mapviewer in the
wider region including a cave north of the site, north of Zone B.

The site lies within a regionally important karstified aquifer. However, it is not part of a drinking
water protection area. The site has an extreme vulnerability rating as topsoil and subsoils have been
removed from most of the site.

1.2.8 Protected Ecological Sites

Vegetated areas to the north and west of Zones B and C are cumulatively designated a Proposed
Natural Heritage Area (pNHA) referred to as Carrigshane Hill (site code 001042). This pNHA also
comprises a portion of land within the north eastern section of Zone B which was permitted for
extraction and is, therefore, substantially removed as extraction is almost complete in this area.

The closest Natura 2000 sites are within Cork Harbour located approximately 1.1km to the west;
Cork Harbour SPA and Great Island Channel SAC.

CP17028RPO001F01 5
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1.2.9 Cultural Heritage

There is an entry to the record of Monuments and Places (RMP) which states that a ‘ringfort-cashel’
once stood at the subject site (RMP code: CO076-066). The record entry goes on to state that in
1991 there was no visible trace of the structure. There are a further 4 no. entries on the RMP for
sites within approximately 500m of the subject site, the closest of which is described as a ‘tower
house’ (RMP code: CO076-051). This site is located approximately 400m south east of the subject
site. The closest protected structure as listed on the Cork County Council record of protected
structures is Lake View house which is situated approximately 900m to the west of the site (RPS ID —
00519).

1.2.10 Landscape and Visual Context

Scenic Route No. S51 which is the R630 Road from Ballynacorra via East Ferry to Whitegate and
Roche's Point is located approximately 1km to the west. The majority of the site is located within a
high value landscape which is characterised as City Harbour and Estuary; the exception is the north
eastern most portion of Area B which is characterised as Broad Fertile Lowland Valleys.

CP17028RPO001F01 6
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2 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

2.1 GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The subject development comprises the importation of inert soil and stone material and its
deposition in the voids excavated by quarrying activities. The inert soil and stone imported to the
site will have the List of Waste code 17 05 04. It is proposed to fill such voids on a phased basis and
then undertake topsoil capping to facilitate final restoration of the entire site to agricultural use.
Sections 2.1.1 to 2.1.10 below describe the proposed development in further detail; however, it
should be noted that the final proposals may change as a result of this scoping process and indeed as
a result of the environmental impact assessment report process. Section 2.2 discusses the
requirement for a Waste Licence.

2.1.1 Phasing

As set out previously, all extraction activities have ceased in Zone A and, therefore, it is proposed
that importation of material will commence in this location. Once sufficient material is imported to
fill the majority of the void to the proposed final profile levels, the focus will shift towards final
restoration of the site with appropriate levels of subsoils and topsoils and landscaping. It is
envisaged that the finished profile and landscaping will tie Zone A with the surrounding landscape.

Extraction is currently ongoing in Zone B and it is envisaged that once those permitted volumes are
exhausted, extraction activities will then focus on Zone C allowing importation and backfilling of
Zone B. Finally, Zone C shall be filled following completion of all permitted extraction.

Landscaping and restoration of the furthermost areas of Zone B will be possible while extraction or
importation works are underway in Zone C. Due to the requirement for access, however, to the
overall site and to provide sufficient circulation and working space for ongoing extraction /
importation in Zone C, it is likely that landscaping for much of Zone B and all of Zone C will
commence once all importation activities have been completed in order to enable a coherent
approach and appropriately restore both zones.

2.1.2 Access

It is proposed that all HGVs carrying imported material will approach from the N25 and travel
approximately 1km east along the L3626 as far as the main access point to Zone B, which is currently
in daily use, in order to access a weighbridge. In the first phase of infilling (in Zone A), trucks will
then exit via the same access, turn west and enter Zone A to deposit the imported material. The
trucks will be required to return to the weighbridge in the northern lands before exiting the site
completely and travelling west towards the N25 again. The weighbridge will be more conveniently
located for the infilling of Zones B and C, thereby, reducing the number of localised turning
movements. A new wheel wash will be installed in Zone B.

The estimated number of HGVs proposed to travel to and from the site as part of the proposed
development is set out below in Section 2.1.3 ‘Volume of Material’.

CP17028RPO001F01 7
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Within the site, existing haul roads across the rock surface will be used as appropriate for the infilling
activities.

2.1.3 Volume of Material

The preliminary estimated total volume of material to be imported to the site is approximately 1.4M
m® (2.52M tonnes) (Zone A = 105,000m>, Zones B and C = 1,300,000m?); with an annual intake of
166,666m> (300,000 tonnes) per annum. This annual importation rate is less than the combined
previously permitted extraction rates from both Midleton Quarry and the adjacent Coppingerstown
Quarry of 208,333m> (500,000 tonnes) per annum. Both sites are under the ownership of the
applicant and the current combined extraction rate for both quarries is 104,167m?> (250,000 tonnes)
per annum which is 50% of the permitted extraction rate. As there is the opportunity to avail of
doubling up in HGV trips (e.g., HGVs importing material may exit the site with extracted material),
there will be no increase in the combined current permitted 172 daily truck (HGVs) movements (86
trucks in each direction) travelling the L3626. There will be no increase in traffic volumes even when
overlapping extraction and infilling activities occur as it is intended to balance importation and
extraction to ensure truck movements are maintained at the current permitted rate.

2.1.4 Filling Approach and Procedures

The site is already secure at all perimeters with a combination of chainlink and stockproof fencing,
established hedgerows and sod and stone walls.

The applicant, Roadstone, has established operational waste acceptance procedures for their EPA-
licensed soils recovery facility in counties Dublin and Wexford. These procedures will ensure that
only suitable material is actually accepted and deposited in quarry voids. These procedures include:-

=  Waste Intake Sampling Procedure;

=  Waste Inspection Procedure;

= Waste Acceptance and Rejection Procedure;
=  Waste Site Pre-Approval Procedure; and

= Waste Intake Log Sheet.

It is proposed to implement site-specific procedures such as those listed above at the proposed
Midleton site to ensure the material deposited is safe, suitable for importation. The EIAR shall
provide a detailed description of all such processes.

However, for the purposes of this scoping report, it is noted that all imported material shall be
subject to waste acceptance criteria to be agreed with the EPA. Imported waste shall not be
processed in any capacity on site. If material arrives to site and is deemed to be unsuitable for
depositing in the quarry void, it is proposed to refuse acceptance of that material, or if necessary to
retain that material at a quarantine area until such a time that it is ready to be transported
elsewhere for disposal as appropriate.

It is proposed that trucks will be weighed upon arrival at the site at the proposed onsite
weighbridge. Following inspection of documentation in line with the acceptance procedures, the
material will be visually inspected and sampled if necessary as per the procedures listed above.

CP17028RPO001F01 8
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The imported material shall be deposited in such a manner as to achieve the proposed final profile
as per the Landscape Plan. Site boundaries such as hedgerows and stone walls shall be retained.
Infrastructure such as the weighbridge and wheelwash shall be removed off-site once importation of
material has ceased and the final profiling is complete.

2.1.5 Restoration

The underlying concept for the end use of this site is to revert to agricultural use and to restore the
land profile to approximately what it would have been prior to the commencement of extraction
activities. It is proposed to profile the imported soils material according to a site specific landscape
plan.

In order to provide an economical and practical land package for modern day agricultural use, it is
not proposed to restore field boundaries to those represented in historical mapping. Many of the
pre-existing fields are of a small size and are unsuitable for the large machinery required to operate
a modern sustainable farming enterprise.

As noted above, screening berms were previously provided to the existing quarrying activities as
required by their planning permissions. In general, these will be retained in situ until infill is
complete. This will ensure ongoing protection of the visual amenities of the area. As infill is
complete the original topsoil stored in these bunds will be spread over the infill area.

2.1.6 Ancillary Buildings and Facilities

The ancillary buildings and facilities required for the operation of the soils recovery facility are listed
below. These are temporary facilities only to be provided for the duration of the soils recovery
activities and will be removed from site as part of the final restoration works:-

= Site security facilities;
=  Existing Site office / staff welfare facilities;
= New wheelwash and weighbridge; and

= Quarantine area for any imported material suspected of being contaminated or unsuitable for
acceptable at the facility. This will comprise of a covered concrete slab area.

2.1.7 Security

The site is already secure with established fencing, landscaping and CCTV in place. Chainlink and
stockproof fencing surrounds the site.

2.1.8 Working Hours

Current operational hours for extraction activities at the site comply with Condition No. 7 as set out
in the grant of permission for Reg. Ref. 06/10088 (ABP PL04.244250). It is proposed that working
hours for the infill operations will be the same as those set out and currently operational, i.e.,
Monday to Friday - 07.00 to 18.00 and 07.00 to 14.00 on Saturday. No operations shall take place on
Sundays or Public Holidays.

CP17028RPO001F01 9
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2.1.9 Lifespan

If current market demand for soil recovery capacity continues, it is expected that the site could be
restored within 9 years; based on the current maximum volumes for importation based on
maintaining existing maximum permitted vehicle movements. However, permission for the subject
development will be sought for 18 years (approximately 15 infilling and 3 monitoring) in order to
allow for any potential deceleration of market demand for capacity for recovery of such material.

2.2 WASTE LICENCE

The soil material proposed to be imported to the site is classed as waste and is allocated the List of
Waste Code 17 05 04 which constitutes soils and stone.

An operator of a waste management facility is required to hold a waste licence under section 39 of
the Waste Management Acts (WMAs) 1996 to 2015. The purpose of a waste licence is to ensure that
any waste management activity is operated in a manner which will not cause environmental
pollution.

As it is proposed to import a total amount of waste greater than the threshold for a waste facility
permit granted by a local authority; a waste licence from the EPA is required. An application shall be
made to the EPA following an application for planning permission to Cork County Council.

CP17028RPO001FO01 10
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) is defined in the EIA regulations as “A statement
of the effects, if any, which proposed development, if carried out, would have on the environment”.

It is essentially a statement prepared by the Applicant which states all predicted effects which may
occur on the environment as a result of implementation of the proposed development. This report is
assessed by the Competent Authorities (in this case Cork County Council and the Environmental
Protection Agency) who then make decisions on the planning application and the waste licence
application based on information presented in the EIAR as well as other documentation and
information lodged with the respective applications.

3.1 SCREENING

Section 172 of the Planning and Development Act states that an EIA must be undertaken if:-

“la) the proposed development would be of a class specified in -
(i) Part 1 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, and either —

() Such development would equal or exceed, as the case may be, any relevant
quantity, area or other limit specified in that Part, or

() No quantity, area or other limit is specified in that Part in respect of the
development concerned,

Or
(ii)  Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 and either —

() Such development would equal or exceed, as the case may be, any relevant
quantity, area or other limit specified in that Part, or

() No quantity, area or other limit is specified in that Part in respect of the
development concerned.

Or

(b) (i) the proposed development would be of a class specified in Part 2 of Schedule 5 of the
Planning and Development Regulations but does not equal or exceed, as the case
may be, the relevant quantity, area or other limit specified in that Part, and

(ii) the planning authority or the Board, as the case may be, determines that the
proposed development would be likely to have significant effects on the
environment.”

Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations sets out classes of development for which
an EIA is required. Part 2 (11) (b) ‘Other Projects’ of that schedule states that an EIA is required for
development which comprises:-

“(b) Installations for the disposal of waste with an annual intake greater than 25,000 tonnes
not included in Part 1 of this Schedule.”

CP17028RPO001FO01 11
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The estimated volume of waste imported to the site will be approx. 166,666m> (300,000 tonnes) per
annum and therefore exceeds the threshold set out in Part 2(11) (b) and a mandatory EIAR is
required.

3.2 SCOPING

Section 4 of this report sets out the methodology and content proposed for the EIAR and will also
highlight the extent of surveying, fieldwork, information gathering and impact assessment procedure
proposed. It provides some known baseline information as appropriate to inform the EIAR and
proposed scope and approach to the assessment procedure to be undertaken.

3.3 CONSULTATION

Consultation is an essential part of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report process.
Consultation provides an opportunity to:-

= |dentify concerns and measures about the project and uses these to inform the preparation of
the EIAR;

* Incorporate mitigating measures where possible and if required into the design of the project in
early stages;

=  Encourage participation in decisions yet to be made; and

=  Take into consideration concerns during the decision making process and make the decision and
conditions on the decision accordingly.

It is proposed to circulate the scoping documentation and request responses from the following
bodies:-

] Cork County Council;

=  Development Applications Unit of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
incorporating the National Parks and Wildlife Service and National Monuments Service;

] An Taisce;

=  Heritage Council;

] Regional Fisheries Board / inland Fisheries Ireland;

=  Geological Survey of Ireland;

= Environmental Protection Agency;

=  Transport Infrastructure Ireland;

] Health Service Executive;

] Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources;
] Bord Gais Networks;

] ESB Networks; and

] Bat Conservation Ireland.
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4 EIAR CONTENT AND METHODOLOGY

4.1 GENERAL CONTENT AND APPROACH

As stated previously, an EIAR is an assessment and statement of predicted impacts on a proposed
development which sets out the likelihood and significance of such impacts on the receiving
environment.

The EIAR will be carried out in accordance with the following guidance documents:-

= Guidance on EIA, Screening, (European Commission 2001);

= Guidelines for Planning Authorities and An Bord Pleandla on Carrying out Environmental Impact
Assessment (DoECLG, 2013);

] Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2002);

=  Advice Notes on Current Practice in the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements (EPA,
2003);

=  Draft Revised Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact
Statements (EPA, 2017); and

*=  Draft Advice notes for preparing Environmental Impact Statements (EPA, 2015).

Regard shall also be had to a further information request issued by Cork County Council on
05/05/2017 in relation to a previously proposed soils recovery facility within Zone A only of the
current site. Planning permission was previously sought under Reg. Ref. 17/4608 for a much smaller
scale facility at Zone A only but was subsequently withdrawn when it was decided it would be more
appropriate to apply for permission and a waste licence for a larger scheme. Nevertheless, a
number of matters of environmental importance were identified by Cork County Council prior to its
withdrawal. This scoping report has had regard to such issues identified at that time.

The overall EIAR will contain information in respect of the development proposed and the
assessments of the likely impact on the environment as follows:-

= Description of Development including Rationale for the Development
=  Consideration of Alternatives

=  Planning and Waste Policy Context

=  Population and Human Health

=  Material Assets

= Traffic

=  Noise and Vibration

= Air Quality and Climate

=  Soils, Geology, Hydrogeology and Land Use

= Water Services, Hydrology and Flood Risk

*=  Biodiversity (Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology)
=  Landscape and Visual

= Cultural Heritage

=  Non-Technical Summary
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The EIAR will also cross-reference as relevant the findings of an Appropriate Assessment Screening /
Natura Impact Statement (if required).

The EIAR will follow a grouped format structure. The findings of the assessment of impacts on each
environmental topic will be set out under the following headings and with the following general
content:-

1. Receiving Environment (Baseline)

The receiving environment shall be set out in each chapter as it relates to that particular
speciality or field or work. The baseline shall be gathered through a combination of desktop and
fieldwork surveys as well as drawing on any available data such as available noise and air
monitoring results in the immediate area.

All equipment proposed for monitoring shall be inspected and calibrated prior to use.

Guidance documents relevant to each speciality shall be referred to where appropriate and the
source of all reference thresholds shall be stated.

2. Characteristics of the proposal

For each specialist chapter however, the characteristics of the proposal as they relate to that
field of work shall be set out in order to then assess potential impacts. e.g. any removal of
vegetation or installation of drainage and the resulting impact on flora and fauna; or the type of
plant proposed to be used in order to assess the decibels expected to be experienced at nearby
residences etc.

3. Potential Impacts

All likely impacts on the environment which could potentially arise as a result of the
development shall be identified and described with reference to the quality, likelihood,
significance, duration / frequency and extent of that impact. These will be separately identified
for the site preparation stage, the operational stage of the soils recovery activity and the post-
remediation stage.

4. Remedial or Mitigation Measures

Each environmental specialist topic shall set out any proposed remedial or mitigation measures
recommended or necessary to eliminate or reduce where possible any identified potential
impacts to within tolerable or permitted thresholds. This may include a wide range of factors
such as a traffic management plan, implementation of best practice construction practices,
timing of works to avoid particular sensitive seasons for flora and fauna and landscaping as part
of the final reinstatement plan etc. Mitigation measures will be specified for the site
preparation stage, the operational stage and the post remediation stage as appropriate.

5. Residual Impacts
The EIAR shall state all predicted residual impacts following implementation of proposed
remedial / mitigation measures. As with the potential impacts, the residual / predicted impacts
will also be described with reference to the quality, likelihood, significance, duration /
frequency and extent of that impact; and will be described as occurring during the site
preparation stage, the operational stage or the post remediation stage as appropriate.

6. Monitoring

Any monitoring recommended to occur during the site preparation, operational or post
remediation stages of the development shall be listed.
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7. Reinstatement

As part of this development it is proposed to design a reinstatement landscape plan which will
revert the site to greenfield or agricultural use. The EIAR shall examine the proposals for same
and assess any possible impacts associated with the proposed use or design, and if necessary
changes shall be incorporated as recommended. Furthermore, any additional reinstatement
measures deemed necessary in relation to any particular environmental aspect will also be
specified.

4.2 KEY IDENTIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND SCOPE AND APPROACH
TO BASELINE INFORMATION GATHERING AND ASSESSMENTS

Table 4.1 below describes the general content and/ or main issues identified at this time to be of
significance for each environmental aspect. It outlines how baseline data will be gathered for each
of these environmental aspects and how the assessment will be approached.

CP17028RPO001FO01 15





Waste Soils Recovery Facility, Midleton, Co. Cork - Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report

Table 4.1: Key EIAR Issues

Chapter Key Issues — Main Content Baseline Approach Assessment Approach

Project Description This will be a detailed description of the development. - -

It shall set out in the first instance the Rationale for the
project and shall address the suitability of the proposed site
for a development of this nature. It will describe the site
and surrounding area.

This chapter will describe in detail the nature and extent of
the main elements of the development proposed: soils
recovery facility, total and annual maximum volumes of
materials to be infilled, any associated infrastructure, access
arrangements, general layout, phasing of development,
restoration plans, etc.

It shall also outline the operational procedures for
acceptance of materials and the infilling activity; its
approach, phasing, plant and machinery, temporary site
facilities/site development works / infrastructure etc.

It shall outline the indicative programme, duration and
intensity of works, employment numbers.

This chapter will also identify any relevant plans or projects
in the vicinity of the site that will be considered / assessed
for the purposes of potential cumulative impact in the later
specialist chapters of the EIAR.

Planning and Waste This chapter will provide the:- - -

Poli . —
Context and Policy = Legislative context of the proposal, application, EIAR

etc.

= Applicable policies within national, regional and local
planning and waste policy documents will be discussed.
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Chapter

Key Issues — Main Content

Baseline Approach

Assessment Approach

Any relevant specific County Development Plan
development management matters will be separately
addressed within the planning report, where they are more
appropriately placed.

Alternatives Considered
and Assessed

This chapter will describe alternatives considered and
explain why the proposed option was chosen following
consideration / assessment of the alternatives. The main
alternatives identified for consideration thus far are:

= Alternative proposals for restoration of the quarry at
Midleton,
= Any alternative phasing of works /restoration options.

= Do-nothing option

To assess the do-nothing scenario
this chapter will outline current
options available within the southern
region of the disposal of soils waste.

We will also consider the current
permitted remediation works at the
permitted quarry and will compare
the environmental benefits /
disadvantages of same versus the
current proposal.

Population and Human
Health

This chapter will generally consider and assess impacts with
regard to local community; working and visiting / tourist
population. The proposed development is not expected to
impact on the demographics or employment profile of the
area to any significant effect. Key area of impact on local or
visiting populations is likely to be inconvenience to local
residents on foot of associated traffic accessing the site.
Local residential amenities may also be impacted with
reference to potential air quality and noise implications.

In line with the draft EPA EIAR Guidelines (2017) it is
proposed that consideration of impact on human health will
also be undertaken.

Baseline information on local residents
will be gathered primarily through site
visits. As the proposed development has
little potential for impact on
demographics or employment it is not
proposed to gather detailed baseline
information in respect of this aspect of
the receiving environment.

Any local tourism / recreations
attractions will be identified through site
visit / aerial photograph analysis and
local knowledge.

Cross reference will be made to the
baseline findings of traffic, noise, air
quality, and landscape sections of the
EIAR to inform potential impacts on
Human Health.

The assessment of impact on the
amenities of local communities will
be based on site visits and
professional judgement.

Potential for impact on any tourism /
recreational features in the area will
be considered in terms of impact on
access, traffic and landscape
primarily.

The evaluation of effects on
potential pathways to impact on
human health will be carried out by
reference to accepted standards
(usually international) of safety in
dose, exposure or risk. These
standards are in turn based upon
medical and scientific investigation

CP17028Rp001A01
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Chapter

Key Issues — Main Content

Baseline Approach

Assessment Approach

of the direct effects on health of the
individual substance, effect or risk.
This practice of reliance upon limits,
doses and thresholds for
environmental pathways, such as air
(including odour), water or soil,
provides robust and reliable health
protectors [protection criteria] for
analysis relating to the environment.

The human health aspect of this
chapter will be based on the final
findings and assessments of the Air
and Noise, Traffic, Water Quality,
Landscape and visual impacts and
potential for effects on population
and human health as a result of the
proposed development.

Chapter 6 Material

This chapter will consider the impacts of the proposed

A desktop study will identify baseline

The assessment will outline any

Assets development on the following: assets such as overhead electricity potential for impact on identified
. infrastructure running through the site, assets by assessing the quality and
= infrastructure, . . . .
o stone and gravel which will not be quantity of such assets against the
= tilities, quarried, and contaminated material proposed development and
= land use, and inadvertently brought to site e.g. soils. implications of the development for
= waste management. the use of those assets.
Chapter 7 Traffic This chapter will detail the traffic impacts of the Baseline traffic surveys and junction The development description will

development individually and cumulatively with the quarry.

It will have regard to numbers, frequency and timing of
traffic movements and interactions with quarry related
traffic.

capacity analysis will be undertaken at

key locations.

Condition surveys will also be

undertaken on proposed haul routes in

order to identify potential upgrade

works necessary for the development.

provide proposed numbers of HGVs,
cars and the proposed haul route. A
desktop study will identify any
impacts from these elements on the
capacity of key junctions, the
condition of haul routes and
operation / flow of traffic on the N25

CP17028Rp001A01
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Chapter

Key Issues — Main Content

Baseline Approach

Assessment Approach

and the local road network. This
assessment may also identify
mitigation measures if necessary.

Chapter 8 Noise and
vibration

This chapter will describe the likely sources of noise arising
from the proposed development and will assess the
potential for impacts including cumulative impacts with the
quarrying activities. Sources of noise include HGV
movements along the haul route as well as within the site,
on-site processes such as the movement of soils and stones
materials, reversing beacons, plant equipment such as
dozers and excavators.

Noise surveys to be undertaken together
with review of previous results to
identify baseline noise levels.

Baseline noise levels will be used
together with potential machinery
and HGV noise levels to calculate
predicted noise levels at sensitive
receptors.

Chapter 9 Air Quality
and Climate

This chapter will describe the likely sources of air pollution
primarily from dust arisings and exhaust fumes. It will also
consider a carbon balance and considerations of
greenhouse gas issues due to the development. Potential
sources of dust and fumes include machinery and HGVs
within the site and haul road, as well as dry soil and stones
material.

Monitoring undertaken annually at the
site will be reviewed together with air
quality data of the Cork area available
from the EPA.

Weather patterns will be identified from
Met Eireann.

Results will be reviewed together
with prediction of emissions from
machinery and trucks etc., dispersion
of dust and analysis of weather
patterns in order to identify
potential impacts.

Impacts on the air quality from dust
arising along the haul route and both
in the immediate vicinity and
downwind of the site as a result of
tipping material from trucks shall be
identified.

Impact analysis shall inform
mitigation if necessary.

CP17028Rp001A01
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Chapter Key Issues — Main Content Baseline Approach Assessment Approach
Chapter 10 Soils, The assessment will consider implications for the Groundwater monitoring is underway An impact analysis will assess the
Geology, Hydrogeology | development on groundwater and geotechnical aspects. and a desktop review of GSI, and EPA proposed development against
and Land Use Changes to surface water flows may affect groundwater and | mapping and previous reporting will available baseline data to identify

underlying aquifers. inform the baseline. potential impacts.

With reference to the 2014 EIA Directive this chapter will A site visit will further inform the

also consider impacts of the development in terms of land baseline identification.

use.
Chapter 11 Water This chapter will consider the site in terms of hydrology, Identify baseline through site visits and The assessment will interrogate
Services, Hydrology and | flooding and proposed drainage and the potential for desktop research. Visit EPA and OPW potential changes to water flows and
Flood Risk impact on same as a result of the proposed development. online mapping to identify nearby regimes in particular with reference

Consideration of any new drainage proposals will also be watercourses and flood zones. to nearby SAC and SPA 1.1km to

considered here with regard to hydrology. west. The impact of surface water on

neighbouring properties will also be
identified and mitigation measures
proposed if necessary.

Chapter 12 Biodiversity | This chapter will consider potential for impact on both Site visits and baseline ecological surveys | The approach to identify impacts will
(Terrestrial and Aquatic | terrestrial and aquatic ecology. General habitat and will inform a habitat map. An additional involve reviewing the development
Ecology) terrestrial ecology survey work will be undertaken. Any desk top review of the National description and CEMP together with
potential further specialist surveys that may be necessary Biodiversity Data Centre records, known habitats and species at the
can only be established following an initial ecological field previous planning applications at the site | site and wider area.
survey. and NPWS records shall be undertaken

which to inform the baseline scenario. Im.p.act.anaily5|s shall inform
mitigation if necessary.
There is a proposed Natural Heritage
Area on the site which shall require
surveying in order to identify the extent
of flora and fauna present. It is noted
however that quarrying activity is
already permitted for close to these
areas and buffer zone has been in place

since the 2006 permission.

It will also be necessary to review
operating procedures to ensure no
invasive species introduced to site.
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Chapter

Key Issues — Main Content

Baseline Approach

Assessment Approach

Changes to water flows and regimes in
particular with reference to nearby SAC
and SPA 1.1km to west will require
assessment in the AA process.

The 2006 EIS for quarrying activity noted
Yellowhammer to the west of that site
during surveys which is a red listed bird
of high conservation concern.

The national biodiversity database notes
2013 / 2014 records of 3 no. bat species
in a 2km grid square containing part of
the site.

The 2006 Planning application refers to
Carrigshane pNHA as an important
breeding ground for peregrine falcon
and ravens.

Introduction of invasive species in soils
imported to the site.

Chapter 13 Landscape

A Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment will be prepared
in respect of the proposed development and will consider
existing operations on site. It will consider the general
landscape implications of the final restoration landscaping
proposals as well as the impacts during the life of the
backfilling activity. It is unlikely that photomontages will be
required, but this can only be established following
consultation with Cork Co Council.

A desktop study will identify the
landscape character type, value and
sensitivity while a site visit will also
identify the more immediate character
and views to and from the site.

The finished profile and remediation
plan for the development will be
analysed in order to establish any
impacts.
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Chapter

Key Issues — Main Content

Baseline Approach

Assessment Approach

Chapter 14 Cultural
Heritage

Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment to take account of
archaeological, architectural and other cultural heritage
features and potential impacts on same.

A site visit and desktop survey will reveal
any cultural heritage features of interest
in the area as well as potential for
previously unrecorded features of
interest.

The assessment will review both th

e

development description and CEMP
in detail in order to identify potential
impacts to identified and potentially

unidentified features.

Chapter 15 Interaction
of impacts and

This chapter will be written with regard to the various
specialist chapters outlined above and the interactions that

A desktop study has already identified
the following developments in the

Interaction of impacts will be
identified by the means of a matrix

Cumulative may arise. It will also look at cumulative impacts associated | vicinity with potential for cumulative or table and discussion surrounding
with any other developments within the area. impacts. the magnitude of such interactions.
Dairygold cheese production facility in
Mogeely and discharge at Rathcoursey.
Irish Distillers multiple developments.
GAA applications x 2.
Dunkettle Interchange upgrade.
A further desktop study will be
undertaken to identify more projects /
developments.
Appendices This volume of the EIS shall contain additional supporting - -

information such as the Report to Inform Appropriate
Assessment, photomontages and Outline Construction and
Environmental Method Plan.

Outline Construction
and Environmental
Management Plan

This will present in outline form the construction and
environmental management proposals. In the case of this
development the construction management proposals will
in effect be the management proposals for the operation of
the backfilling activities. This will include specific outline
management plans for various aspects of the development/
environment:

= Site Access

CP17028Rp001A01
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Chapter Key Issues — Main Content Baseline Approach Assessment Approach

= Qutline Construction / Operational Traffic Management
= Qutline Surface Water and Drainage Management

= Soil Stability including Emergency Response Plan for
landslide or Soil Instability

= Ecology

= Landscape and Visual
= Materials Storage

=  Waste Management
= Air and Dust

= Noise and Vibration

= Sjte Reinstatement

Appropriate A report to inform Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening - -
Assessment and Natura Impact Statement if required shall be produced.
In addition to forming a standalone report which focuses on
the requirements of the EU Habitats Directive the output
will also inform the biodiversity, flora and fauna and the
water quality, aquatic ecology and fisheries chapters of the
EIAR.
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2003;
(viii)  satisfy the requirements of Directive 2014/52/EU.

If you require any further information in relation to this matter, please contact the
undersigned.

For all further queries and correspondence relating to planning and EIA matters, please

contact eiaplanning@epa.ie

Yours sincerely,

Leo Sweeney
Office of Environmental Sustainability
Environmental Protection Agency

From: Sarah O'Mahony [mailto:sarah.omahony@rpsgroup.com]
Sent: 25 September 2018 15:36

To: Wexford Receptionist <REC_WEX@epa.ie>
Subject: EIA Scoping - Proposed Waste Soils Recovery Facility - Midleton, Co. Cork

Dear Sir / Madam,

Please find attached an EIA Scoping Report relating to a proposed Waste Soils Recovery Facility
in Midleton, Co. Cork. This report provides a description of the site, proposed development,
proposed scope of EIAR and a site location map.

We would be grateful for any comments or observations the Environmental Protection Agency
may be in a position to provide with regard to the proposed development, the scope of
environmental impact assessment proposed and any additional relevant feedback.

My contact details are provided for in the attached scoping document and below also in the
event the EPA wish to provide any commentary on the development.

Kind regards,
Sarah

Sarah O'Mahony BA MPlan MIPI
Project Planner

RPS

Innishmore,

Ballincollig, Co Cork, P31 KR68.
Ireland

T +353 (0) 21 466 5900

M +353 (0) 87 780 5180

E sarah.omahony@rpsgroup.com
W www.rpsgroup.com/ireland


mailto:eiaplanning@epa.ie
mailto:sarah.omahony@rpsgroup.com
mailto:REC_WEX@epa.ie
mailto:sarah.omahony@rpsgroup.com
http://www.rpsgroup.com/ireland

This e-mail message and any attached file is the property of the sender and is sent in confidence to the addressee only.

Internet communications are not secure and RPS is not responsible for their abuse by third parties, any alteration or corruption in
transmission or for any loss or damage caused by a virus or by any other means.

RPS Group Plc, company number: 208 7786 (England). Registered office: 20 Western Avenue Milton Park Abingdon Oxfordshire
OX14 4SH.

RPS Group Plc web link: http://www.rpsaroup.com

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and
intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they
are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify
the EPA postmaster - postmaster@epa.ie
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do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Environmental Protection

Agency.
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