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Executive Summary

Bord na Mona intends to provide a landfill gas utilisation plant at Drehid Waste Management Facility, Co
Kildare (the Site). The proposed plant would generste up to an estimated 4.99 MW of electricity, for input
into the National Grid for a period of up to 25 years.

Two Natura 2000 sites have the potential to be impacted by the proposed development; these are
Ballynafagh Bog SAC (Site Code: 000391) and Ballynafagh Lake SAC (Site Code: 001387). The main
potential impact on these two Natura 2000 site relates to bird flight activities in the vicinity of the Site. As
required by Articles 5(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, an Appropriate Assessment Screening of the
proposed development was carried out, in consultation with National Parks and Wildlife Service,

.. Heritage Officer.

Drehld is not noted as a key mlgratory route for wﬂdfowl in the area, and no important _feegl g

reasons, § .

m  The height of the stack will be 12 m, a height that is notgb\}{sﬁere
birds;

u  The stack will not have lighting (e.g. air
terms of attraction or trappmg by Ilgh 5;
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Golder Associates Ireland (Golder} was retained by Bord na Mona Ltd. to carry out an Appropriate
Assessment Screening of a proposed landfill gas utilisation plant at Drehid Waste Management Facility, Co.
Kildare, 3 kilometres (km) north of Allenwood. The site location and site plans are given in Appendix A. The
site is located within 10km of the following European Natura 2000 sites (Figure 1);

m Ballynafagh Bog SAC (Site Code: 000391);

m Ballynafagh Lake SAC (Site Code: 001387}, and

m Long Derries SAC (Site Code; 000925).

The terms of reference of this report are set out below.

1.1 Terms of Reference

Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora = | e
Directive’ - prnwdes legal protection for habitats and species of EurOpean lmportance.
Directive requires the maintenance or restoration of habitats and species
a favourable conservation status. Articles 3 - 9 provide the legislative m:
of Community interest through the establishment and conservation gf the EL
Sites. &\ g\

Q

‘coherent European ecologicel network’ of sites of Cammuni
important in that it brings together two different lgﬁe@*of European sates**
Directive and Birds Directive form the backbon
Sites. Natura 2000 Sites are Special Areas o! fise
and Spec:al Protection Areas (SPA_s) désigna

E“"a!my plan-er pro,f o dfrectly connected with or necessary lo the management of the site but likely to have
a sfgmfic_a i eﬁecr thereon, erther mdmdualry orin comb:nalron with olher plans or pro;ects shall be sub;ecl

paragmph 4, the competent national authorities shall agrae to the plan or project only after having
ascertained that it will not advarsely affect the integnily of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having
obtained the opinion of the general public.”

Article 6(4) deals with the steps that should be taken when it is determined, as a result of appropriate
assessment, that a plan/project will adversely affect a European site. Issues dealing with alternative
solutions, imperative reasons of overriding public interest and compensatory measures need to be
addressed in this case.

Articte 6{4) states:
“If, in spite of a negalive asssssmeirraf i d in the absence of alternative
solutions, a plan or project must nal edﬁé'&b?fﬂe(baMMpﬁmmb ive raasons of overnding public
interas!, including those of a social br e&bmng{%ﬂp-@myﬁqr Sthtes shall take all compensatory .
May 2011 2 5 MAY @Golder
Report No. 11507190087.R01,A1 20” Associates
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measures necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of Nalura 2000 s protected It shall inform the
Comwmussion of the compensatory measures adopled

Where the sde concemed hosls a pronlty natural habitat fype andfor a prnonty specms. the only
consideralions which may be rased are those relaling to hurman health or public safety. o bensficial
consaguences of pnmary mmportance for the enmvironment or. further 1o an opmion from the Commassion. 1o
other imperalive reasons of overnding publc inferest.”

The requrements of Aricles B{(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Dwechve have been transposed into Insh
. legisiabon by means of the Habitats Regulabons. 1997 (51 No 94 of 1887)

m.
«f‘.’.

NPWS © Copynght Ordnance Sunvey Irsland: 2006 \/

Figure 1;: NPWS Designated Sites

[ M. &
e Bhsose,
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20 APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING METHODS

2.1 Data Collection and Consultation

A desktop review was conducted of all available published and unpublished information together with
consultation with a number of statutory bodies and interested parties (Table 1). Information received has
been incorporated into the report where appropriate.,

Table 1: Consultation

Organisation Contact Method & Date of Consultation

NPWS Local Ranger Sylvia O'Hare Referred Golder to Ciara Flynn

Phone Call May 5 and 6 2011,

NPWS District Conservation Annex [ Whooper Swans no longer using

Officer Ciara Flynn Ballynafagh Lake SAC. Main cancern in
Raised concemns regarding ﬁlghtzp ths of
Kildare County Council Heritage Officer mldfowl of Ballynafagh SAC lf using the =

22 Assessment Methodology

This assessment has been carried out with reference to

2002);

m Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the
Communities, 2000); i

2 2 1 Appropriate assessment screening

This initial stage of the process aims to identify the likely impacts of a project or plan on a Natura 2000 site,
either alone or in combination with other projects or plans. The impacts are examined to establish whether
these impacts are likely to be significant. Assessmeqt of the significanca of effects is carried out in
consultation with the relevant nature agencies

Depending on the outcome of the screening and cons ltatlé?ﬂn:ecess
be required,

S}?gélé Appopgigte fssessment may
L "h'nent

kS

May 2011 \ \-, @
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3.0 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOMENT SITE

Drehid Waste Management Facility is a fully lined engineered facility for the acceptance of residual, non-
hazardous household. commercial and industrial wastes.

Bord na Ména intends to provide a landfill gas utilisation plant at Drehid Waste Management Facility, Co
Kildare. The plant would generate up to an estimated 4.99 MW of electricity, for input into the National Grid
for a period of up to 25 years.

Development of the plant and installation of four (4 No) gas engines, which will be placed over a number of
years as gas production increases in line with the increase in the volume of emplaced wastes. As gas
production decreases over time the engines will be phased out, A maximum of four (4 No) engines are
envisaged at this point in time. The landfill gas utilisation plant will have a stack which will be 12 metres in
height.

o 4.0 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF NATURA 2000 SITES |
The two Natura 2000 sites that have the potential to be impacted by the proposed developm it

m Ballynafagh Bog SAC (Site Code: 000391);and
@ Ballynafagh Lake SAC (Site Code: 001387).

The main impact possible on these two Natura 2000 site r:
site. The species and habitats of Long Derries SA%)
development and are screened out at this stage.

Qverall Conservation

U Annex | Habitat Status in Ireland
7110
Priority Habitat Bad
Degraded Raised Bog 7120 Poor
T Rh Rhyncosponon Depressions 7150 Good

41.2 Species of Ballynafagh Bog SAC

Species of note at Ballynafagh bog SAC include the flora of thg bog. The site is within the teritory of a
breeding pair of Merlin, a sper.:_u_es_ltsted on Annex | of the EU Bifds,Diregtive’ and require special protection.

o 1 M Staus of EU Protasied Hatutats and Spacies in ireland
4
May 2011 "\
Report No, 11507190087.R01.A1 ~—
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Several pairs of Curlew, a Red Listed species® and Snipe, an Amber Listed species®, breed on the bog.
Scrub bird species such as Stonechat, Redpoll and Long-tailed Tit occur on the cutaway parts of the bog.

41.3  NPWS site synopsis

This site is a raised bog situated about 1 km west of Prasperous in County Kildare. The area is directly
underlain by muddy, fossiliferous limestones, interbedded with calcareous shales. The subsoils are
predominantly clay-rich tills. All are of low permeability.

An estimated 46% of the site consists of intact raised bog habitat. In the wettest area towards the cenire, a
system of tear pools occurs, grown over with Bog Mosses (Sphagnum capififolium and S. mageflanicum).
There is a small pool-and-hummock system, with pools colonised by another species of Bog Moss
{Sphagnum cuspidatum). White Beak-sedge (Rhynchospora alba), Coltongrasses (Eriopho rum
spp.) and the insectivorous Great Sundew (Drosera anglica) are abundant in wet channels. Bog
Rosemary (Andromeda polifolia) and Cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos) are found on the hummaocks.

A large portion of the site contams old cutaway bog colonised by Rushes (Juncus spp) and Comg on

The bog has been damaged by afforestation, mechanised g@
pose the main threats to the survival of raised bogs. \\}Q
Q.

Raised bogs are a rare habitat in Europe, and in J¢&
although damaged, is of added interest as the mg:g
habitat remaining in Ireland.

4.2

EU Annex | Habitat |0verall Conservation Status
in Ireland
7140 Bad
A_Ik:alme fen 7230 |Bad

The other habitats of the SAC including the lake, acid grasstand, heath and bog are not defined in the SAC Site
Synopsis in terms EL! Annex | habitats but are all important to the overall integrity of the site.

2 Red Listed Speows are Nose il weons Biat maet one or mare of tha loowing cntarta’s fhar breanng POPUSTER I THITE HT TECIMET Iy -ure-serrtbiwaraur it Z3 years The Eratng pepulsion has
Uncergone 2 SgNACant dedine snce 1900; ot Thay are ol gabal Sonsare sbin oncmnt, Kildare County Council
3 Amber st wpecres aia 1ose aslly.on Unfavouratle eonservaton Satus in Europs; hose oy v@l'.'ﬂﬁ'-'tﬂ’ft?ﬂ‘t' p has dacined
4 wibstankyl rgcent rgcoweey. rare brgedens: and hose
25 MAY 20y @
:lay!ﬂﬂ " -,Goldzr
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4.2.2 Species of Ballynafagh Lake SAC

The Blackwood Feeder connects Ballynafagh Lake to the Grand Canal and is of particular conservation
significance for the populations of two rare snall species, Vertigo moulinsiana and Pisidium
pseudosphaerium, that it supports. The former species is listed on Annex Il of the E.U. Habitats Directive,
while the latter hes previously been recorded only from sites aleng the Royal Canal. Vertigo moulinsiana
atso occurs in wetland vegetation by Ballynafagh Lake itself. A high diversity of molluscan species is found
on the site {42 species recorded in 1997). A wide diversity of insects is also found at Bellynafagh Leke,
including the Mersh Fritillary butterfly, e species listed on Annex |l of the EU Habitats Direclive.

Table 4. EU Annex Species of Ballynafagh Lake SAC

Species lEl.I Annex Species erall Conservation Status
in Ireland®®
Marsh Fritillary Annex Il Poor

Desmaoulin's Whorl Snail

Vertigo moulinsiana Annex II Bad

\)&.

B
EU Annex | bird species of the Birds Directive, listed for the SAC,3Rat wh
Whooper Swan and Golden Plover. However, récent consu qp\s indic
been recorded from the site in over 5 years (Ciera Flynn, pesfs.comm.). This'may be eftributeble to lend use
G _

changes in the area. Breeding birds of the lake include>litde- Grebe; Mellerd, Moorhen, Coot, Snipe and
Weter Reil. Y

Gl
423 NPWS site synopsis -

ér @t Ballynefegh Lake incly
e that Whooper Swan have not

Willow (Salix spp.) and Alder {Alnus spp.) occurs in the north-west corner of the lake.

The Blackwood Feeder connects Ballynafagh Lake to the Grand Canal and is of perticular conservation
significance for the populations of two rare snail Species, Vertigo moulinsiana and Pisidium
pseudosphaerium, that it supports. The former species is listed on Annex |l of the E.U. Hebitats Directive,
while the letter hes previously been recorded only from sites along the Royal Canal. Vertigo moulinsiana
elso occurs in wetlend vegetetion by Ballynafagh Lake itself. A high diversity of molluscan species Is found
on the site (42 species recorded in 1997).

A wide diversily of insects is also found at Ballynafagh rl?e?(l"l;cluding_g\e Marsh Fritillary butterfly, a species
listed on Annex Il of the EU Habitats Directive. - ldare

P Ol
annina De ty COunc"
o Oartn"IEru

May 2011 / Z3 MAY?”” @Gﬂdﬂ‘
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Breeding birds of the lake include Little Grebe, Mallard, Mocrhen, Coot, Snipe and Weter Rail. In May 1993 a
pair of Curlew was observed holding territory. Sedge Warbler, Reed Bunting and Whitethroet breed within
the site. Black-headed Gulls formerly bred at the lake but only single birds were observed in 1993.
Wintering waterfowl include: Whooper Swan 20, Teal 114, Mallard 110, Golden Plover 40 and Curdew 117
{all counts averege peeks, 1 season 1984/85 - 86/87). The main landuse of the leke is fishing. There is a No
Shooting Area Crder on the site.

Although originally a reservoir, Ballynafagh Lake has developed very natural vegetation with some interesting
plant communities, including atkaline fen, a habitat that is listed on Annex | of ihe E.U. Habitats Direclive.
The site supports e high diversity of molluscen species, with some rere species recorded, including Vertigo
moulinsiana, a species that is listed on Annex Il of the E.U. Habitets Directive. The site is also of
ornithological importance.

4.3 Assessment criteria

431 Describe the individual elements of the project (either alone or |
combination with other plans or projects) likely to give rise to :mpac'
the Natura 2000 site

Elements of the development that ere likely to give rise lo impacts on the Natura 200(_}5”|tes. relate to the

The proposed development mllﬁh@e the
foltowing; K

Duning Site clearance

construction

Possible disturbence end collision
risk to Annex | birds of the Netura
2000 site during fiight. o

However, the eccelerated rete of urben development in recent years has seen lhe
p;ghferatlon of radio and television towers, office buildings, power lines, cooling towers, emission stacks, end
residential housing, all of which represent an increasing threat to flying birds.

The most hazardous of man-made structures are cable-stayed telecommunicetion towers, Other structures
that cause collisions are windows and butlding glazing, electric power lines, lighthouses, and exhaust stacks.

Charecteristics of tell structures causing bird fatalities that are relevant to the proposed stack at Orehid are:

m Height of tower structure ( most threatening over 250 m);

m Siting of tower on prominent topographic kﬂﬂﬁ@%ﬂ%%@ﬁ&@s a navigation guide;

m Lighling of tower using fioodlights; anc Planning Denartment
25 MAY 2011 ®
May 2011
Report No. 11507190087.R01.A1 ) Ll @Agg‘rm
RECEI . D
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m Staying of tower by guy-wires thatare unlighted, therefore invisible at night. One of the main factors
contributing to the collision risk of these structures is the presence of ertificial lights at night.

Birds migreting at night are strongly attracted to, or et least trapped by, scurces of artificial Eght, perticularly
during periods of inclement weether {e.g. Verheijen, 1958, 1985). Approaching the lights of lighthouses,
fioodlit obstacles, ceilometers (light beams generally used at airports to determine the altitude of cloud
cover), communication lowers, or lighted tall buildings, they become vulnereble to collisions with the
structures themselves. If collision is avoided, birds are still at risk as once inside a beam of Eght, birds are
reluctant te fiy out of the lighted aree into the derk (Graber, 1968), and often continue to fiap around in the
beam of light unti! they drop to the ground with exhaustion (Weir, 1976, and references therein). A
secondary threat resulting from their aggregation at lighted structures is their increased vulnerebility to
predation {e_.g. Stodderd and Norris, 1967).

Resudent bird species Iwmg elongside manmade structures mey ectuelly leern to avoid such threats through

If the stack is lit then it is recommended to use strobe or fieshing white li
lights. Flashing light is prefereble to a constant beam because the mte
birds caught in the beam to disperse (Baldwin, 1965; Avery et aI
Generating Station, and the Weslsyville and Thunder Bay Hydx
kills and injured at stacks and towers are virtually eliminete
(Broughton, 1977; Chubbuck, 1983). Intermittent Ilghhn @%
bird Kills.

hts rather lhan roodhghhng or red“

(\ \
Drehzd is not noted es a key mlgratory route, for‘g)i?

433  Cumulative impacts %
The most likely cumulative impacts are as a result of bird collision risk with other tall slructures é\yghted

buildings in the area.

Drehid is located in e rurel area surrounded by cutawey bog There ere a number of villages s}haso
Allenweod and Prosperous in the vicinity of Drehid but no major urban centres with tall buildings or llghted
tall structures. The buildings and structures in the area ere largely two storey or three storey including
houses, ferm buildings (including silos) and churches. All are similar in height to that of the stack end are not
noted es structures that pose a collision risk. .

For the reasons outlined above and in Section 4.3.2, it is considered thet, the proposed development, will not
pose e risk for wildfowl of Ballynafagh Lake and Bog SACs. Therefore, ne significent cumulative impacts
o are considered likely, on the Netura 2000 designetions.

May 2011 @Gﬁlﬂn
Report No. 11507190057.R01.A1 Assoclates
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4.3.4 Describe any likely direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the project
(either alone or in combination with other plans or projects) on the Natura
2000 site by virtue of:

Drehid Waste Management Facility is a fully lined engineered facility for the
acceptance of residual, non-hazardous household, commercial and industrial
wastes.

Bord na Mona intends to provide a landfill gas utilisation plant at Drehid Waste
Management Fecility, Co Kildare. The plant would generate up to an estimated 4.99
MwV of electricity, for input into the National Grid for a period of up to 25 years.

Development of the plant and installation of four (4 No) gas engines, which will be
placed over a number of years as gas production increeses in line with the increase
in the volume of emplaced wastes. As gas production decreases over time the
engines will be phased out, it is estimated that this will occur over 25 years. A+
maximum of four (4 No) engines ere envisaged at this poml in time., Th landﬁll;gas
utilisation plant will have a stack which will be 12 melres in height. :

Size and scale

Land-take There is no land-take of the SACs.

Distance from
Natura 2000 site or | The proposed development site is [
key features of the | Ballynefegh Leke SAC.
Site

Resource
requirements
(water abstraction
etc.}

Emissions
{disposal to land
waler or.air}

::No impact on the SACs

Temporary Impacls:
Mo impact on the SACs

R Temporery Impacts:

Tféhspona:ion No Impact on the SACs
requirements Permanent Impects:
No Impact on the SACs
Duration of .
construction, Ouration of construction: ca. 18 to 24 months
operation, Duration of operation; Estimated 25 yeers
decommissioning .- .
etc. Kild
Other None Planning A. -
- il "“‘Uﬁenl
25 MAY 2011
May 2011, RECE!VF
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43.5

Describe any likely changes to the site arising as a result of:

Reduction of habitat
area

There will be no loss of habitat from the Ballynefagh Bog and Ballynafagh Lake
SACs.

Disturbance to key
species

Temporary
None

Permenent
None See Section 4.3.2

Habitat or species
fragmentation

None See Section 4.3.2

Reduction in species
density

None See Section 4.3.2

Reduction of Habitat
area

There will be ne loss of hebitat from the SACs

Changes in key
indicators of
conservation value
{water quality etc.)

Temporary
None
Permanent
None. All wastewaters will be di vertgjﬁ\
emissions were modelled (by Golder)
2.5km eway —no elevated em\ggﬁ ¥
around thesite) @ . Q&

Climate change

None likely. Landfill gas ¢
carbon dioxide (COZ) ﬁ

Theifproposed .development is not likely to interfere with any key relationships
. | thet:.define the ecological structure of the site and that enables it to sustain
- I'habitats, complex of habitats and/or levels of populations of species. In this case
“ the key refetionship examined is;

Flight peths and conneclivity between Ballynafagh Bog and Lake SACs and
surrounding areas, the proposed development will not interfere with these.

Interference with key
relationships that
define the function
of the site

The Natura 2000 site is selected for Annex | species Whooper Swan and Golden
Plover and wildfowl such as Teal, as there will be n rbss\r deterioretion of the
habitat and its essociated fiora as a result of the d eldp;y o impacts are
likely on these bird species. A a,.e o

chmmn Changs Rasesarch Programme (CCRP) 2007-2013 Repoit Sades No. 3 Estlmntes of Metha R

CCRP Report

May 2011

Report No. 11507190087.R01.A1
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4.3.7 Provide indicators of significance as a result of the identification of effects
set out above in terms of:

Loss (Estimated
percentage of lost
area of habitat)

SACs: No loss

None. No important feeding or roosting habitats have been identified in the

Fragmentation vicinity of the proposed development for Annex | species of the SACs. No
interference with fiight paths, if any, are likely, See Section 4.3.2.
Temporery

Disruption & None See Section 4.3.2.

disturbance Permanent

None See Section 4.3.2.

Change to key .
elements of the site | Annual stack monitoring for the following parameters - NOx, SOx, NO2, 502
(e.g. water quality and PM10 et the fiare end proposed engine stack will be undertaken.
etc.) ;

438  Describe from the above those elements{\p
combination of elements, where the a
significant or where the scale or mag

Following initial screenlng. |t is judged that there will 5:3

Sources of Data:
Existing information from;

m NPWS
m EPA
m Drehid Waste Manegement Facility EIS

Level of assessment completed:
Site Visit, Desktop study and Secreening report, together with correspondence with Sylvie O'Hare (Local

Ranger} and Ciara Flynn (District Conservation Officer) - NPWS. .
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APPENDIX A

Site Drawings
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APPENDIX B

NPWS Site Synopses
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SITE NAME: BALDOYLE BAY SPA

SITE CODE: 004018

Baldoyle Bay extends from just below Portmarnock village to the west pier at Howth, Co. Dublin. It is a tidal
estuarine bay protected from the open sea by a large sand-dune system. Two small rivers, the Mayne and
the Sluice, flow into the inner part of the estuary.

Large areas of intertidat flats are exposed at low tide. These are mostly sands but grade to muds in the inner
sheltered parts of the esluary. Extensive areas of Common Cord-grass (Spartina anglica) occur in the inner
estuary. Both the Narrow-leaved Eelgrass (Zostera angustifolia} and the Dwarf Eelgrass (Z. noltij) are also
found here. During summer, the sandflats of the sheltered areas are covered by mats of green algae
{Enteromorpha spp. and Ulva lactuca). The sediments have a typical macrofauna, with Lugworm (Aranicola
manna) dominating the sandy flats. The lubeworm Lanice conchilega is present in high densities at the low

found here.

Baldoyle Bay is of high ornithological |mportance for wintering wate{fﬁ%d

population of Pale-bellied Brent Geese (726), and has a ng
populations (all figures are aversge peeks for the five wint

(42), Shelduck (147), Pintail (22), Ringed Plover (221), G%n
tailed Godwit (353). The occurrence of Golden Flov
species are listed on Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directi
Inciude Teal (124), Mallard (48), Common Scotér{61

Dunlin 879), Black-tailed Godwit (72), cUdewC;%ﬁXRedshank (224) Greenshank {11) and Tumstone (43).
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SITE NAME: BALDOYLE BAY SAC

SITE CODE: 000199

Baldoyle Bay extends from just below Portmarnock village lo the west pier at Howth, Co. Dublin. It is a tida!
estuarine bay protected from the open sea by a large sand-dune system. Two small rivers, the Mayne and
the Sluice, flow into the bay. The site contains four habitats listed on Annex | of the EU Habitats Directive:
Salicornia mud, Mediterranean salt meadows, Atlantic salt meadows and Tidal mudflats.

Large areas of intertidal flats are exposed at low tide. These are mostly sands but grade to muds in the inner
sheltered parts of the estuary. Extensive areas of Common Cord-grass (Spartina anglica) oecur in the inner
estuary. Both the Narrow-leaved Eelgrass (Zosters angustifolia) and the Dwerf Eelgrass (Z. noltii} are also
found here. During summer, the sandflats of the sheltered areas are covered by mats of green algae
(Enteromorpha spp. and Ulva lactuca).

The sediments have a typical macrofauna, with Lugworm (Aranicola marina) dominating the sandy flats. T

tubeworm Lanice conchilega is present in high densities at the low tide mark and the small_gat tro
Hydrobia ulvae occurs in the muddy areas, along with the crustacean Coropmum volutator

parts of the estuary. Species such as Glasswort {Salicormia spp.), Se
Sea Plantain {Plantago maritima) and Sea Rush (Juncus mantirn,

Knotted Hedge-parsiey (Torlis nodosﬂ
w1th Bracklsh Water-crowfootf: (Ranuncukig'

Birds Dlrectwe have bred on a few occasnons at Portmarnock Point but not since 1991.

Because the area surrounding Baldoyle Bay is densely populated, the main threats to the site include visitor
pressure, disturbance lo wildfowmt and dumping. In paricular, the dumping of spoil onto the foreshore
presents a threat to the value of the site.

Baldoyle Bay is a fine example of an estuarine system. It contains four habitats listed on Annex | of the EU
Habitats Directive and has two legally protected ptant species. The site is also an important bird area and part
of it is a Special Pratection Area under the EU Birds Directiva, as well as being a Statutory Nature Reserve. It
supports internationally important numbers of Brent Geese and nationally important numbers of six other
species including two Annex | Birds Directive sp.
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