Our Ref: 01.JA0032

Your Ref:

& .

Environmental Lic. Programme
Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Climate, Licensing &
Resource Use, Regional Inspectorate
Inniscarra

Co. Cork

9th May 2012

Re: Continued operation of landfilling activities and an increase in
wasle acceptance
at Powersiown Landfill, Powerstown, Co. Carlow.

Dear Sir/Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent letter in relation to the above mentioned case.

The contents of your letter have been noted.

the Board.

Please quoie the above-mentioned An Bord Pleanila rgﬁ@‘hce number in any

correspondence or telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

ps J f&.’

inead Mclnerney
Executive Officer
Direct Line:01-8737295

ch08.1r

%

e

&.
If you have any queries in relation to the matter please contact the undersagg‘ned officer of

(Q}

An Bord Pieanila

\g/

Loy s g Azt gdably

6 Sriiid Manilbhride,

Baile Atha Cliath 1.
Ted: (0F) 58 RHD
LoCall: 1890 275 175
Fax: (01) 872 2683

Web. higp/fwww. pleanaliic
cuuilbard @ plegpala ic

fud Murlborough Sireer.

Dublin 1.
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Our Ref: 01.JA0032

Your Rel: ENV/Wasie/Powerstown/EIS2012

@
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John Carley
Carlow County Council
Water & Environmental Service

County Buildings
Athy Road
Carlow
9th May 2012 i
|
Re: Continued operation of landfilling activities and an increase in
waste acceptance

at Powerstown Landfill, Powerstown, Co. Carlow.
Dear Sir,

Enclosed for your information are two copies of a submission received by the Board in
relation to the above-mentioned proposed development. &

Please ensure that one copy of this submission is kept available for iﬁ\{\spection by the
g SES
public. R
<O
If you have any queries in relation to the matter please com;é%gﬁ]e undersigned officer of
the Board. , OQQ <

Please quote the above-mentioned An Bord ‘ﬁ%[oléla reference number in any |

correspondence or telephone contact with the BQ&Z&\‘\ i
() 1

A {

Yours faithfully, (g@ ! !

S I
7 Sinead Mclnerney |

Executive Officer .
Direct Line:01-8737295 |

|
Encls. ‘

el05.1tr |

a3 Srdid Maeilbhride,
Bale Atha Chiath 1 !

Tel 011 858 KI0G |
LoCall: 1800 275 175 |
Fan (00} 72 2684 |
Wl hupiwww pleanali ke

emuil bord @ pleanata.ie

£ Marlborough Street,
Dhubiin |
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STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT/
LOCAL AUTHORITY PROJECT

% : CORRESPONDENCE FORM

. CaseNo: TRACOIZ File With C Mc Grocth

M < G&m-»m

Please treat correspondence received on as follows:

Update database with new agent/contact/address for Notice Party/Observer:

VALID INVALID
1. Acknowledge with L HO € 1. Return to SENDER with
2. Return to E.O. — 2. Keep Envelope

for Signature

3. Keep cop# of Board’s letter
&
N

3. Make 3 copies of submission [ "

S| 4 n to E.O.
4. Issue 2 copies to Local Authority with_g¢(OS ¢ for Signature

\hQO\.\}\
5. Keep copy of Board’s Letters |« &
£’
6. Place copy on Public File | .— p é§° N
5
Comments/Amendment to Letter: OQ@Q’V
_&ML%LM&LM £PA PG—%!—%
—_— commeont.- (datp g G-/ 12)
Attach to File:
(a) R/S || (d) Fur. Processing Return To E.O.
(b) Screening (e} Board
(c) Inspector |~

E.O: Mt-g—{fuam.&g AA: jdg_ $QJL/’LQP-

a
Date: f/ ‘:.'T/} Z Date: __ 1 ly'/ [2
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Sinead Mcinernez

!I

From: Brian Meaney <B.Meaney@epa.ies
Sent: ’ 08 May 2012 14:44

To: Sinead Mcinerney

Subject: Powerstown landfill 01.JA0032
Attachments: ABP Powerstown May 201.2.pdf

Sinead, submission attached as discussed.

. Thanks,

Brian.

Brian Meaney

Environmental Licensing Programme
Environmental Protection Agency
PO Box 3000

Johnstown Castle Estate

Co. Wexford

Tel. 053 9160600
WwWw.Bpa.ie

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and

intended solely for the use of the individual or entity io whom they
O
are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify\oﬂ\ é‘\
X
o
the EPA posimaster - postmaster@epa.ie PN
S
The opinions contained within are personal to the sender a\m?Q
©)
3
do not necessarily reflect the policy of the Envlronra | Protection

Agency.

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.svinanteccloud.com
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Environmental Protection Agency
A Ghrmombairpocht um Chomehon Carohast

i A SORD PLEARA:

An Bord Pleanila
64 Marlborough St
Dublin 1

T’ﬁﬂE Headquarters, PO Box 3000

N eMe [ Johnstown Castle Estate
R County Wexford, Ireland

|

i -8 MAY 2012 Ceanncheathry, Bosca Poist 3000
'? _ €astét Chaislean Bhaie Shedin
i LTR-DAT,:; Contae Loch Garman, Eire

i - . "RORI ¢pon T 4353539160600
LP L...,._____Sl'hoag,l_ P F. +353 539160699
e e o E info@epa.e

8 May 2012 - e 4, . ‘W www.epaie
LoCall: 1890 33 5599

Your ref.: 01.JA0032

Re: Continued operation of landfilling activities and an increase in waste acceptance at
Powerstown Landfill, Powerstown, Co. Carlow

For the attention of Sinead Mclnerney

- Dear Ms Mclnemney éo& _
I refer to your letter dated 10 April 2012 seeking the vie y\\{c\)f the Agency regarding a numbe

of issues in relation to the Powerstown Landfill, licehee register number W0025-03. It should
be noted that the Agency has not received an i@ation for a licence revision in respect of
the increased tonnage in waste acceptance, an Hherefore the Agency has not carried out a
-detailed examination of all the informgb@n?}which would be required to make a full

assessment for the purposes of waste lic\eﬁgiﬁg.

O

The Agency has examined the EIS a%(o)&\}&led to your letter and insofar as the project is at the
planning permission stage it appea So identify, describe and assess, in a manner appropriate
to this stage of the process, th¢Pdirect and indirect effects of the project on the factors
identified in Article 3 of th¢’ EIA Directive (85/337/EEC as amended) including the
interaction of those factors. The impact of the activity on the receiving environment has been
addressed in the EIS. On the basis of the information contained in the EIS, and having regard
to the mitigation measures as proposed, the Agency notes that the EIS indicates that the
relevant parameters are met.

The existing planning permission for the facility requires that landfilling activities cease by
January 2012. The landfill is not full and Carlow County Council is seeking permission to
operate the landfill until it is full. The waste licence for the facility does not specify a date for
cessation of landfilling activities. If landfilling does not recommence, the landfill licence will
regulate and control the closure and aftercare management of the landfill without recourse to
a licence review.

Carlow County Council is also seeking to increase the authorised waste acceptance at the
facility from 40,000 tonnes per annum to 50,000 tonnes per annumi. The licence currently
restricts waste acceptance to 40,000 tonnes per annum. As noted in the EIS, an increase of the
scale sought will require a licence review.

The landfill is already regulated and controlled in accordance with the requirements of
Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste. In granting the existing waste licence, the

Ty

&3

.
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Agency addressed the potential environmental impacts of the landfill cells. In addressing /.\"' '
environmental pollution, one of the potential Jong-term threats to the environment from a
landfill is posed by leachate. Groundwater and surface water environments can be
contaminated should leachate escape from the landfill and the existing licence controls those
aspects of the development concerning the generation, containment and management of
leachate. The licence contains all regulation and control necessary for the existing scale of
activity. Any changes necessary to accommodate an increase in waste acceptance up to
50,000 tonnes per annum will be assessed by the Agency.

QOverall, the EIS addresses the key points in relation to the environmental aspects of the
landfill. The processing by the Agency of a licence application would evaluate these issues in
greater detail and any licence as may be granted would fully implement the requiremnents of
the Landfill Directive, A licence may not be granted in respect of a landfill unless the Agency
is satisfied that it will not cause environmental pollution.

Odour control is an important feature of licences and the prevention of odour emissions from
the landfill is an important issue for the Agency. The incidence of odour complaints to the
Agency has reduced from 7 in 2008 to 2 in 2009 to none in 2010 and 2011. According to the
EIS, a greater number of complaints were logged directly by the licensee and a decreasing
trend is noted (with no complaints received in 2011).

With regard to the reference in section 13.3.6 of the EIS (p#128) to investigations in to the
nature, source and cause of elevated levels of condlggtivity, ammonia and chlonde in
groundwater, the Agency carried out a further auditof the facility on 14/2/2012. The Q4 2011
monitoring report which contains results fro ?@‘bmary 2009 to November 2011 was
reviewed. There was elevated conductivity, a ia and chloride levels and breaches in the
threshold limit values (S.I. No. 9 of 201 trigger levels at GW1 and’ GW2 during this
period and elevated ammonia levels and®bséaches of threshold limit values for aluminium at
GW2, GW6, GW7, RCAIIl and %@ X > in March 2011, The licensee has appointed a
consultant, at the Agency’s reque&,& 20/7/2011, to carry out an investigation into these
elevated levels. The Agency has requested that the licensee submit a report on the findings of
the investigations as soon as &@ible. Carlow County Council has not submitted a report to
date.

The Agency recently (December 2011) published a Final Draft BAT Guidance Note on Best
Available Techniques for the Waste Sector: Landfill Activities. The document is available at
http://www.epa.ie/downloads/advice/bat/.

The commentary in this letter is made without prejudice to any future decision of the Agency
relating to the proposed development.

5
Yours sincerely,

AN RORD PLEANALL ﬂ
‘ Y

%¥ = T'N}E e AT — B e E
!II

Brian Meaney .~ 8 MAY 2012 ;
-Senior Inspector . |
Environmental Licensing Programme WTED FREL e d
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Your ref.: 01.JA0032

Re: Continued operation of landlilling activities and an increase in wasie acceptance at
Powerstown Landfill, Powerstown, Co. Carlow

For the attention of Sinead Mclnerney

Dear Ms Mclnerney é\\»&

&
I refer to your letter dated 10 April 2012 seeking the \\Lie of the Agency regarding a number
of issues in relation to the Powerstown Landfill, li register number W0025-03. It should

be noted that the Agency has not received an a @tion for a licence revision in respect of
the increased tonnage in waste acceptance, o@ﬁdﬁerefore the Agency has not carried out a
detailed examination of all the informaffog®which would be required to make a full
assessment for the purposes of waste ligef?@mog.
S

The Agency has examined the EIS aﬁ@ﬂ\ed to your letter and insofar as the project is at the
planning permission stage it appeat; o identify, describe and assess, in a manner appropriate
to this stage of the process, thg®direct and indirect effects of the project on the factors
identified in Article 3 of the EIA Directive (85/337/EEC as amended) including the
interaction of those factors. The impact of the activity on the receiving environment has been
addressed in the EIS. On the basis of the information contained in the EIS, and having regard
to the mitigation measures as proposed, the Agency notes that the EIS indicates that the
relevant parameters are met.

The existing planning permission for the facility requires that landfilling activities cease by
January 2012. The landfill is not full and Carlow County Council is seeking permission to
operate the landfill until it is full. The waste licence for the facility does not specify a date for
cessation of landfilling activities. If landfilling does not recommence, the landfill licence will
regulate and control the closure and aftercare management of the landfill without recourse to
a licence review.

Carlow County Council is also seeking to increase the authorised waste acceptance at the
facility from 40,000 tonnes per annum to 50,000 tonnes per annum. The licence currently
restricts waste acceptance to 40,000 tonnes per annum. As noted in the EIS, an increase of the
scale sought will require a licence review.

The landfill is already regulated and controlled in accordance with the requirements of
Directive 1999/31/EC on the landfill of waste. In granting the existing waste licence, the
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Agency addressed the potential environmental impacts of the landfill cells. In addressing ‘
environmental pollution, one of the potential long-term threats to the environment from a
landfill is posed by leachate. Groundwater and surface water environments can be
contaminated should leachate escape from the landfill and the existing licence controls those
aspects of the development concermning the generation, containment and management of
leachate. The licence contains all regulation and control necessary for the existing scale of
activity. Any changes necessary to accommodate an increase in waste acceptance up to
50,000 tonnes per annum will be assessed by the Agency.

Overall, the EIS addresses the key points in relation to the environmental aspects of the
landfill. The processing by the Agency of a licence application would evaluate these issues in
greater detail and any licence as may be granted would fully implement the requirements of
the Landfill Directive. A licence may not be granted in respect of a landfill unless the Agency
is satisfied that it will not cause environmental pollution.

Odour control is an important feature of licences and the prevention ot odour emissions trom
the landfill is an important issue for the Agency. The incidence of odour complaints to the
Agency has reduced from 7 in 2008 to 2 in 2009 to none in 2010 and 2011. According to the
EIS, a greater number of complaints were logged directly by the licensee and a decreasing
trend is noted (with no complaints received in 2011).

With regard to the reference in section 13.3.6 of the EIS (p28) to investigations in to the
nature, source and cause of elevated levels of condugtivity, ammonia and chloride in
groundwater, the Agency carried out a further audtt@%‘ tlie facility on 14/2/2012. The Q4 2011
monitoring report which contains results froong? ruary 2009 to November 2011 was
reviewed. There was elevated conductivity, aggmgnia and chloride levels and breaches in the
threshold limit values (S.1. No. 9 of 7010)\&%& trigger levels at GW1 and GW2 during this
period and elevated ammonia levels an@@@‘aches of threshold limit values for aluminium at
GW2, GW6, GW7, RCAIl and R&w in March 2011. The licensee has appointed a
consultant, at the Agency’s requestﬁ 20/7/2011, to carry out an investigation into these
elevated levels. The Agency has lested that the licensee submit a report on the findings of
the investigations as soon as P Ible Carlow County Council has not submitted a report to
date.

The Agency recently (December 201 1) published a Final Draft BAT Guidance Note on Best
Available Techniques for the Waste Sector: Landfill Activities. The document is available at
http://www.epa.ie/downloads/advice/bat/.

The commentary in this letter is made without prejudice to any future decision of the Agency
relating to the proposed development.

Yours sincerely,

B e

Brian Meaney
Senior Inspector
Environmental Licensing Programme
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