
WOOD ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT LTD 
Environmental MaHanar#ment consultants 

Administratioa 
Licensing Unit 
office of clhate 
Licensing & Resource Use 
EnvinnunentaIProtecticmAgency 
Headquartefi 
POBOX 3000 
Johnstown Castle Fistate 
CO Wexford 

RE. Waste Licence WO286-1 "be Recyclhog V i e  Ltd - 
DearSirs, 

I refer to your recent Article 12 Compliance Requirements correspondence seeking further infomurho 'nand 
clarification m relation to the waste lime application submitted by The Recycling Village Ltd, Unit 21, 
Duleek Business Park, Commons, Duleek, CO Meath. 

Please find below ami attached the fivther information and cldcation as sought in your correspondence 
dated 18* June 2013. 

1. Surface WuterDischPFge. 
The Recycling Village ud confirms that the only aqueous discharge fbm the site ie. uncontaminated yad 
water run off and roof water, drains to an existing mains surface water sewer via iiu internal surfirce water 
dramage system and mterceptm sump. 

The Recycling V i  Ltd confirms that the above statement shall replace the statement on page 2 of 4 m 
Attachment 1 titled 'Existing Etlvhrmment BE Impact of the Activity', which incorrectly states that the yand 
water drains to foul sewer. 

2. pmeeaecapacity. 
The existing fitcility is currently permitted to p m e s  upto 9,000 t o m s  of W E E  and 1,000 tormes of 
battaies. This is achieved over 1 x 7.5 hour shift per day @g 5 days pa week The processing coprrdry 
of the existing equipment as currently operated is summarizsd below. 

3,432 

1,657 

The waste licence application proposes to increase the site thoughput to upto 11,000 tomures of WEEE and 
4,000 tomes of batteries. This will be achieved using the existing process equipment over 2 x 7.5 hour shifts 
per day Operating 6 days per week The processing capability of the existing equipment over the proposed 
extended operating hours is summatlzed * below. 

I Castle Grove, Kilgobbin Wood, Sandykrd, Dublin 18, Ireland 

Emil:amd@,wemlie Web S i :  www.weml.ie Registered in khnd No. 315150 
TeyFax: 01-2945613. Mobile: 087-2854171. 
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0 ~ 4 f l k t s w l s y c . r w l l ( r r r c k m e a d r d c g  
Ib:wtietingwEEE~ciingfacilty is bcataiatuBit21, Dul#kBusineespsak, canrmon, -CO 
Meelh (enml, N7W41). The areti ofthe site is appximately 6,313m2 (1.36 sacs) end is located withia a 
lnapoeebuiltB~Park.AUacceesroadsancovdintarmac. 

There is one large budding at the site messuring approximately 1,7O0m2. Ail W E E  processing takes 
plaoe h i d e  the fscilty building and all segregated mataipls eecurely stored under cover in acootdlillce 
with the sites EMS pnxdurcs. 

The site yardis c o v d  withconcrete sndischpiwd viaa eeries ofgdliestbatdiscluugctoan 
mterccptor prior to discharge to a lacal authority surface mer off site. 

The site is coimcctcd to the futl range of utilities including; electricity, warn, S W Q %  telephone, 
bmadbad etc. It is Ltcwd by a 2m steel fence sadmonitored by CCTV. Themaingates to the facility 
am locked at night. These mt88uns prevent unauthorised access and disposal of waste at the frtcilty. 
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Kaot (GdWs cumdw) [A1431 
!3mdahg (Cizli& h) [A1441 

Reddmk (Trihgrr dociantL9) [A1621 
Tumstane (Ararrairr h&tpm) [A1691 
Little Tan csdarpo cllbm) (A1951 
WcthmdS& WtmtJinkIA9991 

Black-tdd M (W I-) [A1561 

2. River Nannv Estuarv and Shore SPA 004158 

Summary Description: 
Estuary & Som (Site sympsis Appaldh 1) 
Conservation Objectives: 
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3. River Borne and River Blackwater SPA 001232 
Summary Description: 

Riva(SitCSyaopsisAppadix 1) 

T o ~ c a n s b n e t h e f a ~ o o n s a v a t l o n  - d ~ o f t h e b i r d s p e o i e s l i e t s d a s s p c o i r l ~  *Intaaa 
Conservation Objectives: 

Em tbis SPA 
Key ConservatiodQualifymg Interests of the site: 

Khglisk (A&& otdhir) [A2291 

4. River Bone and River Blackwater SAC 002299 
Summary Description- 

Conservation Objectives: 
T o ~ a r ~ t h e ~ v ~ k c o a s a v a t i o n c o n d i t i o a o f t h e A r m e x I ~ ~ s ) a n d / a r r h e ~ I I ~ f m  
whirsl &SAC hasbear selcctsd 
Key ConservatiodQualifjkg Interests of the site: 

Riva(sitcSywpsisAppendix 1) 

River iampmy (tompdra fhtvistitis) [ioss] 
sehnoa(s9hnosalr)[1106] 
otta (Lulra lutm) [1355] 
Alkalhchf723oj 
A u u v i a l f ~ ~ ~ ~ a n d a n d p r s n i a u s c x o d e i o r ( A l n o - p l l d i o n , ~ i n c a n o e , ~ ~ ~ [ 9 1 E 3 o ]  
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Noise No 
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The Recyding Village ud, Unit 21, Dukek Business Park, Duleek, Co. Meath, is indicated on the 
following map with a red cross. The red drcular boundary marks out a 15km radius around The 
Recycling VHbge Ltd: 

‘ f 

/-w’”’..v. .... I -  4. I E + ~ ~ ~ I - Y W W -  I ps c n 

1. 001957 Boyne Estuary & Coast SAC, 002299 Rover Boyne & River Blackwater SAC, O04080 
Boyne Estuary SPA 

2. 004158 River Nanny Estuart & Shore SPA. 

From the National Parks and Wildlife Scrvicc’s Map Viewer(httu://webnis.nuws.ie/nuwsviewer/). 
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SITE sYNomIs 

SITENAME: RIVERBOYNEANDRIVERBLACKWATERSPA 

SITECODE: 004232 

The River B o p  and River B l a c b e r  SPA is a long, linear site that comprises 
stretches of the River Boyne and several of its tributaries; most of the site is in Co. 
Meath, but it extends also into Cos Cavan, Louth and Westme& It includes the 
following river sections: the River Boyne from the M1 motorway bridge, west of 
Drogheda, to thejunction with the Royal Canal, west of Longwood, CO Meath; the 
River Blackwata from its junction with the River Boyne in Navan to the junction 
with Lough Ramor in Co. Cavan; the Tremblestown River/Athboy River from the 
junction with the River Boyne at Kilnagross Bridge west of Trim to the bridge in 
Athboy, Co. Medh, the Stmeyford River &om its junction with the River Boyne to 
Stonestown Bridkqe in Co. We&meadq the River Deel Erom its junction with the River 
Boyne to Cummer Bridge, Co. Westme&. The site includes the river chaunel and 
marginal vegetation. 

Most of the site is underlain by Carboniferous limestone but Silurian Quartzite also 
occurs in the vicinity of Kells and Carbodems shales and sandstones close to Trim. 

The site is a Special Protectian Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Kingfisher. 

A survey in 2010 recorded 19 pairs of Kingfisher (based on 15 probable and 4 
possible tenitorieS) in the River Buyne and River Blackwater SPA A survey 
conducted in 2008 recorded 20-22 Khgfisher territories within the SPA. Other 
species which occur within the site include Mute Swan (W), Ted (la), Mallard 
(219), Cormorant (36), Grey Heron (44), Moorhen (M), Snipe (32) and Sand Martin 
(553) - all figures are peak counts recorded during the 2010 survey. 

The River Boyne and River Blackwater Special Protection Area is of high 
ornithological importance as it supports adanally importaut population of 
Kingfisher, a species that is listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. 

25.1 1.2010 
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SITESYNOPSIS 

SITENAME: RIVERBOYNEAND RIVERBLACKWATER 

SITECODE: 0@22!B 

This site c o q r i s l e s  the fteshwater element of the River Boyne as far as the Boyne 
Aqueduct, the Blackwater as far as Lough Ramor and the Boyne tributaries including 
the Deel, Stoneyford and Tremblestown Rivers. These riverine stretches drain a 
considerable area of Meath and Westmeath and d e r  areas of Cavan and Louth. 
The underlying geology is Carbonifmus Limestone for the most part with areas of 
Upper, Lower and Middle well representd In the vicinity of Kells Silurian Quartpte 
is present while dose to Trim are Carboniferous Shales and Sandstones. There are 
many large towns adjacent to but not within the site. Towns both d l  and large, 
include S h e ,  N&vau, Kells, Trim, Athboy and Ballivor. 

The site is a candidate SAC selected for alkaline fen and alluvial woodlands, both 
habitats listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. The site is also selected for 
the following species listed on Annex II ofthe same directive - Atlantic Salmon, 
Otter and River Lamprey. 

The main areas of alkaline fen are umwntratd in the vicinity of Lough Shesk, 
Freehan Lough and Newtown Lough. The hummocky nature of the local terrain 
produces fiequent springs and seepages which are rich in lime. A series of base-rich 
marshes have developed in the poorly-drained hollows, generally linked with these 
three lakes. Open water is usually fiingedby Bulrush (Tjpha latiiliu), Common 
Club-rush ( & i p s  lacusb+s) or Common Reed (Phmgmites ausbalis) and this last 
species also extends shorewards h e r e  a dense stand of Great Fen Sedge or Saw 
Sedge (CIQdium M ~ ~ W U S )  frequentty occu~s. This in turn grades into a sedge and 
grass community (Carex spp., Molinia caendeu) or one dominated by the Black Bog- 
rush (Schoenus n&ricans). An alternative direction far the aquatic/terrestriai 
transition to take is through a floating layer of vegetation. This is normally based on 
Bogbean (&fegxmdws tn$dia&z) and Marsh cinquefbil (Potentilla plustris). Other 

nutrient status e.g bog mosses (sphrrgntan spp.). Dive&ty of plant and animal life is 
high in the fen and the flora, includes many rarities. 'Ihe plants of interest include 
Narrow-leaved Marsh Orchid (Ikrclylohim munsteineri), Fen Bedstraw (Gulium 
uligimsum), Cowbane (Cicuta vimsa), Frogbit (HydmMs moms-mwe) and 
Least Bur-reed (19mrganizun minimum). These Species tend to be restricted in their 
distribution in Ireland Also notable is the abundance of aquatic Stoneworts (Cham 

species gradually become established on this cover, especially plants t o l m t  of low 

spp.) which are characteristic of calcareous wetlands. 

The rare plant, Round-leaved Wintergreen (Pymkz rotum.&+Zia) occufs around 
Newtown Lough. This species is listed in the Red Data Book and is protected under 
the Flora Protection Order, 1999, and this site is its only Occurrence in Co. Meath. 
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Wet d a n d  fringes many stretches ofthe Boyne. The Boyne River Islands are a 
small chain of thee islands sitwted 2.5 km west of Drogheda The islands were 
formed by the build up of alluvial sediment in this part of the river where water 
movement is sluggish. All of the islands are covered by dense thickets of wet, 
Willow (salix spp.) woodland, with the following species occurring: Osier (S. 
viminalis), Crack Willow (S.-lis), White Willow (S. alba), Purple Willow (salix 
purpurea) and &ey Willow (S. cinerea). A small area of Alder (Alnus glutinosa) 
woodland is f o d o n  sofl ground at the edge of the canal in the north-westem section 
of the islands. Along other stretches of the rivers of the site Grey Willow scrub and 
pockets of wet woodland dominated by Alder have become established, particularly at 
the river edge of mature deciduous woodland Ash (F.mxims excelsior) and Birch 
(Betulapubescens) are common in the latter and the ground flora is typical of wet 
woodland with Meadowsweet ( F i l i m l a  ulnnuia), Angelica (Angelica syhstris), 
Yellow Iris, Horsetail (Equisetum spp.) and occasional tussocks of Greater Tussock- 
sedge (Carexparricurclt). 

The dominant habitttt along the edges of the river is freshwater marsh - the following 
plant species occur commonly here: Yellow Flag (Insps&ms), Creeping Bent 
(Agmstis stolomfim), Canary Reed-- (Phalaris aru-ea), Marsh Bedstraw 
(Galium palustre), W e r  Mint (Mentha aqtuzzica) and Water Forget-me-not (kipsotis 
scorpioides). In the wetter areas of the marsh Common Meadowrue (lkzlicmm 
$avum) is found In the vicinity ofDowth, Fen Bedstraw (Gulium uliginosum), a 
scarce species mainly confined to matshy areas in the midlands, is common in this 
vegetation. Swamp Meadow-grass (Pmplus&+s) is an introduced plant which has 
spread into the wild (naturalised) along the Boyne appmximately 5 km south-west of 
S h e .  It is a rare Species which is listed in the Red DataBook and has been recorded 
among freshwater marsh vegetation on the banks of the Boyne in this site. The only 
other record for this species in the Republic is from a site in Co. Mimaghan. 

The secondary habitat associated with the marsh is wet grasslandand species such as 
Tall Fescue (Festmca anmdzmc ea), Silverweed (Potentilla anserina), Creeping 
Buttercup (Xanumculus repem), Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) and Meadow 
Vetchling ( ~ ~ p m ~ & s )  8fe well represernted. Strawberry Clover (mfilitium 
jkzgjinmr), a plant generally restricted to coastal locations in Ireland, has been 
recorded from wet grassland vegetation at Trim. At Rossnaree river bank on the 
River Boyne, is bund-Fruited Rush (Juncus compr~ssus) found in alluvial pasture, 
which is generaily periodically flooded during the winter months. This rare plant is 
only found in three munties in Ireland 

Along much of tfie Boyne and along tributary stretches are areas of mature deciduous 
woodland on the steeper slopes above the floodplain marsh or wet woodland 
vegetation. Many of these are planted in origin. However the steeper areas of King 
Williams Glen and Townley Hall wood have been left uamnaged and now have a 
more natural chatter. East of Curley Hole the woodland has a natural appearance 
with few conifers Broad-leaved species include Oak ( ~ ~ s  spp.), Ash (Fmnus  
excelsior), Willows, Hazel (Corylus avelhnu), Sycamore (Acer pseuhplatmus), 
Holly (Ilex qui@&m), Horse cheslnut (Aesculus sp.) and the shrubs Hawthorn 
(Cmtaegus momgym), Blackthorn (Pmnus spinosa) and Elder (Sambucus nigra). 
South-west of Slime and in Dowd~, the addition of some more exotic tree species such 
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ils Wych Elm (Vlms glabm), Beech (Fugus syht im),  and occasionally Lime (Tilia 
c o h ) ,  are seem Coniferous trees, Larch (Larrix sp.) and scots Pine (Pinus 
sylvestris) also occur. The woodland ground flora includes Barren Strawberry 
(Potentilk sterilis), Enchanter7s Nightshade (Circaea lutetimra) and Ground-ivy 
(Glechoma hedkmeu), along with a range of ferns. Variation occurs in the 
composition of the canopy, for example, in wet patches alongside the river, White 
Willow and Alder form the canopy. 

Other habitats present along the Boyne and Blac-er include lowland dry 
grassland, improved grassland, medswmp, weedy wasfeground areas, scrub, hedge, 
drainage ditches and canal. In the vicinity of Lough Shesk, the dry slopes of the 
morainic hummocks support grassland vegetation which, in some places, is partially 
colonised by Gorse (Ulex eumpus) scrub. Those grasslands which remain 
unimproved for pasture are species-rich with Common K n a p w e e d  (Centarrrear nigm), 
Creeping Thistle (Cirsium m n s e )  and Ribmrt Plantain ( P h g o  lanceolata) 
commonly present Fringing the canal alongside the Boyne south-west of Slane, are 
Reed Sweet-grass (Glyceria maxima), Great Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) and 
Meadowsweet. 

The Boyne and its tribuiaries is one of Ireland’s premier game fisheries and it offers a 
wide range of angling from fishing fbr spring salmon and grilse to seatrout fishing 
and extensive brown trout &hg.  Atlantic Salmon (salmo s u b )  use the tributaries 
and headwaters 8s spawning grounds. Although this species is still fished 
commercially in Ireland, it is Considered to be endangered or locally threatened 
elsewhere in Europe and is listed on Annex II of the Habitats Directive. Atlantic 
Salmon run the Boyne almost every month of theyear. The Bayne is most important 
as it represents an eastem river which holds large three-sea-winter fish from 20 -30 
lb. These fish gemerally arrive in February with smaller spring fish (10 lb) arriving in 
ApriVMay. The grilse come in July7 water permitting. The river gets a further run of 
fish in late August andthis run would appear to last well afterthe fishing season. The 
salmon fishing season lasts from I d  March to 30* !kjmxhr. 

The Blackwater is a medium sized limestone river which is still recovering from the 
effects of the arterial drainage scheme of the 70’s. Salmon stocks have not recovered 
to the numbers pre dramage. The Deel, Riverstown, Stonqrford and Tremblestown 
Rivers are al l  spring fed with a confinwlus high volume of water. They are difficult to 
fish in that some me overgrown while others have been affected by drainage with the 
resulting high banks. 

The site is also important for the populations of two other species listed on Annex II 
of the E.U. Habitats Directive, namely River Lampq (Laarpeaapuviatils) which is 
present in the lower reaches of the Boyne River while the Otter ( turn lutm) can be 
found throughout &e site. In addition, the site also supports many more of the 
mammal species Occurring in Ireland Those which are listed in the Irish Red Data 
Book include Pine Marten, Badger and Irish Hare. Comman Frog, another Red Data 
Book species, also occurs within the site. All of these animals with the addition of 
the Stoat and Red Squurel, which also occur within be  site, are protected under the 
Wildlife Act. 
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whooper Swans winter regularly at several locations along the Boyne and Blaclcwater 
Rivers. Parts of these areas are witbin the cSAC site. Known sites are atNewgrange 
(c. 20 in recent winters)* near S h e  (20+ in recent winters)* Wilkinstown (several 
records of loot) zmd River Blackwater fiom Kells to Navan (104 at Kells in winter 
1996/97,182 at W o r t  in winter 1997/98,200-300 in winter 1999/00). The 
available information indicates that there is a regular wintering populatioa of 
Whooper Swans bmsed along the Boyne and Blackwater River valleys. The birds use 
a range of feeding sites but roosting sites are not well known. The population is 
substantial, certady of national, and at times international, importance. Numbers are 
probably in the low hundreds. 

Intensive agriculm is the main landuse along the site. Much of the grassland is in 
very large fields and is improved. Silage harvesbing is carried out. The spreading of 
slurry and fertiliser poses athreat to the water quality ofthis salmonid river and to the 
lakes. In the more extensive agricultural areas sheeq grazing is carried out. 

Fishing is a main &mist a#raction on the Boyne and Blackwater and there are a 
number of Angler #ssociations, some with anumber of beats. Fishing stands and 
styles have been erected in places. The Eastem Reg~onal Fishery Board have erected 
fencing along selected stretches of the river as part of their salmonid enhsn?cement 
programme. Parts of the river system have been arterially dredged. In 1969 an 
arterial dredging s&eme commenced and disrupted angling h r  18 years. The 
dredging altered the character of the river completely and resulted in may cases in 
leavingveryhighbanks. ThemainchaanelfromDroghedaupstreamtoNavanwas 
lei3 untouched, as were a few stretches on the Blackwater. Ongoing maintenance 
dredging is carridout along stretches of the river system where the gradient is low. 
This is extremely destructive to salmonid habitat in the area Drainage of the adjacent 
river systems also impacts on the m a y  small wetland areas throughout the site. The 
River Boyne is a designated Salmonid Water under the EU Freshwater Fish Directive. 

The site supports populations of several species listed on Annex II of the EU Habitats 
Directive, and habitats listed on Annex I ofthis directive, as well as examples of other 
important habitats. Although the wet woodland areas appear small there are few 
similar examples of this type of alluvial wet woodland remaining in the country, 
particularly in the north-east. The semi-natural habitats, particularly the strips of 
woodlandwhich~alongtheri~banksandthemarshandwetgrasslan~ 
increase the overall habitat diversity and add to the ecological value of the site as does 
the presence of a range of Red Data Book plant and animal species and the presence 
of nationally rare plant species. 

6.10.2006 
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SITE SYNOPSIS 

SITE NAME: BOYNE ESTUARY SPA 

SITECODE oo80 

This moderatelysizsd coastal site, which is situated below the town of hgheda, 
comprises most of the estuary of the Boyne River, a substantial river which drains a 
large catchment. Apart fmm one section which is over 1 km wide, its width is mostly 
less than 500 m. The river channel, which is navigable and dredged, is defined by 
training walls, these being breached in places. Intertidal flats occur along the sides of 
the channelled river. The sediments vary from fine muds in the sheltered areas to 
sandy muds or sands towards the river mouth. The linear stretches of intertidal flats to 
the north and s o d  of the river mouth are mainly COmpOSBd of sand. One or moxe 
species of Eelgrass (Zusteru spp.) occur in the estuary. Parts of the intertidal a m s  are 

purslane (Hulimzonepo~oides). Other species present include Common 
Salmh-grass (puccineuiamcuitima), SeaPlantain(PlaDttag0 maritima), Lax- 
flowered Sea-lavender (Limonizun MZe) and Glasswort (Suliconia spp.). Common 
Cord-grass (Spatitina m g h )  occurs frequently on the flats and salt marshes. 

fringed by salt macrhes, ntost Of which a Of the Athtic type, and dominated by Sea- 

The Boyne Estuary is the second most important estuary for wintering birds on the 
Louth-Meath coastline. It has a total of ten species with populafions of national 
importance, i.e. Shelduck (218), Oystemtcher (1,099), Golden Plover (6,070), Grey 

(471), Redshank (583) and Turnstone (175) - all figures are average peaks for the 5 
year period 1995/96-1999/00. Of particular ride is that the site supports 7% of the 
national population of Knot and 4% of the total for Golden Plover. other species 
which occur include Bar-tailed Godwit (76), Cormonrnt (97), Brent Goose (172), 
Wigeon (454), Teal (BO), Dunlin (480), Curlew (393, Mallard (197), R e d - b d  
Merganser (14), Greenshank (a), Ringed Plover (80) and Mute Swan (13). The site 
provides both feeding and high-tide roost a m s  for the birds. The estuary also attracts 
large numben of gulls in winter, including Black-headed Gull (593), Common Gull 

Plover (98), Lapwing (4,657), Knot (1,771), Sanderling (69), Black-tailed Godwit 

(143, Herring G d  (403) and Great Black--& Gull (160). 

Little Tern bred m the past but s u d  breeding has not o c c d  since 1996. In 
1998 and 1999 part of the shingle bank where the birds nested was washed away by 
storms. Also, human pressure in thebeach areashasincreasedinrccent years. 

In general, the site has been modiiied by human activities. The river is regularly 
dredged to ;8ccofnmodae cargo ships, which can cause dismbance to the bird, fish 
and invertebrate communities in the estuary. Several factories operate upstream from 
the estuary and pollution and distuhnce associated with these has had an impact on 
the ecology of tbt area. Significant developments within the site could cause 
disturbance to tbc wintering birds. Nowadays there are no significant shooting 
pressures as the site is a Wildfowl Sanctuary 
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The site is of considerable ornithological hpomnce for wintering waterfowl, with ten 
species having populations of national imP0rtam;e . IittleTernhasbredintherecent 
past and could do so again in th ktum Of particular significance is that two of the 
wintedg species, Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit am listed on Annex I of the 
E.U. Birds Directive. Little Tern, which last bred successfully at the site in 1996, is 
also listed on h e x  I of this directive. 

31.3.2005 
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SITE SYNOPSIS 

SITE NAME: RIVER NANNY ESTUARY AND SHORE SPA 

SITE CODE: 004158 

The site comprises the estuary of the River Nanny and sections of the shoreline to the north and 
south of the estuary (c, 3 km in length). The estuarine channel, which extends inland for almost 2 
km, is narrow and well sheltered. Sediments are muddy in character and edged by saltmarsh and 
freshwater manh/wet grassland. The saltmarsh is best developed in the eastern portion of the 
estuarine channel, w*lth species such as Sea Plantain (Hantago matitima), Sea Aster (Aster 
trfjwliuni), Red Fescue (Festuca rubti$) and Sea Purslane (Halimione portulacde$ occurring. 
Further up the estuary, the marsh habitats support species such as Bulrush (Typba /atit5oli&l and 
Yellow flag (/r/jpseudacoru$. The shoreline, which is approximately 500 m in width to the low 
tide mark, comprises beach and intertidal habitats. It is a well-exposed shore, with coarse sand 
sediments. The welldeveloped beaches, which are backed in places by clay cliffs, provide high 
tide roosts for the birds. The village of Laytown occurs in the northern side of the River Nanny 
estuary. 

This site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special conservation 
interest for the following species: Oystercatcher, Ringed Plover, Golden Plover, Knot, Sanderling, 
Black-headed Gull and Herring Gull. The E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention to wetlands, 
and as these form part of this SPA, the site and its associated waterbirds are of special 
conservation interest for Wetland & Waterbirds. 

This is an important site for wintering waders, with nationally important populations of Golden 
lover (1,75g), Oystercatcher (i,oq), Ringed Plover (385). Knot (%WO) and Sanderling (240) 
resent (all figures awe average peaks for the 5 year period igg5/g6-1999/2000). The 
pulations of Knot and Sanderling are of particular note as they represent approximately 4% of 

eir respective national totals. Black-headed Gull (926) and Herring Gull (609) also occur here in 
gnificant numbers. A range of other waterbirds also occurs, including Cormorant (35), Brent 
se (145). Mallard (76), Grey Plover (55). Lapwing (1,087)~ Dunlin (721). Bar-tailed Godwit (59). 
ew (107), Redshank (iso), Turnstone (59). Common Gull (66) and Great Black-backed Gull . The site is of most importance as a roost area for the birds but the intertidal flats also 

vide feeding habitat. Many of the birds also utilise the intertidal areas and beaches further to 
north and south, and also the fields above the shore. 

The main threat to the wintering birds is increased levels of disturbance by beach users. 

This site is of ornithological importance as it supports five species of wintering waterbirds in 
numbers of national significance. Two species using the site, Golden Plover and Bar-tailed 
Godwit, are listed on Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. 

1.6.2007 
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