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Patrick C'Connor EIS — Expansion of Poultry Growing Operation

1 INTRODUCTION

This Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed development at Patrick O’Connor Poultry
growing operation at Rathcahill West, Templeglantine, Newcastle West, Co Limerick has been
prepared on behalf of Patrick O’'Connor by Montgomery EHS. The proposal development is the
construction of two additional poultry house at Rathcahill West, Templeglantine, Newcastie West, Co
Limerick

2 BACKGROUND TO THE DEVELOPMENT

2.1 PRESENT SITUATION

This E.I.S. forms part of a planning application to Limerick County Council on behalf of Patrick
O'Connor, Rathcahill West, Templeglantine, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick for permission to construct
one Poultry House, along with all ancillary structures (to include meal storage bins, sonled water tank,
etc.) and associated site works. ; :

The applicant, Patrick O'Connor currently operates and manages ttggbadjacent 2 poultry houses which
currently have a capacity of 20,000 each.

There are 1 person employed directly at this: snte Wlk@%\?@floﬁaﬂ_obsvin the areas of transport, feed,
hatchery, etc. indirectly employed. The operatlon ;Qﬁ{q%*proposed development will be along broadly
similar principles to that carried.out on-existing Eﬁ@ﬁry houses within the county; however it will be
carried out in a welfare eompliant.envirgnmest,, This will involve the feeding, management and
husbandry of bnrds and generai sste manggém@nt

All birds produced ori thss sate wnII be se@tcfo the one of the chicken processing plants in Ireland which

is: : &0

'\
[§)
e« Carton Bros, Shercock, Cccf Cavan

* Western Brand, Bailyhaunis, Co. Mayo
¢ Cappoquin Pouliry, Cappoquin, Co Waterford

« Shannvale Foods, Clonakilty, Co Cork

The additional proposed poultry house will be alongside of the existing two poultry houses and is
operated by the applicant. While this proposed poultry farm will be managed and operated in
conjunction with the existing poultry houses.

This site of the proposed development is agricultural land, owned by Mar. Patrick O'Connor the owner x
/ operator of the existing poultry houses and forms part of his overall landholding of 1.4 Hectares -
adjacent to, and including the site of the proposed development. This site is located just off a local *

national primary route (N21) in the town land of Rathcahill West, Templeglantine, Newcastle West: Co.

Limerick and is less than 0.5 Km's off the regional route, the N21, between Newcastle West and’ »f’j"
Abbeyfeale. G

Ty,
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Patrick O'Connor EIS - Expansion of Poultry Growing Qperation

This proposed site is situated c. 9 km's south west of Newcastle West, Co. Limerick

The E.1.S. relates to an application seeking planning permission for the erection of one poultry house
with a capacity for 34,000 birds for the production of chicken for human consumption in welfare
friendly system. Total site capacity upon completion of proposed development will be ¢. 74,000 birds.
The proposed houses are to be constructed in accordance with, and toc comply with, S.1. No. 14 of
2008 EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (WELFARE OF FARMED ANIMALS) REGULATIONS 2008.

2.2 NEED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT

According to figures announced in November 2010 by Bord Bia's, the volume of poultry sold in Irish
retail over the past year has increased by 6%. The Irish retail chicken sales are valued at €175 million.

At a conference in November 2010 Dermot Ryan, Deputy Chief Inspector at.the Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food drew attention to the Department’s recently launched Food Harvest
2020 report and the particular provisions of this initiative that “will be significant to'the development of
the poultry and egg sector over the coming decade.” He highlighted:the importance of research into
“new technologies aimed at improving production efficiencies agiwell as-further development of

innovative and value-added output as crucial to competiti&gn,gésvand futtre growth.”
. BANES i
i SO TR e
i Q&?i& -
Speaking at the event Aidan Qotte_r»,jChief»Exgg@%‘@om Bia.commented "The poultry and egg
sector remains a valuable and integral part of thedrish-agricultural economy, with output at farm level
estimated at €150 million in 2009 (€120 milliopcfrom. poultry meat and €30 million from eggs). The
sector is a significant employerinrural] d-with over 6,000 people employed in poultry processing
and egg packing and up to a further 8506\fé? ns involved in the production of poultry and eggs.”
i ) e S \
Ireland has one of the highest Ievels&? pouitry meat consumption within the EU, with in excess of 30kg
per capita consumed and this voluwie is increasing with annual chicken sales up by 5% over the past
year. However, one of the greatest issues for the poultry meat sector is the level of imports which

continue to exert downward pressure on the market and the indigenous Irish poultry industry,

The increase in the capacity at Patrick O'Connor poultry farmer will help meet the growth in the sector
description of the development

2.3 DO NOTHING AND DO SOMETHING SCENARIOS .
AN
4

The Do Nothing Scenario looks at the environment, as it would be if no development was carriﬁ'& out. \
In the Do Nothing Scenario, the capacity would not be increased to 74,000 birds. The lofig term ~
viability of the operation would have to be considered. o, Y

In the Do Something Scenario, capacity increase to 74,000 birds and the two new poultry h “.L']'ses wills, L
be constructed. N :
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Patrick O'Connor EIS - Expansion of Poultry Growing Operation

3 POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION

This section outlines the likely significant Environmental Impacts arising from the proposed increase in
capacity of the poultry growing capacity to 74,000 from 40,000. Where possible, design measures
have been included to reduce or eliminate possible impacts but where this has not been possible,
mitigation measures have been proposed to reduce or eliminate the identified impacts.

HUMAN BEINGS

Human beings interact, to a greater or lesser extent, with all aspects of the receiving environment.
Therefore, impacts on any aspect of the environment have the potential to impact on human beings.
The impact of the scheme as it specifically relates to human beings is covered under the headings,
Community, Human Health, Air Qualily, Noise and Vibrafion and Landscape and Visual Impacts.

3.1 COMMUNITY

Patrick O’Connor poultry growing operation at Rathcahill West, Templeglantine, NeWCésﬂe West, Co
Limerick is located to the South West of Newcastle West, town and some 40km from' Limerick City.
Other settiements in the area are Strand, Templeglantine and Ashforq. S

population structure or trends, or on the local-settiemeht. pattern. ‘However, the proposed
developments at Patrick O'Connor poultry operation wilkhave positive economic benefits and ensure
sustained empioyment over the additionat 20-yearsp %d_.rThe_'poultry industry is a significant
employer in the Limerick Region. A knéck .on'indii@@?' ect leading.to support of local services within
the community is envisaged. Potential negat‘iye’g@ . hoise; air-quality and traffic impacts on hurman
beings have been dealt within the relevant sections of the EIS. .-

32 ARQUALITY &

S

S)
The air quality impact assessfient was carried out by Montgomery EHS for the proposed
development.

The proposed expansion to the Poultry Operation was also considered in terms of dust dispersion.

The existing operation indicates that the air quality in the vicinity of the plant is good with no significant
impact to air quality as a result of existing site operations.

The proposed operation will be identical to the existing operation. The proposed additional poultry
operation will have dust levels within relevant guidelines and that the future site operations will not
have a significant impact on air quality.

Construction activities such as excavations and earth moving may generate quantities of construction
dust, particularly in drier weather conditions however; these will be of a short duration and mitigation
measures will be implemented. The effect of construction activities on air quality, in pa'rtiéq;ar
construction dust, will not be significant. An odour management plan has been generated in ordef to
establish the measures necessary to minimise odour. ~
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Patrick O'Connor EIS — Expansion of Poultry Growing Operation

3.3 NOISE

Montgomery EHS carried out a baseline noise survey at 4 locations in the vicinity of the proposed
development in order to assess and quantify the existing noise environment. Noise fevels during the
operational phase of the development were then measured to assess the noise impact of the
development at nearby residential locations.

The noise climate in the vicinity of the existing site is relatively low. The fact that no complaint has ever
been received indicate that noise levels from the plant's current operations do not have a significant
impact on the noise levels of the surrounding area, and that there will be no impact from increasing
capacity of birds.

The potential noise and vibration impacts on the surrounding area from extending the poultry operation
were considered for two distinct stages: the shot-term impact of the construction phase and the long-
term impact of the operational phase.

During the construction phase of the project, there is a potential for generation of a temperary increase
in noise and vibration due to the nature of activities undertaken during site preparation and
development, such as rock breaking and excavation. However, the application:.of-neise limits on
construction activities and hours of operation, along with adherence to the giidance ‘set out in British
Standard BS 5228 1997 "Noise Confrol on Construction and Demolition Sftes ‘Will ensure that noise
and vibration will be kept to a minimum. ) \rgJ : G

Therefore during the operation phase, it is predicted that g@l%e\ Ieveis wn! remain below the site’s IPPC
noise level limits at the nearest noise sensitive tocanorc?, ;\o\ »

3.4 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL & ®§
..... okl \\o)

Montgomery EHS assessed the: landsca@ﬁ and-: vusual elements of the proposed development. The
existing poultry facility and- assomatg& infrastructure does not visually dominate the immediate
landscape. The landscape itself is péral and agricultural and much of the landscape surrounding the
site is low-lying with little topograghic relief. Residential property is generally dispersed along local
roads through increased development; there are a number of poultry units in the area and considered
part of the local landscape.

The site where the proposed poultry house will be constructed is not visually prominent as it is the rear
of the existing poultry houses. The existing hedgerows will be retained and strengthen to reduce the
visual impact of the proposed poultry houses.

As such the site is neither sensitive nor vulnerable in landscape terms and in overall terms is typical of
a landscape type that is widespread in the area.

G

Given the nature and impact of the existing facility, the proposed extension will not result in d@f‘nific

overall landscape and visual impact, though locally minor visual impact will arise. S .
o ”\\
Construction work will take place at a relatively low level and against the backdrop of thre existing o~
poultry houses with its various on-going activities. This impact will cease once the constr,uctlon phase P
is complete. : R S ;
I /. ;
S 3
f/ ",:v:\"
R
\“\ 6
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Patrick O'Connor E!S — Expansion of Poultry Growing Operation

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

This section covers the potential effects of the proposed development on the natural environment. The
site and the lands surrounding are not part of any ecological designation, both national and EU. The
site is of low ecological value, which is improved grassland with the land utilised for silage production.

3.5 TERRESTRIAL ECOLOGY

Montgomery EHS surveyed the flora and fauna within the site of the proposed poultry houses. The
Rathcahill West site is surrounded by improved grassland for silage production and grazing of cattle.
The main impact on terrestrial ecology since the operation commenced was the removal of grassed
area for the existing poultry houses. No significant impacts on terrestrial ecology are anticipated
increasing the capacity to 74,000 birds. There is poor quality of habitats within the area of the
proposed poultry which is limited to improved grassiand. This habitat is generally widespread around
the limerick region. The grassland is probably the species poor habitat as it is established on
limestone and shallow soils. The area provides a habitat for birds and mammals of local importance
and the loss of habitat resulting from the development will have a slight negative impact. .

3.6 AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT s
An assessment of the aquatic environment surrounding\ .r@‘%onhor existing poultry operation was
carried out by Montgomery EHS. The site has:limit d\g(;ﬁer‘bodie's with a small drainage ditch.

Surveys of the habitats and flora and fauna were dr ied. out. None of the species of plants and
animals recorded were of specific nature tonservati pdrtance orinterest.
S : Sy T e At

The site will only discharge cléan rurioff th é@%cﬁected;and discharge to the drainage ditch. The
increasing capacity and the additional poultrythouse will mean an increase in the discharge volume to
the drainage ditch: <No-significant impa gﬁ\h the-ecology of the area is expected from the increase in
discharge from the ¢Clean ’surface‘Wate(\tb the-drainage ditch.

S

O
During construction. care will be fdken that no accidental spillages will pollute the surrounding water
bodies. Water runoff form the construction site will also be intercepted to ensure that no suspended
solids are released.

3.7 SOILS GEOLOGY AND HYDROGEOLOGY

An assessment of the soils, geology and hydrogeclogy at the site of the proposed development was
carried out by Montgomery EHS. The soil types occurring within the footprint of the proposed poultry
houses are maostly made up of glacial til. The site of the proposed two poultry houses will be
excavated

3.8 CLIMATE SN

There are no direct impacts predicted on the existing macroclimate as a result of the proposed
expansion. The expansion will however increase the viability of the poultry operation thereby D
facilitating the continued emission of pollutants such as NOx into the atmosphere. Air quality _ ™
emissions will be licensed by the EPA as part of Patrick O'Connor's IPPC licence. in setting Jimits for .~ -
industry in an IPPC licence the EPA take account of national and EU legislative fimits“and guidelings ,

for air pollutants and also Government policy in relation to Climate Change. s A

W

Y,
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Patrick O'Connor EIS — Expansion of Poultry Growing Operation

MATERIAL ASSETS

3.9 AGRICULTURE

The proposed poultry houses will occupy an area of approximately 0.6ha, of which all are agricultural
lands. Agricultural enterprises in this area and the surrounding land include dairying and drystock.

The lands proposed for the extension are wholly within the ownership of Patrick O’Connor. The area
is currently utilised used for silage production. This practice will discontinue if the proposed additional
goes ahead and there will be a slight impact on volume of silage production due to the loss of volume
of silage. Dust control measures during the construction and operation of the poultry operation will
ensure that there will be no impact from dust on the surrounding tands or livestock.

3.10 NON-AGRICULTURE MATERIAL ASSETS

Existing poultry operation and the development comprises of an extension'ié ari'éxisﬁng business
operating for 20 years. So it would be expected to have no impact on non-agncultural materials
assets such as property commercial enterprises. ,:\5& N =

3.11 NATURAL AND OTHER RESOURCE a?? \o*

Montgomery EHS assessed the |mpact on natu@%ﬁ% other resourees in the vicinity of the proposed
extension to the proposed poultry.operation @ndany impact on natural resources due to increased
capacity from 40,000 t0 74,000 birds. Over@i&ﬁhe proposed extension and increase in production rate
will have some slight negative impacts< \ﬁ%’tural ‘and other resources. There will be no significant
impact on natural resources from the ipdréase in use of raw materials for feeding and heating the
additional poultry house. Cons’truchoggﬂatenals in required will be brought from nearby sources.

ARCHITECTURAL, ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE

An assessment of the impact of the poultry houses construction on architectural, archaeological and
cultural heritage was undertaken by Montgomery EHS. No recorded archaeological sites within the
proposed development area were identified and therefore no known archaeological remains will be
affected by the proposed development. The site of the proposed development is considered o be of
low significant archaeological potential. ,ff” T,
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