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OFFICE OF  
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

ENVIRONMENTAL LICENSING PROGRAMME 

TO: Directors 

FROM:  Brian Meaney                         Environmental Licensing Programme 

DATE: 1 Apri l 2016 

RE: Redaction of text from an inspector’s report prior to its publication 

1. Introduction 

The Agency received a request on 29 February 2016 from Bord na Móna to amend licence 
register number W0201-03. I presented a report and recommended amendment to the 
Board of the Agency on 14 March 2016. The recommended amendment was accepted. My 
report contains information that was deemed by the Agency to be confidential. I was asked 
on 16 March 2016 to: 

• prepare a memo to the Board seeking to redact the FP figure from my earlier 
report; 

• append and refer to the attached document; and 

• seek legal advice on this proposed approach.  

The appended document (see pages 3 to 5 below) is a memo that was considered by the 
Board on 8 July 2014 and approved subject to legal advice. I was informed by OEE that 
agreeable legal advice was obtained and the memo has informed OEE’s actions since. 

I was also asked on 16 March 2016 to get legal advice on my inspector’s report, specifically 
to address two questions the answers to which which will allow the Agency to decide how to 
deal with my inspector’s report: 

1. Can ELRA and CRAMP agreed costings be considered confidential?   

2. Should details of ongoing discussions and later the detail of agreed financial 
instruments (cash, bonds etc) be deemed confidential? 

2. Recommendation 

Having addressed the above requests and in accordance with legal advice received, I 
recommend that my original report be redacted prior to being made available to the public, 
by removal of figures relating to CRAMP and ELRA liabilities and gas income, and that part 8 
of my report be amended to read as follows: 

“The following summarises the factual position vis-à-vis financial provision at Drehid 
Landfill and is based on information provided by Mr Jim Moriarty, OEE. 

CRAMP costings of €xx,xxx,xxx were agreed with the EPA in July 2014 and ELRA 
costings of €x,xxx,xxx were agreed in December 2015. The EPA sought financial 
provision proposals for these liabilities and, in response to this, OEE met with Bord 
na Móna personnel on 3 March 2016.  
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The company intend to address the ELRA liabilities by means of an environmental 
impairment insurance policy. It was noted at the 3 March 2016 meeting that all of 
the necessary information had been provided to their insurance company and that 
the company should be in a position to submit fuller details regarding a proposed 
policy before the end of March 2016.  

In relation to the CRAMP liabilities, the company intends to address the financial 
provision obligations by means of a charge on gas assets at the landfill. The 
company said that gas revenues from engines at the landfill amount to some €x.xm 
per annum before tax and other deductions and, while this may fall off in later years, 
the gas asset, when aggregated over the longer term, exceeds the CRAMP liability. 
Detailed figures regarding gas revenues and projections remain to be submitted as 
do proposals for a suitable instrument to secure €xx.xm from the gas asset in a 
manner that complies with EPA guidance. This information is due by the end of 
March 2016.” 

 

 

Signed 

 

Brian Meaney 

Environmental Licensing Programme 
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