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1.0 Introduction 

 

Kerry County Council operates a waste transfer and recycling facility in the townland of 

Inchamacteige, approximately 3 km from the town of Caherciveen, Co. Kerry. The site is 

accessed via a small access road branching off the county road L-7006. 

 

The principal activity of the Transfer Station is the compaction of solid waste into 30 cubic 

metre closed containers for subsequent transfer and disposal at North Kerry Landfill in 

Muingnaminnane, Tralee.  From the 12th July 2014, all waste from Caherciveen WTS was 

transferred to KWD Recycling for treatment/disposal as North Kerry Landfill ceased taking 

waste. 

 

Other activities include the recycling or reclamation of inorganic materials including metals, 

glass, steel and aluminium cans, fluorescent tubes, household hazardous waste, cardboard, 

plastic bottles and newspapers.  

 
This Annual Environment Report is prepared in accordance with Condition 2.8 and  

Schedule B of Waste Licence W0087-01 issued by the Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA). 

 

 

2.0 Reporting Period 
 
The reporting period for this Annual Environmental Report is 1st January – 31st December 
2015. 
 
 

3.0 Waste Activities Carried out at the Facility 

 

Waste disposal activities are carried out at Caherciveen Transfer Station in accordance with 

Part 1 of Waste Licence W0087-01 which outlines the waste disposal activities licensed in 

accordance with the Third Schedule of the Waste Management Act 1996.  Licensed activities 

include: 

 

Class 12 Repackaging prior to submission to any activity referred to in a preceding 

paragraph of this Schedule. 
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Class 13 Storage prior to submission to any activity referred to in a preceding 

paragraph of this Schedule, other than temporary storage, pending 

collection, on the premises where the waste concerned is produced. 

 

 

Waste recovery activities carried out at Caherciveen Transfer Station are in accordance with 

Part 1 of Waste Licence W0087-01 which outlines the waste recovery activities licensed in 

accordance with the Fourth Schedule of the Waste Management Act 1996.  Licensed 

activities include: 

 

Class 1 Solvent reclamation or regeneration. 

 

Class 2  Recycling or reclamation of organic substances which are not used as 

solvents (including composting and other biological transformation 

processes). 

 

Class 3   Recycling or reclamation of metals and metal compounds. 

 

Class 4   Recycling or reclamation of other inorganic materials. 

 

Class 13  Storage of waste intended for submission to any activity referred to in a 

preceding paragraph of this Schedule, other than temporary storage, 

pending collection, on the premises where such waste is produced. 
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4.0 Quantity & Composition of Waste Received, Disposed & Recovered during  2015 

Waste tonnage disposed of at Caherciveen Transfer Station during the reporting year (2015) 

decreased very slightly (3.76 tonne) on the previous year (2014).  

The weight of the waste accepted into Caherciveen Transfer Station Facility for disposal for the 

reporting period was 543.56 tonnes.  This comprises of the following breakdown: 

 
Waste for Disposal  Tonnes 

2012 
Tonnes 

2013 
Tonnes 

2014 
Tonnes 

2015 
Household Waste 472.86 423.86 449.54 450.84 

 
Commercial Waste 37.64 32.42 39.44 45.44 
Road Sweeping/Street Cleaning 28.88 25.06 31.44 24.46 
Graveyard Waste 1.98 1.98 0.98 1.48 
Flytipping 16.40 20.86 25.92 21.34 

Total 557.76 504.18 547.32 543.56 

Table 1: Waste Stream Breakdown for reporting Period 2015. 

 
 

Overall the quantities of waste sent for recycling in 2015  is slightly higher( 10.76 tonnes)  than 

2014.Waste sent for recycling during the reporting period compared with previous years is 

outlined in Table 2 below. 

Waste for Recycling & Recovery Tonnes  
2012 

Tonnes  
2013 

Tonnes 
2014 

Tonnes 
2015 

Metals 20 26.44 27.98 33.40 

Glass 23.48 28.634 33.672 38.398 

Aluminium and Steel Cans 3.64 4.692 5.111 5.778 

Batteries 0.03 0.44 1.22 1.071 

Newspapers 52.88 51.04 50.87 54.42 

Cardboard 10.26 13.92 23.36 25.74 

Fluorescent Tubes 0.28 0.3 0.409 0.227 

Plastic Bottles 11.58 15.72 21.58 20.92 

Waste Engine Oil 0.98 1.28 1.15 1.708 

WEEE 61.65 68.23 56.506 49.502 

Dry Recyclables 12.68 11.84 15.02 16.44 

Textiles 1 1.1 1.32 1.06 

Total for Recycling/Recovery 198.46 223.86 237.90 248.66 

Table 2: Waste collected on site and recovered/recycled off site during 2015. 
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Appendix I contains a breakdown of waste by classification collected/ repackaged on site 

during the reporting period. 

 

 
5.0 Projections of the quantities to be accepted and percentages disposed and 

recycled/recovered for the coming year 

 
It is expected that waste disposal and recycling rates at Cahersiveen Recycling & Transfer 

Station will increase slightly for the next reporting period (2016). This is evident from the 

trends as set out in Table 1 and Table 2. 

 
An introduction of ‘Pay by Weight’ charging for household kerbside waste collections is to be 

in place by 1st July 2016 however the introduction of ‘Pay by Weight’ to the various recycling 

/civic amenity sites has yet to be put on statute. 

 
It is anticipated that the proposed Household Waste regulations will have an impact on the 

operation and site layout of the Cahersiveen  Waste Transfer Station and is forecasted to  

give rise to an increase in the number of customers using this facility.  

As part of our forward planning for this event, a digitised site survey is to be carried out by 

Kerry Council Road Design staff during 2016 to help with the traffic management layout of 

the site.  

The Agency shall be informed of any changes to the site layout etc. 

 
 
 
6.0 Summary Report on Emissions for the Reporting Period 

 
a) Foul Water Emissions 

The foul water discharge is monitored quarterly. The results are sent to the EPA and are also 

available at the Caherciveen facility. A Puraflow Wastewater Treatment Unit is installed at 

the facility to treat all foul waters from the site.  

 

b) Surface Water Emissions  

Surface water runoff from site roads and uncontaminated surfaces discharges via silt traps 

to the surface water drains.  
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c) Waste from Silt Traps and Interceptors 

The wastewater treatment system and drains were cleaned out on the 10th December 2015. 

The silt/sludge and wastewater were removed from the silt trap and  foul water treatment 

unit and disposed of at Tralee Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
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7.0  Summary of Results and Interpretations of Environmental Monitoring  

 
a) Dust monitoring 

No dust monitoring took place during 2015 however monitoring was carried out at the 

facility in August/September 2014. The dust monitoring results were within the emission 

limit value specified in the licence. 

 

There were no issues with dust during 2014 and no complaints were received in relation to 

dust at the facility during either 2014 or 2015. The results over the years have shown no 

significant nuisance from dust at the facility. 

 

It is Kerry County Council’s intension to seek a technical amendment in relation to the dust 

monitoring requirement of Waste Licence W0087 as past monitoring indicates that the site it 

not causing excessive dust to the surrounding environs. 

 

 

b) Noise monitoring. 

A noise survey to EPA NG4 was undertaken by Malachy Walsh & Partners ( Environmental 

Consultants) on the 11th February 2015.  Noise Levels recorded at Noise Sensitive Locations 

are determined to be below the emission limit value.  The site is therefore compliant as 

regard noise levels. 

 
There were no issues with noise during 2014 or 2015 and no complaints were received in 

relation to noise at the facility. The results over the years have shown that the facility caused 

no significant noise nuisance to neighbours. 

 
The waste transfer station does not generate noise at night-time when the facility is closed. 

 
It is Kerry County Council’s intension to seek a technical amendment in relation to the noise 

monitoring requirement of Waste Licence W0087 as past monitoring indicates that the site it 

not causing excessive noise to the surrounding environs. 

 

The Annual Environmental Noise survey (2015) is attached in Appendix V. 
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Table 3 Daytime Noise Monitoring Results Caherciveen Waste Transfer Station. 
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c) Monitoring of surface water. 

The surface water monitoring results are attached in Appendix II.  

 

d) Foul Water 

The foul water discharge is monitored quarterly. The results are sent to the EPA and are also 

available at the Caherciveen facility. A Puraflow Wastewater Treatment Unit is installed at 

the facility to treat all foul waters from the site.  

 

8.0 Resource and Energy Consumption Summary 

The following is the energy consumption for Caherciveen Transfer Station for the reporting 

period. 

 
8.1 Diesel 

The diesel usage for Caherciveen Transfer Station for the reporting period 2015 was  

1,409 litres which is in line with 2014 where 1,400 litres were used. The primary usage of 

diesel is for the waste compactor. 

 
8.2 Electricity 

Year 
Cahersiveen average kWh/Day electricity 

consumption 
2015 13.77 

2014 16.39 
2013 15.05 

2012 13.66 
2011 17 

 

Power is required for the office computer and lighting, weighbridge, waste compactor, 

storage heating, water pumping, cardboard baler, CCTV and public lighting on the site. 

 

8.3 Water 

Water supply is from a groundwater borehole on site. Water is mainly used on site for 

power washing yards, transfer station apron and hopper. 
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9.0 Resource and Energy Consumption Summary 

No development works were undertaken at the facility during the reporting period. 
 
 
10.0 Proposed Development Works for the Forthcoming Year 
 
On the 31st August 2015 the Government introduced a new legislative framework to give 

effect to previously flagged commitments around the management of household waste by 

amending the Waste Management Act 1996 through the Environment ( Micellaneous 

Provisions) Act 2015.An introduction of ‘Pay by Weight’ charging for household kerbside 

waste collections is to be in place by 1st July 2016 however the introduction of ‘Pay by 

Weight’ to the various recycling /civic amenity sites has yet to be put on statute. 

 

It is anticipated that the proposed Household Waste regulations will have an impact on the 

operation and proposed layout of the facility. As part of our forward planning for this event, 

a digitised site survey is to be carried out by Kerry Council  Road Design staff during 

2016.This survey will assist in the implementation of  a revised traffic management plan for 

the recycling centre in conjunction with the  ‘ Pay by Weight’ household regulations.  

 

 

 
11.0 Environmental Management System 
 
There is an Environmental Management System( EMS) for the  Cahersiveen Civic Amenity 

Site however it is likely that  the proposed Household Waste Regulations once implemented 

for ‘Transfer stations’ will have an effect  on the current system.The impact of the proposed 

regulations will be assessed and the EMS updated accordingly. The EPA  will be notified of 

any changes to the Environmental Management System . 
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12.0 Report Targets and Environmental Objectives and Targets for 2016. 
Target Area 2016 - Objective 2016 – Expected Outcome to Indicate 

achievement of target 
 
Odour Management 

Continue to ensure that the waste facility does not cause a nuisance in 
terms of odour through good housekeeping practices on site. 

No odour complaints received due to 
onsite/offsite odour. 

 
Waste Storage Practices 

Ensure good housekeeping on site so that waste is stored and collected in 
a timely fashion so as not to cause a nuisance on site or to the 
surrounding areas. 
It is our objective to construct/purchase secure sheds on site for the 
storage of WEEE and bailed cardboard. 

No wind blown litter on site or on the public road 
adjacent to our site.  
No overflowing bins on site. 
Proper segregation of cardboard and WEEE on 
site which will also give additional security for 
WEEE material. 

 
Incident Prevention 

Continue with daily inspection and record keeping of emergency ‘STOP’ 
controls on site and look at Fire Preventative and Emergency Response 
Procedure for the site. 

Staff will strive to ensure no incidents occur on 
site by being vigilant and act on notifiable 
incidents immediately or in so far as is reasonably 
practicable. 

 
Infrastructure integrity and 
drainage. 

An Integrity test was completed on the diesel bund in January 2016 and it 
is Kerry County Council’s intension to carry out the integrity test 
themselves every 3 years as per Schedule C of Waste Licence W87-01  
  

 
Compliance with Bund and tank integrity 
assessment. 

 
Waste acceptance, 
Classification and records 

Continue to record and document all waste types entering and leaving 
the site with monthly verifiable reports being produced. 
 

Monthly reports on waste streams produced and 
verified. 

 
 
Proposed Household Waste 
Regulations 

 
It is expected that the proposed Household Waste Regulations will have 
an impact on the operation and site layout of the Cahersiveen  
Recycling/Waste Transfer Station.  
Once the regulations are brought into force for the ‘recycling/transfer 
station’, it is Kerry County Council’s intension to assess their impact and 
adapt the site where necessary to meet the new requirements.   

 
Household Waste Regulations have yet to be put 
on the Statute Book . 
 
We will strive to ensure full compliance with the 
proposed ‘pay by weight’regulations. 
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13.0 Summary of Procedures Developed by the Licensee 

The following procedures were developed during the reporting period: 

• Revised Operational Procedures for the site supervisor which included a daily 

inspection checklist of ‘Emergency Stops’ within the confines of the Transfer/ 

Recycling centre. 

 
 
 
14.0 Reported Incidents and Complaints 

No incidences or complaints were reported in relation to the operation of the facility during 

the reporting period. 
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15.0 Report on Financial Provision at Cahersiveen Civic Amenity ,2015  

 
( a) Statement of Costs for Waste Operations 

Accelem Accelem (Text) 
Total Charge 

(€) 
60030 Wages €17,663.58 
60040 Salaries €4,826.95 
60100 ER PRSI €2,785.20 
60200 Overtime €1,816.52 
60300 Arrears €25.65 
60500 Annual Leave €1,702.41 
60510 Bank Holiday Leave €983.33 
60600 Travel/Subsistence €1,870.04 
60700 Eating on site allowance €3.80 
65500 Minor Contracts- Trade Services & other works €64,021.34 
66500 Non-Capital Equip Purchase - Fire Services €3.61 
67500 Non-Capital Equip Purchase - Computers €925.00 
68500 Non-Capital Equip Purchase - Other €73.17 
69000 Hire (Ext) - Plant/Transport/Machinery & Equipment €554.90 
69200 Repairs & Maint - Plant €0.00 
69260 Repairs & Maint - Other Equip €4.52 
69400 Transfers from Machinery Yard €5,813.00 
69600 Other Vehicle Expenses €102.00 
70000 Materials €378.07 
70990 Issues from Stores €1,935.56 
70991 Returns to Stores -€118.51 
71000 Insurance €405.52 
73400 Staff Travelling & Subsistence Expenses €961.45 
76000 Communication Expenses €300.76 
76100 Postage €61.79 
77200 Security - Property €256.19 
78000 Training €0.00 
79900 Consultancy/Professional Fees and Expenses €880.00 
81000 Printing & Office Consumables €0.00 
82100 Statutory Contributions to Other Bodies €7,512.96 
85100 Rates & Other LA Charges €162.80 
86000 Energy / Utilities €1,561.66 
  
 TOTAL €117,473.27 
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15 (b) Statement of Costs for Recycling Operations at Caherciveen Civic Amenity ,2015 
 

Accelem Accelem (Text) 

 
Total Charge 

(€) 
60030 Wages €14,464.23 
60040 Salaries €4,826.95 
60100 ER PRSI €2,555.58 
60200 Overtime €3,140.43 
60300 Arrears €25.65 
60400 Sick Pay €134.15 
60500 Annual Leave €2,763.48 
60510 Bank Holiday Leave €144.21 
60600 Travel/Subsistence €1,569.79 
65500 Minor Contracts- Trade Services & other works €6,172.46 
66500 Non-Capital Equip Purchase - Fire Services €14.40 
69000 Hire (Ext) - Plant/Transport/Machinery & Equipment €45.00 
69200 Repairs & Maint - Plant €0.00 
69260 Repairs & Maint - Other Equip €18.08 
69400 Transfers from Machinery Yard €2,227.50 
70000 Materials €877.38 
70990 Issues from Stores €3,105.11 
71000 Insurance €0.00 
73400 Staff Travelling & Subsistence Expenses €5,025.04 
76000 Communication Expenses €275.91 
77200 Security - Property €256.19 
78000 Training €0.00 
80000 Advertising €0.00 
81000 Printing & Office Consumables €46.00 
82100 Statutory Contributions to Other Bodies €0.00 
85100 Rates & Other LA Charges €0.00 
86000 Energy / Utilities €431.51 

  
 

TOTAL €48,119.05 
   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 18 of 41 



 

Page 19 of 41 

17.0 Programme of Public Information 

 
The following files are available for inspection on site by members of the public: 

• AER of previous reporting years 

• All correspondence with the Agency 

• Surface Water Monitoring Results 

• Incident/Complaints Register 

• Tonnage of waste accepted on site 

• Characterisation of waste accepted on site 

• Operational Procedure Manual 

• Waste Acceptance Procedure 

• Information on Recycling Initiatives e.g. leaflets. 

• Environmental Management System.
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Appendix I :  Waste Categorisation and Statistics 2015 
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Appendix II :  Results of Foul and Surface Water Monitoring 
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Map of Sampling Points 
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Appendix III – Results of Dust Monitoring 
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Appendix IV – Results of Noise Monitoring 
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Appendix V - AER/PRTR Return 2015 
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