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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Atlas Environmental Ireland Ltd. are a hazardous waste management and
envuonmental services company, providing a range of services to industry and the
public sector in Ireland. The main site activity is currently the refining and reuse of
waste oils/ ‘The recovery of waste oil filters, treatment of oily solid wastes and
bioremediz{tion of contaminated soil is also carried out on site and this proposal makes
provision i'for an expansion: in the quantities of these materials processed on site
without necess1tat1ng any site infrastructural works. "As part of an extension in the
range of materials recovered and recycled on the site it is proposed to handle the
following additional materials, which derive mainly from the automotive services
sector: gre:ases, fluorescent light bulbs, waste cooking oil, end of life vehicles (E.L.V
), windscreen glass, batteries, aerosols, tyres, solvents, brake fluids, antifreeze, mixed
fuels, windscreen washer, acids and bases treatment and electronic goods. There is
also provision within the proposal for the. storage of water treatment additives on site
for dxstnbutlon to client company’s :

This Enwronmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared primarily i in support of the
Waste Licence Apphcatton to the Envuonmental Protection Agency ( EP.A ). The
document has been prepared in accordance with the “Guidelinés on the preparation of
EIS published by the Environmental Protection Ageoé? (EPA 1995 and 2002)”. The
EIS is contained in 1 Volume containing a detiiled description of the proposed
development and the environmental 1m(§’a‘\qtz§\assessments under the following
headings: I F°

Waste Manageme’nt
Ecology &°
Soils, Geology and Hydro@&ibgy
Water | ' &
Air | &
Noise ’ &
La.ndscrape and Visual
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
Humanfx
Traffic| :
Material Assets
Interacftions

L
At the ou'%set of the project, preliminary consultations were made with the relevant
statutory and non-statutory organisations with responsibilities or interests in the proposed
development. The aim of this consultation was to determine the environmental and
planning aspects of the project that warranted consideration for the development of the
project in Conjunction with the Environmental Protection Agency’s published guidelines
on the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements: A meeting was also held ,as part-
of preliminary work, with representatives from the Environmental Protection Agency in
order to fully scope the EIS. : '
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2.0 PROJ]ECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed site expansion involves the construction and operation of a number of
small scale| waste recovery and transfer facilities' within the confines of and integrated

with the lemstmg Atlas Environmental Ireland waste management facility at-

Clonminanj Industrial Estate, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. The proposed development will
also facilitate an increase in the throughput of materials currently processed on the
site and again these measures will be integrated into the proposed facilities. This
section of the EIS aims to outline the proposed development within the current site,
from construction to integration with existing facilities and through to operation and
eventual decommlsswmng

The propdsed site is located in the Clonminam Industrial Estate, approximately 1 km

-south west! of Portlaoise Town Centre and north of the N6 National Primary Route as

illustrated 1 [m Figure 2.1 . The site is located in an urban area that is' dominated by
industrial and commercial activities. The northern and eastern sides are dominated
mainly by a short section of the Cork — Dublin rail line and adjacent railway yard.
The southern side of the pla.nt is bounded by the EMO fuel storage and office
complex whrle the western side is charactensed by commercial and industrial act1v1ty
with a small halting site further to the north west of the site. The current site occupies
a total area of approx. 6 acres of which the proposq new developments will take in

. approx. 2 acres. . &

S
At the outset of this project a numbgf?é‘ﬁo alternatives were examined. Firstly
Qe
alternatlvesr were considered regardlr;g\ Jhe location of the proposed development.
Three sﬁes} were considered; the e)@fﬁg@g Atlas site, the option of a “Greenfield” site
and the option of a site is a si industrial area. "The least disruptive and most

env1ronme1!1tally favourable opti g@was considered to be the current Atlas site. As-

part of this process attentroqo?%as also paid to alternative development designs and
alternative' processes. » terms of project design the most feasible and

envuonmentally favourgp‘l‘e option was found to be the construction of some stand

alone facilities within the site and the integration of the other proposed facilities with

~ existing site processes. The other options of .complete integration with the existing

site or the construction of a separate area within the site were found to be less
favourable! Alternative_processes were also considered, in particular regarding the
types of wastes to be handled, the environmental risks associated with the wastes and
indeed market considerations. The sludge drying process was also carefully examined
as part oﬂ this process and a number of alternative technologies were considered
before agreeing on the proposed system which was found to have operability, energy
efficiency é.nd emissions control advantages over the other alternatives.

Atlas Ireland currently provide a number of specialist waste management services to
the automotive sector, marine sector, industry and the public sector in Ireland from
their integrated waste management facility in Portlaoise. These services include the
following; | R o :

te  The manufacture of fuel from waste oils
fo The recovery of waste oil filters -

|e Treatment of oily solid wastes

I Bioremediation of contaminated soil

} EPA Export 26-02-2016:00:43:32 |
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The proposed development is a mixed one with a moderate increase in the throughput
of these activities and the introduction of a number of different processes, many of
which are small scale in nature, as follows;

1. The mstaﬂation of 2 new underground tanks to compliment an existing tank for the
storage ofl'wa'ste fuels, petrol and diesel, and waste solvents prior to shipment off site
for disposal. The tanks will all have containment compartments in order to hold any
potential spillag_es and also valves which prevent overfilling of the tanks.

| .

‘2. The coinstruction of a warehouse which will house a sludge drying unit and an

electricity |generator for powering the unit. The unit will have odour abatement
facilities to prevent any potential .odours and will reduce the sludge to dry pellets
having a minimal water content. There will be two further unrelated installation
within thrslwarehouse an enclosure containing a tyre shredder unit for the recovery of
waste tyres which are now banned at landfill sites and a series of four tanks for storing .
water treatlnlent chemicals for distribution to clients around the country.

3.There are also further developments proposed for the site relating to waste recovery
and storage prior to disposal off site; .
‘ (S

- o The exrstmg stores building will be exter&d@% to include an drea housing a

fluorescent lightbulb treatment unit, anC&(ésol can recycling system and an acids
and bdses treatment facility. Thes cesses will be carried on indoors and
within bunded area’s in order to é%@*tg@t against sprllages In addition there will be
storage area’s for batteries, wi gteen washwater and drummed oily solid wastes

The! area may also be use @l a rotating basis, for other waste recovery and
transfer materials associatedl xﬁﬁth the proposed development.

e Itis also proposed to co\nﬁ%ruct a bunded yard at the rear of the proposed new
warehouse for the following waste materials awaiting off site disposal or
recovery, oily solid wastes, antifreeze, ‘brakefluid and windscreen glass.

e An addltlonal bay as part of the existing soil treatment area on the site will also be
developed in order to provide additional bunded storage for the materials listed
above and also for additional soil treatment activities. An existing bunded bay off
the main tank farm on the site is also proposed for use as an area for storing
ELV’s{and electronic goods waste as part of this development.

o Existing site activities will also be moderately increased as a result of this
proposed expansion however there are no associated construction works as this
will in{(olve optimisation of existing site facilities. It is also proposed to process a
relatively small quantity of waste cooking oil using existing waste oil
reprocessing facilities at the site in addition to the waste orls currently processed
at the 91te.

\ : EPA Export 26-02-2016:00:43:32
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3.0 SITE CONTEXT

The Atlas isite is currently operated and managed in line with a number of regulatory
requirements most notably the Environmental Protection Agency’s Integrated

Pollution ?ontrol Licence, Reg. No. 472, for the site. The licence stipulated site
management requirements in addition to a range of environmental monitoring and
reporting requirements which must be carried out on schedule. Atlas have had this
licence in place for almost three years however due to a change in waste management
legislation, ‘.the company will now be required to apply for a waste licence.

There are also a number of environmental laws which the company must comply with
in the area’s of waste management, air quality, water,. plannmg and health and safety.

The company have devised procedures for remaining in conformance with these-

‘requiremerits and also for monitoring any. new legal requirements applyrng at the site

which may:come on line.
I '

Atlas also; operate an independently accredited Environment Management System -

which complies with the requirements of an international standard, ISO 14001. This

system of’ management in particular, ensures that all enwronmental management

functions are carried out in accordance with standard, written procedures and using

standard forms. There is also a system of continuoys°internal checking to ensure that

: procedures are being complied with and where don comphances are detected -then

there is a system of corrective action in or@% -0 rectify any issues that arise. The
system is also independently audited by (&?@ ational Standards Authority of Ireland
on a regular basis thus ensuring md@%ﬁient third party verification.  Under the
system Atlas have also develo {@m Environmental Policy which includes a
commltment to continuous impgeyement in environmental performance, complying
with all environmental lastQngo’the prevention of pollution.  Furthermore any
constructlon works which ar@%ndertaken on site will be carried out in accordance
with this environmental management system which will ensure that all wastes are
properly dlfsposed of andSthat any incidents are dealt with in a structured manner and
that measures are taken to ensure their prevention in future.

t EPA Export 26-02-2016:00:43:32
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4.0 ASSESSMENT OF KEY ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

4.1 Wastej Management

This deve}opment is broadly positive in light of waste management considerations
partlcularly current waste management policies coming from the EU and the

.Departmegt of the Environment and Local Government. In particular the

development facilitates the recovery of a number of materials which tend to be
landfilled in particular tyres and aerosol cans. The development will also provide an
affordable safe disposal outlet for a number of hazardous or harmful wastes which
are produ'eed by smaller producers and are often. not properly disposed of, in

particular ﬂuorescent lightbulbs, batteries, antifreeze, brakefluid, windscreen washer

and cookmg oils. The development also contributes to easing the common litter
problem assomated with ELV’s through the provision of a safe, contained compound
for this waste ‘The sludge drying facility contributes the lowering the volume of
sludge which is disposed of and could impact positively on sludge management plans.
The proposed development also contributes to energy efficiency through heat

recirculation within the sludge drying unit and the predominant use of reprocessed

- waste oils 1 1n the fuelling of the associated electricity ge&erators

I | . §Q§
4.2 Ecolog% gﬁj&@
F&

A desk and field based assessment of tﬁ?&ology of the site and surrounding area was

conducted|as part of complhng thig:EES in order to establish the existing conditions
and to assess the potential impaets©on ecology from the proposed expansion at the
site. Due to the largely mdu«sﬁ@o’settmg and existing developed nature of the site no
significant | 1mpacts arising ﬁgﬁl the development were identified. Furthermore the
site was not found to ligtwithin the boundaries of any designated sites such as
candidate Specml Area’s of Conservation ( cSAC’s ), Special Protection Area’s (
SPA’s) or proposed Natural Heritage Area’s ( pNHA’s). :

4.3 Soil, (;?_eology and Hydrogeology
o

All existiné information relating to regional, local and site conditions was assessed, in
particular t;he soil and groundwater investigations carried out at the site, as part of the
preparatlon of this section of the EIS. Soil samples taken at the site revealed levels
of some chemicals relating to diesel and gasoline however the concentrations of these
chemicals were found to be marginally above comparable limits. Notwithstanding,
Atlas are investigating this matter further with a view to establishing the source, in
particular to determine if the origin is from within the site or indeed outside the site,
and ta.kmgl an appropriate response. Given the level of site surfacing and
contamment of any potentlal spills arising from the storage of materials on site
coupled with the on going groundwater monitoring and management measures in
place by Atlas it was found that there were no significant impacts to soil, geology and
hydrogeology arising from this proposed development.

1
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4.4 Water?

Existing water testing results and other information regarding surfacewaters and
effluent was available from Atlas’ current environmental monitoring programme
under the company’s IPC Licence since early 2000. These data were assessed in
order to gain a picture of baseline conditions and in order to put the proposed site
expansion measures into context. Impacts during the construction, operation and
decommissioning phase were fully considered and due to the level and range of
existing measures in place coupled with the proposed alleviation measures it was
observed that there were no significant issues arising.

s

In the air |quality assessment section a comprehensive examination of all existing air

emissions from the site and proposed air emissions arising from the development was
carried out! This assessment process extended to the construction phase of the project
and cons1d¢'erat1on was also given to local weather conditions. In line with the initial '
EIS scopmg requirements, full air dispersion modellmg was carried out for the
proposed sludge drying facility in‘order to predict any potential odour emissions from
this unit and devise appropriate measures to mmgﬁ% se or treat these emissions, if

. required. Cons1derat10n was also given within this section to any potential traffic

derived air pollutlon during all stages of the q)é?\/g&\)pment

G5
Following odour modelling appropnat@%k}‘étement for the sludge drymg facility was
identified i 1n order to prevent odorous, @zmssmn from the unit. The predicted impacts
arising from the electricity gexl@{ , existing air emissions and traffic were not
con31dered} significant and vgd%)@ alleviation measures were 1ncluded in order to

ensure this. | : N
S

;. &

‘ QOQ
4.6 Noise }

Existing noise conditions were assessed from the results of the regular  noise
monitoring! surveys carried out at the Atlas site. In these surveys measurements are
taken at both the site boundary and at the nearest noise receptors, which are the
nearest res:idences in this case. All the elements of the proposed development,
including the construction and operational stages, were then analysed and potential
impacts were identified. Following the identification of potential impacts, attention
was focussed on remedial or reductive measures in order to lessen the potential
impacts. Broadly speaking, the project design had addressed potential noise impacts
through locating all proposed plant within noise reducing enclosures, in particular the
electricity generatlng unit which will come with a customised acoustic enclosure in
order to minimise noise emissions. It was concluded that the proposed expansion is
not expected to create any noise sources exceeding those already in operation on the
site which|and should therefore not lead to an increase in existing noise levels as a
whole.

) : EPA Export 26-02-2016:00:43:32 |
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4.7 Lanchape And Visual
i.

An assessment of the landscape and visual resources of the site and surrounding area
was conducted as part of the E.I.S through evaluating the current landscape character
of the area and a determination of the visual impact of the proposed development.
Referencen ‘was also made to any landscape designations under the Laois County
Development Plan such as scenic views, area’s of special development control or tree
preservation orders. Construction phase impacts were also given consideration in
addition to‘ operational phase considerations.

l‘ .
The ﬁndin‘gs of the assessment were that that no change to the existing landscape
character was expected to arise from the proposed development particularly given it’s
urban, industrial setting,

v
!
1

4.8 Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

The archaleology and cultural heritage assessment component of the E.IS involved
surveying | and evaluating selected sites of archaeologlcal, archltectural and historic
potential within, and in the immediate environs of, tge proposed development area.
This involved both a field study and a documentatlo%ds‘ewew

i O
During the assessment no features or ev@?%@\of historical interest were revealed,
furthermor{e no protected structures or sg@ﬁlres of architectural interest were found
to be located within the site. There @ ngf‘rall depot adjacent to the site which has a
history dating back to 1847 howevet there were no structures of architectural interest
or merit located within the depo@ Jn summary the proposed development was found
not to 1mpact on any featurestr e%ents of historical interest nor was it found to impact
upon any features of arcthecm?al interest.

| &

T,
4.9 Human Environment
In assessing the potential impact of the development on the human environment

. reference was made to the Laois County Development Plan and the “typical

significant | impacts likely to affect human beings” in relation to this particular
development type as outlined in the EPA Advice Notes on Current Practice In The
Preparation of Environmental Impact Statements, 1995. - All of the likely significant
impacts outlined for developments such as this have been fully covered within the
entire ELS. In this section the policy of the county council as it relates to this
development have been fully considered in particular policies regarding industrial
development sustainable development and environmental protectlon On review of
the pohc1els the proposed development was found to be in tune with the County
Council’s pohces for the town of Portlaoise and indeed the county. Atlas contribution
to the local economy including the expected increase in staff of about 9 members’
were also 'found to be broadly positive. Consideration of other aspects which may
impact on{humans is also covered within other sections in the E.I.S such as Noise,
Air, Traffic etc. '
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4.10 Traﬁjc
5

A detalled assessment of existing traffic conditions and predicted impacts arising
from this development which also involved traffic modelling was carried out as part
of this section. All factors were taken into consideration including Atlas’ existing
fleet, the location of the facility and traffic in the surrounding area particularly within
and leading into the Clonminam Industrial Estate.

The study;f also included a series of mitigation measures to minimise the potential
impacts of the development, these included measures by Atlas and indeed the Local
Authority.. In summary it was found that the proposed development would lead to an
increase in site traffic of approximately 25% however the anticipated disruption to-
existent traffic patterns was found to be negligible. In terms of car queue lengthening,
it was found that a one or two car lengthening at the most would occur.

§
3
4.11 Material Assets
L
In this section of the ELS , attention was focussed on land use, transport
infrastructure and natural resources and how these assets related to the development.
The assessment revealed that there were no significant issues arising regarding these

assist from the developrnent and the more detall assessments in the remaining

. sections of the E.LS in particular were referenced, &%

: )
4.12 Interactions Qoég’ ee\é

{ SHN
In this sectlon it was sought to .é@éﬁnlne how various 1mpacts which had been
cons1dered as single media 1mpqg’t ﬁught through interaction, give rise to potential
additional impacts.” All the 4 @sly considered impacts were outlined and a matrix
created showing how each t interact with each other. Reference was also made
to the indjvidual sections ydhich had in many cases considered other impacts eg. the
air section1considered traffic, human environment and waste, o

5.0 CONCtLUSIONS

A comprehenswe range' of environmental impacts have been identified and evaluated
as part of this assessment. Each assessment has concluded that there will be no
significant {environmental impacts resulting from this proposed development. Where

- necessary, | mitigation measures have been recommended to minimise the potential

environmental impacts. There are expected to be benefits to waste management on a
local and national scale in addition to economic benefits arising from the proposed

development.

On the ba‘:sis that the proposed expansion will be operated and maintained to meet
stringent environmental standards established by the regulatory authorities, the
.development will not cause adverse effects on the environment.
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