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API Production flow diagram 
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Drug Production flow diagram 
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1 Noise Monitoring  

1.1 EPA Guidance notes on Noise Monitoring 

The following recommendation appears in the FAQ summary issued by the EPA on the Guidance 
Notes for Noise Monitoring (NG4):  

Question 4: If the past noise levels have not been in exceedence of the relevant noise limits, will a 
30min reading as required by the license suffice?  

Answer: Refer to the amended Table 1.1 (below) for the minimum survey periods required. The 
noise guidance note (NG4) should be the reference source for any noise monitoring going forward. 
The intention is to ensure that the requirements are applied on a consistent basis. However, if a 
particular site is complaint over a number of years, then this annual noise survey requirement could 
be relaxed or removed with the written agreement of the site inspector, as currently allowed for in 
the NG4 note. 

Table 1.1: Recommended Minimum Survey Durations 

 

 

The EPA Guidance note for Noise Section 7.2 states:   

“If it can be demonstrated, on the basis of historical noise data and complaint history (or lack 
thereof), that a site is in compliance with its noise limit values and it does not give rise to noise 
nuisance, the Agency may agree to relax the survey requirements. Any such relaxation must be 
sought prior to survey work commencing.” 

1.2 AbbVie Noise Monitoring Results 

There have been no significant changes to the number and nature of noise emissions since the 
2005 application for a licence review. The new thermal oxidiser is replacing an existing thermal 
oxidiser and the associated equipment will be added to the site register of noise emission sources 
and, once operational, will be monitored as part of the annual monitoring programme. 

Note: Noise emissions from site are reported in the AER. Once operational, noise emissions from 
the new thermal oxidiser will be monitored as part of the annual noise survey. It is proposed to 
perform one last annual noise survey during the period when the new thermal oxidiser is 
operational and to cease annual environmental noise monitoring after  this if the results are within 
the limits. The site has conducted annual noise surveys since it first went operational and has an 
impeccable record with no emission limit failures. Furthermore no complaints have been lodged 
with AbbVie or the EPA regarding noise emissions from the site during this time.  

The following tables are extracts from the AER that AbbVie produced since 2008. These tables 
represent the results of the noise monitoring on-site. 
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1.3 2014 

 

Table 2.1.1: Noise Monitoring Results 2014 
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1.4 2012 

 

Table 2.2.1: Day-time Noise Monitoring Results 2012 
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Table 2.2.2: Night-time Noise Monitoring Results 2012 
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1.5 2011 

Table 2.3.1: Day-time Noise Monitoring Results 2011 
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Table 2.3.2: Night-time Noise Monitoring Results 2011 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 18-09-2015:22:49:11



AbbVie 
VOC Abatement Project 

IE0311237 
03/09/2015 

 

 

Document2  Page 7 of 9 
 

1.6 2010 

Table 2.4.1: Noise Monitoring Results 2010 
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1.7 2009 

Table 2.5.1: Noise Monitoring Results 2009 
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1.8 2008 

Table 2.6.1: Noise Monitoring Results 2008 
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