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1 INTRODUCTION 

This report details an Appropriate Assessment Screening Report for a proposed waste licence 

facility at Roadstone’s Mullaghcrone Quarry, Donore Road, Drogehda, Co. Meath site. The 

screening for Appropriate Assessment is required to comply with Article 12 of the waste 

Management (Licensing) Regulations as outlined in the EPA’s letter of 28 February 2014 – copy 

attached.  

 

The report considers potential adverse effects alone and in-combination with other projects on 

relevant European Sites (Special Areas for Conservation and Special Protection Areas for Birds) 

which require consideration.  

 

This report determines if effects (of waste management activities) are or could potentially affect 

European sites qualifying interests and their “favourable conservation status”. The proposed 

Waste Licence area has acted as a waste permitted area for over 10 years.  

 

The report was drafted by an experienced trained ecologist (>18 years experience) from TOBIN 

Consulting Engineers with input from hydro-geologists regarding potential hydrological pathways 

to European sites.  

 

1.1 LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

The Appropriate Assessment process (AA) is an assessment of the potential adverse or negative 

effects of a plan or project, in combination with other plans or projects, on a European Site 

(Natura 2000 site). These sites consist of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special 

Protection Areas (SPAs) and provide for the protection and long-term survival of Europe’s most 

valuable and threatened species and habitats. Although not specifically required, it would be 

considered best practice to include Ramsar sites (classified under the Ramsar Convention 1971) 

in the assessment process.  

 

The requirement of AA is outlined in Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the European Union Habitats 

Directive.  

Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires that:-  

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site 

but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other 

plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site 

in view of the site's conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the 

assessment of the implications for the site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the 

competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having 

ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if 

appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.”  
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And Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive requires that:-  

“If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of 

alternative solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative 

reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the 

Member State shall take all compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the overall 

coherence of Natura 2000 is protected. It shall inform the Commission of the compensatory 

measures adopted.”  

 

1.2 GUIDANCE 

This report has been carried out using the following guidance: 

 

 Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland, Guidance for Planning 

Authorities, Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government DEHLG 

(2009); 

 EPA Ireland guidelines1; 

 Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 

92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, Luxembourg 

(EC 2000); 

 Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 Sites: 

Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 

92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, Luxembourg 

(EC 2001); and 

 Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC – Clarification of 

the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding public interest, 

compensatory measures, overall coherence, opinion of the commission. Office for Official 

Publications of the European Communities, Luxembourg (EC 2007). 

 

2 METHODOLOGY 

There are four main stages in the AA process; the requirements for each depending on likely 

effects to Natura 2000 sites (SAC/ SPA).  

 

Stage 1 –Screening - / Test of Significance - the process which identifies the likely impacts 

upon a Natura 2000 site of a project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or 

plans, and considers whether these impacts are likely to be significant, if there is uncertainty 

regarding effects or no effects are likely; If no effects are determined based on reasoned 

                                                  
 
1 http://www.epa.ie/downloads/forms/lic/wwda 
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consideration and best scientific knowledge than the AA process is finalised at this stage subject 

to review from the consenting authority. 

 

Stage Two: Appropriate Assessment - the consideration of the impact of the project or plan on 

the integrity of the Natura 2000 site, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, 

with respect to the site’s structure and function and its conservation objectives. Additionally, 

where there are adverse impacts, an assessment of the potential mitigation of those impacts; 

and mitigation to rule out these impacts is required.  

 

The Appropriate Assessment is informed by a Natura Impact Statement. This stage is required 

where uncertainty of effect or a potential impact has been defined which requires further 

procedures/ mitigation to remove uncertainty or a defined impact. 

 

Stage Three: Assessment of Alternative Solutions – the process which examines alternative 

ways of achieving the objectives of the project or plan that avoid adverse impacts on the integrity 

of the Natura 2000 site. 

 

Stage Four: Assessment Where Adverse Impacts Remain - an assessment of compensatory 

measures where, in the light of an assessment of Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public 

Interest (IROPI), it is deemed that the project or plan should proceed. 
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3 SCREENING ASSESSMENT 

Ecological impact assessment of potential impacts on Natura 2000 sites is conducted utilising a 

standard SOURCE-RECEPTOR-PATHWAY model, where, in order for an impact to be 

established all three elements of this mechanism must be in place. The absence or removal of 

one of the elements of the mechanism is sufficient to conclude that a potential effect is not of any 

relevance or significance. The primary information source for informing the screening 

assessment is the SLR Consulting Hydrogeological Assessment of the existing area (May 2009) 

and the Environmental Impact Statement (March 2011) submitted for the waste licence 

application at Mullaghcrone Quarry, Co Meath. 

 

Source – No impact source is determined as the material on site is / will be inert stones and soil 

and building waste located at a significant distance from European sites or stream drainage 

features which could link this material to European sites. The site has acted as a waste permit 

area for over 10 years without impacting on the groundwater quality or surrounding environment. 

No groundwater de-watering occurs at the site. There are no surface water streams that connect 

the proposed Mullaghcrone Waste Licence application area to the River Boyne and Blackwater 

SAC/SPA (which is the only Natura 2000 site in the vicinity of the proposed application area). 

The proposed Mullaghcrone waste licence application area is not located within the surface 

water catchment of the River Boyne and Blackwater SAC/ SPA. The site is located within the 

water catchment of the River Nanny, which is not a SAC / SPA.  

 

Pathway – No pathway is identified. No significant surface water features exist on the site. 

Surface water that accumulates in the quarry is stored on site for the purpose of dust 

suppression. Groundwater flow is towards the Irish Cement Platin Quarry area to the 

southeast of the proposed waste licence area. All Platin Quarry groundwater is subject to 

IPPC licensing requirements under Reg No. P0030-04. The final discharge is to the River 

Nanny. The River Nanny eventually flows in the Irish Sea at Laytown, Co Meath, and 

discharges into the River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA (004158). The River Nanny Estuary and 

Shore SPA is located >11km downgradient of the proposed facility. The River Nanny Estuary 

and Shore SPA is designated for wintering birds.  

 

Receptor – No linkages are identified to any European sites. All European Sites in the wider 

region were considered including potentially sensitive qualifying interests e.g. aquatic species 

(such as Atlantic Salmon) sensitive to water pollution. The River Boyne and Blackwater SAC / 

SPA exists to the north of the site and no hydrological link exists to the application area.  The 

Duleek Commons proposed National Heritage Areas (non European site) was surveyed by the 

author and is currently not measurably affected by any quarrying activities such as dewatering.  

Given the qualifying interest of the River Nanny Estuary and Shore SPA (wintering birds), 
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there are no measureable adverse impacts immediately downgradient of the proposed 

facility; therefore, there are not potential impacts on the River Nanny Estuary and Shore 

SPA.  

 

Based on the source-receptor-pathway model and the screening for appropriate assessment 

exercise, it is considered certain that no potential effects (alone and in-combination) will 

arise to Natura 2000 sites from any existing or proposed waste management activities (inert 

materials) at Mullaghcrone Quarry, Co Meath. 

 
4 CONCLUSION 

It is considered that no significant adverse effects (including alone and in-combination) will arise 

to Natura 2000 sites as a result the existing or proposed waste management activities (inert 

materials) at Mullaghcrone Quarry, Co Meath.  

 

In this regard it is considered certain that the project can be screened “out” of requirement for 

Appropriate Assessment. 

 

Signed off by: 

 

 

 

        

Mr. Roger Macnaughton       

Senior Ecologist            
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