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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

This report provides a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) and information to inform a Stage 1 
Screening Assessment to identify any likely significant effects on Natura 2000 sites from the 
operation of a proposed inert soil waste recovery facility at Huntstown, Finglas, Dublin 11. 

It has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ireland (SLR) on behalf of Roadstone Wood Limited 
(RWL) in support of its Waste Licence Application (WLA) for the inert soil recovery facility at 
Huntstown Quarry. 

1.2 Appropriate Assessment Overview 

The requirements for an Appropriate Assessment are set out under Article 6 of the EU 
Habitats Directive (92/34/EEC) transposed into Irish law through The European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011.  This legislation requires a 
Competent Authority to make an Appropriate Assessment of the implications for Natura 2000 
sites in view of a site’s conservation objectives, before deciding to undertake, or give 
consent, permission or other authorisation for, a plan or project which:  

i. is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of that site; and  
ii. is likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with 

other plans and projects in view of its conservation objectives. 

The European Commission’s methodological guidance1 promotes a four stage process, as 
set out below, to complete an Appropriate Assessment: 

 Stage 1 – Screening for Appropriate Assessment; 
 Stage 2 – Appropriate Assessment; 
 Stage 3 – Alternative Solutions; and  
 Stage 4 – The ‘IROPI Test’ (Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest). 

A person applying for any such consent, permission or other authorisation must provide such 
information in Stage 1, as the Competent Authority may reasonably require, for the purposes 
of the assessment or to enable them to determine whether an Appropriate Assessment is 
required. 

In considering whether a plan or project will adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000 
site or sites, the Competent Authority should consider whether the effects of the proposal on 
the site or sites, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is likely to 
be significant in terms of the conservation objectives and in respect of each interest feature 
for which the site was designated a Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under the Council 
Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(Habitats Directive), or classified a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the EEC Council 
Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Directive 79/409/EEC – The Birds Directive), or 
Ramsar site under the Ramsar Convention. 

                                                
1  European Communities (2002).  Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 Sites.  
Methodological Guidance on the Provision of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.  European Communities, 
Luxembourg. 
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In the light of the conclusions of the assessment, and in consideration of Imperative 
Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI), the Competent Authority may agree to the 
plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the 
Natura 2000 site. 

1.3 Purpose of this Report 

This report has been produced to provide a screening statement, as required under Stage 1 
of the Appropriate Assessment process, and includes all relevant information to the 
Competent Authority (in this case the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)) in order for it 
to determine whether the granting of a Waste Licence in respect of the inert soil facility at 
Huntstown is likely to have a significant effect on the integrity of any Natura 2000 site, or 
sites, within its zone of influence and whether there is a requirement for an Appropriate 
Assessment (Stage 2 Assessment) to be undertaken.  

1.4 Ecologist and Experience 

The Screening Assessment has been conducted by Steve Judge who is a Senior Ecologist 
with 13 years experience in ecological consultancy and a member of the Chartered Institute 
of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM).  All work produced is subject to 
internal SLR technical review and quality assurance. 
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2.0 METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Baseline Data Collection 

Baseline information was gathered through a combination of desk-based study and technical 
assessments consistent with current standard methodologies and published best practice 
guidelines, in order to provide relevant data to allow an assessment of likely significant 
effects of the operation of the inert soil recovery facility on any individual Natura 2000 site, or 
sites, within the zone of influence of this project. 

The principal source of information on Natura 2000 sites and key qualifying features has 
been data collected through information publically available through the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NPWS)2 and with other relevant sources used to provide data on current 
baseline conditions at the site of the proposed development and within its potential zone of 
influence.  

2.2 Assessment Likely Significant Effects 

Under the “Habitat Regulations”, the first test that has to be considered is whether the 
development, either alone or in combination with other relevant projects and plans, would be 
likely to have a significant effect.  Effects are judged to be significant where they affect the 
integrity of a Natura 2000 site with respect to the conservation objectives of the features for 
which the site was designated/classified. 

The purpose of Stage 1 assessment is twofold, firstly to screen out those aspects of the 
proposal that can be considered not likely to have a significant effect, and secondly to 
screen the key qualifying features of the designation that may be significantly affected by the 
proposal. 

In order to undertake an appropriate screening, the guidance produced by the NPWS in 
20093 has been followed in order to: 

 characterise the potential impacts to the qualifying interests of any Natura 2000 site 
or sites that may result from the proposed development at Huntstown Quarry: 

 assess the likely significance of potential impacts on the qualifying interests of any 
Natura 2000 site or sites within the zone of influence of the quarry site; and 

 assess the risk of an adverse effect on the integrity of the site or occurring to a 
qualifying interest feature for which it has been designated a European site. 

The methodology for the assessment of impacts is derived from the guidelines published by 
the CIEEM4.  Impacts are characterised in terms of whether specific hazards emanating from 
the project are likely to have potential significant effects on the integrity of a defined 
ecosystem and/or conservation status of individual habitats or species for which a site is of 
European interest, and on site as a whole. 

                                                
2 http://www.npws.ie 
3 NPWS (2009 revised February 2010).  Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning 
Authorities.  Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dublin. 
4  Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2006).  Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the United 
Kingdom.   
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2.3 Ascertaining the Threat to Site Integrity 

The Competent Authority will be required to determine whether the inert soil recovery facility 
at Huntstown would adversely affect the integrity of any Natura 2000 site, or sites, in light of 
the conservation objectives for that particular site or sites.  The integrity of a site is defined 
as: 

“The integrity of a site is the coherence of its ecological structure and function, across 
its whole area, which enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the 
levels of populations of the species for which it was designated/classified.”  

Further to the above, an adverse effect on integrity can also be defined as one that is likely 
to prevent the site from making the same contribution to favourable conservation status for 
the relevant features as it did at the time of its classification/designation. 
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3.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

3.1 Location and Setting 

Huntstown Quarry is a large operational limestone quarry that has been worked since the 
late 1960s.   The site comprises four main extraction areas (i.e. north quarry, central quarry, 
south quarry and western quarry); an area that contains the ancillary infrastructure of the 
quarrying operations including offices, workshops and concrete and asphalt production 
plants; access routes; remnant former fields and areas of overburden stripped from the 
extraction areas that has been utilised for the provision of perimeter screening bunds. 

The inert soil recovery facility lies in the northern part of the Huntstown Quarry complex.  
The application site covers an area of approximately 33.8 hectares (ha) out of a total 
landholding of 211 hectares and comprises the former North Quarry and associated 
perimeter screening and overburden mounds. 

The northernmost section of the former north quarry has already been partially infilled as 
part of the quarry restoration in accordance with a previously issued waste recovery permit 
from Fingal County Council.  

The surrounding land-use is a mixture of urban and commercial development with 
associated infrastructure (including the M50 motorway and Dublin Airport) and agricultural 
land.  The local landscape is typical of a rural-urban fringe.  

3.2 Outline Description of Project 
The project basically involves the importation of inert material including soils and stones 
(with occasional construction / demolition waste) to infill the existing quarry void as part of 
the overall proposed quarry restoration scheme, as conditioned by Finglas County Council in 
its planning consent for continued quarrying operations at Huntstown Quarry. 
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4.0 NATURA 2000 SITES 

There are eleven Natura 2000 sites within a 15km radius of Huntstown Quarry.  These sites 
are listed Table 1 and their locations shown in Figure 1. 

Table 1:  Natura 2000 Sites within a 15km Radius of Proposed Development 

Natura 2000 Site Site Code Location at Closest Point 

South Dublin Bay and River Tolka SPA 004024 8.4km south east  

Malahide Estuary SAC 000205 10.0km north east  

Malahide Estuary SPA 004025 10.0km north east  

North Dublin Bay SAC 000206 10.9km south east  

North Bull Island SPA and Ramsar Site 004006 10.9km south east  

South Dublin Bay SAC 000210 11.0km south east  

Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC 001398 11.1km south west  

Baldoyle Bay SAC 000199 12.0km east  

Baldoyle Bay SPA and Ramsar Site 004016 12.1km east  

Rogerstown Estuary SAC 000208 13.1 km north east  

Rogerstown Estuary SPA 004015 13.7km north east  

4.1 Potential Zone of Influence of Development and AA Screening 

All of the Natura 2000 sites identified in Table 1 are of a sufficient distance from the 
application site that they would not be affected by any direct loss of habitat or impacted upon 
by any effects arising from disturbance (i.e. noise, vibration and human and visual 
disturbance), the effects of dust deposition or traffic emissions. 

Given the separation distances to the Natura 2000 sites, the only potential source-pathway-
receptor link between the inert soil recovery facility at Huntstown Quarry and any of the 
Natura 2000 sites is via the hydrological pathways created through a discharge of 
wastewater from the northern parts of the Huntstown Quarry site, in which the application 
site lies, to the Ballystrahan Stream a tributary of the Ward River that eventually outflows into 
the Malahide Estuary.  Therefore the Malahide Estuary SAC and Malahide Estuary SPA are 
deemed relevant and have been screened-in for this assessment. 

Based on the above, all the following Natura 2000 sites are screened out from any further 
assessment as there will be no source-pathway-receptor link between the proposed 
development and these Natura 2000 sites:  

 South Dublin Bay and River Tolka SPA; 
 North Dublin Bay SAC; 
 North Dublin Bay SAC and North Bull Island SPA/Ramsar Site; 
 South Dublin Bay SAC; 
 Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC; 
 Baldoyle Bay SAC; 
 Baldoyle Bay SPA/Ramsar Site; 
 Rogerstown Estuary SAC; and  
 Rogerstown Estuary SPA. 
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4.2 Malahide Estuary SAC 

4.2.1 Site Description 

Malahide Estuary SAC, covering 809.69ha, comprises the estuary of the River 
Broadmeadow that has been dissected by a railway viaduct that has led to the inner estuary 
becoming lagoonal in character and only partly tidal.  Much of the outer part of the estuary is 
well sheltered from the sea by a large sand spit, known as “the island”.  This site is a fine 
example of an estuarine system with all the main habitats represented.  A copy of the site 
synopsis is provided in Appendix A. 

4.2.2 Qualifying Features 

The Maladide Estuary was selected as a SAC for the following habitat types listed under 
Annex I of the EU Habitats Directive: 

 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide; 
 Salicornia and other annuals colonizing mud and sand; 
 Spartina swards (Spartinion maritimae); 
 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae); 
 Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi); 
 Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white dunes); and 
 Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes). 

4.2.3 Conservation Objectives 

The overarching conservation objectives for the Malahide Estuary SAC is to maintain or 
restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I habitats for which the SAC has 
been selected. 

For each qualifying feature of the Malahide Estuary SAC a number of component objectives 
have been established and are used to form the basis of any condition assessment.  A 
summary of the conservation objectives relating to each of the qualifying features as defined 
by NPWS5 are provided at Appendix B. 

4.2.4 Site Vulnerabilities 

The site vulnerabilities, including any key pressures or trends within and around the 
Malahide Estuary SAC that have been identified as impacting upon the site, may be 
summarised as: 

 agriculture, forestry and animal breeding: 
o fertilisation. 

 urbanisation, industrialisation and similar activities: 
o urbanised areas, human habitation; 
o industrial or commercial areas. 

 transportation and communication: 
o paths, tracks, cycling tracks; 
o railway lines; 
o bridge, viaduct. 

 leisure and tourism: 

                                                
5 NPWS (2013).  Conservation Objective: Malahide Estuary SAC 000205.  Version 1. National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht. 
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o nautical sports; 
o walking, horse-riding and non-motorised vehicles. 

 pollution and other human impacts/activities: 
o water pollution. 

 human induced changes in hydraulic conditions: 
o reclamation of land from seas, estuary or marsh. 

 natural processes: 
o acidification. 

4.3 Malahide Estuary SPA 

4.3.1 Site Description 

Malahide Estuary SPA (764.96ha) encompasses the estuary, saltmarsh habitats and shallow 
subtidal areas at the mouth of the River Broadmeadow estuary.  The outer part empties 
almost completely at low tide and there are extensive intertidal flats exposed.  The site is 
important for wintering birds that feed on the exposed flats.  A copy of the site synopsis is 
provided in Appendix C. 

4.3.2 Qualifying Interests 

Malahide Estuary qualifies under Article 4 of the EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild 
Birds (79/409/EEC) (Birds Directive) as a SPA because it regularly supports populations of 
European importance including:  

 over winter:  
o Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus); 
o Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota); 
o Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna); 
o Pintail (Anas acuta); 
o Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula); 
o Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator); 
o Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus); 
o Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria); 
o Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola); 
o Knot (Calidris canutus); 
o Dunlin (Calidris alpina); 
o Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa); 
o Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica); and 
o Redshank (Tringa totanus). 

The site also qualifies under Article 4.2 as a wetland of international importance by regularly 
supporting significant populations of waterbirds. 

4.3.3 Conservation Objectives 

The overarching conservation objective for the Malahide Estuary SPA is to maintain or 
restore the favourable conservation status of bird species of Special Conservation Interest 
for this SPA.   

For each qualifying bird species for which the Malahide Estuary SPA is of European 
importance a number of component objectives have been established and are used to form 
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the basis of any condition assessment.  A summary of the conservation objectives relating to 
each of the qualifying birds as defined by NPWS6 are provided at Appendix D. 

4.3.4 Site Vulnerabilities 

The site vulnerabilities, including any key pressures or trends within and around the 
Malahide Estuary SPA that have been identified as impacting upon the site, may be 
summarised as: 

 agriculture, forestry and animal breeding: 
o fertilisation. 

 fishing, hunting and collecting: 
o professional hunting; 
o hunting. 

 urbanisation, industrialisation and similar activities: 
o urbanised areas, human habitation. 

 transportation and communication: 
o routes, autoroutes. 

 leisure and tourism: 
o golf course; 
o nautical sports; 
o walking, horse-riding and non-motorised vehicles. 

 pollution and other human impacts/activities: 
o water pollution. 

 human induced changes in hydraulic conditions: 
o reclamation of land from seas, estuary or marsh. 

 

                                                
6 NPWS (2013).  Conservation Objective: Malahide Estuary SPA 004025.  Version 1. National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
Department of Arts, Heritage & the Gaeltacht. 
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5.0 HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND POTENTIAL EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT 

This section identifies the potential hazards (i.e. the pathways through which the proposed 
development at Huntstown Quarry could affect interest features of the Malahide Estuary 
SAC and the Malahide Estuary SPA) and whether the exposure to a particular hazard is 
likely to have a significant effect. 

The main purpose of this stage is to screen out those aspects of the proposed development 
that can be considered not likely to have a significant effect, as well as those qualifying 
features of the relevant Natura 2000 sites that are not likely to be significantly affected from 
the exposure to a potential hazard and/or pathway.  This is essentially a risk assessment to 
decide whether a more detailed assessment is required, and if so, the scope of the issues 
and features to be addressed.  If it cannot be concluded with confidence that adverse effects 
are unlikely, then under the precautionary principle, it is assumed that the issue requires 
more detailed consideration. 

Significant effects are defined in terms of changes to the baseline conditions of one or more 
the qualifying interest features for which Malahide Estuary SAC and/or Malahide Estuary 
SPA were designated/classified, whether negative or positive, and which are likely to be 
directly and indirectly attributable to the inert soil recovery facility at Huntstown Quarry, either 
alone or in-combination with other plans or projects. 

5.1 Hazard Identification and Potential Exposure 

A review of the potential hazards, based on the proposed development and vulnerabilities of 
the relevant Natura 2000 sites, that might affect the interest features of for which these sites 
were designated / classified and the potential exposure of the interest features from the 
proposed operation of an inert soil recovery facility at Huntstown Quarry, has identified the 
following potential hazards: 

 changes to surface water quality in the Ballystrahan Stream. 

5.2 Changes to Surface Water Quality 

5.2.1 Nature of Hazard 

Surface water discharges and diffuse pollution from surface water run-off can contribute to a 
reduction in water quality of any receiving watercourse through a net contribution of nutrients 
or contamination from a wide range of organic and inorganic compounds. 

The main hazards to changes in water quality are outlined below: 

a. Toxic Contamination 

Toxins include anything poisonous to living organisms.  Toxins can kill or 
damage organisms or result in changes of behaviour.  

The effects on species may be direct or indirectly on supporting species i.e. on a 
food source of a particular bird species.  An effect on a food source may cause a 
reduction in abundance of prey, change in the composition of prey species, or 
the palatability of prey through tainting. 

For freshwaters, the discharge is likely to have a significant effect if it is liable to 
pollute with any particular substance and calculated to cause an increase in the 
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concentration in the receiving water at the point of discharge of more than 10% 
of any environmental quality standards (EQS), the discharge is predicted to 
exceed the EQS downstream or a hazardous substance exceeds any general 
standard. 

For tidal waters, a significant effect is likely to occur when the discharge is liable 
to contain a substance and the EQS would be exceeded after initial dilution, or 
the discharge is to an inter-tidal zone for which any initial dilution cannot be 
calculated. 

b. Changes in pH 

The effect of a discharge will depend on the buffering capacity of the receiving 
watercourse.  A reduction in pH may increase the solubility and toxicity of metals.  
An increase in pH may decrease the toxicity of some organic compounds. 

At pH 8 bicarbonate is the predominant form of carbonate.  Below pH 6 carbon 
dioxide predominates, resulting in reduced calcification with consequently effects 
on molluscs which in turn may affect prey sources for individual species of birds. 

c. Nutrient and Organic Enrichment 

Estuaries are highly individual environments with a range of physical, chemical 
and biological characteristics that alter their respective vulnerability and 
response to nutrient enrichment.  Nutrients stimulate the growth of benthic and 
microscopic plants.  Excessive algal growth can cause oxygen depletion and 
reduce water clarity which may result in changes in community structures.  
Organic enrichment can also result in reduced oxygen and produce anoxic 
sediments. 

d. Sedimentation 

Alterations in sedimentation rates can cover food for birds and kill 
macroinvertebrates or render them inaccessible.  Increase in suspended solids 
can affect filter-feeding organisms through the clogging and damage to feeding 
and breathing organs.  Young fish can also be affected by sediment becoming 
trapped in their gills.  Fine sediments can smother gravel beds used by salmon 
for spawning. 

Sedimentation may also affect turbidity levels associated with suspended solids 
affecting feeding behaviour of those birds and other animals that detect prey by 
sight.  Increase turbidity can also result in reduced light penetration, which may 
affect photosynthesis that may affect directly invertebrates and other groups of 
species higher the food chain indirectly. 

5.2.2 In-built Mitigation Measures 

Surface Water Management and Treatment 

Surface water in the North Quarry is allowed to drained to a sump in the quarry floor.  From 
the sump water can then be pumped to a surface water management system consisting of a 
number of settlement lagoons in the northern part of the Huntstown Quarry complex where it 
is subject to treatment to remove suspended solids before wastewater is discharged into the 
Ballystrahan Stream. 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 08-01-2014:23:31:16



Roadstone Wood Limited 12 501.00180.00074 
Inert Soil Recovery Facility at Huntstown Quarry 
Natura Impact Statement:  Stage 1 Screening Assessment  December 2013 
 

 
SLR Consulting Ireland 

All water discharged from the northern and central part of the Huntstown Quarry site, which 
includes the area of the inert soil recovery facility, are subject to a degree of treatment in a 
dedicated surface water management system before being discharged to the Ballystrahan 
Stream under consented licence WPW/F/0008-01 issued by Fingal County Council.  The 
discharge licence sets limits for a number of parameters with which the effluent discharge 
must comply.  The discharge water is regularly monitored to ensure compliance with the 
discharge consent limits. 

The water discharged from the northern part of the quarry to the Ballystrahan Stream is 
comprised of incidental rainwater, groundwater from the North Quarry as well as treated 
surface water run-off from the area around the concrete and asphalt production plants. 

All surface water run-off and drainage from the inert soil recovery facility will continue to be 
directed to the existing water management system for treatment before being discharged 
from Huntstown Quarry. 

Pollution Prevention Measures 

In-built measures to minimise the risk of pollution occurring from the operation of the inert 
soil recovery facility and associated restoration of the North Quarry include the following 
measures: 

 all refuelling of vehicles and plant will take place in a dedicated hard-standing area 
outside the operational area of the inert soil recovery facility; 

 no petroleum-based products (fuels, lubricating oils, waste oils, etc.) or chemicals will 
be stored within the operational area of the inert soil recovery facility to prevent 
groundwater pollution due to accidental leakages.  All fuels will be stored in an 
existing bunded fuel storage area in the central part of Huntstown Quarry; 

 all plant used within the  operational area will be regularly maintained and inspected 
daily for leaks of fuels, lubricating oil or other contaminating liquids; and  

 spill kits are kept on-site to stop the migration of any accidental spillages, should they 
occur. 

5.2.3 Assessment of Potential Effects of Quarry on Surface Water Quality 

A discharge is considered likely to have an adverse effect if it can be shown that it has the 
potential to cause, or is likely to be attributable to, the failure of environmental water quality 
standards for the receiving waters at any of the identified Natura 2000 sites.   

Where the environmental water quality standards are already being failed in the receiving 
waters at these European sites, it is important that any alteration in water quality caused by 
a discharges is considered, whether this is a deterioration or improvement of water quality.  
A significant effect is considered likely where any of the discharges would lead to a 
deterioration of, or improvement of, water quality >1% of any environmental water quality 
standards.  It is important to note that the alteration in water quality is measured at the 
relevant Natura 2000 site and not at the point of discharge. 

For the purpose of this screening assessment, no distinction has been made between the 
Malahide Estuary SAC and Malahide Estuary SPA as the two sites overlap each other.  
Rather than focus on the sites, this assessment focuses on the receiving waters of the 
Malahide Estuary as a whole entity and for which environmental water quality standards 
have been set for this transitional water. 
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Baseline Conditions – Malahide Estuary 

The Malahide Estuary, situated between the towns of Malahide and Swords, covers an area 
of approximately 3.4km2 in size.  Five watercourses, the Broadmeadow River, Turvey River, 
Ward River, Gaybrook Stream and Lissenhall Stream, flow into the Irish Sea via this estuary. 

The Malahide Estuary has a tidal range in the region of 4m, however, where the Dublin to 
Belfast rail line crosses the estuary this has caused the impoundment of the inner estuary 
basically creating two bodies of water, which limits the tidal impact west of this feature 
(Broadmeadow Water) whilst to the east the estuary almost completely drains at low tide 
(Malahide Bay). 

In the latest assessment of water quality in Ireland7 the transitional waters of the Malahide 
Estuary are assessed as being “Potentially Eutrophic” under the EPA’s Trophic Status 
Assessment Scheme (TSAS) required for the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive and 
Nitrates Directive whilst the Broadmeadow Water is assessed as “Eutrophic”.  The Malahide 
Estuary also failed to comply with the EQS established for the Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) for dissolved inorganic nitrogen (DIN).  In addition, the Broadmeadow Water had high 
winter and summer levels of molybdate reactive phosphorus (MRP).  The main factors 
affecting water quality are diffuse agriculture pollution and wastewater/industrial discharges. 

The EPA’s latest assessment of water quality in Ireland also shows the Ward River is 
classified as being of ‘Poor’ status with a median Q-rating of 2-3 (unsatisfactory).  However, 
based on data within the Eastern River Board Programme of Measures 2009-20158, the 
Ballystrahan Steam is assessed as having achieved “Good” status. 

Baseline Conditions – Discharge of Effluent from Huntstown Quarry 

The discharge of incidental rainwater and groundwater from the North and Central Quarries 
as well as treated wastewaters from the concrete and asphalt production plants is to the 
Ballystrahan Stream (catchment c.7km2), a tributary of the Ward River, one of the five 
watercourses flowing into the Malahide Estuary, with a catchment area of c.152km2. 

Under Discharge Licence WPW/F/008-01, the maximum volume of the discharge to the 
Ballystrahan Stream is set at 1800m3/day (0.021m3/s) over any 24 hour period.  Whilst there 
is no primary flow gauge data for the Ballystrahan Stream, an estimation of the mean annual 
maximum flow for this watercourse has been calculated at Kilreesk Lane, St Margaret’s at 
1.09m3/s, based on the Institute of Hydrology’s methodology to estimate mean annual 
maximum flows modified by Cawley and Cunnane for Irish small catchments9.  The 
contribution of the quarry discharge is calculated to be approximately 1.9% of the mean 
annual maximum flows in the Ballystrahan Stream, based on the maximum volume limits set 
by the existing discharge licence. 

The results of water quality monitoring at the point of discharge to the Ballystrahan Stream 
from the northern and central parts of Huntstown Quarry are provided at Table 2.  The 
results demonstrate that the discharge waters generally comply with limits set under the 
existing discharge licence, except for two occurrences where the limits for total suspended 
solids have been exceeded. 

                                                
7 Environmental Protection Agency (2010).  Water Quality in Ireland 2007-2009.  Environmental Protection Agency, Wexford. 
8 Eastern River Basin District (2009).  Eastern River District - Programme of Measures 2009-2015. 
9  Cawley, A.M. and Cunanne, C. (2003).  Comment on Estimation of Greenfield Runoff Rates.  National Hydrology Seminar 
2003. 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 08-01-2014:23:31:16



Roadstone Wood Limited 14 501.00180.00074 
Inert Soil Recovery Facility at Huntstown Quarry 
Natura Impact Statement:  Stage 1 Screening Assessment  December 2013 
 

 
SLR Consulting Ireland 

Table 2:  Water Quality Data : Discharge to Ballystrahan Stream (2013) 

Parameters Units 
Max 
Limit 
Value 

Sampling Results 2013 

20/2 27/2 8/3 15/3 25/3 22/9 19/11 

Temperature oC 25 7.5 8.1 7.6 19.1 6.3 15.5 9.1 

DO2 % - 91.3 85.1 98.5 107.3 89.6 98.3 89.8 

pH pH 6.0 - 
9.0 7.86 7.87 7.72 7.78 7.38 7.79 8.69 

BOD mg/l 5 2.9 2.2 2.4 2.0 1.8 2.8 2.6 

COD mg/l 30 <1 <1 <1 <1 22 6 22 
Suspended 
Solids (Total) mg/l 20 <1 3.3 3.3 4.6 20.66 18 82.67 

Ammonia (as 
NH3-N) mg/l 1 0.02 0.24 <0.01 <0.01 0.51 0.01 0.18 

Sulphate (as 
SO4) 

mg/l 300 247.9 262.6 294.6 260.1 253.9 252.9 190.8 

Phosphate 
(as P) mg/l 1 <0.05 <0.05 <0.05 <0.05 <0.05 <0.01 0.03 

Ammonium 
(as N) mg/l 1 0.01 0.26 <0.01 <0.01 0.54 - - 

Detergents mg/l 10 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 <0.001 0.021 
Total 
Petroleum 
Hydrocarbons 

mg/l <10 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 

Petrol Range 
Organics  mg/l <10 <0.005 <0.005 <0.005 <0.005 <0.005 <0.005 <0.005 

Diesel Range 
Organics mg/l <10 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 <0.01 

Mineral Oil  10 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 <0.1 

Based on the sampling results, it is considered that the discharge of wastewater from the 
northern part of the Huntstown Quarry is not having a significant impact upon the overall 
water quality in the Ballystrahan Stream, the Ward River or on the transitional waters in the 
Malahide Estuary. 

Screening Assessment 

The inert soil recovery facility is not anticipated to result in any increase surface water run-off 
rates or result in any changes in the volumes of wastewater generated from the North 
Quarry entering into the surface water management system and eventually being discharged 
to the Ballystrahan Stream.  This system will remain in operation until such time as the area 
with the sump is infilled, by which time there will be no further requirement to pump 
groundwater and any incidental rainfall should be at or near greenfield run-off rates. 

The inert soil recovery facility will process similar waste material for infilling of the North 
Quarry as previously used in the restoration of the northern part of this quarry void.  The 
previous infilling operations have not had any measureable impact on water quality 
emanating from the North Quarry and on the quality of wastewater being discharged to the 
Ballystrahan Stream.   
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Given the nature of the waste materials that will be handledat the inert soil recovery facility 
and used for the further infilling of the North Quarry, there is no reason to believe that this 
will result in any measureable deterioration in the chemical and biological quality of water 
quality at this particular part of Huntstown Quarry from the current baseline conditions. 

The handling, storage and infilling of waste materials may result in elevated sediment 
loadings in the wastewater emanating from the North Quarry.  However, due to the likely 
particle size of this material it is considered that sufficient settlement of sediments will occur 
in the existing surface water management system and that there would be no measureable 
increase in the sediment loading of the Ballystrahan Stream, over and above the existing 
levels from the existing consented discharge from Huntstown Quarry. 

It is considered that the inert soil recovery facility will not necessitate any submission for a 
change in the discharge licence in respect of volume or in the consented limited and/or 
exceedance of such limits. 

The continuation of any such discharge with wastewater received from the inert soil recovery 
facility is not likely to affect the current ‘good’ status of the Ballystrahan Stream, nor would it  

 lead to a deterioration in the overall water quality in the Ward River and the 
transitional waters of the Malahide Estuary (based on the EQS established under 
the WFD), or 

 would be directly attributable to these waters not achieving “good” status by 2027. 

It is assessed that potential exposure to changes in water quality is not likely and no adverse 
impact on current baseline water quality is predicted in the transitional waters of the 
Malahide Estuary, or on this waterbody achieving “Good” status by 2027, as a direct result of 
the inert soil recovery facility at Huntstown Quarry.   

Therefore no significant effects are predicted on any of the qualify habitats in the Malahide 
Estuary SAC or on the qualifying birds of the Malahide Estuary SPA, in light of the 
conservation objectives for these features, or on the integrity of these Natura 2000 sites. 
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6.0 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

Based on the screening of potential hazards outlined above in Section 5.0, the operation of 
an inert soil recovery facility at Huntstown Quarry is not likely to have any significant stand-
alone adverse effects on the integrity of the Malahide Estuary SAC and/or Malahide Estuary 
SPA, or on any of the qualifying habitats or birds for which these sites have been classified / 
designated as being of European importance respectively.  It is therefore considered that no 
further assessment is required for the proposed granting of a waste licence for this 
development as a stand-alone project. 
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7.0 AVOIDANCE AND MITIGATION 

As no effects are predicted on the Malahide Estuary SAC and/or Malahide Estuary SPA or 
on any qualifying habitats and/or species, no other specific avoidance and mitigation 
measures are proposed in respect of the proposed development, over and above those 
measures included within the overall scheme design. 

However, Roadstone Wood Limited will ensure the operation of the inert soil recovery facility 
will be undertaken in accordance with “best practice” and appropriate guidelines for example 
the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) Quarries 
and Ancillary Activities – Guidelines for Planning Authorities10 and the EPA’s guidelines on 
Environmental Management in the Extractive Industry11 and in a sensitive manner, with all 
due regard to current wildlife legislation in respect of European sites and their qualifying 
habitats and species. 

Under the existing discharge licence, WPW/F/008-01, Roadstone Wood Limited will continue 
to monitor water quality of any water discharged from the quarry site to ensure compliance 
with the parameters set under the conditions of this licence. 

 

 

 

                                                
10 Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (2004).  Quarries and Ancillary Activities – Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities.  DoEHLG. 
11 Environmental Protection Agency (2006).  Environmental Management Guidelines – Environmental Management in the 
Extractive Industry (Non-Scheduled Minerals. EPA, Wexford. 
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8.0 IN-COMBINATION ASSESSMENT 

It is a requirement of The European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 
2011 that, when considering whether a plan or project will adversely affect the integrity of a 
Natura 2000 site that it must take into account in-combination effects with other current or 
reasonably foreseeable plans and projects.  

There is no single agreed method for addressing the issue of in-combination effects, 
however, current practice and available guidance suggests a staged approach which takes 
into account the following: 

i. if it can be clearly demonstrated that the plan or project will not result in any 
effects at all that are relevant to the integrity of a Natura 2000 site then the plan 
or project should proceed without considering the in-combination test, further; or 

ii. if there are identified effects arising from the plan or project even if they are 
perceived as minor and not likely to have a significant effect on the integrity of a 
Natura 2000 site alone, then these effects must be considered ‘in-combination’ 
with the effects arising from other plans and projects. 

From the screening assessment undertaken here, it is considered that it can be clearly 
demonstrated that the inert soil recovery facility at Huntstown Quarry is not likely to result in 
any measureable effects on the qualifying habitats in Malahide Estuary SAC or on the 
qualifying birds of the Malahide Estuary SPA as a stand-alone project.  Therefore it is 
considered that there is not a requirement in this case to undertake any further assessment 
in-combination with other plans and projects. 
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9.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

This assessment has considered the potential effects associated with the inert soil recovery 
facility at Huntstown Quarry on the Malahide Estuary SAC and Malahide Estuary SPA. 

The assessment has concluded that the inert soil recovery facility is not likely to have an 
adverse effect on the integrity of either the Malahide Estuary SAC or the Malahide Estuary 
SPA, or on any of the qualifying habitats and/or species for which these sites have been 
designated/classified as being of European importance, either as a stand-alone development 
or in-combination with other plans or projects. 

9.1 Natura Impact Statement – Summary 

A summary of the NIS and findings of no significant effects in line with the methodology set 
out in the ‘Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 Sites.  
Methodological Guidance on the Provision of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 
92/43/EEC’ is provided in Table 3. 

Table 3:  Finding of No Significant Effects Report 

Name of project or plan Waste Licence Application for the operation of an inert soil 
recovery facility at Huntstown Quarry, Finglas, Dublin 

Name and location of Natura 
2000 site(s) 

The following designated European sites lie within a 15km radius 
of the proposed development site: 

 South Dublin Bay and River Tolka SPA (004024) 8.41km 
southeast at closest point; 

 Malahide Estuary SAC (00205) 9.99km northeast; 
 Malahide Estuary SPA (004025) 10.02km northeast; 
 North Dublin Bay SAC (00206) 10.86km southeast; 
 North Bull Island SPA and Ramsar Site (004006) 

10.86km southeast; 
 South Dublin Bay SAC (000210) 11.05km southeast; 
 Rye Water Valley / Carton SAC (001398) 11.08 km 

southwest; 
 Baldoyle Bay SAC (000199) 12.01km east; 
 Baldoyle Bay SAC and Ramsar Site (004016) 12.06k 

east; 
 Rogerstown Estuary SAC (000208) 13.07km northeast; 

and 
 Rogerstown Estuary SPA (0004015) 13.68km northeast. 

Of the above sites, only the Malahide Estuary SAC and Malahide 
Estuary SPA has been deemed relevant to this project 

Description of the 
project/plan 

Waste Licence Application for the importation of inert soils and 
stones (and some inert construction / demolition waste) to infill the 
existing quarry void as part of the overall proposed quarry 
restoration scheme, conditioned by Finglas County Council as 
part of the planning consent for continued quarrying operations at 
Huntstown Quarry. 

Is the project or plan directly 
connected with or necessary 
to the management of the 
site? 

No 
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Are there other projects or 
plans that together with the 
project being assessed could 
affect the site? 

No 

The assessment of significance of effects 
Describe how the project or 
plan (alone or in combination) 
is likely to affect the Natura 
2000 sites 

No direct impacts predicted on the integrity of the Malahide 
Estuary SAC and Malahide Estuary SPA and on individual 
qualifying features for which these sites were 
designated/classified as being of European importance.  
The inert waste recovery facility will contribute to an existing 
discharge to the Ballystrahan Stream, a tributary of the Ward 
River that flows into the Malahide Estuary.  Any changes water 
quality discharged as result of the development has potential to 
affect water quality in the estuary with potential direct and indirect 
effects on qualifying habitats in the Malahide Estuary SAC and 
indirectly on the qualifying birds of Malahide Estuary SPA. 

Explain why the effects are 
not considered significant 

All water discharged from Huntstown Quarry to the Ballystrahan 
Stream is subject to a consented discharge licence (WPW/F008-
01 issued by Fingal County Council) that has set limits on a 
number of parameters in respect to water quality. 
The inert soil recovery facility is not anticipated to result in any 
increase surface water run-off rates or result in any changes in the 
volumes of wastewater generated from the North Quarry entering 
into the surface water management system which ultimately 
discharge to the Ballystrahan Stream.   
The inert soil recovery facility will process similar waste material 
for infilling of the North Quarry as previously used in the 
restoration of the northern part of this quarry void.  The previous 
infilling operations have not had any measureable impact on water 
quality emanating from the North Quarry and on the quality of 
wastewater being discharged to the Ballystrahan Stream.  Given 
the nature of the waste materials that will be handled at the inert 
soil recovery facility and used for the further infilling of the North 
Quarry there is no reason to believe that this will result in any 
measureable deterioration in the chemical and biological quality of 
water quality at this particular part of Huntstown Quarry from the 
current baseline conditions. 
The handling, storage and infilling of waste materials may result in 
elevated sediment loadings in the wastewater emanating from the 
North Quarry.  However, due to the likely particle size of this 
material it is considered that sufficient settlement of sediments will 
occur in the existing surface water management system that there 
would be no measureable increase in the sediment loading of the 
Ballystrahan Stream over and above the existing levels from the 
existing consented discharge from Huntstown Quarry. 
The continuation of any such discharge with wastewater received 
from the inert soil recovery facility is not likely to affect the current 
‘Good’ status of the Ballystrahan Stream nor would it either lead to 
deterioration in the overall water quality in the Ward River.  
Therefore no adverse impact on current baseline water quality is 
predicted in the transitional waters of the Malahide Estuary, or on 
this waterbody achieving “good” status by 2027, as a direct result 
of the inert soil recovery facility at Huntstown Quarry.  Therefore 
no significant effects predicted on any of the qualify habitats in the 
Malahide Estuary SAC or on the qualifying birds of the Malahide 
Estuary SPA, in light of the conservation objectives for these 
features, or on the integrity of these Natura 2000 sites. 
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List of agencies consulted: 
provide contact name and 
telephone or e-mail address 

None. 

Response to consultation Not applicable 
Data collected to carry out the assessment 

Who carried out the 
assessment 

Sources of data Level of assessment 
completed 

Where can the full 
results of the 
assessment be 
accessed and 
viewed? 

Steve Judge 
Senior Ecologist 
MCIEEM and 
employee of SLR  

NPWS, EPA and 
Eastern River Basin 
District 

Stage 1 – Screening 
Assessment 
Review of desk-top 
information relating to 
the Natura 2000 sites 
and qualifying features. 
The assessment is 
qualitative and is 
based on best practice 
and professional 
experience. 

This document and 
supporting 
documentation 
presented as part of 
the Waste Licence 
Application 
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10.0 CLOSURE 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Ireland with all reasonable skill, care and 
diligence, and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by agreement 
with the client.  Information reported herein is based on the interpretation of data collected 
and has been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

This report is for the exclusive use of Roadstone Wood Limited, no warranties or guarantees 
are expressed or should be inferred by any third parties.  This report may not be relied upon 
by other parties without written consent from SLR. 

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside 
the agreed scope of the work. 
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FIGURE 1

1:125,000 @ A3 DECEMBER 2013

NATURA 2000 SITES WITHIN A 15km 

RADIUS OF THE DEVELOPMENT SITE

NORTH QUARRY, HUNTSTOWN, 

FINGLAS, DUBLIN 11

INERT WASTE RECOVERY FACILITY

1. EXTRACT FROM 1:50,000 O.S DISCOVERY

MAP NO. 50

2. ORDNANCE SURVEY IRELAND LICENCE NO.

SU 0000713 (C) ORDNANCE SURVEY &

GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND

APPLICATION AREA

Revision Drawn By Chkd By Date Comments

12/13EW SJ
R0

CLIENT:

15km RADIUS

SPECIAL PROTECTION AREA

(SPA)

SPECIAL AREA OF

CONSERVATION (SAC)

1. MALAHIDE ESTUARY SAC (000205)

2. MALAHIDE ESTUARY SPA (004025)

3. NORTH DUBLIN BAY SAC (000206)

4. NORTH BULL ISLAND SPA (004006)

5. SOUTH DUBLIN BAY SAC (000210)

6. SOUTH DUBLIN BAY & RIVER TOLKA SPA

(004024)

7. BALDOYLE BAY SAC (000199)

8. BALDOYLE BAY SPA (004016)

9. RYE WATER VALLEY / CARTON SAC (001398)

10. ROGERSTOWN ESTUARY SAC (000208)

11. ROGERSTOWN ESTUARY SPA (004015)
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Malahide Estuary SAC 

Site Synopsis 
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SITE NAME: Malahide Estuary SAC 

SITE CODE: 000205 

Malahide Estuary is situated immediately north of Malahide and east of Swords. It is the 
estuary of the Broadmeadow River. The site is divided by a railway viaduct built in the 
1800s. 

The outer part of the estuary is mostly cut off from the sea by a large sand spit, known as 
"the island".  The outer estuary drains almost completely at low tide, exposing sand and mud 
flats. There is a large bed of Eelgrass (Zostera noltii and Z. angustifolium) in the north 
section of the outer estuary, along with Tassel Weed (Ruppia maritima) and extensive mats 
of green algae (Enteromorpha spp., Ulva lactuca). Cordgrass (Spartina anglica) is also 
widespread in this sheltered part of the estuary. 

The dune spit has a well developed outer dune ridge dominated by Marram Grass 
(Ammophila arenaria). The dry areas of the stabilised dunes have a dense covering of 
Burnet Rose (Rosa pimpinellifolia), Red Fescue (Festuca rubra) and species such as Yellow 
Wort (Blackstonia perfoliata), Field Gentian (Gentianella amarella), Hound's Tongue 
(Cynoglossum officinale), Carline Thistle (Carlina vulgaris) and Pyramidal Orchid 
(Anacamptis pyramidalis). Much of the interior of the spit is taken up by a golf course. The 
inner stony shore has frequent Sea-holly (Eryngium maritimum). Well-developed 
saltmarshes occur at the tip of the spit. Atlantic salt meadow is the principle type and is 
characterised by species such as Sea Purslane (Halimoine portulacoides), Sea Aster (Aster 
tripolium), Thrift (Armeria maritima), Sea Arrowgrass (Triglochin maritima) and Common 
Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia maritima). Elsewhere in the outer estuary, a small area of 
Mediterranean salt meadow occurs which is characterised by the presence of Sea Rush 
(Juncus maritimus).  Below the salt marshes there are good examples of pioneering 
Glasswort swards and other annual species, typified by Salicornia dolichostachya and 
Annual Sea-blite (Suaeda maritima). 

The inner estuary does not drain at low tide apart from the extreme inner part. Here, patches 
of saltmarsh and salt meadows occur, with Sea Aster, Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima) and 
Sea Clubrush (Scirpus maritimus).  Tassel Weed (Ruppia maritima) occurs in one of the 
channels. 

The site includes a fine area of rocky shore south-east of Malahide and extending towards 
Portmarnock. This represents the only continuous section through the fossiliferous Lower 
Carboniferous rocks in the Dublin Basin, and is the type locality for several species of fossil 
coral. 

The estuary is an important wintering bird site and holds an internationally important 
population of Brent Geese and nationally important populations of a further 15 species. 
Average maximum counts during the 1995/96-1997/98 period were Brent Geese 1217; 
Great Crested Grebe 52; Mute Swan 106; Shelduck 471; Pochard 200; Goldeneye 333; 
Red-breasted Merganser 116; Oystercatcher 1228; Golden Plover 2123; Grey Plover 190; 
Redshank 454; Wigeon 50; Teal 78; Ringed Plover 106; Knot 858; Dunlin 1474; Greenshank 
38; Pintail 53; Black-tailed Godwit 345; Bar-tailed Godwit 99. The high numbers of diving 
birds reflects the lagoon-type nature of the inner estuary. 

The estuary also attracts migrant species such as Ruff, Curlew Sandpiper, Spotted 
Redshank and Little Stint. Breeding birds of the site include Ringed Plover, Shelduck and 
Mallard. Up to the 1950s there was a major tern colony at the southern end of the island and 
the habitat remains suitable for these birds. 

The inner part of the estuary is heavily used for water sports.  A section of the outer estuary 
has recently been infilled for a marina and housing development. 
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This site is a fine example of an estuarine system with all the main habitats represented.  
The site is important ornithologically, with a population of Brent Geese of international 
significance. 

3.10.2001 
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Malahide Estuary SAC 
Summary of Conservation Objectives 
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Malahide Estuary SAC Qualifying Features Conservation Objectives 
 

Feature Objective  Attribute Targets 
Mudflats and sandflats not 
covered by seawater at 
low tide 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Mudflats 
and sandflats not covered by 
seawater at low tide in the 
Malahide Estuary SAC 

Habitat area The permanent habitat area is stable or increasing, subject 
to natural processes. 

Community extent Maintain the extent of the Zostera-dominated community and 
the Mytilus edulis-dominated community complex, subject to 
natural processes. 

Community structure:  
Zostera density 

Conserve the high quality of the Zostera-dominated 
community, subject to natural processes 

Community structure:  
Mytilus edulis density 

Conserve the high quality of the Mytilus edulis-dominated 
community, subject to natural 
processes 

Community distribution Conserve the following community types in a natural 
condition:  Fine sand with oligochaetes, amphipods, bivalves 
and polychaetes community complex; Estuarine sandy mud 
with Chironomidae and Hediste diversicolor community 
complex; and Sand to muddy sand with Peringia ulvae, 
Tubificoides benedii and Cerastoderma edule community 
complex. 

Salicornia and other 
annuals colonizing mud 
and sand 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of 
Salicornia and other annuals 
colonizing mud and sand in the 
Malahide Estuary SAC 

Habitat area Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes, 
including erosion and succession. For sub‐sites mapped: 
Malahide Estuary – 1.93ha. 

Habitat distribution No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to 
natural processes. 

Physical structure: 
sediment supply 

Maintain, or where necessary restore, natural circulation of 
sediments and organic matter, without any physical 
obstructions. 

Physical structure: creeks 
and pans 

Maintain creek and pan structure, subject to natural 
processes, including erosion and succession. 

Physical structure: 
flooding regime 

Maintain natural tidal regime. 

Vegetation structure: 
zonation 

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including transitional 
zones, subject to natural processes including erosion and 
succession. 

Vegetation structure: 
vegetation height 

Maintain structural variation within sward. 
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Feature Objective  Attribute Targets 
Vegetation structure: 
vegetation cover 

Maintain more than 90% of area outside creeks vegetated 

Vegetation composition: 
typical species and sub-
communities 

Maintain the presence of species‐poor communities with 
typical species listed in Saltmarsh Monitoring Project. 

Vegetation composition: 
negative indicator species 
– Spartina anglica 

No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartina 
anglica).  No new sites for this species and an annual spread 
of less than 1% where it is already known to occur. 

Spartina swards 
(Spartinion maritimae) 

Spartina swards (Spartinion 
maritimae) was originally listed as 
a qualifying Annex I habitat for 
Malahide Estuary SAC due to 
historical records of two rare forms 
of cordgrass–small cordgrass 
(Spartina maritima) and 
Townsend’s cordgrass (S . x 
townsendii.). However, Preston et 
al. (2002) considers both forms to 
be alien. In addition, all stands of 
cordgrass in Ireland are now 
regarded as common cordgrass 
(S. anglica) (McCorry et al., 2003; 
McCorry and Ryle, 2009).  As a 
consequence, a conservation 
objective has not been prepared 
for this habitat. It will therefore not 
be necessary to assess the likely 
effects of plans or projects against 
this Annex I habitat at this site. 

  

Atlantic salt meadows 
(Glauco-Puccinellietalia 
maritimae) 

To restore the favourable 
conservation condition of Atlantic 
salt meadows (Glauco-
Puccinellietalia maritimae) in 
Malahide Estuary SAC 

Habitat area Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes, 
including erosion and succession. For sub‐site mapped: 
Malahide Estuary – 25.33ha. 

Habitat distribution No decline or change in habitat distribution, subject to 
natural processes. 

Physical structure: 
sediment supply 

Maintain natural circulation of sediments and organic matter, 
without any physical obstructions. 
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Feature Objective  Attribute Targets 
Physical structure: creeks 
and pans 

Allow creek and pan structure to develop, subject to natural 
processes, including erosion and succession. 

Physical structure: 
flooding regime 

Maintain natural tidal regime. 

Vegetation structure: 
zonation 

Maintain range of coastal habitats including transitional 
zones, subject to natural processes including erosion and 
succession. 

Vegetation structure: 
vegetation height 

Maintain structural variation within sward. 

Vegetation structure: 
vegetation cover 

Maintain more than 90% area outside creeks vegetated. 

Vegetation composition: 
typical species and sub-
communities 

Maintain range of sub-communities with typical species listed 
in Saltmarsh Monitoring Project. 

Vegetation composition: 
negative indicator species 
– Spartina anglica 

No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartina 
anglica), with an annual spread of less than 1% where it is 
known to occur. 

Mediterranean salt 
meadows (Juncetalia 
maritimi) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of 
Mediterranean salt meadows 
(Juncetalia maritimi) in Malahide 
Estuary SAC 

Habitat area Area increasing, subject to natural processes, including 
erosion and succession. For sub‐sites mapped: 
Malahide Estuary – 0.64ha.. 

Habitat distribution No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to 
natural processes. 

Physical structure: 
sediment supply 

Maintain/restore natural circulation of sediments and organic 
matter, without any physical obstructions. 

Physical structure: creeks 
and pans 

Maintain creek and pan structure, subject to natural 
processes, including erosion and succession. 

Physical structure: 
flooding regime 

Maintain natural tidal regime 

Vegetation structure: 
zonation 

Maintain the range of saltmarsh habitats including 
transitional zones, subject to natural processes including 
erosion and succession. 

Vegetation structure: 
vegetation height 

Maintain structural variation within sward. 

Vegetation structure: 
vegetation cover 

Maintain more than 90% of area outside creeks vegetated. 

Vegetation composition: 
typical species 

Maintain range of sub-communities with characteristic 
species listed in Saltmarsh Monitoring Project. 
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Feature Objective  Attribute Targets 
Vegetation composition: 
negative indicator species 
– Spartina anglica 

No significant expansion of common cordgrass (Spartina 
anglica), with an annual spread of less than 1% where it is 
already know to occur. 

Shifting dunes along the 
shoreline with Ammophila 
arenaria (white dunes) 

To restore the favourable 
conservation condition of Shifting 
dunes along the shoreline with 
Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) 
in Malahide Estuary SAC 

Habitat area Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes 
including erosion and succession.  Total area mapped 
1.80ha. 

Habitat distribution No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to 
natural processes. 

Physical structure: 
functionality and sediment 
supply 

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment and organic 
matter, without physical obstructions. 

Vegetation structure: 
zonation 

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including transitional 
zones, subject to natural processes including erosion and 
succession. 

Vegetation composition:  
plant health of dune 
grasses 

95% of marram grass (Ammophila arenaria) and/or lyme-
grass (Leymus arenarius) should be healthy (i.e. green plant 
parts above ground and flowering heads present. 

Vegetation composition: 
typical species 

Maintain the presence of species-poor communities 
dominated by marram grass (Ammophila arenaria) and/or 
lyme-grass (Leymus arenarius). 

Vegetation composition: 
negative indicator species 

Negative indicator species (including non-native species) to 
represent less than 5% cover. 

Fixed coastal dunes with 
herbaceous vegetation 
(grey dunes) 

To restore the favourable 
conservation condition of Fixed 
coastal dunes with herbaceous 
vegetation (grey dunes) in 
Malahide Estuary SAC 

Habitat area Area stable or increasing, subject to natural processes 
including erosion and succession.  Total area mapped 
21.42ha. 

Habitat distribution No decline, or change in habitat distribution, subject to 
natural processes. 

Physical structure: 
functionality and sediment 
supply 

Maintain the natural circulation of sediment and organic 
matter, without physical obstructions. 

Vegetation structure: 
zonation 

Maintain the range of coastal habitats including transitional 
zones, subject to natural processes including erosion and 
succession. 

Vegetation structure: bare 
ground 

Bare ground should not exceed 10% of fixed dune habitat, 
subject to natural processes. 

Vegetation structure: 
sward height 

Maintain structural variation within sward. 
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Feature Objective  Attribute Targets 
Vegetation composition: 
typical species and sub-
communities 

Maintain range of sub-communities with typical species.   

Vegetation composition: 
negative indicator species 
(including Hippophae 
rhamnoides) 

Negative indicator species (including non-native species) to 
represent less than 5% cover. 
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Malahide Estuary SPA 

Site Synopsis 
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SITE NAME: Malahide Estuary SPA 

SITE CODE: 004025 

Malahide Estuary is situated in north Co. Dublin, between the towns of Malahide and 
Swords.  The site encompasses the estuary, saltmarsh habitats and shallow subtidal areas 
at the mouth of the estuary.  A railway viaduct, built in the 1800s, crosses the site and has 
led to the inner estuary becoming lagoonal in character and only partly tidal. Much of the 
outer part of the estuary is well-sheltered from the sea by a large sand spit, known as “The 
Island”.  This spit is now mostly converted to golf-course. 

The outer part empties almost completely at low tide and there are extensive intertidal flats 
exposed. Substantial stands of eelgrass (both Zostera noltii and Z. angustifolia) occur in the 
sheltered part of the outer estuary, along with Tasselweed (Ruppia maritima). Green algae, 
mostly Ulva spp., are frequent on the sheltered flats. 

Common Cord-grass (Spartina anglica) is well established in the outer estuary and also in 
the innermost part of the site. The intertidal flats support a typical macroinvertebrate fauna, 
with polychaete worms (Arenicola marina and Hediste diversicolor), bivalves such as 
Cerastoderma edule, Macoma balthica and Scrobicularia plana, the small gastropod 
Hydrobia ulvae and the crustacean Corophium volutator. Salt marshes, which provide 
important roosts during high tide, occur in parts of the outer estuary and in the extreme inner 
part of the inner estuary.  These are characterised by such species as Sea Purslane 
(Halimione portulacoides), Sea Aster (Aster tripolium), Thrift (Armeria maritima), Sea 
Arrowgrass (Triglochin maritima) and Common Saltmarsh-grass (Puccinellia maritima). 

The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. Birds Directive, of special 
conservation interest for the following species: Great Crested Grebe, Light-bellied Brent 
Goose, Shelduck, Pintail, Goldeneye, Red-breasted Merganser, Oystercatcher, Golden 
Plover, Grey Plover, Knot, Dunlin, Black-tailed Godwit, Bar-tailed Godwit and Redshank. The 
E.U. Birds Directive pays particular attention to wetlands and, as these form part of this SPA, 
the site and its associated waterbirds are of special conservation interest for Wetland & 
Waterbirds. 

This site is of high importance for wintering waterfowl and supports a particularly good 
diversity of species.  It has internationally important populations of Light-bellied Brent Goose 
(1,104 individuals or 5% of the all-Ireland total) and Black-tailed Godwit (409 individuals or 
2.9% of the all-Ireland total) - figures given here and below are mean peaks for the five 
winters 1995/96-1999/2000.  Furthermore, the site supports nationally important populations 
of an additional 12 species: Great Crested Grebe (63), Shelduck (439), Pintail (58), 
Goldeneye (215), Red-breasted Merganser (99), Oystercatcher (1,360), Golden Plover 
(1,843), Grey Plover (201), Knot (915), Dunlin (1,594), Bar-tailed Godwit (156) and 
Redshank (581).  The high numbers of diving ducks reflects the lagoon-type nature of the 
inner estuary, and this is one of the few sites in eastern Ireland where substantial numbers 
of Goldeneye can be found.  

A range of other species occurs, including Mute Swan (37), Pochard (36), Ringed Plover 
(86), Lapwing (1,542), Curlew (548), Greenshank (38) and Turnstone (112). 

The estuary also attracts other migrant wader species such as Ruff, Curlew Sandpiper, 
Spotted Redshank and Little Stint.  These occur mainly in autumn, though occasionally in 
spring and winter. 

Breeding birds of the site include Ringed Plover, Shelduck and Mallard.  Up to the 1950s 
there was a major tern colony at the southern end of Malahide Island. Grey Herons breed 
nearby and feed regularly within the site. 
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Malahide Estuary SPA is a fine example of an estuarine system, providing both feeding and 
roosting areas for a range of wintering waterfowl.  The lagoonal nature of the inner estuary is 
of particular value as it increases the diversity of birds which occur. The site is of high 
conservation importance, with internationally important populations of Light-bellied Brent 
Goose and Black-tailed Godwit, and nationally important populations of a further 12 species. 
Two of the species which occur regularly (Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit) are listed on 
Annex I of the E.U. Birds Directive. Malahide Estuary (also known as Broadmeadow 
Estuary) is a Ramsar Convention site. 

23.8.2013 
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Malahide Estuary SPA 
Summary of Conservation Objectives 
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Malahide Estuary SPA Qualifying Features Conservation Objectives 
 

Feature Objective  Attribute Targets 
Great Crested Grebe 
(Podiceps cristatus) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Great 
Crested Grebe in Malahide 
Estuary SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by great crested grebe, other than that 
occurring from natural patterns of variation. 

Brent Goose (Branta 
bernicla hrota) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Light-
bellied Brent Goose in Malahide 
Estuary SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by light-bellied brent goose, other than that 
occurring from natural patterns of variation. 

Shelduck (Tadorna 
tadorna) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of 
Shelduck in Malahide Estuary 
SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by shelduck, other than that occurring from 
natural patterns of variation. 

Pintail (Anas acuta) To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Pintail in 
Malahide Estuary SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by pintail, other than that occurring from natural 
patterns of variation. 

Goldeneye (Bucephala 
clangula) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of 
Goldeneye in Malahide Estuary 
SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by goldeneye, other than that occurring from 
natural patterns of variation. 

Red-breasted Merganser 
(Mergus serrator) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Red-
breasted Merganser in Malahide 
Estuary SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by red-breasted merganser, other than that 
occurring from natural patterns of variation. 

Oystercatcher 
(Haematopus ostralegus) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of 
Oystercatcher in Malahide Estuary 
SPA 
 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by oystercatcher, other than that occurring from 
natural patterns of variation. 
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Feature Objective  Attribute Targets 
Golden Plover (Pluvialis 
apricaria) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Golden 
Plover in Malahide Estuary SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by golden plover, other than that occurring from 
natural patterns of variation. 

Grey Plover (Pluvialis 
squatarola) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Grey 
Plover in Malahide Estuary SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by grey plover, other than that occurring from 
natural patterns of variation. 

Knot (Calidris canutus) To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Knot in 
Malahide Estuary SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by knot, other than that occurring from natural 
patterns of variation. 

Dunlin (Calidris alpina 
alpina) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Dunlin in 
Malahide Estuary SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by dunlin, other than that occurring from natural 
patterns of variation. 

Black-tailed Godwit 
(Limosa limosa) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Black-
tailed Godwit in Malahide Estuary 
SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by black-tailed godwit, other than that occurring 
from natural patterns of variation. 

Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
lapponica) 

To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of Bar-
tailed Godwit in Malahide Estuary 
SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by bar-tailed godwit, other than that occurring 
from natural patterns of variation. 

Redshank (Tringa totanus) To maintain the favourable 
conservation condition of 
Redshank in Malahide Estuary 
SPA 

Population trend Long term population trend stable or increasing. 
Distribution No significant decrease in the range, timing or intensity of 

use of areas by redshank, other than that occurring from 
natural patterns of variation. 
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Feature Objective  Attribute Targets 
Wetlands To maintain the favourable 

conservation condition of the 
wetland habitat in Malahide 
Estuary SPA 

Habitat area The permanent area occupied by the wetland habitat should 
be stable and not significantly less than the area of 765 
hectares, other than that occurring from natural patterns of 
variation. 
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Huntstown Inert Soil Waste Recovery Facility ATTACHMENTS Ref: 501.00180.00074 
Reply to EPA Article 12 Compliance Notice  17 December 2013 

SLR Consulting Ireland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENT G 
 

HUNTSTOWN QUARRY : PLANNING APPLICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF USE 
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Reg Ref FWI2A/0022 

Comhalrle Contae Fhme Gall Fmgal County Council 

Development 
-

PenmsslOn / penmsslOn for contmuatlon of use of all exlstlng 
authonsed facllitles and actlvltles Wlthm a plannmg applicatIOn area 
of c 167 5 hectares as folloWings 
• Extractlon, crushmg, screemng and processmg of rock (authonsed 
by Reg Ref No F03A11430 / PL 06F 206789) from the Northern, 
Western, Central and Southern DepOSits for a penod of35 years 
• Total Extraction area of c 55 9 hectares Wlthm a total landholdmg 
of c 211 hectares 
• Cruslung, Screemng and Processmg Plant 
• Block Manufactunng Facility & Block Yard 
• Pavmg Display Centre & Offices 
• Machmery MaIntenance BUlldmg 
• Offices, Staff Facilities, Laboratory 
• Concrete Batchmg Plant & ASSOCiated Plant 
• Asphalt Plant & ASSOCiated Plant 
• Stockpile Matenals Shed associated With Asphalt Plant, granted 
under P Reg Ref F06A10923 (ABP Ref PL 06F 219655) 
• Welghbndge, Bunded Fuel Storage & Oil Interceptor 
• Secunty Huts (3 no), Truck Wash Bays & HGV Load Spray Bars 
(p Ref FW09A10099 m respect of amendment to ConditIOn 14 of 
F03A11430) 
• Bord na Mona Movmg Bed Biological Reactor & Percolation Area 
• Stockpiles Storage Areas & Plant Storage Yard 
• Stables (22 no ) & Horse exercise paddock 
• EXlstmg Site Accesses (2 no) onto the RI35 North Road (ReVised 
Entrance P Ref F06A10164 & ABP Ref PI 06F 21 7413P) & 
Kllshane Road 
• Restoration of any worked out extractIOn areas, mcludmg for 5 
years after the cessatIOn of quarrymg activIties 
• All other anCillary buIldmgs, plant and faCilities for the productIOn 
of bUlldmg products, mcludmg aggregates, ready-miX concrete, 
asphalt, tarmacadam and architectural blocks and all ancillary site 
works 

This Plannmg Application Will be accompanied by an EnVironmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) PenmsslOn / penmsslOn for contmuatlOn of 
use for development at Huntstown 
SIGNIFICANT FURTHER INFORMATION HAS NOW BEEN 
RECEIVED 
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Reg Ref. ~'WI2A10022 

Comhalrle Contae Fhine Gall Fingal County Council 

-Location Huntstown Quarry, Huntstown, Johnstown,ColdwlOtcrs & KIlshane, 
Grange & Cappogue Townlands, North Road, Fmglas, DublIn II 

Floor Area o SqMetres 

Time extenslOn(s) up to and 10cludmg 26 November, 2012 

AdditIOnal Information Requested / Received 27-Apr-2012 /26-Nov-2012 

In pursuance of Its functIons under the above mentIoned Act, as Planrung Authonty, the 
County CouncIL for the County of Fmgal dId by Order dated as above make a declSlon to 
GRANT PERMISSION 10 respect of the above proposal 

Subject to the (22) condItIOns on the attached Pages 
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Reg Ref tWI2A/0022 

Comhairle Contae Fhtne Gall FingaL County CouncIL 

-Conditions and Reasons 

1. The development to be carned out In Its entirety In accordance With the plans, 
partIculars, speCifications, and informatIOn lodged with the applIcation on the 09/03/12 
as amended by way of Significant additional information as received on 26/111 12, save 
as may be reqUired by the other conditions attached hereto 

REASON To ensure that the development shall be In accordance With the permiSSion 
and that effective control be mamtaIned 

2. This deCISIOn permits the developer/operator to continue quarrYing/extractIOn and 
proceSSing operations on the site for a penod of twenty years from the date of thiS 
deCISion The eXisting buIldings, hardstandIng areas and plant machinery shall be 
permitted for the 'hfespan' of quarrying/extraction operations After that time, all 
quarrying/extractIOn works shall cease and all bUildings, plant and machmery shall be 
removed from the site unless a further grant of planning permission IS obtained from the 
planning authOrity or from An Bord Pleanala on appeal 

REASON In the Interest of proper planmng and sustainable development of the area 

3. Dunng the operatIOnal phase of the quarry, the nOise level from Within the boundaries 
of the site measured at the nOise sensitive receptors In the vIClruty, shall not exceed 
Daytime 08 00-20 00 h LAeq (1 h) = 55 dBA and Night-time 20 00-08 00 h LAeq (1 
h) = 45 dBA (Note 95% of all nOise levels shall comply With the speCified lImit 
value(s) No nOise level shall exceed the hmlt value by more than 2 dBA) 
All sound measurement shall be carned out In accordance With ISO Recommendation R 
1996 '·Assessment of NOise With respect of Community Response" as amended by ISO 
RecommendatIons R 1996 1,2 or 3 '·DescrlptIon and Measurement of Envlfonmental 
NOise" as apphcable 

REASON In order to protect the reSidential amemtles of property m the vlclmty 

4. All amehoratlve proposals contained Within the EIS and subsequent alteratIOns by way 
of slgmficant additIonal Information shall be stnctly complIed With 

REASON In the Interests of the proper planning and development of the area 
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Reg Rcr FW 12AIO022 

Comhalrle Contae Fhine Gall Fingal County Council 

--
5. Durmg thc operatIOnal phase of the quarry, the nOise level from WIthm the boundanes 

of the site measured at the nOise sensItive receptors m the vlclmty, shall not exceed 
Daytime 08 00-20 00 h LAeq (l h) = 55 dBA and Night-time 20 00-08 00 h LAeq (l 
h) = 45 dBA (Note 95% of all nOise levels shall comply With the specified limit 
value(s) No nOise level shall exceed the limit value by more than 2 dBA) 
All sound measurement shall be carned out m accordance WIth ISO RecommendatIOn R 
1996 "Assessment of NOise With respect of Commumty Response" as amended by ISO 
RecommendatIOns R 1996 I, 2 or 3 "Descnptlon and Measurement of EnVironmental 
NOise" as applicable 
REASON In order to protect the resldenual amemues of property m the vlcmlty 

6. VibratIOn levels from blastmg shall not exceed a peak parucle velOCity of 12 millimetres 
per second, when measured m any three mutually orthogonal directions at any sensitive 
location The peak pracucle velOCity relates to low frequency vibratIOn of less than 40 
hertz where blastmg occurs no more than once m even continuous days Where blastmg 
operatIOns are more frequent, the peak particle velOCity hmlt IS reduced to 8 millimetres 
per sccond Blastmg shall not give nse to air pressure values at sensltve locatIOns which 
are m excess of 125 dB (hnear maximum peak value), WIth a 95% confidence limit No 
mdlvldual air pressure value shall exceed the limit value by more than 5dB (Lm) 

REASON In the mterest ofmamtdmmg the amenity ofadJommg landowners 

7. Dust levels at the site boundary and sensitive locauons shall not exceed 350 milligrams 
per square metre per day averaged over a contmuous penod of 30 days (Bergerhoff 
Gauge) Details of a momtonng programme for dust shall be reviewed on an annual 
baSIS and these reviews shall be submitted for the wntten agreement of the Planmng 
Authonty The developer shall carry out any amendments to the programme required by 
the plannmg authonty follOWIng the annual review 

REASON In the mterest of mamtwmng the amemty of adJOImng landowners 

8. I) Wlthm 3 months of the final grant ofplannmg permissIOn the applicants shall submit 
full details of the eXlstmg pumpmg regime, mcludmg quanuties currently discharged 
u) The applicants shall submit details of any proposed changes (for the duration of the 
plannmg permissIOn) to the eXlstmg pumpmg regime, mcludmg proposed 
arrangements/quantities bemg discharged to adjacent streams (Ballystrahan and Fmglas 
Stream) ThiS shall be agreed m wntmg WIth the Planmng Authonty pnor to the 
ImplementatIOn 
lll) The operator shall ensure that the development does not affect or cause detenoratlOn @ m water quality, water levels or Yields m the domestic wells m the Vlcimty of the t~j 
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R"II Ref. FW 12A/0022 

Comhairle Contae Fhme Gall FmgaL County CouncIL 

--
quarry In the event of quarrymg activities havmg a provcn adverse Impact on prIvate 
wells m the VICInIty, the operator shall undertake approprIate remedIal measures as 
agreed wIth the plannIng authonty, at the expcnse of the operator In the event of any 
dIsruption of any water supplIes, the quarry operator shall cease any operations causmg 
such dIsruptIon untIL water supply has been restored or replaced 
IV) No dIrect emIssIons mcludmg dIscharges of LIst I and LIst II substances as speCIfied 
m DIrectIve 76/464/EEC to groundwater shall occur 
v) Pnor to the ImportatIOn of mert sOIls and stone for the backfillIng of quarry 
vOIds(mcrt waste recovery) the applIcants shall 

(a) hold a waste lIcence from the EnVIronmental ProtectIon Agency 
or 

(b) produce eVldencc of a dctermmatlon by the Envlronmcntal ProtectIon Agency 
under ArtIcle 27 of the European CommunItIes (Waste DIrectIve) RegulatIons 2011 for 
any soIl Imported 
VI) The applIcant shall ensure that all haullers of waste hold a valId waste collectIOn 
pcrmlt for the materIal collccted/dellvercd to the sIte 
VII) PrIor to thc 31111114 or prIor to the stnppmg of the ovcrburden m thc central quarry 
arca whIchever IS the first, the applIcants shall submIt for the wntten agreement of the 
Plannmg Authonty an mterIm restoratIon plan for the central quarry area 
VII) The applIcants shall revIew the Waste Management Plan (Novembcr 2010) for the 
sIte (submItted by thc applIcant (EMS21» every five years and submIt a copy for the 
WrItten agreement of the Plannmg AuthOrIty ThIs plan shall mclude the management of 
stockpIles of unsaleable product 

REASON In the mterest of publIc health 

9. (a) Wlthm 12 months from the date of this order, a comprehenSIve Restoration Plan for 
thc entIrc sIte and mdlvldual quames shall be submItted to the plannmg authOrIty for 
WrItten agreement The plan shall mclude detaIls on access arrangements, slope 
stabIlIty, vegetation proposed, proposals for blOdlVCrslty enhancement and for ongomg 
mamtenance The plan shall mclude a programme to mclude ongomg restoratIon 
throughout the lIfe of the quarry The restoration plan shall bc prepared m consultation 
With Aer Rlanta, DublIn AIrport BIrd HaL.ard Committee and thc IrIsh AVIatIon 
AuthOrIty 
(b) RestoratIon shall be carned m accordance WIth the reVised restoratIon plan as agreed 
by the plannmg authonty 

REASON To ensure the satIsfactory restoratIon of the sIte m the mterest of Visual 
amenIty and environmental protectIon 

6 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 08-01-2014:23:31:17



Reg. Ref FW 12A/0022 

Comhalrle Contae Fhine Gall FingaL County CouncIL 

10. Any changes proposed 10 the discharge regimes from the subject site to the Ballystrahan 
Stream and/or the Fmglas stream shall require Screemng for Appropnate Assessment 
This shall be submitted to the Planmng authOrIty for ItS WrItten agreement 

REASON In the mterest ofprotectmg the amemlies of the area 

II. At least 24hours advance nolice of each blastmg operalion to be caITIed out shall be 
given to occupants of resldenlial properties, and mdustnal and busmess park occupants 
of land wlthm a SOOmetre radIUS of the site boundanes Further warnmg by way of SIren 
shall also be given not later than 30 mmutes prIor to each detonalion The developer 
shall employ the best available technology, not entalhng exceSSive cost, m order to 
mmlmlse nOise, dust, vlbralion and changes m aIr over pressure caused by blastmg 

REASON In the mterest ofpubhc safety and the amemlies ofsurroundmg properties 

12. The operalional hours of the development, mcludmg all quarrymg and all processmg 
operalions, shall be between 0700 hours and 1800 hours, Monday to Saturday Blasling 
operalions shall take place only between 1000 hours and 1600 hours Monday to FrIday 
No opemlion of any kmd shall be carned out on Sundays or pubhe hohdays 

REASON In the mterest ofprolectmg thc amemlies of the area 

13. The wheel wash facility (as mcluded Wlthm the slgmficant addllional mformalion 
details rccelved on the 26111112) shall be put m place wilhm 2 months follOWing the 
final gmnt of planmng permission All trucks leavmg the site shall go through thiS 
faclhty Effective measures shall be taken by the opemtor to prevent the undue emiSSion 
of dust from the Site and site roadways A water bowser(s) or Similar faclhty shall be 
available on site at all limes durmg dry wcather, so that all vehicle and plant roadways 
can be watered to lay dust as necessary 

REASON In the mtercsts of mmlmlsmg nUisance caused by the emiSSion of dust 

14. Notwlthstandmg the above, all pubhe roads and footpaths Immediately adJommg the 
site entrances shall be cleaned at regular mtervals, not less than once per week to the 
salisfaetlon of the Planmng AuthOrIty The apphcant/developer shall pay particular 
attenlion to the North Rd entrance and resldenlial dwelhngs oppposite 

REASON In the mterest of road safety and the general amemty of the area 
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Reg Ref. ~'WI2A10022 

ComhalrLe Contae Fhine GaLL FingaL County CouncIL 

15. All vehIcles carrymg quamed matenal or other dust producmg matenals to or from thc 
sIte shall be securely sheeted 

REASON In the mterests of traffic safety 

16. Appropnate measures shall be taken by the developer at all times to ensure the securIty 
of the SIte In particular notIces shall be erected at promment pOSItIOns along the 
boundanes of the sIte alertmg the general pubhc to the danger of the quarry, assocIated 
plant and machmery 

REASON In the mterest ofpubhc safety 

17. The developer shall facdltate the preservation, recordmg and proteCtion of 
archaeologIcal matenals or features that may eXIst Wlthm the sIte In thIS regard, the 
developer shall -
(a) notIfy the plannmg authonty m wntmg at least four weeks pnor to the 
commencement of any sod stnppmg (mcludmg hydrologIcal and geotechnical 
mveslJgatlOns) relatmg to the proposed development, 
(b) employ a SUItably-qualIfied archaeologIst who shall mOnitor all sIte mvestlgatlons 
and other excavatIOn works, and 
(c) prOVIde arrangements, acceptable to the planmng authonty, for the recordmg and for 
the removal of any archaeologIcal matenal whIch the authonty conSIders appropnate to 
remove In default of agreement on any of these requIrements, the matter shall be 
referred to An Bord Pleamila for detenmnatlon 

REASON In order to conserve the archaeologIcal hentage of the sIte and to secure the 
preservatIOn and protectIOn of any remams that may eXIst wlthm thc SIte 

18. The developer shall submIt once every three years for the hfetlme of thIS permISSIon, an 
aenal photograph of each quarry area whIch adequately enables the plannmg authonty 
to assess the progress of extraction each quarry area The first photograph shall be taken 
and submItted m 2014 

REASON In order to facdltate mOnltonng and control of the development by the 
plannmg authonty 

19. Foul Sewer 
I) No foul draInage shall dIscharge mto the surface water system under any 
circumstances 

~ n) "" fuill ""'_ .... '" m ounpl- Mili "" ''G'''''''' Imblm R,.",,'" Codo t~~ 

8 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 08-01-2014:23:31:17



Reg Rei .-WI2A/0022 

Comhalrle Contae Fhine Gall Fingal County Council 

Practice for Drainage Works VersIOn 6 0" FCC Apnl2006 
Surface Water 

-
m) No surface water/ rainwater shall discharge Into the foul scwer system under any 
circumstances 
IV) The surface water drainage shall be In compliance With the "Greater Dublin 
Rcglonal Code of PractICe for Drainage Works Vemon 6 0" FCC Apnl2006 
Water Supply 
v) All water fittings and installations shall Incorporate best current practices In water 
conservation 
VI) The water supply for the development shall comply With the "GUIdehnes for 
Dnnklng Water Supply" FCC February 2009 ReVISIon I 

REASON In the Interest of proper planning and sustainable development 

20. Pnor to the cessation of quarrying In the northern quarry, the developer shall lodge With 
the Plannmg Authonty a cash depOSit, a bond of an msurance company or other form of 
security (to be agreed With the Planning Authonty) to secure the provIsion and 
satisfactory ImplementatIOn of permanent pumplng/de-watenng of the worked out 
extractive VOId pending the completIOn of reinstatement works to fill the extracted areas 
With Inert matenal The amount of the contribution and the arrangements for payment 
shall be agreed between the developer and the planning authonty or In default of 
agreement, shall be determined by An Bord Pleanala 

REASON In the Interest of proper planning and sustainable development of the area 

21. The applicant shall pay to the planmng authonty a finanCial contributIOn of €500,OOO In 
respect of ongoing road maintenance and Improvements of the R135 North Road, which 
benefit the proposed development of the site that IS proVIded or Intended to be prOVided 
by or on behalf of the authonty In accordancc With sectIOn 48(2)( c) of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended The contnbutlon shall be prud pnor to the 
commencement of development or In such phased payments as the planning authonty 
may faclhtate and shall be subject to any applicable Indexation provIsions of the scheme 
at the time of payment The application of any indexation reqUired by thiS condition 
shall be agreed between the planmng authonty and the applicant or, In default of such 
agreement, the matter shall be referred to the Board to determine 

REASON It IS a reqUirement of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, 
that a condition requmng a contnbuhon In accordance sectIOn 48 of the Planmng and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended) be applied to the permission 
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Reg Ref H\'12A/0022 

Comhalrle Contae Fhine Gall Fingal County Council 

22. The applIcant, over the IIfetImc of the quarry operations, shall annually set aside a fund 
The purpose IS to proVIde appropnate proJects/commumty gam m the general area and 
shall be decIded on by Fmgal County Council m consultation WIth the apphcants The 
mltlal contributIon to the fund shall be €O 10 per tonne of extracted matenal and 
thereafter the contnbutlOn shall be updated m accordance WIth the consumer pnce 
mdex The commumty gam fund shall be lodged mto a specIal commumty gam account 
for Fmgal County Council 

REASON To mItIgate the Impacts of the quarry operatIOns on the local commumty 
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Reg Ref FWI2A/0022 

Comhairle Contae Fhine Gall Fingal County Council 

Signed on behalf of the Fmgal County Council 

7 February, 2013 
for SeDlor Executive Officer 

NOTE: A number ofthe conditions attached to the plannmg permission may need 
compliance submissions to be lodged and agreed prior to commencement of 
developmcnt. Failure to comply with a condition of the planning permission is an 
offence under Section 151 of the Planning and Development Act 2000. Copies of each 
compliance submission should be made in triplicate. 

NOTE: Please note that applicant is required to remove Site Notice on receipt of 
Notification from Planning Authority of decision. 

NOTE: Please note all observatIons/submissions have been taken into consideration 
when making this deCision. 
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Comhairle Contae Fhine Gall Fingal County Council 
NOTES 

(A) REFUND OF FEES SUBMITTED WITH A PLANNING APPLICATION 
ProvIsion IS made for a partlsl refund of fees In the case of certain repeat applications submitted within a penod of twelve 
months where the full standard fee was paid In respect of the first application and where both applications relate to 
developments of the same character or description and to the same site An application for a refund must be made In writing to 
the Planning AuthOrity and received by them within a penod of eight weeks beginning on the date of Planning Authority's 
decISion on the second application For full details of fees, refunds and exemptions the Planning & Development Regulations, 
2001 should be consu~ed 

(B) APPEALS 
1 An appaal against tha decIsion may be made to An Bard Pleanila by the applicant or ANY OTHER PERSON1frio made 

submissions or observations In writing to the Planning Authority In relation to this planning application within four weeks 
beginning on the date of this decIsion (N B Not the date on which the decIsion IS sent or received) A person who has an 
Interest In land adjoining land In resped of which pennlSSlon has been granted may within the appropnate period and on 
payment of the appropnate tea apply to the Board for Leave to Appeal against that deCISion 

Every appeal must be made ,n writing and must state the subject matter and full grounds of appeal It must be fully 
complete from the start Appeals should be sent to 
The Secretary, An Bard Pleanala, 64 Malborough Slree~ Dublin 1 

2 An appeal lodged by an applicant or hiS agent or by a third party with An Bard Pleanala Will be Invalid unless accompanied 
by the prescribed fee A schedule of fees IS at 7 below In the case of third party appeals, a copy of the acknowledgemanl 
of valid submiSSion Issued by FCC must be enclosed with the appeal 

3 A party to an appeal making a request to An Bard PleanAla for an oral Heanng of an appeal must, In addition to the 
prescribed fee, pay to An Bard Pleanala a further fee (sea 7 (I) balow) 

4 Where an appeal has already been made, another person can become an ·observer" and make submiSSions or 
observations on the appeal A copy of the appeal can be seen at the Planning Authority's office 

5 If the CounCil makes a deCISion to grant permiSSiOn! retentIOn! OUtline! permiSSIOn consequent on the grant of outline and 
there IS no appeal to An Bard Pleanala against thiS deCISion, a final grant Will be made by the CounCil as soon as may be 
after the expiration of the penod for the taking of such an appeal If every appeal made In accordance with the Acts has 
been withdrawn, the CounCil Will ISSue the final grant as soon as may be after the withdrawal 

6 Fees payable to An Bard Pleanala from 5th September 2011 are as follows 

Case Type 
Planning Acts 

(a) Appeals against deCISions of Planning Authontles 
Appeal 
(I) I'll party appeal relating to commercial development where the application Included the retention 
of development 

(II) 1 ~t party appeal relating to commerCial development (no retention element In application 

(m) 1 II party appeal non-commerCial development where the application Included the retention of 
development 

(IV) 1" party appeal solely against contnbutlon condltlon(s) - 2000 Act Secllon 48 or 49 

(v) Appeal follOWing grant of leave to appeal (An application for leave to appeal IS also Ell0) 

(VI) An appeal other than referred to In (I) to (v) above 

(b) Referral 

(c) Reduced fea for appeal or referral (applies to certain speCified bodies) 

(d) Application for leava to appeal (section 37(6)(a) of 2000 Act 

(e) Making submiSSion or observation (specified boches exempt) 
(I) Request for oral heanng under Section 134 of 2000 Act 

E4,500 or €B,OOO ~ an 
EIS or NIS Involved 

€1,500 or E3,OOO In EIS 
or NIS Involved 

E660 

€220 

Ell0 

€220 

€220 

Ell0 

Ell0 

E50 

E50 

NOTE the above fee levels for planmng appeals and referrals remain unchanged from those already In force Since 2007 (but 
note the addlbon of NIS In (I) and (II) above) 

Fees apply to All third party appeals at 7(a)(lv) above except where the appeal follows a grant of leave to appeal, First party (sactlon 37 
appeals) planning appeals not involVing commercial or retention development, an EIS or NIS All other (non section 37) first party 
appeals 

These bodies at 7(c) above are speCIfied In the Board's order which determined fees They Include planning authontles and certain other 
public bodies e g National Roads Authonty, Irish AViation AuthOrity 

NB ThiS gUide does not purport to be a legallnterpretetlon of the fees payable to the Board A copy of the Board's order dete"mmng fee 
under the Planning Act IS obtainable from the Board Further Infonnatlon about fees under other legislation may be found In the 
appropriate legislation and IS also available from the Board 

If In doubt regarding any of the above appeal matters, you should contact An Bard Pleanala 
for clarification at (01) 8588 100 
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pg/OO 4-b I 13 
COMHAIRLE CONT AE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref FW12A/0022 

Register Referenee: FW12A10022 

Date of Registration: 26 November, 2012 

Correspondence: SLR Consulting Ireland Ltd FAO Tim Paul 7 Dundrum BUSiness Park, 
Windy Arbour, Dubhn 14 

Development: Permission I pcrmlsslon for continuatIOn of use of all eXisting 
authonsed faclhtles and activIties Within a planning apphcatlOn area of 
c 167 5 hectares as follOWings 
• ExtraCtion, crushing, scrccmng and processing of rock (authonsed by 
Reg Ref No F03A11430 I PL 06F 206789) from the Northcrn, 
Western, Central and Southern Dcposlts for a penod of35 years 
• Total ExtraCtion area of c 55 9 hectares Within a total landholding of 
c 211 hectares 
• Crushing, Screemng and Processing Plant 
• Block Manufacturing Facility & Block Yard 
• Paving Display Centrc & Offices 
• Machinery Malntenancc BUilding 
• Offices, StafT FaClhtles, Laboratory 
.rConcrete Batchlng Plant & ASSOCiated Plant 
• Asphalt Plant & ASSOCiated Plant 
• Stockpile Matenals Shed associated With Asphalt Plant, granted 
under P Reg Ref F06A/0923 (ABP Ref PL 06F 219655) 
• Welghbndge, Bunded Fuel Storage & Oil Interceptor 
• Security Huts (3 no), Truck Wash Bays & HGV Load Spray Bars 
(P Ref FW09A10099 In respect of amendment to Condition 14 of 
F03A11430) 
• Bord na Mona MOVing Bed BIOlogical Reactor & Percolation Area 
• Stockpiles Storage Areas & Plant Storage Yard 
• Stables (22 no ) & Horse exercise paddock 
• EXisting Site Accesses (2 no) onto the R!35 North Road (ReVised 
Entrance P Ref F06A10 164 & ABP Ref PI 06F 217413P) & Kllshane 
Road 
• Restoration of any worked out extraction areas, including for 5 years 
after the cessation of quarrying actlvltlcs 
• All other anCillary bUildings, plant and faclhtles for the production of 
building products, including aggregates, ready-miX concrete, asphalt, 
tarmacadam and archltcctural blocks and all ancillary site works 

ThiS Planmng ApphcatlOn Will be accompamed by an EnVironmental 
Impact Statcment (EIS) Permission I permiSSion for continuation of use 
for development at Huntstown 
SIGNIFICANT FURTHER INFORMATION HAS NOW BEEN 
RECEIVED 
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Rer FW12A10022 

Location: Huntstown Quarry, Huntstown, Tohnstown,Coldwmters & Kdshane, 
Grange & Cappogue Townlands, North Road, Fmglas, Dubhn II 

Applicant: Roadstone Wood Ltd 

Application Type: Permission 

LMIMM 

Zoning: 'RU' - The objective of which IS to 'Protect and promote m a balanced 
way, the development of agnculture and rural-related enterprise, 
biodiversity, the rural landscape, and the bUilt and cultural hentage' 
'GE' - The objective of which IS to 'Provide Opportunities for general 
enterprise and employment' 
'HI' - The objective of which IS to 'PrOVide for Heavy Industry' 

Plannmg Officers Report: 

Repon ofthe Planmng Officer dated 26" April 2012 

This IS an apphcatlOn for PERMISSION for contmuatlon of use of all eXisting authonsed 
faclhtles and activIties WIthm a planning apphcatlon area of c 167 5 hectares at Huntstown 
Quarry, Huntstown, Johnstown, Coldwmters & Kllshane, Grange & Cappogue Townlands, 
North Road, Fmglas, Dubhn II 

Site Description 
The site forms part of 167 5 hectares The southern boundary IS circa 320metres north of the 
M50 at Its nearest The site IS bounded by the RI35 to the east and the Kllshane and Cappagh 
Roads to the west Accesses eXist from the R135 and the Kllshane and Cappagh Roads 
Dubhn auport IS e I 5km to the north east 

A number of small scale commercial and service uses are scattered along the frontages of the 
RI35 and the Kllshane Road to the cast, west and north, mcludmg a timber and Jomery 
centre, a garden centre and vetennary chnlc To the south-cast of the site IS a farm holdmg 
(Kddonan House), there area a number of reSidential properties to the south of the south 
quarry and along the RI35 and some located off the Cappagh Road to the west of the site 
There IS a large ESB 220 Kv station complex to the north of the mam access route, from 
which there are a large number of overhead power hnes radiating m all directIOns, some of 
which cross the site To the south-west of the site, off the Cappagh road, IS Mdlennlum 
Busmess Park and StadIUm Busmess Park There are further mdustrlal and office parks to the 
west of the Kdshane Road. mcludmg North West Busmess Park, and beyond thiS IS the very 
large, and expandmg, mdustrlal and warehousmg/dlstnbutlon area at Ballycoohn and 
Blanchardstown To the north of the site IS open farmland 
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COMHAIRLE CONT AE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref. FW 11A/OOll 

Centrally locatcd on sIte arc the offices, workshops, laboratory, garage, block plant, 
Roadstone retaIl area, concrete and tarmacadam plant all assocIated wIth the extractIOn and 
processIng operatIons Secondary plant IS also located on the floor of the northern quarry 
wIth cxtracted matenal beIng transported VIa a conveyor belt for further treatment In the 
central area Thc Huntstown Power StatIon IS located east of the central compound/plant area 
To the north-west of the power statIon sIte IS a recently constructed stable block, WIth 
anCIllary excrclse paddock and runrung track Although reachablc from the Internal roadway 
system WIthIn the quarry sIte, It IS generally accessed from the N2 by a separate access 
laneway 

The quames are workcd on a "bench" system, whereby the levels are reduced In steps or 
benches of 15-18 metrc depth I heIght, by mcans of In-SItu blastIng, and then mechanIcal 
removal from these benches, after whIch there IS crushIng and processIng eIther In mobIle 
crushIng plant, or In the central compound area The overburden, obtaIned from the InItIal 
stnppIng of thc topSOIl, subSOIl and rock, has bcen stored around the edges to screen the 
quarry faces and to aId nOIse and dust reductIon The southern quarry areas IS the most 
worked out, alrcady haVIng reached the deepest level, part of the northern quarry IS restored 
but there are plans for expansIOn The western quarry has been cleared of overburden, but 
apart from a SIngle blast, has not been worked for stone to date The central quarry has been 
partIally work but there are plans for further expansIon 

Proposal 
The proposed development consists of the following: 
PermIssIon I permIssIon for contInuatIOn of use of all eXIstIng authorIsed faCIlItIes and 
actIvItIes WIthIn a plannIng applIcatIon area of c 167 5 hectares as follOWIngs 
ExtraCtion, crushIng, screenIng and processIng of rock (authonsed by Reg Ref No 
F03AI1430 I PL 06F 206789) from the Northern, Western, Central and Southern DepOSIts 
for a penod of35 years 
Total ExtractIon area of c 55 9 hectares WIthIn a total landholdIng of c 211 hectares 
CrushIng, ScreenIng and ProcessIng Plant 
Block ManufacturIng FacIlIty & Block Yard 
PavIng DIsplay Centre & Offices 
MachIncry MaIntenance BUIldIng 
Offices, Staff FacIlllIes, Laboratory 
Concrete BatchIng Plant & ASSOCIated Plant 
Asphalt Plant & ASSOCIated Plant 
StockpIle Matenals Shed assocIated WIth Asphalt Plant, granted under P Reg Ref 
F06N0923 (ABP Ref PL 06F 219655) 
Welghbndge, Bunded Fuel Storage & 011 Interceptor 
Secunty Huts (3 no), Truck Wash Bays & HOV Load Spray Bars (P Ref FW09N0099 In 
respect of amendment to ConditIOn 14 of F03N1430) 
Bord na Mona MOVIng Bed BIOlogIcal Reactor & PercolatIon Area 
StockpIles Storage Areas & Plant Storage Yard 
Stables (22 no ) & Horse exerCIse paddock 
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref FWI1A/OOll 

EXIsting SIte Accesses (2 no) onto the R135 North Road (RevIsed Entrance P Ref 
F06A10164 & ABP Ref PI 06F 217413P) & KIlshane Road 
RestoratIon of any worked out extractIon areas, including for 5 years after the cessation of 
quarrying actIvItIes 
All other ancIllary buildings, plant and faCIlities for the production of building products, 
Ineludlng aggregates, ready-mIx concrete, asphalt, tarmacadam and arehItectuml blocks and 
all ancIllary site works 
ThIs Planning ApplicatIon will be accompanied by an EnVIronmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) PermIssIon I permIsSIOn for continUatIon of use for development at Huntstown 

Submi~sions/ObservatJons 
A submIssIon has been receIved from WIlliam Byrne of Kildonan House, ColdwInters 
Issues raIsed arc as follows 
EnVIronmental conditIOnS 
Health has suffered 
Housc has been damaged 
Damaging water supply 
Lack of mOnitorIng 
CondItIon not being fulfilled 

Relevant Planning History 
FW09AI0099 
PermIsSIon was granted for SecurIty Huts (3 no), Truck Wash Bays & HOY Load Spray 
Bars In respect of amendment to CondItIon 14 ofF03A11430 

F06AI0923 (ABP Ref PL 06F 219655) 
Planning permISSIon was gran/cd for Stockpile MaterIals Shed assocIated With Asphalt Plant 

F06A10164 (ABP Ref PI 06F 21 7-113) 
PermISSIon was granted for thc construction of a ncw 7 3m Wide vehIcular access located 
approx 140 metres to the north of the eXIsting permItted access at North Road (former N" 
National Routc) to link Into eXIsting acccss road, the proposed outbound lane measures 
approx 3 65 m wIde X 200m long and thc proposed Inbound lane measures approx 365m 
wIde X 240m long, all anCIllary SIte works and to amend CondItIon No II of permISSIon 
Reg Ref No F03A11430 so the opemtIOnal hours for processing and manufactUrIng 
actIVItIes In the central plant area only shall be between 0530 hours and 2000 hours Monday 
to Saturday The proposcd access wIll be used by quarry traffic and Huntstown Power Plant 
traffic The eXIsting access at the former N2 North Road will be closed EXISting access Will 
continue 

F03A11-130 (ABP Ref PL 06F 206789) 
PermISSIon and retention was granted for the continuatIon of extractIon, crushing, screening 
and processing ofrock (authonsed by Reg Ref No F93A11134), from the northern, central, 
western and southern depOSIts for 20 years (c 57 5ha total extractIve area In a c 205 ha 
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COMHAIRLE CONT AE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref FVVIlAJOOll 

overall sIte), the continuance Indefimtely of all authonscd crushIng, screemng and proceSSIng 
plant, block manufacturIng plant (2,452 sq m ) block yard (17 2 ha), pavIng dIsplay area (636 
sq m), pavIng centre (180 sq m), machInery maIntenance bUIldIng (1,456 sq m), offices 
(174 sq m ), staff facIlIties (48 sq m), laboratory (68 sq m ), concrete batchIng plant, seml
mobIle concrete batchIng plant, asphalt plant, welghtbndge, 2 no truck wash bays, 4 no 
secunty huts, Bord na Mona movIng bed bIologIcal reactor and percolatIOn area. stockpIles 
and all ancIllary bUIldIngs, plant and faCIlIties for the production of bUIldIng products 
IncludIng aggregates, ready made concrete, asphalt, tarmacadam and archItectural blocks and 
all anCIllary sIte works, progressIve restoratIon of the worked out extractive areas IncludIng 
for 5 years after the cessatIon of quarryIng, and for the retentIon of plant storage yard (SIte 
area c I 74 ha), 22 no stables (394 sq m ) and horse exercIse paddock (sIte area c I 86 ha) 
EXIstIng access wIll contInue at the N2 North Road and KIlshane Road ThIs applIcatIon IS 
accompanIed by an EIS 

F02AI0602 (ABP Ref PL 06F 200623) 
PerrmsslOn granted for the recovery of pre-sorted construction and demolItIon waste (namely 
concrete bncks, tiles, ceramIcs and asphalt) on a I 5 hectare sIte WIthIn ItS eXIstIng 
landholdIng at Huntstown Quarry 

FOIAI0231 (ABP Ref PL 06F /30638) 
PermISSIOn granted for the extractIon of the western depOSIt, 2no 18 metre benches by 
c 9 7ha plan area WIthIn c 19 5ha area of western depOSIt pursuant to condItIon one of Reg 
Ref 93NI134, all at Huntstown Quarry, FInglas, Co DublIn for Roadstone DublIn LTD 
Dec/slOn upheld on Appeal 

F98A//313 (ABP Ref PL 110954) 
PermIssIon granted for a Gas-fired CombIned Cycle Gas TurbIne Electnclty GeneratIon 
StatIon WIth an output of up to 600 MW, to be developed In 
two phases Includes two turbIne hails, two heat exchange bOIlers, four 33 5 metre hIgh 
stacks, two aIr cooled condenser umts, two-storey admInIstratIOn and control bUIldIng, 
workshop, stores, electrIcal sWltchyard, above ground Instailatlon for gas supply, reserve fuel 
storage tanks, mIscellaneous plant and equIpment, sIte and landscapIng works, wastewater 
treatment plant and the demolItIOn of an eXIstIng dwellIng 

93AI1I34 (ABP Ref 06N 092622-11) 
PermIssIon granted for the retention of all eXIstIng plant and bUIldIngs servIces and ancIllary 
development as preVIously approved In 1984 IncludIng concrete plant, macadam plant, store 
plant and block plant as preVIOusly approved under WA 2282 and for permIssIon to quarry 
northern, western and central lImestone depOSIt on theIr 200ha sIte DeC/lIOn upheld on 
Appeal 

93AI01J4 
PermIssIon refuled for the retentIon of horse stables on part of the current sIte for FInglas 
Pony Club 

WA 2282 (1981) 
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref' FW12A/0022 

PenmsslOn granted to quarry northern, western and central limestone deposits, new concrete 
plant and for the retention of block plant macadam plant and ancillary mstallatlons An Bord 
Plcanala m upholdmg the deCISion to grant Imposed a condition limillng the life of the quarry 
to ten years (July 1994) 

HlJ054 (1973) 
Approval granted for quarrymg operation on these lands 

AI0825 (1969) 
Outline permission granted for quarrymg operations 

FOOAI0862 
PenmsslOn granted to develop a quarry at Bay Lane, (north of the subject Site) for Irish 
Asphalt limited DeCISion upheld on appeal, ref PL 06F 125541 

Reports 
Water Services Report A report has been recclved requestmg additIOnal mfonnatlOn relatmg 
to surface water, ground water, waster supply and foul sewer 

TransportatIOn Report A report has been received requestmg Additional Infonnatlon 

EHO LIRlscd with EHO, concerns raised regardmg the number and location of dust 
momtonng sites and concerns raised regardmg the nOIse mappmg and a requlfements for 
appropriate nOIse modeling 

EnVironment Report received With addillonal mfonnatlOn requested regardmg screemng 
benns, progressive restoratIOn, replacement of settlement lagoons mtended storage penod for 
extractive wastes and management of stockpiles 

Parks No report received to date 

BIO-DlverSlty Officer No report received to date 

ConservatIOn Officer Report received, no comment 

/lerltage Officer Report received, concerns raised over no conslderallon to the potential 
Impacts to Natura 2000 sites 

An Taz~ce No report received to date 

Inland Fisheries Ireland The Ward and Tolka rivers support both AtlantiC Salmon (Annex 
I 1 of EU Habitats Dlfectlve) and Brown Trout They prOVide an Important nursery function 
for salmomd species PollutIOn of the adjacent freshwaters from poor on-site pracllces could 
have a negative Impact on the faurIa and flora of these sensitive and Important freshwater 
systems Only clean, uncontammated water should leave the site salmomd status of the 
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COMHAIRLE CONT AE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref. FW12A/0022 

system Proper site assessment and compliance WIth the relevant EPA manual regarding on 
site treatment systems IS reqUired The eXisting development IS slgmficant Impact on regIOnal 
water regimes September 2010, IF! were notified of compliant regarding a small stream 
drying up In the VICinity of Huntstown Quarry It appears base flows In Ballystrahan Stream 
are highly reliant on continuous pumping operations from Huntstown Quarry It IS noted In 
the EIS the water balance on the site Will change when quarrYing IS the southern area reaches 
and exceeds the depth on the northern floor 'TIus means a net removal of and reduction In 

groundwater volumes In the Ward catchment and an associated Increase In ground water In 
the Tolka catchment Notwithstanding operational ImplicatIOns on site of thiS change In 
ground water regIme, It IS essential that flows In the Ballystrahan Stream are maintained at a 
sustainable level Into the future 

IAA No observations 

HSA No objection 

RPA No report received to date 

NRA No report received to date 

NTA No report received to date 

Department of Arts Heritage and Gaeltacht Archaeological momtonng IS requested as a 
condition 

DAA Report received WIth concerns regarding bird hazard at the airport, It IS recommended 
that a SUitable conditions be attached 
Heritage Council No report received to date 

Pre-Planning 
Pre planmng took place on the 05/04/11 WIth area planner, water services and transportation 

Relevant Policy in Development Plan 
The lands WIthin the ownership of Roadstone are zoned, RU, HI and GEunder the 2011-2017 
Development Plan 

"RU" Rural, the objective IS to "Protect and promote m a balanced way, the development of 
agriculture and rural-related enterprise, bIOdiverSity, the rural landscape, and the buzlt and 
cultural heritage "(MaJority of the site) 
The VISIOn IS as follows 
Protect and promote the value of the rural area of the County ThiS rural value 1$ bared on 

Agrzcultural and rural economic rewurces 
VI~ual remoteness from slgmficant and d,stmcllve urban mfluences 
A high level of natural features 
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RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref. FWllA/OOll 

Agr/C,ulture and rural related rewurces Will be employed Jar the benefit of the lowl and 
Wider populatIOn BuIldmg upon the rural value will reqUire a balanced approach mvolvmg 
the protectIOn and promotIOn oj rural bIOdiversity, promotIOn of the mtegrlty of the 
land~cape, and enhancement oJthe bUilt and wltural heritage" 

"HI" Heavy Industry, the objective IS to PrOVide for heavy mdustry 
The VISIOn IS as follows 
"Facilitate opportunities for mdustrlal u~es, actIVIties and processes which may give rise to 
land ure conflict if located wllhm other zonmgs Such uses. activities and processes would be 
ilkely to produce adverse Impacts, Jar example by way oj nOise, dust or Visual Impacts HI 
areas prOVide SUitable and acceSSible locations specifically Jar heavy mdurtry and shall be 
reserved solely Jar such uses" (Access route offR135, portIOns of the western boundary) 

"GE" General Employment, the objective IS to PrOVide opportunities for general enterprise 
and employment 
The VISIOn IS as follows 
Facliltate opportunities for compatible mdustry and general employment uses, loglstlcr and 
wareholJjmg aalVlty m a good qualzty phY~lcal environment General Employment areas 
should be highly acceSSible, well de~lgned, permeable and legible (Small sectIOns of the 
southern and south eastern boundary) 

Specific Ob,ealve~ m the Development Plan 
Oblectlve EE35 
ConSIder proporals Jar aggregate extractIOn only where the Coun"l/~ ~atl~fied through an 
environmental a~se~sment that environmental quality and amenity will be protected and 
appropriate proVIsIOn for the restoration oj the landscape and habitat IS bemg made 

Ob,ea,ve EE36 
Encourage the recyclmg oJ budders , rubble to reduce the needJor extlact/on m accordance 
With Best Praalce GUidelmes on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for 
Construction and DemoiztlOn Projects (DoEHLG 2006) 

Ob,ectlve LR02 
Emure that any future proposals Jar extractIOn oj aggregates and land reclamatIOn 
proposals mclude an assessment of the Impact(s) on the natural and cultural heritage, and on 
the coastal processes of erOSIOn, depOSition andfloodmg Any ~uch proporals may need to be 
accompanied by an EnVironmental Impact Statement andlor ~creenlng Jar ru~e\~ment under 
the Habltat~ Directive 

Ob,ectlve LR03 
Carry out proces~mg and storage oj extracted aggregates m a manner which mmlmuer the 
Impact on the natural environment and reSidential amenltler 

Ob,ectlve BDJ3 
Ensure Apploprlate Asresrment Screening and, where required, foil Appropriate Assessment 
Ir carried out for any plan or project which. mdlvldually, or m combmatlOn With other plans 
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Reg Ref FW12A/0022 

and projects, IS likely to have a sIgnificant d,rect or Ind/rect Impact on any Natura 2000 sIte 
or sItes 

NatIOnal GuidancelLegislation 
1) Quarries and Anc/llary ActlVlt/es GUldellne~ Jor Planning Author/t/es Issued In April 2004 
by the Department oJthe Env/ronment, HerItage and Local Government 
ThIs document gIve gUIdance m relatIon to development plan polIcIes relatmg to quames, 
envIronmental ImplIcatIons on subjects that are to be mcluded Wlthm EIS's and gUIdance on 
assessment of plannmg applIcatJ.on and EIS's It also has a sectIOn on the ImplementatIon of 
SectIon 261 of the PlannIng and Development Act 2000 

2) SectIOn 261 Planning and Development Act 2000 and SectIOn 26lA Planning and 
Development Act 2000 
SectIOn 261 of the Act outlInes the legIslatIOn m relatIon to the reglstenng of quames 
SectIOn 261 A deals WIth the legIslatIOn relatmg to envIronmental aspects of eXlstmg quames 
paymg partIcular regard to the EnVIronmental Impact Assessment DIrectIve and the HabItats 
DlrectJ.ve It outlmes the legIslatIon relatmg to determmmg as to whether an acceptable EIS 
and/or Appropnate Assessment has been carned out and whether It now needs to be carned 
out 

3) Reg/onal Planning GUIdelines Sect/on 5 4 3 jor the Greater Dublin Area 2010-2022 
ThIS document gIves a bnef gUIdance on the plannmg polIcy terms m order to strategIcally 
plan for future needs It IS suggested to quantJ.fy the level of eXlstmg and potentIal aggregate 
and mmerals/ores resources Carrymg out mappmg of aredS IS recommended It states when 
assessmg plannIng applIcatIOns for extractIve mdustrles conslderatJ.on and ImplIcatIOns m 
relatIOn to the Water Framework DIrectIve and the EU DIrectIves should be gIVen 

Environmental Impact Statement 
A short outlme of each relevant chapter IS gIven below 

Human Beings Chapter 3: 

The Ward DED IS generally rural m nature and demographIc trends m the area generally 
mIrror those m Fmgal and North County DublIn There has been a marked mcrease m the 
populatIOn 296% from 2002-2006 (It IS noted the pervIous RegIOnal PlannIng GwdelInes 
were quoted dnd not the most recent RPG's 2010-2022 ) 
Employment by Industry In FIngal follows a natIonal pattern WIth the hIghest partIcIpatIon m 
the c1encal and government workers sector, profeSSIOnal sector and sales sector reflectmg the 
generally urbanIsed nature of the area The mam employment locatIOns surroundmg the 
quarry area are the busmess and technology campus faCIlItIes of Northwest Busmess Park, 
Ballycoohn Busmess Park, MIllennIum Busmess Park, Rosemount BUSIness Park and 
Blanchardstown Corporate Park 
AgrIculture and mdustry are the two prIncIple actIvItIes. The type of agncultIIre IS tIllage and 
grazmg The lands surroundmg the qwury are zoned for mdustry development WIth the 
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Reg Ref· FYVI2AJ0022 

cxceptlOn of the lands to the northeast on the castern sIde of the N2 Dual carnageway, whIch 
remaInS zoned as grecnbelt In order to demarcate the northern urban lImIt of DublIn CIty The 
site IS not located WIthIn nor forms part of a NHA, SPA or SAQC, however due to geologIcal 
exposure the sIte IS of geologIcal Interest 
13 prIvate reSIdentIal propertIes and MIllennIum BusIness Park are located WIthIn 250m of 
the applIcatIOn sIte boundary Eleven other resIdentIal propertIes, a dog kennellIng bUSIness. 
Northwest and Rosemount BUSIness Park are located up to 500m from the applIcatIon sIte 
The contInued operatIon of the quarry WIll have posItIve effect on the local economy There 
arc 49 people dIrectly cmployed and 12-15 people IndIrectly employed by the quarry The 
soclo-economlc benefits are more pronounced when consIderIng the 174% Increase In 
unemployment In the FIngal area SInce Octobcr 2006 ThIS has a sIgnIficant posItIve 
contrIbutIon to the local economy 
PotcntIal negatIve Impacts to humans would be dust, traffic, nOIse, nUIsance and vIsual Issues 
RecommendatIons are made In the respectIve chapters relatIng to dust and nOIse control A 
traffic assessment IS provIded WIthIn the EIS, the general conclusIOn IS the sIte IS well located 
In tcrms of strategIc access to the mam road network for HGV's The vast maJorIty of the 
extractIon works are to take place WIthIn the eXIstIng footprInts of the quarnes on site, none 
of the extractIOn wIll be vIsIble from outSIde the sIte The restoratIon wIll have a posItIve 
Impact on the landscape InformatIon WIthIn the restoratIon plan deals WIth bIrds and the 
prevention of attractIng bIrds to the sIte 

Ecology (Flora and Faulla) Cllapter 4: 

A habItat survey was carned out In March 2010. July 2010 and June 2011 The sIte IS not 
subject to any statutory nature conservatIOn deSIgnation and there are no such sItes WIthIn a 
2km radIUS of the sIte The follOWIng were the habItats types recorded 

Woodland and Scrub Broadleaved woodlands, relatIvely young fast growIng specIes 
IncludIng alder, ash, sycamore and some WIllow plantIng and supplemented WIth bIrch, 
common hawthorn, blackthorn, dogwood, sessIle oak and whltebeam, as well as some 
COnIfers on the south eastern boundary of the south quarry They prOVIde screenIng of the 
quarry from the surroundIng land and from operatIonal areas WIthIn the quarry 

Grar~land and Marsh Grassland habItats are WIdely dIstrIbuted across the sIte consIstIng of 
broad range of grassland commUnIties These generally support a good dIversIty of specIes 
and are largely managed through the grazIng of horses although outSIde the field system 
rabbIts are prImarIly responsIble In maIntaInIng the grassland There are 5 areas (TN20, 
TN60, TN62, TH97, TN103) of Interest whIch are defincd by large numbers of orchIds that 
arc present 

Frerhwaler These are permanent open standIng water area, such as attenuatIon lagoons In 
the central part of the sIte that receIved pumped water from the quarry VOIds and small ponds 
In low lYIng parts of the sIte The maIn draInage ditches are found In the north and through 
the central parts of the sIte that predomInantly receIved surface water from the actIve parts of 
the quarry 
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Expmed rock and dIsturbed ground The active quames have resulted m exposed calcareous 
rock, spOil and bare ground created through the quarrymg process, recolomsmg bare ground 
typically supportmg ephemeral and short perennial vegetation commumtIes 

CultIvated and bUIlt land A large part of the central arca of the site accommodates a number 
of bUlldmgs, structures, storage areas, roads and tracks 

Flora Dunng the habitat surveys of the site no protected or rare species of flora were 
recorded on or Immediately adjacent to the site 

Mammals The habitats Wlthm the quarry provide good opportunities for badgers, hedgehogs, 
stoats and bats, no eVidence of them was found (setts, tracks, latrmes, snuffle holes, halTS, 
roastmg Sites, droppmgs etc) A sohtary hare was recorded on the site m 2010 and 2011 
Rabbits, brown rats and foxes are known to occur 

Breedmg Blrd~ A survey of bIrds was carned out m July 2010 and March 2011 A total of 40 
bIrd species were recorded, thiS compares with a survey carried out m 2002 when 41 species 
were recorded Three species are red listed (Globally threatened accordmg to IUCN cntena) 
and SIX amber listed (unfavourable conservatIOn status Wlthm Europe) 

Wmtermg Bmis A total of 38 species of bIrds were recorded m March 2011 The results of 
the March 2011 Wlntermg birds survey show that two species are red listed and one species IS 
amber listed 

ReptIles No historIcal recorded, and no ammals were observed 

Amphlb/am In 2011 the common frog was observed, there was no eVidence to confirm 
smooth newts breedmg, however a male and female were observed 

Invertebrates No speCifically rare or notable species of mvertebrates have been recorded 

No other rare, protected or notable species were recorded 

Based on the Size of the Site, the habitats present and the known and potential species that It 
supports It IS conSidered that Huntstown Quarry at lcast has local valuc With component 
calcareous grassland of up to dlstnct value The valuable ecological receptors are the drv 
calcareous and neutral grassland, the hedgerows and a number of bIrd species 
An overall restoration plan was submitted m 2003, condition 19 of F03A11430 refers There 
are no proposals to slgmficantly alter the agreed restoratIOn plan, therefore It IS conSidered 
not necessary to assess potential Impacts arIsmg from the restoration actiVIties on the site post 
mfilling of this quarry VOId The restoration plan Will contmue to take mto account pOSitive 
gams for wIldhfe at this site post quarrymg operations 
The maJonty of the high value dry calcareous and neutral grassland and hedgerows are 
outSide the main extraction areas, no slgmficant direct losses 
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MlllgallOn, enhancement and compen~allon Due to the proposed development which IS for a 
contInuatIOn of quarrying and providIng all eXlstmg measures and controls relatmg to this Site 
are mamtamed, no additIonal mitIgatIOn measures to those already m place at the proposed or 
deemed necessary , 

Momtormg Areas of high ecological value and those currently managed for Wildlife Will 
contmue to be momtored on a regular basiS to detenmne whether the contInuation of 
quarrymg IS haVIng negatIve effects and to ensure appropnate management of these areas IS 
undertaken to maIntaIn theIr bIOlogical Interest 

Soils & Geologv Chapter 5: 

RegIOnal Geology 
Sods The quarry IS underlam by renzmas and IIthosols and grey brown podzolics and brown 
earth 

Ouaternarv GeolO!!v The quarry IS underlam by bedrock at, or close to, surface and glacial 
tills denved from Carbomferous limestones 

Bcdrock Geology The site IS under lam with Malalude fonnatlOn m the southern part of the 
site This IS overlam to the northwest by Waulsortlan Limestones of the FeltrIm Limestone 
formatIon which IS m turn, overlam to the northwest by Tober Colleen FonnatlOn 

Local Geology 
The tluee mam extraction areas, the north, central and south quarnes have been subject to 
extensive exposure, along With ground water well dnllIng, results m the distributIOn of 
different lithological fonnatlOn and the structure of the site to be made 

Sods & Superficial DepOSits Sods and superficial depOSits have been entIrely stnpped from 
the footprInt of the current and prevIous extraction areas and only mlmmal movement of sod 
and superficial depOSit matenalls antIcipated 

Bedrock Geology ]he south quarry IS developed WithIn limestones of the Malahlde 
fonnatlOn and mInor shales Banded, interbedded limestones and shales are exposed In the 
northwestern corner of thiS extraction area 
The central quarry IS not currently beIng worked and IS used as a construction and demolitIOn 
recycling facIlity The quarry IS developed In pale mlcntIc Waulsortlan limestones of the 
Feltrlm Limestone FormatIon 
The north quarry IS developed In a sequence of well bedded limestones and academic 
research on the fossd fauna of the sequence exposed Indicated that thiS quarry IS also 
developed Wlthm sub-Waulsortlan limestones ofthe Malalude FonnatIon 

Structure The sequence at Huntstown dips steeply to the north or northwest The sequence In 
the west of the South quarry dips to the northwest The central quarry dips to the northwest 
The north quarry dips to the north-northwest There IS a reverse fault present between the 
central and southern quarnes The rocks are well JOInted, the JOInt trends roughly N-S and 
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area sub vertical The rock IS strong to very strong and weathermg IS rarely SignIficant more 
than a few declmetres below the rock surface 

Gcologlcal Hentage The contact between the Waulsoruan lImestones of the Feltrlm 
Limestone FonnatlOn and the Tober Colleen FormatIOn, exposed m the roadway m to the 
Central quarry has been listed as part of Irish Geological Heritage Programme 8 

KarstIficatIon A number of mmor solutIonally enlarged and clay mfilled Jomts have occurred 
In the central quarry A Wide Jomt of 0 5m-2m has been revealed m the eastern part of the 
south quarry The quarry manger reports these do not mterfere With quarrymg operatIons 

A yseysment of Impact . 
The quarry footprint Will not be extcnded so no large scale removal and placement of soil or 
overburden IS antIcipated Any soil or overburden material removed Will be used to create 
bcrms the topSOil Will be used for the restoration of the Site will be filled back to the Original 
ground level detailed m the restoratIon plan Strlppmg and removal of soil Will not take place 
m prolonged pen ods of dry weather Moundmg Will only be done With an angle of repose of 
no greater than I I 5, screenmg berms Will be planted, re-handling of soil Will be minImised 
The area of geological mterest, the exposure between the Waulsoruan and Tober Colleen 
formations should be retained 

HvdrologvlHvdrogeologv Chapter 6: 

The quarry has four extractIon areas The Site IS dramed mto two surface water catchments, 
the northern half IS part of the River Ward and the southern half IS part of the River Tolka 
Detailed hydrogeological mvestIgatlOns have taken place, which Include 6 ground water 
mOnItoring boreholes and a flow recordmg deVice to measure discharge to the Tolka Rover 
from the southern dlschargc The lImestone bedrock IS conSidered to be locally Important 
karst aqUifer by secondary fissure permeability There are no recorded karst landforms Wlthm 
Skm of the site The limestone bedrock IS conSidered to have relatively hIgh permeability, 
With low storage Discharge from the northern quarry has reduced m volume from an average 
of2,600mld (2009) to a wmter flow of 1,470mld (Feb 2010) The average ground water flow 
for 2010 IS estimated to be 750mmlday The central quarry no longer mtercepts ground water 
and all rainfall Infiltrates to ground Direct ramfall to the south quarry excavatIOn and 
mtercepted groundwater mflow IS directed to the central sump and from here It IS pumped to 
settlement lagoons for treatment Discharge from the south quarry IS estimated to range from 
a sununer average of c 2000mld to a Winter average of c 3500mld Of thiS volume an annual 
average of c 1000mld IS mtercepted groundwater The seasonal fluctuatIOn m the water table 
at the site ranges about I Smto Sm A groundwater cone of depreSSIOn surrounds thc site, 
which IS deeper surroundmg the South and North quarnes Groundwater flows m the region 
Will have a generally southern direction Drawdown from the South and North quarries 
extcnds for I Ikm at drawdown of c 2m Water supply m the region IS mamly from mains 
supply A well survey has mdentIfied three local groundwater supplIes, mcludmg the supply 
Huntstown power statIOn 

Impact on quantIty of groundwater levels 
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During the development of the site there IS a nsk of reduction In groundwater quantity and 
levels outside the quarry VOId Over the 35 year development It IS proposed to deepen the 
quarry floors towards theIr mrunmum extents The most significant deepemng Will be In the 
South quarry to -65mOD The range In natural topography IS between c 70-95m OD The 
lowest extraction floor currently IS c 27mOD In the southern quarry A cone of drawdown has 
developed that extends below the Huntstown Power statIOn and Its ground water supply The 
drawdown area IS to extend from I lkm to 2km Thcre IS a low risk of groundwater levels 
being further lowered outside of the quarry VOId The potential for Increased Impact on 
ground water levels IS considered to be low as the magnitude of the Impact IS considered to 
be mIld and the probabilIty of occurrence IS medIUm to low There are no Increases In the 
extent of the quarry areas as part of thiS applIcation therefore the potential Impact on the 
groundwater IS considered to be low as the magmtude of the Impact IS considered to be mIld 
and the probabilIty of occurrence IS medium to low There are no groundwater dependent 
deSignated ecological receptors nearby Therefore the potential Impact on groundwater 
quantity IS considered to be near zero as the magmtude of the Impact IS considered to be 
neglIgible and so too IS the probablhty of occurrence 

Impact on quality of groundwater levels 
The continued removal of the protective layer of unsaturated soIl and subSOil overlYing the 
bedrock Increases the vulnerability of groundwater The potential pollutants are spillage of 
fuels and lubricants, suspended spills entering the groundwater during extractIOn The 
potential for spillages IS mcdlum, With a moderate Impact, without mitigatIOn the overall risk 
IS medIUm There IS a low risk of suspended solIds as they need a velOCity greater than that 
usually achievable for mobIlisatIOn and transport 

Potentzallmpacts on surface water 
The potential Impacts on the surface water are medIUm such as petroleum products, alkalIs, 
eutrophlcants and ammOnia based reagents The rmtIgatlOn measures currently m place are m 
hne With the best practice/possible mitigation measures, outlIned In Section 3 4 of the 
DoEHLG (2004) QuarrIes and AnCillary ActlVltIes GUidelInes for Plannmg AuthOrities and 
lIcence reqUirements The followmg management measures are Included 
Surface water channels are constructed to collect surface water runoff, these are cleaned out 
regularly, fine sediment IS removed and buned on site 
Fuel IS stored In a deSignated bunded area 
All chemical are to be stored on spill pallets 
Speed lImit enforced to reduce potential collISIOns 
Plant regularly mamtamed and Inspected daIly for leaks 
RefuellIng only to happen on surfaces areas 
Mamtenance of plant and machinery to take place Within maintenance sheds or off site 
SpIll kits made available on Site, 
Diverting all surface run off collected In sumps via settlement ponds/Interceptor tanks pnor to 
discharge 
Settlement ponds that treat the discharge from areas WI and W2 have been deSigned to settle 
suspended sohds to acceptable levels 
Areas of the quarry floor and ponds top proVide for the short term and temporary attenuation 
for water to be discharged from quarry VOids 
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If quarry operations are demonstrated to have an adverse Impact on thIrd partIes water 
supply, the operator WIll undertake appropnate remedIal measures to restore/replace the water 
supply at theIr own expense 
Duc to the proXImIty of DublIn AIrport the DAA do not WIsh the quarrIes to be filled WIth 
water as It would attract a large number of bIrds On gOIng surface and groundwater 
mOnItorIng IS proposed 

CIIIIlIlte Chapter 7: 

Ireland's clImate has a tYPIcal mantlme clImate 

Wind The maIn WInd dIrection IS from the south-westerly area, WIth an annual IncIdence of 
49% from WInds between 200-2S0degres The lowest frequency IS for winds blowmg from 
the northeast whIch occur 12% of the time The annual average WInd speed IS IOknots 
(5 Imls) 

Rainfall RaInfall normally comes from AtlantIC frontal systems whIch travel northeast The 
average monthly rates are 466-77 Imm for north DublIn The annual raInfall rate between 
1990-20 lOIs 623 9-1095 4mm at DublIn AIrport station The mean raInfall for the year at the 
sIte IS c 732 I mm 

General Weather There IS a hIgher than natIOnal average of snow or sleet In the area In 
companson to thunder, fog, haIl of snow lYIng 

Impacts The development IS not of a scale to have an Impact on the local or regional clImatIC 
condItIOns The effects of clImatIC condItions on the development (dust depOSItIon, surface 
water) are dIscussed In the relevant chapters In the EIS 

Air Oualitv Chapter B: 

Dust In the aIr IS a natural occurrence Man made dust occurs from road users, aggregate and 
mIneral extractIOn as well as IndustrIal activIty The GUIdelIne for PlannIng Authontles 
produced by the DoEHLG stares that "reSldeniv lzvlng In proximity to quarries can 
potentwlly be affected by dust up to 0 5km from the source, although continual or sever 
concerns spout dust are moM lzkely to be experzenced within about 100m of the dust source " 
The nearest sensItIve locatIOns are reSIdences located Immediately to the west along the 
Klishane Road and to the east of the sIte along the R135 Regional Road A dust depoSItion 
momtorIng programme has been establIshed on SIte, a total of 5 no locatIOns were chosen, 
two of which (that have contwnInated dust) are proposed to be relocated to the sIte boundary 
to be more representative of the levels at the penphery of the sIte The dust mOnItonng levels 
(excludIng the contwnInated swnples) are WithIn the dust threshold hmlts recommended In 
the DoEHLG GUIdelInes The quarries beIng excavated are worked on a bench system, the 
levels are stepped up to ISm In eIght by means of In-SitU blastIng The material IS then moved 
to the central processIng area for crushIng and screenIng or In case of the south quarry thiS IS 
carned out by mobIle plant on the quarry floor All overburden has been strIpped and was 
utilIsed In the eXisting screemng berms The emISSion of fugItive dust from minerai workIngs 
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IS very dependent on weather conditions The direct Impacts are considered to be non
cumulative and are largely confined to the quarry area The predicted Impact from depOSited 
dust at reSidential receptors IS considered to be neghglble 

MlilgallOn meayurey 
A mobile crushing plant IS located Within the south quarry, mlmmlslng Internal haulage 
requirements ThiS IS fitted With dust suppression systems 
The quarry faces act as screening barriers 
Plant and machinery are regularly maintained 
Dust suppressIOn (water bower) IS used on the Internal haul road surfaces 
EXisting site boundaries, hedgerows and berms Will be retained 
Stockpiled products Will be sprayed In dry weather 
Overburden storage areas and landscaped screerung berms Will be constructed With relatively 
low slope angles I 15 to reduce the turbulence along theu surface 
Internal haul road Will be maintained 
Vehicle speeds Will be controlled 
Internal entrance and all access are paved and speeds are malntamed 

Noise & Vibration Chapter 9: 

A nOise survey was carned out and Vibration levels were momtored on the site The results of 
thc nOisc levels shows the development comphes (allOWing for external nOise and air traffic) 
With conditIOn no 9 of F03A11430 The nOise levels are consistent With day time nOise levels 
which would be expected around suburban parts of the GDA sand close to major road 
networks Ground Vibrations and au pressure are momtored for each blast and currently 
blasting occurs at 3 locatIOns and happens one to three times per month The duration of a 
blast m terms of nOise IS of short duratIOn, Similar to a clap of thunder A review of the blast 
momtonng indicates comphance With the DoEHLG gUldehnes and comphance With 
condition 9 ofF03A11430 

MlllgallOn NOIse 
The predicted cumulative nOise levels ansmg from the quarrymg operations are conSiderably 
lower than the background nOise levels ansmg from traffic on external road network The 
follOWing mitigatIOn measures are recommended 
ProVISion of landscaped screerung berms and preservation of eXisting hedgerows and 
vegetation 
Regular mamtenance of all plant and haulage vehicles All plant and equipment conforms 
With nOise emissions hmIts set out m Statutory Instrument No 320 
Stnppmg of to pSOlII overburden matenals only takes place durmg quarry operating hours 
Internal haul roads have a low a gradient as pOSSible to reduce engmelbrake nOise from 
HGV's 
Use of mobile processmg plant enables the processmg activIties to be carned out on t1Je 
quarry floor 
Enclosmg plant and machmery where possible 

MlllgallOn VlbrallOn 
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The mitigation measure conforms With best practice InltlgatlOn measures set out m Section 
32 ofthc DoEHLG GUidehnes 
Blastmg IS carncd out between 09 00-18 00 Monday-Fn With the exception of emergencies or 
health and safety reasons 
Inhabited dwelhngs located Wlthm SOOm of a blast Will be given advance notice when 
blastmg operations are due to take place 
Blasting operations are carned out by a certified shotfirer 
The optimum blast ratio Will be mamtamed and the maximum mstantaneous charge Will be 
optimised 
The groundborne Vibration levels from blastmg Will not exceed a peak particle velOCity of 
12mm/sec measured at the nearest mhablted dwelhng 
The eXlstmg nOise mOnltonng programme Will contmue The blast results Will continue to the 
submitted to Fmgal County Councd for review and for their records 

Landscape & Visual Chapter 10: 

The site IS located Wlthm the Landscape Character Type of Low Lymg Agnculture Character 
Type wlthm the 2011-2017 Development Plan. ThiS character type IS categonsed as havmg a 
modest value and low senSItivity Mature hedgerows mark almost all the site boundary as 
well as some of the boundanes wlthm the quarry complex Dense screen planting blocks and 
screemng bcrms block views mto the site There are a total of 9 no view pomts surroundmg 
the site, of which 3 are of a medium sensitivity and 6 no are of a low sensItivity All but one 
of the vlewpomts wdl expenence no magnitude of change, as none of the proposed extractIOn 
works Will be VISible from any locatIOn outSide the development site V lewpomt F Will 
expenence a neghglble magnitude of change durmg the extraction phase, however berm 
construction and screen plantmg along the part of the western boundary, VISible m thl,S View, 
Will be camed out Of the mne vlCwpomts there Will be no slgmficant Impact at the extraction 
phase or restoration phase 

MitigatIOn measures I 

The mitigation measures to be Implemented durmg the extraction stage mclude additional 
screemng berms and screen plantmg along parts of the western site boundary and the 
protection of any eXlstmg vegetatIOn, outside the proposed quarry footprmts 
Infilhng of the quarry VOids to prevIOus ground levels With mert matenal This Will aVOid the 
creatIOn of a large water body which would have a negative effect on the nearby airport 
Restomtlon of the infilled quarry VOids to be benefiCial agncultural after use 
Plantmg of hedges made up of native speCies, to re-create the hedgerow pattern as It was 
present m this area pnor to any quarrymg activity 
The vast maJonty of the proposed extraction Will take place Wlthm the eXlstmg footpnnts of 
the north, central, western and south quarry The Impact on the landscape Will be mmor 
None of the extmctlOn works Will be VISible from any locatIOn outSide the development site 
Only the construction of a screemng berm and plantmg works along parts of the western 
boundary Will be temporardy VISible from a small number of vlewpomts These works Will 
ensure that all extractIOn works Will be permanently screened from pubhc areas and the 
additional plantmg Will have a posItive effect on views from adJOImng roads 
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Cultural Heritage Chapter 11: 

The proposed extraction areas cover 55 9 hectares The hlstoncal and archaeological 
background has been assessed The prehlstonc penod, the early medieval penod, the 
medieval penod and the post medieval penod were assessed The remnants of these penods 
have been mdlcated The archaeological hentage of the area was assessed by cartographic 
sources, place name eVidence, aenal photography and preVIous excavation reports Protected 
structure No 663 IS located wlthm the site area, thiS IS K!lshane Church (m rums) and 
Holywell off North Road Recordcd monument (RMP OUOI4-012) IS also present With the 
follOWing descnptlOn, eccleSiastical remams, church possible, graveyard, holy well The 
Church does not eXist and the area has been extracted to geological levels The well Will not 
be Impacted by the current proposal, there are no protected structures Wlthm 300m of any of 
the areas proposed for continued extraction 
There are 8 other structures Wltlnn the study area at a distance greater than 400m from the 
areas proposed for contmued extraction Identified as protected structures Wlthm the Fmgal 
Development Plan 2011-2017 
No 681 Castle "Site of' Archaeological site (RMP DUO 14-027), there are no remains of the 
site VISible at ground level 
No 622 enclosure off North Road, Earthwork (RMP OUOI4-015), there are no remains of 
the site VISible at ground level 
No 662 K.!lshane Moat, possible Motte site (RMP OUOI4-013) 
No 682 Rmgfort, Cappagh Road (RMP OUI4-029) 
No 621 enclosure RI22 earthwork (RMP OUl4-017) 
No 320 Bunal earthworks (RMP OUI4-015) 
No 619 Rmgfort Site Newtown, earthwork (RMP OUI4-007) There are no remains of this 
site VISIble at ground level 
No 620 Rmgfort possible Site, Newtown, Earthwork (RMP OUI4-00602) There are no 
remams of thiS site VISIble at ground level 
None of these structures/monuments are located closer than 400m to the area proposed for 
contmued extraction and none Will be directly or mdlfectly affected by the proposed 
quarrymg There are no structures hsted m the National Inventory of Architectural Hentage 
situated m the study area or vlclmty when thiS record was checked m June 201 I 

MlllgallOn 
Due to the posslblhty of the SurviVal of sub-surface archaeological depOSits or finds m the 
unstnpped areas of the central and west quarries It IS recommended that topsOil strlppmg of 
the remammg un-stripped areas wlthm the apphcatlon areas be archaeologlcally momtored 

Matel'lal Assets Chapterl2: 

Roads Traffic to and from the site typically travel along the North Road the RI35 Traffic 
commg from the city centre or the M50 turns onto the N2 Dual Carriageway and then turns 
west off a dedicated shp road ton to the North Road Traffic travellmg south from Ashbourne 
eXists the N2 Dual Carriageway and contmues south along the North Road, through Kiishane 
Cross roads the nght turn J unction With the access road mto the complex The access road IS 
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approximately 7 3m WIde The western entrance from Kiishane Road IS 6m WIde, the gated 
entrance I~ 8m wide and IS set back from the road by 10m MItigatIOn measures 
Where not m place warnmg notices, speed restnctlOn SignS and construction traffic 
slgnpostmg WIll be erected 
All necessary health and Safety precautions WIll be Implemented when plant and maciunery 
are operatmg m the VICInity of overhead power lmes 

Metro West The proposed route runs south of the Roadstone landholdmg The continued 
operation of the quarry Will not have any Impact on the construction or operation of Metro 
West The proposed route IS located 350m at its closest pomt to the south-eastern comer of 
the site 

Ut!lltle~ A combmed cycle Gas turbme power plant operated by Vmdlan, Immediately east 
sand north of the applicatIOn site This power plant shares the access route The combmed 
output of the plant IS 747MW which provide up to 20% of the total daIly electnclty fed mto 
the national transmission gnd system A gas pipe lme servmg the power plant, which 
traverses the route of the Kiishane Road to the west of the applicatIOn site A gas pipeline 
crosscs the site m a west-east direction running along the paved central access road and 
around the block yard north of the central quarry There IS a fixed line and broadband 
telecommUnicatIOns on site IOKv, 22Kv 38Kv and IIOKv power lmes traverse the site All 
of these run to the adjOining ESB 220K v substation located Immediately north west of the 
M50/N2 Motorway Interchange A potable water supply IS provided to the eXlstmg Site 
office, canteen and constructIOn matenals productIOn facilities via a local authonty water 
mam Sewage IS treated sat an eXlstmg effiuent treatment plant located m the centre of the 
quarry complex 

Dublm AIrport The aJrport IS located c 2 5km to the west of the end of runway 1 0/28 
Ground water Out of the three bedrock formations exposed at the quarry two are considered 
to be locally Important aqUifers (Waulsortlan and Malahlde (Boston HIll) FormatIOns) 
Mitigation measures 
The restoratIOn plan wIll mfill the worked out areas to the ongmal ground level and remstate 
the hedgerows 
These Will be carned out m tandem, these works have already commenced m the north quarry 
reducmg the areas for any potential standmg water 
Any quarry VOids Will contmue to be pmnped top prevent the formation of large areas of 
standmg water 

Hou~mg Most of the housmg m there area has been established for several years (>5) No 
lands wlthm the site are zoned RS, under the 2011-2017 Development plan The nearest large 
scale settlements to the Site IS a Fmglas c 2 5km to the southeast and Blanchardstown 4km to 
the west 

Trame & TransportatIon Chapter 13: 

A report from the TransportatIOn engmeers states the follOWIng regardmg proposed 
development and thiS chapter of the EIS 
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"Acce.s.\ " 
The flte has two accelsel - one on the North Road and one on Kilshane Road The access on 
the North Road was granted permiSSIOn under F06A1016.J and waf designed and built to a 
high ftandard The acce.H on the Kllshane Road has vlSlbillly partly limlled due to 
overgrowing hedgerowl Kilshane Road IS substandard In terms of hOrizontal alignment and 
crosS-lectlOn 

Traffic Impact ASlessment 
A Trajfic and TramportatlOn Assellmentls Induded In Chapter 13 of the EIS 
Thele Ole two malor assumptIOns IlndeliYlng the Traffic Impact Assessment (J1A) FIrst, the 
quarry will operate at 1 mIllIOn tonnes per year 1t appearl that thIs IS an average 
produG/lOn, whereal TlAs normally Ule worll case scenarIOs Second, the average payload 
of a HGV Il 20 tonnes Again, this IS a normal average, but given that the development Il 

currently In use and hal loading mformatlOn, It would be beller to use a h,storically 
measured average payload 

The tliP allractlOn/generatlOn caiGulatlOn IS partly unclear and leeml to be unnecellarlly 
artificIal The mu"e data for Table 136 Il not specIfied Also, the calwia//Onfor wncre/e 
loadf In not clearly explained 1t appears that each load has a volume of approximately 6 9 
m3 1tll not clear what the average payload If In terml of weIght The HGV trip forewlil In 
Table 13 7 are based on the wlculatlOn m Table 136, the LGV tllP forecasts are calculated 
uSing the proportIOn of LGV to HGV from Table 134 Thll seems to be unnecessarily 
artificlQl Table 13 5 showl hmOl IC traffic /lOlYS for four years and the applicant should 
have u.led thIs data to caiGulate the annual trip allraG/IONIgeneratlOn rates for the allumed 
level oj produG/lOn It appears that thIs would have given a lIgnificantly hIgher number of 
HGVs The analYlll In the T1A concludes that the development would have no llgnificant 
traffic Impact due to the Imall low Increase In traffic volume and the fpare capacity on the 
exlltlng road network. elpeG/ally llnCe the opemng of the N2/M2 

There Il a pOint whIch was not given cOnllderatlOn m the TIA The Tyrellllown to 
Cherryhound Link (the N2-N3 Link) If currently under constructIOn and IS expected to open 
later thll year After It opens, traffiG from thiS development Il more likely to use the North 
Road access and lelf likely to Ule the Kllshane Road entrance Also, the volume ofthlOugh 
traffic on Kllshane Road II likely to reduce radically ThiS Will benefit the development, by 
Improvmg the road network In the area and, In parllcular, by Improving aCGell from the 
development to the N3 (via the North Road entrance and the N2-N3 link) 

1n COncll/!lOn, the TJA hay an unulual methodology which probably under eWmate.1 the trip 
allractlOnl and generatlOm 

Road Pavement Damage 
Damage to road pavements IS non-linearly related to average axle loads, Ie HGVl caUle 
dlfp,opOltlOnately more damage to the road pavement The Council normally applief a 
Ipeclal wntributlOn under SectIOn 48(2)(c) on permllSlonl for quarry and land fill 
developments to wver the coli of ad dlllOna I maintenance resultlngjrom heavy vehicle loadf 
Al thlf IS an eXlstmg faG/lity, the applicant has informatIOn regardmg the axle loads of 
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vehIcles accessmg the sUe Thll mfolmatlon may be useful m determmmg the level of any 
.Ipeclal conlrlbutlOn 

Opening Hours 
The TlOmporta/lon Planmng Sec/lon nOI mally leeks to spread peak traffic loadmg~ on the 
road network. thereby reducmg peak flows and congeltlOn Extendmg opemng hours would 
help to achIeve thlr However. m thIs case. due to the avadablilty of rpare capacuy on the 
neal by major roadl. the benefitl of extended openmg hours would be margmal 

Internal Lavout and Car Parking 
The mternal road layout and cal parkmg seem to be haphazard In partIcular. one element 
of the development Il open to members of the public. who would be len aware of the rafety 
reqUIrement I when bemg m proxImIty to large plant and machmery .. 
There are a number of outstanding Issues which needs to be addressed by way If additIOnal 
informatIOn 

Assessment 
Having VISited the subject site, assessed thc EIS, thc drawings and particulars submitted and 
haVing regard to thc Development Plan pohcles I am of the opinIOn that the main Issues to be 
assessed are as follows 

Prmclple 
The pnnclple of a continuation of the eXiting quarrying activities on site IS conSidered to be 
dcceptablc haVing rcgard to the planmng history on site and the RU zomng objective 
associated WIthin thc four quarry areas 

Removal of phasmg 
The proposal to remove phasing from the developmcnt IS conSidered to reasonable, given the 
nature of the faclhty and the market to which IS supphes A level of flexlblhty WIthin the 
dcvelopment IS conSidered to bc appropnate 

ExtractIOn Depthr 
North Quarry 
All overburden has been stnpped, the arca to thc southeast will be cxtracted down to the 
cXlstlng quarry floor of c 39mQD The southern half of thiS quarry Will be lowered a further 
c 21mQD The current permitted depth IS c 29mQD The proposed area of extractIOn IS 4 2 
hectares to a proposed depth of c 23m QD 

West Quarry 
All overburden and topSOIl has been stnpped, only one investigative blast has occurred Thc 
current permitted depth of extractIOn IS c 29mQD The proposed area of extraction IS c 10 3 
hectares to a proposed depth of 25mQD 

Central Quarry 
It has bcen extracted to varying depths, the lowest quarry floor In thiS area IS c 5SmQD 
further extractIOn can be camed out to the east, south and wcst The current permlttcd depth 
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IS c 44m 00 The proposed area of extraction IS 16 4 hectares to a proposed depth of 
c 18mOO 

Southern Ouarry 
ExtractIOn has taken place over the last ten years The lowest quarry floor IS c 38mOO The 
current permitted depth IS c 8m 00 No further latcral expansion IS proposed It IS proposed 
to square off the northwest area ThiS Will result In the removal of the remaining old setthng 
ponds to allow extraction of the reserves beneath The proposed area of extraction IS c 25 
hectares to a proposed depth of c -65mOO 

It IS anticipated that 35 mllhon tonncs wIll be extracted over the penod of the proposed 35 
years hfetlme of this perrrusslOn 

NO/~e 

A numbcr of Issues With regard to the NOise chapter In the EIS submitted need further 
consideratIOn Thc particular Issues relatc to thc locatIOn and number of nOise mOnitoring 
pOints Given that no phasing Will be In place for the four quarries, a detaIled examinatIOn of 
nOise IS reqUired 
Scctlon 9 42 of the EIS It states that "(or the purpo~e~ o( the asvenment. a reductIOn o( -
20dB(A) (or full nOIse screemng has been adopted (to take a,count of the hIgh topographIcal 
feature~ prevent between the actIVIty on the sIte and the receptors) " 
ThiS level of reductIOn has not be Justified or measured ThiS needs to be clarified 
It IS conSidered that further nOise modehng should be requested In order to prOVide a more 
detaIled analYSIS of the proposed nOise levels created by the proposed extraction 

Dust 
There IS a concern regarding the number and the locatIOn of the dust mOnltonng Sites, given 
again that no phasing Will be In place on site Currently there are 5 no dust momtorIng 
locatIOns on Site It IS indicated that two are to be relocated to the sltc boundary However, It 
IS consldcred additIOnal numbers are rcquIred at a number of different locatIOns 

Sur(ace Water and Gloundwater 
There are a number of Issues regarding surface water and ground water 
It IS stated Within the Secllon 6 116 of the EIS that the 2m drawdown cone of the southcrn 
quarry Will extend outwards from I 1 km to approximately 2km There wIll be a shght 
extensIOn In drawdown cone of depreSSion westwards as the West Quarry deepens It IS stated 
that ground watcr levels are dcpressed In the area due to ongoing dewaterIng from the South 
Quarry and North Quarry," the quantltlel o(water to be abwactedJrom the Welt quarry WIll 
lemam low unal vuch a time that It deepens below the level o(the North quarry" 
There IS no analYSIS oftablc 6-7, water quahty of northern and central quarry sumps 
Section 6 41 & 6 48 of the EIS outhnes the on average discharge quahty 
A report from Water Services has becn received which has requested further information 
relating to foul sewcr, surface water, ground watcr and water supply 
A report has been received from the EnVironmental Engineer which states the follOWing 
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"II II note clear If replacement lagoons would be comtructed at another locallon from the 
appl"atlOn and how thIS decommISsIoning WIll be achIeved and any waste created IS 
managed" Clanficatlon of these works IS required 

App'op' late A~sessment 
No ~creenlng for an appropnate assessment has been submitted as part of this apphcatlon 
The follOWing has been stated In the Hentage Officers report In relation to appropnate 
assessment, "I am concerned that no conI/deratIOn ofpotentlOllmpacts to Natura 2000 slles 
IV add,elsed In the EIS I recommend that the apphcant~ are requevted to provIde ~ufficlent 
informatIOn to the planmng authOrity to enable It to screen the apphwtlOn for approprlOte 
asseVlment In parllcular the potentlOl for the ploposed development to Impact Natura 2000 
.lltev vIa Impact~ to the Ward R,vel and the R,ver Tolka needs to be fully addressed The 
informatIOn provIded by the apphcant5 must be enable the planning authOrity to conclude 
wllh certainty that the proposed development indIVIdually 01 In combinatIon WIth other plam 
and proJects WIll not have a SIgnificant effect on a Natura 2000 ~Ite or sIte I OtherWIse afull 
app,oprlOte a~lessment WIll be reqUIred In thl~ w.le " ThiS IS noted and It IS consIdered that 
screemng for an appropnate dssessment IS required It IS consIdered that further details arc 
reqUIred outhnlng any potentIal indirect or dIrect Impact to any Natura 2000 sIte WIthin a 
15km radIUs of the subject SIte, WIth partIcular attention to the Ward and Tolka nvers 

Wheel wash 
There IS no whec1wash In place on the sIte A spnnkler system IS stated to be In operatIon on 
the site HaVing regard to the SIze and scale of the sIte and the level of vehicular movements 
on and off SIte, It IS consIdered reasonable to have a wheel wash In place 

Geology 
The contact between the Waulsortlan hmestones and the Tober Colleen Formatlon, exposed 
In the roadway In to the Central quarry has been hsted as part of lnsh GeologIcal I-Ientage 
Programme 8 ThIS has been noted and a condl\1on Will be Imposed In relatIon to retaining 
same 

LifetIme ofpermlyslon 
The apphcants have apphed for 35 years for the extractIon and a further 5 years to carry out 
the restoration of the quarry aftcr the cessation of extractIOn 

Section 4.9 of the Quarries and Ancillary ActiVIties GUIdelines for Plannmg Authorities 
deals with the life of plannmg permissions: 
"Where the expected life of the propoved quarty exceeds 5 years It WIll normally be 
app,opl/ate to grant pel mISSIOn for a longel perIOd (su,h as 10 - 20 yean), parllcularly 
where major capItal Investment I~ requIred at the out.let In deCIding the length of the 
planning permISSIOn, planning author1l1e~ ~hould have regard to the expected hfo of the 
re~erves wllhln the slIe The purpose of setting a fimte perIOd IS not to antIcIpate that 
extracllon should not continue after the expIry of that period, but rather to enable the 
planning authOrity, In conJuncllon wllh the developer and enVIronmental authol/tles, to 
,eVlell' change~ In enVIronmental vtandards and technology over a decade or mOle ~lnce the 
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orIginal permIssIOn war granted In consIdering whether a further permISSIOn should be 
granted. the planning authorlly should have regard (Inter alia) to the {ollowlng (actors 
(a) The extent of the remalnmg minerai resources and 
(b) The extent of eXl!.tlng capItal InveMment In Infrastructure. eqUIpment. etc .. 

HaVing regard to the eXIsting facIlItIes and Infrastructure on the subject sIte, It IS conSIdered 
sIgnIficant capItal Investment has been taken place on the sIte, therefore a 35 year permIssIon 
IS not conSIdered appropnate It IS conSIdered reasonable that a period of 15 years In thIS 
Instance IS acceptable, as It would allow the Planning AuthOrIty and EnVIronmental 
AuthOrItIes to revIew changes In standards and legIslatIOn 
The applIcants have stated that all anCIllary facIlItIes are to be retained indefinItely for the 
duratIon of extractIon operatIons on SIte, however It IS conSIdered more approprIate that all 
ancIllary faCIlItIes WIll be tIed Into the lIfe of extractIon 

Opening hourr 
The applIcants have proposed to change the openIng hours from 7am to 6am 
SectIon 4 7 (b) of the QuarrIes and Ancillary ActIVItIes GUldclInes for PlannIng AuthOrItIes 
outlInes condItIOns relating to operatIon tImes 
(b) TImer of operatIOn The durallon of qUQ/ rylng operatIOn!, (other than blasting. whIch 
need.! separate controls - see (d) below may requIre to be controlled In order to protect the 
amenllles o{ resldentlOl propellles In the area It IS recommended that normal operatlOnl 
should be confined to the hours between 0700 and 1800, Monday to Friday inclUSIve 
(excluding Bank HolldaYl)' or as may be agreed with the planning authOrity, and between 
0700 and J.I 00 on Saturdayr, with no qual/ylng, p,ocesslng or aSSOCIated actIVItIes being 
permllted on Sunday.! or public holidays Where market wndlllOns or the nature o{ partIcular 
anCIllary pro,elses (.ruch al concrete batch manufacture) would reqUIre greater fleXIbIlity o{ 
\l'O/klng hOUlS, It Il Imperallve that luchflexlblilty be d,sculled wllh the planning authOrity 
at the pre-applicatIOn ltage. and addrelsed In the planning applicatIOn 
HaVing regard to the number of adjOInIng reSIdentIal propertIes and nearby bUSiness parks, It 
IS conSIdered reasonable to maintain the eXIsting openIng hours 

TrafficiFranlpartatlOn 
HaVing regard to the detaIls submItted as part of the Chapter 13 of EIS and the report 
receIved from the transportatIon englnecrs, addItIonal informatIon IS requested 

ArchaeologIcal mOnitoring 
ArchaeologIcal mOnItoring has been recommended In the central and west quarrIes dUrIng the 
topSOIl strIpping of the remaInIng un-strIpped areas. whIch IS conSIdered to be approprIate 

Block Tower 
There IS an eXIsting block tower located WIthin the central compound area, thIS IS current not 
In use and does not appear to have been In use for number of years The bUIlding IS derelIct 
and In poor condItIons The intentIons for thIS bUilding should be clarIfied 

Adequacy of EIS 
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The mfonnatlOn to be con tamed m an EIS IS set out m Schedule 6 of the Planmng and 
Development Regulations 2001 The Impact of the proposed developmcnt was assessed under 
all the relevant headmgs With respect to human bcmgs, flora and fauna, landscape and 
VISlblhty, cultural hentage, sOlis, water, transportatIOn, nOise, air quahty, matenal assets The 
content and scope of the EIS IS generally considered to be acceptable and m comphance With 
Plannmg Regulations However, m my oplmon further consideration of Issues m relation to 
nOIse, dust, screemng for appropnate assessment, the traffic Impact assessment and ground 
and surface water IS required 

Conclusion: 

There are a number of outstandmg Issues which need to be addressed by way of further 
mfonnauon 

Submissions/ObservatIOns: 

No additIOnal submissions were received m relation to the slgmficant further mfonnatlon 
recclved 

Reports: 

Water Services Report An updated report has been received With no objection subject to a 
numbcr of conditions 
TransportatIOn Report An updated report has becn received with no objection subject to a 
number of conditions 
EHO An updated report has been received With no objection subject to a number of 
conditions 
EnVironment An updated report has been received With no objection subject to a number of 
conditions 
Parks No report received to date 
Blo-Dlverslty Officer No report received to datc 
ConservaUon Officer No further comment 
Hentage Officer An updated report has been recclved with no objectIOn subject to d number 
of conditions 
An Talsce No report recelvcd to date 
Inland Flshenes Ireland An updated report IS received, which states thc followmg "ji.lherlev 
concerns Include the long term maintenance of flow In the BallYMrahan stream and Its 
contributIOn to the headwaters of the R,ver Ward In line wllh our obilgatlOnf under NatIOnal 
and European legIslatIOn In parlleular WFD II IS ImperatIve that all mea~ures should be 
taken to prevent furthel deterIOratIOn In the eXIsting status of waters and that degraded 
surface and ground water are rellored to good statu v We would urge the Local AuthorIty to 
con~lder including a condlllOn whIch reqUIre v that all watercoursel are relnMated to theIr 
p,e development (pre 1970) condlllon dU/ Ing Mte restoratIOn" 
HSA Slgmficant additional mfonnatlOn IS noted 
RPA No report received to date 
NRA No further comment 
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NT A No rcport recelvcd to date 
Department of Arts HerItage and Gaeltacht ArchaeologIcal mOnItorIng IS requested as a 
condItIOn 
DAA Report receIved WIth concerns regardIng bIrd hazard at the auport, It IS recommended 
that a sUItable condItIOns be attached An updated report has been submItted recommendIng 
suItable condItIOn regardIng restoratIon plan In order to mInImIze bIrd hazard 
HerItage CouncIl No report receIved to date 
IrIsh AVIatIon AuthorIty No further observatIons 

LMIYT 

Subsequent Report of the Planning Officer dated 6/0212013. 

AdditIOnal Infonnation received on 26/1112012 and was deemed to be Significant 
Additional Information. 

There were a number of outstandIng Issues whIch nccded to be addressed by way of further 
mfonnation, the follOWIng was sought and the response IS as follows 

1 It IS noted that SectIon 8 of the ElS dcals wIth AIr QualIty and Section 9 dcals WIth 
NOIseNlbratlOn HaVIng regard to the number of resIdentIal propertIes and commercIal 
propertIes In the close proxImIty to the quarry and the proposal to removal phasIng 
arrangements, the PlannIng AuthorIty consIders the numbcr and locatIOn of dust and nOIse 
mOnItorIng sItes crItical to the contInued protectIOn of amenIties throughout the lIfe of the 
quarry In thIs rcgard you are requcsted to reconsldcr the number and locatIon of dust and 
nOIse mOnItonng sItes 

ApplIcants response 

Dust 
It IS proposed to relocate mOnItonng locatIOn D3 from ItS cXlstIng posItIOn to the southwest 
sIte boundary adjacent to thc nearby reSIdences It IS proposed to relocate mOnItorIng 
locatIon D5 from ItS eXIstIng pOSItIon to the eastcrn sIte boundary Two ncw dust mOnItonng 
location arc also proposed, D6 on the southern sIte boundary between the nearby reSIdences 
and the operatIonal south quarry and D7, along the north-castern sIte boundary betwecn the 
adjacent rcsldences and the eXIstIng processIng area/north quarry 
NOIse 
It IS proposed to relocate mOnItorIng location N3 to the southwest sIte boundary adjacent to 
the nearby reSIdences An addItIOnal nOIse mOnItorIng locatIon IS proposed on the 
northeastern boundary between the adjacent resldenccs and the eXlstmg processIng area/north 
quarry 
Planners appraIsal An updated report has been receIved from the EnVIronmental Health 
officer whIch has no objectIon to the proposed development subject to a number of 
condItions 
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2 It IS noted In the methodology used for the nOIse predIctIOn assessment that a reductIon of 
-20dB(A) for full nOIse scrcenIng has been adopted The PlannIng AuthOrIty consIders that 
thc nOIse predIctIon assessment should provIde for a more detaIled analysIs of each quarry on 
sIte haVIng regard to nOIse sensItIve receptors 
ApplIcants rcsponse The prIncIple nOIse sources generated by quarryIng actIvItIes WIth 
rcspect to nearest reSIdences are machInery, the processIng plant, loadIng and transport of 
aggregate and drIllIng blast holes The stone extractIOn/processIng IS the nOISIest actIVIty 
The processIng plant sand machInes WIll be fully screened by a combInatIOn ofthc follOWIng, 
eXIstIng topography between the quarry and receptor, screCnIng berms and quarry faces 
When drIllIng takes place at thc upper levels as the quarry develops, these operatIons WIll be 
fully screened by the perImeter berm DetaIlcd nOIse calculatIOns are prOVIded The 
maxImum nOlsc readIng In thIS area was 82dB 
HIgh topographIcal fcatures such as quarry faces and screenIng berms proVIde SIgnIficant 
attenuatIon 
The predIcted cumulatIve nOIse levels arIsIng from quarrYIng/stone processIng/loadIng 
actlvltleslblast hole drIll rIg are WIthIn the daytIme nOIse emIssIon lImIt value of 55dB(A) at 
sensItIve locatIOns rccommended by DoEHLG GUldelIncs 
The predIcted cumulatIve nOIse levels arIsIng from quarryIng actIvItIes are conSIderably 
below the eXIstIng background nOIse levels arISIng from traffic on the external roads network 
The resultant nOIse levels IdentIfied area conSIdered to bc worst case scenarIO, as It assumes 
plant and machInery WIll be runnIng 100% of the tIme The average ambIent nOIse levels 
would be expected to be SIgnIficantly below predIcted 

Planners appraIsal 
officer whIch has 
condItIons 

An updated report has been receIved from the EnVIronmental Health 
no objectIon to the proposed development subject to a number of 

3 The PlannIng AuthOrIty notes that SectIon 4 of the ErS does not Include screenIng for an 
ApproprIate Assessment In accordance WIth the reqUIrements of ArtIcle 6 of the HabItats 
DIrectIve and the requIrements of the FIngal Development Plan 2011-2017 (Objcctlve 
BD13) You are requested to submIt proposals to address the above 
ApplIcants response A qualIfied ecologIst has carrIed out an approprIate assessment (AA) 
screenIng for the overall sIte FIngal County CouncIl herItage office was consulted durIng the 
preparatIon of thIS response The AA Stage 1 scrcenIng concludes 
Thll a\\e~~ment has conSIdered the potentlOl efTeus a~soclated wuh the contmuatlOn of the 
quarrymg ope/QtlOn~ and ancillary pro~essmg and manufaaurmg faclblles at Hun/\/own 
Quarry 
The aHef~ment has concluded that the contmuatlOn of quan ymg operatIOns IS not bkely to 
have an adver~e effect on the mtegrlty of any Natura 200 Mte, or on any of the qualifymg 
feature~ for whIch these fltes have been c1a\slfied/de~lgnated, euhel as a stand-alone 
development or m-combmatlOn wuh other plam or prOJects wUhm ItS zone ofmfluence 

Planners appraIsal An updated report has been receIved from the HerItage officer whIch 
stated the follOWIng "In my preVIOUf report on thIS app[,catlOn I rQ/~ed the potentIal Impacts 
of the plopo~ed development to Natura 2000 sUes VIO Impacts to the Ward R,vel and the 
R,ver Tolka These wncerm have now been addressed m the dowment enlllied "Natura 
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref' FW 12A/0022 

Impact Statement, Stagel Screening Asrelrment ", Ref -I~a 02036 00189, dated November 
2012, prepared by Steve Judge, ecologIst 
I am In agreement wlIh the conclu~/Ons reached, bared on the current dlrcharge regImes to 
the Ballywanan Stream and the Flngla~ Sl1eam, that there wIll be no Mgnlficant adveHe 
Impacts to any Natura 2000 IUel al a re~ult oj the proposed development 

The I~sue of changes to dl~charge leglmes and the need to maintain flow rate~ In the long
term In both the Ballyrtrahan Stream and Flngla~ Stream also need to be addre.I,led ar part 
of the ongoing operatIOn of the quarrter at Huntstown and theIr eventual reMotatlOn when 
quarrying har cea.led I note the proposed condlllom put forward by RUa McGrath, Senior 
executIve &/entlst regarding the current pumping reglmer, any changes to ~uch pumping 
leglmes dWlng the Itfe of any planning permISSIOn. and the reqUIrement for a restoratIOn 
plan for HuntMown and I am In agreement wIth same I would alro note that any proposed 
change~ to dIscharge reglmer from HuntMown to the Ballystrahan Stream or the Flnglas 
St,eam wllltllgger a reqUIrement for further screenlngfol app,op"ate arsessment, ellher In 

the wnlext of future appltwtlOns for dIscharge I"ences or In the context of approval for any 
fl/tlll e I estoratlOn plan by the planning authortty " 

4 Havmg regard to the nature of the faclhty and the volume of vehicular movements to and 
from the site. It IS conSidered that a wheelwash should be proVided on site m order to reduce 
the level of dust on the adJommg roads Please submit the relevant details 
Apphcants response Details of the proposed wheel wash are proVided It IS to be Sited next to 
the Concrete Dispatch faclhty at the eXlstmg HOV Overhead Spray Bar locatIOn, conslstmg 
of a dnve through wheel bath With a closed water supply system 

Planners appraisal These details are noted and are conSidered to be acceptable In the event 
of a favourable deCISion a condltlons Will be attached that thiS faCility IS Implemented wlthm 
a suitable umeframe 

5 Please submit the followmg details 
I) An estimate of the maximum annual production and consequent traffic generatIOn 
n) A revised Traffic Impact Assessment based on a revised methodology for calculatmg tnp 
attractIOns/generations The revised methodology should conSider the maximum annual 
productIOn at the faclhty 
m) A JustificatIOn for retammg the access onto Kllshane Road subsequent to the opemng of 
the Tyrrelstown to Cherryhound Lmk 
IV) A profile of the axle loadmgs of the vehicles accessmg the site 
v) Proposals for the segregatIOn of pedestrians from plant and machmery 

Apphcants rcsponse 
I) 2 million tonnes per year IS the maximum annual productlon A table has been submitted 
outhnmg recent actiVIties, site operatIOn that occurred m the year 2008 m terms of exports 
and Imports generated the highest volumcs of matenals (c 195m tonnes) and therefore 
generated the most vehicular traffic 
n) A reVised traffic Impact assessment has been camed out and thiS conSiders the maximum 
annual productlon at the faCility A copy of thiS TIA has been submitted 
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref FWllA/0022 

111) Roadstone confinns that they propose to close the Kiishanc Road access The Kllshane 
Road entrance will therefore only be used by vehicles In the event of an emergency 
IV) The profile of the axle loadings of the vehicles accessing the site IS provided These 
figurcs constantly changmg, a sample for the penod July to September 2012 inclusive IS 
provided 
v) All VISitorS to the retaIl pavmg centre and the quarry site WIll be directed by slgnage to the 
vISitor car-park Signagc at the pavmg centre will direct all visitors to the site to chcck In at 
thc pavmg center reception A dcdlcated pedestnan pathway IS to be provided from the 
pavmg display area past the pavmg centre office and the ViSitor car park, across the mam 
central Sltc access road to the welghbndgc office/reception buIldmg The pathway IS to be 
demareated by solid wiute lines and standard pedestrian symbols Drawmgs are provided 
Planners appraisal 
A report from the transportatIon department has been received which states the followmg 
"5(1) Maximum Annual Production and Consequent Traffic Generallon 
This mailer hal been dealt with adequately The revived HGV /rip allractlon and generatIOn 
figures are based on the worM case scenario, which M approprwte 
5(1/) Reviled Traffic Impact AsveHment 
The reviled methodology for calculating /rip a/lractlonl and generatlOnI 1,1 acceptable The 
AdditIOnal informatIOn prOVides a dearer explanatIOn for the conclusIOn that the proposed 
developmentwollid have no slgmficanttran~portallon Impact 
5(1l/) Access to KI/~hane Road 
The Addilional information clarlfiel that the acceH will only be open for emergency 
MtuatlOnI, which Il the TtansportatlOn Planning Section 'v preferred option 
5(lv) Profile of Axle Loadings 
Based on the data supplied In AppendiX D, the average axle loading IS less than 5 tonnel 
There II no Indlcallon that average axle loadings would Increase 
5(v) Segregation ofPedestllansfrom Plant and Machinery 
The reViled/clarified proposals are acceptable .. 
It was noted that the conclusion of the report states that there IS no objection to the 
development 

6 a) Please clarify the amount of soIls In the eXlstmg bcnns which IS mtended to be used as 
backfill for the quarry 
b) Please outline how progressive restoratIon of thc site WIll bc achlcved and when thc 
productIon of a post quarry plan IS triggered 
c) Pledse confinn If replacement lagoons are to be constructed wlthm the southern quarry If 
lagoons are to be decommissioned please mclude details of the decommissIoning process and 
the management of the wastc created 
d) Please outline the management of the extractIve wastcs on site 
c) Please confinn the mtcnded storagc pen ods and locations of aggregate products produced 
on site 
f) Please detaIl the management of stockpiles In tenns of stability and run-ofT from storage 
areas used wlthm the Site 

Applicants response 
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COMHAIRLE CONT AE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref. FWI2A/0022 

a) The total volume of sOlI m the eXlstmg benns that IS avaIlable for use as backfill m the 
quames c I Imdhon cubIc metres (approx 2 2mdhon tonnes) 
b) The restored SIte wdl be returned to ItS ongmal ground level and WIll for thc most part 
mcrge back m to the surroundmg pastoral landscape RcstoratlOn works have commenced at 
the northern portIon of the exhausted North Quarry A current waste hcence apphcatlOn has 
been submItted to the EPA for an exhausted portIon of the north quarry, outsIde the proposed 
ultimate extractIOn footpnnt The western face of thc north quarry WIll bc retamed m part 
(abovc the 68mOD level) to faclhtate nestmg for the eXlstmg peregnnes flacons resIdent on 
the site Huntstown Quarry IS hsted on the OS[ databasc of geologIcal hentage sItes as a 
potential geologIcal NHA for the Tober Colleen FonnatlOn dITcctly overlymg WaulsortJan 
LImestone lbJs has only been reported elsewhere m a recorded borehole at Feltnm Quarry 
ThIS wIll be mcorporatcd mto the restoration plan On comp[etlOn, the final landfonn WIll be 
modIfied as necessary to ensurc the surface water run-off across the restored sIte IS dIrected 
toward the cXlstmg natural drainage network PrOVISIOn wIll be made for short tenn 
envIronmental morutorlng of aIT, surface water and groundwater A restoratIon or post quarry 
plan for Each quarry extractIOn area WIll be prepared and submItted to the planning Authonty 
for approval fivc years pnor to the extraction being ceased m that partIcular area 
c) No replacement lagoons are to be constructed WIthin the southern quarry The lagoons are 
decommIssIOned and are not In use As the quarry develops, the settlement lagoon matenals 
WIll bc re-used In the restoratIOn process 
d) There IS an eXIsting ExtractIve Management Plan In place for the SIte, thIS IS to ensure the 
Roadstone IS In comphance WIth the Waste Managemcnt Regulations 2009 by setting out 
measures, proccdures and gUIdance to prevent or reduce and adverse effects on the 
envITonment (water, aIr, sOlI, flora, faun and landscape) 
e) Storage stockpdes are dynamIC Aggregate predIcts may be stored on the sIte for up to 2 
years They wdl be stored on all quarry floor areas and In dedIcated storage areas adjacent to 
the anCIllary processmg area Thc eXIsting aggregate stockpdes are indIcated on thc draWIng 
submItted 
t) A copy of the Roadstone Wood Health and Safety rules for stockpl[es IS submitted Run-off 
from the stockpIles IS managed n the quarry water management system 
Planners appraIsal A rcport from the EnvITonment sectIOn has been recelvcd whIch states the 
follOWing 

With reference to the above apphcatlOn m respect of contmuance of eXlstmg actlvJtJcs the 
EnvITonment Department docs not have any objectIOns to the proposed developmcnts and the 
follOWing comments apply 

[t IS noted that the Intended quarry extraction areas cover - 559 hectares and c I mllhon 
tonnes WIll be extracted annually over the hfe of the development (35 years) subject to 
market condItIons whIch Imphes cxtractlOn capacIty of - 35 mdhon tonnes but thIS figure has 
not been quantified ExtractIOn IS planned at all four areas WIthin thc quarry (north, south, 
west and central) at the same time However, the extractIOn planned could potentIally Impact 
on the protectIOn of the ground water resource The apphcant IS requested to address thc 
Issue of completing restoratIOn works whIle protecting the ground water resource 
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COMHAIRLE CONT AE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref FWllA/OOll 

It IS noted that restoration works are proposed when all thc deposits are fully exhausted or 
cessation of extraction operations takes place based on economic reasons It IS further noted 
at a post quarrying / restoration plan for each quarry area Will be submitted to the Planning 
Department within 5 years pnor to the cessation of extraction of that area However, It IS not 
clear from the information provided when that IS expected and what restoration IS planned If 
extraction ceascs for economic reasons 

Excavated materials are proposed to be stored In stockpiles In the relevant aggregate product 
for a penod up to 2 years It IS noted that any unsalable product Will be reused In thc 
rcstoratlon of the quarry A Waste Management Document (EMS21) IS provided (November 
2010) which will be reviewed every 5 years The storage of such product on the floor of the 
quarry will need to be managed to cnable restoration of an exhausted quarry area 

These comments are noted 

7 Please submit the follOWing 
FOIiI Sewer 
I) Pleasc submit details of the eXisting drainage system including line of drainS, cover and 
Invert levels to Malin Datum, gradients, connections to OSWWTP, and capacity/loading (PE) 
calculations demonstrating that the system has the capacity to cater for the number of people 
on site 
II) To ensure the proteCtion of the groundwater, please submit full details of the ~ystem to 
Include, but not limited to the follOWing 
Site Specific long section through the proposed treatment system to Include floor level, 
eXisting ground levels and percolatIOn arca 
Details of the dlstnbutlon box, stilling chamber and or manifold for the polishing 
filter/percolation area 
Surja~1! W ute! 
Ill) Pleasc submit details of the surface water drainage system including line of drainS, 
channels and sumps Please note cover and Invert levels are to be of Malin Datum gradients 
Details to Include run off from buildlngs/sheds/officcs/facllities Soakways must comply With 
BRE Digest 365, the GDSDS, deSigned to accommodate a 30yr storm event, Include for 
climate change, use local rainfall data, and be at least 5m from any structure and 3m from any 
boundary 
IV) Please submit details of the measures Implemented to minimise stormwater runoff This 
should Include a storm water management system follOWing the pnnclples of Sustainable 
Urban Drainage and In compliance With the prinCiples outhned In the GDSDS (Greater 
Dublin Strategic Drainage Study) 
v) In order to protect. Improve and enhance the natural character of the watcrcourses Within 
the county and In ordcr to meet the objectIVes of the Water Framework Directive a green 
comdor must be maintained clther Side of all watercourses Plcase demonstrate that thiS 
green COrridor has been maintained, thus complYing With the prinCiples of Sustainable Urban 
Drainage and the GDSDS (Greater Dubhn Stratcglc Drainage Study) Falling to comply With 
these prinCiples may lead to deterioration In the water quahty of the watercourse 
VI) The stormwatcr management system should follow a treatment train approach and should 
compme of a series of features which complement each other In additIOn please submit a 
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COMHAIRLE CONT AE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref' FW12A10022 

Site Assessment report from the Insh SUDS website (InshSuds com) demonstrating the 
following 
InterceptIon Storage 
Treatment Storage 
AttenuatIon Storage 
Long-term storage 

GIll/md Water PollutIon Control 
vu) Please submit details of measures to adequately control run-ofT from spillages and from 
cleaning operatIons an Sing from the manufacture of aggregate-based constructIon products 
In thiS regard please demonstrate that 
All access ways, road ways and any area Intended to carry a vehicle are adcquately paved or 
sealed 
The access ways, road way and plant area are surrounded by kerbs or "speed bump" type 
lands and that all water run-off from those areas IS directed to an adequately sized 0\1 and Silt 
Interceptor 
vm) Please outline the Impact the proposed actlVltIes Will have on the quality of the discharge 
to the catchment areas of the Ward and Tolka Rivers 
IX) Further analYSIS of the 2km drawdown cone of the southern quarry and tables 6 6, 6-7 and 
6-10 of the EIS IS required 
x) Please demonstrate that flows In the Ballystrahan Stream are maintained at a sustainable 
lev~1 Into the future 

Water Supply 
XI) Please submit details of the connectIOn to the public water main These details should 
Include the water metering arrangements for the development 
Applicants response Details have been submitted to address the aforementIoned Issues 

Planners appraisal An updated report has been received from the Water services engineers 
who have no objection to the proposed development subject to a number of eondlhons 

8 It was noted on the site VISit that the eXisting round block tower IS not In use and does not 
appear to have been In use for a number of years You are reque~ted to outline your IntentIon~ 
for thiS bUilding over the life time of the quarry 
Applicants response It IS proposed to maintain the eXisting round block tower for the 
duration of the quarry operatIOns at the site for the Interrmttent and temporary storage of 
aggregates Upon cessatIon of the quarrying activates on site thiS tower Will be demolished In 
tandem With the adjacent crushing plant and other ancillary faCIlities on site 

Planners appraisal This IS noted and considered to be acceptable 

9 Pnor to the formal response to thiS further Infonnatlon request you are invited to liaise 
With the Planmng Authonty, please contact LOUise Murphy on 01 8905710 
Applicants response A consultatIon meeting was held on the 21106112, and further 
consultatIon were carried out with each department 

32 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 08-01-2014:23:31:17



COMHAIRLE CONTAE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref FWI2A/0012 

ConclusIOn: 

The proposed development IS considered to bc acceptable given lis planmng history and 
Rural '"RU" zomng The apphcants have adequately rcsponded to the Additional Information 
request Havmg regard to the scale, extent and nature of the development and ItS potenllal 
Impact upon adJolmng lands, It IS considered reasonable to restnct the 'hfespan" of the 
quarrymg and ancillary manufactunng and recychnglrecovery operallons to a penod of 
20years from the date of this deCISion 
Havmg regard to the dynrumc nature of the SltC, It IS considered reasonablc that the 
restoratIOn plans be submitted to the local authority wlthm 12 months from the final grant of 
planmng penmsslOn 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend that a deCISIOn to GRANT PERMISSION be made under the Planmng and 
Development Acts 2000-2010, subject to the followmg f)1) condlllOn(s) -

~)'i" 
Conditions and Reasons 

The development to be carned out 10 Its entirety 10 accordance with the plans, 
particulars, speclficallons, and mformatlon lodged with the apphcatlOn on the 09/03/12 
as amended by way of slgmficant additIOnal mformatlOn as received on 26/11112, save 
as may be reqUired by the other conditIOns attached hereto 

REASON To ensure that the development shall be 10 accordance with the permission 
and that effcctlve control be mamtamed 

2 This deCISion permits the developer/operator to contmue quarrymg/extractlOn and 
processmg operaUons on the site for a penod of twenty years from the date of thiS 
deCISIOn The cXlstmg bUlldmgs, hardstandmg areas and plant machmery shall be 
permitted for the 'hfespan' of quarrymg/extracllon opemtlOns After that lime, all 
quarrymglextractlOn works shall cease and all bUlldmgs, plant and machmery shall be 
removed from the site unless a further grant of planmng permission IS obtamed from 
the plannmg authority or from An Bord Pleanala on appeal 

REASON In the mtcrcst of proper plannmg and sustamable development of the area 

3 Dormg the operallonal phase of the quarry" the nOise level from wllhm the boundanes 
of the site measured at the nOise sensillve receptors m the vlcmlty, shall not exceed 
Dayllme 08 00-20 00 h LAeq (I h) = 55 dBA and Night-lime 2000-0800 h LAeq (I 
h) = 45 dBA (Note 95% of all nOise levels shall comply With the specified hmlt 
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg Ref FWI2A/0022 

value(~) No nOise level shall exceed the hmlt value by more than 2 dBA ) 
All sound measurement shall be carned out m accordance With ISO Recommendation 
R 1996 "'Assessment of NOise with respect ofCommumty Response" as amended by 
ISO Rccommendatlons R 1996 I, 2 or 3 " Descnptlon and Measurement of 
Environmental NOise" as apphcable 

REASON In order to protect the reSIdential amemtles of property m the vlclmty 

4 All amehoratlve proposals contamed wlthm the EIS and subsequent alterations by way 
of slgmficant additIOnal mformatlon ~hall be stnctly comphed With 

REASON In the mterests of the proper planmng and development of the area 

5 Durmg the operational phase of the quarry, the nOise level from wlthm the boundaries 
of the site measured at the nOise sensitive reeeptors m the vlclmty" shall not exceed 
Dayhme 08 00-20 00 h LAeq (I h) = 55 dBA and Nlght-hme 20 00-08 00 h LAeq (I 
h) = 45 dBA (Note 95% of all nOise levels shall comply With the speCified hmlt 
value(s) No nOise level shall exceed thc hmlt value by more than 2 dBA ) 
All sound measurement shall be carned out m accordance With ISO Recommendation 
R 1996 "Asscssment of NOise With respect ofCommumty Response"' as amended by 
ISO Recommendations R 1996 I, 2 or 3 ""Descnptlon and Measurement of 
EnVironmental NOise'" as apphcable 
REASON In order to protect the resldenhal amemtles of property m the vlclmty 

6 VibratIOn levels from blastmg shall not exceed a peak partIcle velOCity of 12 
mlihmetres per second, when measured m any three mutually orthogonal dlrechons at 
any senslhve location The peak practlcle velOCity relates to low frequency Vibration of 
less than 40 hertz where blastmg occurs no more than once m even contmuous days 
Where blasting operatIOns are more frequent, the peak particle velOCity hmlt IS reduced 
to 8 mllhmetres per second Blastmg shall not give nse to air pressure values at sensltve 
locations whIch are m excess of 125 dB (hnear maximum peak value), With a 95% 
confidcnce hmlt No mdlvldual air pressure value shall exceed the hmlt value by more 
than 5dB (Lm) 

REASON In the mterest ofmamtammg the amemty ofadJommg landowners 

7 Dust levels at the site boundary and sensitive locations shall not exceed 350 mllhgrams 
per square metre per day averaged over a wntmuous penod of 30 days (Bergerhoff 
Gauge) Details of a momtormg programme for dust shall be revIewed on an annual 
baSIS and these reviews ~hall be submItted for the wnttcn agrcement of the Planmng 
Authonty The developer shall carry out any amendments to the programme reqUired 
by the planmng authonty follOWIng the annual review 
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE FHINE GALL 

RECORD OF EXECUTIVE BUSINESS AND MANAGER'S ORDER 

Reg.Ref FVVI1AJOOll 

REASON In thc mterest of mamtammg the amemty of adJommg landowners 

8 I) Wlthm 3 months of the final grant of planmng permIssIon the apphcants shall submIt 
full dctalls of the eXlstmg pumpmg regIme, mcludmg quantItIes currently dIscharged 
II) The apphcants shall submit details of any proposed changes (for the duratton of the 
planmng pcrmlsSlon) to the eXlstmg pumpmg regime, mcludmg proposed 
arrangements/quantlttes bemg discharged to adjacent streams (Ballystrahan and Fmglas 
Stream) ThIS shall be agreed m wrItmg wIth thc Planmng AuthorIty prIor to the 
Implcmentatton 
11\) The operator shall ensure that the development does not affect or cause detcrIoratlOn 
m water quahty, water levcls or YIelds m the domesttc wells m the vlclmty of the 
quarry In thc event of quarrymg actIvItIes havmg a proven adverse Impact on pnvate 
wells m the vlcmlty, the operator shall undertake approprIate remedial measures as 
agrecd wIth the planmng authonty, at the expense ofthc operator In the event of any 
dlsruptton of any water supphes, the quarry operator shall cease any operatIOns causmg 
such dlsruptton until water supply has been restored or replaced 
IV) No dIrect emiSSIons mcludmg dIscharges of LIst I and List II substances as speCIfied 
m DIrectIve 76/464/EEC to groundwater shall occur 
v) PrIor to the ImportatIOn of mert sOIls and stone for thc backfilhng of quarry 
vOIds(mert waste recovery) the apphcants shall 

(a) hold a waste hcence from the Environmental Protectton Agency 
or 

(b) produce eVidence of a determmatton by the EnvIronmental ProtectIon Agency 
undcr ArtIcle 27 of the European Commumtles (Waste DIrectIve) Regulations 2011 for 
any sOIl Imported 
VI) The apphcant shall ensure that all hauhers of waste hold a vahd waste collectton 
permIt for the materIal collected/dehvered to the sIte 
VII) PrIor to the 3 III 1114 or pnor to the strIppmg of the overburden m the central quarry 
area whIchever IS the first, the apphcants shall submIt for the wntten agreement of the 
Plannmg AuthorIty an mterIm restoratton plan for the central quarry area 
VII) The apphcants ~hall rcvlew the Waste Management Plan (November 2010) for the 
sIte (submItted by the apphcant (EMS2I» every five years and submIt a copy for the 
WrIttcn agrecment of the Planmng AuthorIty ThIS plan shall mcludc the management of 
stockptles of unsaleable product 

REASON In the mterest of pubhc health 

9 (a) Wlthm 12 months from the date of thIS order, a comprchenslve RestoratIOn Plan for 
the enttre SIte and mdlvldual quarries shall be submItted to the planmng authorIty for 
WrItten agreement The plan shall mclude details on access arrangemcnts, slope 
stablhty, vcgetatIon proposed, proposals for bIOdIversIty enhancement and for ongomg 
mamtenance The plan shall mclude a programme to mclude ongomg restoratIon 
throughout the h fe of the quarry The restoration plan ~hall be prepared m consultatton 
WIth Aer Rlanta, Dubhn AIrport BIrd Hazard Commlttce and the Insh A vlatton 
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Authority 
(b) Restoration shall be carncd In accordancc with the revised restoratIOn plan as 
agrecd by the planning authOrity 

REASON To cnsure the satisfactory restoration ofthc site In the Interest of Visual 
amemty and environmental protection 

10 Any changes proposed to the discharge regimes from the subject site to the 
Ballystrahan Stream and/or the Flnglas stream shall require Screemng for Appropriate 
Assessment This shall be submitted to the Planmng authority for ItS written agreement 

REASON In the Interest of protecting the amemtles of the area 

II At least 24hours advance notlee of each blasting operatlon to be carned out shall be 
given to occupants of residential properties, and industrial and bUSiness park occupants 
ofland Within a 500metre radiUS of the site boundaries Further warning by way of 
siren shall also be given not later than 30 minutes prior to each detonatlon The 
developer shall employ the best available technology, not entatilng excessive cost, In 
order to minimise nOise, dust, Vibration and changes In air over pressure eaused by 
blasting 

REASON In the Interest of pubhc safety and the amemtles of surrounding properties 

12 The operational hours of the development, including all quarrying and all processing 
opcratlons, shall be between 0700 hours and 1800 hours, Monday to Saturday Blasting 
operatIOns shall take place only between 1000 hours and 1600 hours Monday to Friday 
No operation of any kind shall be carned out on Sundays or pubhc hohdays 

REASON In the Interest of protecting the amemtles of the area 

13 The whccl wash faclhty (as Included within the slgmficant additIOnal information 
dctwls received on the 26/11/12) shall be put In place WIthin 2 months follOWing the 
final grant of planning permission All trucks lcavlng the site shall go through thiS 
faclhty Effective measurcs shall be taken by the operator to prevent the undue 
emission of dust from the site and site roadways A water bowser(s) or Similar faclhty 
shall be avatiable on site at all tlmes dunng dry weather, so that all vehicle and plant 
roadways ean be watered to lay dust as necessary 

REASON In the Interests of mlmmlslng nUisance caused by the emiSSIOn of dust 

14 Notwithstanding the above, all pubhc roads and footpaths Immediately adJolmng the 
site entrances shall be cleaned at regular Intervals, not less than once per week to the 
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sallsfactIOn of the Planmng Authonty The apphcant/dcveloper shall pay parllcular 
attentIOn to the North Rd entrance and residential dwelhngs oppposite 

REASON In the Interest of road safety and the general amemty of the area 

15 All vehicles carrying quarned material or other dust producing materials to or from the 
site shall be securely shected 

REASON In the Intcrests of traffic safety 

16 Appropriate measures shall be taken by the developer at all limes to ensure the security 
of the Site In particular notices shall be erected at prominent positions along the 
boundaries of the site alerting the general pubhc to the danger of the quarry, associated 
plant and machinery 

REASON In the Interest ofpubhc safety 

17 The developer shall facilitate the preservation, recording and protection of 
archaeological materials or features that may eXist within the site In thiS regard, the 
developer shall -
Ja) notify the planmng authority In writing at least four weeks prIOr to the 
commencement of any soli stripping (including hydrological and geotechmcal 
investigatIOns) relating to the proposed development, 
(b) employ a sUitably-quahfied archaeologist who shall momtor all site mvestlgatlons 
and other excavatIOn works, and 
(c) proVide arrangements, acceptable to the planmng authonty, for the recordmg and for 
the removal of any archaeological matenal which the authonty considers appropriate to 
remove In default of agreement on any of these reqUirements, the matter shall be 
referred to An Bord Pleanlila for determinatIOn 

REASON In order to conserve the archaeological hentage of the site and to secure the 
preservatIOn and protectIOn of any remains that may eXist wlthm the site 

18 The developer shall submit once every three years for the hfetlme of thiS permiSSion, an 
aerial photograph of each quarry area which adequately enables the plarmlng authority 
to assess the progress of extractIOn each quarry area The first photograph shall be taken 
and submitted In 2014 

REASON In order to faelhtate momtormg and control of the development by the 
planmng authority 

19 FoulSewer 
I) No foul dramage shall discharge mto the surface water system under any 
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circumstances 
II) The foul draInage shall be In comphance With the "Grcater Dubhn Rcglonal Code of 
Practice for DraInage Works Version 6 0" FCC AprIl 2006 
Surface Water 
III) No surfacc watcrl raInwater shall discharge Into the foul sewer system undcr any 
circumstances 
IV) The surface watcr draInagc shall be In comphanee With the "Greater Dubhn 
Regional Code of Practice for DraInage Works Version 6 0" FCC Apnl 2006 
Water Supply 
v) All water fittIngs and InstallatIOns shall Incorporate be~t current practices In water 
conservatIOn 
VI) The water supply for the development shall comply With the "GUldchnes for 
DrInkIng Water Supply" FCC February 2009 RevIsIOn I 

REASON In the Interest of proper plannIng and sustaInable developmcnt 

20 PrIor to the cessation of quarryIng In the northern quarry, the developer shall lodge With 
the PlannIng AuthorIty a cash deposit, a bond ofan Insurance company or other form of 
securIty (to be agreed with thc PlannIng AuthorIty) to secure the provIsion and 
satisfactory ImplementatIOn of pcrmanent pumpIng/dc-waterIng of the worked out 
extractive vOId pendIng the completion of reInstatement works to fill the extracted areas 
With Inert matcrIal The amount of the contrIbUtion and the arrangements for payment 
shall be agreed between the developer and the planmng authorIty or In default of 
agreement, shall be determIned by An Bord Pleanala 

REASON In the Interest of proper plannIng and sustaInable development of the area 

21 The appheant ~hall pay to the planmng authonty a financial contributIOn of €500,000 In 
rcspect of ongoIng road maIntenance and Improvements of the RI35 North Road. 
which benefit the proposed development of the site that IS prOVided or Intended to be 
prOVided by or on behalf of the authorIty In accordance with sectIOn 48(2)(c) of the 
PlannIng and Development Act 2000, as amended The contrIbution shall be paid prIor 
to the commenccment of development or In such phased payments as the planmng 
authorIty may faclhtate and shall be subject to any appheable IndexatIOn provIsions of 
the scheme at the time of payment The apphcatlon of any IndexatIOn reqUIred by t1u~ 
condition shall be agreed between the plannIng authorIty and the apphcant or. In default 
of such agreement, the matter shall be referred to the Board to detcrmIne 

REASON It IS a reqUIrement of the Planmng and Development Act 2000, as amended, 
that a condition requmng a contrIbutIOn In accordance section 48 of the Planmng and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended) be apphed to the permission 
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22 The apphcant, over the hfehme of the quarry operahons, shall annually set aSIde a fund 
rhe purpose I~ to provIde appropnate proJects/community gam m the gencral area and 
shall be decIded on by Fmgal County CouncIl m consultallon WIth the apphcants The 
mlllal contnbullon to the fund shall be €O 10 per tonne of extracted matenal and 
thereafter the contnbutJOn shall be updated m accordance WIth the consumer pnce 
mdex The community gam fund shall be lodged mto a special community gam account 

.' for Fmgal County CouncIl 

REASON To mItIgate the Impacts of the quarry operations on the local community 
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SeDlor Executive Ian ncr 
j) ot1A- ....c~ 5-1' 

(J IlJ ~ 6/2.f3 Endorsed: 

dmmistrative Officer 

Order: A decIsIon pursuant to SectIon 34 of the Planmng and Development Act 2000 
(as amended) to GRANT PERMISSION for the above proposal subject to 
the(23) condJtlOn(s) set out above IS hereby made 

Dated "1-.... February, 2013 

To whom the approprIate powers have becn delegated by Order of the County Manager, 
dated 

c9Q/oo} ao, &: 

Po \ O'S \ Ol 0 'i?-- '-t'0 
LC.rv. ~'E0l.~") 
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