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1. Introduction 

A further Information request has been issued in regarding the Planning Application by 

Timoleague Agri gen for permission to construct a Biogas Plant consisting of 2 no. Digester 

Tanks, 2 no validation Tanks, 1 no Homogenising tank, 3 no Geo-Membrane-lined manure 

storage tanks, 1 no Fibre Store, 1 no Feed Tank, Reception Building, Plant Building, 

Pasteurisation Tanks, Weighbridge and associated site works including an Integrated 

Constructed Wetlands. 

Item 9 of the FI states “Submit a visual impact assessment of the impact of the proposed 

development on Barryshall House (CO 136-0 16). Views to and from Barryshall House should be 

assessed in the context of the proposed development and views from all adjacent roads and 

approach roads to the house should be assessed in relation to the impact of the proposed works 

on the house. The visual assessment should include a 3D photomontage or annotated 

photomontage overlaid with the proposed development. The location from which photographs 

were taken should be clearly indicated.” 

This report with its accompanying drawings photographs and photomontages assesses the 

visual impact of the proposed development on Barryshall House. 

 

2. Existing Setting 

Barryshall House is a detached seven-bay two-storey country house, built in 1550 and rebuilt in 

1745. The house is located in a mature park land setting setback approximately 200m from the 

public road. The road side boundary adjacent to the house consists of stone wall construction 

with hedgerow planting on top of the wall. The hedgerows are predominantly black thorn 

(Prunus) and ash (Fraxinus). 

The mature Trees surrounding the House vary in height from 8m to 25m and provide 

substantial screening and shelter to the house.   

 

3. Proposed Development setting in relation to the House. 

The proposed development consists of 2 no Digester Tanks, 2 no validation Tanks, 1 no 

Homogenising tank, 3 no Geo-Membrane-lined manure storage tanks, 1 no Fibre Store, 1 no 

Feed Tank, Reception Building, Plant Building, Pasteurisation Tanks, Weighbridge and 

associated site works including an Integrated Constructed Wetlands. The location of the 

structures is approximately 150m south east of the House and adjoining farm yard complex.  
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There are more than 50 mature trees between the proposed biogas plant and the House. These 

are identified on Drawing No 031 with their species and approximate height tabulated. 

The general topography slopes South-eastward and the ground level of the proposed biogas 

complex will be approximately 3m lower than the House. The maximum height of the biogas 

Structures will be 18.7m tall which is below the trees at surrounding the House (the trees vary 

from 8m to 25m tall and are at a higher ground level - 3m approximately). 

 

4.0 Assessment 

There is substantial mature park land screening between the House and the proposed biogas 

plant.  

The proposed development will not remove any of the existing trees. The site of the biogas 

plant at the location chosen was primarily because of the mature screening which mitigates the 

visual impact of the proposed development. 

The extent of the screening obscures the proposed Biogas Plant from the dwelling.  

Photographs attached both from the first floor and the front of the House demonstrates the 

extent of the screening between the Biogas Plant and Barryshall House. A wide angle collage 

has been made from photographs taken at the Northeast corner and the North West Corner of 

the house which confirms the extent of the screening. (Photograph 4 and 5 Appendix 1) 

We have not been able to find any vantage point on the public road network surrounding the 

facility where the House and the Biogas Plant site can both be seen together. 

There are a number of locations where the on the public road network where the proposed 

biogas plant will be visible, these are indicated on Drawing No 031 Appendix 3. 

Photomontages No 1 – 3 illustrate the extent of the existing screening in place and to be 

maintained with the proposed development. We have also attached Photomontages 1.2 and 

3.2 highlights the extent of the screened area of the proposed structures by the existing 

planting without taking into account the proposed augmented landscaping plan. These also 

have the location of Barryshall House relative to the location of the image.   
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5.0 Conclusion 

We have not been able to find any vantage point on the public road network surrounding the 

facility where the House and the Biogas Plant site can both be seen together. The Satellite 

Image in Appendix 1 demonstrated the extent of the screening between the House and the 

proposed development site.   
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Appendix 1 - Photographs, Montages and Photograph 

Locations 

 

 

1.0 Satellite Image of Barryshall House and surrounding screening 
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2. 0 Photo in the direction of the Biogas Plant Site from the first floor Window at the Northern End of 

the dwelling. 

 

 

3.0 Photo in the direction of the Biogas Plant Site from the ground floor at the Northern End of the 

dwelling 
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4.0  Panoramic view of the proposed Biogas Plant site from the Northeast corner of Barryshall House.  

 

Map Showing Extent of Panoramic View 4.0  
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5.0 Panoramic view of the Proposed 

Plant Site from the Northwest corner 

of Barryshall House  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Map Showing Extent of Panoramic 
View 5.0  
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Appendix 2 – Images 
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Appendix 3 – Drawings 
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Ref No Description Section/Location Approx Height (m)

1 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D

2 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 20

3 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 10

4 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 20

5 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 8

6 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 6

7 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 10

8 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 12

9 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 10

10 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 10

11 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 10

12 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 12

13 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 12

14 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 15

15 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 15

16 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 18

17 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 12

18 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 18

19 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Hedgerow D 18

20 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow D 20

21 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow C 20

22 Elm (Ulimus minor) Hedgerow C 12

23 Elm (Ulimus minor) Hedgerow C 12

24 Elm (Ulimus minor) Hedgerow C 12

25 Elm (Ulimus minor) Hedgerow C 12

26 Elm (Ulimus minor) Hedgerow C 12

27 Elm (Ulimus minor) Hedgerow C 12

28 Elm (Ulimus minor) Hedgerow C 12

29 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow C 12

30 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow A 15

31 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow A 15

32 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow A 15

33 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow A 15

34 Ash (Fraxinus) Hedgerow A 15

35 Ash (Fraxinus) Front Field 20

36 Sycamore (Acer Pseudoplatanus) Front Field 20

37 Pine (Pseudotsuga) Front of Dwelling 20

38 Beech (Fagus Sylvatia) Front of Dwelling 20

39 Beech (Fagus Sylvatia) Front of Dwelling 20

40 Beech (Fagus Sylvatia) Front of Dwelling 20

41 Beech (Fagus Sylvatia) Front of Dwelling 20

42 Beech (Fagus Sylvatia) Front of Dwelling 20

43 Chestnut  (Castanea) Front of Dwelling 15

44 Chestnut  (Castanea) Front of Dwelling 15

45 Lawson  Cypress (Chamaecyparis lawsonia) Front of Dwelling 20

46 Ash (Fraxinus) Front of Dwelling 22

47 Poplar (Populus) South of Yards 18

48 Beech (Fagus Sylvatia) South of Yards 10

49 Beech (Fagus Sylvatia) South of Yards 10

50 Ash (Fraxinus) South of Yards 12

51 Ash (Fraxinus) South of Yards 12

52 Ash (Fraxinus) South of Yards 12

53 Lime ((Tilia) Front of Dwelling 25

54 Lime ((Tilia) Front of Dwelling 25
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