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SECTION A:  NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
 
Banteer Village is located on the R579, 18km west of Mallow town. The village is 
well developed from the point of public services such as a primary school, shops and 
amenities. 
 
The waste water from the Banteer agglomeration is currently treated by a package 
treatment plant prior to been discharged to the River Blackwater. 
 
The Waste Water Works and the Activities Carried Out Therein 
 
Banteer waste water treatment plant (WWTP) was commissioned in 2000 on the site 
of the pre-existing septic tank which had previously served the village. The design 
population equivalent (PE) of the treatment plant is 700. 
 
The main elements of the WWTP are; 
 

1. Inlet works: Forward feed pump sump 
2. Secondary treatment: Activated Sludge (Aeration tank with surface aerator 

followed by a package settlement tank) 
3. Septic Tank: provides primary treatment to any emergency overflows 
4. Discharge of treated effluent to River Blackwater 

 
The wastewater in Banteer is collected in a partially combined foul sewer network 
and gravitates to the waste water treatment plant. In more recent years a new housing 
development called “Ard na Sli” was constructed within the Banteer agglomeration. 
Planning permission was granted for 38 dwellings within this development but at 
present only 12/13 houses are occupied. The waste water from this development 
gravitates to a pumping station on-site from where it is pumped the existing foul 
sewer network. 
 
Banteer WWTP is operated by a Council sanitary curator whose duties also involve 
the operation and maintenance of a number of other WWTP’s in the area. 
 
The Sources of Emissions from the Works 
 
The pollution load from the Banteer agglomeration arises from the following sources: 
 

� Domestic Population 
� Commercial premises 
� School & crèche 
� Infiltration into sewer network 

 
The waste water from all commercial premises is collected via the public sewer and 
treated in conjunction with the domestic waste water at the WWTP. There are no 
industrial waste streams discharging to the sewer network. 
 
The main source of emissions from the treatment works is via a 225mm diameter 
open outfall pipe to the River Blackwater. 
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During power outages, the waste stream will back up in the pump sump and inlet 
sewer at the treatment works and will overflow at the inlet manhole into the pre-
existing septic tank which will provide primary treatment before discharging directly 
to the effluent stream outfall pipe. There is no flow monitoring on the outlet from the 
pre-existing septic tank and thus the frequencies and quantities of the emissions 
involved are unknown.  
 
The Nature and Quantities of Foreseeable Emissions from the Waste Water 
Works into the Receiving Aqueous Environment as well as Identification of 
Significant Effects of the Emissions on the Environment 
 
The waste water treatment plant only treats municipal waste water from the village 
and its environs via the foul sewer network. 
 
The treatment plant is designed to treat the final effluent to a 25/35 BOS/SS standard 
for the design p.e. of the plant prior to being discharged to the River Blackwater. The 
discharge point is located circa 75m north of the treatment plant. 
 
A flow survey was conducted from 14th February 2008 to 4th March 2008 on the flows 
arriving at the treatment plant. The average flow over this period was 360cu.m/day. It 
was determined that up to 59% of the flow arriving at the treatment plant was as a 
result of groundwater infiltration and surface water runoff. Hence the average waste 
water flow to the treatment plant is in the order of 148cu.m/day. The survey identified 
a flow to the treatment plant in the range of 200cu.m/day to 600cu.m/day. A flow 
meter was commissioned on the rising main into the aeration tank in January 2013 
and flows to the treatment works are now been recorded and monitored. 
 
The proposed technology and other techniques for preventing or, where this is 
not possible, reducing emissions from the waste water works 
 
The treatment works consist of the following elements: 
 

� Forward feed pump sump 
� Aeration tank with floating surface aerator 
� Clarifier with air lift sludge return line 
� Composite sampler on outlet from WWTP 
� Pre-existing septic tank which provides primary treatment to emergency 

overflows 
 
In the event of power failure, all plant at the waste water treatment works will cease to 
operate. Waste water flows arriving at the treatment works will build up in the 
forward feed pump sump. When the level in the sump exceeds the level of the inlet 
sewer, the waste water will back up in the sewer and will overflow a weir at the inlet 
manhole into the old septic tank system. The septic tank will provide primary 
settlement prior to discharge to the receiving waters. There is no history of extended 
power outages in the Banteer area. 
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Further measures planned to comply with the general principle of the basic 
obligations of the operator, i.e. that no significant pollution is caused 
 
There are no planned works for the treatment plant serving Banteer at present. 
 
Measures planned to monitor emissions into the environment 
 
The Environmental Department of Cork County Council carry out sampling of the 
effluent from the treatment works as required under the Urban Waste Water 
Regulations. A composite sampler is provided on the outlet from the WWTP to 
facilitate obtaining samples of the treated effluent. 
 
The EU Water Framework Directive Monitoring Programme is to be fully operational 
by the year 2012. This monitoring programme was prepared by the EPA to meet the 
requirements of the EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) and the National 
Regulations implementing the Water Framework Directive (S.I. No. 722 of 2003) and 
National Regulations implementing the Nitrates Directive (S.I. No.788 of 2005) 
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