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Natura Impact Statement KMK Metals Recycling 1ad
August 2012 Cappincur Industrial Estate, Tullamore, Co. Oftaly

1 Introduction

ENVIROCO Management Ltd were requested to conduct a survey and Natura Impact Statement
(NIS) for the planning application at Cappincur Industrial Estate Tullamore, Co. Offaly by KMK
Metals Recycling Ltd (KMK) for “change of use of 7 no. permitted industrial buildings from
warehouse storage use to use for the processing of waste metals and metallic based materials, as
Jfollows: Building A, Total Gross Floor Area 473 sq m, Building B, Total Existing Gross Floor
Area 473 sq m; Building C, Total Gross Floor Area 473 sq m; Building D (Hanger) Total Gross
Floor Area 927 sq m; Building D (WEEE) Total Gross Floor Area 1,841 sq m; Building D 4
Total Gross Floor Area 920 sq m (comprising Central Area 391 sq m, D4-R Area 318 sq¢ m and
D3-L Area 211 sq m),and; Building E Total Gross Floor Area 1,120 sq m. Other works are
proposed to building E including a new ESB substation (24.5 sq m),an ESB switch room (14.4 sq
m) and ancillary accommodation (33.1 sq m) on ground floor and first floor open plan offices
(82 sq m). The upgrading of the effluent treatment system involves the proposed installation of
an additional waste water treatment tank with a subsequent sand filter unit covering an area of
95 sq m. The proposed development including the increase in the annual waste intake to 35,000
tonnes is the subject of a current EPA waste license review application ref. W0113-4".
Stage I Screening, under Part 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, will be conducted by Offaly County
Council as the competent authority under the regulations. ThisdNIS is submitted to establish the
likely risks this development may have, to assess these 1isk§§2ﬁ a logical and scientifically sound
manner, to enable the competent authority to estabhshw\;l@her the development can proceed.
s\o
The site is located within the Cappincur [ndus‘[r\@?\ﬁé}tatc Tullamore. Figure 1 gives a general
site location of the development, located east gt J[ullamore Town on the L-2025 local road. This
NIS will review National Parks and Wil %§01v1ces (NPWS) listed habitats within a 15 km
radius of this development address, tooc‘é\g‘ﬁdel if there is a potential risk to sites of European
importance. This NIS will accompaﬁy@an EIS and planning application. The KMK Metals
facility is regulated by the Envnonm‘é\ntal Protection Agency (EPA) and is subject to a Waste
Licence (WOI13-03) OO{\

1.1 Background: Habitats Directive, Birds Directive and Natura 2000
Sites

The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation ot natural habitats and
of wild fauna and flora) is the main legislative instrument for the protection and conservation of
biodiversity in the EU. Under the Directive member States are obliged to designate Special
Arcas of Conservation (SACs) which contain habitats or species considered important for
protection and conservation in a European Union context. The Birds Directive (Council
Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds), is concerned with the long-term
protection and management of all wild bird species and their habitats in the EU. The Directive
requires “inter alia’ that Special Protection Areas (SPAs) be established to protect migratory
species and species which are rare, vulnerable, in danger of extinction, or otherwise require
special attention. '

ENVIROCO Management Ltd |
1890 522 000
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Special Areas ot Conservation (SACs) designated under the Habitats Directive and Special
Protection Areas, designated under the Birds Directive, form a pan - European network of
protected sites known as Natura 2000. The Habitats Directive sets out a unified system for the
protection and management of SACs and SPAs.

1.1.1 Article 6 (3) Assessment

An Article 6 Assessment refers to paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 6 of the EU Habitats Directive
[Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of
wild fauna and flora (92/42/EEC)]. It sets out key elements of the system of protection including
the requirement for Appropriate Assessment of plans and projects (see Appendix [ of the
Directive). Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires an appropriate assessment of any plan
or project likely to have a significant effect on an SAC or SPA. The recent ECJ ruling against
Ireland in Case 418/04 EC Commission V Ireland found that Ireland had incorrectly transposed
the Habitats Directive by not providing explicitly for appropriate assessment of land use plans,
(as opposed to projects), in the European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997.
The effect of the judgment is that there is now a requirergent for screening and possible
appropriate assessment of all land-use plans, including 1ocalo<\g®ea plans.
. o S o

The legal requirements of Article 6 were tragg@q&ed into domestic legislation and are
implemented in Ireland by Article 31 of thep § ropcan Communities (Natural Habitats)
Regulations, 1997 (S.I. No. 94 of 1997) a\sQQ&é}ended in 1998 and 2005. An appropriate
assessment must be undertaken prior togthe” adoption or implementation of any plan or
programme, not directly connected with-Ofihecessary to the management ot a Natura 2000 site
but likely to have a significant effect‘(‘%@ﬁ:on, either individually or in combination with other
plans or projects. This is done to enah$€ both the Local Planning Authority and the Development
Applications Unit of the Departn @ﬂ\xt of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to
assess if the proposed developméit is likely to have a significant impact on the Natura 2000 site.

The appropriate assessment examines the implications of proceeding with the plan or project in
view of the site's conservation objectives. In light of the conclusions of the assessment of the
implications for the site, the local authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after having
ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, it appropriate,
after having obtained the opinion of the general public.

If the assessment concludes that the plan or project will have a negative impact on the site, it
may only proceed and be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding public interest as
outlined in the Directive and the member state concerned shall take all compensatory measures
to ensure that the overall coherence of the Natura 2000 site is protected. The European
Commission must be informed where this occurs.

Article 6 (3) assessment comprises four stages. Each stage determines whether a further stage in
the process is required. If, for example, the conclusions at the end of Stage One are that there
will be no significant impacts on a Natura 2000 site, there is no requirement to proceed further.
The relationship of the four stages with the overall procedure established by Article 6(3) and (4)
is illustrated in the flow chart below (MN2000 and EC, 2002 page 10).

ENVIROCO Management Ltd 3
1890 522 000
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CONSIDERATION OF A PLAN OR PROJECT (PP) AFFECTING A NATURA 2000 SITE

to the site management for nature conservation?

No LA,,,,, Yes

v

Is the PP directly connected with or necessary I

. Is the PP likely to have significant effects on
| the site?

- Yes ———— No

Assess implications for site’s
conservation objectives

Will the PP adversely affect
the integrity of the site?

¢

j Redraft the PP

i

Yes No

|

¥
Are there alternative
solutions? \\?gx

P&
e YOS ] N NSS\
S
f/‘?? Oy )

e

O
Does t%@‘%@ost a priority
hqb'btat Species?

,é? ’&O
R\
O'\\ \\§ No Yes
AP | |
. s\ro ¥
i Are there iqiperative reasons Are there human health or safety considerations
f{ of overggting public interest? or important environmental benefits?
A :
\w l
e NO e Yes No Yes
| L .
i . . ¥ ¥ L 4
i Authorisation must not be © Authorisation may be granted Authorisation may be Authorisation
- granted for other imperative reasons of granted may be
: - overriding public interest, ;. Compensation granted
- following consultation with the ! measures are taken

Commission The Commission is
. Compensation measures have to informed

i be taken

ENVIROCO Management Ltd
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1.2 Screening for Appropriate Assessment

Screening has been undertaken in fulfilment of the requirements of the Habitats Directive and
taking into account the Department of the Environment. Heritage and Local Government’s
Circular Letter to all planning authorities dated 15th February 2008 which states the following in
relation to the screening stage of Appropriate Assessment:

“Any draft land use plan (development plans, local area plans, regional planning guidelines,
schemes for strategic development zones) or amendment/variation to it proposed under the
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) must be screened for any potential impact on
areas designated as Natura 2000 Site (normally called Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) or
Special Protection Areas (SPAs). This screening should be based on any ecological information
available to the authority and an adequate description of the plan and its likely environmental
impacts.  This should take into account any policies that will set the terms for future
development. Up to date maps of Natura 2000 Site, or areas proposed for designation, are
available on www.npws.ie.

The results of the screening should be recorded and made a&@o%ablc to the public. In any case
where, following screening, it is found that the draft plan o amendment may have an impact on
the conservation objectives of a Natura 2000 site ob@ziﬁ such an impact cannot be ruled out,
adopting a precautionary approach, an appropria \@scssment of the plan must be carried out
and in any case where a strategic em'z'ron/11(@‘/&@@(1550551710)1f (SEA) would not otherwise be

required, it must also be carried out.” éy'}\o\&\é
&L
N
((0\ %'\\0)
1.3 Methodology S

S\
&
. S : o . .
This NIS followed the necessargSScreening methodology to ascertain likely risks and establish
the local environmental landscape. This was undertaken in accordance with:

e MN2000. Managing Natura 2000 Site: The provisions of Article 6 of the “Habitats
Directive 92/43/EEC. ISBN 92-828-9048-1. Luxembourg: Office for Official
Publications of the European Communities.

e EC. 2002. Assessment of plans and projects significantly aftecting Natura 2000 Site:
Methodological guidance on the provisions ot Article 6(3) and (4) ot the Habitats
Directive 92/43/EEC. Report prepared for the European Commission, Environment DG,
by the Impacts Assessment Unit, School of Planning, Oxford Brookes University, Gipsy
Lane, Headington, Oxford OX3 O0BP, United Kingdom. ISBN 92-828-1818-7.
Luxembourg: Office tor Ofticial Publications of the EC.

e EC. 2007. Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC:
Clarification of the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding
public interest, compensatory measures, overall coherence, opinion of the commission.
Luxembourg: Office for Ofticial Publications of the European Communities.

ENVIROCO Management [.td 5
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o Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: guidance tfor Planning
Authorities. Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2009 and
EPA Ireland Guidelines

1.3.1 Consultation

A letter of consultation was sent with regards to the proposed development to the National Parks
and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and the Development Applications Unit of the NPWS on the 21™
March 2012. This letter has been included as Appendix 3 to this report.

To date no correspondence has been received from the NPWS. It is envisaged that further
contact will be made with the NPWS through the submission of this planning application with
associated EIS and NIS reports.

Direct consultation was had with the planning consultants on the application and its scope, the
engineers regarding site layouts and emission points and the firm contracted for the improvement
works to the existing waste water treatment plant on site.

1.3.2 Data consulted to carry out the NIS &
N

The level of this assessment is a desktop and field wa k@g&er study based on existing data from
NPWS and the Offaly County Development Plan 9QQ9«2%1 5.

og? S
1.4 The Proposed Developmen@@\ &‘

The development at the KMK Metals s é’@*% waste management facility for hazardous and non-
hazardous metals, including Waste \é\&%&trlcal and Electronic Equipment (WEEE). No new
buildings will be developed or land§ @@ered through this planning application. The planning and
associated EIS and NIS are subm@%d in relation to the increase in annual throughput of material
from 20,000 tonnes per annum ¢ approximately 35,000 tonnes per annum, which will exceed the
requirement for a developmerit requiring an EIS.

No additional virgin land encroachment is proposed under this planning application. No
significant alterations to current activities on site are proposed.

This report has utilised the drawings submitted by the applicant to assess the likely impacts the
development could have.

The site lies within an industrial park area, with existing linear housing visible along the Country
Road to the north and industrial and commercial development throughout the industrial park.

2 Local Area

The site lies within the confines of an established industrial park of Tullamore Town. The
primary activity within the park is industrial / commercial. No additional virgin land (Greenfield
space / agricultural lands) are to be atfected by this application.

ENVIROCO Management Ltd 6
1890 522 000
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A Guide to Habitats in Ireland, by the Heritage Council (Fossit, J.A, 2000) is used, where
applicable, for the identification of habitats observed during a site visit on the 30" March and
15" May 2012.

Plate 1: Building’s and Artificial Surfaces (BL3) primary ecological classification

The site is within the industrial park zone ot the Cappincur Industrial Estate. As can be seen
from plate |, this development zone 1s completely covered with a concrete pavement, with
treated drainage towards local land drain. All domestic cffluent is treated by the facility
wastewater treatment system and associated percolation area.

ENVIROCO Management Ltd 7
1890 522 000
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>
Plate 2: Buildings and Artificial Sulﬂ@@és (BL3) primary ecological classification

Plate 2 looks from the 0pp051t(£>\(dlrect10n as plate 1, showing the main operational and
administrational buildings oca%eé\at the site.

X
No notable ecological systems were identified on the site or within the Cappincur Industrial
Estate during the site visits.

ENVIROCO Management Ltd . 8
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late3: Agricultral l GAl) and hdgerows W1) ,@é
3

SES

To the south of the KMK Metals facility and the Q@ﬁcur Industrial Estate there are located

agricultural lands. These lands, though zong fridustrial, have not to date seen notable

construction or development. The land is stlll@a@talned by the owner for agricultural purposes,

with mature hedging in place along field Qg)\gﬂ%rl es. Livestock are maintained on these lands

when grass is not been grown for cuttmg{\p
O Q

5

Plate 4: Agrlcultural land (GA1) and Built Environment (BL%)

ENVIROCO Management Ltd 9
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Plate 4, is taken from a similar location as Plate 3. This view is north towards the Cappincur
Industrial Estate and the rear boundary of thc KMK Metals buildings. The field boundary
hedgerows continue up to the boundaries ot the KMK Metals site.

3 Natura 2000 Sites

The proposed development site is not on or adjacent any Natura Protected sites, nor is there any
National Parks and Wildlife (NPWS) sites on or adjacent it.

Figure 2 to Figure 4 give a 15km grid centred on the KMK Metals site, and identitying all
NPWS and Natura 2000 sites in this locality. The maps show that there are no Special Protected
Areas (SPA’s) within 15km, though the Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA (code 004160) is on the
border of this buffer zone. Due to its distance and nature, and the low likely impacts arising
from this development, the Slieve Bloom Mountains are not further analysed in this document.
Several closer proximity protected sites are present and this NIS will evaluate whether the
development has a likely chance of impact upon these.

Within Figure 3 the 15Km grid identifies 6 Special Areas (g,f Conservation (SAC’s), these are
identified in Table I below. &>

&

- , NCH
Table 1: Proximity to Natura 2000 Sites 6@0 S
Name of Site Code P 7 $Distance (Km)
Charleville Wood SAC 00@3‘?@ 3.20
Raheenmore Bog SAC @@@%7 9.71
Clara Bog SAC D &@0572 9.80
River Barrow & River Nore SAC << gp 002162 10.01
Split Hill and Long Hill Esker SAQS\ 001831 11.3
Clonaslee Esker and Derry B%%@AC 000859 14.8
ENVIROCO Management Ltd 10
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3.1 Natura Site Objectives

The objectives of the National Parks and Wildlite Services (NPWS) on these sites are maintained
for public file on www.npws.ie a summary of the designated area is within Appendix 1 of this
report.

The Conservation Objectives for the listed SACs are issued by the National Parks and Wildlife
Services (NPWS). This chapter will utilise excerpts from the NPWS Conservation Objectives.

The overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the favourable conservation
status of habitats and species of community interest.

European and National legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to
maintain habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation condition.

Favourable conservation status of a habitat is achieved when:
e Its natural range, and area it covers within that range, are stable or increasing
e The specific structure and functions which are necegsary for its long-term maintenance
exist and are likely to continue to exist for the fmqg@edble future
¢ The conservation status of its typical species 4@ q&&om able

Favourable conservation status of a species is z@?\?@cd when:
Population dynamics data on the species g@nééx ned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a
long-term basis as a viable component ogﬁgg%tural habitats

Natural range of the species is ner %emg reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the
foreseeable future &, A‘\
Sufficiently large habitat to mamtagac?ts population on a long-term basis

@

Within the 15Km radius of tlfeosite, there are 4 distinct Natura 2000 environments, marsh/bog at
Clara Bog and Raheenmore Bogs, woodland at Charleville Wood. glacial deposit at Split Hills
and Long Hill Esker, aquatic at the River Barrow and River Nore.

Of these 4 protected environments, only Charleville Wood SAC is within Skm of the site, and is
therefore the highest potential risk environment due to proximity to the development. Table 2 to
Table 7 identify the species or habitats that are under protection for each of the primary
identified Natura 2000 sites. This information has been sourced from the NPWS database, and is
as extensive as outlined in the relative Conservation Objectives for each site.

Table 2: Conservation Objectives of the NPWS at site 002162 (R Barrow & R Nore SAC)

ID Species / Habitat Conservation policy Likely impact from
‘ this development

1016 | Desmoulin’s whorl snail | To  maintain ~ the  favourable | No likely direct, indirect

Vertigo moulinsianna conservation condition within the | or cumulative impact
River Barrow and River Nore SAC
1029 | Freshwater pearl mussel | Currently under review (2011) No likely direct, indirect
Margaritifera or cumulative impact
margaritifera
ENVIROCO Management [.td 14
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1092 | White-clawed  craytish | To maintain the favourable | No likely direct, indirect

Austropotamobiits conservation condition within the | or cumulative impact
pallipes River Barrow and River Nore SAC

1095 | Sea lamprey Petromyzon | To restore favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
marinus condition or cumulative impact

1096 | Brook lamprey | To restore favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
Lampetra planeri conditions or cumulative impact

1099 | River lamprey Lampetra | To restore favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
fluviatilis conditions or cumulative impact

1103 Twaite shad Alosa fallax | To restore tfavourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
conditions or cumulative impact

1106 | Atlantic salmon Salmo | To restore favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
salar (only in | conditions or cumulative impact

freshwater)

1130 | Estuaries To maintain favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
conditions or cumulative impact

1140 | Mudflats and sandflats | To maintain favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
not covered by seawater | conditions or cumulative impact

at low tide &

1310 | Salicornia and  other | To maintain favourablg&onservation | No likely direct, indirect

annuals colonizing mud | conditions N Q@o or cumulative impact
and sand S

1330 | Atlantic salt meadows | To restore \\}{ﬁi&&%rable conservation | No likely direct, indirect

(Glauco-Puccinellictalia conditiong\%§ or cumulative impact
maritimae) Qei’\\ 0\@

1355 | Otter Lutra lutra To O{l%j@re favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
congilions or cumulative impact

1410 Mediterranean salt Ié\ restore favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
meadows szcela/[goq conditions or cumulative impact

maritime

1421 Killarney fern | To maintain favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
Trichomanes speciosum | conditions or cumulative impact

1990 | Nore freshwater pearl | To restore tavourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
mussel  Margaritifera | conditions or cumulative impact

durrovensis

3260 | Water courses of plain to | To maintain favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
montane levels conditions or cumulative impact

4030 | European dry heaths To maintain favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
conditions or cumulative impact

6430 | Hydrophilous tall herb | To maintain favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
fringe communities conditions or cumulative impact

7220 | Petrifying springs with | To maintain favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
tufa formation conditions or cumulative impact

91A0 | Old sessile oak woods To restore favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
conditions or cumulative impact

91EO0 | Alluvial forests To restore favourable conservation | No likely direct, indirect
conditions or cumulative impact

ENVIROCO Management 1.td
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Table 3: Conservation Objectives of the NPWS at site 000571 (Charleville Wood SAC)

ID Species / Habitat Conservation policy Likely impact from

this development

1016 Desmoulin’s whorl snail | - No likely direct, indirect
Vertigo moulinsianna or cumulative impact

91A0 | Old sessile oak woods | - No likely direct, indirect
with flex and Blechnum or cumulative impact
in the British Isles

Table 4: Conservation Objectives of the NPWS at site 000572 (Clara Bog SAC)

1D Species / Habitat Conservation policy Likely impact from

this development

1065 | Euphydryas (Eurodryas, | - No likely direct, indirect
Hypodryas) aurinia or cumulative impact

6210 | Semi-natural dry | - No likely direct, indirect
grassland and scrubland or cumulative impact
facies on calcareous &
substrates (Festuco @\Q
Brometalia)(*important 3 «%O\
orchid sites) &o§d®

7110 | *Active raised bogs - Qoé.(f\ No likely direct, indirect

RIS ) L
Q& or cumulative impact

7120 | Degraded raised bogs | - éi\\io@ No likely direct, indirect

still capable of natural ~\<\&~<\\O or cumulative impact
. & O
regeneration KoY

7150 | Depressions on  peat 5\5’U No likely direct, indirect
substrates of t(]\ﬁx or cumulative impact
Rhynchosporion &

91D0 | *Bog woodland - No likely direct, indirect

or cumulative impact

Table 5: Conservation Objectives of the NPWS at site 000582 (Raheenmore Bog SAC)

ID Species / Habitat Conservation policy Likely impact from

this development

7110 | *Active raised bogs To maintain and, where possible, | No likely direct, indirect

enhance the quality of the active | or cumulative impact
raised bog (64% of the site). ,

7120 | Degraded raised bogs | To restore areas of lagg vegetation | No likely direct, indirect
still capable of natural | around the raised bog or cumulative impact
regeneration

7150 | Depressions on peat | To restore areas of lagg vegetation | No likely direct, indirect
substrates of the | around the raised bog or cumulative impact
Rhynchosporion

ENVIROCO Management L.td
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Table 6: Conservation Objectives of the NPWS at site 001831 (Split & Long Hill Esker
SAC)

ID Species / Habitat Conservation policy Likely impact from
this development

6210 | Semi-natural dry | - No likely direct, indirect
grasslands and scrubland or cumulative impact
facies on calcareous
susbstrates (Festuco
Brometalia)(*important
orchid sites)

Table 7: Conservation Objectives of the NPWS at site 000859 (Clonaslee Esker & Derry
Bog SAC)

ID Species / Habitat Conservation policy Likely impact from
this development
1013 Vertigo geyeri (small | - No likely direct, indirect
land snail) or cumulative impact
7230 | Alkaline fens - No likely direct, indirect
& or cumulative impact
o®é

Conservation policies are included where they have l&fge%\Aspeciﬁcally dealt with by the NPWS,
where they have not, the general terminology listed ud the opening paragraphs of this chapter
take precedence (favourable conservation status@@jﬁ&tats or species).
IR\
The risk of impact from this development i Qg@%\sidcred from an impact matrix, assessing likely
emissions from the development, pathvx'@&@@or those emissions to the conservation sites and the
possible eftect they may have upon ﬁ%ﬁlabitat or species. These sources and pathways are
discussed further in the next chapter.&\é\g

S
4 Likely Effects on Designated Sites from Proposed
Development

The site is not adjacent to, bordering upon or immediately upstream of any designated site. The
closest concern area is Charleville Woods SAC, located about 3km southwest of Tullamore
Town centre. The woods are protected primarily arising from the old oak trees growing towards
the heart of the woodland. The KMK Metals development does not impinge upon this site.
There are no air emissions of likely effect to this woodland originating from the KMK Metals
business. There are no identified likely pathways through water or groundwater or soil that
could result in a detrimental effect on this woodland from the proposed increase in activities at
the KMK Metals facility.

4.1 Direct Impacts

Direct impacts covers all potential impacts from a proposed development that could have an
immediate or long lasting effect upon a designated site. All potential direct impacts are covered.

ENVIROCO Management Ltd 17
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4.1.1 Light

The development is located to the northeast of Tullamore town. Lighting ot the outdoor area
will occur both to ensure safe working environments during dusk and early mornings, and during
low light days. Security lighting is also present in and around the facility. The location of
Tullamore Town between KMK and the protected site, the distance of over 3km from KMK to
the protected site and the directionality of all light fixtures towards the KMK’s development
rather than away from it, will remove any possible impact this may have upon the protected
habitat.

The lighting of the premises is not likely to have any effect upon species habituating this
designated habitat i.e. Charleville Woods SAC.

4.1.2 Compaction/Fragmentation/Habitat Loss

The development is not seeking to expand its concrete footprint. All grounds currently under
concrete or building structures will remain, or be improved upon. There is a portion of hard-
standing area remaining to be concrete surfaced for vehicle turning and a portion for tarmac
surfacing to be used for car park use.

The development will not have any effect upon the des%i\w?ed habitat, in relation to compaction
of soils, fragmentation or habitat loss associated with ﬂg% designation arising from the facts that
1t is not in proximity to any designated site and ngo‘?lg\ her expansion of the physical development

area will occur. Q \\}\

é

4.1.3 Noise &\$

The construction phase of prcv10us<§30(g@h%ed developments will come to a finish this year (2012).
During the operation of the activitiss on site, noise will be produced in line with light industrial
activities (a Lacqr(inoun 0of 60- 7ggﬁB at boundary points). Noise expands as a wave formation,
and is subject to a reduction di»oapproxunatcly 6dB with doubling ot distance. The closest Natura
2000 site is about 3km from the site, with the town of Tullamore of a similar distance away.
From these facts it is not envisaged that any activity at KMK Metals could cause a disturbance to
Natura 2000 locations.

4.1.4 Water/Wastewater

Direct impacts from water abstraction or water discharge from paved or roofed areas refer to the
possible removal of water from a nearby aquatic environment or the tlooding of a nearby or
hydrological connected protected arca. KMK Metals is not adjoining or in such close proximity
to any protected site that either water abstraction or water overflow from storm events will have
an effect upon them.

Waste-water includes both treated sewerage water discharges and trade water / contaminated
water from a site that may have a biological or chemical impact upon a protected site. The
primary pathways for such impacts are through nearby surface waters or close proximity of the
site to a protected habitat. KMK Metals is not in close proximity to a protected habitat that any
discharges from the site will affect. The proposed outflow of treated waste waters from the up-
graded on-site WWTS will be discharged to a nearby land drain, which has is connected, through
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a network of tributaries to the Tullamore River. All surface or yard water run-off from the KMK
site is diverted through an interceptor system prior to discharge to the land drain and is subject to
regular monitoring and reporting. The proposed discharges from KMK are not seen as likely to
cause a notable impact on the land drain and following dilution through the connection of the
other tributaries, the impact upon the Tullamore River is seen as negligible. The Tullamore
River is not a protected habitat under the Natura 2000 system.

The plans reviewed for this application show that a new waste water treatment system (WWTS)
1s proposed for the site. The existing waste water treatment tank on site with be amended with
an additional sequencing batch reactor (SBR) tank with dosing for ortho-phosphate and nitrogen
removal with the effluent directed towards a sand filter prior to discharge to the land drain
adjoining the KMK Metals site. This process will enable regular monitoring of the discharge to
ensure treatment is occurring and the level of treatment proposed shows a quality of discharge to
the land drain that is minimal in impact. It is not likely that the discharge from this sand filter
will have an effect on the identified protected habitats.

4.2 Indirect Impacts

A development may, due to its construction, bye-products orgdocation result in an impact to a
designated site. Indirect impacts could result from extractlcg@of waters, resulting in lower water
supplies within an aquifer, increases in tratfic move@e@s adjacent to a designated area trom
employees or vehicular transport, etc. 0950 &
&Q N

The KMK Metals development is fully Lons&qﬁ@g@ (apart from final works at a portion of the
site) under previous grants of plannin Té’gs?mlsslons The application that this NIS is
accompanying is focused on the mueas@h@g‘fbmmg’e to a level requiring planning and an EIS i.¢.
>25,000 tonnes per annum. HowcvelQ@XE NIS must cover the full potential of indirect impacts,

S
_including those that are due to the exjsting development.

& .
S . . . .

The KMK Metals developmen®is Ireland’s most technically advanced in terms of WEEE

recycling, with a work force ot 55 full time staff (operators are employed on a two shift basis).

This can lead to several potential indirect impacts that need to be examined.

4.2.1 Impact pathwayé through Groundwater

Groundwater can move in directions apparently irrelevant to landscape or topography. Should a
development cause pollution or loss of quality to the groundwater, this could result in disamenity
to protected areas many kilometres distant.

Possible impacts on groundwater from typical developments can be through leaks on site or
through insufficient waste water treatment with discharge to ground.

To ensure the KMK site is environmentally sound all activities occur upon a concrete surface.
Regular maintenance of the concrete surface and associated surface water gullies is conducted.
Groundwater monitoring 1s carried out annually via two individual boreholes on site and the
interpretation of the data is sent to the EPA as part of the waste licence maintenance. To date no
notable indicators ot pollution have been identified apart from slightly elevated levels of nickel
in one of the boreholes which is attributed to natural occurrence in the localised rock.
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The existing wastewater treatment plant and associated percolation area on-site has been
appraised and now requires a new waste water treatment system (WWTS) for the site. The
existing waste water treatment tank on site with be amended with an additional sequencing batch
reactor (SBR) tank with dosing for ortho-phosphate and nitrogen removal with the eftluent
directed towards a sand filter prior to discharge to the land drain adjoining the KMK site. These
upgrade works will be carried out through the grant of this planning application. This proposal is
considered an investment for the long term to cater for a sustainable management of domestic
effluent and also to greatly reduce any impacts to ground trom the site.

The KMK facility extracts groundwater for use on site (mostly sourced from one groundwater
well). Groundwater supply has been augmented by the installation of rain water harvesting tanks
along the southern side of the D-WEEE Plant building. Water extraction could conceivably
reduce water capacity for plants — specifically local deep rooted trees. The groundwater
extraction volume used is relatively low circa 1.8m’/day, due to the fact that the waste recycling
processes are dry and there is no industrial/commercial trade effluent being generated. The
rainwater harvesting tanks will act as a water supply for general purpose yard dampening
measures. Therefore daily water uses are low and are mostly based on ‘domestic’ use by
employees on-site. The estimated water usage on-site (as measured by a temporary flow meter)
for domestic purposes is 1,800litres/day. There are typicalfy 38 employees on-site at any one
time. o%\@\

S
Day to day extraction of water is therefore nooggij ‘%?Tble, and the distance to the closest Natura
2000 sites are significant enough to reduce @&égﬁtential risk from water use on site to have any
probable effect. KON
&
Transportation of employees, good gi‘ﬁi&%rvices personnel can potentially lead to the increase in
movement of traffic in close proximgty to or through protected habitats. The KMK facility is
located on the northeast of Tullaggore Town, and is connected to all major goods suppliers and
markets via established nation: %;aads, beginning with the N52 By-Pass of Tullamore. This road
does go through the Charleville Wood SAC, but has been designed to ensure that existing and
future traffic flows on this national route would not have a negative impact on this or any other
protected habitat. It is not likely that the current or increased traffic requirements by the
expansion of the KMK facility will sec potential risk to protected habitats.

4.2.2 Impact pathways through Surface water

The development currently has two separate surface water discharge points to a local land drain
along the western boundary of the site. These points are known as CX and DX and service "C~
vard area and *D” yard areas.  The proposed increase in waste acceptance, will not lead to any
significant increase in discharge to the land drain at the existing two points. Nevertheless, there
will be a proposed new discharge point from a section of the site where final development is
occurring (called E area). This discharge point will be accommodated by robust treatment of the
surface water run-otf by means of silt trap, attenuation tank and interceptor unit. The proposed
treated domestic waste water effluent from the up-graded WWTS will also be discharged to the
local land drain.

In terms of treatment of the discharges on site (arising due to surface water drainage from
outside yard areas) the following applies;

ENVIROCO Management Ltd 20
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Existing yard surtace water discharges from ~C” yard is treated by a Class 2 interceptor unit with
final discharge to the land drain. The discharge from *D" vard 1s treated by a Class | interceptor
unit with final discharge to the same land drain.

E area; surfaced with concrete. Therefore, run-off from the proposed surfaced areas of E will be
directed via a combination of a silt trap, followed by a storm water attenuation tank system (all
located at the north part of E area). The outfall from the attenuation system will be treated by a
Class 1 hydrocarbon interceptor unit prior to connection to the existing shared drain in the
industrial estate which serves to remove surface water run-off from a number of commercial
businesses with final discharge to the local land drain.

The KMK Metals application includes the upgrading of the existing waste water treatment plant
on site from a single chamber treatment and discharge to percolation to a double chamber unit
including SBR and resultant effluent pumped through a sand filter prior to discharge to the local
land drain. The level of treatment from a sequential batch reactor is been shown to significantly
reduce the chemical and biological levels from the facility waste waters. The design for the sand
filter is identified as a biological treatment process capable of reducing the discharge from the
premises to levels acceptable for surface waters. &

&
The pathway from the local land drain along the western b@ldary of the site has been identitied
as leading towards the Tullamore River, and even&é‘%@\the protected waters of the Shannon
Callows (SAC 000216) approximately 36 km froi@éﬁéﬁamore Town.
RIS

The local land drain is also connected by aéﬁ?\lid@ﬁrainage network prior to joining the Tullamore
River. This is not a priority habitat. ~ &&°
S
There 1s no likely tmpact on Natura 2(&()5 sites through the pathways of surface waters.
X
00{\&0
4.2.3 Impact pathways through Transport

A plan or project will likely sce the introduction of or the increase of, vehicular movement on
road infrastructure. Where these roads come into close proximity to Natura 2000 sites, they have
the potential to result in disamenity to the site, increased noise or vehicular lights startling or
disturbing protected species, or the drainage of vehicular fluids such as oil, into the protected
habitats. '

This plan will see an increase in transportation needs, both from increased workforce and from a
requirement for more Heavy Goods Vehicles movements to and from the development. The
development is positioned within close proximity to the N52, a national route. This route
connects the site to the main M6 at Kilbeggan, linking Dublin and Galway, and to the M7 for
Limerick. Through this network of National Roads, goods and services can be supplied to and
from the facility with ease and without a notable percentage increase requirement on such heavy
volume routes.

The development will not therefore result in a likely impact due to increase of traffic movements
on local infrastructure. This is based upon the quality and connectivity of the local roads.
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4.3 Cumulative Impacts

A cumulative impact takes into account all existing and proposed developments currently within
planning in the local area, to ascertain if together, the small potential impacts from each could
result in an impact upon a designated site.

The development is in the townland of Cappancur, Tullamore, Co. Offaly. The KMK Metals
facility is located within an industrial estate with surroundings agricultural lands also
designated/zoned industrial.

Within the industrial estate planning permissions for changes, alterations and retentions have
been sought, particularly in the era of 2003 to 2008. Each of these can be seen as a blue square
on the gPlan map from Offaly County Council (reference Figure 5). To the north, along the
L2025, several dwelling houses are also built or amended through proper planning.

The high density of industrial units within the industrial estate and dwellings along the L2025
road lead to a potential increase in the likelihood of cumulative impacts.

A potential for impact could arise from the combined pollution impact of increased and/or poorly
maintained septic tanks within an area. The primary inﬂu%gcing factor for treatment of waste
from rural houses is the septic tank which will begin a biolggical breakdown of matter within the
waste and stop larger solids from passing through. Th'&s then followed by a “soak pit’ (older
dwellings) or percolation area (circa 19907s). Th@dﬁ\rcolation area operates by dispersing the
polluted liquid over a large area ot land, reducﬁg&;\\e pollution impact on the underlying soil (by
dispersal) and over time. allowing for a{l@%@&}biological treatment ‘mat’ to develop. which
further treats the discharge liquid. @é\o@(@‘
E°

Of concern is where the ground {é‘qﬁ‘%uitablc for treating sewage waste, or where an area
becomes “over-developed™ and loag\iiqogs to the underlying soil becomes too high. The industrial
nature of the Cappincur IndustrigﬁEstatc reduces the potential loading for a treatment system, as
typically staff are present ondy during the working hours, reducing the need for toilets, as
compare to a domestic dwelling. The large concrete covering occupied by the KMK Metals in
combination with the small area available on-site for percolation, has thus prompted KMK
Metals to pursue the route ot discharge of treated effluent from the proposed WWTS to land
drain as opposed to ground.

Figure 5 shows the planning history, as extracted from the Offaly County Council website, for
the local area. This is a freely available resource and is displayed here for informational
purposes.

The gPlan map shows several planning applications in the area. The most recent applications

were submitted by KMK Metals. Reviews of the remaining applications showed that they
occurred prior to 2010 and are likely to have been acted upon at this stage.
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Figure 5: Extract from Offaly County Council GPlan

There are no known other signiticant developments proposed or planned for the Cappincur area.
The potential for the existing developments to develop a cumulative impact upon any of the
Natura 2000 sites is not likely as these impacts, most likely, would arise trom physical
environment and the distance to the closest sites is too distant to register an effect.

5 Concluding Statement

Based upon the plans submitted, review of the Natura 2000 sites within 15 Km of the
development, the Tullamore Town and Environs Development Plan 2010-2016, it is not thought
that this development is likely to cause significant eftfect on any identified Natura 2000 site.

This conclusion takes into account that the facility buildings/structures and activities proposed
are currently in operation on site with no notable detraction to noted Natura 2000 sites and that
the proposed increase in production i.e. waste acceptance and processing on site will be

ENVIROCO Management Ltd 23
1890 522 000

EPA Export 25-04-2013:23:31:54



Natura Impact Statement KMK Metals Recyeling Lid EN\;ldc
August 2012 Cappincur Industrial Estate, Tullamore. Co. Offaly i

controlled through the planning department of Offaly County Council and the granting and
entorcement section of the EPA as required in the Waste Licence.

It is therefore the view of this NIS that there is no likely impact upon local protected
environments, and it is not necessary to proceed with Stage Il of the Appropriate Assessment.
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Appendix 1:

NPWS Site Synopsys for Designated Sites
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SITE SYNQPSIS

SITE NAME: CHARLEVILLE WOOD

SITE CODE: 000571

Charleville Wood is a large Oak woodland surrounded by estate parkland and
agricultural grassland located about 3 km south-west of Tullamore. The site, which is
underlain by deep glacial deposits, includes a small lake with a wooded island, and a
stream runs along the westermn perimeter. The woodland is considered to be one of
very few ancient woodlands remaining in Ireland, with some parts undisturbed for at
least 200 years.

Some 10% of the woodland has been underplanted with conifers and other exotic
trees, but the rest of the area is dominated by Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur).
Apart from Oak, there is much Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and scattered Wych Elm
(Ulmus glabra), while Birch (Betula spp.) is a feature of the boggier margins. The
shrub layer is composed largely of Hazel (Corylus avellana), thom (Crataegus
monogyna) and Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa). The ground afer is varied, including
damp flushed slopes with Ramsons (Allium ursinum)anddrier, more open areas with
a moss sward composed largely of Rhyridiadelphus¥riguetris. The fungal flora of the
woodland is notable for the presence of several ,Q@Iyxomycete species, namely
Hemitrichia calyculata, Perichaena depressaPAgraurochaete atra, Collaria
arcyrionema, Stemonitis nigrescens and Qﬁ?&g}m deplanata. A number of unusual
insects have also been recorded in Chagevilie Wood, notably Mycetobia obscura
(Diptera), a species known from on{fo&é\othcr site in Ireland. The site is also notable
for the presence of a large populz{{i%@&t the rare snail species, Vertigo moulinsiana.

S

s
Extensive swamps of Bulrusl%ﬁgpha latifolia) and Bottle Sedge (Carex rostrata)
have developed in the lake sfraliows. The lake is an important wildfow] habitat - it
supports populations of Mute and Whooper Swan and a number of duck species,
including Teal, Wigeon, Shoveler, Pochard and Tufted Duck. The wooded island at
its centre is famed for its long history of non-disturbance. Hazel, Spindle (Euonymus
europaeus) and Ivy (Hedera helix) reach remarkable sizes here.

Charleville Wood is one of the most important ancient woodland sites in Ireland. The
woodland has a varied age structure and is relatively intact with both areas of closed
canopy and open areas with regenerating saplings present. The understorey and
ground layers are also well represented. Old Oak woodland is a habitat listed on
Annex I of the EU Habitats Directive, while the rare snail species, Vertigo
moulinsiana, is listed on Annex II of this directive. The wetland areas, with their
associated bird populations, the rare insect and Myxomycete species contribute further
to the conservation significance of the site.

6.12.1999

ENVIROCO Management [td
1890 522 000

EPA Export 25-04-2013:23:31:54



Natura lmpact Statement KMK Metals Recycling 1td 'EWIRéCO'
August 2012 Cappincur Industrial Estate, Tullamore, Co. Oftaly e

SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME: RAHEENMORE BOG

SITE CODE: 000582

This raised bog developed in a small basin in the catchment of two major river
systems i.e, the Brosna and the Boyne. It is situated about 5 km from Daingean. The
peat is very deep, being up to 15 m in places. The bog has a well-developed
hummock and hollow system.

The hummocks are often colonised by the mosses Sphagnum imbricatum and §.
Juscum. Pool areas support Great Sundew (Drosera anglica), the moss Sphagnum
cuspidatum and the liverwort (Cladopodielia fluitans). In places, moss lawns of
Sphagnum magellanicum have infilled the pools. Overall, the cover of Sphagnum
moss on the bog is very good. Away from the dome summit, Bog Asphodel
(Narthecium ossifragum) flats dominate the peat surface. Q@S&'

&
Some sections of old cutaway bog has narrow strips of Downy Bi \Q(Betula
pubescens) woodland developing. Much of the rest of the At é\ay is now un-
improved pasture and wet grassland, rich in Rushes (Jt@x@g“ﬁ)p.) and Purple Moor-
grass (Molinia caerulea). Valerian (Valeriana offic {f&@ Meadowsweet
(Filipendula ulmaria) and Brown Sedge (Carex c({ﬁ?m;h%‘) can also be found in fields at
the bog margins. In 1959, the very rare Rannog h (Scheuchzeria palustris),
found only in its only Irish Station in a near , was transplanted to Raheenmore
Bog. However, it has not been recorde{c{]&éigtﬁ\ly and may be now extinct.

O
Raheenmore Bog is within the breedir@?’en‘itory of a pair of Merlin, a scarce species
in Ireland and one that is listed on ex I of the EU Birds Directive. Other typical
bogland birds which breed inclx&)@ ed Grouse and Snipe.

The margins of the bog have been arterially drained in connection with the previous
Boyne Drainage Scheme. This could result in desiccation of the bog. However, the
majority of the bog dome is undrained and peat extraction has substantially
discontinued. On the western side, mineral springs feeding the lagg zone still survive.
(The lagg zone is the natural marginal drainage channel circumscribing the bog and
receiving water from the bog and adjacent mineral soil). Although the north-eastern
section suffered from burning in the past, the majority of the site is reiatively
unaffected by this practice at present.

Raheenmore Bog is a classical example of a Midland Raised Bog and the deepest
remaining in Ireland. This habitat is increasingly under threat in this country and
worldwide. The site is remarkably intact and is one of the few raised bogs where
restoration of the lagg zone 1s feasible.

10.1.1997
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SITE SYNOPSIS |

SITE NAME: CLARA BOG

SITE CODE: 000572

Clara Bog is situated some 2 km south of Clara village. Much of it is state-owned and
designated a statutory Nature Reserve.

Clara Bog has long been regarded as one of the most important lowland raised bogs in
the country, being the largest remaining example of the true Midland sub-type. It has
well developed hummock and hollow complexes and one of the few remaining soak
systems. The bog vegetation has been much studied and is well known. Variations in
the proportions of Bog moss (Sphagnum spp.), Heather (Callina vulgaris) and
Cottongrass (Eriophorum spp.) has been related o ecological features such as pools,
soaks and ridges.

&

Several rare invertebrate species are associated with the soak, inclga}mg the midge,
Lasiodiamesa sphagnicola, for which Clara Bog is its only kn Irish site, a click
beetle, Ampedus pomorum and another midge, Parhelo, onsimilis. The bog is

also important for the rare moss, Tetraplodon angus ﬁzﬁ% its only known Irish
station here. \Q

\\»

Clara Bog supports breeding Merlin (1-2 pa@? éscarce species in Ireland and one
that is listed on Annex I of the EU Birds @ve Red Grouse also breeds, along
with other common bogland spec1es<< sgs(t\l §§\\Meadow Pipit and Skylark.

To the east the transition into calcarsQ@s woodland, and to the north the transition to
the esker ridge have been ret nedkand some excellent examples of esker grassland
occur in the site. Some peri %:é\qreclalmed farmland is also included in the site,
because management unde en in these areas can have a profound effect upon the
rest of the bog. -

The site has been divided into a western and an eastern section by a road. The eastern
part of the site has been damaged by previous drainage attempts, however, restoration
work is in progress. Continuing peat extraction from the southern margins is also
damaging and has potential effect upon much of the internal bog, including the soak
system. Ideally the whole bog should be managed as a hydrological unit.

Active raised bogs, once characteristic of central Ireland, are now rare and vulnerable,
and have been recognised by the European Union as a habitat of international
importance. Ireland has a special responsibility to conserve the best of its remaining
bogs. Further drainage, peat extraction, burning or attempted land reclamation is not
consistent with this responsibility.

25.2.1999
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SETE SYNOPSIS

C RIVER RARROW AND RIVER NORE

SITE CODBE: 02162

Thaz sige consists of the reshwater stretches of the Barrow Nore Raver catchmanss as far
upstream s the Slieve Bloomy Mountaims and i also includes the ndal elements and
gatuary as far downsiream as Cregdun Head i Waterford - The site pazses through eighs
countizs - Ofaly. Kildare, Laots, Carlow. Kilkennv, Tipperany, Wesford and Waterford
Major soowns glong the edge of the site mciude Mountmellick, Portarhingron,
Monasterevin, \1r.~1dbd]l\; Atk Carlow, Leighlinbndps, Graguengmonaseh . New Ross,
bnistogze, Thomastown, Callan, Bernettshodge, Kalkenny and Dusrow The larger of the

many tributanies melude the Lerr, Fushoge, Mourzan, Ausehaeand, Owenass, Boherbaun
and Stracdhally Rivers of the Barepw and the Delowr, Dimn, Brkina, Charvee, Munster
Arngle snd RKong's Rivers on the Nore Both rvers nise i the Ol Red Sandstone of the
Slieve Bloom Mosrstains betore pasang through a band of Carbomferons shales and
sandstones The Nore, for a large part o ity course, treverses iimesione plans and thon
Old Rad Randstone for a short stresch below Thomsstown. Betore jonung the Barrow st
rung gver ingrsve rocks poor o sthice. The upper reaches of the Barros a@lxn runs
theeuish fmestone . The maddie reaches and mame of the castem 1r§m, ﬁh 5. sperood i the
Blackstaers Mountains, run through Lemster Gramite The soath &‘1&9 ik the Nore
runs orver mtrnsive rocks poor mosihica Waserford Harbour | é};\ o vadley excavated by
wlacaal fondwaters when the sea level was lower than md&) éﬁl, coast shelves quite

sevee] I sbeymean - T R T Y
rapeally alomg much of the shore, é}\l(@

A petolving sprngs,

s g candidate SAC selected Lor allusal \8\4\?@'\: dlasieds
st habotags o Annex Inl the F U Halwims Igﬁ.u” e The s
candidate SAL Tor obd oak woodlands, .hullll._éuu veelanonn extuary. eal oo,
Sepfeceriiee padtlals, Atlanbe salt meadioes, c;é\r sditervanean salt meadeess, div heath and
saproniue 2l herbs, all habuoas bsted on @fnes 1ol the E U Habatats Dirsctive The e
ehected for the ollowing speaes bsted on Aamex 1T ol the same divecive - Sea
L;ml ey, Ruver Lamprey, Brook Lanprey, Freshwater Peard Mussel, Nove Freshwate
Pewrt Mazsel, Cravlish, Twate Shad, Alante Salmoe, Otter, 1"]»:3:-,.1131:«1;&:1 s Wharl Snmi
Dertno giondiverionns and the Kidlamey Fern

e e alsey selected as o

Ciood esamplas of Alluvial Forest are seen at Rathsnapadias, Murphy s of the Rieer, 1a
Abheylor estate and alore other shorter stretches of both the ndal and freshowater
glaments of the site Typeest speetes sees inciade Almond Willow (Sediv mrigadin,
Wihite Wellow (Y afbu, Grey Willons U8 cimerea ), Crack Willow (8 fragdfing, Usier 1Y
sartadior, vath bnes Urir peeadacor), Hemioek Water-dropoort (F oaanie comeain,
Angelwea Clogefica syfvesei b Thivespebed Wood-sades iy sreigea), Peadulos
Sedee (€ peadilal, Meadowsweet (2 ipendeda wimario), Valevan [V oleriana
afficinadisy and the Red Date Book species Nettlesdeaved Beliflower [7 vyl
prachefiny. Theee vase inverzebeates have been recordad @ this habstar at Murplo s of
the I“{l'uri'f. Thewe are; Neogsora obfigeo (Diptera Syvrpbudael, Forancer frovi EDiptera
Sciogmyzidae) and f Ao wmbraranr {Diptera, Sewonnondael
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A poad examnle of petnfeing sprmpes with tera formatons occurs g Diesart Wood along
the Nore Thes s s rare habztag in Treland and one bated with priomee states on Annex Dot
the U Hadutats Dercotive These hard water springs are charactensed by e

st ustatons, often assonated with small walerlalls A nch brvopbsete Dora s tepacal
thee hadntar azel teo diggroste species, U ralamonrolt commiialinm v ir, cogumtanee and
Fucladiwm vorticd ot Bave been re andcd

The best m«..nu[ des ol old Oak woodiands are seer i the ancient Park EhD woordbaesd in
the estate at Abbeyler st Kyleadotne, on the Delour, Forest Wood House, Bovlecorach
and Brownstown Woods oa the Nore, and af Cloghrste Wood, Drameond Wooe and
Barrs Demesse on the Barow, though othes p.»m_t es aceur throughou the sie
Abbevlen Woods 145 a Jarge sact ol mxed decsduous woodland which s one of the only
remanung true ancient woodlands e lreland  Thstoneal reconds shewe that Park Bl bas
Freen conbamuously wooded since she sidteenth century and has the most complete wailien
record of any woodland m the countey. Tt supports a vanety of woodland kabitats and an
exceptmal diversity of SPECILS 13 peludime 22 nateve trees, 34 brvophyvies and 92 hichens
It also contains etzht ndicator species of ancieat woodlands. Park Hill 15 glso e site of
Twer rage plars, Nettheoleaved Bellflower and the moss Lewcendon solsenides Tobas a
typecal bard fauna mciuding Jay. Longeared Ol and Kaven, A rase mvertebrate,
Afrasioma olimvsomelos, ocours 1 Abbevlerss and oaly teo other siteg my the country.
Pwar Hies Chevsogasior vireseens and Hvbomsiorg sl foldi also occur he rare
Wby sonmvoete fungus, Liocw sviniung has heen recorded from ow D«*lﬂ{@@?’ at Abbey e

\\
Qak woodland covers parts of the valiey ade south of Wi sm cand s well developed
a1 Brownsfiord where the Nore ke sevaral shar p b 'mgg,o TP sreep ullm side 18 covernsd
by Chak {0 hrerons sppo ), Holiv ey agpudfolivmy .u ‘Cﬁ@% vl arvedfanay and Barch
{Rerhi ubescen) with some ln ech (Fogie iy '* a,,nd Ash U b iy execlsior. Al
the rees are regenerating Ih:m avener of [ié&aﬁ)ﬂ [Reehirs franicessy aep ) Fos

N i - %y - i -
Vi graadey prerpareert Wood i\.mﬁ g. wezitlin v @Qfg}u} and Hroad Buock er-Famm (oo
&’ff‘p[‘f)kn‘.g 1 (JO
&
3

O the steeply slopeng banks of the R Nare abows 5 kim west of Sow Rossom Coanty
Foalsenny, I\x eoorragh Woeds form g promment featurs in the landseape. Thisisan
expeliont exampie of & relas “undisturbed. relic Chakowoadland wath g very good free
canagy  The wood 1S guite n:m’m,» and there 15 a nich and vaned ground Tore. A
Bronwnsown o smalh, mature Qak-dominant woodland accurs on a sweep slope. Thare s
vaunger woocland to the north and east o it non throaehous s eovdent. The
undersiceey 15 samidar 1o the woods at Brovnsic 12 proung Sora of this weadland is
developed or acides, brovn earth tepe soil snd comprises & ek carpet of Bilberry

U veduams snyeadffes s, Reather (Calfirer vadgoresy, Hard Vern (Bechanm spreonsy o

B

Vand Hracken (Mrerdiven agpuilinms)

wheat (Aol spp

Baorrs Demiesne contwng a very good example of & semi-natural broad-leaved waoodlard

ey very pone] condition, Thare s 2 high dewree of nutural re-poneration of Ouak and

1

Ash through the woodland - A the nosthern end of the estate Oak species predomimate
Drumumond Wood, also on the Barron, conszsts of three blocks of decrduous woods
sitpated an steep slopes above the rver The deodbos trees are mostly Oak speoies

voof Holly (Hox ageefalmn), and the berh

Thi woods have a sl estabdishaed wr
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laver movaned, wath Brambles ahundiant Wrarehogm Cvarfaes ddevanmcasov hos also been
recordid

Eutmapdue tall h:‘rl» wegelation soours m association with the vanses arcas of alla sl
foresl and elsewhers where the Mood-plan of the nver 1 mact Charsciensue species of
the Babeat saclude Mesdowsweel (Poltpondida sfeoria), Purple Loosesirde (7 1'5‘!::"1:"#!
séddrcarna), Marsk Ragwors {Scovoio agrenionst, Groond Doy (8o chomea frodorec u) ard
Fledge Beadwesd (O alvrcgio sepunn). Tndsan Badsam | f:.ntmnnm whonduliferal,
istroduced asd mvasive species, s abundant i places

Flogtmg River Vevetabon s well represented m the Barcow snd e the many inbatarnes of

the stz In the Barrow the species Toumd include Water Starwores (Cwffirche spp b,
Canachary Pondwesad (fladfon conadonsay), Bullanas Rosk Clmiero Dorflionaex ), Milfond
Gelveiopdicllom spp Y, Poicascercron X adens, Broad-leaved Pondwesd (1% naron), Fennel
Foadweed (7. pecnnaned, Pedoliated Pondweed (8 perfofins and Consdionts
Uenniendus spp d The water guality of the Barro has impronved since the vegstation
surveny was carnied out (EPAL 1596)

Dy Heath at dhe sete oceurs i pockets slone the steep vadley sides of the rivers especally
i the Barrow Valiey and along the Barcows tributaries where they occur i the footdnlis of

the Blackstars Mountans, The dre heath vegetation alony the stopes of the ,,g, 2 bank
comsgiats of Bracken {(Feosiefiner aunifinnm ) and Gorse 110ex cnropuenn s }(‘n\@ue with
patches of acidic grasstwud vesetation, Addinionad tepieal species 1 el Heath
Badstraw (Ciafine savanlo ), Foxglove (giealis prpireat C Hf‘b‘&u\&mlt‘ {ikeney
ciccosi ) and Beng Grass Dlgpeais siednfera On the sieep gg?fa S hbove New Ress the
Red Duta Book speoes Greater Broomrape {4 rebaichn ragindsenns e ) has been
racorded. Where rocky outereps are showe oa the ai w&&&huw ) ceoinni L piifiies)
ard Wood Bosh (7 nzefa sphaiivn) are present. AL B \5|§\m.|s g sl ares of drv heath s
sersect with patches of lewiang .,s\ ui L suppedt A aumbar of Clover
s anctuding the lepally protected Clus: *rrd@@n er (Fredodimy wlomwramm) - 3
Cre L*wmw from aaly ang other site i Irelang I‘ 2 rassland com Uy 58
cspecizily well developed on the wes: side n‘éﬁc md-capped walls by the read On the
st af the cliffs a grogp of sm‘k«da\'@”%n;._:@%a:icsx:-cxw. o bBnulish Swnecrop (Sedum
condrerenn), Sheep's-hit (adane masana ) and Wild Madder {Kef povcgrmay, Fhese
wcks meo support good Heben and moss gssemblages with Aol sphformegea and

oo fgeer coliin

D Heath at the st generally prades oo wet wooidland ar wel swamp vegetation hwer
down the slopes or the river bank. Ulose to the Blacksiairs Mountains, sn the foothills
aszngiated with the Avghoabrshy, Acshavaud and Mowntan Bivers shere are st
patches of wer beath dosunaged by Purple Moor-wrass (3 i ;u.wwfz a b with Heather
{0 el e vielearesy, Formenee ] {Prve il ¢ reerer), Camanion Sedee (e poasiiea ) gnd
Boll Hewhoer [ crnerea)

Salimeadows gecur at the southe section of the sue m odd meadosws whicre th
mbankmen: has boeen broached, along the gdal stretches of in-Howang movers h;";il‘.\“
e of Cornmon Beed ( Pluwemries)

Stakestowen House, 10 s narrow bagwd on the channed 5

heds and inonarmew fragmented steps alonyg the apen shorshne In the arger areas of salt
seadorn, aotably at Carnekeloney, Ballulaw Ferew and Rochesiown an the west bank,
Frsherstoon, Adderton and Geeat Jeland to Dunbaody on the east bank, the ;‘alsemlac arsd
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Medierramean sub types ane }_""Il;‘!.’l”\‘ ll’ﬂ!.‘ll1li“‘(f‘t’| At the appur edie of the saly meadows
i the narseay gootenal areas bordermy the prasslards odwre there g5 sienshoam

rereolation of saly warer, the legally [\mlulmi i Borrer’s Sabtearsh-;
(HPacemedha faverowdaonn) and Meadow Basloy hmr form sevadinny (Flora Pmtx Chon
Orcer, F9871 are Doond - The very rare Dhvided Se

Rush Ginnces smoasiores) 1 also preseat. (Mher plants recorded and assoo

e ores dovisa) 15 also fonnd. Sea
atead wiil saly
mesadows melude Sea Aster Ldowr pepadinny, Sea Thodt Ledemee frm"f'.'.'.!ml Nea Coueh
(i prosibees ). Speaz-teaved Orache Clirgdon pevsnaiay Lesser Sea-spurrey
Uhperadoeiine merie), Rea Arcooocorass U vigfocfin i) ane Sea Plaes
i}

e

s £ e

Saficoenda and odher annuals colonismye med and sand are found in the creeks of the
alsmarshes and m I sseaveard edees of thamy The habstar alse occurs in small smouns
o some stretches of the shore free of siooes

Fhe estuary aned the other Habitats Directive Annex T habitass wathin i1 form a farge
componant of the aite. Extensive areas of ntertidal flats, conpnsed of substrates ranging
fram fine, sl mud o coarse sand wath pebblesstones ars present. Good quality
intartsdal 5zar’d and mudflats have developed on a linear shalf on the western sada of
Waterford Harbour, extendine for over & km from m"h o south between Passape ast
and Crea 1 ran Head. and i places are over | ko owade, The sediments are mostly fism
sands. though grade i muddy sands towards the upper shore Thew lmV & pypacal
macre-invertebrate fauna. Ll aracteised by poy chaetes and sivalves &8mmon :
eclude drvadonda maring, Nepiys oemberai Soafopfox ;rzwr"\\{ é\wmh RIS T .“md

Cgrosionderme eolinke 0?3, \0\

oreraliv

Thie western share of the harbour s H0NY é\&@?} i by Lo oliffs of glacial
drifr A1 Woodstown there 1s a sandy beach. now Ny @nflusnced by recreation pressurs
g erosion Hehind o g fagoona’ marsh has hce*;@@ arded which runs westwands from
Uiaulaere |odes alon-' rlr aree ol @ slow s Q &\Q An extensive reedhad ¢ 5 hers
Avthe edyes s asall enated by sedpss (@irev spp 1 Mesdoasweet, Willowhern
PEgeduhim spp tand r 2 LAces spp bW ‘.w.'sdf;uu, asoocowrs This ares supports
populations of reproal '.x:'nc«'hr::if-; inchudige? staliard, Snope. Sedee Warbler and Waner

oS
Rl

Uhe dunes wheeh fringe the seand st Duncannan are dominazed by Marram grass

LAmmapdta arenaria) wowards the sea Ciber species present anclude Wilkd Sape (Sala
vorfenacet, w rare Red Data Boek specses The rocks around Duncannen Sord have 2 nch
tlivza of 4
s namber af coasial speaes on edpes, incduding Theett (dmmeria nertinn ), Rk

waweods tvpecal of an n-du e lx expuserd shore and the chifts themselbves support
Samphire (4 ethm warsannen and Buck's-horn Plantain [/ amiego coronnpus)

Other babitats whaeh oceur throwshaour the sie inchude wer prasstand, marsh, zeed swamp,
trnprovedd presslard, arable land, quarnies, comferos plantauons, decsdoons wopdland,
seruly and ponds

Sevenseen Red Dota Book plant species have heen recorded withie g e, most in e
recent past These are Killarney Fem (Trrcfimanes spoecrssum), Thivsded Sedue (Carey
ivisan, Clastered Cloves (Tetfolivnn plomeranion), Basid Thy e (doisos gevensey), Hemp

et L ey comyadifodic)), Borner s Salteaush Geeass (Prcoisclivag foncidare)
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Semdow Barlow 1 ordfoss secadimnm ) Opposste-ioaved Pordweed tiroendondia dessan,
;»\\l‘.un:u Crowus U elobroan ardmnale y Sodd Save Cforg yorbero), Mestle-leaved
Bellflowses (Crmperrrddee oo foane), Bawe-wont Uhorvateda o) Bsd Chaeros E v
puichien ) Bhee Fleabarse {Fogeren acer Phy Orcheb (odphrrs wsecnforay, Broomeape
{drobanche fwederae) and Creater Broomzape (Chvobgsciie rapnn-gonisiac) OF these the
Pesl ez are protected under the Flora Protectos Ordes 19990 Thvded Sedee (€ arey
divea] was thought w be extinet but has been oond s few Tocations i the wote e

ah Inoaddibon plants whiels doomot have o very wade distnbumon w the country are

sedue {0 arey aergosa) Fiekd Gardhie

found s the siee mchoding Than-spiked Wo
{ AN e v rocenont and Sumoner Snccoactlake (Foncopi avsiivi) Six race hobens,
wdicanors ol ancrent woadland, arve feund weleding oo faciovircns and £
prctemscreiar The sare sovss Deireodlon setroides alse occurs

The sste =5 very important for the presence of o rumber of EU Halntats Direchive Anses |
arnud species wmcluding Freshwater Peard Muossel (Margoritfony margaritifora and M
i durrovensiny, Freshwater Crayfish (Awsireponamebing pallipes), Salman {ade sadar),
Tasste Shad Clfo fellan fellony, three Lamnprey species - Rea (Pogromyzon meteinns),
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SITE SYNOPSIS
SITE NAME : SPLIT HILLS AND LONG HILL ESKER

SITE CODE : 001831

Split Hills and Long Hill Esker is a Skm long site which crosses the main Galway-Dublin
road mid-way between Kilbeggan and Tyrrellspass in Co. Westmeath, Itis a very
prominent feature on the local landscape.

The main habitat is of semi-natural woodland dominated by Hazel (Corylus avellana),
Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), and Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). Oak (Quercus robur),
Wych Elm (Ulmus glabra) and Irish Whitebeam (Sorbus hibernica) are important
constituents. There are very fine examples of these trees lhroug%ut the site: some Hazel
trees, in particular, are impressive. The ground flora is spegi€s-rich and includes
Primrose (Primula vulgaris), Enchanter’s Nightshade (Circ@ea lutetiana), Golden
Saxifrage (Chryscsplenium oppositifolium), Bluel Hyacinthoides non-scripta),
Ground Ivy (Glechoma hederacea), Sanicle (Sa ieuropaea) and other typical
woodland plants. The scarce woodland grass\Q% d Fescue (Festuca altissima), is
present, and the scarce Bird's-nest Orchid{(*@}e@?la nidus-avis) has also been recorded
here. The presence of Wych Elm is ing’ﬁ%ﬁ‘ng in view of its decline due to Dutch Elm
Disease. K &0\$

S
Several areas of species-rich caféo ous grassland occur, with typical calcicole species
such as Yellow-wort (Blackstopi& perfoliata), Carline Thistle (Carlina vulgaris),
Mountain Everlasting (Antegfaria dioica) and Early-purple Orchid (Orchis mascula).
These occur on unstable Q;ﬂ%‘:iﬂ active quarry faces, and on cleared woodland areas.
Areas of scrub with Blaékthorn (Prunus spinosa) and Gorse (Ulex europaeus) occur, and
regenerating Hazel (Corylus avellana) scrub exists in some areas where woodland has
been cleared. Other habitats in the site include a small lake and freshwater marsh with
Slender Sedge (Carex lasiocarpa).

Narrow-leaved Bittercress {Cardamine impatiens) occurs among the woodland flora at
this site. It is an annuat or biennial, whose populations are known to 'disappear’ in some
years only to ‘reappear’ again. The species is protected under The Flora Protection Order
(1999), and this is its only known location in Ireland. Another protected species, Hemp
Nettle (Galeopsis angustifolia), occurs on more open ground on the esker.

The main threat to the esker is quarrying for sand and gravel: this activity already occurs
on the site at several locations. Grazing is a critical factor affecting esker habitats. The
presence of too many grazers causes damage to the ground vegetation in both woodlands
and grasslands and prevents regeneration of woody species. If the grazing level is too
low, grasslands are vulnerable to the encroachment of scrub at the expense of species
which require open conditions. Fertiliser application, associated with agricultural
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SITE SYNOPSIS

SITE NAME: CLONASLEE ESKERS AND DERRY BOG

SITE CODE: 0600859

Located approximately Skm west of the town of Clonaslee, this site consists of a
series of morainic hills and esker ridges which are the legacy of the last period of
glaciation. To the north-west the Derry Hills are two isolated hills situated in a bog,
which forms part of the site. The main esker ridge runs along the southern part of the
site. The site contains a population of the rare snail Vertigo geyeri, a species listed
under Annex Il of the E.U. Habitats Directive.

An unusual assemblage of plants is found on the western part of the esker and on the
Derry Hills. Calcicole species such as Mountain Everlasting (dntennaria dioicay),
Yellow-wort (Blackstonia perfoliata), Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella) and
Carline Thistle (Carlina vulgaris) grow with species more typical ofaécid heaths.
These include Tormentil (Porentilla erecta), Fragrant Orchid (Gymradenia
conapsed), Goldenrod (Solidago virgaurea) and Ling Heather (§alluna vulgaris).
Wood Vetch (Vicia sylvatica) and Bitter-Vetch (Lathyry @’hanus) occur in
limestone heath on the Derry Hills. These species aregferyrestricted in their ’
distribution in Ireland. Blue Moor-grass (Sesleria igﬁns) has also been recorded, a |
rare occwrrence of this species in a location east & iver Shannon.
O &

Small disused gravel pits occur within the Y?@ﬁ{/\hich are vegetated by species such as
Field Madder (Sherardia arvensis), Co(xﬁx\@\w}ﬁtlowgrass (Erophila verna) and
Thyme-leaved Sandwort (4renaria sifro@l?ifolia).

O

Both the southern esker and the D S Hills support patches of woodland. In some
areas, an open canopy of SessiletOak (Quercus petraea) and Silver Birch (Betula
pendula) occurs. Beneath Lh]gf the ground flora includes Wood Anemone (Anemone
nemorosa), Wood Sage (Teucrium scorodonia) and Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus).
In the southwestern part of the site, woodland dominated by Hazel (Corylus avellana)
is more common. Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and
Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) also occur, with Oak and Birch.

To the east of the road water percolates down through the glacial material of the esker
ridge and emerges in a series of small, calcium-rich springs which flow into cutaway
bog to the north. This results in the creation of a species-rich alkaline fen, a habitat
that is listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive. Black Bog-rush (Schoenus
nigricans) dominates the vegetation here. Also present are Pale Butterwort
(Pinguicula lusitanica), Meadow Thistle (Cirsium dissectum), Round-leaved Sundew
(Drosera rotundifolia) and the distinctive Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera). The latter
species is confined to parts of the west and Midlands, where it occurs only
occasionally. Derry Bog, which is a cutaway raised bog, lies to the north-west of the
site. This supports a typical range of bog mosses and flowering plants, such as Ling
Heather and Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum),
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The rare snail Vertigo geyeri was recorded from the fen area at this site in 1998. This
species is a glacial relic with a disjunct European population, which is considered
vulnerable due to loss of habitat, particularly through drainage. It is listed on Annex
I1 of the E.U. Habitats Directive,

Two plant species, protected under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999, occur within
the site. Wood Bitter-Vetch (Vicia orobus) occurs in quantity among Qak/Birch
scrub on Derry Hills. This species has declined due to land reclamation and has only
been seen at one other location since 1970. Basil Thyme (4cinos arvensis) occurs in a
disused gravel pit and has been seen at only three other sites since 1970. This species
favours open gravel and has declined due to the agricultural use of herbicides. Blue
Fleabane (Erigeron acer) had been recorded with Basil Thyme at this site. This
species s rare and threatened in Ireland and is listed in the Red Data Book as a
species confined mostly to open gravel habitats in central and south-eastern Ireland.

A significant landuse practice within the site is the extraction of gravel. One quarry
west of the road is currently being worked. This activity leads directly to destruction
of the esker and irreparable damage to the site. Some of the esker grasslands (mostly
at the western end) are variously improved either for pasture or\\j%i" arable farming.

This site is of conservation importance for the presenee %gglkalme fen vegetation and
is considered one of the best sites in the south- east(és\ for this habitat. Also of |
interest is the extremely unusual assemblage of, assocxated with the esker

ridges, which includes three rare plants two @f%@ch are legally protected in Ireland.

Of further conservation importance is the@* é\ of the rare snail Vertigo geyeri.

°9 \
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SITE SYNGPSIS
SITE NAME: SLIEVE BLOOM MOUNTAINS SPA

SITE CODE: 004160

The Slieve Bloom Mountains SPA is situated on the border between Counties Offaly and Laois, and runs
along a north-east/south-west aligned ridge for approximately 25 km. Much of the site is over 200 m in
altitude, rising to a maximum height of 527 m at Arderin. The mountains are of Old Red Sandstone,
flanked by Silurian rocks, Several important riveys rise within the site, including the Barrow, Delour and
Silver.

The site has a near continuous ridge of mountain blanket bog, with wet and dry heaths also well
represented. Species present in these habitats include Ling Heather (Caffuna vuigaris), Crowberry
(Empetrum nigrum), Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus}, Cottongrasses (Erfophorum spp.), Deergrass (Scirpus
cespitosus) and Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum). Much of the slopes are afforested, and overall
conifereous plantations account for ¢ 60% of the site. The forests include first and second rotation
plantations, with both pre-thicket and post-thicket stands present. Substantial areas of clear-fell are also
present at any one time. The principal tree species present are Sitka Spruce (Picea sitchensis) and
Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta). The remainder of the site is mostly rough g \g%sland that is used for hill
farming. This varies in composition and includes some wet areas with r@hes {(fJuncus spp.) and some
areas subject to scrub encroachment. Some stands of deciduous wood&éﬁd also occur, especially within

the river valleys. 0(\
\O
The site is a Special Protection Area (SPA) under the E.U. B{@% ective, of special conservation interest
for Hen Harrier. Q &\
OQ

This SPA is one of the strongholds for Hen Harrier i %x.\ountry and, indeed, is the most easterly regular
population. A survey in 2005 resulted in five confirpsed and three possible breeding pairs, whereas ten
confirmed pairs and one possible pair had Kéénitecorded in the 1998-2000 period. These numbers
represent c. 5% of the national total. The mifof forestry and open areas provides optimum habitat
conditions for this rare bird, which is listed nnex | of the E.U. Birds Directive. The early stages of new
and second-rotation conifer plantations the most frequently used nesting sites, though some pairs
may still nest in tall heather of unplantéf’bogs and heath. Hen Harriers will forage up to ¢ 5 km from the
nest site, utilising open bog and moorland, young conifer plantations and hill farmland that is not too
rank. Birds will often forage in openings and gaps within forests. In Ireland, small -birds and small
mammals appear to be the most frequently taken prey.

The site is also a traditional site for a breeding pair of Peregrine. Several pairs of Merlin are known to
breed within the site but further survey is required to determine the exact status of this small falcon. Both
of these species are also listed on Annex | of the E.U. Birds Directive. Red Grouse is found on many of the
unplanted areas of bog and heath - this is a species that has declined in Ireland and is now Red-listed.

The main threat to the long-term survival of Hen Harriers within the site is further afforestation, which
would reduce and fragment the area of foraging habitat, resulting in possible reductions in breeding
density and productivity. The observed decline between the 1998-2000 and 2005 surveys may be real and
due to habitat change as a result of maturation of conifer plantations. Much of the unplanted blanket bog
is a Statutory Nature Reserve.

Overall, the site provides excellent nesting and foraging habitat for breeding Hen Harrier and is among the

top five sites in the country for the species. It is also likely to be of national importance for breeding
Merlin.

16.5.2007
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Appendix 2

Appropriate Assessment Screening Criteria
- prepared by ENVIROCO Management Ltd to establish content of this NIS
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Describe the
individual elements
of the project (either

alone or in
combination  with
other ~ plans  or

projects) - likely to
give rise to impacts
on the Natura 2000
site

No likely impacts on Natura 2000 sites. Aspects of the development
inspected include:

Increase in activity (waste acceptance and processing) from 20,000 tonnes
per annum (tpa) to approximately 35,000 tpa

All site buildings in place with full planning permission for their
construction.

All activities to be maintained to the current floor space and all emissions
controlled and reported to the national environmental authority

(Environmental Protection Agency — EPA).

Describe any likely

direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the project (either alone or in

combination with other plans or projects) on Natura 2000 site by virtue of:

a) Size, scale, area,
land-take  distance
from NATURA
2000 site or key
features of the site

The development will not see an increase in floor space, internally or
externally from existing development. All existing structures and work
areas are on impermeable concrete surfaces with drainage to specified
interceptors. The closest Natura 2000 site is located over 3km from the site
— Charleville Wood (000571)

b) Plan sector

The development application is for theé‘ﬁcrease in tonnages to be processed
on site, from below threshold leve \(<25 000 tpa) to a level requiring an
Environmental Impact Assess&gq‘??‘\ tatement, and associated improvements
to site welfare facilities to @S}modate the increase in employee numbers.

c¢) Physical changes
that will flow from
the project or plan

No notable physical cha @g@\@vﬂl occur on site through this application. Up-
grade works to the ng waste water treatment plant and percolation
design are 1equnq§@l9ut not seen as detrimental as the footprint of the
system will not@?ﬁ@%lg}mhcantly

Groundwater ag&’o rainwater collection for water supplies, energy from the
Electricity ngpply Board (ESB), diesel fuel for vehicles, heating o1l, waste
electrical @id electronic equipment (WEEE), metals, metal based materials
for the operation of onsite activities.

Air emissions from on-site vehicles and one stack emission point, noise
from site equipment and operations, domestic wastes from administration
and welfare areas to proposed improved wastewater treatment plant and
percolation area, internally generated refuse waste (employee and office
generated materials) to incinerator off-site, residual wastes from imported
materials for further processing off-site, onward transport of processed
WEEE and metals for recovery oft-site.

No notable expansion of the concrete footprint is required on site. The
improvement to the wastewater treatment plant will require alterations to the
lands in and around the existing percolation and treatment unit. There will
be an estimated removal of 100tonnes of soil/stone materials.

The development requires good road infrastructure, for the access of
employees and the delivery and removal of waste materials and processed
waste materials. This is accommodated by the close proximity of the
National Road system (<0.5Km from industrial park entrance).

d) Resource
requirements

e) Emission and
waste

1) Excavation
requirements

f) Transportation
requirements

g) Duration  of
construction,

The development is currently built and in full operation. This plan is for the
increase in tonnages to a level that requires an EIA/S. The NIS is therefore
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operation,
decommissioning
etc

concerned with the increase in operations. including cumulative impacts
from the existing activity. No closure lite span has been identified for the
site, decommissioning procedure was identified in the EIS.

h) Plan | The plan is to go to the competent authority — Oftfaly County Council for

implementation permission to accommodate operations to 35,000 tonnes per annum of waste

period materials. If granted, a licence review from the Agency (EPA) will
regularise the operations on-site including the proposed increase in
tonnages.

i) Distance from | The closest Natura 2000 site from the proposed development is Charleville

Natura 2000 site or
key features of the
site

Wood SAC, located about 3km to the southwest.

J) Cumulative
impacts with other
projects or plans

No major construction. industrial, commercial or agricultural developments
are proposed in the local area. The development is located within an
existing industrial park, with further industrial zoned land to the south and
west. The controls on emissions from the site 1s well documented with
reports to the EPA and no likely cumulative impacts with neighbouring
industries are likely to effect the identified Natura 2000 sites.

¢ Other | No significant plans or projects are pr@posed in the vicinity of this

projects/plans  that | development. There are no other WEE(@\ processors in the local area that

might act in | would have similar emissions. Otherd Sdustrial and commercial enterprises

combination are present, but from the Ial%;ggdotpunt ot this development, enabling
control of emissions within Q@b\x ca, no combination influences on Natura
2000 sites are likely. Q ‘?9‘

1) Impact | Potential for increases '&ﬁilt, noise, tratfic, air emissions, from this plan.

identification Overall, no impact tg-fighnearest SAC.

m) Boundaries for | Physical emissions@g@\n the operational phases ot the developments, within

assessment the site area, and irﬁ%umulativc scenarios with surrounding developments

n) Pathway | The most llkt@\)dthway for impact from the site to a Natura 2000 site is

identification through the éi‘oundwatel via percolation, through surface water land drains

from discharges, from air movements for stack and ambient air emissions
and from topography enabling light or noise impacts

0) Prediction of the
extent or magnitude
of the identified
cumulative effects

Groundwater impacts are not identified from a review of results submitted
to the EPA.

Surface water impacts are low, impacting no further than the local land
drain

Noise 1s masked by local road infrastructure (traffic movements on
infrastructure)

Light is masked by local road infrastructure lighting and lighting from
Tullamore Town

p) Assessment of the
potential cumulative
impacts  which are
likely to be
significant

The distances to the closest Natura 2000 sites are relatively large and the
emissions from the development are unlikely to have potential impact on the
sites.

Describe any likely
changes to the site
arising as a result of:

No potential impacts are likely to any recorded Natura 2000 site from the
proposed development.
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Reduction in habitat
areas, disturbance to
key species, habitat
or species
fragmentation,

reduction in species
density, changes in
key indicators of
conservation value
(water = quality etc.)
climate change

. " . 5 : —
The development will not increase its concrete footprint through the
granting of this plan. No direct impacts, cumulative impacts or combination
impacts are likely to effect any identitied site.

Describe any likely
impacts on the
Natura 2000 site as a
whole in terms of:
interference with the
key  relationships
that  define  the
structure of the site
and/or interference
with key
relationships  that
define the function
of the site

No likely impacts on any noted Natura 2000 site 1s likely from this proposed
development — see main report for full discussion.
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Provide indicators of
significance as a
result of the
tdentification of
effects set out above
in terms of: loss,
fragmentation,
disruption,
disturbance, change
to key elements of
the site (e.g. water
quality etc)

The site will not impi %—g@%over, adjoin, cause direct, indirect or cumulative
impact upon any regogfised Natura 2000 site.
ey
N
;\0
&

S

Describe from the
above those
elements of the
project or plan, or
combination of
elements, where the
above impacts are

likely to be
significant to where
the scale or
magnitude of
impacts is  not
known.

As discussed in the main report, no impacts upon any noted Natura 2000
site 1s likely from this proposed plan.

The application is for an increase in waste handling capacity to levels
greater than 25,000 tpa.
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““Finding of No Significant Effects” Report Matrix

The format of this report follows that set out in the Assessment of plans and projects significantly
affecting Natura 2000 Site: Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. Report prepared for the European Commission, Environment DG, by the
Impacts Assessment Unit, School of Planning, Oxford Brookes University, Gipsy Lane, Headington,
Oxford OX3 O0BP, United Kingdom. ISBN 92-828-1818-7. Luxembourg: Office for Official
Publications of the EC.

Planning permission to Offaly County Council for a change of use of the
existing premises from storage/ warehousing use to use for the processing of
waste electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE), waste metals and
metallic based materials, an increase in the annual waste intake to 35,000
tonnes, the provision of a new esb substation, switch rooms and ancillary
accommodation, new open plan offices, the upgrading of the existing
effluent treatment system, a revised percolation area and all associated site
works at Cappincur, Tullamore, Countx\é)\ffaly. The existing site measures
1.29 hectares. oS

Charleville Wood (000571); Raktenmore Bog (0005820); Clara Bog
(000572); Split Hills And\ @@ Hill Esker (001831); River Barrow and
River Nore (002162) &%

Description  of  the | Increase in tonnage li]@f{@%m 20,000 tpa to approximately 35,000 tpa, with

Name of Project or
Plan

Name and location of
Natura 2000 site

Project or Plan associated improve)méﬁtsoto welfare facilities
Is the Project or Plan L

. ) S
directly connected with N

or necessary to the site
management for nature
conservation?

Are there other projects
or plans that together | No. There are no identified cumulative or combination plans or projects
with the project or plan | that assessed with this plan will deliver positive or negative outcomes for
being assessed could | any of the identitied Natura 2000 sites.

affect the site?

A . . .
No. The develgpment will not see any benefit or improvement management
to any of thg entified Natura 2000 sites.

The Assessment of Signiticance of Effects

Describe  how  the
project or plan (alone
or in combination) is | No likely affects noted.
likely to affect the
Natura 2000 site
Explain  why these | The controls on site, regular reporting to the national authority (EPA) and
effects are not | the distances and nature of conservation at the identified sites are seen as
considered significant | more than sufficient to reduce likelihood of affects from the development.
Data collected to carry out the assessment

Who carried out the
assessment?

ENVIROCO Management Ltd email info@enviroco.ie
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Sources of data

Desk studies by the assessor and consultation with relevant agencies.
Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds

Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of natural habitats and of
wild fauna and flora

Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
establishing a framework for the Community action in the field of water
policy.

European Commissions, (2002) Assessment of plans and projects
significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites. Office for Publications of the
European Communities, Luxembourg.

National Parks and Wildlife Service, Site Synopsis for River Barrow and
River Nore SCI.

SI No. 272 of 2009- European Communities Environmental Objectives
Surface Water Regulations 2009

Level of assessment | Desktop study, field studies, consultation, etc. A high degree of confidence
completed can be attributed to the results of the assessment.

Where can the full This document.

results of the

assessment be assessed
or viewed?

Further information may also be had from the assessor: ENVIROCO

Management Ltd, info@enviroco.ie &
&

Overall conclusions

0&0

Explanation of how the
overall conclusion was
arrived at

Following the review of the@&f%sed development in accordance with the
“Methodological gmdanc@'gg@the provision of Article 6(3) and (4) of the
Habitats Directive QZ@Q@\ and The Guidance Document “Appropriate
Assessment of Pl &Z‘nd Projects in lIreland: Guidance for Planning
Authorities (200%? «a screening Matrix and Findings of No significant
Effects Matnx@%@(}’been completed.
This  screenin®” process was carried out to ascertain if the
Developme ?’roject was likely to have a signiticant effect on the Natura
2000 Sites" The development has selected a location significantly removed
from local Natura sites and will be serviced by ground well and up-graded
waste water treatment system complete with biological treatment via a sand
filter system.
It was concluded that the development will not have a significant impact or
impact directly on the integrity of any of the identitied Natura Sites, either
directly, indirectly or in conjunction with other developments in the area.
The development is not located within a Natura 2000 Site
There will be no disturbance of habitat, loss ot habitat, or fragmentation of
existing habitat to any Natura 2000 site.
All construction and ancillary improvement works as proposed will ensure
that there will be no significant impacts on the local water courses.
It was concluded that the development will not impact directly or indirectly
in a cumulative manner with any other plans or projects in the area on any of
the Natura 2000 Sites as considered in detail above because there will be no
discharge of water, effluent, hazardous waste and/or silt from the site, light,
noise emissions or visual intrusiveness onto the Natura 2000 Site from the
development.
Therefore, the screening report finds that the development does not require
further appropriate assessment.
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Appendix 3

Correspondence with the National Parks and Wildlife Services (NPWS)
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS
LocCall 1850 522 000 y

I National Parks and Wildlife Service
7 Ely Place
/ Dublin 2

/ 21% March 2012

/ RE: Scoping for Proposed Planning Application and associsted Environmental

/ Impact Statement (EIS) in relation to a Waste Licence Review Application
/ (W0113-04) to the Environmental Protection Agency for KMK Metals Recycling
/’ Ltd, Cappincur Industrial Estate, Daingean Road, Tullamore, Co Offaly.

i Dear Sir/Madam, , &

,/ I am writing to you in relation to an existing waste hc@e review.application for KMK
i Metals Recycling Ltd, submitted to the Envmonm ) Protection Agency on the 20-10-
i 2009. This waste licence review is for an e ous and non hazardous metals
; and waste electrical and electronic equi EE) waste management facility at
| Cappincur Industrial Estate, Daingean Road)Tullamore Co. Offaly. KMK Metals is
operating at its Cappincur facility si 85 and has waste licenses for this facility

ince 2002. <

;! since ;\\O{\(\é\

i

| Offaly County Council pl%egmé) authority hes deemed that a_planning_spplication
! topether with an Envi Impact Statement (EIS) is ired for the waste
: license review apphcaho the basis of a proposed increase in annual tonnages from

! 20,000 to 35,000 tonn\e@‘\at the facility.

\ ENVIROCO M ement Ltd, an environmental consultancy company in Tullamore,
} is working wifly KMK Metals on the preparation of the Planning Application and
\ associated Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for submission to Oﬁ'aly County
\ Council.

| The KMK. Metals waste licence facility site location is indicated on the attached
’ location map. KMK Metals, is operating as an existing hazardous and non hazardous
\ metal] waste and electrical and electronic waste transfer facility in sccordance with their
existing waste licence (ref W0113-03) and wishes to have their existing licensed
annual waste acceptance tonnage increased from 20,000 tonnes to 35,000 tonnes per
year in order to provide for future business growth and expansion.

1

BOW HOUSE O'MOORE STREET TULLAMORE CO. OFFALY
\\T: 057 935 2200 ° F: 057 9352342 © email: Info@enviroco.le ¢ www.enviroco.le
\ Registered in Jreland, Number 297801 « Directors: A, Fahey. D. Fahey

ENVIROCO Management Ltd
1890 522 000

&3

EPA Export 25-04-2013:23:31:55



The types of waste will remain the same i.e. metallic wastes and waste electrical &
electronic equipment (WEEE). All waste accepted 1o the site is for recycling and
recovery only.

The site covers an area of approximately 1.27 Ha (12,733m?). The site yard areas
contain industrial buildings and are covered with concrete. The waste management
facility is located in an existing Industrial Estate and is approximately 1km east of
Tullamore town. The Industrial Estate is surrounded by zoned industrial land with some
once off rural housing close by along the Daingean road.

As part of the scoping process for this application we wish to inform you of the
application and address any queries that you may have in relation to the proposed site
activities.

The Environmental Impact Statement will thoroughly address all possible
environmental impacts of the proposed development may have on the surrounding
environment. We would welcome any input or comments that the National Parks and
Wildlife Service (NP'WS) may have in relation to this application, to ensure that these
can be addressed prior to submission to the Planning Authority as part of the proposed
planning application. \\}05?”

Yours Sincerely

Nedl ol B

Niall Nally 77 &Qéy\*
Senior Environmental Consultant. OQQ é\’\

B.Sc, M.Sc, AIEMA, MCIWM é’,\\
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