
Appendix A 
 

Consultation Letter 
 
Dear, 
 
PM Group is undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the 
proposed Derryclure Energy Centre at Derryclure, Tullamore, Co Offaly. 
 
The site is approximately 5km south of Tullamore on the N80 Tullamore to Portlaoise 
Road, adjacent to the Derryclure Landfill. 

 

Project Description 

Glanpower Ltd. (www.glanpower.com) plans to develop an Energy-from-Waste 
facility to be known as Derryclure Energy Centre at Derryclure, Co. Offaly (Figure 1), 
which will utilise biomass and mixed municipal waste materials to generate 
renewable energy. The proposed system can process virtually any organic material, 
converting it into forms of usable energy that can be consumed at the source or 
supplied to customers via the electricity grid. 

At the core of the technology is a process known as Pyrolysis.  It is a well-established 
technology for converting organic materials into a clean-burning natural gas product, 
which is then used for power production, or can be further processed to produce 
other fuels.   

 

Glanpower Ltd 

Glanpower is a wholly owned and operated Irish Company, dedicated to the 
development and operation of environmentally sustainable, alternative power 
generation projects in Ireland and abroad.   Glanpower’s aim is to produce energy 
which is dependable, cost-effective, environmentally responsible, and which is 
derived from renewable sources. In order to achieve this, they make every possible 
use of innovative, cutting edge technology with proven green credentials. 

Process Description 

Pyrolysis involves the decomposition of organic substances by heating in the 
absence of air/oxygen.  The proposed system has been developed as an efficient 
means of converting biomass and waste into a clean gas for use in CHP (combined 
heat and power) and electricity production without generating hazardous toxins that 
other technologies may emit.  

The proposed system is explained simplistically as follows: 

• Incoming fuel is thermally decomposed in a kiln at high 
temperature in the absence of oxygen. 

• The hydrogen rich gases formed in the kiln are scrubbed to 
remove any contaminants.  

• The cleaned gas is then combusted in an engine, gas turbine or 
a boiler, thereby generating energy.  

• Non-volatile fractions in the fuel are turned to a solid char.  

• The char is further combusted in a secondary process to deliver 
the heat to the kiln. 
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The process will be contained in a purpose designed building which will also contain; 
waste reception, waste conditioning, Glanpower Ltd head-office and Research and 
Development facilities.  

The waste reception and conditioning will include a range of standard waste handling 
units for removal of ferrous metals, non-ferrous metals, plastics and drying of the 
feedstock.  The building will be hermetically sealed with active air handling systems 
to contain and treat and odours.  

 

Environmental Impact Statement 

The proposed development falls within the scope of Schedule 5, Part 1 of the 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, and therefore an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is required and will accompany the planning 
application. 

The primary objective of the EIS is to identify baseline environmental and socio-
economic conditions in the area of the proposed development, predict potential 
beneficial and/or adverse effects of the development and propose appropriate 
mitigating actions where necessary. 

The EIS will be prepared according to the ‘Grouped Format Structure’ as outlined in 
the EPA’s Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact 
Statements (EPA, 2002). The EIS will be divided into a Non-Technical Summary and 
chapters as follows:  

• Chapter 1: Introduction 

• Chapter 2: Description of the Project 

• Chapter 3: Planning and Policy Context 

• Chapter 4: Human Beings  

• Chapter 5: Landscape and Visual  

• Chapter 6: Soils, Geology and Hydrogeology  

• Chapter 7: Flora and Fauna 

• Chapter 8: Noise and Vibration  

• Chapter 9: Water and Effluent 

• Chapter 10: Air Quality and Climate 

• Chapter 11: Waste Management 

• Chapter 12: Material Assets  - Roads and Traffic 

• Chapter 13: Material Assets - Utilities 

• Chapter 14: Archaeology, Architecture and Cultural Heritage 

• Chapter 15: Project Sustainability 

• Chapter 16: Interaction Between Environmental Factors 

 

Waste Licence 

Waste recovery activities in Ireland are required to hold an authorisation in 
accordance with the Waste Management Acts, 1996 to 2008.   Accordingly, 
Glanpower will be seeking a Waste Licence from the EPA in advance of the facility 
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becoming operational. The Waste Licence will set limits and requirements for 
monitoring of any environmental emissions from the facility such as noise and air. 

 
 
 
Please revert with any comments or queries with regard to any issues you feel may 
be of particular importance in undertaking this project. My email address is 
niall.oloughlin@pmg.ie and direct telephone number is (01) 4040700. Your input is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Niall O’Loughlin 
Associate Director 
 
cc. Brian Gillen/Raphael McEvoy (Glanpower) 
 
enc. 
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June 9th Open Evening Welcome Letter 
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June 9th Open Evening Reply Letter�
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June 9th Open Evening Letter Non-attendees 
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June 9th Questions from Open Evening 
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July 21st Open Evening Letter 
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July 21st Open Evening FAQs 
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June 21st Open Evening Answers to Questions Raised 
Follow up to Questions raised at first Open Evening 

 
 
When are Glanpower looking to build and operate the plant? 
This depends primarily on the overall length of the planning process, including the 
granting of planning permission and an operational licence from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). We will commence construction if and when granted these 
permissions. It is hoped that this phase will commence mid to late 2011 and will take 
approximately six months to complete. Irrespective of possible delays with the 
planning process, we are fully committed to completing the process and bringing the 
economic and environmental benefits clean, green energy production to the people 
of Offaly.  
 
How much residual waste from the process will go into Landfill? 
Only 2.4% of all the original material taken in to the system, when processed, will 
require being sent to landfill. This waste material will be composed of vitrified slag 
(which is the inert waste material produced from liquifying and rapid cooling of 
residual char in the process) hard particles and inert non-recyclable materials 
extracted at the pre-treatment stage of the process.  
 
Within what radius of Derryclure have Glanpower contacted residents? 
During May and June we have made many attempts to contact all residents within a 
two kilometre radius of the proposed site, including letters, emails, replies to website 
enquiries, home visits and our first Open Evening in the Tullamore Court Hotel. We 
have also conducted a literature drop in Killeigh Village (approx 200 houses).  
 
Are there any other plants like this in Ireland or elsewhere? 
Because the Advanced Pyrolsis Technology we are bringing to Ireland uses uniquely 
licenced technology and is uniquely configured, there are no other Energy Centres 
exactly like this in Ireland. Our Advanced Pyrolysis Technology is a major 
advancement on Pyrolysis technologies which have existed in Europe and the US for 
decades, where historically it had been difficult to achieve sufficiently high 
efficiencies in the process to make it completely viable and sustainable. As a newly 
configured, highly efficient system, our unique process has addressed the main 
issues experienced with those older Pyrolysis systems and has to date gained the 
confidence of very many statutory and regulatory bodies in Ireland and abroad. 
First testing and operation of a one-third size Advanced Pyrolysis Unit was carried 
out two years ago in Stratford, England. The first full scale system is being 
manufactured in Thurles Co. Tipperary by OMC Engineering and is currently nearing 
final testing. Similar Pyrolysis technologies are well advanced in Finland and 
Germany.  
 
Will there be an opportunity to visit the operational system? 
We fully intend to arrange for visits to Thurles (by bus) to view the Unit in operation in 
late Summer for representative groups and interested stakeholders.  
 
When are Glanpower applying for planning? 
We hope to apply for planning permission no later than August 2010 depending on 
the length of time it takes for a comprehensive consultation process, during which we 
can take on board as many comments and suggestions from local stakeholders as 
possible, and attend to all questions and concerns collaboratively.  
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Are there plans for expansion of the Energy Centre over next 5 or 10 years? 
Due to the nature of our strategic regional plans we do not envisage expanding the 
Energy Centre beyond what is currently planned over the next 5 year period. Some 
additional capacity has been allowed for within the existing floor design to allow for 
internal changes and development into the long-term, but this does not mean any 
actual building expansion in the future. Any longer-term future plans would only occur 
through the same, open and transparent consultation process with which we have 
engaged to date.  
 
Will there be independent tests of the surrounding area (1-5 km) of air & soil 
quality 
As part of the Environmental Impact Study (EIS) cognisance will be taken of the 
background levels for air quality and soil quality and the EPA published National 
Dioxin Study will also be referenced. Comments will be made on the potential 
impacts from the process and any required mitigation will be employed to ensure that 
no adverse environmental affects will be generated as a result of the process.  
 
How often will tests be carried out / emissions be monitored? 
We will, as a matter of course, assess all impacts from the Energy Centre and there 
will be 24/7 continual, rigorous monitoring throughout the life of the Energy Centre. 
The monitoring programme for all parameters will be EPA suggested and approved 
and will be geared towards ensuring full transparency in relation to all emissions from 
the plant.  
 
Will Glanpower consider extending the road development further towards the 
by-pass? 
We can only act on the instruction of the National Roads Authority (NRA) who will 
specify their requirements for the road and all associated junctions. We have 
conducted a Stage 1 Road Safety Audit which has resulted in the alteration of the 
original design to make the junction safer for the proposed volumes of traffic. We 
don’t rule out the possibility of such road and path extensions into the future 
however, but this would be done in conjunction with the NRA. 
 
What provisions are there in place to avoid fires or explosions e.g. shut-down 
mechanisms? 
A full gas train management plan will be in place for the system. The key tenet of this 
is that gas pressures cannot build-up within the system above the target operational 
pressures. There is no other explosive risk in the process. Any fuel temporarily stored 
(no more than 1 day) will be stored in an area which is equipped with high end fire 
suppression capabilities in the very unlikely event of fire. 
 
What kind of sound levels measuring will be in place? E.g. For tonal issues? 
As with all EPA licensed facilities we anticipate having the following noise level limits 
as part of the Energy Centre licence: Daytime <55dbA; Night time < 45dbA. 
Observations will be made on tonal components at the perimeter of the site should 
they occur and preventative measures taken immediately to rectify any issues once 
operational. 
From an operational point of view we will insist on acoustic enclosures for any 
potentially noisy equipment and plans are in progress to have the generators 
enclosed within an acoustically rated room. We are so assured and confident in our 
engine manufacturer’s expertise and their ability to acoustically design out any 
impacts, that we have positioned the main Glanpower administration offices and 
boardroom adjacent to the engine section of the proposed plant.  
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