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INTRODUCTION

This is the seventh Annual Environmental Report (AER) to be submitted to the Agency relating to

Waste Licence W166-1 granted on 16th of March 2004 for Galway City Council Depot, Sandy

Road, Liosban Industrial Estate, Galway. 

Policy Statement

Galway City Council is committed to meeting all conditions set out in EPA Waste Licence W166-

1.

This annual environmental report is drafted in line with the content requirements as set out in

schedule F of the waste license.

Item 1 Reporting Period

1st January 2011 – 31st December 2011.

Item 2 Waste activities carried out

Area 1

The  public  area  of  the  recycling  centre  facilitates  for  the  disposal  of  Waste  electronic  and

electrical equipment, Bottles, Clothes, Fluorescent tubes, Batteries, Waste Cooking & Engine Oil,

Large Plastics, Waste Metal, Large Timber and Paints. 

Area 2

This area caters for the disposal of WEEE for the Commercial Sector and waste separated from

Bulky Goods. 

Area 3

This area is used by departments within Galway City Council. This covers the Road Sweeper/

Street  Cleanings,  Environment,  Community  Wardens,  Drainage,  Housing,  Parks  and  Roads

Departments. Each department separates their waste into designated areas, mainly Construction &

Demolition, Timber, Metal, Hard Plastics, Glass, Tyres, Municipal Waste, Green Waste, Deceased

Animals, Inspection and Quarantine. 

During january and february Galway City Council Household waste collection service deposited

lanfill  waste  in  the  recycling  centre  for  transfer  to  landfill.  This  practice  ceased  on  the  21st

February and this waste stream no longer enters the facility. 

Area 4

This area is for the clean dry recyclable waste that is collected by Galway City Council household

waste collection service.
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Item 3 quantity and composition of waste recovered, received and disposed of during 2011

and each previous year (EWC codes to be provided)

Waste In:
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waste inwards 2011

20 03 01 537.00

20 03 01 2,579.22

20 01 10 20 01 11 10.65

20 01 21 1.85

20 01 33 0.87

20 01 39 3.30

20 01 40 31.96

20 03 03 1,585.62

20 03 01 681.00

15 01 04 2.10

15 01 07 15.70

16 02 11 121.13

16 02 14/20 01 36 321.75

16 02 13/20 01 35 114.82

16 02 14/20 01 36 243.86

16 06 01 4.01

16 06 04 1.29

16 01 03 3.68

17 02 01 315.88

17 09 04 506.00

17 09 04 404.00

13 02 08 10.08

08 01 11 40.21

total 7535.98
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Waste out:

Note: previous years figures included in additional documents section of the report.(AI 6)
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Item 4 & 5 Summary report on emissions, results summary and monitoring locations plan

Emission limits are set out in Schedule C of the licence for the following: Noise; Dust Deposition

and Surface Water. The locations of these monitoring points are set out in the Drawing AER /02

Monitoring Locations attached in the additional documents section (AI 1)

Noise Emissions

Results attached in additional information section (AI 2)

The noise levels at the facility were assessed at two locations on the 12th October 2011 as per the

license requirements set out in schedule D.

The day time noise levels at the facility at survey point 1 (NSL1) are slightly greater than the

limits outlined in the waste license. The main reasons for this are due to vehicular movements

outside of the facility as the facility is located in the heart of an industrial estate in Galway city

and the ambient noise levels will have a detrimental affect on the noise emission levels recorded at

the facility.

Dust Emissions

Results attached in the additional documents section (AI 3)

Sampling took place twice at two locations at the facility twice in the year on 12th August and 30th

November as per the license requirements set out in schedule D2.

A summary of results are detailed below.

The dustfall at monitoring point D3 (additional point to license requirements) was greater than the

site limits allowed at the august sampling time. This is in part due to being located at teh waste

acceptance  area  of  the  facility.  The  same  point  was  well  within  the  limits  during  the

october/november monitoring period. The dust guage at point D1 was found to be damaged after

placement and could not be used. This location is currently under review to prevent this occurring

going forward.
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noise sampling results summary

date and time L(A)10 L(A)90 comments

12/10/11 09:02 30 59 61 55

12/10/11 09:57 30 51 53 49

monitoring 

point

sampling 

interval(mins) L(A)eq

NSL01

main source of noise was produced by vehicles travelling along the road 

within the liosban ind est.There was no noise audible from the sandy 
road recycling facility.

NSL02

Main source of noise was produced by frequent traffic movements of 

vehicles in the residential estate. No audible noise from the activities at 
the sandy road recycling facility.
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August 2011 summary

November 2011summary

Surface Water Emissions

results are attached in the additional documents section (AI 4)

The surface water network collects the roof water from the main building and surface water from

the south and east of the site. Surface water monitoring was  carried out at the locations SW1,

SW2 and SW03. Samples were taken twice over the course of the year;  individual results  are

attached  in  the  additional  documents  section.  The table  below details  the  results  found.  This

indicates  that  no mineral  oils  were  detected at  the locations  which is  in  compliance  with the

emission limit value set out in schedule C3 of the waste license.

June 2011 summary
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mass of dust

** 0.00607 30 ** ** 350

0.0168 0.00607 30 0.0923 92.30 350

0.08 0.00607 30 0.46 460.2 350

monitoring 
location

collecting 
surface m2 

sample 
duration 
(days)

dustfall 
g/m2/d

dustfall 
mg/m2/d

dustfall limit 
mg/m2/d

d1

d2

d3

lab ref 1102453 1102454 1102455

type of sample surface water surface water surface water

sampling point SW03 SW1 SW2

sampled by CR CR CR

time 11:40:00 12:00:00 11:50:00

satart/end date of analysis 29/06/11/07/07/11 29/06/11/07/07/11 29/06/11/07/07/11

status of results final final final

parameter units limits

temperature deg C 14.3 15.3 15.4

dissolved oxygen % sat % saturation 67 86 86

ph ph units 7.4 7.8 7.8

conductivity at 25deg C µS/cm 1407 327 331

B.O.D. mg/l O2 7.2 1.3 1.5

C.O.D mg/l O2 54 <25 <25

Ammonia mg/l N 2 0.03 0.05

Suspended solids mg/l  18 <8 <8

Mineral oils no no no

Fats,oils and greases mg/l  nm nm nm

mass of dust

d1 ** 0.00607 30 ** ** 350

d2 0.0352 0.00607 30 0.1933 193.30 350

d3 0.01 0.00607 30 0.07 65.9 350

monitoring 
location

collecting 
surface m2 

sample 
duration 
(days)

dustfall 
g/m2/d

dustfall 
mg/m2/d

dustfall limit 
mg/m2/d
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september 2011 summary

Foul Water emissions

The foul water network collects all foul discharge from the site, surface water from the wash bay

areas and the main recycling yard. Foul water monitoring was required to be carried out at the

location FW3 as  agreed  with  the  Agency  and  is  shown on  the  Drawing  AER/02 Monitoring

Locations. Monitoring was carried out twice during 2011 (15/06/11 & 10/10/11) and the results

are included in the additional information section (AI5)

Summary of Emissions to Foul Water 

Parameter Units FW3 june FW3 october FW3 average

pH pH Units 6.7 7.4 7.05

Biological  Oxygen

Demand

mg/L 390 45 217.5

Suspended Solids mg/L 544 311 427.5

Ammonia mg/L as N 46.75 0.32 23.54

Fats, Oils, Grease mg/L 13 <1 6.95

Total Phosphate mg/L as P 8.09 0.57 4.33
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lab ref 1103644 1103645 1103646

type of sample surface water surface water surface water

sampling point SW1 SW2 SW03

sampled by CR CR CR

time 12:20:00 12:10:00 11:55:00

satart/end date of analysis 08/09/11/14/09/11 08/09/11/14/09/11 08/09/11/14/09/11

status of results final final final

parameter units limits

temperature deg C 14.1 14.2 14.5

dissolved oxygen % sat % saturation 79 77 60

ph ph units 7.7 7.6 7.2

conductivity at 25deg C µS/cm 326 434 2660

B.O.D. mg/l O2 1.4 1.1 5.1

C.O.D mg/l O2 <25 <25 42

Ammonia mg/l N <0.03 <0.03 0.03

Suspended solids mg/l  <8 <8 11

Mineral oils no no no

Fats,oils and greases mg/l  nm nm nm
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Item 6 resource and energy consumption summary

The recycling facility is operated daily utilising 2 no staff on a permanent basis. From time to time

this  staff  compliment  will  be  increased  to  3no.  Staff  depending  on  operations  (eg  additional

loading requirements etc.). In addition to this the facility manager is in attendance at the facility

daily also. 

To facilitate the operating of the facility the following machinery is in place:

1no. Telescopic handler

1no. JCB

1no. Fork lift

1no. van

In addition to this there is a permanent weighbridge at the facility which is calibrated regularly and

is used to record waste weights in and out of the facility.

Energy consumption – The total consumptions of energy at the Sandy road facility are detailed in

the additional information section (AI 8). A summary is detailed below. It should be noted that the

figures included are for the entire operation of the Sandy road facility which is included within the

license.

Energy Liquid petroleum

gas

Electricity Diesel Marked gas oil Unleaded petrol

consumption TBC TBC TBC TBC TBC
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Item 7 development/infrastructural works in place or planned to process waste quantities for

the  following  year  (including  plant  operating  capacity,provision  of  adequate  standby

capacity and provision of contingency, back up and spares in case of breakdown)

In february 2011 the transfer of grey waste collected by Galway City Council household waste

collection service from the recycling centre ceased and this waste stream was issued to a private

transfer station. This greatly reduced the waste flow through the facility.

The equipment used in the facility is in the main hired and therefore all hire companies provide

contingency plans for the replacement of equipment in the event of breakdown etc.

The facility is also supported by the Galway city council operated garage division to assist with

any mechanical issues.

Item 8 Schedule of environmental objectives and targets for the forth coming year

• to  improve  the  data  collection  at  the  recycling  facility.  This  will  be  achieved  by

implementing a manned weigh bridge system whereby all vehicles in and out of the facility

will be recorded manually each day.

• Improvement of education and awareness at the facility including updating signage and

information available on the Galway city council web site

• A assessment of the cash for cans initiative will be conducted to assess if the initiative is

being utilised as intended and also to assess the economic impact of same.

• It is intended to enhance enforcement at the civic amenity facility by means of an attending

community warden. This will ensure that domestic home owners are the only users of the

facility

• Update  the  environmental  management  system  for  the  facility  to  include  a  revised

emergency response procedure

• To investigate the possibility of introducing a charge to users of the civic amenity facility

as it is currently free of charge. This measure will be implemented to assist with improving

the segregation and recycling rate at the facility.

• To  introduce  a  shredding  machine  into  the  facility  to  assist  in  the  shredding  of

wood/branches that enter the facility.  The wood can in turn be used in the composting

facility.

• Instalation of a permanent bird netting system at the facility to reduce the impact of birds

at the site will be investigated in 2012.
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Item 9 report on the progress towards achievements of environmental objectives and targets

contained in the previous years AER

• the  emergency  response  procedure  for  the  facility  is  in  draft  format  and  a  finalised

document needs to be put in place.

• The environmental management system for the facility requires a finalised document to be

put in place as the exixting system is in draft format.

• Record management at the facility have been improved through staff training and awreness

of the license requirements.

Item 10 full title and a written summary of any procedures developed by the licensee in the

year which relates to the facility operation.

No additional  procedures  were  developed  by  the  licensee  in  2011  in  relation  to  the  facility

operation.
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Item 11 Tank, drum, pipeline and bund testing and inspection report

This requirment is due every 3 years in line with schedule E of the license. To this end Galway

city council will be carrying out bund integrity testing and also pipeline inspections in 2012.

Item 12 Reported incidents and complaints summarys

There were no incidents or complaints made in 2011.

Item 13 Review of nuisance controls

The facility have contracted Rentokil initial to control and eradicate vermin from the facility. This

contract  ensures  that  methods are  in  place  to  control  vermin throughout  the  facility  and  also

ensures that qualified professionals attend the facility on a regular basis (every 2 months) to ensure

that  the  measures  in  place  are  sufficient.  Rentokil  initial  employ  very  high  standards  in  the

controls used.

The facility dust control is carried out on as needed and arise is dry weather only. The deputy

facility manager ensures that dust is supressed through road sweeping on a regular basis at the

facility.

The deputy facility manager monitors litter at the facility and controls litter by carrying out clean

ups as required.

Odours at the facility are greatly reduced since the removal of the composting process. Odours

from the facility are minimal and no complaints were received during 2011. The deputy facility

manager monitors odour at the facility. The removal of the transfer of grey/landfill waste collected

by the GCC household waste collection service since february 2011 has greatly improved the

odour in the facility also.

Birds are an issue from time to time at  the facility.  A bird abatement  professional  was hired

throughout the year to reduce the number of birds at the facility. A hawk was used to scare birds

from the facility and this procedure worked well. Bird quantities will continue to be monitored in

2012 and the installation of bird netting at the facility will reduce the impact of birds on site.

A nuisance reporting and recording system will be implemented and maintained on site at all times

in line with item 10.6 of the license.
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Item 14 reports on financial provision made under this license,  management and staffing

structure of the facility and a programme for public information

financial provision 

the financial provision made for the facility in 2010 was as follows:

total expenditure - €189,601

The financial provision made for 2012 is:

budget allowed - €235,278

management and staffing

facility manager – Theo Mc Loughlin, A/SEE

deputy facility manager – JJ Corcoran, Foreman (Oct 2010 – Dec 2010)

Monitoring, facility records – M Garvey, Engineering technician(Jan 2011 – Feb 2011)

General Operative – N Monaghan, general operative (75% assigned to facility)

General operative – A Bray, general operative (25%assigned to facility)

Administrative support – B Keenan, clerical officer (25% assigned to facility)

programme for public information

Review of sigange at the facility

Review of web site information

increased enforcement and education at the civic amenity facility

Item 15 volume of waste water produced and volume of waste water discharged off site

No records available at this time 
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Additional information section:

Contents:

AI 1. Drawing AER/02 – Monitoring locations

AI 2 Noise Emission results

AI 3 Dust emission results

AI 4 Surface water results

AI 5 Foul water results 

AI 6 2009 waste inwards and outwards

AI 7 2010 waste inwards and outwards

AI 8 2011 Energy consumption (information provided by Galway Energy Agency)
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AI 1
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AI 2
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A6

2009 waste 

In 
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AI 7

2010 waste 

In out  
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waste in sandy road transfer/recycling centre 2010.

month sub totals

EWC code waste type

200307 bulky 138940

200301 mixed munic

5114600

dogs 3160

170107 c and d

2361480

150106 clean and dry rec 2682303

200303 road sweepings 2273000

200301 litter 663480

 

200135* comm weee 50720

totals 13287683

waste out sandy road transfer/recycling centre 2010.

month sub totals

EWC code waste type

170107 c and d 2249580

200140 metal 145080

200139 plastics soft 38760

200139 plastics hard 40280

150106 dry recyclables 2657400

200138 wood

292880

200135* weee 803341

160103 tyres 2540

200301 landfill refuse 5321200

200111 textiles 1700

200127* paints 10340

200102 glass 13080

130204* engine oil 7860

200303 screenings sweep 779920

200301 mixed waste 530520

totals 12894481
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AI 8

AWAITING INFORMATION AT TIME OF REPORTING
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