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1.0 Introduction 
 
Cork County Council holds a Waste Water Discharge Licence (Register No. D0129-01) in 
respect of the agglomeration named Passage West/Monkstown. This licence was granted 
on 20th July 2010. The aim of this Annual Environmental Report (AER) is to provide a 
review of activities relevant to the discharge from 1st January 2011 to 31st December 
2011.  
 
The required scope of the report is outlined in Schedule D (Annual Environmental Report 
Content) of the Waste Water Discharge Licence. 
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2.0 Summary of Monitoring Reports 
 
2.1 Discharges from Agglomeration 

 
Condition 4.1 states that “The licensee shall carry out such sampling, analyses, 
measurement, examinations, maintenance and calibrations as set out below and in 
accordance with Schedule B: Monitoring of this licence”. 
 
2.1.1 Monitoring of Primary Discharge 
 

Schedule B, Section B.1 states that “No Primary Waste Water Discharge 
monitoring is required in this licence”. 

 
2.1.2 Monitoring of Secondary Discharge 

 
Schedule B, Section B.2 states that “No Secondary Waste Water Discharge 
monitoring is required in this licence”. 
 
Interpretation of the discharge monitoring results is therefore not required. 
 

2.1.3 Ambient Monitoring  
  
Condition 4.8 states that “The licensee shall report annually in the AER on the 
chemical and ecological status of the receiving water, etc”. Refer to Attachment 
1.  
 
Condition 4.7 states that “The license shall within twelve months of the date of 
grant of this licence, investigate the sources of metals detected during 
monitoring of discharges from the wastewater works and take such measures as 
are necessary to reduce these substances in the discharge. A report on the 
investigation and measures identified, including timeframe for implementation, 
shall be included in the AER”. Refer to Section 5.0. 
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3.0 Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive 
 
No data was collected under the UWWT Directive. 
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4.0 Complaints & Incident Reports 
 
4.1 Complaints Summary 

 
Condition 6.5 states that “The licensee shall record all complaints of an 
environmental nature related to the discharge(s) to waters from the waste water 
works in accordance with the national environmental complaints procedure. Each 
such record shall give details of the date and time of the complaint, the name of 
the complainant (if provided), and the nature of the complaint. A record shall 
also be kept of the response made in the case of each complaint”. No complaints 
were received in 2011 relating to discharge(s) to water form the waste water 
works. 
 

4.2 Reported Incidents Summary 
 
Condition 6.1 states that “The licensee, shall notify the Agency by both telephone 
and facsimile, to the Agency’s headquarters in Wexford, or to such other Agency 
office as may be specified by the Agency, as soon as is practicable after the 
occurrence of any incident (as defined in this licence). The licensee shall include 
as part of the notification, date and time of the incident, summary details of the 
occurrence, and where available, the steps taken to minimise any discharges”. 
 
Condition 6.4 states that “The licensee shall make a record of any incident. This 
record shall include details of the nature, extent, and impact of, and 
circumstances giving rise to the incident. The record shall include all corrective 
actions taken to manage the incident, to minimise the effect on the environment, 
and to avoid recurrence. The licensee shall as soon as practicable following 
incident notification, submit to the Agency the incident record including clean up 
and recurrence prevention measures”. 
 
No reportable incidents occurred in 2011 relating to the discharge(s) to water 
from waste water works. 
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5.0 Cork Lower Harbour Sewerage Scheme 
 
The Passage West/Monkstown agglomeration is made up of the towns and villages of 
Passage West, Glenbrook and Monkstown. These adjacent coastal population centres 
stretch for approximately 4km along the western side of Cork Harbour and are mainly 
residential with little significant industrial development. 
 
At present sewage produced in the towns and villages in the Lower Harbour area 
discharged untreated into Cork Harbour at a number of locations.  
 
There are plans in place to provide a wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) for the Lower 
Harbour area as part of the proposed Cork Lower Harbour Sewerage Scheme.  
 
An Bord Pleanála granted approval for the proposed Cork Lower Harbour Sewerage 
Scheme during June 2009 and the Preliminary Report “Cork Harbour Main Drainage 
Scheme Preliminary Report March 2008” was submitted to the Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DOEHLG) for approval. 
 
Cork County Council issued an addendum report to the Preliminary Report to the 
DOEHLG in January 2011, and is currently awaiting a decision.  The Council has 
advertised to pre-qualify Consultants for the Design, Tender, Construction and Handover 
Stages in February 2011. The Council submitted a brief to Consultants in February 2012. 
   
The requirement for the addendum report has had a knock on effect on the project 
programme that was submitted as part of the response to Condition 5.1. A revised 
project programme is attached in Attachment 2. The timeframe for completion is now 
December 2016. This is subject to available finance both locally and from the DOEHLG. 
 
For further information see copy of the letter to the EPA dated 7th of December 2010 in 
Attachment 3. 
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6.0 Environmental Liability & Financial Provisions 
 
6.1 Annual statement on Prevention of Environmental 

Damage 
 
Condition 7.2.1 states that “The licensee shall a part of the AER provide an 
annual statement as to the measures taken or adopted in relation to the 
prevention of environmental damage and the financial provisions in place in 
relation to the underwriting of costs for remedial actions following anticipated 
events (including closure) or accidents/incidents, as may be associated with 
discharges or overflows from the waste water works”. 
 
The Council is in the process of assembling and collating data on all of its 
relevant sites in order that it can present its proposal to Irish Public Bodies 
Mutual Insurances Ltd. The Council at this stage has no indication of the cost of 
this type of cover for all of the relevant facilities in the county and is not in a 
position to indicate when it expects to have the matter resolved.  

 

6.2 ELRA 
 
Condition 7.2.2 states that “The licensee shall arrange for the completion, by an 
independent appropriately qualified consultant, of a comprehensive and fully 
costed Environmental Liabilities Risk Assessment (ELRA) to address the liabilities 
from present or planned discharges. A report on this assessment shall be 
submitted to the Agency for agreement as part of the second AER (required 
under Condition 6.11). The ELRA shall be reviewed as necessary to reflect any 
significant change to the volume or character of the effluent discharged, and in 
any case, every 3 years following initial agreement (the results of the review 
shall be notified as part of the AER)”. 
 
The ELRA has not been prepared. Refer to Section 6.1. 
 

6.3 Financial Provisions 
 
Condition 7.2.3 states that “As part of the measures identified in Condition 7.2.1, 
the licensee shall, to the satisfaction of the Agency, make financial provision to 
cover any liabilities identified in Condition 7.2.2. The amount of indemnity held 
shall be reviewed and revised as necessary, but at least triennially. Proof of 
renewal or revision of such financial indemnity shall be included in the annual 
‘Statement of Measures’ report identified in Condition 7.2.1”. 
 
Financial provision has not been made. Refer to Section 6.1. 
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Attachment 1 Annual Reports on the Chemical 
    and  Ecological Status of the 

Receiving Waters  
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Attachment 2 Revised Project Programme 
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Attachment 3 Letter to the EPA dated 
    7th December 2010 
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