
19th January 2012 

The Secretaw 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Headquarten 
PO Box 3000 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Co. Wexford 

Energy, Environment 8, Safety 

Re: Queally Plg Slaughteflng LM., Grannagh, Co. Wdetford, 
IPPC Ucence (Reglater No. PO175-02) 

F l n l  Paw Appeal to Conditions of the Proposed Determlnatlon of revised 
IPPC Ucence Reg. No. PO175-02 

Subjed 

Dear SirIMadam, 

OES Consulting (FBD House, Fels Point, Tralee. Co. Keny), on behalf of Queally Pig 
Slaughtering Ltd. (QPS). Grannagh. Co. Waterford wish to appeal the Integrated 
Pollution Prevention 8, Control (IPPC) Licence (Proposed Determination) iswed by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on the 16th December 2011 (Register No. 
PO175-02). 

In addition, although we understand his section to be informative rather than the 
subject of legal compliance, we would like to clarify a number of items in the 
Introduction to the Licence. 
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“Hours of production at the plant are 0600 hrs to 1700 hrs Monday to Friday.“ 

ClaMcation 

We would request that the Introduction is changed to reflect that the hours of 
operation vary according to processing requirements. 

Typical hours of operation are 0600 to 18x33. Monday to Friday, wifh some plant 
maintenance and cleaning occurring outside of these periods. 

Appeal to Proposed Condltlons 

The relevant Condition and grounds for appeal are set in the following pages. 
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I 
- - 

"The licensee shall. within six months of date of grant of this licence, install and 
maintain silt traps and oil separators at the instillation: 

(il Silt traps to ensure that all stom water discharges, other than from roofs, from 
the installation pass through a silt h p  in advance of discharge; 

(iil An oil separator on the storm water discharge from yard areas. The separator 
shall be o Class I full retention separotor. 

Grounds for Appeal 

QPS agree that measures be implemented on the plant drainage system to further 
improve the control over discharges from the site to the River Suir. 

We are concerned however, that the requirement for full retention Class 1 oil 
separators may be technically impossible to achieve owing to the surface areas 
involved and that, based on risk. Class 1 by-pass separatcfs may provide a more 
appropriate solution. (Full retention separators are sized to retain the full volume of a 
stormwater event during petiods of heavy rainfall and are generally applied to 
service areas and forecourts where the risk of significant spillage is high. In these cases, 
the forecourt only is included within the catchment for the separatoc, and this area is 
usually afforded some protection from rain by a canopy). 

We would therefore request, that this condition is replaced by way of one requiring a 

"Wsk Assessment to be undedaken, whkh shall detennfne the envhnmentaf rlsk 
associafed wBh each catchment wlthln the plant surface wafef drainage system. T h e  
output of the rlsk assessment will be rankhg of the rlska assoclotad wl)h each 

. Suchconlrdtmay 

"The provision of a catchment system to collect any leaks from flanges and values of 
all over-ground pipes used to transport materk3 other that water shall be examined. 
This shall be incorporated into a Schedule of Environmental Objectives and Targets 
set out in Condition 2 of this license for the reduction in fugitive emissons. " 

and; 

CondMon 6.12 -Inspection 

"An inspection for leaks on all flanges and vatves on over-ground pipes used to 
fransport materials other than water shdl be canied out weekly. A log of such 
inmections shall be maintained " I 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 26-01-2012:06:31:25



Continuation Sheet / 3 

Grounds for Objection 

The facility acknowledges the requirement to ensure that pipes transporling liquids 
with the potential to cause a negative environmental impact are operated in a 
manner which does not lead to any losses to ground. 

As the site is a food processing facility. there is a requirement to thoroughly clean all 
lines after use, which typically occurs on a daily basis. 

Other overground lines transporting non water streams are restticted to oil transfer 
lines between the oil storage tanks and the boiler house. These lines are subject to the 
regular preventative maintenance which includes a thorough integrity check of all 
valves and connections on the line. 

It is noted that the majority of lines transporting material at the site are within bunded 
areas, where, if a leak occurs will be collected in the foul water drainage system and 
be conveyed to the Waste Water Treatment Plant for treatment prior to discharge. 

Due to the existing controls in place for ensuring that there are no leaks from the 
overground pipeline conveyance systems at the site, the requirement to undertake 
an additional weekly checklist on flanges and valves on pipelines within the foul 
water catchment is not considered necessary. The following points are made with 
respect to the existing control measures: 

During production cycles at the facility there is a full time maintenance 
presence at the facility to repoir/replace any leaking flange or valve. 
The facility operates a robust preventative maintenance system which 
includes checks on valves on lines transporiing materials across the facility. This 
will ensure that the incidence of leaks occurring is kept to a minimum. 

Notwithstanding the control measures in place at the facility to ensure that the 
potential for any leak to ground from overground pipe occurs, it is noted that there 
are other factors, outside of environmental considerations which drive the facility to 
ensure that there are no system losses, these include: 

A leaking valve or flange results in chemical loss, which if unrepaired may 
cause ccfrosion of plant or equipment. 
Unnecessaly loading of the wastewater treatment plant. 
Contamination of lines containing product. 
Process inefficiencies. 
Animal attaction. 
Generation of foul odours. 
Creation of health and safety hazards. 
Increased energy demand. 

Owing to the existing controls in place at the facility, QP 
requirement to check flanges and valves on pipelines is not warranted in areas where 
in the event of a leak occurring it would be conveyed to the WWTP until repaired. 

Furthermore, owing to the nature of the business and operator presence within 
production areas on a daily basis, the survey effort required in undertaking and 
logging a visual inspection of all flanges and valves at the site would involve a 
significant resource on a weekly basis, which, when considering the visual checks 
operators do in the area on an ongoing basis, would have more value elsewhere in 
the site environmental management an 
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Continuation Sheet / 4 

We would request therefore the frequency is changed to monthly. 

Condition 4.S - Noba 

"Noise from the installotion sholl not give rise to sound pressure levels (Leq, TI 
meosured ot the NSl's ond boundary of the installation which exceed the limit 
value(sj . " 

Grounds for Appeal 

The current IPPC Licence addresses noise levels from the operation of the activity in 
terms of the opplication of day and night time limit values which are applicable at 
Noise Sensitive Receptors (NSL's). 

Based on historical monitoring of noise levels since the IPPC Licence was originally 
issued, the activity is compliant with the 55dB(A) and 45dB(A) limit values at NSL's, 
and generally noise has not been o issue of concern at the site. 

However, boundory measurement points, owing to their proximity to plant and 
services equipment typicolly have higher noise levels (as reported in past noise 
reports and submitted in site AER doto.) The boundary points are however, removed 
from any Noise Sensitive receptors. 

We request therefore that that "boundary of the insfalfaflon" be excluded from this 
condition as per current licence and the limits remain applicable at NSL's. 

"The droinoge system (i.e., gullies, monholes, ony visible droinoge conduits ond such 

nd droinoge from these 
system, bunds, silt frops 

Grounds for Appeal 

We would request thot this inspection be required on a quorterly bosis, rather than 
weekly os currently proposed. 

The droinoge system of the site is well established ond hos been designed ond loid to 
folk, with gradients designed to ensure adequote velocities to prevent setflement 
ond within pipes or monholes. 

Inspections underfoken since the Licence issued have confirmed this to be the cose, 
ond QPS hove not observed deposition or build up of ony moteriols in the system. 

Owing to the past experience of the site in inspecting the droinoge system, together 
with the resources required in conying out inspections, we request the frequency to 
reduce to quorterly from weekly. 

I Condition 6. I3 - Ndse Monltorlng 

"The licensee sholl cony out o noi: 
. .  . .  

. .  . . . .  . . .  
. .  

. .  . . .  . . .  
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Continuation Sheet / 5 

Grounds for Appeal 

Queally Pig Slaughtering Ltd. are cuneniiy carrying out a noise survey every two years 
upon agreement with the EPA (Reference Attachment No. I ) .  The reduction in 
frequency has been based on the relatively constant and unchanging characteristics 
of the noise environment at the site as demonsirated over successive compliance 
noise survey's, which have found the site to comply fully with the noise limit values at 
NSL's. 

We therefore request that this condition be changed so that a noise survey is required 
eveiy two years in line with current agreed practice. 

Condition 8.14 - Organk Waste Manageme 

"Organic waste / organic fertilizer shall onfy be recovered by landspreading subject 
to the following conditions and the prior agreement of the agency." 

Grounds for Appeal 

We request that this Condition is removed from the Queally Pig Slaughtering Licence. 

QPS have a reciprocal arrangement with the neighboring Dawn Meats (Exports) Ltd 
(IPPC Reg. No. P0179-01) wherein QPS (under IPPC Licence Reg. No P0175-01) treat 
waste water from the Dawn Exports site. Dawn Exports have responsibility (under IPPC 
Reg. PO179-01 to manage the land spreading of organic wastes and sludge 
generated by the operation of the QPS Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

Accordingly, the conditions and requirements governing organic waste 
management by land spreading, including the preparation of Nutrient Management 
Plans for the approved land bank, together with keeping of records and reporting 
are covered under the Dawn Meats IPPC Licence. 

Accordingly, we request that this condition is removed from the Final Licence. 
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Continuation Sheet / 6 

P 

Grounds for Appeal 

We request that the Emission limit Value (ELV) for Total Nitrogen is set at a level of 
30mgll. and not the 15mg/l currently proposed in Schedule 62 of the PD. 

Queally Pig Slaughten'ng currently operating the waste water treatment plant w'th 
emission limit value of 20mg/l for nitrates. Owing to the nature of processing activities 
at fhe site, ammonia and nitrogen containing compounds form a significant 
contribution to inlet loads at the WWTP. The plant has maintained a high degree of 
compliance with the Nitrates ELV over the years. 

We are concerned however, that as the nitrates limit has been replaced with the bulk 
parameter of Total Nitrogen, and at a significantly lower ELV, the plant may 
occasionally expetience difficulty in maintaining compliance. 

We would therefore request that the ELV for Total Nitrogen be increased to 30mg/l, a 
level which is still well within BAT for our sector (80% Removal or 15 - 4omgA). 

In addition, tak'ng the location of our discharge to a tidal estuary (transitional waters), 
where nitrogen is not rate limiting, we would suggest that there is limited potentiol for 
environmental impact due to this change. 
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Continuation Sheet / - 7 

Grounds for Appeal 

As described above, Dawn Meats [Exports) Ltd manage all land spreading 
operations associated with the organic waste generated by the QPS waste water 
treatment plant. 

Accordingly, we request that this requirement be excluded from the licence as it is 
covered under Dawn Meats (Exports) Ltd. IPC Licence Reg.  No. 179-01 Schedule 2(iv) 
Monitoring of Lands used for Land spteading. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions with respect io any of 
the above. 

Ywn Sincerely, 

w&K Row Ferguron 

Environment 8 Energy Consultant 

Cc. Ms Joanne Day, Queally Pig Slaughtering Ltd. 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Attachments: 

Importance: 

Title: 

First Name: 

SurName: 

Organisation 
Name: 

Address Line 1: 

Address Line 2: 

Address Line 3: 

County: 

Post Code: 

Email: 

Objector Type: 

Oral Hearing: 

Peadar OLOughlin <info@oes.ie> 
23 January 2012 14:26 
Licensing Staff 
New Applicant objection entered for Reg no: PO175-02. (Reference Number: 
PO175-02-120123022607) 
PO175-02 Appeal to PD.pdf; PO175-02 Appeal Attachment 1.PDF 

High 

Mr 

Peadar 
OLOughlin 

OES Consulting on behalf of QPS 

FBD House 

Fels Point 

Tralee 

Kerry 

0000 

info@oes.ie 

Applicant 

No 

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Securitysloud service. 
For more information please visit http://www.svmanteccloud.com 
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