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Ballyiiagran Landfill is located just off the N 1 I about 5kln southwest of Wicklow 
Town (at tlie Beelii\:e Iunction). I t  is a noii-har.ai-dous landfill authorised to accept u p  
to 175,000 tonnes per annuiii o f  household, commercial aiid industrial waste for 
disposal, as well as u p  to 28,000 tonnes per annum of construction and demolition 
waste for recovery. i-estoration and site development works. The facility was licensed 
in Septembci- 2003. The licence n'as technically amended in October- 2005 and 
September 200!, and i-e\,ie\ved in  Marcli 20 I O .  

Details of request for technical amendment 

The licensee has I quested amendment (through correspondence with OEE) under 
Section 42B of thc Waste Managcinent Acts 1996 to 2008. The technical amendincnt 
relates to colidition I 8 of tlie licence that dealx with waste acceptance and operating 
hours at tlie landlill I lie redson f b i  tlie requc5t 1 7  to facilitate the acceptance of waste 
at tlie landfill on public holidays 

Condition 1 8 states 

I n  the 2010 review of the licence, condition 1.8.3 was amended at tlie licensee's 
request to substitute "Public Holidays" fhr "Rank Holidays". 
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The proposal is now to  amend condition 1.8.j as follows: 

IVmtc sFiaI1 not Dc nccc>picci' nt tlic lmdj?ll of1 Siiiidn~:.r or o I i  Public Hol idqs  
iililcss otlierwisc cigr-cccl with thc Agcviq.. 

Aiiiendmcnt of tlie condition in tlie manner proposed will require tlie licensee to seek 
tlie agreement of OEE to accept waste on a public holiday as the need timy arise. OEE 
is agreeable to this approach. 

The licensee explains tlie rationale for the request as follows: There is a growing 
demand for facilities to remain available and open on public holidays, especially those 
serving large urban areas, where both commercial and liouseliold wastc collections 
continue. l'lic creation of backlogs. liowe\rer short temi, are not  conducive to the 
efticient use of waste collection resources. equipment and facilities. Facilitating tlie 
proposed amendment will reduce the nccd h i -  additional o\.ci-niglit storage of waste at 
i ti terini ( t 1-ails fer) faci 1 i t  i es. 

En vi ro 11 menta I i nip a c t 

Tlie environmental impact of operating on public holidays is said by the licensee to be 
minimal. Tlic o \wa l l  quantity of Lvaste managed at tlie facility \vi11 not change. Tlie 
operational practices at tlie facility \vi11 no t  change. The site is accessed by a 250 
metre strctch o f  tlie L 1 I 13 road from its junction u i t l i  tlie N 1 I .  There are no 
residences Lvitli fi-ontage onto this strctcli of local road. 

To date in  2 0  1 I ,  tlie Agency Iias received 43 odour complaints in relation to tlie 
facility and one complaint alleging opcration in high winds. Allowing agreement for 
operation on public holidays will not change tlie overall potential for the facility to 
cause odour n U i sa tic e. 

Discussion 

Tlie original \vastc licence application (WO1 65-01 ) sought t o  open Monday to 
Sat urd ay . N o men t i o t i  \vas I 11 ad c of bit ti k 01- p uh 1 i c 110 1 id a ys . TI1 e o 1-1 gi i i  a 1 i i i  sp ec to r * s 
report deals Lvitli waste acceptance and operational hours but is silcnt on bank and 
pub 1 i c 11 o 1 i d ay  s. TI1 e 1 i c en c e gran t ecl rest r i c t ed waste accept an c e on b a ti k 110 1 i days 
(since amendcd to public holidays). 

The planning permission granted (on appeal) by An Bord Pleatiila in 2003 restricts 
w o rk i n g 11 () U rs d iiri ti g tlie c o ti s t ru c t i o ti p 11 a s e of t 11 e d ev e I o pm en t . TI1 e p 1 a tin i iig 
permission is silcnt on tc acceptance and operating hours. 

According to the licensee. tlic original EIS states that the landfill \vould not operate on 
bank holidays. Tlie licensee suggests that the content of tlie waste licence application 
(which makes no such statement) takes precedence over tlie EIS. This suggestion is 
clearly incorrect. Tlie EIS foniis the basis for tlie completion of an environmental 
impact assessmcnt for the development and its content cannot be superseded by the 
was t e I i cc ti c c a p  p 1 i cat i o ti. 

The qualifying clause rcquested - iuzlcxy oilicntisc trgr-ccd 1rifl7 tlzc .-lgcuc:v ~ does not 
i n  itself allow the acceptance of waste on  public holidays. I t  w r i l l  remain a decision of 
tlie OEE. on a case-by-case basis and based on knowledge of tlie facility's compliance 
and operational status. as to v,hAicr the facility can accept Lvaste on any given public 
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holiday. For this reason. ant1 based on the fiict that the acceptance o f  n x t e  on a public 
holiday will not add to the potential for the facilitj, to cause cnvironmentul pollution. 1 
recommend g - a n  t i ng the 171-0 posed t eclini c31 a mciidmen t . 

I recommend aiiiencirncnt under section 12R( 1 )(c) o f  thc Waste Management Acts 
1996 to 201 1 t h a t  al1oii.s tor amendment o f  a \vaste liceiicc for the purposes of 
facilitating the operation of the licence and tlie making of the amendment does not 
result i n  the relevant requii-ements of section 40(4) of tlie Acts ceasing to be satisfied. 

Reco ni ni c n dation 

For the redsoti\ outlincd above I iecommencl t h t  tlic Agency agree to a technical 
amendment of tlic 13,iIlynagian landfill licence (Reg N o  WO 165-03) uncle1 Section 
42B( 1 )(c) of thc U ’ w e  Mcin,\gcment Acts I006 to 20 1 1 

Signed: 
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