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WASTE WATER DISC€IARCE (AUTHORISATION) REGULATIONS 2007, 
AS AMENDED 

WASTE WATER DISCHARGE 

CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORISATION 

Decision o f  Ageiicy. under Regulation 30( 1 ) of tlie Waste Water Discliarze 
(il, u t hori sat i o 11) Regulations 2 00 7. 21s aiiieiid ed 

Reference nunihei-: A033 5-0 1 

Thc Agency i n  exercise of  the pov,'ers confei-red 011 it by the Waste Water Discharge 
(Authorisation) Reg1 1 at i oils 2 00 7, as nniended, 11 ci-eb y gr-an 1 s t 11 is M;:I s t e \$'at er discharge 
certificate of authorisation to Cork County Council Noi-thein Division, in respect of tlie 
agglomeration named Rockchapel 22 Environs, subject to the C'oiiditions, attached het-eto. 

The certificate authorises the discharge of waste water from the Lvaste water works which 
s erv i ces t h e a gg I om erat i o n d csci-i bed b el ow s u ec t to C o ii d i t  i o i i  s. 

A copy of the Dccisioii is attached 

Rirtlzorisecl Disclzarge.s, iri accorcleirzre with Regulatiori S(2) of tlze Wciste Water 
Disclzurge (ilirtlzoriscitioiz) Regiilcitiot?s 200 7, NS uriieiielecl. 

Di s cliarges fi-om aggl omera t 1 oils with a popu I a t i on eq U i \ r a  1 en t of 1 ess than 5 00 I 

GIVEN under the Seal of the Agency this 18 day of April 20 I I .  

PRESENT when the seal o f  tlie Agency 
was affixed hereto: 



Environnzental Protection Agency Certificate Reg. No. A 0335- 01 

Glossary of Terms 

All terms in this Certificate of Authorisatioii should be interpreted in accordance with the definitions 
in the Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007, as amended, uiiless otherwise 
defined in this section. 

Agglomeration 

Agreement 

Application 

Biannually 

Certificate of 
Authorisation 
Holder 

Discharge Point 

Documentation 

Environmental 
Damage 

Environmental 
Pollution 

An area where tlie population or ecoiioinic activities or both are 
sufficiently concentrated for a waste water works to have beeii put in 
place. 

Agreement in writing. 

The application for this Certificate of Authorisation. 

All or part of a period of six consecutive months. 

Cork County Council, Northein Division, Annabella, Mallow, County 
Cork. 

The point from which a waste water discharge occurs. 

Any report, record, result, data, drawing, proposal, iiiterpretation or other 
document, in written or electronic form, that is required by this 
Certificate of Authorisatioii 

As defined iii Directive 2004/35/EC. 

Meaiis, iii relation to waste water dischaiges, the direct oi indirect 
introduction, as a result of huiiiaii activity, of waste water discharges, 
substances (including any explosive, liquid or gas) oi polluting matter 
(including any poisoiioua or noxious mattei) into waters which iiiay 
endanger human health or harm the aquatic environment, aiid in 

particular - 

(a) create a risk to waters, sediment, plants or animals, 
(b) deleteiiously iiitcr h e  with the quality of aquatic ecosystems or 

terrestrial ecosystems directly depending on aquatic ecosystems 

(i) ienderiiig those or any other waters poisonous oi- 
injurious to fish, shellfish, spawning giounds or the food 
of any fish, or 
iinpairing tlie usefulness of the bed and soil of any 
waters as spawning grounds or impairing their capacity 
to produce tlie food of fish or shellfish, 

(c) impair OI interfere with aineiiities and other legitiinate uses of the 
water, oi 

(d) result iii the water failiiig to meet any eiiviionineiital quality 
staiidards prescribed iii regulations for tlie purpose of giving 
effect to the requirements of any Directive relating to the quality 
or use of water for the time being in force. 

iilcludliig by - 

(ii) 
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Environmental Protection Agency Certificate Rea. No. A033541 

EPA 

lncident 

Licensing 
Regulations 

Local Authority 

Maintain 

National 
Environmental 
Complaints 
Procedure 

Population 
Equivalent 

Primary 
Discharge 

Secondary 
Discharge 

Storm Water 
Overflow 

The Agency 

Waste Water 

Waste Water 
Works 

Water Services 
Authority 

WWTP 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

The following shall constitute an incident for the purposes of this 
Certificate of Authorisation: 

any event or occurrence with the potential for environniental 
containination of surface water or groundwater, or requiring an 
emergency response by the relevant Water Services Authority. 

Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 684 
of 2007) as amended. 

Cork County Council. 

Keep equipment, plant and infrastructure in a fit state, including such 
regular inspection, servicing, calibration and repair as inay be necessary 
to perfom its function. 

As established under tlie National Environniental Enforcement Network. 

A measurement of organic biodegradable load and a population 
equivalent of 1 ( I  p.e.) means the organic biodegradable load having a 
five-day biochemical oxygen demand (ROD,) of 60g of oxygen per day; 
tlie load being calculated on the basis of the niaxinium average weekly 
load entering the waste water works during tlie year, excluding unusual 
situations such as those due to heavy rain 

The clischarge with tlie largest volume being discharged froin the waste 
water works. 

A potential, occasional OJ continuous discharge from tlie waste water 
works other than a primary discharge or a stoi-ni water overflow. 

A structure or device oii a sewerage systciii designed and constructed for 
the purpose of relieving tlie system of excess flows that arise as a result 
of rain water or melting snow in the sewered catchment, the excess flow 
being discliarged to receiving waters. 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Domestic waste water or the mixture of domestic waste water with 
industrial waste water. 

Sewers and their accessories (or any part thereof) and all associated 
structural devices, including waste water treatment plants, which are 
owned by, vested in, controlled or used by a water services authority for 
the collection, storage, treatment or discharge of waste water. 

Cork County Council. 

Waste water treatment plant. 
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I I 

PART I SCHEDULE OF DISCHARGES AUTHOJXISED 

In pursuance of the powers conferred on it by the Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regwlatioiis 
2007, as amended, the Environmental Protection Agency (the Agency), under Regulation 30 of the 
said Regulations grants this Waste Water Discharge Certificate of Authorisation to Cork County 
Council, Northern Division, Annabella, Mallow, County Cork. The Certificate of Authonsation 
authorises the discharge of waste water from the waste water works servicing the Rockchapel & 
Environs agglomeration descnbed below, subject to conditions listed in Part 11. 

Authorised Disclzarges, iii accordance with Reggcilatioig 5(2) qftlze Waste Water Dischwge 
(Aiitlzoiisutioii) Regulations 200 7, as arnended 

Discharges from agglomerations with a population equivalent less than 500 

PART I1 

Condition 1. Scope 

CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO THIS CERTIFICATE 

1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

1.5 

Statutory Obligations 

This Certificate of Authorisation is for the purposes of Waste Water Discharge authorisation 
under the Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007, as amended, only and 
iiotliiiig in this Certificate of Authorisation shall be construed as negating the Certificate of 
Authorisation holcler's statutory obligations or requirements under any other eiiactments or 
regulations. 

The agglomeration is the area outlined in red on Drawiiig Agglomeration Boundary 
Attaclinient €31 - Map 4 (received 31 January 201 1) ofthe application. Any reference in this 
Certificate of Authorisation to agglomeration shall mean the area thus outlined in red. 

For the purposes of this Certificate of Authorisation, the location(s) of the waste water 
discharge(s) authorised by this Certificate of Authorisation are as presented on Attachment 
B3 - Location of sampling points of the application. The primary discharge point is located 
at 12 1676E 1 15705N and discharges to the Feale River. 

Tlie Certificate of Authorisation holder shall make an application for a licence under 
Regulation 15 of the Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007, as amended, 
where there is an increase in tlie population equivalent to 500 or greater. 

Treatment Capacities 

Tlie Certificate of Authorisation holder shall maintain such available capacity within the 
waste water works as is necessary to ensure that there is no enviroiimental risk posed to tlie 
receiving water environment as a result of the discharge(s). The Certificate of Authorisation 
holder sliall upgrade the waste water works where the Certificate of Authorisation holder 
deterinines that there is inadequate treatment capacity available. 
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Condition 2. Notifications, Records and Reports 

2.1 The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall notify the Agency by webform or by any other 
means as may be specified by the Agency as soon as practicable after the occurrence of any 
incident. The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall include as part of the notification, the 
date and time of the incident, summary details of the occurrence and where available, the 
steps taken to minimise any discharges. The incident notification shall be provided in a format 
as may be specified and in accordance with any relevant guidance issued by the Agency. 

In the case of any incident relating to a discharge to water, the Certificate of Authorisation 
holder shall notify Inland Fisheries Ireland and the relevant downstream Water Services 
Authority as soon as practicable after such an incident. 

The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall as a minimum keep the following documents at 
the headquarters of the relevant Water Services Authority or such office as may be agreed by 
the Agency: 

2.2 

2.3 

2.3.1 

2.3.2 

2.3.3 

2.3.4 

2.3.5 

2.3.6 

2.3.7 

2.3.8 

The Certificate of Authorisation application and all associated documentation; 

The Certificate of Authorisation relating to the discharge(s) to waters from tlie waste 
water works; 

Records of all sampling, analyses, measurements, examinations, calibrations and 
maintenance carried out in accordance with the requirements of this Certificate of 
Authorisation and guidance produced by the Agency; 

Records of incidents, including the nature, extent, and iinpact of, and circuiiistances 
giving rise to, the incident, and all corrective actions taken to manage tlie incident, to 
~ninimise the effect on the environment, and to avoid recurrence; 

Records of all complaints of an enviroimieiital nature related to the clischarge(s) to 
waters from the waste water works in accordance with the national environniental 
complaints procedure. A record shall also be kept of the response and remediation 
action taken in the case of each complaint; 

Relevant correspondence with the Agency; 

Up to date drawings/plans showing the location of key process and eriviroiinieiital 
infrastructure, iiicluding monitoring locations and discharge points; 

Up to date operational procedures for all inonitoring and control equipinent necessary 
to give effect to this Certificate of Authorisation. 

This documentation shall be available to the Agency for inspection at all reasonable times. 

All reports shall be certified accurate and representative by the relevant Director of Services 
or a nominated, suitably qualified aild experienced deputy. 

Where a discharge from the waste water works has ceased permanently, the Certificate of 
Authorisation holder shall notify the Agency, within 3 months of cessation. 

2.4 

2.5 

2.6 Environniental Liabilities 

The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall prepare on an aimual basis, a statement as to the 
measures taken or adopted in relation to the prevention of damage to the environment, and the 
financial provisions in place in relation to the underwriting of costs for remedial actions 
following anticipated events (including closure) or accideiitsiincideiits, as may be associated 
witli discharges or overflows from the waste water works. The statement of measures shall be 
prepared in accordance with any relevant guidance issued by the Agency. The report on tlie 
statement of measures shall be available for inspection on request by authorised persons in the 
Agency. 
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2.7 The licensee shall pay to the Agency a contribution or such sum, as tlie Agency from time to 
time deterniines having regard to variations in the extent of reporting, auditing, inspections, 
sanipling and analysis or other functions carried out by the Agency, towards the cost of 
monitoring the discharges as the Agency considers necessary for the performance of its 
fLinctions under the Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007, as amended. 

Condition 3. Discharges 

3.1 No discharge from the waste water works is permitted save under and in accordance with this 
Certificate of Authorisation. 

The discharge(s) to waters from the waste water works shall comply with the conditions set 
out in this Certificate of Authorisation. 

The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall operate the waste water works in accordance 
with best practice to ensure that discharges from the works do not cause environmental 
pollution or a deterioration in the status of the receiving surface water body or groundwater 
body on either a temporal basis or a spatial basis. 

The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall, within twelve months of the date of grant of this 
Cei-tificate of Authorisation, identify appropriate improvements to the sewerage system, 
including the waste water treatment plant, which are necessary to ensure all discharge(s) from 
the agglomeration contribute towards achieving at least good status in accordance with the 
European Communities Environmental Objectives (Surface Waters) Regulations 2009 and/or 
the European Communities Enviromnental Objectives (Groundwater) Regulations 20 10. 

Tlie Certificate of Authorisation holder shall, within twelve months of the date of grant of this 
Certificate of Authorisation, identify the possible presence of organic conipounds aiidior 
metals from the primary discharge point (and any secondary discharge point within the 
agglomeration) and prepare a risk assessment. In identifying organic compounds and/or 
metals to be monitored, the risk assessment shall have regard to: 

3.2 

3.3 

3.4 

3.5 

(i) the results of analysis of any previous effluent screening ~iiidertaken, 
( i i )  the results of analysis of any screening undertaken in the receiving waters, 
(iii) the results of any analysis and licence liiiiitations to authorised discharge(s) to the 

waste water works. 

Tlie identification of the presence of organic compo~inds shall be repeated at intervals 
requested by the Agency and in accordance with any specific guidelines issued by the 
Agency. Report(s) on the identification sliall be available for inspection on request by 
authorised persons of the Agency. 

The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall prepare an inventory of all secondary discharge 
points, storm water overflows and emergency overflows and assess all secondary discharge 
points, stoiin water overflows and emergency overflows within the agglomeration, to identify 
and determine the integrity, effectiveliess of operation and improvements necessary to ensure 
conipliance with the requirements of this Cei-tificate of Authorisation. The assessment shall 
clearly identify and describe the improvement works necessary and shall include a timeframe 
for implementation and completion. The assessment shall be undertaken and prepared in 
accordance with any relevant guidance issued by the Agency. Report(s) on the assessment of 
tlie waste water works undertaken shall be available for inspection on request by authorised 
persons of the Agency. 

3.7 Having regard to the assessment carried out uiider Condition 3.6 the Certificate of 
Authorisation holder shall carry out the necessary improvement works in tlie tiineframe(s) 
specified in the assessment repoi-t(s). 

3.6 
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3.8 

3.9 

3.10 

3.1 1 

3.12 

The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall, as a minimum, biannually sample and analyse 
the discliarge from the primary discharge point for BOD, Suspended Solids and COD. 
Results shall be available for inspection on request by authorised persons of the Agency. 

The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall ensure that waste water discharges froin the 
agglomeration covered by this Certificate of Authorisation does not result in environmental 
pollution as defined in Article 3 of the Waste Water Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 
2007, as amended. 

The Certificate of Authorisation holder shall ensure that gross solids or litter associated with 
the discharges from the waste water works do not result in an impairment of, or an 
interference with, amenities or the environment. 

Storm Water Overflows shall comply with the definition of a storm water overflow as set out 
in the DoEHLG “Procedures and Criteria in relation to Storin Water.- Overflows ”, 1995 and 
any other guidance as may be specified by the Agency. 

The location, frequency, methods and scope of monitoring, sampling and analyses, as set out 
in this Certificate of Authorisation, may be amended with the agreement of the Agency 
following evaluation of test results. 

Sealed by the seal of the Agency on this the 18 day of April 2011. 

PRESENT when the seal of the Agency 
was affixed hereto: 

Karen Creed, Authorised Person 
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