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Crookstown  

  
   

 

CORK COUNTY COUNCIL 
(Southern Division) 

 
 

APPLICATION TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
FOR A WASTEWATER CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORISATION 

under the Wastewater Discharge (Authorisation) Regulations 2007 (S.I. No. 
684 of 2007) 

 
 
 

    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Location:  The agglomeration of Crookstown, County Cork 
 
Category of application:    < 500 PE 
 
 
 
Date Application Lodged: December 22nd 2009 
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 WASTE Application Form  

Crookstown  Page 2 of 36 

 

 
 
 

�������������	�
������


���	�	
�������

������	���	���

����	
��	��������
 
 
 
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

�
�

���	���������������
�	�������
��
�����������	�
���
�������
�����
����	��������������

��������������������� ���!���������"��#�#�����$�������"��#�#���
��%�������!��&���'�&���&���(�!��&��

EPA Ref. No: 
(Office use only) 
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Crookstown Village is located approximately 30km west of Cork City and 
approximately 10km east of Macroom.  The village is located a short distance south of 
the National Primary Road, the N22, which is the main Cork–Kerry road.  The 
agglomeration is located to the immediate south west of the Village.  The River Bride 
(South) flows through the western end of Crookstown. 
 Crookstown is designated as a village within the Macroom Electoral Area.  There is a 
communal septic tank in the village which serves the existing Council Estate.  This 
discharges to the River Bride (South). 
 
The Waste Water Works and the Activities Carried Out Therein 
The waste water treatment plant at Crookstown consists of two septic tanks which are 
linked and have one discharge.  Bishop Galvin Terrace is served by one septic tank 
which provides primary treatment.  The effluent is discharged into the Belmont 
Housing Estate sewerage network which is also served by a septic tank and discharges 
to the River Bride (South).   
 
Both septic tanks provide primary settlement, which according to the National Urban 
Waste Water Study (NUWSS) reduces the BOD load by approximately 30% and the 
Suspended Solids by approximately 50%.  The septic tank is de-sludged every three 
months or as appropriate, and the sludge is transported off site for treatment and 
disposal. 
 
 
The Sources of Emissions from the Waste Water Works 
The loading on the waste water works for the Crookstown agglomeration arises from 
Domestic Loading only, from the Council Housing Estates of Belmont Place and 
Bishop Galvin Terrace. 
 
 
The Nature and Quantities of Foreseeable Emissions from the Waste Water 
Works into the Receiving Aqueous Environment as well as Identification of 
Significant Effects of the Emissions on the Environment  
The source of emissions for this agglomeration is from the Council Estate of ‘Belmont 
Place’ and ‘Bishop Galvin Terrace’ which consists of 50 houses in total.  The 
population served by this septic tank is approximately 170 PE.  Domestic effluent is 
discharged to the septic tank.  Primary settlement occurs in the septic tank which is de-
sludged every three months.  The sludge is transported off site for treatment and 
disposal.  Treated effluent is discharged to the River Bride (South). 
 
 
The Proposed Technology and Other Techniques for Preventing or, where this is 
not possible, Reducing Emissions from the Waste Water Works 
The Crookstown WWTP was proposed to be constructed as a joint venture between 
Ruden Homes and Cork County Council after Ruden Homes planning application 
06/8284 was granted.  Planning Application 06/8284, relates to a development on the 
Northern side of town and at that time, there were no plans to include the 
agglomeration included in this application within that scheme.  To date the developer 
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has not proceeded with the overall development and no waste water treatment plant has 
been constructed. 
 
Cork County Council’s ‘Assessment of Needs 2004’ proposed to provide a new 
wastewater treatment plant, nutrient reduction and storm water separation to replace 
the existing septic tank, and to extend the sewerage network.  However this proposal 
was not realised. 
 
Under the ‘Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2009’, ‘Crookstown 
Sewerage Scheme’ was included for €1,200,000 funding under the Serviced Land 
Initiative (SLI) Scheme.  SLI funding approval was granted in November 2007, 
however with the publication of Circular L3/09 all SLI funding approvals were 
withdrawn for projects not at construction, except in exceptional circumstances.  As 
Crookstown was not at construction its approval was therefore withdrawn. 
 
Cork County Council have made an application to retain the SLI funding for 
Crookstown as an exceptional case but have not had a response from the DEHLG to 
date.  
 
The existing wastewater treatment plant in Crookstown is located approximately 100m 
south of the village.  The sewerage scheme in place serves a council housing estate 
constructed in the 1970’s.  It is a combination of 150mm and 225mm pipe network.  
The collection system has been extended so that an overflow from the septic tank 
serving Bishop Galvin Terrace overflows into the Belmont sewerage system. 
 
The septic tanks provide primary settlement only, which according to the National 
Urban Waste Water Study (NUWSS) reduces the BOD load by approximately 30% 
and the Suspended Solids by approximately 50%. 
The septic tanks are de-sludged quarterly and the sludge is transported off site for 
treatment and disposal. 
 
 
Further Measures Planned to Comply with the General Principle of the Basic 
Obligations of the Operator, i.e., that no Significant Pollution is caused 
The Crookstown WWTP was proposed to be constructed as a joint venture between 
Ruden Homes and Cork County Council after Ruden Homes planning application 
06/8284 was granted.  Planning Application 06/8284, relates to a development on the 
Northern side of town and at that time, there were no plans to include the 
agglomeration included in this application within that scheme.  To date the developer 
has not proceeded with the overall development and no waste water treatment plant has 
been constructed. 
 
Cork County Council’s ‘Assessment of Needs 2004’ proposed to provide a new 
wastewater treatment plant, nutrient reduction and storm water separation to replace 
the existing septic tank, and to extend the sewerage network.  However this proposal 
was not realised. 
 
Under the ‘Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2009’, ‘Crookstown 
Sewerage Scheme’ was included for €1,200,000 funding under the Serviced Land 
Initiative (SLI) Scheme.  SLI funding approval was granted in November 2007, 
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however with the publication of Circular L3/09 all SLI funding approvals were 
withdrawn for projects not at construction, except in exceptional circumstances.  As 
Crookstown was not at construction its approval was therefore withdrawn. 
 
Cork County Council have made an application to retain the SLI funding for 
Crookstown as an exceptional case but have not had a response from the DEHLG to 
date.  
 
At present there are no further measures planned. 
 
 
Measures Planned to Monitor Emissions into the Environment. 
The Cork County Council Environmental Laboratory does not carry out sampling of 
the influent and effluent at Crookstown nor is there a sampling programme in place on 
the River Bride (South).  However, for the purposes of this Waste Water Discharge 
Certificate sampling was carried out on one occasion.   
 
 
List of Attachments include the following: 
 

• Location Map Scale 1:50,000    Attachment A1 Map 1 
• Site Location Map of WWTP    Attachment A1 Map 2 
• Site Location Map of Agglomeration   Attachment A1 Map 3 
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*please see copy of attached letter sent by registered post to Mr F. Clinton 
,Programme Manager , Licencing Unit EPA on December 18th 2009 
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Cork County Council’ s ‘Assessment of Needs 2004’  proposed to provide a new 
wastewater treatment plant, nutrient reduction and storm water separation to replace 
the existing septic tank, and to extend the sewerage network.  However this proposal 
was not realised. 
 
Under the ‘Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2009’ , ‘Crookstown 
Sewerage Scheme’  was included for €1,200,000 funding under the Serviced Land 
Initiative (SLI) Scheme.  SLI funding approval was granted in November 2007, 
however with the publication of Circular L3/09 all SLI funding approvals were 
withdrawn for projects not at construction, except in exceptional circumstances.  As 
Crookstown was not at construction its approval was therefore withdrawn. 
 
Cork County Council have made an application to retain the SLI funding for 
Crookstown as an exceptional case but have not had a response from the DEHLG to 
date.  
 
Cork County Council’ s Assessment of Needs 2010-2012 addresses the need for the 
upgrade in sewage systems in Crookstown.  Priorities 45 & 46 total €3million in 
funding and address the need to upgrade the collection system and install a new 
WWTP. 
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C.1 Waste Water Treatment Plant 

The Waste Water Treatment Plant in Crookstown is located to the south west of 
Crookstown Village, to the rear of the council housing estate Belmont Place.   The 
existing septic tank serves the housing estates of Bellmount Place and Bishop Galvin 
Terrace.   
 
Bishop Galvin Terrace has a septic tank in place and treated effluent is discharged to 
the Belmont Place sewerage network.  Belmont septic tank receives the influent by 
gravity from Bishop Galvin Terrace (via a septic tank) and Belmont Place Housing 
Estate. 
 
The septic tank provides primary settlement only, which according to the National 
Urban Waste Water Study (NUWSS) reduces the BOD load by approximately 30% 
and the Suspended Solids by approximately 50%.  The septic tank is de-sludged 
quarterly and the sludge is transported off site for treatment and disposal.  There is no 
secondary treatment prior to discharge to the River Bride (South). 
 
Belmont Place and Bishop Galvin Terrace consist of 50 houses in total.  The 
population served by the septic tank is approximately 170 PE.  Domestic effluent only 
is discharged to the tank.  The design dry weather flow (DWF) for the plant is 
estimated at 38m3/day which is based on a population equivalent of 170 contributing 
approximately 225l/head/day.  This equates to an average flow of 1.6m3/hr. 
 
C.1.1 Storm Water Overflows 
There are no storm water overflows in the agglomeration 
 
C.1.2 Pumping Stations 
There are no pumping stations in the agglomeration 
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There is no monitoring programme in place in Crookstown at present. 
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The Cork County Council Environmental Laboratory does not carry out sampling of 
the influent and effluent at Bellmount, Crookstown, nor is sampling carried out on the 
River Bride (South).  However, for the purposes of this Waste Water Discharge 
Certificate sampling was carried out on one occasion.  
There is no monitoring programme envisaged for the area due to lack of resources. 
�
General Laboratory Information 
 The Waste Water Laboratory of Cork County Council is accredited for a number of 
analytical tests under the Irish National Accreditation Board (INAB) under the ISO 
17025 international standard. The details of the Accreditation can be found in 
Attachment E.2. The Waste Water Laboratory of Cork County Council is currently 
accredited for the following parameters under the ISO 17025 system:  

• pH 
• Biochemical Oxygen Demand 
• Chemical Oxygen Demand 
• Suspended Solids 
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• Ammonia 
• Ortho Phosphates 
• Total Phosphates  
• Chloride 
• Sulphate 
 

The laboratory perform a number of analytical tests e.g. fats, oil , grease and metals 
using an ICP-OES system and while the Waste Water Laboratory of Cork County 
Council is not currently accredited for extra tests the same analytical procedures and 
protocol are adhered to by the laboratory as would be required if the tests were 
accredited.  The laboratory also participates in proficiency testing schemes which 
measure the accuracy of the results and performance of the laboratory in both the EPA 
scheme and the WRC Aquacheck scheme from the UK. The performance of the 
laboratory in these schemes is excellent and the non-accredited tests are within the 
performance criteria for the schemes as evaluated by the scheme coordinators.  
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Describe the existing environment in terms of water quality with particular 
reference to environmental quality standards or other legislative standards. 
Submit a copy of the most recent water quality management plan or catchment 
management plan in place for the receiving water body. Give details of any 
designation under any Council Directive or regulations that apply in relation to 
the receiving water.   
The receiving water body of the Crookstown WWTP is the River Bride (South), 
which runs in an easterly direction for approximately 19km to its confluence with the 
River Lee on the western side of Ballincollig, downstream of the Lee Reservoir at 
Inniscarra.  The Bride therefore forms part of the Lee system.  There are no 
discharges to ground, or any other media. 
 
Specific localised EPA flow data is not available in the vicinity of the existing 
discharge points. 
 
 
Water Quality Standards 
The Water Framework Directive (WFD) aims to establish an integrated approach to 
water protection, improvement and sustainable use.  In order to achieve the 
requirements of the WFD, Ireland has been divided into a number or River Basin 
Districts or management units. The South Western River Basin District (SWRBD) 
comprises substantially the counties of Cork and Kerry, all of Cork City, and also 
parts of counties Limerick, South Tipperary and Waterford. 

The River Bride (South) (South) is included in the SWRBD.  The overall objectives 
of the SWRBD project include the following:  

• Strengthen compliance with EU Directives and national legislation  
• Collect and analyse information to determine water quality and identify 

possible threats to water status 
• Prevent further deterioration and protect/enhance water quality  
• Develop a programme of measures to address all significant pressures and 

sources of impact on aquatic ecosystems and groundwater  
• Encourage and facilitate public participation including the maintenance of 

a project website 
• Promote sustainable water use  

In order to achieve these objectives the following project tasks have been identified: 

• Identify pressures on water bodies and assess risk of not achieving 
compliance with the Water Framework Directive  

• Prepare a Characterisation Report 
• Identify Heavily Modified (HMWB) and Artificial Water Bodies (AWB) 
• Establish risk to waters from Hazardous Substances 
• Establish data management system and GIS 
• Prepare programme of measures 
• Review of monitoring needs  
• Design monitoring programme 
• Prepare River Basin Management Strategy 
• Assist public participation in the project  
• Prepare printed reports 
• Assist capacity building 
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Designations under relevant directives 
The River Bride (South) is not a designated Shellfish area under the Shellfish Waters 
Regulations, S.I.268 of 2006.  The River Lee, into which the River Bride (South) 
flows, is also not designated under these regulations. 
The River Bride (South) is not designated a Salmonid Water under Salmonid Water 
Regulations, S.I. 293 of 1988. The River Lee is designated Salmonid water; however, 
the Bride tributary provides a valuable spawning and nursery habitat for salmonid 
fish.  
The River Bride (South) is not designated a Bathing Water under the Bathing Water 
Regulations, S.I. 79 of 2008 as amended. 
The River Bride (South) is not a designated Sensitive Area under the Urban Waste 
Water Treatment Regulations 2001 (S.I. 254 of 2001). There is no sensitive area 
within 2km of any discharge point from Aghabullogue WWTP.  
 
 
Areas of Conservation 
The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government is responsible 
for the designation of conservation sites in Ireland. It is required under European law 
and national laws to conserve habitats and species, through designation of 
conservation areas under Special Areas of Conservation, Natural Heritage Areas and 
Special Protected Areas. 
 
Special Areas of Conservation 
Candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) are protected under the European 
Union (EU) Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), as implemented in Ireland by the 
European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997.  
The area surrounding the River Bride (South) downstream of the discharge is not a 
designated special area of conservation, the River Lee further downstream is also not 
a designated special area of conservation.  
 
Natural Heritage Areas 
Natural Heritage Areas are the basic designation for wildlife. A NHA is an area 
considered important for the habitats present or which holds species of plants and 
animals whose habitat needs protection. 
The River Bride (South) does not flow through any Natural Heritage Areas (NHA). 
Under the Wildlife Amendment Act 2000, NHAs are legally protected from damage 
from the date they are formally proposed for designation.  
 
Special Protected Areas 
Special Protected Areas (SPAs) are designated in order to safeguard certain habitats 
pursuant to EU Directive requirements. The EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) 
requires designation of SPAs for listed rare and vulnerable species, migratory species 
and wetlands. 
No designated special protected areas are located along the River Bride (South). 
 
Receiving Water Quality Requirement 
Water Quality analysis data for the River Lee is undertaken by the EPA, the River Lee 
system is covered in Hydrometric area no.19, however, the River Bride (South) is not 
included in the EPA survey , thus no data is available.  
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Receiving Water Quality Requirement 
The EPA takes samples from six locations along the River Bride (South), downstream 
of the treatment plant. These are located at Crookstown Bridge (LHS), Crookstown 
Bridge (RHS), at Coolmucky Bridge, at Kilcrea Bridge, at Killumney Bridge and at 
the bridge u/s of the Lee confluence. 
 
Table F1-2: Biological Quality Rating for River Bride (South) – Upstream and 
Downstream of the waste water treatment plant 
 

Location EPA Biological Quality Rating (Q-Values) 
 1990 1994 1997 1999 2003 2005 
Crookstown Br 
(LHS) 

4-5 4 4 4 4-5 4 

Crookstown Br 
(RHS) 

- 3 2 3 2 2-3 

Coolmucky Br 5 4-5 4 4-5 4-5 4-5 
Kilcrea Br 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Killumney Br 4 4 4-5 4-5 4 4 
Br u/s Lee R 
Confluence 

4 4 3-4 4 3-4 4 

 
The standard water quality requirements for dangerous substances are based on the 
Water Quality (Dangerous Substances) Regulations 2001. 
 
Hence, the principal receiving water quality requirements are given in Table 3 below: 
 
 
Table F1-3: Receiving Water Quality Limiting Values 
 

Parameter Water Quality Standard 
(ug/l) 

Atrazine 1.0 
Dichloromethane 10.0 

Simazine 1.0 
Toluene 10.0 

Tributyltin 0.001 
Xylenes 10.0 
Arsenic 25 

Chromium 30 
Copper 30 
Cyanide 10 
Fluoride 500 

Lead 10 
Nickel 50 
Zinc 100 

 
 
Provide details of the extent and type of ground emissions at the works. 
There are no emissions to ground at the works. 
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Provide a statement as to whether or not emissions of main polluting substances 
(as defined in the Dangerous Substances Regulations S. I. No 12 of 2001) to water 
are likely to impair the environment. 
A screening programme was undertaken for the parameters set out in the Dangerous 
Substances Regulations S. I. No 12 of 2001 as per the table below. This programme 
measured the levels in the discharge from the WWTP and measured river levels 
(upstream and downstream of the primary discharge point) on the River Bride 
(South). It is evident that all parameters measured downstream were found to be 
below levels required by the Dangerous Substances Regulations. 
 
 
In circumstances where water abstraction exist downstream of any discharge 
describe measures to be undertaken to ensure that discharges from the 
wastewater works will not have a significant effect on faecal coliform, salmonella 
and protozoan pathogen numbers, e.g., Giardia, in the receiving water 
environment. 
There are no abstractions downstream from the discharge point on the River Bride 
(South), and the confluence with the River Lee is downstream of the intake on the Lee 
reservoir.  There is another abstraction further downstream on the Lee near Cork City, 
however this is approximately 28km downstream of the discharges from the treatment 
plant so the abstraction of water should not be affected by this discharge. 
 
 
Indicate whether or not the  emissions from the agglomeration or any plant, 
methods, processes, operating procedures or other factors which affect such 
emissions are likely to have an effect a Natural Heritage Area, site of community 
importance under the habitats directive, special area of conservation or a site 
classified under the conservation of wild birds directive. 
It is not considered that the emissions for the agglomeration or any plant, methods, 
processes, operating procedures or other factors which affect such emissions are likely 
to have an effect on a Natural Heritage Area, site of community importance under the 
habitats directive, special area of conservation or a site classified under the 
conservation of wild birds directive. 
 
 
Details of any modelling of discharges from the agglomeration. 
No modelling has been undertaken of the discharges from the agglomeration. 
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The effluent from the discharge point is discharged to the Bride River (South). The 
Bride River (South) is a tributary of the River Lee, and meets the River Lee 
downstream of the abstraction point at the Lee Reservoir. 
 
There are no water abstractions from the Bride River (South), although water is 
abstracted from the River Lee, approximately 28 kilometres downstream at the Lee 
Waterworks. It is noted that the discharge into the Bride River (South) should not 
have any significant affect on the abstraction of water from the River Lee.  
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The Crookstown WWTP was proposed to be constructed as a joint venture between 
Ruden Homes and Cork County Council after Ruden Homes planning application 
06/8284 was granted.  Planning Application 06/8284, relates to a development on the 
Northern side of town and at that time, there were no plans to include the agglomeration 
included in this application within that scheme.  To date the developer has not 
proceeded with the overall development and no waste water treatment plant has been 
constructed. 
 
Cork County Council’ s ‘Assessment of Needs 2004’  proposed to provide a new 
wastewater treatment plant, nutrient reduction and storm water separation to replace the 
existing septic tank, and to extend the sewerage network.  However this proposal was 
not realised. 
 
Under the ‘Water Services Investment Programme 2007-2009’ , ‘Crookstown Sewerage 
Scheme’  was included for €1,200,000 funding under the Serviced Land Initiative (SLI) 
Scheme.  SLI funding approval was granted in November 2007, however with the 
publication of Circular L3/09 all SLI funding approvals were withdrawn for projects not 
at construction, except in exceptional circumstances.  As Crookstown was not at 
construction its approval was therefore withdrawn. 
 
Cork County Council have made an application to retain the SLI funding for 
Crookstown as an exceptional case but have not had a response from the DEHLG to 
date.  
 

Cork County Council’ s Assessment of Needs 2010-2012 addresses the need for the 
upgrade in sewage systems in Crookstown.  Priorities 45 & 46 total €3million in 
funding and address the need to upgrade the collection system and install a new 
WWTP. 
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Dangerous Substances Directive 2006/11/EC 
A screening programme was undertaken for the purpose of this application for all of 
the substances listed in S.I. No 12/2001 – Water Quality (Dangerous Substances) 
Regulations, 2001 with the exception of tributyltin.  The results of these tests form 
attachment F1.  At present there is no programme of improvements planned for 
Crookstown. 
 
 
Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC 
According to compiled EPA data the quality status of the River Bride (South) is 
‘Good’ .  At present there is no programme of improvements planned for Crookstown. 
 
 
Birds Directive 79/409/EEC 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are designated in order to safeguard certain habitats 
pursuant to EU Directive requirements. The EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) 
requires designation of SPAs for listed rare and vulnerable species, migratory species 
and wetlands. 
No designated special protected areas are located downstream of Crookstown along 
the River Bride (South).  No programme of improvements are being considered at this 
time. 
 
 
Groundwater Directives 80/68/EEC & 2006/118/EC 
The Groundwater Directive 2006/118/EC has been developed in response to the 
requirements of Article 17 of the Water Framework Directive: Strategies to prevent 
and control pollution to groundwater. Groundwater Quality standards are to be 
established by the end of 2008. 
 
There are no public ground water sources downstream of the Crookstown Plant.  No 
programme of improvements are being considered at this time. 
 
 
Drinking Water Directives 80/778/EEC 
The River Bride (South) is a tributary of the River Lee.  The River Bride (South) enters 
The River Lee near Ballincollig approximately 20km downstream of Crookstown.  The 
Lee Water Treatment Plant on the Lee Road is operated by the City Council and is 10km 
downstream of where the River Bride (South) enters The River Lee.  This plant is 
approximately 30km downstream of Crookstown.  Given the assimilative capacity of the 
River Bride (South) and the River Lee, the discharge at Crookstown should have no 
affect on the Lee Plant abstraction. 
 
Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive 91/271/EEC 
The Urban Waste Water Treatment Regulations (S.I. 254 of 2001) gives effect to 
provisions of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC). The 2001 
Irish Regulations cover the various requirements in relation to the collection and 
treatment of urban waste water. 
 
The Regulations require that waste water arising from populations of less than 2000, 
shall, by the end of 2005, be subject to appropriate treatment prior to discharge. 
Appropriate treatment is defined as: 
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 “…any process and / or disposal system which after discharge allows the 
receiving waters to meet the relevant quality objectives and the relevant provisions if 
the Directive and of other community Directives” 
 
The Third Schedule of the 2001 Regulations gives a list of Sensitive areas.  
Article 4(2)(a) states that all discharges into Sensitive Areas require more stringent 
treatment than secondary treatment. The River Bride (South) is not a designated 
Sensitive Area.  
 
 
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC 
Candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) are protected under the European 
Union (EU) Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), as implemented in Ireland by the 
European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997. The cSAC is 
designated on the basis of the presence of a large number of EU Habitats Directive 
Annex 1 habitats and Annex 2 species. None of the rivers in this area are cSACs, this 
includes the Minane River.  
 
 
Bathing Water Directive 76/160/EEC 
The River Bride (South) is not designated a Bathing Water under the Bathing Water 
Regulations, S.I. 178 of 1998 as amended. 
 
 
Shellfish Waters Directive (2006/113/EC) 
The River Bride (South) is not a designated Shellfish Area under the Shellfish Waters 
Regulations, S.I. 268 of 2006. The River Lee into which the River Bride (South) 
flows is also not designated under these regulations.  
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The South Western River Basin District (SWRBD) Programme is a multi annual 
programme aimed at achieving at least a good status on all waters.  Initially formed in 
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order to achieve compliance with the Water Framework Directive, 2000 this 
programme aims to improve water standards.  A river basin management system is 
being rolled out by the SWRBD team.  The management plan of the waterways for 
Cork and Kerry will be published in early 2010 and will be published for 
consideration before the management plan is adopted. 
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