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Countv Cork. (Rep. No. WO1 80-01). 

1.  Introduction 
McGill Environmental Systems (Ireland) Ltd was granted a waste licence (Reg. No. WO1 80- 
01) on 17"' February 2004 to operate a n  indoor cornposting fkility accepting non-hazardous 
biodegradable wastes- primarily sewagc sl~idge, industrial sludges. household and commercial 
waste. 
1 he quantity of wastes to be accepted is limitcd to 20,800 tomics per annuiii (-400 
toimcs!wcck). Schedule A of the licence limits the wastes accepted to Category 3 
hiodegradable household and commercial waste that has been source separated and separately 
collected. 
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2. Technical Amendment Request 
McGill Environmental Systems (Ireland) Ltd submitted a technical amentlment request on 
17"' August 2010 to allow for the acceptance of municipal waste that has undergone 
mechanical treatment (organic fincs) at anothei- facility. Greenstar have obtained a contract 
from Cork County Council to deal with orgnnic lines and Grcciistar have rcquested McGill to 
biologically stabilise them. 

McGill included a letter (dated 27'" July 20 I O )  fi-om Lkpaitment of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food (DAFF) stating that the ;ipplication to treat animal by-products at tlic facility was 
approved in principle and subject to the cotnplction of a Validaticm Repoit and compliance 
with a document entitled 'Conditions for approval ancl operation of cornposting plants treating 
animal by-products in Irelancl'. The current version on the DAFF wcbsitc is dated 27 Mal-ch 
2009. 
The resultant biologically stabilised waste is to be sent to landfill. 

3. Consultation with the Office of Environmental Enforcement (OEE) 
I have received advice from the E1.P sectoral experts in  relation lo updated conditions and 
schedules for cornposting facilitics. l 'he OE:E inspector for the facility advised that the 
proposed changes cannot bc accoiimodated under the existing licence. 

4. Compliance 
The Oil< Inspector indicated that since the operation conuiienced operations in Dec 2008 
there have been nine odour complaints; 4 in 2009 and 5 tliis year so far. N o  non-complianccs 
have been issued by the Agency in irelntion to  odour. 
l'wo non-compliances WCIK notcd during a site inspection last year. and ;I NUNC issued - 
tlicsc conccrned materials handling on site and record keeping. 
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5. Assessment 

Amcndincnt A, as proposed, inclutles the ii)llowing Glossary. Condition and Schedule 
amendment s : 

For clarity tlic Glossary is amcnded to include terms fbr coinposting, mechanical/ 
biological treatnient, organic fines, separate collection and stabilised biowaste. 

The revised Condition 1.3 will allow for tlie acceptancc of organic fines to produce 
stabilised biowaste. 

Revise Condition 1.4 to clarify the rcquircmcnts in relation to waste collection 
permits lbr the transport of the wastes. 

Condition 5.2.1 states that the biodegrndable waste must be put into tlie composting 
container within 60 hours o f  cipt but the more LIP to date requirements are within 
12 hours of receipt. The DAFI: guidance document rcconuncnds that the 
transformation of animal by-products should begin within 24 hours o f  receipt. The 
condition sliould be amended to reflect this. 

Condition 5.2.6 should be amended t o  allcnv for the organic fincs to be accepted for 
treatment at the Ihcility. 

Condition 5.6 should be amended to take account of the  acceptance and treatment of 
organic lines. 'llic condition also requires proposed outlet sites for stabilised biowaste 
to be submitted in advance to the Agcncy foi- agrccmcnt and lor recortls of the 
quantity of biowastc produced per annLnii to be tnaintaincci. 

Condition 5. I 1 and Condition 5.12 should be inserted to cnsurc tliat organic lines and 
separately collcctcd organic waste are storecl. proccsscd and cornposted in scparatc 
areas and that no mixing ol'thesc two \vaste streams takes place. 

Note 2 in .YL,/icxt/r//c, :I: IP'tir.rtc, ,,le ltl/rr('c' shoultl he amended to alloa. lor the 
acceptance of organic lines li-om nicclianical trcntment of n'astc. 

Sc/ret/it/e I/: C'orii/~o.st b:sc, should bc i-enanicd and amended to take account of tlie 
production of stabilized hiowastc and updated guidancc on composting requitenicnts. 
Anientled .Sc//c,[/ri/ca /I.- ~Y/(/iit/[ir.(/.s for. ( 'or i i/x~.st  Qotriirv. maintains the provision foi- 
the Agcncy to agrec aiiicndnicnts 01' tlic conipost quality standards. 

Condition 5.4 of the licence requires tliat any lvi-itten procedures are updated to reilect thc 
acceptance o f  new wastes and this should he clone hy the lieenscc prior to the acceptance of 
the organic fines. 

6. IPPC Directive requirements 

Annex I of the W I T  Dircctivc (2OOX.'1 /EC) lists the installations that are required t o  comply 
with the Directive. 'l'liis facility fills under Category 5.3 /ii.sttr//tr/ioii.\../or. ,+/re t/i .spo.str/ of'riori- 
/iuzcir.tloLrs u'trste m ilcjirwrl in , A r i r i ~ ~  Ilil to Dir.cwiiIc7 201)6//3EC ~ U I ~ / C N .  /rc~rt/irig.s 118 t r ~ /  

DY, wi/h (I cti/xici/,v c~.\-cc~iding JO toiiric'.s /)cv [/(rj,. The '1 cchnical Amentlnient includes those 
changes which arc rcquircd t o  hring the licence into conipliancc with the requirements oi' tlie 
Directive. 

Glossary ~ Adti detinition of' BAT and Incident 
Conditions ~ Add Resource Use and Energy 1:fficieiicy; Accident Prcvcntion and 
Emergency Iicsponse; ('lostire, liestonit ion and Aftercare Management 

Following consideration of thc above. i t  is consitlcrccl that tlic licence can bc technically 
amended by tlie exercise of the powers confci-I-ed by Section 4?H( 1 )(I>) and (e) of the Waste 
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Managenicnt Acts I990 to 201 0, i.e.. thc anicndmcnts will not rcsiilt in  thc relevant 
rcq~iirements of Section 40(3) ceasing to be satisfied and Section 76(4) of the Waste 
Management Acts 1996 to 2010. 

Recommendation 
I recornmend that the 'l'echnical Amenclment (Amendment A) be issued under 42B( 1) of the 
Waste Management Acts 1996 to 2010, subject to the conditions and for the reasons as 
drafted. 

P* Marie 0' nnor 
Senior Inspector 
Eiivironmental Licensing Programme 




