
Comhshaol, Oidhreacht agus Rialtas Aitiuil 
EnvironmenI, Heritage and Local Government 

i 
20 Scptcmber 2010 ! 

! 

Our Ref: E00067/2010 
Your Rcf: 1'0710-03 

Ms Maire Buckley 
Office o f  Climate, Licencing and Rcsource Use 
EPA 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Co. Wcxford 

Re: IPPC Licence Application hy Paul Tully, Rloate Pig Unit, IMlinakill, 
Portlaoise. Co. Laois 

A Chara. 

I refer to your recent lettcr in relation to the above-mentioned application. 
Outlined below are the nature conservation recommendations of the Ikpartment of the 
Environment. I Ieritagc and TJocal Govcrnment. 

The developmcnt lies close to the River Barrow and River Norc candidate Special Area 
of Conservation (cSAC) Site Code 2162, a European sitc. A site synopsis can be viewed 
at littp:i!\v\v\\.iip\\ls.idcn~rncdia:Media.~ 1 75.cn.pdf. 

This arca of the cSAC is of particular conservation interest as it is home to hard water 
firm of the Fresh Water Pearl Mussel (Afwpr i / i f era  vicrrguri/(fi.m ~ ~ Z W O L Y W . S ~ . S ~ .  This 
species is listed on Aiincx 11 of the IIabitats Directive. The entire population of 
Murgciritif2ru tn. clurrovensis lies between Poorinans Bridge and Ballyragget. 'Tallyho 
Bridge lies within this area. This is one ofthe very few species which occurs only in 
Ireland and nowhere else in the \vorld. The mussel was abundant in thc river twenty years 
ago. It is iiow on thc verge of extinction. 

The EIS provided is not sul'iciently dctailed to allay our conccrns i n  relation to this 
development. 

Duc to the location ofthis development partly within the cSAC and the likelihood that it 
will have a significant cffect thereon eithcr individuallv or in combination with othcr 
develonments. in accordance with Regulation 32 of the Europcan Communities iNatural 
I iabitats) Regulations. 1997 and 2005. the Environmental Protection Agency shall ensure 
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that an appropriate assessment of tlic iinplications for the site in vicw of the sites 
conservation obiectives is undcrtaken. A draft list of thc sites coiiscrvation objectives is 
attached. Such assessment shall pav particular attention to impacts on the Kore I'carl 
Mussel (,'bfurxm3ifcrci ni. clzrrrovensi.c-. 

Impacts of eflluent lioin the plant should be assessed. Impacts from sprcading of' mature 
must be assessed and land on u-hich mature to be spread niust be included in thc 
assessment. 

Suitably qualified persons must carry out the Appropriate Assessmen1 

Kindly forward a n y  further information received or in  the cvctit of a dccision being made 
a copy of same should be forwardcd to the following address as soon as i t  issues: 

Plcasc be advised that thc postal address for all corrcspondence to the Developmciit 
.4pplications Unit is The Manager, Development Applications Unit, Department of the 
Environmcnt, Heritage and Local Government, Newtown Road, Wexford. Please ensure 
all correspondcncc. for the attention of DAIJ. is forwarded to this addrcss. 

Mise IC Incas 
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j > , , , . , , ' , '  ~ 

Mary Doothnian 
Development Applications Unit 
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ctives 
European and national legislation places a c~llective trbligation 011 Irel;tnd and its 
citizens to maintain at favourable conservation status arcas dcsignatcd as 
candidate Special Areas o f  Conservation. The Coverninent and its agencics arc 
rcspoiisible for the implementation and enforcement of regulations that will 
ciisiirc the ccological integrity of these sites. 
According to the Ell I labitats Directive. favourable coiisei-vatiiiii status o f a  
habitat is achieved wlicii: 
* its iiatitral range, and area it covers witliiii that rangc. is stable or increasing, 
and 
* tlie ecological factors that are necessary foi- its long-term maintenance exist 
and are likely to continoc to cxist for the foreseeahle fiitiire, and 
* the conservation statits of its typical species is liivourable as delincd below. 
The favourablc conscrvation status o fa  species is achieved w h e n  
* popnlation data on the species concei-ned indicate that it is maintaining itself, 
and 
* the natural I-ange ofthe specics is neither bcirig reduced 01- likely to be 
reduced for the f(ii-eseeahle fiiture, and 
* thei-e is; and will probably coiititiuc to be. a sufticiently large habital t(r 
rnaiiitaiii its populations on a long-term basis. 
Objective I :  To tnaintaiii the Annex I habitats for which the cSAC has heen selected at 
(avoui-able ~oiiser~atioii  statiis: Estuaries; Mudflats and sandflats 1i0t c(ivered 
by seawater at low tide; Sd i co~~r iu  and other annuals colonising mud and sand; 
Atlantic salt meadows ((;lauco-Puccincllietalia mai-itiiiiae); Mediterranean salt 
meado\vs (Juncetalia mal-itiini); Water courses of plain to montane levels with 
the lianunculion tluitantis and Callitriclio-Batracliion vegetation; European dry 
heaths; Hydt-ophilous tall herb kinge coininunities of plains and ofthe ini)ntane 
10 alpine IcvcIs; Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoncurion); Old 
sessile oak ~voods with I l m  and Blechrirrrii iii British Isles: Alluvial forests with 
A 1riii.s gl/irino.srr and /.icrviiiu.s e~t-cel.sioT (A 111 o-Pad i on, A In i o t i  i icanae, Sa I ic io 11 
albae) 
Objective 2: '1.0 maintain the Annex I I  species for which tlie cSAC Ius  been selected at 
fa\,ourable conscrvation status: l'crrigo ri/o7r/in.sionu; ,Vfurguririfervr 

p/meri: Lirrr7~~errcr,~ir~iurili.c.: Alo.su/irl/u,~; S~I/NIO .snlw: Lirlrii I i i r w :  

Trichorr~~rw.~ .spcio.simr; :I4urguririj& diirrovcn.si.s 
Objective 3: To maintain the extent, species richness and hiodive~-sity ofthe cnlirc site 
Objective 4: To establish effcctivc liaison and co-operation with landowners, legal L ISC~S and 
relevant atitliorities. 

IrlurgcIriIIfir~i; ill/,slro/~o/u/l/rlh;rrs /JU//@e.S: Pcho/7l~ZOl/ /7/ciri~llLS; ~ ~ l l l l / J l ~ / / W  
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