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Our Ref: RM/S23/9 

Environmerrtal Protection Agency, 
P.O. Box 3000, 
Johnstown Castle Estate, 
County Wexford. 

Comhairle Cathrach 
Phort Lairge 

anuary 2009. 

1 Protection ~ g e n c y  I 

Waste Licence Reprister Number WO244-01. 
- Objection to Pro~osed Decision. 

Dear Sirs, 

Please find attached 

Licence for the 

I'q schedule of objections to the proposed 

aste Water Treatment Plant at Gorteens, Co. 

funded by y d  in acco 

ounties, and as a result are pleased 
anxious to obtain maximum value 

(titions with a view to achieving this value, without 

A cheque in the sum of €500 for an objection by the Applicant is also attached. 

Yours sincerely, 

df l t '25y  
RayMannix, 
Senior Engineer, 
Environmental Services. 

Environmental Services @ 051 309900 I@ www.waterfordcity.ie Seirbhisi Comhshaoil 
Wallace House, Maritana Gate, @ 051 849530 @ environservices@waterfordcity.ie Aras Wallace, Geata Maritana, 
Canada Street, Waterford. Sra'id Cheanada, Port Uirge. 
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PHASE 2 

CONTRACT5 

WATERFOlRD CITY COUNCIL 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

SPRINGFIELD HOUSE, GORTEENS, CO. KILKENNY 

OBJECTIONS TO PROPOSED EPA WASTE LICENCE 

REGIISTRATION NUMBER WO24601 

Waterlord City CoMd 
Wallace House 
MIvitana Gate 
Canada Street 
Waterford 

MO# MacDonald Pettit 
Consulting Engineen, 
5 Eastgate Avenue 
Eastgate 
Little Island 
Co. Cork. 

Job Nr. : PA9270 January 2009 
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pa92700 i298c.doc 

Rev. 
Nr. 
A 

Revision Control Table 

Description of Chang 

Initial Issue 

The User is Resuonsible for Checkinp the Revision Status ofthis Document 

"This donrment has been prepared for the titled project or named part t h d d  should not be relied upon or used for any 
ocha project witfiout an indepedrnt chcdr being carried out as to its suitability and prior written authaity of Mott 
MacDonald Pcttit being obtained. MM MlacDonald Pcftit accepts no responsibility or liability for the of this 
doarmcnt being uscd fora puposeotktltiin the purposes tbrwhich it as cummissioned. Any person usmg or- on the 
daMlent for such otherpurposeagrees, ;md will by sudr use or diance be& to confirm his agrumenc to indemnify 
Mott MacDonald Pettit fn all loss or d m  rrsulting thcrrfiom. Mott P A d h d d  pcttlt accepts no wponsiility or 
liability for this doaunent to any patty othm tfiaa the pason by whom it was cormnissioned. 

To the amt that Uiis regolt is based on inlfamation sopplied by Otha parks, Mott MecDonald Pettit acccpts no liability for 
any loss or damage suffaed by the client, amether contrauual or tortious, stemming fiom any conclusions based on data 
supplied by parks other thsn Mott MacDcnrald Pettit and d b y  Mott MacDorasld PctM in PFeparing this report" 

Doc NC PA927O.N-R-03-A ii 
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- . . .. . . . - 

paSn00 1 298c.doc 

AA BACKGROUND 

A1 Waterford City Cauncil have made an application for a licence with respect to 
the Wastewater Treatmemt Plant currently under construction at Gorteens, Co. 
Kilkenny. 

A2 The Envirommtal Protection Agency has issued a proposed decision on the 
Waste Licence. The proposed decision contains conditions n u m b d  1 
through 12, with many of the conditions containing a number of sub- 
conditions. The proposed decision also conftljfls a series of schedules 
numbered A though D, with each schedule - g a series of sub- 
schedules. The plant is currently coasttllcted and is in the process of being 
commissioned. 

. .  

A.3 It is noted that rmeral of the conditions state a time h e  for items to be 
completed. It is pmposed in relation to certain coll<litioos of the licence that 
the time frame relates to the completion of the commissioning period or the 
date o f  grant of shis licence whichever is the lata. The date of grant of this 
licence could potentially be much earlier than the date of the end of the 
commissioning period. 

B.0 FEE 

A cheque for €500 has been included with this objection. 

Doc NE PA927bN-R-03-A 1 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 26-07-2013:03:35:10



C.0 DETAILED LIST OF OBJECTIONS 

Condition 2 Facility Management 

I 

No objection witla the exception of the foplowing:- 

c.1 - 2.1.1 - Facilitv Manwer 
We object and propose that the wording in the last sentence is replaced b r -  

"The Facility Mimager or a suitably qualified deputy shall be present on the 
facility during the normal working week. A standby rota system shall be in 
place to respond to call outs and SCADA system alarms. The standby staff 
shall e v e  tmbling to a level agreed with the Agencf'. 

Grounds 
The plant will o-e on a 24 hour day for 365 days per year. The plant is 
automatic and alarm signals are sent to suitably trained persons in the event of 
a plant malfimctioa A to have a nominated suitably qualified 
deputy present on the facility at all times would greatly increase the staffing 
levels beyond what is considered reasonable for an automatic plant. This is not 
considered to be: necessary and is not the practice in similar plants such as 
Limerick or Dungarvan. 

comments 
The Licensee and Agency can agree the appropriate level of the staf€ing with 
respect to the ad out 

c.2 2.1.2 - Training 
We object and pvapose an amendmeat to the last sentence of this condition as 
follows:- 

"In addition the ,Facility Manager and a person who deputises for the manager 
shall have succepjsfLlly completed an appropriate waste management training 
course such as the come provided by FAS or an equivalent appropriate course 
agreed between the Licensee and the Agmcy". 

Grounds 
The training given to the manager and persons who deputise for the manager in 
response to partitdar situations shall be approPriate for the functions required. 

It is expected that the training provided to the manager and deputies will be 
aooeptable to the Agency. It is also possible that the FAS training coucse may 
not be available at a suitable time. 

c.3 2333 - Envfroinmental Manapement Proeramm e 
We object only to the timing of this provision. Submission of the EMP to the 
Agency within 6 months h m  the date of graut of this licence may be possl'be, 
but depends on die date of grant of licence. 

Doc Nr: PA9270-N-R-03-A 2 
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'1 

Grounds 
The Licence could be issued at an early date while the commissioning period 
after the grant of the licence could restrict the time available to prepare the 
programme- 

PrODOSal 
"The submi#al of the EMP to the Agency shall be within 6 months of the 
completion of colnmissioning of the facility, or the date of grant of this licence. 
There shall be agreement on the timing between the Licensee and the Agency. 

c.4 233.7 - Communications Frwramm e 
We object to the phrase "at the facility". 

ProDosal 
Omit "at the fbility" and replace with "at the offices of the Licensee". 

orounds 
The Licensee has access to the SCADA system and is bettex placed to provide 
appropriate staff so that members of the public can obtain information 
concerning the Environmental Paformance of the Wlity at all reasonable 
times. 

Condition 3 - Infrastructure and Operation 

C.5 3.1 
object only with resped to the timing. 

Grounds 
If the Agency nnakes a decision that requires additional infrastructur e it is 
likely to take some time to procure same, particularly where agreement with 
the Agency is required. 

pronosal 

'""he iniiwtmdwe shall be provided in a time period agreed between the 
Licensee and the Agency in advance of the cornencement of the licensed 
activities where Ibis is f-ile". 

Add and additid sentence:- 

3 3  - FacW Security 

C.6 - 33.1 
We object only with respect to clarification of what is required with respect to 
fencing, 90% of which has already been installed, and is generally in 
accordance with this condition. 

pro_Dosal 
Add asentmceto 3.3.1:- 
"The details of the fkncing shall be agreed between the Licensee and the 
Agency". 

Doc NE PA92mN-RM-A 3 
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pa92700 1298c.d~ 

Grounds 
The Licensee requires confinnation that the fencing installed is acceptable to 
the Agency, or that any proposed additid WO* satis@ the requirements of 
the Agency. 

3.4 - Facilitv Roads and Site Serviees 

c.7 - 3d3 
We object to the wording of 3.4.2 and propose that the following wording is 
included:- 
"The p i s e  extmt of concrete to be provided shall be subject to agreement 
between the Lice~xsee and the Agency following a risk assessment". 

OrOUlldS 
Large areas of ccincrete may contribute to additional stormwater volumes and 
the associated managmeat thereof without increasing the Enviromd 
protection afkdtd 

3.11 - Tank, Coiitainer and Drom Stonwe Areas 

c.8 3.11.1 and 3.114 
We have no objazion to these ccmditiom provided that it is made clear that the 
interpretation does not relate to a requirement to bund large predominantly 
concrete tanks and containers. 

Reason 
To provide clarity of interpretation of these conditions. 

c.9 - 3.15 
We object to the second sentence of this Condition. We request that the time 
h e  is changed to ''withk 3 months of the grant of this licence". 

Grounds 
To allow time for proammat and installation of a h m s  in agreement with the 
Agency. 

Condition 4 - hterpretation 

c.10 4.1.2 -Non Continuous Monitorhp of Emhions to Atmosphere 
We object to the wording of this clause. 

Grounds 
The proposed sampling for this will comprise discrete sampling so refaace to 
time averages is not appropriate. 

Condition 6 - Control and Monitoring 

c.11 6.1.1 -Test P r o m  e 
We object to the wording of this condition. 

Doc Nr: PA!Z27&N-R-03-A 4 
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Grounds 
The condition ref& to test programmes for all components of the waste water 
treatment plant and associated equipment. The individual items of equipment 
and the plant as a whole process are subject to a series of tests during 
construction and commissioning to ensure their correct operation prior to the 
plant as a whole being put into operation. The tests to be carried out during 
operation are prescn'bed by the licence. 

Conditions 6.1.2 to 6.1.4 refer specifically to the abatemeat equipment and it 
would appear to ibe consisteat that 6.1.1 is primarily intended to apply to the 
abatement equipment. 

Records of the tests that have already been carried out on equipment during 
construction and commissioning can be made available should the Agency 
require. 

PtaDosal 
We ppose that the wording of 6.1.1 be revised to:- 
"Test Prohyammtes - Abatement Equipment". 

C.12 6.10 - In- and Water "Whtness Testing 
We object to this condition only to the extent that it applies to &I underground 
pipes¶ tanks bunding slrudures and containers. 

Grounds 
All liquid containing elements have already been tested for water tightness and 
records have b e a k  retained and can be made available to the Agency. Once the 
plant is in 24 hour, 365 day work operation it may not be possible to take aut of 
service some of the above elements fot additional testing because this will 
compromise the environmental performance of the plant. 

ProDoSal 
Add a sentence:- 
"The scope of testing to be carried out every 3 years shall be agreed with the 
Agency". 

C.W 6.15.1 - A n n d  Noise S u r ~ e ~  
We object to this requirement. 

Grounds 
It is considered ~ ~ e c e ~ s a r y  if there are no noise problems or complaints, or no 
modifications to ithe plant. 

prowsal 
Add a sentence to the end- 
"The Agency will review the need for¶ and frequency of; M e r  surveys if the 
first survey is sa~tishctory and if there are no complaints firm the public with 

Doc Nr. PA9270-N-R-03-A 5 
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pa927001 2 9 8 c . h  

respect to noise, otherwise noise surveys will be Canried out as described 
elsewhere in the licence”. 

Condition 8 - Materials Handling 

c.14 8.17.9 - Landsmeadhe Methods 
We object to this condition only in so fiu as clarification is needed. 

c+nmnds 
The methods mentioned may not be appropriate for sludge biocake. 

PrOUOSal 
The method of landspreading of sludge biocake shall be in compliance with 
itatutory regulations and guidelines and shall be arrived at in advance by 
agreement between the Licensee and the Agency. 

SCHEDULE B - Emission L d t s  

B1- Emissions to Air 

C.15 Odonr Contra1 Eauioment 
We object and request that the conditions in relation to the odour control 
system are reworded. 

Grounds 
The performance criteria for the odour control equipment installed on site 
relates to hydrogen sulphide amcentration and odour units. 

pnrwsal 
We request that ithe conditions in relation to the odour control system are 
reworded to refled these parameters following agreement be.€wem the 
Licensee and the Agency. 

C.16 Emissions to Air fmm the Boilers 
We object to this provision. 

GrOUUdS 
The composition of feed biogas will be variable and it is not possible to predict 
the concentration of oxides of sulphur in the exhaust gas with any degree of 
CertaiIltY. 

ProDoSal 
An appropriate emission limit value is agreed With the Agency in due course. 

SCEEDULE C - Control and Monitoring 

C. 17 We object to the control and monitoring procedures in so fiu 8s there are a 
number of minor cdimces farm the monitoring procedures embodied in the 
design of the mbnent plant. 

Doc Nr: PA927&N-R-03-A 6 
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pa92700 1298c.h 

Grounds 
The procedures cmbodied in the design are those described and interpreted 
form the Departrment of the Environment Guidelines (r)Ms) for procedures for 
operation of such plants. These are normally considered to be adequate and do 
not differ sigdicimtly from those in Schedule C. 

E!x?EXd 
The table enclosed highlights the conditions that are required in the proposed 
licence and the procedures that are embodied in the design of the plant. We 
propose that the schedules are revised to BccoIllILlodate theses changes, which 
do not differ significantly h m  the schedule in the proposed licence, in 
agreement between the Licensee and the Agency. 

Doc Nr: PA9270-N-R-03-A 7 
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D.0 ORALHEARING 

An oral hearing is not requested with this application. 

Doc NK PA9270-N-R-03-A 12 
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