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Appendix 5 
 

The Status and Designation of Irish Mammal Species 
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Appendix 5 Conservation Status of Irish Mammals 
 
The Irish Red Data Book of Vertebrates (Whilde, 1993) contains a list of mammal 
species that are threatened or extinct in Ireland as well as species that may be 
relatively common in this country but are considered of international conservation 
importance.  Most Irish mammals are afforded protection under the 1976 Wildlife Act, 
Wildlife Amendment Act 2000 (and 1979 Bern Convention) although some are 
considered as quarry species e.g. Irish Hare.  For instance, any action likely to 
impact on roost sites of Bats must be notified in advance to the Department of 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  
 
All of the (then known) Irish bat species are Red Data Book species, with Whiskered 
Bat, Myotis mystacinus and Natterer’s Bat, Myotis nattereri given an elevated 
threatened status.  Neither of these latter species is known to occur in this part of 
Kerry.  Hedgehog, Irish Hare, Pine Marten, Badger and Otter are all considered 
internationally important.  Otters are also protected under international law as they 
are listed on the IUCN list of vulnerable species (United Nations, 1991). 
 
Several Irish mammal species are included in Annex II of the EU Habitats Directive 
(92/43/EEC) Lesser Horseshoe Bats, Rhinolophus hipposideros, and Otter.  The 
presence of these species of EU community interest requires the designation of a 
number of Special Areas of Conservation.  Several species are also mentioned in 
Annex IV of the directive: animals of community interest in need of strict protection; 
e.g. Otter, Cetaceans and Bats.  Annex V, details species of community interest 
whose ‘taking’ in the wild and exploitation may be subject to management measures.  
Annex V includes Pine Marten, and Irish Hare. 
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Appendix 6 
 

Terrestrial Macroinvertebrates 
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Plate 8.1.  Female cuckoo bumblebee, Bombus rupestris. Photograph taken at 
Beaumont Quarry August 2006 
 

 
 
Plate 8.2.  Six-spot Burnet Moth, Zygaena filipendulae.  Photograph taken at 
Beaumont Quarry, August 2006 
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Appendix 7 
 

Description of Habitat Types found in the vicinity of Beaumont Quarry 
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Habitat descriptions - as per Fossitt (2000). 
 
Amenity grassland (improved) GA2 
This type of grassland is improved, or species-poor, and is managed for purposes 
other than grass production. It includes amenity, recreational or landscaped 
grasslands, but excludes farmland. Most areas of amenity grassland have been 
reseeded and are regularly mown to maintain very short swards. Fertilisers and 
herbicides are often applied but there is rarely any grazing by livestock. The sward may 
comprise a variety of grasses, including some that also occur in improved agricultural 
grassland - GA1, but rye-grasses (Lolium spp.) are rarely abundant. Broadleaved 
herbs such as Daisy (Bellis perennis), Dandelion (Taraxacum spp.), clovers (Trifolium 
spp.) and plantains (Plantago spp.) are common. Amenity grassland is typically 
associated with lawns and other managed grassland areas in gardens, parks, grounds 
of various buildings or institutions, golf course fairways, grassy sports fields and race 
courses. 
 
Dry meadows and grassy verges GS2 
Dry meadows that are rarely fertilised or grazed, and are mown only once or twice a 
year for hay are now rare in Ireland. Most have been improved for agriculture and this 
type of grassland is now best represented on grassy roadside verges, on the margins 
of tilled fields, on railway embankments, in churchyards and cemeteries, and in some 
neglected fields or gardens. These areas are occasionally mown (or treated with 
herbicides in the case of some railway embankments), and there is little or no grazing 
or fertiliser application. This pattern of management produces grasslands with a high 
proportion of tall, coarse and tussocky grasses such as False Oat-grass 
(Arrhenatherum elatius) and Cock's-foot (Dactylis glomerata). Other grasses may 
include Yorkshire-fog (Holcus lanatus), Smooth Meadow-grass (Poa pratensis), Barren 
Brome (Anisantha sterilis) and Meadow Foxtail (Alopecurus pratensis). The 
broadleaved herb component is characterised by a range of species that either grow 
tall, such as Cow Parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), Hogweed (Heracleum sphondylium), 
Goat's-beard (Tragopogon pratensis), Nettle (Urtica dioica) and Common Knapweed 
(Centaurea nigra), or climb the stems of others, as in the case of Bush Vetch (Vicia 
sepium) and Meadow Vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis). Grassy verges may support other 
smaller broadleaved herbs such as Pignut (Conopodium majus), Creeping Cinquefoil 
(Potentilla reptans) and clovers (Trifolium spp.). 
 
 
Scattered trees and parkland WD5 
This category can be used in situations where scattered trees, standing alone or in 
small clusters, cover less than 30% of the total area under consideration but are a 
prominent structural or visual feature of the habitat. This usually occurs in areas of 
cultivated grassland, particularly amenity areas. In the case of parkland or parks which 
originate from former planting and landscaping, the proportion of non-native trees is 
typically high. 
 
Scrub WS1 
This broad category includes areas that are dominated by at least 50% cover of 
shrubs, stunted trees or brambles. The canopy height is generally less than 5 m, or 4 m 
in the case of wetland areas. Scrub frequently develops as a precursor to woodland 
and is often found in inaccessible locations, or on abandoned or marginal farmland. In 
the absence of grazing and mowing, scrub can expand to replace grassland or heath 
vegetation. Trees are included as components of scrub if their growth is stunted as a 
result of exposure, poor soils or waterlogging. If tall trees are present, these should 
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have a scattered distribution and should not form a distinct canopy. This category does 
not include areas that are dominated by young or sapling trees (<5 or 4 m in height) or 
young conifer plantations. 
 
Ornamental/non-native shrub WS3 
This category should be used for areas that are dominated by ornamental and non-
native shrubs. Most of these originate from planting and can be found in formal beds 
and borders in gardens, parks and other landscaped areas. It also includes areas 
where non-native shrubs have escaped and become naturalised in urban and rural 
situations. The range of possible non-native shrubs is extensive but some of the more 
common examples include Fuchsia (Fuchsia magellanica), Butterfly-bush (Buddleja 
davidii), Box (Buxus sempervirens), Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus), Cotoneaster 
(Cotoneaster spp.), Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum) and Cherry Laurel 
(Prunus laurocerasus). Ornamental/non-native shrubs should not be recorded as a 
separate habitat where they occur in the understorey of woodlands. 
 
Hedgerows WL1 
Linear strips of shrubs, often with occasional trees, that typically form field or property 
boundaries. Most hedgerows originate from planting and many occur on raised banks 
of earth that are derived from the excavation of associated drainage ditches. 
Dimensions of hedgerows vary considerably, depending largely on management and 
composition, and are taken here as being mainly less than 5 m high and 4 m wide. 
When wider or taller than this, or dominated by trees, the habitat should be considered 
as a narrow strip of scrub or woodland, or as a treeline - WL2. Some hedgerows may 
be overgrown or fragmented if management has been neglected, but they should still 
be considered in this category unless they have changed beyond recognition. Linear 
strips of low scrub are included in this category if they occur as field boundaries.  
Species composition varies with factors such as age, management, geology, soils and 
exposure. Hedgerows commonly support a high proportion of spinose plants such as 
Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), Gorse (Ulex 
europaeus), Holly (Ilex aquifolium), Dog-rose (Rosa canina) or Bramble (Rubus 
fruticosus agg.), in addition to many other native and non-native trees and shrubs 
including, for example, Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Hazel (Corylus avellana), Beech 
(Fagus sylvatica), Elder (Sambucus nigra), elms (Ulmus spp.) and willows (Salix spp.). 
Some of these may occur as scattered tall trees. Fuchsia (Fuchsia magellanica), an 
introduced shrub, is a common component of hedgerows in parts of the south and west 
of Ireland. Hedgerows frequently support climbing plants such as Ivy (Hedera helix), 
Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum), Hedge Bindweed (Calystegia sepium), 
Cleavers (Galium aparine) and Bush Vetch (Vicia sepium). Tall grasses, including 
False Brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) and Hairy-brome (Bromopsis ramosa), ferns, 
and woodland herbs are characteristic.  
 
 
Treelines WL2 
A treeline is a narrow row or single line of trees that is greater than 5 m in height and 
typically occurs along field or property boundaries. This category includes tree-lined 
roads or avenues, narrow shelter belts with no more than a single line of trees, and 
overgrown hedgerows that are dominated by trees. Most treelines are planted and 
trees are often regularly spaced. They commonly comprise a high proportion of non-
native species such as Beech (Fagus sylvatica), Horse Chestnut (Aesculus 
hippocastanum), Sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), limes (Tilia spp.), some poplars 
(Populus spp.) and conifers. Trees may occur on level ground or on banks of earth. 
The presence or absence of hedgerow or scrub at the base should be noted. If 
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treelines are greater than 4 m wide at the base they should be considered as narrow 
stretches of woodland. 
 
 
Exposed calcareous rock ER2 
This category is used for all natural and artificial exposures of calcareous bedrock and 
loose rock, and any other exposures of basic rock, with the exception of unstable scree 
and areas of rocky coastline. It occurs in upland and lowland areas and can include 
inland cliffs and crags, limestone pavement, and rock surfaces that are exposed by 
excavation. Note that active rock quarries with ongoing high levels of disturbance are 
excluded (See active quarries and mines - ED4). There may be some patchy cover of 
vegetation but the total area of bare rock, with or without lichen cover, should exceed 
50% for inclusion in this category. Exposed calcareous rock may support small pockets 
of species-rich calcareous grassland, heath or scrub vegetation. North-facing limestone 
cliffs in montane areas can be important for rare plant species.  
Limestone pavement is a notable inclusion in this category. It includes areas of level, 
gently-sloping or terraced limestone bedrock that are fissured, broken or weathered 
along natural joints and faults to produce classic 'clint and gryke' features. Areas of 
loose limestone rubble known as 'shattered pavement' are also included. Large 
expanses of bare rock are common and, where soil cover is absent, plants are usually 
restricted to fissures and other spaces between the rocks. Typical colonisers include 
ferns (particularly Cystopteris fragilis and Asplenium spp.), and woodland plants such 
as Honeysuckle (Lonicera periclymenum), Ivy (Hedera helix) and Sanicle (Sanicula 
europaea). Small pockets of dry calcareous grassland, heath or scrub vegetation are 
common in areas where there is sufficient soil cover. The diversity of plant species on 
limestone pavement is typically very high. Unique combinations of arctic-alpine species 
such as Mountain Avens (Dryas octopetala) and Spring Gentian (Gentiana verna) 
occur together with Atlantic-Mediterranean species such as Wild Madder (Rubia 
peregrina), Irish Orchid (Neotinea maculata) and Maidenhair Fern (Adiantum capillus-
veneris) in the Burren, and other areas of limestone pavement.  
 
Artificial underground habitats EU2 
This category includes excavated underground passageways such as underground 
mine shafts (disused only) or wells, and rail or road tunnels. Underground 
archaeological features such as souterrains can also be considered here. Note that 
active quarries and mines - ED4 are excluded. Artificial underground habitats are 
noted as possible refuges for wildlife, particularly bats. 
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