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Bog of the Ring Public Water Supply: Sowce Protection Zones

6.3 Subsoil Geology

The subsoils in North Co. Dublin were mapped in the 1990’s by the Quaternary Section of the GSI.
This information has been incorporated in the Teagasc subsoil mapping (Meehan, 2004), on which the
following categories and descriptions are based. Drilling and permeability mapping carried out for this
project by the GSI provided additional information on the subsoils.

The subsoils comprise a mixture of fine-and coarse-grained materials, specifically, tills, lacustrine
clays, alluvium and gravel. The characteristics of each category are described briefly in the following
sections. The subsoil map is shown in Figure 4 and Map 2.

6.3.1 Till

Till is a poorly sorted sediment comprising a wide range of particle sizes. Tills are often
overconsolidated, or tightly packed, unsorted, unbedded, possessing many different particle and clast
(stone) sizes, and commonly have sharp, angular clasts (Meehan, 2004). Tills are often termed
‘boulder clays’ by engineers. There are three main types in the area, categorised according to their
dominant lithological component, which are described below.

e Sandstone and shale till (Lower Palaeozoic) with matrix of Irish Sea Basin origin
(IrSTLPSsS)
Dominating the area to the north, east and west of the pumping wells the till is predominantly
‘clayey’ in texture (Meehan, 2004). Thirty seven auger holes were drilled by GSI into this till
unit. The subsoil is classed as “CLAY” using BS 5930 (1939% in 49% of the available subsoil
samples, and as “SILT/CLAY” in 40% .

: ﬁ
e Sandstone and shale till (Lower Palaeozoic) (T \Agﬁqf
This ‘clayey’ till unit is predominant in areas r@ock is relatively close to the surface, which
tend to be the higher relief areas. It generall ‘ég;ﬁ’pnses relatively small areas surrounded by the
Sandstone and Shale till (IrSTLPSsS) uni (ﬂze northern half of the area. Furthermore, the till is
distributed to the northeast and east £ the rock outcrops, for example at Dermotstown and
Stephenstown. Seven auger holes g@ﬁ:\&llled by GSI into this till unit. The texture is variable,
with three samples classed as “CL two samples as “SILT/CLAY”, and two samples classed
as “SAND/GRAVEL?”, using BS 6930.

e Shales and sandstones till %unan) (TNSSs)
This ‘clayey’ till unit dominates the area to the south of the pumping wells. Fourteen auger holes
were drilled by GSI into this unit. The subsoil is classed as “CLAY” using BS 5930, in 71% of
the available subsoil samples (14).

6.3.2 Lacustrine Deposits (L)

Lacustrine deposits consist of sorted gravel, sand, silt and clay, occupying low-lying flat areas: in the
vicinity of Ring Commons (where the pumping wells are situated) and along part of the Matt River,
and at Gibbonsmoor. Sand and gravel is present beneath the lacustrine deposits. The thickness of the
deposits overlying the sand and gravel in the area of the pumping wells is recorded in the borehole
logs to be in the range of 9-12 m thick.

6.3.3 Alluvium (A)

Alluvium is a post-glacial deposit and may consist of gravel, sand, silt or clay in a variety of mixes
and usually includes a high percentage of organic carbon (10%-30%). Alluvium is mapped only on
modern day river floodplains. The alluvial deposits are usually bedded, consisting of many complex
strata of waterlain material left both by rivers flooding over their floodplains and the meandering of
rivers across their valleys. Alluvium is found primarily in lowlands along the Matt River and its
tributaries, and along tributaries of the River Delvin. One borehole from the area is located in
alluvium. Based on the gradient and energy regime of the Matt River, the deposits are expected to be
primarily sands and silts with minor clay bands.
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Bog of the Ring Public Water Suppiv: Souree Protecrion Zones

6.3.4 Sand and Gravel

Glaciofluvial sands and gravels are different from tills in that they are deposited by running water
only. The gravels usually have rounded edges, and the deposits are generally stratified (layered). As
these deposits were lain by the water from melting glaciers, they represent the stagnation and decay of
the ice sheets. The deposits are categorised according to dominant lithology (Meehan, 2004). The
principal category in the area are Sandstone and shale sands and gravels (Lower Palaeozoic) (GLPSsS)
and are located in the vicinity of the Delvin River, south of Naul and in the north of the area in the
vicinity of Gormanstown. Approximately 5 m of sand and gravel is present beneath the Lacustrine
deposits in the vicinity of PW2 and PW3, and up to 12 m is present at PW4. This gravel deposit is
thought to be mostly clean and well bedded. A borehole drilled adjacent to PW7 by the GSI indicated
‘GRAVEL’ with ‘sandy SILT” interbeds. A separate subsoil exposure to the north of the borehole was
described as ‘SAND’ with thin gravel lenses. A few other, smaller areas of gravel are mapped within
the source area; these are expected to be less clean, clayey gravel.

6.3.5 Depth to Bedrock

Sixty auger holes were drilled by the GSI in the vicinity of the production wells to ascertain the depth,
thickness and permeability of the subsoils. Using this information, knowledge of sites that have rock
cropping out, and areas indicated by Teagasc mapping as having rock close to surface, the depth to
rock is estimated across the area. Over most areas, the depth to bedrock is generally greater than 10 m,
and in the Bog area typically exceeds 15 m. Areas where the top of the bedrock is < 5 m from ground
surface occur towards the top of Knockbrack Hill (in the south of\the study area), along parts of the
Delvin River (in the west), around Dermotstown (just north of$he Bog), and around Courtlough and

Palmerstown (in the east). O(@\@
AN
SO
7: Hydrogeology Q@‘f\@
S’
7.1 Introduction ‘ \&Q O

i ; $ 3
This section presents our current undetStaiiding of groundwater flow around the Bog of the Ring
boreholes. These interpretations and oceptualisations of flow are used to delineate the source
protection zones around the wells. ééf\\

{\
Hydrogeological and hydrochendital information for the study was obtained from the following
sources:

e  48-144 hour pumping tests on trial wells (TWs 1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 13) performed by KTC (K.T.
Cullen & Co.) in 1984 and in 1993/94;
72-hour pumping tests carried out by KTC at Production wells (PWs 2, 3 and 5) in June 2000;

e Seven-day simultaneous pumping tests conducted sequentially, firstly at PWs 1, 2 and 3, and then at
PWs 4 and 5 performed by KTC in July 2000;

e Monitoring of observation wells and shallow standpipes during the seven day tests on the production
wells;

e Packer test data collected by IGSL on behalf of RPS-MCOS (IGSL, 2004);

e Local hydrogeological mapping carried out by the GSI;

e Drilling and permeability mapping carried out by GSI to ascertain depth to bedrock and subsoil
permeability;

e (Geotechnical assessments of subsoil permeability and particle size distribution in selected sites
(IGSL, 2004);

e (Sl files and Fingal County Council data;

e  Water quality test results from samples collected during the various pumping tests at selected trial
wells and all the production wells (K.T. Cullen & Co., 1994, 2000(a), 2000(c));

e  Water quality results from local streams, collected by Fingal Co. Co. and by K.T. Cullen (2000(c));

e Numerical modelling by the GSI to estimate the ZOC and 100-day time of travel.

13
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Bow of the Rine Public Waier Supply: Sewrce Protection Zones

7.2 Meteorology and Recharge

The term ‘recharge’ refers to the amount of water replenishing the groundwater flow system. For the
purposes of this report, the recharge rate is estimated on an annual basis, and is assumed to consist of
the input (i.e. annual rainfall) less water losses prior to entry into the groundwater system (i.e. annual
evapotranspiration and runoff). The estimation of a realistic recharge rate is critical in source
protection zone delineation, as it dictates the size of the zone of contribution to the source.

The main parameters involved in recharge rate estimation are annual rainfall, annual
evapotranspiration, and annual runoff. For this source report, the estimated parameters are outlined in
the following sections.

7.2.1 Average Annual Rainfall

The average annual rainfall for the period 1971-2000 is 808 mm/yr over the majority of the area
(rainfall data are from Met Eireann average annual rainfall values).

7.2.2 Annual Evapotranspiration

Annual evapotranspiration (A.E.) is approximately 445 mm/yr (Met Eireann average annual
evapotranspiration data).

7.2.3 Potential Recharge

Potential recharge is calculated at 358 mm/yr. This is calcugﬁ by subtracting the estimated
evapotranspiration from the average annual rainfall. NS

\
7.2.4 Estimated Actual Recharge & e

Estimated Actual Recharge represents the am %&5’1‘ water that will infiltrate to groundwater.
Recharge is likely to vary according to subso spermeability and subsoil thickness, for example
recharge is likely to be greater in areas d,gﬁsﬁ@% ed by higher permeability subsoils and shallower
depths to bedrock. Thus, recharge coefﬁc&éﬁf\&re applied to the potential recharge estimation to arrive
at the actual recharge value. The recﬁ%g@ coefficients are derived from ranges suggested by the
Working Group on Groundwater (in [&é’p.), Table 4 presents the recharge coefficients used for the
different permeability and vulneggbility settings. The actual estimated recharge ranges from
approximately 0 mm/yr in the are@8 where artesian conditions occur to 322 mm/yr where the subsoil is
thin (less than 3 m thick) or absent. Over most of the area (dominated by low permeability thick
subsoils) the recharge is estimated to be approximately 57 mm/yr.

Table 4: Recharge coefficients (rc) for different subsoil permeabilities and thicknesses

Subseil thickness Subseil Permeability | Vulnerability recharge coefficient
(re)

Rock close to surface - Extreme 90%
1-3m - Extreme 80%
3-10m Moderate High 35%
3-5m Low High 30%
5-10 M Low Moderate 20%
>10 M Moderate Moderate 25%
>10 M Low Low 15%
Moderate* Low 20%

* The variability of the till categorised as Sandstone and shale till (Lower Palaeozoic) (TLPSsS) is such that the recharge
is likely to be greater than that through the other till types.
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7.3 Groundwater Levels, Flow Directions and Gradients

As part of the investigations by K.T. Cullen/ White Young Green, water levels in the vicinity of the
production wells were recorded at various stages over the 20-year investigations:

e  Water levels in the trial wells were recorded shortly after drilling in TW1 and TW4 (December
1984); TWs 6, 7 and 8 (April-May 1993); TWs 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 (December 1993-March
1994).

e Water levels in some of the trial wells (TWs 7, 10, 12, 13 and 14) and nearby Co. Co. handpumps
(PS1, 2 and 3) were also monitored over a longer period:
> Once or twice a month from 27/7/99 to 15/12/99 and then from 4/1/00 to 14/9/00 (handpumps
monitored only to 12/6/00);
> Once to four times a month from 29/9/03 to 26/03/04 (trial wells and PS3 only).

e Water levels in the seventeen ‘standpipes’ (shallow piezometers) installed in the bog, six of which
have two-depth sampling, were monitored over the periods:
> Two measurements on 26/11/99 and 15/12/99 (all standpipes);
> Once or twice a month from 4/1/00 to 12/6/00 (S10A & B only until 17/4/2000; S1A, S2A &
B, S3, S8, S9A & B, S11, 515, S16A, S16B only until 17/7/00);
> Once or twice a month from 29/9/03 to 26/3/04, then on 5/7/04 and 19/7/04 (S1B, 54, S5, S6,
S7, 813, S14A & B, S17 only).

(Many of the standpipes have been lost, since they are in areas g,azed by cattle or may have been
S

disturbed by other agricultural activities.) &
D

o  Water levels were monitored before, during and afte@h%vﬁ)go sequential seven-day pumping tests

on the production wells. Water levels were monitogsd, ifi:

> The five production wells during the 24 ho day tests in June and July 2000.

> Eight observation wells (OBs 1 to 8), g@%\é@\f which also have piezometers in the subsoil.
These were monitored at least daily @ g@he period 26th June-27th July 2000, with a final
measurement on 14th September 2\ O

> Eight standpipes (S1B, 5S4, SSQSQA}@’/, S13, SI14A & B, S17), one of which has two-depth
sampling. These were monitoregﬁnost daily from 26th June to 17th July 2000.

d
e Monitoring continued at seven @?ervation wells (OBs 1 to 7) over the period 29/9/03 to 26/3/04,
with two measurements on S@nd 19th July 2004.

Other data were collected by the GSI, and derived from other reports:

e  (GSI personnel measured water levels before (once on 24™ and/ or 25" June 2004) and during the
three-day production well shut-off (29" June — 1* July 2004) and for one day of pumping
resumption (2™ July) at TWs 7, 10, 14; OBs 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7; standpipes S1B, 5, 6, 17. Water levels
were monitored at frequencies ranging from 2-60 minutes on the first day of shut-off and on
resumption of pumping, and between 2-6 times a day for the other two days. Water levels at the
TWs and OBs were also measured on 19™ July 2004.

o Water levels in twenty-one boreholes, dug wells and springs to the north of the Bog were also
collected by GSI personnel on 10™- 13™ August 2004.

e Water levels measured in domestic wells in October 2001 in the vicinity of Salmon (S.M. Bennet
& Co., 2001).

e Water levels measured in trial wells in February 2003 in the vicinity of Loughbarn (OCSC, 2003).

e  Water levels measured in boreholes drilled on behalf of RPS-MCOS (IGSL, 2004) at Salmon and
Tooman in the summer of 2004.

In summary, there are numerous water level data, but the measurements derive from different times of
year, different years, and different pumping conditions, so data in different locations cannot be related
directly to one another, but used only as a guide to evaluating the “water table” map. There has been
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no continuous pre-pumping water level sampling across the monitoring network during the summer
(non-recharge) months.

In areas of low transmissivity aquifers (e.g., Knockbrack Hill, formed by Namurian mudstones; and
areas around Reynoldstown and Knock/ Balrothery, which are underlain by Lower Palacozoic
sandstones and siltstones), groundwater is likely to be close to the surface, particularly during winter.
This is because the aquifers have generally low storage and cannot accept significant volumes of
water, and low transmissivity, meaning that recharge cannot be transmitted quickly away from the
waterlogged area. In contrast, in the higher transmissivity aquifers within the study area, the water
table can be 5-10 m below ground level in elevated areas.

Sroundwater is also close to ground level in low-lying areas and around areas where groundwater
lischarges (e.g., streams that are in hydraulic continuity with the aquifer). Underneath the Bog of the
Ring and along parts of the Matt River south of Decoy Bridge, the groundwater is confined by low
permeability Lacustrine subsoils. Because of this confinement, the groundwater pressure builds up to
above ground level (due to groundwater flowing to these low-lying areas from elevations higher than
the bog and river). This results in what is known as artesian conditions and, when boreholes penetrate
the subsoil, groundwater overflows at the surface.

Where there is thick, low permeability subsoil, ‘perched’ groundwater conditions can develop. This
situation arises when horizons within the subsoil become saturated due to very low permeability layers
stopping further downward movement of recharging water. Beneath the low permeability layer, the
subsoil is dry. These conditions are not reflected in the water level contour map, which shows bedrock
water levels. N

&

A contour map of “winter”, pre-pumping water level data is sh 11 in Figure 5. The contours are based
on an interpretation of water level data measured at Qﬁ) es, augmented with the elevations of
streams in shallow rock areas, and springs. Overagg?i’ water table is assumed to be a subdued
reflection of topography. Where the subsoil is not vick, the groundwater is likely to be unconfined
(i.e., water table aquifers exist). In areas with t@l@ﬁow permeability subsoil, the groundwater level is
typlcally above the base of the subsoil, resu&ﬁi@ﬁ partially confined aquifer conditions. As discussed
above, areas of the aquifer are artesian. \0@(\

Groundwater contours show that groun§g&er flows northwards, NW and eastwards from Knockbrack
Hill. Gradients are steep, reflecting befh the steep topography and the low aquifer transm1551v1ty, and
range from 0.05 to 0.07. Some ere dwater discharges to springs and to the streams that incise the
hillside. The amount of groun@bvater discharging to the streams depends on the thickness and
permeability of the subsoil. The thickness of the subsoil increases towards the base of the hill,
reducing the contribution of groundwater to the stream flow in these areas. The remaining
groundwater flows into the high transmissivity shaly limestone aquifer at the base of the hill.

In the east of the study area, groundwater flows westwards from the hills at Salmon, Palmerstown and
Strifeland. Groundwater gradients range from 0.01 to 0.05, depending upon the topography and on the
aquifer transmissivities (in general, high transmissivity aquifers have lower groundwater gradients
than low transmissivity aquifers).

Groundwater flows southeastwards under the Bog. Groundwater gradients are very gentle (0.003), and
groundwater is artesian under parts of the Bog. West of the Bog, groundwater gradients are slightly
steeper (approximately 0.005). In general, the streams running through the Bog are not thought to be
affected by groundwater levels, although water level data collected during the seven day pumping tests
indicate that, in some areas of the Bog, surface water levels are affected by groundwater levels.

In the area of the Matt River, groundwater flows northwards (i.e., roughly parallel to the river) with
similarly low gradients (0.003). Drilling has shown that artesian conditions exist underneath parts of
the Matt River south of Decoy Bridge. However, the groundwater flow directions and contours
indicate that groundwater discharges to the Matt River along parts of its length. This may be
particularly the case north of Decoy Bridge. The groundwater divide south of Rowans Little is
assumed to be coincident with the surface water divide.

16

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:58



L1

‘uopyenyis Surdwnd-uou e judsaadal pue ‘ejep UM Uo A[LiewLid pase(q 31e SPEIY IJEMPUNOIS Y |, *S9INJLa) I9JBAM IBLINS
pue AydeiSodo; ‘ejep [[omM uo paseq uopeydrdId)ur Ue 1€ SINOJUOD I} JEY) JJON "BdIe Sury 3y} jo Sog ayj ul dew [PAJ] IJEMPUNOIL) S dIn3Ig

g b T B e
z I S0 O
BEENENY “

Y| )

1 e, T S P g WY
T, g _ T o
ealest {
s AGLMMEID 0 N
. ¢ SANOCJUOJ |BA3] Jajef N

i o
1Bk We
A\t
== S 2
b { N 3 s
| i ;
3 ¢ -
] o
W < = a8

]
gy VEE wEE
saxe] [l !
SIBNY —— gH ] wN [
5T 20— 40 [ o1 }
d8 m\l.u OH j
oo 4[]
SARY @ ss [ 280}
anoey| gl W]
sjjam uoponpold  ABojoeg yooipag

e dojumerd
h.”...a.m_ .IWA.;—. _ME y ] o] 3
BT ww:um/w
NYOOIMHTVEH >

SO QO ] TIRON DU G g g ST Y fo Sog

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:58



Bog of the Ring Public Water Supple: Sowrce Protection Zoies

West of the Bog, in the vicinity of Hazardstown, there is a groundwater divide (a local groundwater
high). To the east of the divide, groundwater flows southeastwards under the Bog and towards the
Matt River. West of the divide, groundwater flows westwards to the Delvin River. The precise
location of the groundwater divide is hard to determine, as the topography in this area is extremely
subtle, and there are few borehole data to constrain its location. Available data and the distributions of
high and low transmissivity aquifers indicate that it lies to the west of the surface water divide. It is
likely that the position of the groundwater divide varies seasonally.

North of the Bog, the terrain is gently rolling, with elevations ranging from 50-70 mAOD.
Groundwater mounds develop underneath the small hills, with groundwater flowing radially outwards.
In the Whitestown to Dermotstown area, groundwater generally flows southwards. In the Newtown
and Dallyhasy area, groundwater flows northeast/ east. In this area, groundwater appears to discharge
to the streams and drainage ditches that flow eastwards to the Matt River along a shallow valley which
slopes at about 0.008

The shape of the groundwater contours indicates that groundwater contributes to flow in the Delvin
River, Matt River and the tributary to the Matt River that flows from Newtown to Folkstown.
However, the amount of groundwater contributing to the river flows is difficult to determine since it
depends upon the permeability of the river bottom. According to GSI records and the Teagasc subsoils
maps, the Delvin River has rock outcropping along it course and/ or has high permeability sandy and
gravelly subsoils adjacent to it. GSI drilling indicates that subsoils along the valley running from
Newtown to Folkstown are gravelly and of at least moderate permeability (see section 6.3).

The nature of the subsoils and groundwater—surface water interac 'Oﬁ‘along the Matt River is far less
clear. Subsoil thicknesses range from 15 to more than 40 m, 3ith low permeability tills overlying
gravelly subsoils, which in turn overlie the bedrock ifers. South of Decoy Bridge, artesian
conditions in an area overlain by almost 10 m of claya¥ege recorded (TW6). Between this well and
Decoy Bridge, another borehole penetrated more thq& Gﬁ%n of low permeability clays before stopping
in gravel (TW9). These thicknesses indicate that giérgé?s generally no interaction between groundwater
and surface water systems in this area, althou e may be local zones where the low permeability
subsoil is sufficiently thin to permit this to. urther downstream (i.e. north of Decoy Bridge), the
nature of the subsoils is less well knovs@p* u?)the general pattern of heads suggests that groundwater
must discharge to the Matt River. As mefitioned above, groundwater is not considered to contribute
flow to the small rivers and streams ;\Q&mg the area except in areas where subsoil is thin.

S
7.4 Aquifer Category
The distribution of aquifers is shown in Figure 6 and Map 3. The supply wells penetrate bedrock units
that are hydrogeologically similar and hydraulically connected. Four of the wells (PWs 2, 3, 4 and 5)
are located in the fractured shaly limestone of the Loughshinny Formation, which is classified as a
locally important aquifer that is generally moderately productive (Lm). Production well 1 (PW1)
was drilled into the pure bedded limestone of the Mullaghfin Formation, into which the Loughshinny
Formation grades northwards. This is classified as a regionally important, diffusely karstified
aquifer (Rk"). Further west, the Loughshinny Formation grades northwards into the pure limestone of
the Holmpatrick Formation, which is also classified as an Rk aquifer. Westwards, it is faulted against
the Naul Formation, which is similar to the Loughshinny Formation, but is more cherty and less shaly.
The Naul Formation is also classified as a locally important aquifer that is generally moderately
productive (Lm). For the purposes of the report these limestone units are collectively referred to as
the ‘Bog of the Ring aquifer’.

The ‘Bog of the Ring aquifer’ is bounded to the north by a WNW-ESE major fault (the North Dublin
Fault) that juxtaposes the limestones of the aquifer against Lower Palaeozoic rocks. To the south, the
limestones dip beneath younger layered shales and sandstones.

To the north of the Bog of the Ring, the Lower Palaeozoic aquifers comprise (a) fractured volcanic
rocks (the Belcamp Formation) and (b) layered and metamorphosed sandstones, siltstones and
mudstones (“greywackes”) (the Skerries and Clashford House formations). The fractured volcanic
rocks are classified as a locally important aquifer that is generally moderately productive (Lm).

18
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The layered sandstone/ mudstone rock units, although highly deformed, are typically of low
permeability and are therefore classified as an aquifer which is generally unproductive except for
local zones (P1).

Low permeability Namurian rocks occur to the south of the Bog of the Ring. These comprise the
Balrickard and Walshestown formations. Both these rock units are classified as aquifers which are
generally unproductive except for local zones (PI). The Balrickard Formation consists of coarse
sandstone interbedded with mudstones, and is therefore likely to have a slightly higher permeability
(due to faulting and fracturing) than the overlying mudstones and siltstones of the Walshestown
Formation. A borehole drilled by KTC into the Walshestown Formation (TW7) was test pumped at
approximately 500 m’/d. The drilling records indicate that nearly all this flow entered the well at about
72.5-74 mbgl in a layer of brittle siltstone.

Small, discontinuous areas of Mudbank limestone are mapped along the fault. This pure, unbedded
limestone is classified as an aquifer which is moderately productive only in local zones (Ll). More
information regarding the specific well information used to arrive at the aquifer classifications is
presented in the Draft National Aquifer Report (GSL, in prep.).

7.5 Aquifer Characteristics

Numerous north-south trending faults have been mapped cross-cutting the ‘Bog of the Ring aquifer’,
offsetting it against itself, and staggering the boundary with the overlying shales and sandstones (to the
south), and the boundary with the much older volcanic and layered sandstone/ shale rocks (to the
north). Additionally, there are approximately east-west trending>faults running close to the main
North Dublin Fault. TW8 and TW14 record the effects of theghtense faulting along the fault zones
associated with the E-W North Dublin Fault and the maj bﬁs that cross-cuts it near Decoy Bridge;
the borehole log for TW8 describes 25 m of ‘brokengh Sstone conglomerate’, whilst at TW14 the
older green greywacke sandstones overlie brogeﬁé\ mestone. Faults and additional fracturing
associated with these faults are likely to increasg\\ epermeability of the aquifer. The numerous faults
and fractures have resulted in a high transmiggiviy” zone running WNW-ESE beneath the Bog. There
is also a N-S trending fault zone running algﬁ%@t%arallel to the M1 and the Matt River in the vicinity of
Mattinch — Decoy Bridge and Courtloug@\gﬁtt River/M1 zone). The well field is located primarily in
the WNW-ESE fault zone (‘Central Zog\e@.

Overall, the fracturing and faulting ﬁhin and between the various rock units dominate permeability
development within the rocks, tb@ﬁ{\contmlling the overall transmissivity of the aquifer. Additionally,
the borehole logs for some of the trial, production and observation wells (TWs 4, 10 and 13; PWs 2
and 4; OWs 4 and 6) indicate zones of dolomitised limestone. These zones, ranging from 0.5 to about
5 m, are associated with water inflows. Furthermore, where the limestones are purer (i.e. less clayey/
shaly), dissolution may occur along faults, fractures and bedding planes, widening them and enhancing
the permeability. In some parts of the impure limestone aquifer, the permeability will be affected by
low permeability fine-grained and shaly beds. However, due to the intense faulting and associated
fracturing, the effect of the low permeability beds on the overall permeability of the Bog of the Ring
limestone aquifer will be reduced, or even negated completely. Analyses of aquifer characteristics
around the supply wells are based on test pumping undertaken by K.T. Cullen & Co. of trial wells
(December 1984 to March 1994) and production wells (June 2000). Additionally, two sequential
seven-day constant discharge tests were run in July 2000, simultaneously testing PWs 1, 2 and 3 and
then PWs 4 and 5. Information gained from the pumping tests, such as average discharge, drawdown,
specific capacity and transmissivities are summarised in Table 5. All data are from K. T. Cullen & Co.
pumping tests, except where indicated as being from OCSC (OCSC, 2003).

The pumping tests assess a relatively large volume (10,000’s m’) of aquifer over a vertical interval of
metres to 10’s metres. Therefore, the pumping tests should be representative of the bulk aquifer
characteristics. Note that, in some cases, considerably higher transmissivities are derived from
recovery data. This is thought to be due to the fact that well losses influence the drawdown during
pumping and because, during pumping, the high permeability zone at the top of the aquifer is
dewatered. Note also that the transmissivity and permeability values have a wide range. This reflects
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the heterogeneity of fractured and faulted aquifers such as this. Productivity classes are also used to
assess the aquifers. They are based on the specific capacity (well yield divided by water level
drawdown) of a well, T the context of its discharge rate, and range from I (highest) to V (lowest). They
provide a consistent and objective measure of an aquifer’s ability to yield water (Wright, 2000).

Within the Loughshinny and Mullaghfin Formations, transmissivities and permeabilities calculated
from 24- to 72-hour constant rate pumping tests, and from step tests, range from 23-290 m?*/d and
0.65-13.9 m/d, respectively. Specific capacities range from 35 — 285 m’/d/m; and productivity values
for these wells are in classes I and 11, indicating that these wells are located in a productive, permeable
aquifer. The test in the Mullaghfin limestone (TW8) indicated a lower than expected transmissivity.
This may be due to the proximity of the borehole to low permeability Lower Palaeozoic rocks, or due
to high well losses during testing (the borehole log indicates numerous cavities and fissures, which
would induce turbulent flow).

The Lower Palacozoic Volcanics (the Belcamp Formation) have transmissivities in the range 22-
100 m*d, and permeabilities ranging from 1.3-5.9 m/d. The specific capacity of the trial borehole
(TW1) is 40.3 m*/d/m, giving a productivity index of Il. Two wells used by Wavin have specific
capacities of 14.1 and 19.1 m’/d/m, and productivities of Il and II respectively.

A pumping test in the Namurian mudstones of the Walshestown Formation (TW?7) indicates
transmissivities in the range 18-28 m’/d, and permeabilities ranging from 0.3-0.5 m/d. The specific
capacity of the trial borehole is 15.8 m’/d/m, with a productivity index of IIL.

Pumping of the well completed in gravel (TW9) indicates a transg,issivity in the range 58-66 m*/d.
However, these values are considered to be a considerable undere@ﬁmate, since the construction of the
well would induce enormous well losses (and therefore xﬁfl drawdowns). A transmissivity of
>100 m*d is given in Table 5, which equates roughl@ﬁé@enneabﬂities of >50 m/d. The specific
capacity of this well was 41 m’/d/m when it was teste ©

»

Analysis of the 24 to 72 hour pumping tests oq\ﬂ‘\i}g&?roduction and trial wells shows that the shaly
limestone aquifer is heterogeneous, with transg}‘z% ity varying at different locations by up to an order
of magnitude (see Table 5). This is typig;@(g fractured aquifers. The degree of heterogeneity is
highlighted by the fact that the water leyet aét&)wtl was affected almost as much by pumping at PW3
(530 m to the east) as it was by pumpil:%Q at PW4, approximately 10 m away. Additionally, water
levels at OWS5, 600 m from PW3 andsSnly 7 m from PW4 were affected most by pumping at PW3.
(However, it should be noted thato pumping rate at PW3 was more than five times greater than at
PW4.)

Water levels measured during the two seven-day pumping tests show that the cone of depression from
pumping PWs 1, 2 and 3 (at 1000, 2500 and 2500 m’/d respectively) extends as far east as OW6, at
least as far south as TW9 and at least as far west as OW5 and TW13. Measurement of water levels in
available observation wells and trial wells indicates that OW3 (at Decoy Bridge) is within the cone of
depression of PW6, but that OW6 further west is not. TW9 was not accessible for measurement.

Pumping PWs 4 and 5 simultaneously (at 480 and 2500 m’/d respectively) impacted on TWs 12 and 3,
and OWs 4, 5, 7 and 8. TW3 became non-artesian. The recovery of water levels drawn down at TW11
and OW2 during the first seven-day test was inhibited by pumping at PWs 4 and 5 during the second
test.

Groundwater levels in the Bog and saturated subsoils near the Bog had varying responses to pumping
in the production wells. During the seven day tests in July 2000, water levels at both PS1 and PS2 (Co.
Co. handpumps which are assumed to draw water from the overburden) were affected. Water levels at
PS1 are below the bottom of the well in 2004; water levels in PS2 cannot be measured. The impact of
pumping was also experienced in the overburden at OWs 1, 2, 3 and 5 (and very slightly at OW5) and
at standpipes S1, 89, S14 and S15. The seven day pumping tests did not appear to affect water levels
in the other standpipes. This indicates that there is a degree of hydraulic continuity between the subsoil
deposits and the bedrock aquifer, but that it is also quite variable.

The high yields observed at the production wells are due to the presence of a high transmissivity zone
supported by a significant gravel horizon. Despite the high transmissivity there are limiting factors
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which may affect the yield in the long term. The limiting factors are the low recharge and the presence
of relatively poor bedrock aquifers. The high transmissivity zone and the gravels are surrounded
almost wholly by relatively poor aquifers. Wells located in such zones may experience difficulty in
maintaining yields during dry weather periods. The high transmissivity zones act as horizontal
pathways, and maintenance of well yields is largely dependent on water feeding into them from the
surrounding aquifers.
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Table 5: Summary of aquifer characteristics

Well Test type Test Average | Drawdown Specific | Produc- | Transmis | Saturated | Permea
name ! date Discharge (m) Capacity tivity -sivity screened/ -bility
(m*/d) (m*/d/m) Class (m*/d) open (m/d)
interval (m)
Loughshinny Formation (shaly limestone)
Coustant June 2654 9.42 @) | og) (240 I 139-152 36 3.9-42
PW2 rate 2000
Recovery 2654 289 36 8.0
- June 2730 | 13.63%W | 200 @M I 141-149 39 3.6-3.8
PW3 rate 2000
Recovery 2730 229 39 5.9
Constant (24hn) (24hr)
PW5 it gggg 1945 7.7 253 I 133 43 3.1
Recovery 1945 265 43 6.2
Conitant 15 Jan 698 7.71 (@0mins) 64.6 (B4h0) VI 99102 49 2.2.1
TW4 rate 1985
15Jan | 698,785, | 771,115, : .
Step test 1985 1056 1527 79-188 49 1.6-3.8
Constant (90mins) 111 76.5%* 1.45
rate’ 21391;‘;’” 285 T2 111 30 ]
TWI10 | Recovery 1145 30,85 [ 39000 I 173 76.5% 2.3
23 Feb 504, 785, | 7.28, 14.42, W
Step test 1994 1180 27 68 65 76.5 0.85
Constant (48hr) X
Twiz | rate I\:[;;c;h 2470 8.7 276 ]\)& 250 18 13.9
Recovery 2470 & 240 18 133
8 March | 530,969, | 7.84,18.68, | 42.6%P% 1V
TW13 | Step test 1994 1283 20.58 2700 ﬁ‘,§ 11 41-45 12 3.4-3.75
TW1 “Constant 8 Feb \}'s]
ocsC | rate” 2003 540 3.67 FU I 60 24.4 2.5
Mullaghfin Formation (pure bedded limesiones) N
5 Jan > & 352
TWS8 Step test 1994 490, 870 76:‘\&5;@ (75 hr) 4 11 23-33 8 2.9-4.1
< FaX
Belcamp Formation (Lower Palaeozoic volcdé?% -
Constant | 4 peg 924 |0 | 4030 | 2224 17+ 13-14
TW1 | rate 1984 .
Recovery 924 5 100 17% 5.9
Q
Walshestown Formation (Namurit}ﬁ mudstones)
10.85,
Step test M gg’g‘ fff[’) 17.38, 18-21 54% 0.3-0.4
TW7 195 t 25.05,37.12
R 500 | 36.99™ | 58 | 28 s4 05
recovery
Gravels (overlying Loughshinny Formation
Congtant 1330 | 28.57 ©min) | >pp >100+* 2 >50%*
rate 17 Jan
CR 1 1180 28.45 O | 41,600 >100%* 2 #h S50k
TW9 | recovery
Step test Yoor | T | 19,165, 66 2 % 33
) 22.77, 25.68
1205
Notes:
1) The constant rate pumping data were analysed using the Theis, Cooper-Jacob and Hantush methods; the recovery data

were analysed using the Theis method; the step test data were analysed using the Eden-Hazel method.

2)
3)
4)
5)
*

ok

ok ok

Due to an initially variable pumping rate, the first 50-60 minutes of data were disregarded.
Due to variable pumping rates, only the first 40-90 minutes analysed.
Step test continued to constant rate of 980 m*/d.

Pumping rate during pumping was too variable to analyse.

indicates that saturated thickness taken (i.e., pumping water level is below the base of the solid casing).
borehole was cased to bottom. Nominal saturated flowing interval of 2 m taken. Well losses significant due to
construction.
the borehole log indicates that the majority of flow enters the borehole in the lowermost 30 m.

23

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:58




Bog of the Ring Public Weter Suppiv: Source Protection Zones

7.6 Hydrochemistry and Water Quality

Fingal Co. Co routinely collects water quality samples from the Bog of the Ring wells. Samples are
collected after groundwater from all wells is mixed, and after chlorination. It is unknown whether,
prior to sampling, the samples are filtered and have been treated for manganese and iron. Since the
wells are in the same rock unit, the water quality results are considered to be representative of the
aquifer. Data collected by the Co. Co. are tabulated in Table 6, and are summarised below.

Groundwater samples from the trial wells were collected by KTC at the end of the pumping tests
(December 1984 — March 1994) carried out on the wells (K.T. Cullen & Co., 1994). Trial wells 4, 8,
11, 12 and 13 were sampled again in November 1999 (K.T. Cullen & Co., 2000(a)). The five
production wells were sampled during the 7-day tests undertaken during July 2000 (K.T. Cullen &
Co., 2000(c)). These data, which include analyses of water quality parameters, hydrochemical
parameters and pesticides are presented in Table 7, and are summarised below.

e The groundwater is Hard. Total hardness in boreholes penetrating the impure limestone of the
Loughshinny Formation ranges from 273-417 mg/l as CaCOs, and averages 331 mg/l. Boreholes
in the Mullaghfin Formation pure limestone record hardness in the range 256-271 mg/l as CaCOs;.

e Alkalinity (HCO;) ranges from 245-344 mg/l as CaCOs; (average 289 mg/l) in the Loughshinny
Formation, and from 192-203 mg/l in the Mullaghfin Formation. Alkalinity is always less than
hardness, indicating that no ion exchange has occurred and, therefore, that groundwater residence
times are not excessively long. &

&
o Electrical Conductivity (EC) values in the Loughshinny \{\rmation range from 516-735 pS/cm

(average 628 puS/cm). In the pure limestone Mullaghf) Férmation, conductivity values range from
490-537 pS/em. ooﬁ’@\

e These values are typical of groundwater fro;@%\%estone source. Groundwater sampled from all
wells has a calcium-bicarbonate type hydg)b ical signature.

e Sulphate (SO4) concentrations ran \?ﬁ 22-82 mg/l (average 51 mg/l) in the Loughshinny
Formation, and from 43-59 mg/l in t ullaghfin Formation.

27 mg/1), with all but one sampd€ (at TW9) in the range 25-31 mg/l. Chloride concentrations range
from 29-37 mg/l in the Mullaghfin Formation. Chloride levels in this aquifer are not considered to
indicate contamination by organic wastes, but are related to chloride concentrations in the
rainwater which recharges the aquifer, due to the proximity to the coast.

e In the Loughshinny Forman;él?cﬁlorlde (Cl) concentrations range from 17-31 mg/l (average

e Nitrate concentrations range from less than the method detection limit (MDL) to 2.7 mg/l
(median 0.9 mg/l) in the Loughshinny Formation, and from 2.8-9.6 mg/l in the Mullaghfin
Formation, Nitrite concentrations are generally below the MDL, or are very low (ranging from
0.007-0.023 mg/l).

e  Ammonium (NHy) concentrations in both the pure and shaly limestone aquifers range from below
the MDL to 0.24 mg/l (average 0.15 mg/l). All concentrations are below the EU MAC. However,
concentrations are above the GSI Guidelines in TW11 and PW3, and TW12 and PW5. The trial
wells are adjacent to the present production well sites. New wells often have high ammonium
levels that typically drop during pumping. Samples collected by the Co. Co. since the production
wells have been in service do not give cause for concern, and have been below both the EU MAC
and the GSI Guidelines. However, these samples are a mixture of groundwater from PWs 2, 3, 4
and 5 and could, potentially, mask local problems.

e Potassium (K) concentrations in the shaly limestone (Loughshinny Formation) aquifer range from
0-7 mg/l, with average concentrations of 2.93 mg/l. Sodium (Na) concentrations range between 21
and 33 mg/l (average 26 mg/l). Potassium:sodium (K:Na) ratios range from 0-0.24. In the pure
limestone (Mullaghfin Formation), potassium levels range from 1.6-2.1 mg/l, whilst sodium
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concentrations range from 16-21 mg/l. K:Na ratios range from 1.6-2.1. These values and ratios are
within normal ranges.

e The GSI Guideline for potassium is 4 mg/l, which is exceeded twice; once at TW4 (7 mg/l) and
once at TW6 (4.9 mg/l). This may indicate contamination by organic waste around the time the
sample was collected. However, K:Na ratios are below the GSI Guideline of 0.3. Additionally, it
appears that potassium and sodium concentrations may be naturally elevated in the shaly
limestones compared with the pure limestones.

o Manganese (Mn) concentrations are consistently above the EU MAC value in all the samples.
Concentrations range from 0.06-1.79 mg/l (median 0.4 mg/l). Concentrations of iron (Fe) are
generally above the EU MAC value (14/18 samples). Iron concentrations range from 0.01-
4.93 mg/l (median 0.61 mg/l). There is no obvious seasonal or spatial trend in the values.
Manganese and iron originate in the shalier parts of the bedrock aquifer. The elevated levels most
likely reflect natural conditions, and indicate low dissolved oxygen. However, they may also
indicate contamination by organic waste.

e Aluminium at concentrations greater than the EU MAC has been recorded in PW1, TW8, TW12
and TW13 (up to 1.34 mg/l, at TW12). Limited data for the trial wells indicate that elevated
concentrations are not sustained, since measurements at other times have been below the MDL. At
PW1, frequent sampling over a 144 hour period in August 2000 showed aluminium concentrations
varying from <MDL to 0.2 mg/l. Since routine testing began in January 2004, aluminium
concentrations in mixed groundwater samples from PWs 2, 3@4 and 5 have not exceeded the

N
MAC. &

e Initial turbidity problems were indicated by many o\t%lhaé\gmples collected during testing after

drilling. Turbidities greater than the MAC were re&@@% during pumping tests after drilling at:
TW3, TW8, TW9, TW10, TWI11, TWI12, TW&;%? @\Nl and PW3. A series of samples while
pumping were taken at the production wells 4 ¥ dgust 2000. At PW1, PW4 and PWS5, turbidity
decreased from during the 72-144 hour tes@‘\ W3, turbidity worsened before falling below the
MAC, and at PW2, levels were consist@ elow the MAC. PW1 has remained so turbid since
drilling that it has not been included &’f\@\ production well network. Low turbidity levels in PW5
indicate that good construction mit1 problems indicated by turbidities recorded in TW12. At
PW3, turbidity, although higher than the MAC, is considerably less than that recorded in the
adjacent TW11. This again indiﬁes that borehole construction can mitigate turbidity problems in
this aquifer. Turbidity meas@é\ments recorded by the Co. Co. since January 2004 are below the
EU MAC. It is not clear, however, if these samples have been filtered prior to sampling.

e In general, the bacteriological water quality is very good. No coliforms were detected in the trial
wells during the testing after drilling. In the 1999 sampling round of selected trial wells, 1 E. coli
per 100 ml was found in TW11, two in TW13, and three Faecal Streptococci per 100 ml in TW13.
Well head protection in these wells is variable, so the results may reflect contamination reaching
the groundwater via the borehole. Sampling of the production wells during the testing in June and
July 2000 recorded >100 Total coliforms per 100 ml in PW1 and PW4, and 5 Total coli per
100 ml in PW5. No E. coli or Faecal Streptococci was detected. Total coliforms can result from
organic materials in the soil, and alone do not indicate contamination by human activities. Faecal
coliforms indicate contamination by organic waste. Since January 2004, Fingal Co. Co. has
sampled mixed groundwater; however, these samples have been chlorinated prior to sampling. No
Total or E. Coli have been detected. This indicates that the disinfection system is working
correctly, but no conclusion can be drawn regarding the aquifer conditions.

o Testing for numerous pesticides and halogenated hydrocarbons was undertaken on a selection of
trial wells in 1999 and on the production wells in 2000 (K.T. Cullen & Co., 2000(a) and (c)). For
the majority of determinands, concentrations were below the MDL, and any parameters detected
were below the EU MAC. However, Diazinon (an insecticide) was detected in TWs 12 and 13;
Phenols were detected in TW12; Aldrin (an insecticide) was found in PWs 1, 2 and 3 (0.01-
0.03 pg/l; MAC 0.1 pg/l). Benzo compounds were determined in PW5 (0.004-0.007 pg/l; MACs
0.2-10 pg/1). Propyzamide (a funcgicide) was found in PWs 1 and 2 at concentrations of 0.03 pg/l
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(MAC 1000 ng/l; CEFAS, 2004), but retested a month later in August was <MDL. Trietazine (a
herbicide) was detected in PW1 in July and August at concentrations of between 0.085 and
0.097 pg/l.

Overall, the samples from the trial and production wells do not indicate significant contamination or
pollution of these wells. With the exception of Iron, Manganese, Aluminium and turbidity all non-
biological parameters are below the EU MAC in the wells in all of the samples.

Concentrations of iron and manganese are elevated in all of the wells; this is due to bedrock
conditions. Aluminium concentrations fluctuate and appear to be only locally elevated in the vicinity
of PWs 1 and 5. Groundwater mixed from all wells complies with the EU MAC requirements
(0.2 mg/1), although one measurement of 0.134 mg/l indicates that careful monitoring and assessment
should continue.

The presence during testing of occasional faecal coliforms and of pesticides suggests that
contamination events have occurred within the zone of contribution. Since this is a generally Low
vulnerability area (see Section 9:), this is surprising. Contaminants may be arising from surface water
and shallow groundwater that is entering the aquifer down the outside of the casing. Since the routine
Co. Co. samples are chlorinated, an assessment of current natural conditions cannot be made.

&
&
&
SE
EN
G
SN
&
&
e
S
\C’OQ
&
S
26

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:58



LT

"2dfy pjeq £q p21esIpUI 91k SI0UBPIIIXNA DN "SI
Aq pa1es1pul 518 ‘YA ()T Sy 10U J1q ‘Ploysaly} 3yj paeoxa jey sejdureg Suinoso sie Arfenb 1a1em 01 soedun s]qeioaidde a1aym $s9sSe 03 pasn ale SPIOYSAIYL [SO ]

[> > 9000> | 8100 9600 59100> | 91> 4 799 €L 0 0 [ro-fe-st

1> > 9000> | 8100 960°0 $9100> | 91> ul 799 €L 10 0 [ro-Aen-0z

> > 2000> [ 900°0> 800 $9100> | 91> zl 199 T 10> 0 [ro-Ken-8i

> 1> 900°0> | 900°0> Tl 99 'L Z1'0 I #0-AeN-11

> > 9000> | 900°0> I 859 VL zT0 € |vo-KeN-v

> 1> 9000> | 900°0> ¥30°0 916> 91> I 99 VL 50 9 |poridv-LT

> > 8000 | 900°0> ZE10 910, | 91> 11 #99 €L €0 1 [p0o-1dv-0z

> 1> 1200 910°0 850°0 9100> P 91> Tl 4L €L 10 0 [po1dv-9

1> I> 900°0> | 900°0> 870°0 s9100> | ©g1> zl ovL €L £5°0 £ |vo-rem-og

1> 1> 120°0 810°0 900 $9100> | %g% | sul vl 'L 170 v |p0-TBAET
9000> | 900°0> ] 11 TEL L 10 0 $0-TeIN-81

1> 1> 8000 | 900°0> 850°0 $9100> | 915% fe 11 vl €L 620 £ [voEn-6

1> > 9000> | 900°0> oW 1€L €L 99°0 I #0-TeN-+

> 1> £50°0 PET'0 3700 sot00> | 91> ["%% LEL €L ST0 I |p0-ged-vT

1> 1> 100 900°0> 11 [, LEL €L 8E°0 L |po-9ed-L1

I> I> 9000> | 900°0> 90°0 $9100> | 91> 1L ¥ 0, 9€L TL ST°0 0 |#0-924-01

1> 1> 900°0> | 900°0> 90°0 $9100> | 91> 11 & 9€L EL S0 0 [p0-9ed-s

I> 1> 9000> [ 900°0> 01 ) 9€L bL SI°0 0 [p0-9ed-s

1> 1> 6000 | 9000> #30°0 $9100> [ 91> 01 vl €L ST°0 0 [pouer-LT

1> 1> 100 900°0> 960°0 $9100> | 91> 1 vl ¥'L Zro 1 [po-mer-oz

1> 1% 1100 L¥1°0 TLO'0 $9100> | 91> 01 EvL S'L 10 0 [ro-uer-gi

1> 1> L10°0 900°0> 01 LEL ¥'L 650 8 [po-uer-o

(p1oysaiy]
0 0 41 4 (€10) €0 10 (cc)os | - 0051 001 69 b ISD) DVIN
1woof 1od | qwigor 12d | (1Bw) g | (Bw) v | (/W) *HN | /SWION | BUON | D, wo/gr woy/g . uszery | (Xdd) [swun
SULIOJI0D 2,078
(el | [e10L uoJ] |WINUIUN[Y| WRIUOWWY | J3LOIN areaqiN | “dura, | Hiaponpuo) | Kaponpuo) | HA AIpigang, 0D I3joumeIed

Surpdures *0)) *0) wo.Iy vje( ANSIHIYIOIPAH Jo Aleuwruing :9 I[qe[,

SPULF UONII O] 2DIA0G S ddnG 40,40 NJGhf Bulyf ayi fo 5og

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:59



8¢

-ad£} pjoq £q peieoIpUI A1 S2OUBPISIXD DVIN "So1pi
Aq pa1BOIpUI 918 VAL [1F 2U3 JOU 11 ‘PIOYSAIy} 2y} pesoxe ey seduweg Buiimooso are Aienb 1ajem 03 syoedunt sjqeroaidde a1t SSOSSE 0] PO oIe SPIOYSAIYL [SD |

1> > 9000> | 9000> 960°0 $910°0> 91> I 099 €L 10> 0 #0-30V-4T
> > 900°0> TLO0 SO1GRO> 9[> 4 659 €L £0 I #0-80V-L
1> > 900°0> £0°0 9, Z1 659 TL 110 0 #0-80V-01
= > 900°0> £0°0 1z 4 659 TL 110 0 0-30y-¢
1> > 9000> | 900°0> B zl LS9 €L 1’0 £ #0-8nV-¢
I> > 900'0> | 900°0> “0. % zl LS9 €L 10 € |poin-LT
> > 900°0> | 900°0> 7%, €l 659 'L 110 0 70-IN-LT
> > 9000> | 900°0> 2 659 'L 10 0 #0-IN[-0T
> > 900°0> | 900°0> TLO0 $910°0> 1> B H, 659 B 10> i #0-10[-0T
I> > 9000> | 900°0> TLO0 $910°0> 91> | e 659 €L 1'0> I pO-INL-S1
> > 900°0> 900°0 ¥80°0 $910°0> 91> e, %, 99 ¥'L 1'0> 1 #0-INL-€1
> > £00°0 900°0 #80°0 $910°0> 91> 1 Y 0599 ¥L 10> I 0-I1(-8
> > 9100 900°0> $910°0> £y 4! By L 1o 0 £0-10[-9
> > Z10°0 900°0> 4! 6590 'L P10 1 $0-UN(-67
1> 1> 9000> | 900°0> zLO0 $910°0 91> 4 199 €L 0 $0-UN[-7T
[> > 110°0 900°0> 90°0 $910°0> 9[> A4 659 L I $0-unf-gJ
> > 900°0> | 900°0> I 659 €L 170 0 $0-UN[-g
1> 1> 900°0> | 900°0> 90°0 $910°0> 9[> 4 £99 €L 10 0 $O-unf-|
(p1oysa4yJ
0 0 0 z0 (s10) €0 1'0 (cgos | - 0081 0051 69 4 ISD) OVIN
Juigo] 1od | uipgy 1od | (8w) a4 | (1/8w) |y | (/Sur) FHN | 1/BWlON | I/BWEON | D, wo/gH wo/gr . USZEH (X4d) [syup
o je
oD @ | MoD 301 | uodj |wnuunly| woowwy | LN | AenIN | duidy b%uum_zou A&uaponpuo) | HA | Aupigang | 9D Iapuweleg

Surpdures *0)) *0) W1 v)E( ANSTUIYIOIPAH JO AIBWIUING ‘PIaNUpUu0)

SDUOF UOLI O 224105 APl 1) 41 jgiig Sy a1 fo 5og

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:59



AQ pa1BoTpUI 218 “)VIA N Yl 10U 1Nq ‘ploysaiy) sy pa2oxa ey sajdwes

6¢

‘S0p0o (UONBUIIO ] [E9150[020)) JIUN Y201 10] € 9]qRL 39S T
-2d£} pjoq £q pa1EdIpUI 218 SS0UBPIIVXS VN $21j071
‘Surunooo a1e Arenb Iajem 0 syoedun ojqeroaidde a1oym SSISSE 0] PIST 2JB SPIOYSAIYL [SD I

01 01 01 01 01 071 [ [eaziS [ AN AN M 01 01 01 01 od . MU Yooy
IIN z N i 1IN 1IN IIN 1IN 1IN IN IIN 1IN 0 Tw 01/ ou SULIONO)) *H
1IN £ IIN [N 1IN IIN 1IN 1IN 1IN IIN 1IN N 0 W g0 1/ 0u "da13g [e99E
1IN [N 1IN N 0 [ oQl/ou | suLopjo) ‘1oL
0 z z 0 0 "ON uonn[Iq 1mopgo
100> S100 | 100> 100> 10°0> 01 J/3w uz ouiz
100°0> €000 | 100°0> 100°0> 100°0> 500 1/3UW q4d pea]
9 1€ 5 > ¥ 3qisIA ON | D, 501 383w spijog "dsng
110 | oro | so0 [ 800 | zio [ 8o [ 600 | 110 |&Qi0o [ o | zzo [ o000 | #zo | Lo0 | 800 (s0) BN onEY BN
£z S0¢T LT 6.1 | Tt 6'¢ I'e 9L’ % I'# 6F 00 0L €T z [N /3 31 WIRISSEI0d
Iz €1t 1€ 67C | 892 %4 €€ L9l o | €1 (4 67C | 88T | 8TE 5T 0S1 1/8W BN wnipog
LITO vLI0 | 8TTO Er10 2 0620 01 /8w g apuonig
S110> SIro> | siro> SII0 10 SI10> g [/3W f0%d snoJoydsoyd
97’0 | 200> | 00> | PEL | 200> [ L0DO | S00> [ T00> | 8€0 [“G0®> | so0> | zo0> 70 /A |y uImuiungy
800 | €510 [ TI 7Sl | 880 | Lo0 | 910 [ €900 [ 610 | £R97H 870 | Le€o | 80 [ 6LT [ 610 00 [/Bul U 95oUBSUBIA
6€0 | 600€ | 190 | €67 | 6LE L1 790 | 1100 | 91 9T /£ | SL00 | 80 | L0 | L0O Z0 /8w a4 uo.y
100> [ 100> [ 100> [ 1100 [ 100> [ 100> [ 100> | 100> | 100> | 100> @%@ 100> | 100> | 100> | 100> 50 1/8w ny Jaddo)
£6 618 il £6L | 7386 56 L01 L3 £8 ovl | P4, 176 | Tl 101 SL 00T ]/3u B) wnige)
31 61 4 881 iz 0T ST 61 tl £l 0c%[%g0z | ger | sel £l 0S /3w S WInISaUSEIN
so0> | 9z00 | vzo | sozo | zero | vzo | 1o | 9zoo | soo> | s1o | szo \@ma zo | o | Groco Ry
ko) 1/3w PHN 0]
100> | L000> | 100> | 99000 | £000> | 100> | 100> | 86000 | 100> | 100> | 100> | 000> 4i000> | I00°0> 10 1/3W 20N SN
S0> | 2zo> | S0> [ zzo> | Tzo> | S0= 60 19°6 8T 0> | S0 80 | Bz 70T (c7) 08 /5w FON aeLIN
LT 5T g sz sT I Ll LE 67 €2 67 6T 0f $'6T LE (08) o5z 1/3W D IpHO[YD
5T T ¥ 0¢g 0L 19 £9 65 £r or 3 LS 39 9ty 9T 052 18w 08 apeyding
78T 99T wre 39 33¢ 09T 95T 761 €07 9vE 8€€ e 06T (243 91z [/8w fF9DeD Amurey
90¢ LT 8LE LT €€ 0z 0LE 6LT 59T £0F L1¥ 91¢ 8zT¢ [ e 1/8w fFgDeD ssaupIey
g9 915 069 079 <19 0L9 SEL LES 06% 0L9 0zZL L19 369 8¢ 96+ 0051 wa/sT f1apanpue)
9L oL €L 89°L | 9¢L Tl Ti SEL V'L TL L 80°L TL 9L L 69 SN Hd
ST L'9T 91 0z< 1€ 5T LS £0 v 8¢ §T0 90 T¢ [ 90 ¥ ) UIZBuwlo,] Apgang
S> > §> L S g> c> 7> S> c> S> > 01l g g 0z UszZBH] ]
76 6661 6 6661 | 6661 6 6 6661 76 6 6 6661 | S861 | <361 | ¥86l | (Proysatiy]
/€661 | AON | /€661 | AON | AON | /g661 | /€661 | AON | /€661 | /661 | /€661 | AON ug( uef %Qq 159) suug Japueieg
EIML | €IML | TIML [ TIML | TIML | 0IML | 6ML | 8ML | 8SMI | LML | 9ML | ¥AL | vML | €ML | TML | 20[EA DVIN

((®)000Z ‘v661) 0D 79 UB[[ND "L Woif Bje( "Sury 3y} Jo Sog Je S[[Im [ELL) Y} W0} E)E(] ANSIUYIOIPAH Jo Arewiming :/ J[qe],

SQUOF UONINGf 224008 LIS 21044 Hjghg Suny iy [ Sog

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:59



0t

*S9po9 (uoneuLO ] [89150]030)) 1UN }J01 I0] € 9[qBL 338 T
‘adf proq Aq pa3BoIpUl 218 S90UBPIAIXS DA "SI1DIt
£q pareatpur are ‘QVIN (1F 2Y3 10U Inq ‘PIOYsaIy) 3y} paadxa Jery sojdueg ‘SuLunooo are Aienb 1ojem 03 spoedur a[qerdardde oIoym SSISSE 0] PIsN AIB SPIOYSAIYL [SD |

01 01 01 01 AN Q) Yooy
1IN 1IN 1IN 1IN IIN 0 [ 01/ 0u swojio) "1
1IN 1IN 1IN 1IN IIN 0 [ p 1/ ou “dang [eaery
01 001< IIN [N 001< 0 W gpi/ou SIWOJI[0]) J0L
0 [ 0 0 0 "ON uonnfiq inopQ
LI00 10°0> Z10°0 100 €200 01 /8w uz JuizZ
1000> | 1000> | 1000> | [000> | €000 500 1/3u qd pea
> > S & 18 9[gISIA ON D, 501 78 5w spijog “dsng
90°0 v1°0 £1°0 S0, 01’0 (€0) BN oney EN:Y
6Ll 6T€ Se'g I€eEg 1t (7 Tl 1/3ur 3 WAISsE104
9'LT T 75T 81T |7,60C 0S1 15Ul BN Wnpog
Z91°0 v620 6vZ°0 $970 |- eel0 01 l/sur g apuiong
£2°0> £T0> £T0> (0> | Ry g /8wt Sgtg snotoydsotd
200> 200> 700> 20'0> €90 70 18w [y wnuuny
96°0 L0 £€°0 S67°0 IS0, 1> . <00 18U yy 3SAUBTUBAL
7750 96£°0 669°0 990°0 6LT P, %, T0 1/8W 34 uol|
100> 10°0> 100> 100> 7200 | %, %0 18w n) Joddo)
111 606 996 S6 778 20z Bue) unpe)
TET L'81 [ 1T 9FI 5, "% 1/3wW S WINISOUBEIA]
Z8I0 160°0 9510 7800 €10°0> Cr1o$07¢| 15w HN WNUOWWY 0L,
0100 0100 L00'0> €200 €100 10 ¥ VBUON AUNIN
770> 7T 0> LT0 LT STH (£2) 05 4w FON BN
8T 5T 5T 6T FE (0£) 05z 8w D dpUOID
i Ly L9 LS 33 0s¢T 1/8W FOS seyding
cig 082 5LT 0LT 61 1/3w F0JED Lumenry
€LE p0€ 6T 443 1.T 1/su EQDED ssaupIey
6L9 £29 58 0ss 6LY 0051 /g Aiagonpuo)
Gt T 8I'L 8I'L L 69 sjup) Hd
91 I 9'F 60 07< ¥ [] WZBwLo Aupiqing
> > > 7> > 0T uaZeH Ano[o)
000T 0007 000T 000Z 0002 (proysa
Ang Ang Aing Amng Amg 159) sprup) Japweled
SMd vMd EMd Md IMd | °NEA DVIA

((®)000Z ‘P66T) 0D % I[N *L°M woiy eje( “Sury 2y3 jo Sog & S[PM [BLD) 3} WOIJ BJB( ANSIWAYICIPAY JO AIpwWWIng PIanunuod ‘L Aqe[,

SBUUY UL O 2241085 TG Jap g Mpgilg Suiy aiys fo Sog

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:59



Bog of the Ring Public Water Supply: Suuree Protection Zoses

7.7 Conceptual Model

The conceptual model is based on the mapped geology and on hydrogeological data such as water
levels, pumping tests, subsoil thicknesses and permeabilities, surface water features, topography, etc.
The conceptual model represents our current understanding of groundwater flow around the Bog of the
Ring boreholes. The groundwater regime in the area is complex due to the structural and glacial
history of the area. The available hydrogeological information does not allow a definitive
understanding of the hydrogeology.

e The wells are drilled in impure (shaly) limestones. Four of the wells (PWs 2, 3, 4 and 5) are
located in the fractured shaly limestone of the Loughshinny Formation, which is classified as a
locally important aquifer that is generally moderately productive (Lm). Production well 1
(PW1) was drilled into the pure bedded limestone of the Mullaghfin Formation, into which the
Loughshinny Formation grades northwards. This is classified as a regionally important, diffusely
karstified aquifer (RK).

e Groundwater flow is primarily along faults and fractures in the bedrock, evidenced by discrete
inflow zones recorded in the well logs. Dolomitised zones may exist, further enhancing
permeability. Dissolution of the limestone along fracture planes should also have further increased
permeability.

e The limestones have high transmissivity, which is believed to arise from extensive faulting and
fracturing of the limestones in this area. A high transmissivity zone runs WNW-ESE, (Central
Zone), beneath the Bog. In the area where the production offs are drilled, the limestone area
beneath the surface is 500-1000 m wide (i.e., in a nor@g%outh direction). The well field is
primarily located in the Central Zone. & @

e Underneath the Bog, the limestone bedrock aq%,@?&‘i@ overlain by 5-15 m of saturated gravels,
which is in turn overlain by about 10 m of ci?@ Fhe gravels are likely a more or less continuous
layer. The saturated gravels are considere,c\b é\o@l\tribute extra transmissivity to the groundwater
system and also to provide extra groun storage. Gravelly deposits overlain by clays were
recorded at PW1, PW2, PW3 and PW4&; 0ey are absent further west in the vicinity of PW5, and
to the north and south of the Bog. QO;Q\\\\

e The fractured limestones are bour@é’d to the north by the North Dublin Fault, which juxtaposes
older rocks against the lime@e. At the southern margin of the limestone, it disappears
underneath the overlying yoqﬁ%er shales and sandstones that form Knockbrack Hill. This change
occurs roughly where the ground slope increases. The older (Ordovician) Volcanic rocks
immediately to the north of the Production Wells have moderately good transmissivity.
Groundwater gradients indicate that hilly parts of the Volcanic aquifer have lower transmissivity.
This is attributed to their being less fractured and hence more resistant to erosion. The older
(Ordovician and Silurian) sandstones and shales to the northwest and northeast of the boreholes,
and the younger (Namurian) rocks to the south of the boreholes, have low transmissivities.

e There is also a N-S trending fault zone running almost parallel to the M1 and the Matt River in the
vicinity of Mattinch — Decoy Bridge and Courtlough (Matt River/M1 zone). High transmissivity is
indicated by a low groundwater gradient. Saturated gravel deposits (>10 m) next to the M1 and the
Matt River are known south of Decoy Bridge, and appear to generate high transmissivities. A
pumping test in gravel subsoils indicates permeabilities >50 m/d. There are no permeability data
for the bedrock in this area.

e Higher groundwater gradients indicate that the shaly limestones to the east of the Matt River have
lower permeabilities than those under the Bog.

e Much of the area is covered by thick, low permeability subsoils, which inhibit recharge of the
bedrock aquifers by rainfall but give good aquifer protection. Exceptions are on the upper areas of
Knockbrack Hill and around Dermotstown, where rock is close to the surface.

o Recharge is approximately 322 mm/yr in the areas where subsoil is thin (<3 m) or absent.
Recharge is zero in the areas where the aquifer is confined by thick subsoils and is artesian. Over
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much of the area (where subsoils are thick and low permeability), recharge is estimated to be
approximately 57 mm/yr.

e In the natural (non-pumping state), the aquifer is confined by low permeability clays or tills, and is
generally artesian from Priorland (between PW4 and PW5) in the west to Decoy Bridge (PW1) in
the east. The aquifer is also artesian at least as far south as Courtlough. In the vicinity of PW5 and
further west, the bedrock aquifer is also confined, but not artesian. Water levels in boreholes and
spring elevations indicate that, in general, the groundwater piezometric surface follows
topography. Away from the Bog area, the bedrock aquifers are generally unconfined. Locally,
subsoil thicknesses may be such that confined conditions exist.

e In the valley area that the Bog occupies, groundwater gradients are very gentle (0.003).
Groundwater flow is to the east. From Knockbrack Hill, groundwater (and ground surface)
gradients are steep (>0.05) and directed northwards to the Bog. From the north, groundwater flows
southwards through the Ordovician volcanic aquifer into the fractured limestone aquifer at the Bog
of the Ring. The topography is gently rolling and groundwater gradients relatively gentle (<0.03).

e Measured groundwater levels indicate that to the west of PW5, in the vicinity of Hazardstown,
groundwater flow directions do not coincide with topography. The groundwater divide is believed
to lie about 750 m further to the west than the surface water catchment boundary.

e At current pumping rates (total 3,500 m*/d), water levels are between about 13.5 and 25.5 mbgl
(approximately 15 to 29 mAOD). This equates to drawdowns of between about 13.5 and 18 m.

e At the wells, the water levels are below the base of the gravel layer (probably due to well losses).
However, water levels in the observation wells show that the watét level is generally above the top
of the gravels. N

e Under natural (non-pumping) conditions, it is believed @Et groundwater flows eastwards to the
area of Decoy Bridge, then northwards out of th i \transmissivity Bog of the Ring limestone
aquifer along a north-trending zone near the MegQ qver.

e Evidence for this flow direction comes f{\@?r?ég%\undwater gradients estimated from measured
water levels and from topographic consi %kﬁns; a northwards flow towards Decoy Bridge from
the Courtlough area is indicated by gﬁ)@dwater levels in boreholes. A westward groundwater
flow from the Salmon area to Decoﬁ(‘ﬁ@ﬁge is also indicated by measured groundwater levels and
also by the steeper topography. 6\00

e The nature of the zone conductitg groundwater northwards from Decoy Bridge along the Matt
River valley is poorly constraified. From limited borehole data, it is thought that gravelly deposits
capable of transmitting significant quantities of groundwater overlie the generally low
transmissivity bedrock aquifer. The bedrock aquifer transmissivity may also be enhanced in this
local zone due to the presence of a major fault zone.

e In the area north of the Bog of the Ring, groundwater is thought to discharge to streams and
ditches that coalesce to form an eastward-flowing tributary to the Matt River.

e  West of the groundwater divide near Hazardstown, groundwater flows to the River Delvin.

e At curent rates of pumping, the eastern edge of the cone of depression is near to Decoy Bridge
(during the 3-day shut-off in July, water level recovery at this location (OW3) was about 25 cm).
The cone of depression does not appear to extend as far as the crossroads 500 m further east
(OWe6).

e Pumping shifts the natural groundwater divide near Hazardstown further to the west. The pumping
water level contour map suggests that the groundwater divide is very close to the Delvin River.

e The high yields observed at the production wells are due to the presence of a high transmissivity
zone supported by a significant gravel horizon, but the limiting factors on the long term yields are
the low recharge and presence of relatively poor bedrock aquifers. The high transmissivity zone
and the gravels are surrounded almost wholly either by locally important aquifers that are
generally moderately productive (Lm) or poor aquifers which are generally unproductive
except for local zones (P1). The high transmissivity zones act as horizontal pathways, and
maintenance of well yields is largely dependent on water feeding into them from the surrounding
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aquifers. The continued monitoring will allow further investigation into the long term yields of the
wells.

7.8 Numerical Model

A numerical model based on the conceptual model outlined above was developed using MODFLOW
3.1. The modelling objectives and scope were to:

e calibrate aquifer transmissivities and their distribution;
e calibrate aquifer recharge and its distribution;

e gain an insight into the groundwater system and to help understand better the outflows from the
groundwater system;

e help define the extent of the Zone of Contribution (ZOC) and 100-day time of travel for the four
production wells.

It was not the intention of the modelling exercise that the model reproduce exactly the groundwater
system, but rather that it would give a ‘broad picture’ of the hydrogeology of the area.

7.8.1 Model configuration

Model Framework

e The model is oriented parallel to the main geological and permeability trends. The grid cells are
approximately 500 m in the x direction and 450 m in the y diregtéa

e The model is one layer thick. This layer represents both the Beédrock aquifer, the weathered layer at
the top of the bedrock aquifer, and overlying highg@é\‘t&%bility subsoils (gravels). Vertical cell
thickness varies depending upon the geology and thfe dquifer characteristics of the bedrock. This is
discussed further below. The low permeability gﬁﬁ%ﬁ deposits are not modelled.

Model Boundaries 053‘\ $<\

e The lateral extent of the model was b won the conceptual model and defined using geological
and hydrogeological boundaries. ‘Qﬁf@‘houndary conditions are shown on Figure 7, and are
described below: 6\

o The southwest boundary is NO FLOW boundary. It is defined mainly by surface water
catchment boundaries, with which groundwater divides are considered to correspond.

= Along the western part of this boundary, the model boundary is defined by an approximate
groundwater flow path. A groundwater flow path is a line which groundwater cannot cross,
but can only run parallel to (unless some external stress changes its direction and/ or location).
This area is considered to be too far away from the pumping wells to be significantly
influenced by pumping.

= Most of the boundary occurs along a significant topographic feature in low transmissivity
rocks; its location will be unaffected by pumping.

= Along the southernmost part of this boundary, the groundwater divide is in a low-relief area.
The location of the groundwater divide is presumed to coincide with the surface water
catchment divide. It is defined on this basis and with few data, and therefore its exact location
is uncertain. Additionally, the location of the divide may move southwards due to pumping.

o The southeast boundary is a NO FLOW boundary. It is defined by a groundwater divide which
was mapped as described in Section 7.3. This boundary is considered to be far enough away and
topographically significant enough for its location to be largely unaffected by pumping at the Bog
of the Ring well field.

o The northwest boundary is a RIVER boundary. It is defined by the River Delvin, which is the
main discharge zone in the west of the study area. The river head is derived along its length from
the OSi 1:50,000 map and falls from 61-41 mAOD. The river conductance is derived using the
MODFLOW default formula from an assumed river bottom permeability of 0.01 m/d, and
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assumed river width of 5m and depth of 3 m. Conductance controls the ease with which
groundwater can enter the river (or vice versa) and values estimated for each cell depend on the
river length crossing each cell and on the dimensions of the cell. Values in this model range from
834-2917 m*/d.

o The NNW/ north boundary is a NO FLOW boundary. It is defined in part by the relatively
impermeable Lower Palaeozoic rocks of the Clashford House Formation, and in part by a
northeast trending groundwater divide.

o The northeast boundary is a NO FLOW boundary. It is the approximate location of a
groundwater divide.

o The east boundary is a mixed boundary. Most of the boundary is NO FLOW, but there are also

RIVER and CONSTANT HEAD boundary cells.

»  The CONSTANT HEAD cell at Decoy Bridge is set to known groundwater head values.
Using a constant head boundary (CHB) simulates the effect that the Matt River have on the
groundwater flow, but avoids modelling the river explicitly. The winter 1994 (pre-pumping)
groundwater head was 34 mAOD, and the summer 2004 (post-pumping) groundwater head is
32 mAOD. The summer head value used is based on 2004 water level data at OW3 and likely
includes the effect of pumping.

&
&
&
&
&
&
S5O
S
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&
S
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Figure 7: Diagram showing the numerical model boundaries. See text for discussion.
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= The RIVER cell at Stephenstown simulates the tributary to the Matt River. The river head
specified at this cell is 30 mAOD. The properties of this boundary are described further below.

= East of Matt River to north of Salmon, the NO FLOW boundary is defined by the relatively
impermeable Lower Palacozoic rocks of the Skerries Formation.

= Between Decoy Bridge and Stephenstown, the boundary between the Ordovician Voleanics
and low transmissivity Skerries Formation is simulated using a NO FLOW boundary. Again,
this is an approximation. In reality, this is the approximate location of the Matt River.
However, little is known about the behaviour of the Matt River and its interaction with the
groundwater system in this locality. Therefore a no flow boundary avoids making assumptions
about the river behaviour. It is considered that the CHB simulating the groundwater outlet at
Decoy Bridge, and river cells simulating the Matt River tributary are sufficient to replicate the
groundwater system behaviour.

e There are two boundary types within the model domain:

o A RIVER boundary, which simulates the ditches and streams that flow eastwards from Newtown
to join the Matt River near Stephenstown. The network of drainage channels is represented by a
single channel that widens and deepens downstream. Cell conductances accordingly range from
93-296 m*/d. The river head is derived along its length from the OSi 1:50,000 map, and falls from
49-30 mAOD.

o The RECHARGE boundary, which simulates the proportion of rainfall that enters the bedrock
aquifer. As described in Section 7.2.4 and summarised in Table 4, recharge is estimated based on
the subsoil thickness and permeability. There are sixteen rech‘ﬁge classes (zones) defined in the
model, which are based on the proportions of different suks@il vulnerabilities and permeabilities

in a grid cell. The zone distribution and actual re@@@e values are shown in Figure A.2 (in
: &
Appendix). O
&
SR
S
Model Aquifer Transmissivities N

S

The model is divided into different aqg&ﬁo‘ﬁ?ﬁts, as outlined below. The higher permeability
weathered layer or, in some locations, grave ‘der at the top of the bedrock is not modelled separately;
the transmissivity assigned to the grid celfRdccounts for this implicitly. The permeability map and the
resulting transmissivity map are sho@ in Figure A.3. The transmissivities used for each unit are

summarised in Table 8 and were do eated as follows:
;
e ‘Impure Limestones’

o Central zone: represents the fractured Loughshinny Formation aquifer combined with the
permeability contribution from the overlying saturated gravels. With the exception of the unused
PW1, the production wells lie in this aquifer unit.

o Peripheral zone: represents the fractured Loughshinny Formation aquifer in the vicinity of the
Bog but in areas where there is no/ little gravel overlying the bedrock.

o Eastern zone: represents the Loughshinny Formation aquifer to the east of the Matt River and
ML

o Matt River/ Ml zone: represents the Loughshinny Formation aquifer along a major N-5 fault zone
combined with the permeability contribution from the overlying saturated gravels.

e ‘Ordovician Volcanics’, which lie to the north of the Bog area.

o Main zone: represents the bulk of this aquifer.
o Hill zone: represents the aquifer properties of areas that are hillier and are therefore presumed to
be less fractured, more resistant to the effects of erosive processes, and less permeable.

e ‘Lower Palacozoic Metasediments’, which lie to the northwest of the Bog area.

e ‘Namurian mudstones and sandstones’, which lie to the south of the Bog area, and in the very east
of the study area.
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o The transmissivities in the eastern part of the study area are approximately half those in the
vicinity of Knockbrack Hill.

Table 8: Summary of the aquifer properties used in the numerical model

Aquifer unit Sub-area Horizontal permeability Transmissivity
(m/d) ' (m’*/d) 2
Central zone 9 630
Impure Limestones Peripheral zone 5 350
Eastern zone 0.7 49
Matt River/ M1 zone 12 840
5 ; Main zone 0.6 24
Ordovician Volcanics ill zone 0.25 10
Lower Palacozoic
Metasediments NiA 0.25 7.3
Namurian Mudstones Knockbrack Hill 0.0625-0.125 3.1-4.6
and Sandstones Eastern zone 0.0313-0.0625 3375

1) Transmissivity within an aquifer unit in the model varies slightly due to varying cell thickness. The value given
represents the average, based on the target cell thickness.
2) Note that for reasons of model numerical stability, cell thicknesses in the N@qurian aquifer vary widely. Therefore,

permeabilities are adjusted to maintain similar transmissivities. &
&
Since the model was run in steady state conditions, a@f\eﬁétoraﬁvities were not defined. Aquifer

effective porosities are discussed in Sections 7.4 and %&? Qg\
RN
S
. X &
Abstraction ‘o&i &
Current total abstraction at the public supply§8 approximately 3500 nr'/d. The abstraction rates for the
supply wells, recorded by Fingal Co. Co. gt listed below in Table 9. Abstraction increased by 50% is

also listed to reach an approximate 50Qém3/d target in case of future scheme expansion.

)
Table 9: Abstractions at the Bog of the Ring Public Supply Wells.
Well Name Abstraction (m*/d) | Abstraction +50%
increase (m*/d)
PW2 1052 1578
PW3 1050 1575
PW4 337 340 *
PW5 1044 1566
Total 3483 3059

* an abstraction increase at PW4 is not factored in, as results from the June 2000 pumping tests indicate that the
pumping water level should be maintained, if possible, within 24 m of the ground surface (>13.2 mAOD).

7.8.2 Model calibration

The groundwater level contour map based on winter pre-pumping water levels was used to calibrate
the model. The model was run in steady-state mode for non-pumping conditions.

The values of transmissivity were varied within ranges indicated by pumping tests, groundwater
gradients and recharge rates to converge on the values outlined in Section 7.8.1. Recharge was
computed as described in Sections 7.2 and 7.8.1.

The calibration criteria were:

37

EPA Export 25-07-2013:21:06:59



Bow of the Ring Public Wearer Supply: Sonrce Protoction Zones

e Predicted groundwater gradients and flow directions in different areas of the model match those
derived from the hand-drawn groundwater head map.

e Less than 10 m absolute error in the predicted heads at key points in the model (e.g. pumping and
observation wells, heads on Knockbrack Hill and in the north (around Newtown), east (around
west Palmerstown) and south (south of Rowans Little).

The results are shown in the Appendix Figure A.4

7.8.3 Model validation

Once the model was calibrated, it was validated against groundwater heads that have been contoured
on the basis of current (August 2004) water levels at the production wells and observation wells (July
2004). The model was run in steady state using current pumping rates (see Section 7.8.1 above).

Overall, predicted groundwater levels are similar to known and interpolated groundwater heads. At
PWs 2, 3, 4 and 5, an exact match was not expected, since the grid cells are not refined around the
pumping wells, and head values in the cells are averages across approximately 500 x 450 m areas.
Additionally, well losses at the pumping wells increase drawdown beyond that predicted by general
groundwater flow equations. Furthermore, aquifer heterogeneity on an inter-well scale was not
modelled.

The results are shown in Figure A.5.

The modelling suggests that the groundwater divide may move appgdximately 200 m southwestwards
in the area of Rowans Little and Hedgestown, and approximat@ 900 m in the area of Hazardstown,
when the abstraction rate is 3500 m’/d.. Q& 8

«Q

Sensitivity analyses were performed independently o Qalues of recharge across the whole model,
and on the Central zone and Matt River zone Iimes&@?@p rmeabilities. The results indicate that:

e A 10% increase or decrease in recharge r %}n an approximately 0.7 m increase or decrease in
groundwater heads. This relationship i l;ﬂ%ximately linear (e.g., a 20% increase would cause a

1.4 m increase), except in the areas &5\3(1\'\ the constant head or river boundary cells. The variation
in head is only weakly dependent on @\}nping rate.
\

e A 10% increase or decrease i onne:ability results in an approximately 0.1-0.7 m increase or
decrease in groundwater hca%@ﬂ‘ he relationship is strongly dependent on pumping rate, with the
smallest increase/ decrease observed at the highest pumping rates. For the non-pumping scenario,
the effects of varying permeability are very similar to varying overall recharge.

7.8.4 Model predictions of additional scenarios
Finally, conditions were modelled for two scenarios with abstraction rates greater than 3,500 m’/d:

1. 5,000 m*/d from existing wells (PW2, PW3, PW4 and PW5);

2. 4,000 m*d, with the additional 500 m3/d abstracted from a new well located 250 m south of PW1,
to assess the possible impact of a well along the N-S fault.

For both scenarios, the model predicts that further expansion of the zone of contribution (ZOC) occurs
along both the high transmissivity Central zone and the Matt River/M1 zone.

For Scenario 1, the boundary of the zone is predicted to migrate westwards by approximately 200 m in
the Hazardstown area and approximately 40 m southwards in the Rowans Little/Hedgestown area.

For Scenario 2, the boundary migrates westwards by approximately 70 m in the Hazardstown area and
approximately 80 m southwards in the Rowans Little - Hedgestown area.

The predicted boundaries cannot be taken as definitive; neither the available data nor the conceptual
model on which the numerical model is based nor the model grid allow precise delineation of the ZOC
boundaries. However, the numerical modelling provides useful guidance on the groundwater flow
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regime in the area. It highlights the importance of the high transmissivity zones and the sensitivity of
the aquifer to abstraction rate.

The model predlctlons indicate the need for further assessment of the available groundwater resources
in this aquifer, prior to decisions on increasing the abstraction beyond 3,500 m’/d.

8: Delineation of Source Protection Areas

This section delineates the areas around the wells that are believed to contribute groundwater to the
wells, and that therefore require protection. The areas are delineated based on the conceptualisation
and numerical modelling of the groundwater flow system, as described in Sections 7.7 and 7.8, and are
presented in Figure 8 and on Map 5.

Two source protection areas are delineated:

e Inner Protection Area (SI), designed to give protection from microbial pollution;
e  Quter Protection Area (SO), encompassing the remainder of the ZOC of the well.

8.1 Outer Protection Area

The Outer Protection Area (SO) is bounded by the complete catchment area to the source, i.e. the zone
of contribution (ZOC), which is defined as the area required to support abstraction from long-term
recharge. The ZOC is controlled primarily by a) the total discharge, b) groundwater flow directions
and gradients, ¢) bedrock aquifer permeabilities and d) the recharg ?&1 the area. The current combined
abstraction rate at the Bog of the Ring boreholes is about 3480@ /d. The ZOC is delineated for the

rrent abstraction rate.
cu I \ﬁ g

The ZOC for the Bog of the Ring production wells Sﬂ’meated by both hydrogeological mapping
techniques and numerical modelling (using MOD { . This is constrained by an estimate of the
area required to support the abstraction obtair;O s1ng the average recharge and the abstraction
rates. The ZOCs are shown in Map 5 and the Qfmo ries are described below.

The Eastern Boundary is based on gyﬁ@‘geologlcal mapping which indicates that there is a
groundwater divide in Killalane. OQ

The Southern Boundary is delineate \smg topography and numerical modelling.

The Southwestern Boundary is@nstrained by topography. The groundwater divide coincides with
the topographic divide. It is conservative boundary as groundwater within this area of low
transmissivity rocks is likely to have short flow paths, quickly discharging to the small streams
draining the Knockbrack hill. Thus the boundary allows for some flow that may get to the wells,
particularly toward the boundary with the limestones.

The Western Boundary is delineated using topography and numerical modelling, extending between
Cabinhill and Naul.

The Northwestern Boundary is constrained by geological boundary between the Carboniferous
Limestones and the Ordovician Metasediments. It is assumed that the Ordovician Metasediments do
not yield significant quantities of water. Accordingly, an arbitrary 200 m buffer beyond the geological
boundary is used to delineate the boundary.

The Northern Boundary is based on hydrogeological mapping which indicates that there is a
groundwater divide between Dermotstown and Whitestown, which almost coincides with the
topographic divide.

The Northeastern Boundary (between Dermotstown and Dennis Fields) is constrained by
topography and the geological boundary of the Carboniferous Limestones with the Silurian
Metasediments. An arbitrary buffer of 200 m beyond the geological boundary is used to delineate the
boundary. Further west toward Decoy Bridge, the boundary is delineated using topography. In the
vicinity of Decoy Bridge and Knock there is an area of higher permeability to allow groundwater to
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discharge from the area. To account for this the boundary of the ZOC is based on the boundary of the
higher permeability subsoil in this area.

8.2 Inner Protection Area

The Inner Protection Area (SI) is the area defined by a 100-day time of travel (ToT) to the source. Itis
delineated to protect against the effects of potentially contaminating activities that may have an
immediate influence on water quality at the source, in particular microbial contamination. By using
the aquifer parameters for permeability and hydraulic gradient, 100-day ToT estimations are made.
Estimations of the extent of this area are done by using Darcy’s Law, which can be used to estimate
groundwater velocities.

Velocity = (gradient x permeability) ~ porosity

The pumping water gradient is estimated downgradient and upgradient of PW2, PW4 and PW5. Thus
velocities are estimated to the southeast, southwest, northwest and northeast of the wells.

Velocities are estimated to be approximately 3 m/d to the southeast and northwest, parallel to the main
high transmissivity zone. Accordingly the boundary of the SI is 300 m southeast and northwest of the
wells. To the southwest due the steeper gradients the velocity is estimated to be approximately 9.5 m/d
and to the northeast 4 m/d. However, to the southwest the velocities are such that the 100-day ToT
boundary extends beyond the boundary between the Carboniferous Limestones and the Namurian
rocks. Thus a permeability of (0.125 m/d) and a porosity (0.01) of the Namurian rocks are taken into
account. Accordingly the boundary of the SI is approximately 45@fi southwest of the wells. To the
northeast of the wells the boundary of the SI is approximately 4&@111. The SI area is shown in Figure 8

and Map 5. 5 é\g
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