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The fact is that Supermarkets want the Farmers of Fingal to grow 

more vegetables and potatoes etc. because they want to deliver the 

food fresh to their customers. 

The Farmers of Fingal supply 50 - 60% of vegetables, potatoes etc to 

Ireland. They can increase this amount to 70%. This industry is worth 

500 to 650 million euros to Fingal. The total for Ireland is 1.2 billion 

euros (Bod Bia), (fmf YkAA) .  

The big secret to this industry is access to plenty of bacteria free 

water. The Geological Survey of Ireland and the Environmental 

Protection Agency have recognised this Aquifer of Fingal. 

This is the most important Aquifer in Ireland in relation to Ireland's 

food supply. 2 million Irish people approximatefy eat food across 
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There is an argument that this water supply should immediately go to 

R4, because vegetables and potatoes etc. contain a high proportion 

of water in them, and because this Aquifer is a major part of the 

human food supply chain of Ireland. Therefore, all of this Aquifer in 

Fingal should automatically be upgraded to R4. 

Part of this Aquifer is already designated R4. (No Landfill can be put 

on an R4 Aquifer). Generation aller generation of Fingal Farms have 

built up this huge industry and it is all based on clean, bacteria free 

water. Why put a huge industry that is worth 500 to 650 million euros 

to Fingal Farmers, at risk? Why put the most important Aquifer 

(based on the food supply) in Ireland at risk? Why put the only water 

supply in Fingal at risk? Why put approx 20,000 people, who are 

drinking the water from this AqurFer at risk? 

Water is still a major issue for most countries in the world, including 

Fingal. Fingal County Council is constantly telling the citizens of 

Fingal "Water is precious, please wnserve it". So why did Fingal 

County Council want to put a landfill in the centre of the most 

important Aquifer in Ireland? 
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3 .  

It is quite clear that Eamon Gilbert and PJ in Fingal County Council 

did not do their jobs or research properly. They should have 

completed a survey of all borehole wells in the Aquifer and then they 

would know that this aquifer is able to produce millions of litres of 

water per day. They are required by law to keep a record of all wells 

above 250,000 litres per day and they did not. 

In the survey carried out by the local peopte, we have identified 

individual wells producing up to 2,500,000 litres per day. That is 2 % 

million litres per day from one well. 

For any person or a group of people to make an honest professional 

decision on whatever subject, you must obviously need to have all 

the facts in front of you. And then, you make an honest professional 

decision. 
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In relation to this proposed landfill, how much water can this Aquifer 

produce on a regular basis and this is obviously proved by the long 

history of the horticultural industry. This is a major fact that they do 

not and could not include in their decision making process, because 

they just did not know. 

The local people are in the process of completing this survey of the 

wells. At this date, the 29' of September 2006, we estimate the 

survey to be 50 - 60% complete. And we are up to approximately 30 

million litres of water per day, and still counting. We do not have to 

have water shortages in Fingal, because we have millions of litres of 

water, right under our feet. 
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We have very little clay in the Nevitt. For example, BSAS, only 6.9m 

to Bedrock, BGBZ, only 7.6m to Bedrock, SG51, only 10.9m of clay. 

We have only pockets of clay, greater than 20m, inside footprint. 

Remember, they are supposed to dig down 1Om and leave lorn 

under the proposed landfill, therefore this requires 20m of clay 

minimum. Let us examine the shape of the landfill: 

Why not 

follow this 

line? 

Answer: 

Not 

enough 

day. 

1Omm cut contour 

Why this 

distance? 

Answer: 

Too much 

gravel. 

Will you fit 9.4 million tons into this very unusual shape for a landfill? 

No, remember, there is a height restriction (0.84 tonnes to cu. m. of 

space). 
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6 .  

The initial plan was to have all vehicles coming into and leaving the 

Nevitt by the M1 Motorway, and therefore no vehicles on small local 

roads. Because of too much archaeology, too much gravel and not 

enough clay, they decided to move the entrance to the West of this 

site. This will obviously attract vehicles from the West, on small local 

roads. There are tailbacks on the MI at the moment, it already is at 

79% capaclty and increasing 17% every year (See Tim 

Chitlingworth's report.) This will obviously create queuing of vehicles 

on the MI and small local roads. 

We have three hills higher than the Nevitt, and the local people would 

be looking down on this landfill. Two of these hitls are high amenity. 

We have generally high winds across these hills, which would carry 

bad odours etc., beyond the boundary of the proposed landfill. 

They are proposing to close a road, which is a direct link for 50% of 

ldren .to go to the local school (see principal's report). This 'whool4 

means the children would be cycling past all these lorries, cars and 

vans. It would be only a matter of time before one of our children is 

killed. 

- .A *.. 
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There is also a small fo&t in the Nevitt which also raises questions. 

There are 5 ways for the lechate to contaminate the only water supply 

in Fingaf; 

A: If you examine the topography, 50% of this proposed landfill is 

sloping North and North East. i.e. directly to the only water supply in 

fingal (see 1 m contour map). 

8: If you examine the borehole log records, they will prove the 

presence of lots of gravel and water flows through this gravel very 

quickly. For example, see the pump test results. 

C: The bedrock is highlyfractured. 

0: There is a major North South Fault Line. 

E: The syncline is much bigger than mentioned in the EIS (See K T 

Cullen's report). 

They are proposing to put a landfill on the side of a hill. There would 

be a lot of water flowing down, when it rains, into the landfill and also 

making the unusual shape of a landfill unstable. 
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The Bog of the Ring is a national heritage area, NHA, and a proposed 

special area of conservation, SAC. A river flows through the Nevitt, 

(See DVD), on its way to Rogerstown Estuary. Rogerstwn Estuary is 

a Bird Sanctuary, Special Area of Consenration, Special Protection 

area, and National Heritage Area. 

Along the river and between the Nevitt and Rogerstown Estuary, 4 

fanners pump water out for irrigation of crops (Amolds, Bells, Moors, 

Weldons). This river is part of the food supply chain of Ireland. 

A tourist centre could be built at the Nevitt (Holy Sanctuary), but 

unfortunately the smell ploom would extend over the tourist centre. 

Not very good planning! There is a Nevitt in France and they have a 

tourist centre, attracting 300,000 people every year. 
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4. 

There was lots of evidence to tell the consultants that there is a 

plentiful supply of water in the Nevitt. The aquifer map of Fingal, the 

maps of 1863 which shows all the water springs in the area, the map 

of 1760 which shows the Bog of the Ring was up at the Nevitt. If you 

talk to the locals, they would tell you that this area is full of water. To 

grow food, you need plenty of water, and that is why Fingal is 

sometimes called 'Little Holland'. If you talk to Jim Burke (Retired 

senior engineer), who worked on the Bog of the Ring in 1963 (see 

his report). If you read KT Cullen's reports. When they completed the 

pump tests, it proves lots of water in the Nevitt. For example, wV1 

can produce 560,000 litres of water per day, PW2 can produce 

31 1,000 litres per day and PW3 can produce 623,000 litres per day. 

We have also 2 Artesian Wells in the Nevitt and 1 more Artesian well 

on its way to the Bog of the Ring. Another borehole has been drilled 

(beside the Nevitt), by Thomes, this year 2006. This well can produce 

600,000 litres of water per day. Kerrigans, to the South of this 

proposed site, can produce over 1 million litres of water per day. It is 

quite clear we have a new extension to the water supply at the Nevitt. 

For the people of Fingal, no more water shortages. 
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