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113 Landscape V a l 4  

Within this area of North Co. Monaghan the only a m  designated m an area of primary 
amenity d u e  is the S l h  Beagh and Bagan Mountains area @ppmximately 5 km west d 
the site. The Mountam Water Rhfer Valley and the Emy Lough and Envirorrs are dasslfled as 
areas of mmdary amenity value In the Momghan County m m e n t  Plan 1999. 

There are no environmentally designated amas {Special Ateas of Consewation, Sped1 

Protdon Areas ek) within 5km ofthe site in any direction. 

In summary, the pqmsed development is h d e d  In an a m  that has no mi, 

ecotogical, historid or other impwbnt landscape d u e  as!miated with 1 

Visually the dte has no significant fhtures. Views of the site from distances greatw than 0.5 

h are generally obscured by the hills s u m d i n g  the site and by the high hedgerows 

located on the majotity of h e  roads near the site. The landscape of the immediate area 
around the Site is already influenced by the presence ofthe m e  poultry farm bsside the site 
and the 38kV station Hlsst of the site. 

The stte and mnwnding area am not of national, regional or local inportan- in terms of 
landscape. The bt@y and quality of this area Is not M#I and ean be dassified as 
low sensitivity mllural la-. 

-sua1 Description of the Proposed Developrnefl 

The power planl indudes the folIowing buildings: 

e Fuel Unload i i  Building 
Boilerkrilding 

I t u w e  bulldlng 
smvbbuildhg 

Administration BulWmg with Gate Oflice 

Fooundatins for Fuel Silos, byers, Fitter, Stack, Air Coolhg Condenser, Oil Tank, 
Wghbridps. etc. 

Most of the ancillary de\Febpmnts are d reWvely small scale whidr will have l i  signifimnt 
visual i m p a  from wtdde the site boundary. Fgum 6.7 sham a &e +ut plan of the 

propa& dembpment The Architectural drawings ammpanying this €IS s h w  the 
comparatiw site and helgM ofthe proposed development. 
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0 A desafption of the elemenEs ofths p w e r  plant that ~ r e  relevant from a visual impact point of 
view are desaibed belaw: 

Internal primary mad8 and hardstanding 8-8 will be paved with asphalt. Areas for handling 

6.6.2 Admlmlmtlon Euikling with Gatp offke 

The building is a Wwtorey office Wading of total ' h m '  fit into sloping ground. The building 

is construded of conuete and plastered bldcwak -mal walk and roof are insulated with 

thermal Insulation. 

6.5.3 Fuel Unloading hltding 

The grwnd f b r  dab and unloading p b  are con- of mhfomed umwete. A struchral 

steel frame supports the roof and external wdb. The external walk are non-insulated single 

skin metd profile dadding. k e d  to hOmontal gahnlsecl daddng rails. The lowesl2.5m are 
plastered blodrwork wak. The mofing is self supportlng galvanbed profiled steel sheets 
externally insulate with 80mm thermal Insula- and weafher proofed with a Samafil type 

membrana. 

6.6A bib Wilding 

The gruund Roor slab and phnt lbm$ations are construded of reirrfwced conme. The 

external walls are mmsulated single skin metal proflled dadding, fixed to horizontal 
g a M i  dadding tails. The lowest 2Sm am plastered bkdrwFlrk walls. The roofing is self- 

suppwted gahranisad proffled sted sheets externally Insulated with Qomm insulah 
and weather-- with P Sarmf~l membrane. 

All ~ ~ ~ 6 8 8  platforms, pllerles and stairs at various levels d the Boller bulkling am steel 

wngs and chequer ptatea supported by strudural steel framework Handrailing is a 

standard EumgM Handrail system. 

6.5.5 Turblne Bulldlng 

The gmmd Roor dab and plant found- are construd'ed d reinfo& mnwete. A 
sbudural steel framework supports the roof and external wak. The external web are non- 
imW single skin metal pmllled cladding, h c l  to hwhontal galvanid dadding rails. The 
lwest 2.5m are @aster4 blodmork walls. 
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I 

a The rooiing is &-supporting gahrarrised profiled steel s h e  exkinally Insulated with 60rnrn 

thermal hsulation and weather-proofed with P Samafil tvpe membrane. 

0.5.6 Sewlee Building 

The m c e  building, W in front of ths Boiler and Turbine buildlng, is a W&&omy 
G@’bulldlng ansbwtd of minforced muate  and pfasbed blodrwork. The roof slab is 

insulated with 1-m thermal Insulation and is weetherpmofed with a Samatil type 

membrane. 

6.&7 Steelworks a d  Metal Cladding, Surface Trppimsnt 

All strudural steel frame members are blast deaned to SA 2‘: and painted with lntergard 
540, single mat primer/ finish paint system - DFT 150 mlcrons. 

Gatlery gratings, handraits, ladders and stalrs are of hot dipped gahanised steel. 

Cladding to &mal walls Is singb skin galvaniwd metal prnfiled cladding with standard 

calour PvF2 oc Plastid coating. 

6.M Lanctscaplng and Fencing 

A landscaping scheme will be developed which will fa- an amelkmtlon of the visual 

impad uf the proposed development btaisl of this are lnduded tg Appendix6 By providing a 

scttume d similar scale Bo he sumwmdhg ama, the visual impact of the development will be 
moderated and integrated into the surrounding landscape. 

This will knrolve, on completion of the coralmelion wet% W i n g  Or the site with grass and 

planting d trees and bushes matching the existing planting In the selgded areas. 

The entire site Will be f e d  with a galvanised 2.lm high chain link fenca. 

The pbnl will be equipped with 30 outdoor llghts abng mad and bafk areas. The lights will 

be dosed at lhe upper slde 80 tfrat Ilght can mly lm seen from Mow to m i n i n i  light spread. 
Outside the plant the red stack hazard Identibtbn lights M e d  at the top of the ehimney 
will be visible for a e m u h l  safety. 
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k6 VtslbFMyandWwa 

The akn af the visual appraisel is to assess the impact the propused ckwelopmenl will tmw 

on views o b i a i d  by within the vicrnity of the site. The impact of the Proposed 

dwdopment on the landscape cha- would depend upan the degree of sensibMty of the 
existing l a n d s s p  and Its ablltty to a#xrmmodate &age. The a$niiimaance of the change will 

The meU10dOkgy adapaea to assess the visual impad is in twp parts. The Rrst establishes the 
visual emrelopa, which is an EYBB within which there is potentially some view of mome part of 
the pmposed dwebpment. The second patt consists d establlshlng #le adual Visibility of the 
proposed development from prlicular viewpoints. 

6.6.1 Establishing the Wsupl Envlelope 

fhe visual envelope is calwlated mhg GIs by inmqmmting topogmphiil data that Is used 
to phi the zone of visual influen- (2VI) on a map. The ZVI map illmirates where the 
p r o p m i  development may be poterstialiy visible. This method does not take account of the 
saeenhg pmvided by buildings, trees and hedgerows. Clearly the pmpo&ed dewhpment will 

not be vld#e frwn all pints within the identified zone of uhibili due to screenlfq dements. 

Two ZVls were undertakn for the visual impact assessment: 

OnefwtheSOmstack 
One fw the mest bdding, the boiler building 40 m helgM (the boiler building, the 
turblne hall and silos wi l  all be at the same elwetion so the boiler krRdding Is 
representative ofthe worst cas8 scenario for visibitily ofthe p~wer  plant excluding the 
-1- 

The site ~ X N R  withln a lw-lyhg valey in a drumlin bett tamiscape. This lype of tarpdsmp 

has a sernihndosed nature by vlrtue of its topography and vegetation. Thus it has an a b i l i  

to absorb 8ome m development due to its visual screening Prpperbes. 

Flguf~ 6.8 & 6.9 shrm the ptenaiat vishili of the proposed devdopment in the sumundhg 

areas. These indicate that vislbIity of the plant wilt be gemally rsstrlded to an a m  within 2- 

3kmofthe&umtdthtw3thintheseareastherewillbe novisibiliiinasignifieantnurnberof 

areas prkuhdy to the eaA and nwtheast 
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The major roads wlthln 5km af the site are the National Primary road N2 

appndmtdy 4 km east ofthe s b  and the Regional mad Rt88 located 2 lan soouthwest of 
the site. Both the stack and hitdings will not be visible from the N2. The stadr will potentially 

#be vMAe from soma d o n s  ofthe Rl88 but the presence ofhedgam and lma lines on 

the roadside will provide considerable screening. It is unllkety that the buildings in the plant 

will be visible from the R188 when screening is taken Into amount. @e 

~ W ~ f r O m ~ R o a d S  

The sta& and the boiter building will be vldMe from a number of the third class mads in #le 

a m  surroundng the plant patlicuhly to the west, nwth and south. Hedge=, tree fines 

and other vegetation will p d e  m n i n g  of views of the plant from seclions of the roads. 
The other components d the plant will be less visible on the thkd dass mads and will only 

consist of intermittent W s  for in the immediab vidnity ofthe plant 

iir)VisibAybr irom Tows and W a p  

The nearesf Village Canidrroe is located approxjmately 1.7 km nom west of the plant. 
Emyvate is buateti appmxhwtely 4 lan east d the ptant and Tedavnet is 1- 

appmxbably 5 km south of the plant. 

The stack and boiler buildihg will be visible from the approach ruads to Carrickroe but the rest 

of the development is unikdy to be vlsibk and in mast pkws will be smened frwn v i w  by 
e i t h e r t h e l a ~ o r l a n d c o r e r . T h e p ~ g r a p h f r w n t h e o l d h a l t i n ~  illuskates the 

presence of bushes and b e ~ 6  on he skyline looking in the direction of the proposed 

derpelopmnt. 

The plant will not be visible from Emyvale or Tdavrtet. 

The dosest envimnmlly designated ama is Emy Lough which is at a viewing distance of 
over 5 lan esml ofthe propsad development The M map15 i n d i  thatothe top ofthe stack 

may be visible from huh ground sunwndbg the Lwgh. At a v i w i t q  dmnce of 5 Ian and 
the possible obstmdon ofthe view in the M n  ofthe stack by trees, hedgerows and 
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0 human made sbudunrs it is hghly mSkdy that the stack wlll be visible. Hen- the visual 
impad of the stack on Emy Loqh and envimns can be dassified as rwgligible. 

For the purpoees ofthis agsBssm8nf dour Viewpoints have been seleded as a rep 

proposed development mn be assesed. The location ofthe viewpoints is shown in Figure 

6-10 and the photographs for each viewpdnt Is shc#nn in Figure 6-1 1. 

Assessment Criteria 

The ded on each m n t  of the change m view as a result ofthe propcrsed d-bpment 

has been assessed according to the *ria set out bekw: 
Major - a hdamental & m e  to the environment 
Moderate - a material but mhmdmental change to the environment 
Minor - a detecWe but m a t e r i a l  change b the mvimnmmd 
Negligble - no dedectable change to tha envlfwment 

0 

The description of the view and features in the landsape has been classllied according to 
their distance frwn the vimrwas W: 

L Foregmund upto 1 km 
M l d d ~ 1 w n d 1 - 3 k m  
Backgrwnd morethan 3 km 

Vlwpolnt 1: Carrlckme 

\new fmm eastern appmach road to Carrickma village looklng In me dired-bn dthe proposed 

dewbpmemt. Acowdmg to the ZVI maps the stack and boiler building is visible frwn this 

viewpoint but the PhDtOgraph rhws that lhere is dense tmellned hedgerows on the horiran 
wtvich will obstruct the view of both the krlldlngs and StadL 

The visual impad from this viwpolnt can be classified as negligible. 

Viwpdnt 2: Cmssropds at Derrykinnigh More 

Wew from the msmads botdng in the drecbion of the pruposed de\Pelopment. The lredlned 

third dass road in the centra middleground Mocks the viaw in that d-. The combination 
ofthe screening provided bytheheson the &side and W i n e d  hedgerwon thedryllne 

in the left backgrand of #a phdograph. Some of the tm8s -ning the stadt and boiler 
building are dedduolss and will not p M e  a total screening effed duttng the winter. 
However. the presence dthe wadmuse in lhe right background dthe photosraph mitigates 

the visual Impad of the p r o w  development- The signposts and werhd powerlines a d  
as visual dehctors for this viw. 
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0 

&VkW frwn a third class mad at Knoduwgraw looking Bn the diredim of the proposed 
development. The stack will be visible from this viewpoint In tbe cenhu oftha photograph. The 
top ofthe bolb W n g  wUI only be padidly visible. The bees and vegetation in the 

background of the photograph will provide partial saeenlng of the development. 

Given the viewing distance of 1.4 km and the m a l  screening of the SEadr and bailer bulldlng 
the visual impad for this viewpoint a n  be cJassified as modefate. 

Vhwpolnt 4 Crousmmds on EaWm Approach Road to the Site 

This view is on the eastern %pprmch mad to the site looking in the direction of the proposed 

development. The view ofthe site Is WEalIy obstrudd by the high hedgerows on either side of 
the mad. This screening e#& is common an I lot ofthe third dass roads in the area. If the 
hedgmms were Irknmed then the stack would be potmtMy WMe but rest of the 

dedopment would mmaln mwrd from view. 

The exlsthg Mwal Impact is negligible due to the Smening eaeCt of ttm high roadside 
M g e r m s .  

Summary of Landscape and Visual Impact 

The landscape assessment fw the a m  determined that the landswpe is a low sensitivity 

aggricuhral landscape with sbong anthropogenic infl-. The location of the proposed 

derelopment In a valley signifmntly r e d m  the vkud Impact. The visual impad is 

predMninantly wlththin 2-3h around the site and is msidembly r e d d  by lhe saeenbrg 
efiW of high madside hedgerows and other vegetation. The visual impad will be negligible 

for most area uiews of the pmposed development. The dedopment will only have a minor to 

moderate hnpact m areas dese to the site. 

ll is considered that the develaqment of a Blomags CHP plant win result in a long-term minor 
visual impact (a minor visual impad is al l ied as a detedable but nadundmental drange 

to the environment) in mne areaswhlch haw views dthe plant. The v i 4  in Ute 
immediate area m u d  the site will msuR In a moderate visual impact (a moderate visual 
impad is M n e d  as material but nowfundamental). However, lhis visual impact is w M n  a 
my mstrktd a m  ofvissbili .  
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