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Appendix 4  – Point 11 of EPA request for additional information.  
Notification to Cork County Council 

SWS Environmental Services: December 2005      
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EPA Compliance Response Ref 211-1  Doc. No.: 2004_121 

 Katherine Walshe 
Cork County Council Environmental Department, 
Cork County Council,  
Environment Dept,  
Floor 11,   
County Hall,  
Cork 
 
 
 

 
11th August 2004 

 
 
 

 
 
A Chara, 

 

SWS Environmental Services are currently undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment 

on behalf of AVR – Environmental Solutions Ltd. for a proposed Materials Recovery and Sludge 

Drying Facility in the townland of Foxhole near Youghal, Co. Cork. 

 

It is our practice to inform all relevant and interested parties about such developments. For that 

reason, I include for your attention a public consultation leaflet identifying the site location and 

providing a project information synopsis. Please review the enclosed information at your earliest 

convenience. 

 

If you have any concerns or opinions you wish to express regarding this development, please 

forward them in writing to the undersigned. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
____________________ 
Declan Waugh B.Sc. MIEMA. MCIWEM. MIOA. MSEE 

Senior Environmental Consultant 

SWS Environmental Services 

SWS Group 

Shinagh House 

SWS Environmental Services: December 2005      
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 John Ronayne 
Cork County Council Planning Department, 
Cork County Council,  
Planning Dept.,  
Model Business Park,  
Model Farm Road,  
Cork 
 

 
11th August 2004 

 
 
 

 
 
A Chara, 

 

SWS Environmental Services are currently undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment 

on behalf of AVR – Environmental Solutions Ltd. for a proposed Materials Recovery and Sludge 

Drying Facility in the townland of Foxhole near Youghal, Co. Cork. 

 

It is our practice to inform all relevant and interested parties about such developments. For that 

reason, I include for your attention a public consultation leaflet identifying the site location and 

providing a project information synopsis. Please review the enclosed information at your earliest 

convenience. 

 

If you have any concerns or opinions you wish to express regarding this development, please 

forward them in writing to the undersigned. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
____________________ 
Declan Waugh B.Sc. MIEMA. MCIWEM. MIOA. MSEE 

Senior Environmental Consultant 

SWS Environmental Services 

SWS Group 

Shinagh House 

 

 

SWS Environmental Services: December 2005      
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CONTENTS
Why construct a
Materials
Recovery & Sludge
Drying Facility?
Reasons for the
development.

Scope of Work:
General description of
the proposed
development and a site
location map.

Care of the
Environment:
AVR – Environmental
Solutions Ltd. policy, our
relationship with the
community and possible
public concerns.

Timescale:
The project construction
programme.

Site Selection
Criteria.

Consultation:
The planning permission
and licensing process,
statutory requirements
and contact details for
further information.

What the project
will bring to
Youghal?

Conclusion.

This information leaflet has been
prepared by AVR – Environmental
Solutions Ltd. to consult with the
local community on the proposed
Materials Recovery & Sludge
Drying Facility at Foxhole,
Youghal, Co. Cork. This
information leaflet addresses such
issues as; the need for the
development, scope of work, care
of the environment, relationship
with the community, possible
public concerns, the project
construction programme, site
selection criteria, the planning
permission and licensing process
and what the project will bring to
Youghal.

AVR – ENVIRONMENTAL
SOLUTIONS LTD. PROPOSED
MATERIALS RECOVERY &
SLUDGE DRYING FACILITY
AT FOXHOLE,YOUGHAL,
CO. CORK

Conclusion

AVR – Environmental Solutions Ltd.
looks forward to working with the
community to achieving it’s aim “to
provide both private sector
companies and the public sector with
high quality environmental solutions
for their commercial and industrial
waste.”  This will enable AVR –
Environmental Solutions Ltd. to
provide state of the art environment
solutions in the waste management
sector utilising Best Available
Technology (BAT). We thank you for
reading this information leaflet. With
your co-operation AVR –
Environmental Solutions Ltd. looks
forward to the successful
implementation of this project.

What the project will bring
to Youghal?

AVR – Environmental Solutions
Ltd. plans to employ up to 15
persons directly during the
operations phase. It is estimated
that during the build phase up to
30 construction staff will be
employed at various roles and
levels. There will also be indirect
jobs created and spin-off service
opportunities in the local
community of Youghal during the
build and operations phase.

Consultation

This information leaflet is the first step in communicating to the public the requirement
to construct a Materials Recovery and Sludge Drying Facility at Foxhole,Youghal, Co.
Cork. AVR – Environmental Solutions Ltd. will have full discussions with many groups
and bodies, as we prepare to submit our Waste Management Licence and Planning
Applications. Among these will be representatives of Cork County Council, Youghal
Town Council, the Environmental Protection Agency, all required statutory bodies, and
the local community.

AVR - Environmental Solutions Ltd. was established as a joint venture company
between SWS Group, Bandon and AVR - Safeway Ltd., Fermoy.

AVR – Environmental Solutions Ltd. is subject to the same regulatory requirements as
any member of the public in relation to Planning, the Environment and other statutory
requirements. In preparing our Waste Management Licence and Planning Applications
we shall carefully consider advice from all parties and balance the many competing
issues in developing our proposal.

Any member of the public can make comments to:

AVR – Environmental Solutions Ltd.
c/o Aoife Foley
SWS Natural Resources, Shinagh House, Bandon, Co. Cork

Tel: 023 41271
Fax: 023 41304
Email: aoife.foley@sws.ie 
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Why construct a Materials
Recovery & Sludge Drying
Facility?

According to a recent report published by
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) “Ireland’s Environment 2004” waste
generation and resource use are at
unsustainably high levels and the number
of authorised landfills are rapidly
decreasing. Significant infrastructure for
the collection and recycling of waste will
be required into the future to service
markets and outlets for the recycling of
waste. The proposed development will
comply with International, EU, National,
Regional and Local Government plans,
policies and strategies on sustainable
development and waste management. In
particular the facility shall meet the
existing and proposed Waste Management
Plans for Cork County. This will have the
benefit of processing materials closer to
source, creating employment and
investment opportunities. A further
benefit of the facility will be the reduction
in volumes of waste currently being
disposed to landfill.

Rev 1
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Scope of Work

The outline Scope of Work for the proposed AVR – Environmental Solutions
Ltd. development is as follows:

➤ Apply for a Waste Management Licence from the Environmental Protection Agency.

➤ Seek full planning permission from Cork County Council.

➤ Design and operate a facility that exceeds the requirements of the Building Regulations to ensure
an environmentally sound and efficient workplace.

➤ The Materials Recovery Facility will use the latest engineering technology to sort, separate, bulk
and bale dry recyclable waste materials such as cardboard, glass, plastic, newspapers, paper,
magazines, ferrous and non-ferrous metals mostly from commercial and industrial enterprises, for
onward shipment prior to recovery and recycling.

➤ The Sludge Drying Facility will treat non-hazardous biological sludge from waste water treatment
plants by reducing the water content using state of the art drying technology.This will reduce the
volume of the original sludge to about 90% dry solids which achieves a weight reduction of
approximately 70%, thus significantly reducing the volume of material currently being landfilled.The
proposed drying technology is proven nationally and internationally, a number of similar type
facilities are in operation in Ireland already. The dried sludge pellet or granulate that will be
produced is inert, stabilised and pasteurised and can be used to produce energy.

➤ Finally AVR – Environmental Solutions Ltd. shall use the Best Available Technology (BAT) at this
facility.

A.

B.

C.1.
2.

3.
4.
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Timescale

This project is programmed for completion in 2005, the Waste
Management Licence and Planning Permission Applications will be
submitted in August 2004.

Site Selection Criteria

The site at Foxhole, Youghal, Co. Cork was selected on the basis of the
following criteria:

➤ Located in a commercial and industrial zoned area, close to Youghal which can supply employees
and essential services.

➤ Strategically located at the entrance to an existing landfill.

➤ Excellent transportation network, located alongside the N25 national route and E30 Euroroute.

➤ Servicing the commercial and industrial enterprises in Youghal and the surrounding areas.

Care of the Environment

The aim of AVR –
Environmental Solutions Ltd. is
“to provide both private sector
companies and the public sector
with high quality environmental
solutions for their commercial
and industrial waste.”

AVR – Environmental Solutions
Ltd. aims to have a positive
relationship with the local
residents. We will have full,
open and proper consultation
with the community. All
possible public concerns and
perceived risks will be
minimised both during both the
build and operations phase.
These include:

➤ Visual Impact, the facility will be
designed and landscaped to the highest
standard in consultation with the
planning authority.

➤ Traffic, the site is located in the
Commercial and Industrial Zone of
Youghal at the entrance to the existing
landfill.The site is easily accessed from
the N25. Due to the recent Youghal
bypass the proposed facility will not
impact directly on the town of Youghal.

➤ Atmospheric, aqueous and noise
emissions will be managed from the
design stage. All emissions will be
licensed by the Environmental
Protection Agency and will comply with
the relevant environmental, health and
safety standards.

➤ A full Environmental Impact Statement
is currently being prepared as part of
the planning submission.
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EPA Compliance Response Ref 211-1  Doc. No.: 2004_121 

Content of Planning Site Notice:
 

We, AVR-Environmental Solutions Ltd., intend to apply for  
 

Permission            
Outline Permission  
Permission for Retention   
Permission consequent on the grant of outline permission            

(Ref. No. of outline permission; )  
 
For development of a Waste Recovery/Transfer and Sludge Drying Facility at 
this site in the townland of Foxhole, Youghal, Co. Cork. 
 
The development on 3.54 acres consists of inter-alia; 
a waste recovery and transfer building; administration building and carpark; 
transformer/plant building and standby generator; boiler and woodchip storage 
building; sludge reception building; sludge drying building; waste water treatment 
plant including balancing tank; fire water storage tank; storm water retention tank; 1 
no. weighbridge; 1 no. wheelwash; oil storage and bund walls; waste quarantine area; 
dried sludge discharge area; mobile dewatering plant; mobile fire fighting plant; hard 
standings; all boundary fencing and walls; all associated site works; and ancillaries. 
 
This application for planning permission is subject to an application to the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for a waste licence. 
 
This application for planning permission is accompanied by an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). 
 
The planning application may be inspected and/or purchased at the offices of the 
Planning Authority, Model Business Park, Model Farm Rd, Cork, during 
normal opening hours, i.e. 9.00a.m. to 4.00p.m. Mondays to Fridays including 
lunch hour (excluding public holidays). 
 
A submission or observation in relation to the application may be made in 
writing to the planning authority within the period of 5 weeks beginning on the 
date of receipt by the authority of the application, on payment of a fee of €20.  

Signed:  AVR - Environmental Solutions Ltd.  
c/o SWS Natural Resources Ltd. “Shinagh House”, Bandon, Co. Cork
 
Date of erection of Site Notice: 17 September 2004
 

 
 

SWS Environmental Services: December 2005      
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Planning Department 

Cork County Council 

Model Business Park 

Model Farm Road 

Cork 

 

 

30/09/2004 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

We attach AVR – Environmental Solutions Ltd. planning application together 

with the stipulated fee of €80 as stated in the legislation. 

 

 

The planning application is a fully completed, comprehensive document and 

includes an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  This planning application 

is in conjunction with a waste licence application to the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA). 

 

 

Please find enclosed: 

• A cheque made payable to the Cork County Council for the sum of 

eighty euro, 

 

• 1 Number original hard copy of the application form including all 

attachments (i.e. original whole page of newspaper showing date and 

site notice) labelled “original” and a full set of drawings to the 

appropriate scales in A1 and A3, 

 

•  
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• 5 Number copies of the application form including all attachments in 

hard copy all of which are labelled ”copy” and a full set of drawings to 

the appropriate scales in A1 and A3, 

• 15 Number hardcopies of the EIS, one of which is labelled “original” 

and the other 14 are labelled “copy”, 

 

This planning application is also accompanied by a Traffic Impact Assessment 

Report and Landscape Development Proposal Report.  

 

Finally we look forward to meeting you at your convenience to present this 

application for a waste licence and supply any additional information deemed 

necessary by the Cork County Council. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

      

Aoife Foley BE MSc MIEI CEng 

Business Development Manager  
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