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1.3 The Applicant 
Thorntons Recycling is an Irish, family-run business that has been in operation for over twenty five years in 
the area of materials recovery and waste management. 

The company operates one of lrelands most modern EPA licensed recycling/recovery facilities at Killeen Road 
in Dublin. This facility employs over 135 people and processes 250,000 tonnes of waste annually. 

* EC Working Document on Biological Treatment of Biowaste, 2nd dratt; 

* EPAAdvice Notes on Current Practice (in the preparation of Environmental Impact Statements) and 
Contents of an EIS; 

From a local perspective, the following waste and development plans will be considered within the ElS: 

* The Waste Management Plan for the Midlands Region, Adopted by Westmeath County Council, 12th 
September 2001; 

* Westmeath County Development Plan 2002-2008 

1.7 About the EIS 
This document constitutes the Environmental Impact Statement prepared under the European Communities 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations, 1999. 

Chapter 2 provides details of planning policy relevant to the site; Chapter 3 provides a case for the need for 
the development and describes the alternatives that were considered; and Chapter 4 describes the proposed 
facility in detail. Chapters 5-16 consider the following environmental topic areas: 

* Humans & Health impact assessment 

1.4 EIS Project Team 
Enviros Consulting Ltd was engaged by Thorntons Recycling Ltd as pdncipal consultants in the preparation 
of this Environmental impact Statement (EIS). The following subcontractors also provided expert advice in the 
following areas: 

Robertson 8, Associates Flora & Fauna 

Cultural Resource Development Services Limited Cultural Heritage 

Colin Buchanan 8 partners T&k 

‘1.5 Regulatory Context 

The proposed development requires an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) under the European 
Communities (Environmental ImpactAssessment) (Amendment) Regulations, 1999, First Schedule, Part it (11 
Other Projects) under the following category: 

b) lnstatlations for the disposal of waste with an annual intake greater than 25,000 tonnes not included 
in Parf 1 of the First Schedule. 

The Second and Third Schedules of the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment 
(Amendment) Regulations, 1999 specify the scope of background information on the site specified for 
inclusion in an EIS. This EIS covars the information specified in those regulations. 

1.6 Review of Legislation & Guidance 
The EIS considers the following legislation and guidance notes throughout the evaluation: 

European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations, 1999; 

Waste Management Acts, 1996-2001 and associated Regulations; 

Protection of the Environment Act 2003; 

Landfill Directive (99/31/EC); 

Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 laying down health rules concerning animal by-products not intended 
for human consumption; 

(EC) No 808/2003 amending Regulalion (EC) No 1774/2002 laying down health rules concerning 
animal by-products not intended for human consumption; 

(EC) NO 81312003 on transitional measures Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 as regards the 
KdleCtiOn, transport and disposal of former foodstuffs; 

l Air Quality 

. Climate 

l Noise 

* Traffic 

l Surface Water 

* Geology & Groundwater 

* Landscape and visual assessment 

* Soils &Agriculture 

* Flora & Fauna 

* Cultural Heritage 

* Material Assets 

For each of the topic areas a description of the existing (baseline) environment is provided. The potential 
environmental effects of fhe development are then described and measures to mitigate the POtential effects 

are provided. The interaction between all of the environmental topic areas is considered in Chapter 17. 

Consultation 
As part of the EIS process, consultation has taken place with several national bodies. Details are included 
within the various Chapters of this EIS. 
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