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To: Ciara Maxwell, EPA 

From: Margot Cronin, MI 

RE: Shannon Foynes Port Company Dumping at Sea Permit Application  

Date: 23 January, 2020 

*************************************************************************** 

 
Sediment assessment 
 
This sediment assessment relates to annual quantities of:  

• approx. 114,000 tonnes of material from the approach channel  
• 6,000 tonnes of material from the enclosed dock at Ted Russel Dock  
• approx. 156,000 tonnes of material from Foynes Harbour.  

 
The sampling and analysis were carried out in application of an eight year permit. 
 
The sediment in the Ted Russell dock and channel approaches at Limerick is largely composed 
of mud and fine sand. The sediment at Foynes is a mix of silt, sand and gravel.   
 
Nine sediment samples were taken and analysed in November 2017 (– five from Ted Russel 
Dock and Approaches and four from Foynes), in accordance with the sampling and analysis 
plan supplied by the MI. Quality assurance/CRM results for the relevant parameters were 
mostly satisfactory.  
 
Comments: 
 
Samples from the Ted Russell dock and approaches demonstrate low/very low Category 2 
levels of contamination of several determinands (cadmium, copper, lead, zinc, PAH, PCB).  
The four samples from Foynes indicate that the sediment there is clean. The results of the 
chemistry analyses for 2017 are broadly in line with previous analyses results in 2012.  
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