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REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION OF FURTHER INFORMATION RE: PLANNING
REFERENCE 02/1475 FOR THE EXTRACTION OF SAND AND GRAVEL OVER AND AREA
OF 7.8 HECTARES, ASSOCIATED WASHING AND SCREEING PLANT, AND ALL
ASSOCIATED DEVELOPMENT AND WORKS ON AN OVERALL SITE OF APPROX. 13.9
HECTARES. THE FI SUBMITTED PROVIDES FOR THE RE-ALIGNMENT OF THE ETC. AT
BALLINDERRY CARBURY, CO. KILDARE. (

&
1.0 Introduction \(\é

N S
1.1 Declan Brassil & Associates Lid. contract@;f%@;Neﬂl Ground Water Engineering Ltd. (OGE) to
address an item raised by the Plang“iggé%echon of Kildare County Council in relation to
planning application 02/1475. [ﬁl@} Brassil & Associates act as agents for Goode Concrete
Ltd. The application states: <© Q$°’
%

Planning Pem:issgg\%;ught for the Extraction of Sand and Gravel over and area of 7.8

Hectares, Associated washing and screening plant, and all associated development and

works on an overall site of approx. 13.9 hectares at Ballinderry, Carbury, Co. Kildare. The

further information submitted provides for the re-alignment of the County Road bounding

the north of the site (L5004) to form a new junction with the County Road bounding the

east of the site (L1002), and a new site access to the re-aligned County Road - Goode

Concrete Ltd. - 02/1475.

1.2 On June 30, 2003 the Planning Section of Kildare County Council wrote to Declan Brassil &
Associates requesting clarification of the further information. Four items were set out by the
planning office for clarification. OGE have been requested by Declan Brassil & Associates to
address Item 3:
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" Goode Concrete Products Ltd. Page 2 Project No. 350301
RE: Clarification of Add. Information (02/1475) Report Wednesday, 30 July 2003

13

14

1.5

1.6

Notwithstanding your further information submission you are advised that the Eastern
Regional Fisheries Board is not satisfied that you have addressed their concerns in relation

to the proposed development. You are requested to contact them directly and submit to the

ﬁ
. ity in writine the nis MELLRABE COUNTY COUNTIL
Planning Authority in writing the outcome of this T ANKING SECTION

RECEIVED

ental Offz:e, m tlzmﬁastem Regional

arded a copy of a letter from the Egstern

OGE contacted Mr. Noel McGloin (Senior Enviro
Fisheries Board). On July 11, 2003 Mr. McGloin fo

Regional Fisheries Board in relation to the planning application (copy attached).

The letter was dated September 13, 2002 and was signed by Mr. McGloin for Alan McGurdy,
Chief Executive Officer of the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board. In the letter the Board's

reasons for objecting to the planning application are set out.

The reasons for the objection are quoted directly from thig!gtter. They are:

.

¢

«  This site is adjacent to the River Glash, wh{qh 7@ a very important aquatic habitat and
salmonoid (sic) nursery river. The apphc@’te@% not addressed in the EIS the likely impact
of sub-groundwater level excavahons@zﬁs habitat. It is clear that such excavations will
have some impact on the flow pagér@ Glash River (sic) as groundwater that feeds into the
watercourse at present will &zb g@erted to the centre of the site as excavations move sub-
groundwater level. Aﬂcr r&?omhon this ground water will be flowing to the artificial
plake (sic) that will l@*\present on site. Such a change in flow patterns may have a
detrimental effect oncihe Glash River.

+  We are concerned about the likelihood of pollution from this site from suspended solids and

hydrocarbons due to its proximity to the Glash River. (
We are concerned about the combination of this development, the proposed M4 motorway
and a proposed IPC licenced discharge to the Glash River from a local meat factory will

have on the river ecosystem.

In summary the Board asks that this planning application should be refused for all the reasons

set out above.

On May 8, 2003 Mr. McGurdy wrote to Kildare County Council in relation to the application.
In this fetter Mr. McGurdy states that the “applicant has addressed none of our concerns as
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* Goode Concrete Products Lid. Page3 Project No. 350301
RE: Clarification of Add. Information (02/1475) Report Wednesday, 30 July 2003

expressed in our previous correspondence dated September 13, 2002”. (Copy of letter
attached.)

1.7 Declan Brassil & Associates contracted OGE to address these items. This is the focus of this
report.

18 Mr. McGiloin contacted Kildare County Council on July 25, 2003, attaching a copy of this report.
A copy of Mr. McGloin's letter is attached.

20 Response to Eastern Regional Fisheries Board issues
21 OGE will address each item below.

22 Item 1
ek"&

221  This site is adjacent to the River Glash, whtdt#é*a very important aquatic habitat and
salmonoid nursery river. The apphcagédl\g@not addressed in the EIS the likely impact
of sub-groundwater level excavah@ oft this habitat. It is clear that such excavations
will have some impact on the é&@%?paﬂems Glash River (sic) as groundwater that feeds
into the watercourse af prgi‘%q)&%zli be diverted to the centre of the site as excavations
niove sub-groundwaterﬁ@\l After restoration this ground water will be flowing to the
artificial plake (sic) ég&?f will be present on site. Such a change in flow patterns may
have a deh-uuzutg%jj%ct on the Glash River.

222 In the EIS completed for the proposal it is stated several times that the
quarrying operation will go below the local water table. However, it is clearly (
stated that the methodology of extraction of materials from below the water
table will be by dragline. A dragline operates by extracting the deposits in a
large scoop bucket. The machine can extract materials from below the water
table, but it does not remove water. There is no requirement for the area to be

dewatered to allow draglining to proceed.

223  In Section 6.5.e (Conclusions) reference is made to “dewatering” of the site in

connection to the quarrying activities.

2.24  There will be no dewatering of the site to extract the deposils.
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"Goode: Concrete Products Ltd. Page 4 Project No. 350301
. RE: Clarification of Add. Information (02/1475) Report Wednesday, 30 July 2003
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225 While the unconsolidated material will be removed there wili be no removal of
water from the excavation. The standing water in the excavation represents the
elevation of the water table. While the removal of the unconsolidated sands
and gravels will lead to an increase in the total volume of water stored there,
there will be no removal of water; thus no drawdown. Therefore, this will not

have long-term impact on the stream.

22.6 The aquifer and the lake will reach a new balance as there will be a change in
storage of the water resources, from the aquifer to the lake, but the overall
water balance for the catchment will remain unaffected by the removal of the

unconsolidated materials.

22.7 When excavation work is completed the pit will have been partially backfilled {
with worked over materials and the remainder will form a lake. The surface
elevation of this lake will represent the elevagé% of groundwater in the area.
This will not cause water to flow to 5{'1 g?ea or significantly impact on the
existing flow regime. og?’

<&

228 Groundwater will flow nzﬂb ﬁe lake from the upgradient side (the west-
northwest) and flow gcﬁg&radlent (to the southeast, in the direction of the
stream) as it has alwagsoﬁone There will be no change in this flow direction.

&

229 Water is alreaéj'? in storage in the unconsolidated materials. Removal of the
materials will result in this water remaining in storage (in the lake). More
water can be stored in the lake than in the unconsolidated materials; however
this will not lead to water being diverted from the stream. The groundwater

gradient between the lake and river will not change, so the stream will continue

to be recharged from the aquifer.

2210 Water will continue to discharge to the stream from groundwater during drier

months and will continue to recharge to groundwater during wetter months.

2211 A number of monitoring boreholes have been put in place at the proposed site.
OGE recommend that one of these boreholes be converted to a monitoring
point and be used to record water levels and to record the change in water

levels seasonally.
DA
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'Goode Concrete Products Lid. Page 5 Project No. 350301
RE: Clarification of Add. Information (02/ 1475) Report Wednesday, 30]uIy 2003
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2212 This borehole should be levelled in. A simple staff gauge should be placed in
the river and it too should be levelled in. Readings from the borehole and staff
gauge can be used to determine the groundwater flow gradient from the pit to

the river.
23 Item 2

231  We are concerned about the likelihood of pollution for this site from suspended solids
and hydrocarbons due to its proximity to the Glash River.

23.2  InSection 3.3.1 of the EIS the following is stated:

It is proposed to minimise water discharge off site by utilising a closed system for mineral (
washing and utilisation of a silt press for removal of fines. Where possible surface water from
the processing plant and access roads will be cnptgi%d as part of the closed system. A small
surface water settlement lagoon (20m by {Qngs;s proposed on the southern boundary to treat
any excess waler with a facility for a @gﬂ'ge to the ditch on the southern boundary during

peak storm flows. Q\y&&\}
N
Lo
233  InSection 3.6 of the Elgo}}&ucwmg is stated:
QOQ
N

It is proposed to us;ip?t Finlay Siltmaster and CDE Silt Press as illustrated on Drawing Nos.
3121501 and ME’EIB-BB respectively. This plant facilitates the operation of a ‘closed’ stem
(sic), whereby all water used in the Finlay plant is fed to the Silt Press separates (sic) the silt

from the water and returns the clean water to the washing plant.

The clean water which leaves the Siltmaster is gravity fed to a storage tank for re-use in the
washing plant. A ballcock is installed on the fresinvater line to the storage tank to compensate

for water removed from the site in the sand and stone products.

234  As can be seen from the above the issue of suspended solids being discharged from the
site has been clearly addressed. Any silt or fine materials in the lake will not be able to
migrate out of the lake towards the stream. They will be filtered out by the

surrounding materials.

23.5  InSection 6.3.5 of the EIS the following is stated:
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It is planned to operate the proposed development with a closed system for mineral washing and
a silt press for removal of fines. Moreover it is proposed to build a small surface water settlement
lagoon on the southern side of the site. These measures together with bunding of fuel tanks and
provision of concrete paved machinery parking areas, are believed fo significantly reduce the risk

of release of pollutants into the stream.

23.6 The major potential impact from a hydrocarbon leak arises at the storage and refuelling

area rather than from the sudden, large-scale loss of fuel from a truck or vehicle.

23.7 Section 6.3.5 of the EIS states that all fue
tanks and all refuelling points should b¢
holding 110 percent of each fuel tank caf}

sdsiTEUINA G BIL [deally the
CREBnd will be tapable of

2 7 AUG 2003

238 Covering the tanks with a corrugated steel roof will reduce the rainf§ll input
d d&eg%iot fill with rainWalor em

'—o‘

dramatically. This will ensure that the bu

239 Itis also important that a bund u;eg,ﬁ%gement plan be put in place in the quarry to
ensure that sediment or other n@%@"a do not collect in the bund. A drain valve will
be put in place to ensure ﬂ\g;\quwater can be drained from the bund. This water will
not be discharged duect\l?%%round (see below).

\o

2310 However, if it m&hot possible to place the refuelling point in the bund OGE
recommended ﬁaat clearly marked (brightly painted) concrete bollards will be used to
protect the refuelling point from traffic.

2311 A concrete pad will be put in place to ensure that all refuelling takes place on the pad. (
This pad should have a lip in place around the perimeter to ensure that only water that
falls on the pad enters the drain. Ideally the pad should be covered with a roof
structure to reduce the rainfall impact.

2.3.12 This pad will be cambered to a drain that will collect any spilled fuel. The bund drain
valve should also discharge to this drain.

2313 OGE recommended that this drain should be connected to the oil/water separator.

OGE have used Klargester products before in similar situations, and would recommend

that one of their products be used in this situation.
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23.14 Similarly, a paved and cambered parking area will be provided for site vehicles and
visitor parking. Water from the parking area (and any fuel floating on the water) will
be collected in a drain and allowed to pass through the oil/ water separator to remove
any fuels.

2.3.15 Vehicle maintenance will only be carried out in a designated paved area.
24 Item 3

241  We are concerned about the combination of this development, the proposed M4 motorway and a
proposed IPC licenced discharge to the Glash River from a local meat factory will have on the
river ecosystemt.

24.2  While the applicant in this specific case has no control over the activities of the above, if {
the procedures and methodologies recommemﬁd by OGE are put in place then the
impact on the River Glash caused by the &f&achon of sand and gravels at Ballinderry

will be minimal, o??’

243  Work on the Kilcock/ Kmng@c{éechon of the M4 is scheduled to begin this year. OGE
assume that the condlhgho:%éttached to the operation will included monitoring of local
water courses, and th@@emedlahon strategies will have to be in place ahead of site
clearing and consdyhchon Likewise, the monitoring of the proposed IPC licence
discharge will Se conditional. The applicant will have to demonstrate that remediation

strategies are in place to deal with a potential spill or accident.

244 OGE have addressed the items raised by the Eastern Regional Fisheries Board. When (
the monitoring and preventative recommendations are put in place the impact of the

extraction at Ballinderry on the River Glash will be minimal.
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3.0 Conclusions

31 The Eastern Regional Fisheries Board was concerned with the potential impact of the extraction
activity on recharge to the river. The quarrying will not involve the dewatering of the site.
Quarrying will be completed below the water table using dragline. There will be no
dewatering involved.

3.2 This will have no impact on the regional water balance, and will have no impact on recharge to
the stream. Following completion of the extraction the pit will be partially backfilled, and will
be restored to a lake and wetland. This will not cause water to flow from the stream to the lake,
nor will it cause negative impacts on the discharge of the river. The extraction will not affect

the existing flow gradient.

33 The Eastern Regional Fisheries Board was concerned al@ut the potential for suspended solids
and hydrocarbons to enter the river from the propo§é development. All suspended materials
will be removed using a Finlay Siltmaster arg}*tﬁ Silt Press. Silts will be stored for bunding
or for backfilling of the worked out pit. éggéﬁlement lagoon will be constructed and all other
waters will be passed through this, gé?ég% being discharged. There will be no movement of
suspended solids from the pit to (;E% ver.

<<O \\q
5

34 OGE have set out a methqéology and procedure for the storage of hydrocarbons and for
refuelling. All hydrc@d‘?ﬁns are to be stored in a bunded area, and all refuelling and
maintenance work is to take place on paved areas only. Drains will collect runoff from these

areas and the runoff will be passed through an oil/ water separator before being discharged.

35 The Eastern Regional Fisheries Board are concerned about the cumulative impact of the
proposed development, the construction of a new section of the M4 and an application for a
discharge licence from a meat factory. When the recommendations OGE have made are
implemented then the impact on the river from the quarry will be minimal. Planning
conditions and conditions set down by the local authorities will have been put in place in
relation to the M4 development. The EPA (and the new enforcement agency) will police the
IPC licence. If these are monitored and enforced then the impacts on the river will be

minimised.
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KILDARE COUNTY CouNciIL
The Planning Section : égglh"’l:"nﬁ SECTION
Kildare County Council b
St. Mary's 27 AU
NAAS 7 AUG 2003
Co Kildare
25" July 2003

Our Ref: NMcG/Goode/Kil

Re: Application for planning permission by Goode Concrete Ltd. for the
extraction of sand and gravel at Ballinderry, Cg}rbury —-(02/1475).
N<

Dear Sir/fMadam %\é

3
N
We are in receipt of clarification of further info h from O’Neill Ground water
Engineering Ltd. (OGE) on behalf of Declan g\«r\ﬁ & Associates Ltd. regarding our
submissions relating to the above planning @l?&tion.
S
With regard to the response to our ﬁrs?%&ﬁcem (as outlined below);
S

This site is adjacent to the Glash %{%%r, which is a very important aquatic habitat and

salmonoid nursery river. The aggicant has not addressed in the EIS the likely impacts

of the sub-groundwater level éxcavations on this habitat. It is clear that such

excavations will have some impact on the flow patterns Glash River as groundwater

that feeds into the watercourse at present will be diverted towards the centre of the

site as excavations move sub-groundwater level, After restoration this ground water

will be flowing to the artificial lake that will be present on site. Such a change in flow ¢
patterns may have a detrimental effect on the Glash River.

Some of our fears have been allayed however we want to be assured that the habitat of
the Glash will not be altered by an impact due to any altered flow regime. We note
that in Section 2.2.7 that it is said that there will be no significant impact due to the
altered regime. If permission is granted we will want a condition to ensure that a
monitoring borehole is in place as outlined in Section 2.2.11 and that this is monitored
on a regular basis. We will also want a condition in place to ensure that full measures

are in place to restore the baseline flow regime to the Glash should this become
necessary.
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The Planning Seciton
Kildara Zounty Counet
5% Mary's

NAAS

Co Kildare

8" Mav 2003

QOur Ref NMceG/Goode/

ing permission by Goode Coacrete Lid. fur the
d gravei at Ballinderry, Carbury - {02/1475).

Re: Application for pl
extraction of sand|

Dear Sirhladam

We are in receipt of cover lettedwith further information alowg with accompanving
documentation regarding the a

2003 L
The applicant has addressed ndhe of our con as expressed in our previous
correspondence dated Septemfr 13, 200?3’
‘ RS @s
Once again the Board asks thxsdgﬁmﬁnz appiication should be refused for all of
the reasons as set out above. S &\0,
QOQ\\

We look forward 1o a copy of four decision in due course.

&
Yours faithfully
Alan McGurdy
Chief Executive Officer.

S e

e dated 29/04, 2002 .m@?éccwed by us on 2™ May,

FaGE 8d
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| \ Eastern Regional Figheries Board

Rord lascaieh Réigi&nach an Dirchar

Our Natural Hertage

The Planning Sectuon
K:ldare County Counctl
s1. Mary's

NAAS

Co Kildare

September 13, 2002

el

Re: Application tor plaéuing permission by Goode Concrete Ltd. for the
extraction of sand and giavel at Ballinderry, Carbury - (83

. | ool FS Bee 59151(

OurRef:  NMcG/Goode'KY

Dear Sit'Madam

We are in receipt of your rcferrﬁ:- with accompanying docur@éfmicrﬁ regarding the
above dated 23% August, 2002. Fhis referral was originally sent to the Southern
Regional Fisheries Board who pgssed it on 1o us \Oeﬁite 13 within our Regional ares.
|
The Eastem Regional Fishetieg Board 153 i Q%y Body which has suatutory
obligations in regerd to the mapiagement;T ervation, protection, development and
improvement of the fisheries within &éj}ﬁ%mm

RN
Under section 8(a) (1) (i) of ﬁiﬂ.@é@%?ies (Amendment) Act 1999 4 Regional Board
shall in the performance of itsigifies. have regard to the need for the sustainable
development of the inland fishgries resource (including the conservation of fish and
other species of fauna agdfioka habitats and the biodiversity of inland water
ecosystems) and as far as po {ible ensure that its activities are carried out so as to L
& protect the national heritage, wwithin the meamng of the Heritage Act, 1995

« N, The Board wishes to object tq"-t'ms plenning application on the following grounds:

: e This sit= is adjacent tq', the Glash Ruver, which is # very important aquatic
- _ . habitatand salmonoid nursery river. The applicarit has not addressed in the

" 2 | , EIS the likely impactgof the sub-groundwater level excavations on this

a 7.~ " habitat. It is clear thafisuch excavations will have some impact on the flow
LT ‘J(}\ &_-,_\4‘-‘; _ patterns Glash River §s groundwater that feeds into the watercourse at present
3,7 -0 N TN will be diverted towajds the centre of the site as excavations move sub- E

s 2, €, groundwater level. After restoration this ground water will be flowing to the

\v ' © “artifical plake that wijl be present on site. Such a change in flaw pattems may
' ' - havea detrimenta! effect on the Glash River

L BrM ~ 5 e The £astern Regional
. -Vt i " !
S5 | . j Flisharnes Board
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J

the likelihood of pollution trom this site from

+ We are concerned about t
ocerbons due to {13 proximity to the Blash River

suspended solids and hydf

« Mg ars concerned about Fme combinaton cf this develvpment, the propased
M4 motorway and a progosed IPC licenced discharge to the Glash Raver from:
- 1 loca; meat factory wiil ave on the river ecosystem

i .
In summary the Board asks fhat this planning appiication shotld be refused tor ail
of the reesons as set out abgye.

We look forward to a copy rﬁf your decision in due course

Yours faithfully 1
AL JdL- G- Feo
an McGurd ﬁ
¢ Chief Executive Officer. |
’ .| (
Cc F, Carolan

“fl

e
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