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Subject: An approach for PAH for Sligo 

Hi Ciara, 

I had a look at  the ecotoxicology data for PAH in sediment. There are ERM (effects range median) and AETH (apparent 
effects threshold - high) data available for all bu t  two of the US EPA PAH compounds. These ERM &AETH data indicate 
concentrations above which biological effects are likely, and are often used as a proxyfor an upper action level in many 
states, in the absence of their own specific data. There are a variety of values for the individual PAH compounds. 

The total ERM/AETH for (USEPA) sum of 16 PAH is 29040 ug kg-1. As you can see, none of the values a t  Sligo exceed or 
approach that. 

Hope this helps you. 

All the best, Margot 

Margot Cronin j' Marine Institute 
Rinville, Oranmore, Gulwuy, Ireland 

Tel: +353 91 387200 /t353 91 387251 +353 83 844 3280 
www.marine.ie 
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