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PL REF. NO: 

APPUCANf: 

LOCATtON: 

PROPOSAL: 

RECOMMENDATION: 

OFFALY COUNN COUNCIL 

PLANNING REPORT 

P U  15/2 

ROSDERRA FARMS 

ARDRA, BRACKNAGH, CO. OFFALY 

(A) DEMOUnON OF 10 NO. MISTING PIG 
HOUSES, AND, (6) CONSTJIUCnON OF 2 NO. PIG 
HOUSES, AND, EXTENSIONS TO 2 NO. EXImNG 
SIRUCIURS TO FORM PIG HOUSE NO. 3, 
TOGEMER Will4 ALL ANCILLARY mUCWRES 
(TO INCLUDE MEAL STORAGE BINS, STORAGE 
TANKS, STORMWATER ATENUATION TANK) AND 
ALL ASSOCIATED SITE WORKS ON THE SITE OF 
AN M I S n N G  PIG FARMING €Nl€RPRISE. MI5 
APPLICATION RELATES TO A DEVELOPMENT, 
WHICH IS FOR THE PURPOSES OF AN ACTIVITY 
REQUIRING AN INTEGRATED POLLWON 
PREVENTION AND CONTROL (I.P.P.C.) LICENCE 
UNDER PART IV OF THE ENWRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY (LICENSING) 
REGULATIONS 1994 TO 2013. AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (E.I.S.) 
HAS BEEN SUBMITTED WITH THIS PLANNING 
APPLICATION 

Request further information 

DECISION DUE OATE: 26/02/2015 
BRIEF DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION: 
Redevelopment of existing piggery from 550 sow integrated unit to 1250 sow 
breeding unit. It involves demolishing 10 existing pig houses and constructing two 
pig houses and extending two existing structures to form a pig house. The 
application includes an EIS, J 

BRIEF SITE DESCRIPTION: 
The site is situated in the countryside of county Offaly. The site consists of a 
hedgerow along the front boundary and flat land. 
Roadway Type bounding site: local 

RELEVANT PLANNING HISTORY: 
88/272 GERRY FENNEL1 granted PIG PRODUCTION UNIT AND NEW SEPTIC TANK 
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c 

Area Emineer: 

4 

No objections subject to conditions. 

92/205 MASTER PORK PACKERS LTD granted RETENTION OF PIG REARING AND 
FAUENING UNIT 
95/275 MASTER FORK PACKERS granted RETENTION OF PIG FARM, ALTER UNITS C 
AND D TO A SLATTED SYSTEM AND PROVIDE ADDITIONAL WASTE STORAGE 

Environment and water 
services: 

PRE-PLANNING CONSULTATIONS: 
Meetings were held with the applicants where it was considered that the principal of 
the development was acceptable. 

No objections subject to conditions. I note an EIA report on 
various topics regarding this application. 

INTERNAL REPORTS: 

OPW; 

Inland Fisheries Ireland: 

- EPA: 

Department of Arts Heritape 
and the Gaeltacht: 
Barrow DrainaRe Board: 

Application was referred 

Application was referred 

Notes the EIS appears to address the key points which come 
within the functions of the agency. 

Requests further information. 

Application was referred 

Roads report: I No objections. 

~ ~ ~ l ~ t i o n  CFO: was referred 
I A 

I 

SiTE NOTICE 
The Area Engineers report notes the site notice was on site during the requisite 
period and was visible and legible as required by articles 19 and 20 of the planning 
and developments regulations as amended. 

REGIONAL IMPACTS 
The development subject of this application is not contrary to the Midland Regional 
Planning Guidelines and so it was not referred to the Midland Regional Authority. v 
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IPPC licence 
I note that the proposed development while originally requiring an IPPC licence now 
requires an Industrial Emissions Oirective (IED) activity licence. The planning 
regulations require advertisement where a development requires a waste licence or 
an IPPC licence. 

3RD PARTY OBSERVATIONS: 
None received. 

INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES: 

WATER: New well 
SURFACE WATER: Watercourse 

ASSES 5 MENT: 
I have inspected the site and considered the plans and particulars submitted with the 
application and all internal reports and submissions From prescribed bodies. I 
propose to assess this application under the following headings: 

Development Plan Standards/Policies 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
IPPC licence 
Roads and Traffic Safety 
Public Health & Services 
Flood Guidelines 
Appropriate assessment 

Development Plan Standards/Policies 
The Following issues are of relevance in determining this application. 
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The devdopment is in accordance with these policies. 

Environmental Impact Assessment 
Reason for EIS: 
The proposed development requires an EIS as it exceeds a threshold set out in 
Schedule 5 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001, namely; 

+- 

Alternatives: 
Alternative processes and managcrnent of byproducts are considered in section five 
of thc EIS. 

The EIS satisfies Schedule 6 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 in 
relation to the ‘information to be contained in an EIS’, as it includes a description of; 
the proposed devetopment, the existing environment, the likely significant impacts 
and the mitigation measures. An indication is made of ‘any difficulties (technical 
deficiencies or lack of know-how) encountered by the developer in compiling the 
required information’ in section 4.13 of the EIS. It notes there were no particular, 
difficulties. The EIS assesses the construction and operation impacts of the proposed 
development. 

EIA Report: 
The following constitutes the EIA Report and identifies the /ike/y significunt effects 
(direct and indirect) of the proposed development on the environment and 
accompanying mitigation measures: 

1. Human Beings /Human Environment 

Effects; 
Positive effects are that the development will directly employ 6 and indirectly 
employ15 people. 

2. Fauna I3 Flora (Ecolonv) 
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farm. In Section 7.2 (b) of EIS it is expected there will be little or no impact to 
groundwater during landspreading of the pig slurry at the customers farmers. 

Effect: 
The potential for Icakagr from the underground effluent storage tanks into an 
aquifer. 

Mitigatian: 

P- 

The proposed structures will be constructed in accordance with Department 
of Agriculture, Food and the Marine specifications for farm buildings and 
storage units. 
Installation of leak detection systems underneath the proposed slurry storage 
tanks, including regular monitoring of those inspections points. 
The facility will be providing slurry storage capacity for approximately 19 
months, this i s  in excess of the required 26 weeks storage as outlined in 
Article 10 (1) of 5.1. No. 31 of 2014. 
Collection of all soiled water in the effluent storage tanks. 
During the movement of livestock on site, it will occur along slatted 
passageways with the effluent storage tanks underneath to collect all organic 
material. 
Installation of storm water attenuation to control storm water discharges 
from the facility. 
All over-ground storage tanks will be bunded. 
Installation of a collection and concrete apron at the slurry fill points to 
collect any spills or leaks during the collection of slurry for off-site use. 
The finished floor level of the replaced buildings and structures will be 1.8 
metres above the existing floor levels and the proposed floor level wiil be 
constructed appraxirnately 1.3 metres - 0.7 metres above estimated 1 in 100 
years and 1 in 1000 years flood levels, respectively. 

Effect: 
Potential risk of water pollution of groundwater from pig slurry 

Mitigation: 
r Customers will be advised by the applicant of their obligations to adhere to 

Nitrates Directive with regards to presewing the specified buffer zones and 
prohibited land spreading periods. 

r The finished floor level of the replaced buildings and structures will be 1.8 
metres above the existing floor levels and the proposed floor level will be 
constructed approximately 1.3 metres - 0.7 metres above estimated 1 in 100 
years and 1 in 1000 years flood levels, respectively. 

5. Noise & Vibration 
Noise 
In Section 7.7 of the EIS, i t  considers the operational activities on the site will not 
give rise to noise levels that may cause any significant impact on the local 
environment. This assumption is  based on noise monitoring carried out on larger 
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Issues raised by the Department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht need to be 
addressed. Please see appropriate assessment section of this report. 

3. .  Sails & Geoloa 

In Section 7.l(a) Site and Immediate Area; it is stated the proposed development will 
have significant effect on the soil during the development In section 7.l(b) 
Customer farmlands it mentioned there will be an impact to the soils during the 
application of the livestock manure from the facility. 

Effect ; 
Section 7.l(a) of EIS states the excavation of the area for the redevelopment and 
clearing of the site for the installation of the underground manure storage tanks. 

Mitigation; 
r The material excavated from the site will be used as part of the amelioration 

works to be carried out at, and/or, around the site, or elsewhere on the farm. 

Effect: 
Section 7.l(b) of EIS indicates the potential impacts to the sail will occur during the 
land spreading of pig fertiliser These impacts are. 
a) Hydraulic loading 
b) Chemical loading 
c) Soil structure damage 

Mitigation; 
r The rate of application for organic fertilisers will be restricted to 40rn3per 

hectare. 
r Pigs slurry will not be applied on steeply sloping lands 
r Strict adherence to the specified buffer tones, application rates, ground and 

weather conditions at  the time of application. 
r In relation to  chemical loading of the soils, this development proposes to  

promote nutrient substitution rather than addition. All organic fertiliser from 
this development will be allocated for use in accordance with 5.1. No. 31 OF 
20141, thus avoiding over enrichment of the farmland areas with nutrients. 

r Customer farmers will be advised that the application of organic fertiliser to 
farmland should not occur during the restricted period of 15th October - 
12th January (Offaly) or other such dates as specified in SI 31 of 2014 or 
when soils become wateriogged, and/or ground conditions are unsuitable. 

4.Water [Hvdroloau & Hvdroizeotowl 
Groundwater 

In Section 7.2(b) of EIS, states the main threat to ground water in the vicinity of the 
pig farm is from the storage of relatively large volumes of animal manures on the 

’ European Union (Good Agricdtural Practice far Prntection of Waters) Regulations. 2014 
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facilities operated by the applicant. It does expect however on a short term basis 
there will be noise emissions due to construction work. 

Effect; 
Possible increased noise emissions from the site during construction of new sheds 

Mitigation: 
r The remote location of the site will ensure it will not cause a nuisance. 
r Construction works will occur during normal working hours. 

6, Waste Mananement 
Effect. 
Potential for disease outbreak from carcasses and veterinary waste. 
Mitigation: 

r Waste will be disposed of by approved contractors, 

7. Air Qualitv & Odor & Climatic Factors 
- Air 
Effect: 
In Section 7.4 mentions odour as a possible impact to air quality within the vicinity of 
the facility or in the area of customer farm lands. 

Malodour emissions generated by the pig fattening unit, and during the land 
spreading of pigs slurry at the customer farmlands. 

Mitigation; 
r The facility is located in a remote area nearest dwelling is approximately 

lkrn away. 
r The applicant committed to landscapc along the northern and eastern 

boundaries of the site with trees. 
T Farmers will use low trajectory splash plates during land spreading. 
P- The applicant to limit the allocation of organic fertilisers to their customers. 
r The applicant to advise their customers to adhere to recommended set back 

distances from odour sensitive dwellings during land spreading. 
r The livestock buildings are regularly washed, disinfected, stocked to optimum 

levels, and adequately ventilated. 
w The applicant has committed to adopting economical odour abatement 

techniques. 

Climatic Factors 
It is stated in Section 7.6 of the EIS there will be no significant effect on the climate 
as a result of the operation of this facility. 

8.Landsca~e & Visual impact 
Effects: 
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. 
Given that the proposal will replace on existing piggery visual impacts are deemed to 
be siight. 
Mi tigat ion: 

r Reinforcing of planting a5 specified in section 7.6 of the EIS 

9. Traffic & Transport 
Effects: 
Temporary effects from construction traffic. 

10, Material Assets [includinE architectural, archaeoloiycal and cultural heritazej 
There are no likely significant effects on the environment from a Material Assets 
(including architectural, archaeological and cultural heritage) perspective. 

11. Interaction of irnDacts 
There are no likely significant effects on the environment from an interaction of 
impacts 

Flood Guidelines 
The flood assessment submitted as part of the proposed development notes that the 
She Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
November 2009 makes provision for extension to existing businesses in the flood 
guidclines: 

Given that the proposal is for redevelopment of an exisling piggery I note that the 
proposal can be considered to be an extension and addition to an existing 
commercial enterprise. I also note that the proposed redevelopment will involve 
increasing the floor levels of many buildings on site which will help safeguard the site 
from flood risk and which would otherwise not occur. I therefore consider that a 
justification test is  not necessary. 

Appropriate assessment 
It is noted that the department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht have indicated 
that further information should be requested in relation to potential impacts on 
European sites. 
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The further information request raises three issues, land spreading of slurry, 
nitrogen deposition and flooding of the site. 

In relation to flooding of the site I have discussed the department of Arts Heritage 
and the Gacltacht comments with Offaly County Council environment and water 
services section. The aforementioned comments question the impacts of moving 
slurry off site during a flood event, Offaly County Council do not consider this to be a 
likely event and furthermore note slurry is stored in sealed over ground tanks. The 
comments also raise the generation of contaminated storm water run off. It is noted 
that the movement of animals shall be over slatted unitsjpassages and such storm 
water shall not be generated. However given that none of these mitigation measures 
are mentioned in the appropriate assessment I consider that in the interests of 
completeness the applicant shouid be asked to address these issues as part of a 
Natura Impact statement. 

In this regard I note that the Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland 
Guidance for Planning Authorities: T h e  Screening for AA, N1S and AA may be 

carried out as part of the EIS, as indicated in the Habitats Regulations but, if so, the 
screening or AA results must be a distinct and discrete section within the EIS.'' 

Issues in relation to land spreading and nitrogen shall be raised as further 
information issues. 

While I note the departments of Arts Heritage and Gaeltacht comments in relation to 
the Offaly County Development Plan 2009 - 2015 in relation to land spreading of 
slurry stating 'the developer shall have oil londs available and suitable for spreading 
in close proximity to the pig unit'l note that nutrient managment planning rests with 
the customer farmer and that the current development plan is the 2014-2020 plan. 

A screening exercise for an appropriate assessment has been carried out and it has 
been deemed that a natura impact assessment is necessary in relation to the topics 
raised by the department of Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION: 
Having regard to the plans and particulars submitted with the application and my 
inspection of the site, I recommend that Further Information be requested. 

1. The applicant is requested to  submit a Natura Impact Statement (N.1.S) to 
determine if there is an adverse effect on the integrity of European sites. The 
NIS shall address the following: 

a) It is noted that the Appropriate Assessment screening document states that 
the IPCC No. is PO435-02, however this number relates to another pig farm 
IPPC license for Rosderra Farms Clonaslee Pig Unit and not Rosderra Farms, 
Bracknagh Pig Farm. The correct IPCC license number for the existing unit is 
PO614-01. 
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c 

The IPCC license Inspectors report states that slurry is spread from this unit within 
the catchment of the River Barrow. It is planned to produce 11310m3 of slurry 
annually, No assessment has been made of the impact of this land spreading, 
particularly on the River Barrow and River Nore SAC Site Code 002162. 

A considerable amount of data exists in relation to this in the form of the IPCC 
license reports and EPA required annual reports as well as Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine records of movement of organic fertilizer, which 
could be used to conduct this assessment. It is noted that soil manitoring on lands 
on which slurry from this unit is spread has already been carried out as referenced in 
the EPA 1PCC license Inspectors Report. It is considered that the land spreading of 
this quantity of slurry within the catchment of the River Barrow and River Nore SAC 
may constitute a significant impact on the site and this has not been appropriately 
assessed. Please submit such an assessment. 

B) It is noted that the IPPC licence inspectors rcparts states that 'The fPA Water 
Quality in Ireland report for the period 1998-2000 indicates that the Figile River at 
Ardaro Bridge hos on unionised ammonia problem with median values of 0.362 
mg//NH3.' The closest €PA station to the application site is Ardara Bridge 
immediately downstream of the site. The potential impact of nitrogen deposition 
arising from this unit on the River Barrow and River Nore SAC Site Code 002162 has 
not been assessed. Please submit such an assessment. 

C) The proposed development IS within approximately 70 rnelres of the Figile River 
and within a low-lying area. The storage tanks will have a capacity to store up to 18 
months of slurry. However, impacts of a major flood cvent on the unit have not bcen 
assessed in the appropiate assessment screening document submitted. In particular, 
the possibility of the mobilization of stored slurry during such an event has not been 
assessed. Also, the potential issues with slurry contaminated storm water run-off 
have not been assessed. These issues need to be covered by the aforementioned 

Executive Planner 
24/2/2015 
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0 

APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT SCREENING 
REPORT FOR PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Planning Authority (OCC): 

Planning Application Ref. No.: PL2 15/2 

(A) DEMOLITION OF IO NO. MlSnNG PIG 

Pmposed 
development: 

Site location: 

Site size: 

Identification of 
nearby European 
Site&): 

Distance to 
European Ske(s): 

The characteristics of 
existing, proposed or 
other approved plans / 
projects which may 

HOUSES, AND, (B) CONSlRUCnON OF 2 NO. 
PIG HOUSES, AND, EXTENSIONS TO 2 NO. 
EXSITNG STRUCTIJRES TO FORM PIG HOUSE 
NO. 3, TOGETHER WITH ALL ANCILLARY 
!3RUCTURES (TO INCLUDE MEAL STORAGE 
BINS, STORAGE TANKS, ST;ORMWATER 
ATENUATION TANK) AND ALL ASSOCIATED 
SITE WORKS ON THE SITE OF AN METING 
PIG FARMING ENTERPRISE. THIS 
APPLICATION RELATES TO A DEVELOPMENT, 
WHICH IS FOR THE PURPOSES OF AN 
ACTIVTr(  REQUIRING AN INTEGRATED 
POLLU770N PREVENTION AND CONTROL 
(I.P.P.C.) LICENCE UNDER PART IV OF M E  
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
(LICENSING) REGULATIONS 1994 TO 2013. 
AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(E.I.S.) HAS BEEN SUBMllTED WIM THIS 
PLANNING APPLICATION 

ARDRA, BRACKNAGH. CO. OFFALY 

7579sqrn F?oorAreaofProposed 

Barrow and river Narc cSAC 

9.3 Kms downstream or 5.9km directly. 

None 

1 1  
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-. -.- 
cause interactive / 
cumulative impacts 
with the project being r ==sed and which - 
I may affect the 

E m p m  site : 
Is the application 
accompanied by an 
as? 

1 

. -- I The reawns for the designation of the Eurrrpean 
site: 
The site i s  a candidarc- SAC sutecrrd for alluvial svci wotwlhnds and 
petrilj'ing springs, pritrrily hatiitah un Annes 1 nf the EN. Habitats 
Directive. The site i s  also sclected as U candidatc SAC' for old (yak 
11 oodlands. floating rivcr vqvtation. estuary. tidal niudflalr;, Sdirimh 
nardflals. htl;in tic salt mctrdows. hleditr.rr;lnran 4 1  nicaduw s, dry 
hwtli und cutrtlphir tall hcrlis, d l  Iialrituls listccl mi Annex I cif the ILU. 
H:hilals Dirwliw. The silc is also srlected h r  the fdlowing species 
lisled an Annex II  rbf the same directive - SCQ I,aniyrcy, Hivcr Lamprey, 
l l m k  Ixnprq. Frcshwatcr Pearl Mussel, Narc I.'rr.shastrr Pearl 
Rlussel, clrayfish, T~wilitr Shad, M a i l t i c  Salmon. O! ter, Dcsmuulin's 
\ V h d  h a i l  Vtjrti'gcr JtttJidi?isimw and the Killarncy Vcm. 

- __ . - -. 

The conservation objectives / qualifying interests of the site and the factors that 
contributes to the conservation value of the sile: (which are taken from the 
€uropean site synopses and, iF applicable, a Conservation MaMgement Plan; all 
available on www.naws.e) (ATTACH INFO.) 

c 
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and Frog {Kiurtr r twy~~~~ir i i r ) .  The ram Red Data Book fish spccics Smelt 
(Ostiter-tis ~ I ~ ~ ~ I I I ~ I A ~ )  O C E U ~ S  in estiiarinc strctchcs or thc site. In addition ia  
thc Freshwater Pearl Mussel, [he site also supprt.~ two otticr fitstiwatcr 
Mussel species, Awt lo t im mirulimi and A. cygmir. 

The SILL: is of ornirhologicnl importunct: fur B nunikr (if E.U. Birds 
Dircciivc Anncx I s;pcrcics including Greenland Wtiite-fronted Gno.se. 
Whoopcr Swan. Hcwick's Swan. Bnr-tiiilcd Godwit, Pcrqrine iind 
Kingfishcr. NattionnIlp iniprtant niiinbcrs or Goldcn N w e r  and Bar-tailed 
Godwit ;~TC found during thc winter. Winrcring flocks of migratory hirds 
are sccn in Shanahoc Marsh and thc Curragti and Goill Marsh, both in Co. 
Liok and also along lhc Barrow Estuary in Walcrfard Harbour. Thcre is 
al.w iin extensive ;riituninnI roosting sitc in thc rccdbcds of tltc Barrow 
Estiinry used by Swaltows b e f b ~  they leave the counlry. 

r 
(C)  NPWS ADVICE: 

Advice received frwn 
NPWS over phone: 

Nunc rcccivcd. 

. Referral rcpon clatcd 24/2/2015 which rcyuircs n 
' Summary of advice 

received from NFWS in 
written form 
(AlTACH SAME): 

NIS. 

-- ... a reduction in habitat area on a 
European site? 

... direct / indirect damage to the ph-1 quality 
of the environment (e.g. water quality and supply, 
soil compaction) in the Eunrpean site? 

No 

Potentially indirect impacts due ti 
landspreadjng, 

13 
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... direct / indirect damage to tl-te size, 
chamcteristia or reproductive ability of 
populations on the European site? 

Would the project interfere with mitigation 
measures put in place for other plans / pmjects. 
[Look at inmb/mt&n eff&s with completed, 
approved but not completed, and proposed plans / 
pmjects. Look at projects / plans within and 
adjacent to European sites and identify them]. 
Simply stating that there are no cumulative 
impacts' is insufficient. 
E) SCREENING CONCLUSION: 

No 5 
No 

Condlwrbn=3 

0 

14 
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0 
c 

SITE SYNOPSIS 

SITE NAME: RIVER BARROlV AND RIVER NORE 

SIIE  CODE: 002162 

This .sitc consists of tlic frcxlncatcr strcrchcs of thc Barrow/Nore River cutchnients a5 
far iipstrcam as thc Slicvc Bloom Mountains and it also includcs thc tidal clcmcnts 
and emary  ;LV, far downsircam as Creadun Hexi  in Wirterhd. The sitc passes 
tliroiigh eight counties Offaly, Kildare. Lois ,  Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary, 
W d d  and Wiiterfortl. Miijor towns along the edge of the site include 
Mountnicllick. Portarl ingron, Monasrercvin, Strrrdbally. Athy, Carlow, 
1-cighlinhridgc, Griigucnanianaeh, Ncw Ross, Inistiogc. Thomastown. Cullan. 
Rcnnctrsbridgc, Kilkcnny and Diimw. Thc largcr of the niany tributartcl; includc ihc 
I r r r .  h h o g c ,  Mountain. Aukhavalid. Owcnilss, Dohcrbairn and Siradhall) Rivcn of 
thc Barrow and thc Dclour. Dinin. Frkina. Uwvcg, Munr;icr. Arriglc and King's 
Rivers on thc Norc. Both rivcrs riw in rhc Old Rcd Sandstone of thc Slievc Blonm 
Mountains hcfore passing through a blind ol' Carhonilerous hhales and sandstone!,. 
Thc Kore, Lirr a large piut 01- its coiirse. Iravrrses liniestone plains i d  then Old Red 
Ssndstonc for il shan stretch below Thomastown. Bcfarc jaininp the Barrow i t  iunz 
ovcr inlnisivc rocks paar in silicn. ' 1 % ~  uppcr rcachcs of thc Bnrrow iiIS0 nins ihrough 
limcstonc. The niiddlc reachcs and Inany of  the cilstcrn tributaries, sourccd in thc 
Ulacckstairs Mountains. run through Lcinsicr Graniic. Tlic southcrn end. like thc Korc 
runs ovcr intrusivc roch poor in hilica. Waterford Harhour is a dccp ~illlcy cxcavaied 
hy glacial floodwuten when Itre sca lcvcl wa+ lower than toda}. The coxst shclves 
quite rapidly along tnuch of thc shore, 

The site is a candidate SAC selected for alluvial wet woodlands and petrifying 
springs, priority habilats on Annex I d the E.U. Habitats Directive. The silc is 
also .wlcclrd LIS a candidate SAC Far old oak wwdlunds, floating rivcr vegetation, 
estuary, tidal mudllals, Sulicurnia niudflals, Atlantic salt meadows, 
hledikrntnean -salt meadows, dry heath and eutrophic tall herbs, all habitats 
listed on Annex I af the E.U. I-Iahituts Diredive. The site is a1.w selected for the 
follou.ing species listed on Annex I1 of the same directive - Sea Lamprey, River 
Idamprey, Brook Iamprq, Frrshwater Pearl Mussel, Nnn! I:rcshwater Pearl 
Mussel, Crayfish, l'waitc Shad, Atlantic Salmon, Otter, Demoulin's Whorl Snail 
VL'figo iitnirlinsiano and the Killarney Fern. 

Good examples of Alluvial Forest are seen at Rathsnagudan, Murphy's of the River, 
in Ahheylcix estate and along other shorter stretches o f  both the tidal and frcshwaicr 
clcrncnts of the s i k .  Typical spccics sccn includc Almond Willow ( S d i r  rrianrlrtr). 
While Willow (S. nh). Grey Willow (S.  rirlcreu). Crack WiIlow ( S . f r q i h ) .  Osicr 
(S. viminnlis), with I r is  (Iris p.seitrlncnrns), Hemlock Water-dropwort (Oc.rrartrkP 
crtnurlu), Angclica (An.qelit-a sy/w.srri.t), Thin-spi ked W ood-sedgc (Cirrcx srrigrna). 
Pendulous Sedge (C. pur th l l i ) ,  Meadowsweet (Fili/Jartftrltr irliitariu). Valerian 
(Vdtwhirr  rrDcino1i.v) and thc Red Data Bonk spccics Nctrlc-lcavcd Bcllflowcr 
(Ctrr~rpmiih t rd td i t t r j i ) .  Thrce rare invcrtebrncs havc bccn rccorded in this habitat 
at Murphy's of thc Rivcr. Thesc arc: Ncouscicl ubliqtm (Diptcrx Syrphidae). 
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On thc steeply sloping banks of thc River Narc ilbuut 5 km wcst of' New KO\\. in 
County Kilkcnny. Kylccorrilgh Wood3 forrn a prornincnt featurc in thc landscapc. 
This i s  an cxcrllent exumplc of a relarivclg undistrrrbcd. rclict Oak wm~Uancl \villi a 
very good trce ciinopy. Thc ivoocl i s  quite dump and thcrc is ii rich and viiricd ground 
flot.~~. At Bro\vnstn,wn a sinilll. ninliirc Oak-dotninant uood1,ind ucciirs on ;I stucp 
slope. Thcre is youngcr woodland 10 thc nonh and cast of i t .  Rcgcncrarion 
throughout is cvidcnt. Tlic undcrstorcy is similar to thc ivoads ;LI Brownsford. Thc 
ground flom ofthis woodland ir dcvclopcd on acidic. brown canh typc sail and 
ctitnpriscs a thick carpct of Bilhcrry ( \'ctct*i~iirrrn n y M i t . t ) ,  f feather (Ctrllirrrir 
rd,qwi,\k 1 lard Fern (Olrcht i rw .spirmf). Cow-wl\ci\t (Mdmrp\rirtli spp 1 and 
Rr;tcLen (Ptrriclirrrii nqrriiirtirrrrl. 

Borris Dcnicsnc coniilirrs ;I vcq good cxnmple of' ;I scnri-naturiil h d - l e i t \ c d  
woodland in wry good condrtion. TLicrc il; quirc a high dcgrcc or natuml rc- 
gciicration of' Oak and Ash through thc w.oodlluid. At Ihe northern end af thc cbtatc 
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Oik spccics prcdnminatc. Unlinnlund Wood. also on thc Harrow, consists of thrcc 
hlocks aT dcciduoiis woods situated on steep slopes above thc river. The dccidiious 
trees arc mostly Oak species. Ttic wuods have LI wcll established understorcy of 
I M l y  (/le-v t14iri/dirrr11). and the hcrb laycr is varied. with Braniblcs abundant. 
Whitcbcatii ( S d ~ i t ~  d ~ i ~ ~ i t ~ ~ i ~ )  his also hcun rrtcrlrdcd 

Eutrophic tall hcrb vcgetation occurs in asociaticw with the various arcah of alluvial 
frrrest and stscwhcrc where the flood-plain of thc rivcr is intact. Charactcrislic specieh 
of (Iic habitat includc Mcndowsweet (Filiptwdirlri i i l r r i ~ u u r ) ,  Purple Looscslrifc 
(/.pl/?rrrrri .sriIjrririrr), Marsh Ragwoiz (Sentwo mpoi&.s-)* Ground Ivy (GlrchrMtJcl 
hrrhvm*ca) and Hedgc Bindwccd (Gi/wrrgio styirmi). Indian B a l u n  ( h t p a t i e m  
glmdi/ /$wi) ,  an introdticed and invasive spc-ies, i s  ahtindant in places. 

Flaaring Hivcr Vegetation i s  well rcprcscnrcd in the B a m w  and in thc mimy 
tributarics of the sik. In the Barrnu the spccics found includc Water Stilni'orts 
(Gillirric./ie spp.), Canadian Pondwecd (Ehdcct t crntrd~.ruisl. Bulhai~s Rush (Jtrm-its 

hitIh.ut .s) ,  M illoil (Mwiqihylli trri  spp.). P m i w g e r o t i  x r i i m s ,  Rroad Icawd 
Pondwccd (P. tinforis), Fenncl Pondweed (P .  prrimriirs). I'erfoliatcd P o n h  ccd I!'. 
~ r u ~ d i ~ i t i r s )  md Crowfuuts (Koirrwr~ulirs spp.). The watcr qualily 01' thc Bimuiv tias 
iriiprovcd since the ucgctation survey w i ~ \  cilrricd out (EPA, 1996). 

Dry Heath P I  thc siir occurs in pockets along the stcep valley sides of the nvcrs 
especially in tlic Barmw V ~ l l k y  and along rhc Barmw 1rihutarics whcrc they occur in 
the foothills of Lhc BlidsIi l irs  Mountains. Thc dry heath vcgetation along thc slopcs 
of the rivcr hank consists of' BracLcn (Pferidiirrtr ciqrrilirriirrt) and Gorsc (Uler 
cwmpoetis) spccics with patches 0 1  acidic grassland vegetation. Additinnal tlpical 
spccies include Heat ti 13cdstraw (Gdirrm sti.uifile). Foxglrrvc (Di,qifdi.v p r ~ p i r i - ~ ~ t t ) ,  

Coinirion Sorrel (Rirrrrcx trccfmci) and Bent Grass (Agrwris  stoforliftwi}. On the stccp 
slopcs a h v r  New Ross the Red Data Bmk spccics Grcatcr Broomripe IOrol~~mc~lie 
I r r ~ ~ i r f t i - R f " i . ~ ~ ~ i f )  has been rccordcd. Where rocky outcrop.s are shown on the trlaps 
Bibcrry (Vm~*iuitirtr my-rillrrs) and Wood Rush (l-.wirlu sJlwrtirtr) arc present. At 
Ballyhxck a sriiall arm of dry heath is intcrspcncd with parchcs of lo~ land  dry 
grassland. Thcsc support a niimlwr of Clover species including thc lcgully protected 
Clustered Clovcr (7rijkliirrn ~lotrrertrtrrr)r) - ;I species known from only onc other site 
in Irclimd. This grassland cornmuniry is especially wcll developed on thc weft side of 
thc miidcapped walls by thc road. On the e;LSt of the cliffs a group of rock-dwclling 
species occur, i.e. English Slonccrup (Sc~limr mrg/icittti),  Sheep's-bit (Jiisionu 
nrr)trfrmrr) and Wild Madder (Rrrbiir pcrcgrinrr]. These rocks also support good iichcn 
and moss assemblages with Rnrririlitiir subfirritincm and Hcdwigilr ciliofa. 

Drj 1 Icath at the site generally gradcs inta wet woodland or wet swamp vcgctation 
lawer down thc slopes on the rivcr bank. Close to thc Blackstairs Mountains. in the 
foothills associated with the Aughnabrisky. Aiighnvarrd llnd hrlountain Rivers them 
are smdl palchcs of wet heath dominutcd by PurpIc Moor-grass (Miiliriiit cmrtr/tw) 
with Heather (C'cilliititi virlgmis),  Tormentil (Prrretitilltr errctcr), Carnation Sedge 
(Ctrrrx yrrrikm) and Bcll tlcathcr (Erirrr riiirrtw). 

Salmeadows occur at the southern scution of the site in nld meadows where h e  
emhllnknicnt has bccn brcached, along thc tidal strctches of in-flowing rivers below 
Stokesfown House, in a narrow band on the channel side of Common Reed 
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Srtlicwrtiit and otlicr annuah coloniing mud end sand iwr Pound in thc crccks of rhc 
s;Jlninrshc?, and at thc seaward edges of thcni. Thc habitat also occurs in sinall 
i\niLlilnts on miic sircichcs or thc shorc frrc of sloncs. 

The ucstcm shorc nf'thc Iinrhiiir is gcncriiE1y stony and bilckcd by low cliCls ill' 
gl;.::aI drift. Ai Wrrudstown there is ii sandy bcaidi. nctw rtiirch infliicnccd by 
rccluation pressure and erosion. Behind it a hgoooal niirrsh birr hccn impounded 
M hich runs wcstwardh from Gadtiere Lodgc dong thc coiirw of a slow strcnm. An 
crrlcnsivc rccdbcd occurs hem. At the cdgcs is il tall Icn dotninatcd hy stdgcs (Cmu 
spp.), Mcadowsuwt, Willow herh (€ljlildiirrn spp.) and rushes (Jirtrr.ris spp. ). Wet 
tvoodland also occurs, This mil wpports populations of typical watcrhirds including 
hlalliltd. S n i p .  Scdpe Widder and Watcr Rail. 

Orhcr hdhilals wliicti 41ccttr tliriiuphaii~ the site incliirlc wct grsisland, riianli. reed 
xwanip, iriiprovcd grd!!dand. arirblc land. cltrarries. conikcrous plantiltions, dlrciduous 
w o o d l d .  scrub a d  pun&. 
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The sitc is vcry important for thc prescncc of  i t  number of EU f labitats Directive 
Annex I1 animal spccics including I?-cshH ater Pearl Mus.scl (Mnrprririjkrcl 
rtrw,qviritjfir(i and M. 111. 4 ~ 1 f / . r [ ~ i ~ ~ ~ r i . ~ i . ~ ~ .  Frcshwatcr Crilyfish (A irstr.,,poc~nriobirrs 
pdlipcs), Salmon (Shro  sriliw), Twaitc Shad ( A / v s t r ~ i l / r i s . ~ r / l t t ~ ) ,  thrcc Lampmy 
spccies - Sea (P t r r t l r r ip i i  iiiiiritiirs), Brook (Lcrrirprtrtr p h e r i )  and Rivcr (I-irrrrpctrfi 

jfrri*itrri/i.v), Ihe marsh snail Vertigo riiorrliiisirrn~i and Otter (Lufrfr I i r t m ) .  This ih the 
only sitc in the world for thc hard water form of thc Pcirrl Mussel M. nr, rhrroiwrsis 
and onc of only il handfiil of spawning grounds in thc country for Twaitc Shad. The 
ti'cshwatcr strctches o f  the Rivcr Nom main channcl is il dcsignarcd sillrimid rivcr. 
Thc Burrow/Norc is  mainly a grilu: fishery though spring salriion fishing is good in 
the vicinity of Thornaslown and Inistiogc an  the Nom. The uppcr strctchcs of the 
Barrow and Nom. particiililrly Ihc Ownass  Rivcr. are very important for spawning. 

'llic sitc supports many otlicr important. aniirinl species. Those which arc listcd in the 
Irish Red Data Book includc Datihetnlon's Bat ( M y i t i s  ckirtheriro~ti). Bdgcr (Mc/e.s 
rtiulcs), Irish 1 Iarc I lcyrrs  f i r t i id i t s  hihct7iicir.y) and Fog (Rliriii teitrpnrrrrin). Thc rare 
Red Data Book lish species Smclt (Osnremc- cpurlcinrrs) occurs in estuarine strctchcs 
of the silc. In addition to Ihc Frcshwotcr Pearl Mussel, the sitc also suppork two othcr 
frcshw aier Musscl spccics, Aiioclmt~i miatiriir and A. cyg'nun. 

Thc siic is oTomithological importance for a nunibcr of E.U. Birds Directive Anncx I 
spccics incliiding Greenland Whitc-fronted G m x .  Whoopcr Swan, Bewick's Swan. 
Bar-tailed Godwit, Pcregrine and Kingfishcr. Kationally importml numbers of 
Golden Plowc and Bar tailed Godwit arc found during the wintcr. Wintering flocliri 
of migrutory hirds arc secn in Shanahoc Marsh and the Curragh and God hilarsh, hoth 
in Co. Lois md also along the Barruw Estuary in Walcrford Harbour. Thcrc is also 
an cxtcnsivc aiitumnnl roosting site in the reedbeds of thc Barrow Estuary uscd by 
Swallous before they leave thc country. 

Landuse at the site consists mainly of agricultural activities 
principally gruing and dagc production. Slurry is sprcad owr much of this arcd. 
Artlblc crops are also grown. Thc .spmading of slurry and fcrlilisrr poses a thrcat to 

many intensive, 
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'8 0 

Ovcrtlll. thc xitc 1% u l  ctinsidcrilhlc r.cinscnwtion significi\ncc l o r  the occurrcncc of 
gciocl crraiiiplcs of hihitats and nT pq-dations of plant and aninial ~ p c c i c ~  that :ire 
li\rcd on Anncxcl; 1 and I t  r i f  rhc k.11. Hahitats Dir.cclivc rcspcctivcly. Fiinhcrmorc i l  
is of high conservation kaluc for the populaticins of bird hpccics that UTC it. 'Ihc 
occiirrcncc or several Rcd Data BooL plant species including three rarc plants in the 
salt nicadows and thc prrputaiiort of thc hard water Cnnri of the Pearl Mussel ivhich is 
liinitcd to a 10 km stretch of the Norc, add Iiirther interest to this site. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF SUBMISSION OR OBSERVATION ON A 
PLANNING APPLTCATION 

I THIS IS AN IMPORTANT DOCUMENT 1 
KEEP THIS DOCUMENT SAFELY. YOU WILL BE REQUTRED TO PRODUCE THIS 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO AN BORD PLEANhA IF YOU WISH TO APPEAL THE 
DECTSION OF THE PLANNTNG AUTHORITY. IT IS THE ONLY FORM OF EWDENCE 
WHICH WILL BE ACCEPTED BY AN BORD PLEANhA THAT A SUBMISSION OR 
OBSERVATJON HAS BEEN MADE TO THE PLANNlNG AUTHORlTY ON THE 
PLANNING APPLICATION. 

PLANNING AUTHORITY NAME 

PLANNING APPLICATION REFERENCE No. PL2/15/2 

OFFALY COUNTY COUNCIL 

A submissiordobservation in writing, has bcen rcccived from 
HERITAGE AND THE GAELTACHT. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARTS, 

on 24/02/2015 in relation to the above planning application. 

(Fee not applicable to prescribed bodies) 

The submissiodobservation is in accordance with the appropriate provisions of the Planning 
and Development Regulations 2001- 2013 and will be taken into account by the Planning 
Authority in its determination of the planning application. 

L 
Official's Name v 
24/02/2015 
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An Rofnn 

Department of 
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

$ Ealafon, Uidhreachta agus Gaeltachttt 

24 February, 2015 Planning Ref: 15/2 

Director of Services - Planning, 
Offaly County Council, 
Aras an Chontae, 
Charleville Rd, 
Tullamore. 
Co. Offaly. 

Re: Planning Application Ref. Reg. No. 15/2 by ROSDERRA FARMS for a development a t  Ardra, 
Bracknagh, Co. Offaly 

‘2 4 FEB 2015 

A Chara, 

I refer to the above proposed development. This application was not referred to this 
Department, despite the fact it i s  a large scale development with potential to have significant 
impacts on the River Barrow and River Nore SAC Site Code 002162 and has been subject to EIS, 
AA screening and requires an €PA IPCC licence. Outlined below are the nature conservation 
recommendations of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

This proposed development Lies within 100 metres of the Figile River, which in turn joins with 
the Black River and subsequently the River Barrow at Monasterevin, 9km downstream,, which i s  
part of the River Barrow and River Nore SAC Site Code 002162. The development lies directly 
within 6km of the SAC. 

The development involves the demolition of 10 existing pig rearing buildings and construction of 
two new houses. In addition an extension is planned between two existing houses to form a third 
new house. Stock numbers will change from 550 Sow Integrated Unit to a 1250 sow breeding 
unit. The new plant will involve the production of 11310rn’ of slurry per year. However, the 
application states that this i s  not an overall increase from the previous development. The 
application states there i s  an existing IPCC licence for the farm but that a new licence wil l  have 
to be obtained to cover the new development. The Appropriate Assessment screening document 
states that the IPCC No. is PO435-02, however this number relates to another pig farm IPPC 
licence for Rosderra Farms Clonaslee Pig Unit and not Rosderra Farms, Bracknagh Pig Farm. The 
correct IPCC licence number for the existing unit is PO614-01. 

An Appropriate Assessment screening document has been prepared for this planning application 
and concludes that there will be no impacts upon the integrity or the conservation objectives of 
the River Barrow and River Nore SAC. 

However, a number of issues have not been satisfactorily assessed. 

1. Landspreading of the slurry 

The IPCC licence Inspectors report states that slurry i s  spread from this unit within the 
catchment of the River Barrow. It i s  planned to produce 11310rn3 of slurry annually. No 
assessment has been made of the impact of this land spreading, particularly on the River Barrow 
and River Nore SAC Site Code 002162. A considerable amount of data exists in relation to this in 
the form of the IPCC Licence reports and EPA required annual reports as well as Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine records of movement of organic fertilizer, which could have 
been used to conduct this assessment. It i s  noted that soil monitoring on Lands on which slurry 
from this unit is  spread has already been carried out as referenced in the €PA IPCC licence 
Inspectors Report. It i s  considered that the land spreading of this quantity of slurry within the 
catchment of the River Barrow and River Nore SAC may constitute a significant impact on the 
site and this has not been appropriately assessed. 

In addition, the Offaly Council Development Plan 2009 - 2015 states in relation to land spreading 
of slurry ‘the developer shall hove all funds uvailuble and suitable for spreuding in close 
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proximity to the pi3 unit’. However, the application states that slurry will be spread in Offaly, 
’ qois and Kildare from this unit. Without knowing the location of the land spreading areas, this 
..gpears to be in contravention of the County Development Ptan. 

2. Nitrogen deposition 

The evidence from across Europe demonstrates that nitrogen deposition i s  a major threat to 
European biodiversity, especially in the Natura 2000 network including semi tive habitats and 
species listed under the Habitats Directive EC 92/43/EEC. Emissions of reactive nitrogen 
compounds from agricultural installations represent impacts from off-site activities. In some 
cases, the facilities may be many kilometres away (50-100km) from potentially affected sites 
(Hicks et al, 2011). It i s  noted that the IPPC licence inspectors reports states that ‘The €PA 
Water Quulity in irelund report for the period 1998-2000 indicates that the figile River at 
Ardara Bridge hus an unionised ammonia problem with median values uf 0.362 rng/ /NH~,-  The 
closest EPA station to the application site 1s Ardara Bridge immediately downstream of the site. 
The potential impact of nitrogen deposition arising from this unit on the River Barrow and River 
Nore SAC Site Code 0021 62 has not been assessed. 

3. Flooding of the site 

The proposed development i s  within approximately 70 metres of the Figile River and within a 
low-lying area. The storage tanks will have a capacity to store up to 18 months of slurry. 
However, impacts of a major flood event on the unit have not been assessed. In particular, the 
possibility of the mobilization of stored slurry during such an event has not been assessed. Also, 
the potential issues with slurry contaminated storm water run-off have not been assessed. This 
issue needs to be covered by the Appropriate Assessment screening document. 

In summary, it i s  felt that the AA screening document i s  deficient as it did not take account of 
the potential impacts of the proposed development outlined above. It is noted that even though 
this application relates to improvement works to an existing development, that this 
development, extant since 1989, has never been subject to Appropriate Assessment and 
therefore the in combination effects of the existing and proposed development must be 
assessed. 

Further information is  required. 

Any further assessment should reference the Site Specific Conservation Objectives for the River 
Barrow and River Nore SAC Site Code 002162 which are attached for information. Also the 
document referenced above entitled ‘Nitrogen Deposition and Natura 2000, Science and Practice 
in Determining Environmental Impacts’ is also attached for information. 

Kindly forward any further information received; or in the event of a decision being made a copy 
of same should be forwarded to the following address as soon as it issues: 

The Manager, 
Development Applications Unit, 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
Newtown Road, 
Wexford. 

Preferably, documentation associated with the above can be referred electronically to the DAU 
at  the following address: rnanaQer.dau@ahrr.s!ov.ie 

Is mise le meas, 

Michael Murphy, 
Development Applicattons Unit 
Tel: (053) 91 1 7516 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF SUBMISSION OR OBSERVATION ON A 
PLANNING APPLICATION 

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT DOCUMl3NT 

KEEP THIS DOCUMENT SAFELY. YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO PRODUCE THIS 

DECISION OF THE PLANNING AUTHORITY. IT IS THE ONLY FORM OF EVIDENCE 
WHlCH WILL BE ACCEPTED BY AN BORD PLEANhA THAT A SUBMISSION OR 
OBSERVATION HAS BEEN MADE TO THE PLANNING AUTHORITY ON THE 
P L A W G  APPLICATION. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO AN BORD PLEANALA IF YOU WISH TO APPEAL THE 

PLANNING AUTHORITY NAME 

PLANNING APPLICATION REFERENCE No, 

OFFALY COUNTY COUNCIL 

PLU 15/2 

A submissionlobservation in writing, has been received from 

on 23/02/2015 in relation to the above planning application. 

(Fee not applicable to prescribed bodies) 

An Taiscc 

The submissionlobservation is in accordance with the appropriate provisions of the Planning 
and Development Regulations 2001- 2013 and will be taken into account by the Planning 
Authority in its determination of the planning application. 

_. . . .  

L 
f Official's Name 

23/02/20 15 

. .  
. ' -7- 

Planning Authority Stamp 
' .. 1 

,j ::: 
.i' 

. , .I- 

. ..-,->-7 
- \  

'. 
. .- " _  

i 
' -, , , .  . 
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'G An Taisce 
27ie National Trust for Irciand 

20 140217-19-2 

Planning Section 
Offaly County Council 
Aras an Chontae 
Charleville Road 
Tullamore 
CO Offaly 

Ref: 
APP: 
For: 

Site: 

?. 

3 

, 

20.02.14 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

This application warrants referral to An T a k e  as site is in a bank of River Rgile which is tributary 
of the River Barrow SAC, which is subject to variable flood levels. 

I n  August 2008, there was significant flooding on thls river. The applicants flood study is notd. 
The impact of this proposal which involves significant intensification needs to address the EM 
Directive. 

Please acknowledge our submission and advise us of any decision made, with all planners' reports 
attached in the event of a grant of permission as per DoEHLG Guidelines for Planning Authorid&, 
June 2007. 

Yours sincerely, 

4-1 fan Lumley L L  - - - ?  
Built Environment & Heritage Officer 
builtenvironment @antaisce.org 

The Tailors' Hall, Back Lane, Dublin 8, Ireland I Telephone: 01 454 1786 I Fax: 01 453 3255 
www.antaisce.org 

Company Registration No: 12469 1 Charity Reference No. CHY 4741 

Directors : J Harnett I J Leahy I M Mehigan I R Murphy I R Rickwood (British) I p flowley I c Stanley Smith {British) ] A ui Bhroin 

Working for a Better Quality of Ufe - For Now and For Future Generations 
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Offaly County Council 
Environment 8 Water Services 

Planning Application 
Request for Furlher Information 

Environment & Water Services consider that this application to be satisfactory, W 
recommend the following conditions to be considered. 

Foul Water 

r The applicant shall submit details on the authorised waste collector and the 
authorised facility accepting the wastewater for further treatment for prior to 
commencement of works on-site. 

Surface/Groun d Water 

f l  Any surface water discharged to a storm sewer or surface water course from 
traficked impermeable areas within the site shalI be via a silt trap and crass 1 petrol 
interceptor. The petrol/oil interceptor shaIl be designed in accordance with 65 EN 
858-1:2002 The type and size shall in accordance with BS EN 858 2-2003 and the 
SEPA 2006 Pollution Prevention Guidelines PPG3. The applicant shall submit for the 
approval of the Planning Authority prior to commencement of works on-site, details 
of a proposal to incorporate a suitable form of pre-treatment into the proposed 
drainage system 

* The applicant shall submit details an well head protection measures to protect the 
underlain aquifer ham the ingress of possible contaminants above ground; to the 
planning authority for approval prior to commencement of works on site 

General 

+ The applicant is  required to farm in accordance with SI 610 of 2010, European 
Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for the protection of waters) Regulations 
2010 as amended. 

Waste 

H All wastes arising fmrn/at the proposed development shall be managed in 
accordance with the Waste Management Acts 1996 as amended. While awaiting 
removal, all waste materials shall be stored in designated areas protected against 
spillage or leachate run.off. 

+ Prior to the development, the developer shall submit a formal "Project Construction 
and Demolition Waste Management Plan" to the local Authority for agreement prior 
to Commencement Notice Stage. 

"This report sholl include the following os a minimum: 
Demolition works - detoils of waste types arising and estimated, proposed waste 
segregation, waste contractor to be engagedfor each waste stream andfinol 
destination for each waste stream. 
Construction Works - details of wasre management prucrices to be implemented 
on the sire including proposed segregation levels, if any, waste receptacles CO be 
used, wuste contractor to be engaged for each waste streurn ondfinal 
destination for each wusle streom 

I. 
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Offaly County Council 
Environment 8 Water Services 

Planning Application / 
Request for Further Information 

Nuisance 

i Any environmental nuisance i.e. excessive noise, dust, construction traffic, caused 
during construction of the development shall bc contained at an acceptable level. 
Construction shall take place during working hours 07.00arn to 06 30pm Monday to 
Friday and 08.00am to 01.30pm Saturday 

Report By: 

- 
"Lir U ~ ' ( h d L I  

dde O'Connell, A.S., Environment 
l3 Water Services 

Approved By: 

- 5 .  c 
Jean Ry-nt 
& Water Services. 
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Planning Reports 
Environment & Water Services Smtion 

Environment EIA Report - PL2/15/002: EIS - Rosderra Farms, Bracknagh 
The following forms the EIA Report for Soi l  8t Geology, Groundwater, Surface watw, Air and Noise 
identifying the effects (direct and indirect) of the proposed development on the enwronment and 
accompanying mitigation measures. 

A - Mils & Geology 

In Section 7.l(a) Site and Immediate Area. it is stated the proposed development will have significant 
effect on the soil during the development In section 7.1(b) Customer farmbnds it mentioned there will 
be an impact to the soils during the application of the livestock manure from the facility. 

1. Effea: 
Section 7.l(a) of EIS states the excavation of the area for the re development and clearing of the site for 
the installation of the underground manure storage tanks 

Mitiuotion: 
i. The material excavated from the site will be used as part of the amelioration works to be carried out 

at, and/or, around the site, or elsewhere on the farm. 

2. Effect: 
Section 7.l(b) of EIS indicates the potential impacts to the soil will occur during the land spreading of 
pigs. These impacts are: 
a) Hydraulic loading 
b) Chemical loading 
c) Soil structure damage 

Mitipotion. 
w The rate of application for organic fertilisers will be restricted to 40m'per hectare. 
T Pigs slurry will not be applied on steeply sloping lands 
P Stria adherence to the specified buffer zones, application rates, ground and weather conditions a t  

the time of application. 
r In relation to chemical loading of the soils, this development proposes to promote nutrient 

substitution rather than addition. All organic fertiliser from this development will be allocated for use 
in accordance with S.1 No 31 of 2014', thus avoiding over enrichment of the farmland areas with 
nutrients. 
i Customer farmers will be advised that the application of organic fertiliser to farmland should not 

occur dunng the restricted period of 15' October - 12" January (Offaly) or other such dates as 
specified in SI 31 of 2014 or when soils become waterlogged, and/or ground conditions are 
unsuitable 

European Union (Good Agricultural Practice lor Protection of Waten) Regulatrons, 2014 
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0 
Planning Reports 
Environment I3 Water Services Section 

In Section 7.2(b) of EIS, states the main threat to ground water in the vicinity of the pig farm is from the 
storage of relatively large volumes of animal rnawres on the farm. In Section 7.2 (b) of EIS it is  expected 
there will have little or no impact to groundwater during landspreading or the pig slurry at the 
customers farmers. 

3. E k c ;  
The potential for leakage from the underground effluent storage tanks into an aquifer. 

c 

r 

4 

The proposed structures will be constructed in accordance with Repartment of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine specificattons for farm buildings and storage units. 
Installation of leak detection systems underneath the proposed slurry storage tanks, including 
regular monitoring of those inspections points. 
The facility will be providing slurry storage capacity for approximately 19 months, this i s  in excess of 
the required 26 weeks storage as outlined in Article 10 (I) of 5.1. No. 31 of 2014 
Collection of al l  soiled water in the effluent storage tanks. 
Durlng the movement of fivestock on site, it will occur along slatted passageways with the effluent 
storage tanks underneath to collect all organic material. 
lnstallation of storm water attenuatian to control storm water discharges from the facility. 
All aver ground storage ranks wilf be bunded. 
Installation of a collection and concrete apron at the slurry fill points to collect any spills or leaks 
during the collection of slurry for off.site use. 
The finished floor level of the replaced buildings and structures will be 1.8 metres above the existing 
floor levels and the proposed floor level will be constructed approximately 1.3 metres .- 0.7 metres 
above estimated 1 in 100 years and 1 in 1000 years flood levels, respectively. 

Effect: 
Potential risk of waler pollution of groundwater from !and spreading of pig slurry 

Mitiqationr 
H Customers will be advised by the applicant of their obligations t o  adhere to Nitrates [hrective with 

H The finished floor level of the replaced buildings and structures will be 1.8 metres above the existing 
0.7 metres 

regards to preserving the specified buffer zones and prohibited land spreading periods. 

floor levels and the proposed floor level will be constructed approximately 1 3 metres 
above estimated 1 in 100 years and 1 in 1000 years flood levels. respectively. 
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0 
Planning Repons 
Environment & Water Services Section 

C -Surface Water 
In Section 7.3 (a) of the EIS, it included a Flood Risk Assessment undertaken by IE Consulting. this 
assessment was carried out because the site was flooded during August 2008 and this event may 
reoccur In Section 7.3 (b) states there will be little or no impact on surface water during the land 
spreading of the pigs’ slurry. 

5. 
Facility possibly flooded during either 1 in 100 years or 1 in loo0 year event. 

Mitiua tion 
P The proposed replacement buildings and structures shall have finished floor levels approximately 1.8 

metres above existing Rocr/gmund levels and proposed floor levels shall therefore be constructed 
approximately 1.3 metres and 0.7 metres above estimated 1 in 100 year and 1 in 1000 year Rood 
levels. 

r Site specific storm water attenuation is proposed for the facility - Wastewater generated by staff will be stored in a concrete holding tank on site and will be 
transported off site for further treatment on a regular basis 

6 m  
The rate of discharge from stormwater run-off from the roofed and paved areas within the site may 
impact on the Figile River. 

MittRation 
+ Installation of storm water attenuation tank at the facility grouped with a flow control device (hydro 

brake) to limit the rate of surface water run-off similar to a rate from a green field site, in to the 
adjacent river. 

7 -  
Pollution risk from surface run-off from customer lands into adjacent water courses or rivers 

Miriaation 
H Customers will be advised by the applicant of their obligations to adhere to the conditions of SI 31 of 

2014 regarding buffer zones, restricted periods, suitable land conditions and weather for land 
spreading. 

D -Air 

In Section 7.4 mentions odour as a possible impact to air quality within the vicinity of the facility or in 
the area of customer farm lands. 
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0 
Planning Reports 
Environment & Water Services Section 

8EJfecJ 
Malodour emissions generated by the pig fattening unit, and during the land spreading of pigs slurry at 
the customer farmlands 

M i t i . e n  
T The facility is located in a remote area -nearest dwelling IS approximately lkm away. 
k The applicant committed to landscape aiong the northern and eastern boundaries of the site with 

trees. 
Farmers will use low trajectory splash plates during land spreading. - The applicant to limit the allocalion of organic fertilisers to their customers. 

r The applicant to advise their customers to adhere tn recommended set back distances from odour 

c The livestock buildings are regularly washed, disinfected, stacked to  optimum levels, and adequately 

H The applicant has committed to adopting economical odour abatement techniques. 

sensitive dwellings during land spreading 

ventilated. 

E -Climatic factors 
It is stated rn Section 7 6 of the EtS lhere will be no significant effect on the climate as a resull of the 
ctpention of this facility 

F - Noise 
Id Section 7.7 of the EIS, it considers the operational activities on the site will not give rise to noise IeveIs 
that may cause any significant impact on the local environment This assumption is  based on noise 
monitoring carried out on hrger facilities operated by the applicant It does expect however on a short 
term basis there will be noise emissions due to construction work. 

9. Efrect 
Possible increased noise emissions from the site during construction of new sheds 

Mitwotion 
* The remote location of the site will ensure it will not cause a nuisance 
,+ The sand and gravel activities occurring on the adjacent site will negate against any noise emissions 

from the construction activity at this site. 
+ Construction works will uccur during normal working hours. 

Report Prepared by: 

*PG4!4 I 
ide O’Connell, 
AS Environment &Water Services 

4 1  
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