
Noeleen Roche 

From: Richie Flynn <richieflynn@ifa.ie> 
Sent: 28 April 2017 11:04 
To: Licensing Staff 
cc: ‘ /  wildatlanticshellfish@gmail.com; Thomas Ryan; Bryan Barry; Adrian Leddy 
Su bjecti Sligo harbour dredging 
Attachments: 

I 

Sligo Bay dredging submission April 2017.pdf 

Environmental Protection Agency Licensing Programme 
Office of Climate Licensing and Resource Use 
Environmental protection Agency 
P.O. Box, 3000 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
CO Wexford 
Licensinq@epa.ie 

Please see attached a submission on behalf of the shellfish aquaculture sector in relation to proposed dredging 
works a t  Sligo harbour as notified by advertisement in The Sligo Champion of March 28‘h last. 

Please do not hesitate to  contact me if you have any queries. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Richie Fiynn 
Executive 
IFA Aquaculture 
Irish Farm Centre 
Bluebell 
Dublin 12 

IRELAND 
Ph: +353 (0)1450 8755 
Mob: +353(0)86 245 4402 
Em a i  I : r i’c h ief l y n n @ ifa . ie 

I D12YXW5 

We b : w ww . if a. i e (sectors “aqua c u It u re”) 

culture 
’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

This e-mail and any files and attachments transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use 
of the intended recipient. Any review or dissemination of this e-mail and/or any file or attachment 
transmitted with it, is prohibited. Any views and opinions expressed are not necessarily shared or endorsed 
by the IFA. 

If you ire not the intended recipient, please notify the sender by return or at it@IFA.ie or contact the IPA at 
Irish Farm Centre, Naas Road, Dublin 12. This email message has been swept for the presence of computer 
viruses. www .i fa.ie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

\ 

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service. 
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IFA Aquaculture 
Irish Farmers' Association 
Irish Farm Centre 

Dublin 12 
D12 YXW5 

--==z=d Bluebell 

I FA Aquaculture 
Home of The Irish Salmon Growers' Association, 
The Irish Shellfish Association 

Ph + 353 (0) 14508755 
Fax +353 (0) 14551043 
Mob +353 (0) 86 2454402 
Ernail richieflynn@ifa.ie 

Irish Representative: 
, Federation of European Aquaculture Producers, 

European Mollusc Producers' Association; 
International Salmon Farmers' Association. ' Web www.ifa.ie (Sectors: Aquaculture) 

Environmental Protection Agency Licensing Programme 
Office of Climate Licensing and Resource Use 
Environmental protection Agency 
P.O. Box 3000 

' Johnstown Castle Estate 
CO Wexford 
Licensincl@eDa.ie 

from capital and 
in The Sligo 

' I  It 
1, 

producers in Ireland, including 
sectors. 

I I , 'Our Bay region as well as finfish 

I 

1 

According to the latest statistics produced by an Bord lascaigh Mhara (BIM) for 2016, there 
were 170 tonnes of oysters produced in County Sligo in 2016 with a value of €860,800, 
providing employment for 35 people1. 
Oysters in the region are considered of exceptionally high quality and have generated 
significant interest and demand from the far eastern market' I 

I 

2. Our oyster farming members have genera! concerns regarding the dredging of any materials in the 
,, vicinity of their farms - notwithstanding the prevailing currents -and the potential for any t,oxic 
I material such as heavy metals or anti-foulant paint which was used in the past n fishing and 

, I  

transport vessels to  potentially enter the food chain. They also have legitimate concerns regarding 

, htt~://www.bim.ie/media/bim/content/~ublications/a~uaculture/BlM-Annual-A~uaculture-Su rvev-2017.pdf 
* F. O'Luasa, seafood marketing unit, Bord Bia, pers comm., April 2017 
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any increase in suspended solids/silt which may cause stress to oysters in particular and increase the 
chances of vulnerability to  diseases such as Vibrio and Oyster Herpes Virus. These issues, and the 
general good image and reputation of the Sligo oyster, is at the forefront of their minds when 
viewing this application. 

3. In particular, due to the increased rik of suspended solids and the undefined area of settlement as 
well as the greater risk of spreading contaminants, our members in the area wish to express their 
unequivocal objection to water injection dredging a t  the Sligo harbour site. This type of activity 
represents far too much of a thyeat to the sector than is deemed necessary to balance any negligible 
increase in access to the harbour which would result. 

stocks. 

interest of the industry 
unci1 is a key demand of 

the Sligo area shellfish industry. 

dustry also believes that it 
se1 to  ensure that al l  

posited en-route either by accident or on 

s to the proposed application -and in 
ell informed on either the production 

nce with point 1 of this submission. In 
Id be made of the 1997 Fisheries 

regarding the regulation of aquaculture. The 

\ \  (Amendment) Act,and\ i ts  suppobin\g Statutory Instruments which superseded the 1980 Fisheries Act 
as the main legal 
country. The 1997 I 
area licensing. 

8. In summary: 

lihg with aquaculture applications and operation throughout the 
rides the previous concept of “designation” in favour of individual /. 

i i_ d /i 
i 

All dredging activity in the vicinity of shellfish production poses risks to the producer and 
his/her stocks; I 

All reasonable mitigation measures must be explored, including the dumping of dredge spoil 
I 

provide both export income and employment to the area for generations to come: 
Where dumping a t  sea is considered, monitoring systems for the health of shellfish stocks 1 
during the activity must be undertaken by the contractors. I 1 

a t  sea, in the context of the long term sustainability of the industry and i ts  potential to 

j 
* ’  
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0 Finally, a compensatory scheme for loss of stocks, markets, reputation and any other 
damage suffered as a result of dredging activity adversely impacting n shellfish stocks must 
be put in place and agreed with industry before such activity takes place. 

, 

,: Yours Sincerely 

' Richie Flynn 
IFA Aquaculture & Irish Shellfish Association 
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