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MI: Sligo Dumping at sea submission from IFI 
Sligo Dumping at Sea lFI.@f 

F m m 6 a r r y W l y ~  
thk 06 August 2015 13:W 
To: W e  RecepbanM 
S u b j e  Sligo Dumplng at sea submission from IFI 

Hi, 

I've attached a submission from 1FI on a permit application from Sligo County Council regarding dumping at sea 
(SOO2341). I apologise that it took me this long to get It to you but I hope it can be included in the decision 
making. 1 have put R in the post today also. 

Kind Regards, 

Tel: +353 (0)  96 22788 
Mob: +353 (0) 87 7827624 
Email: 
Web: ww.- n .  
Adnaree House, Abbey Street, Ballina, County Mayo. IRELAND 

. .  

Help Protect Ireland's Inland Fisheries 
Call 1890 34 74 24 to report ille#al Wry, water polrubion or I n W  sped= 

This email and any attachments to it may be confidential and are intended solely for the use of the 
individual to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do 
not necessarily represent those of Inland Fisheries Ireland. If you are not the intended recipient of this email, 
you must neither take m y  action based upon its contents, nor copy or show it to anyone. Please contact the 
sender if you believe you have received tbis email in error. 

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email SecUrity.cloud service. 
For more infomation please Visit h~://www.snnanteccloud.com 

1 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 06-08-2015:23:37:29



    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 06-08-2015:23:37:29



Reg No: sa02301 31 July 2015 

Dear Sir/Madrm, 

Inland Flshcrles lrelsnd (FI) is tht dtiltt body rsspomibh f# the pmtecdm, managemant and 
coonsewath of inland fishcrkr a d  ths sw angling remum In Ireland. Pmectlon of the aqua& 
environment and h a m  k o vitally hprtant d m e M  OT lfl's wtk .  h relatbn to the 
applkatlon for a dumplng at ng comments: 

It Is understood that this ipplicptkn IC -ding ohe disposal d 15dooo cubic metres of dre&e 
material fnwn a p b l  and m d n t a m  at thr Slw HHbwr Shlpping Channel to an 
offshore dump site in outet Dottqml Bay apprdmltely 34 mutlal m k  (63 km) north west of 
Sllgo Port and m n u t e l y  17 nautld mlbs (31.5 kin) so& west d Malln More Head, The 
proposed dump site is M d  in apprdmtdy 90 metres of mer.  

Hydrodynamic modelling undertaken as pafi of the study to hvesttaate tk Impact of the dumping 
operatlon on sedlmentatkn and surpended redsmcnt loads In the area of ths propostd durn- 
comluded that there should be no signlficont impact to water qual@ or Wries interest outside of 
the immediate vldnity of the dump site M. %e malorn of the dumped material wlll be 
deposlted and remaln W n  2 klbmeters ofthe dump slta a d  only a maH omwnt of materid wiH 
k transported further off shore resldual current, Some mteriul will rnlgme towards the east 
under the lnflwnce of udal actlon, but all partkJes will settle vvlthln 5.5 h of the dump slte". y.:? ' ' 

7 .  

It Is noted that 1 ~ )  mitlgathn is po*citdc to redm the extent of the affected areas, - 
Natura Impact statement deslEljbes the s l g d f b n c t  of this Impact, and condudes that as the 
Impacts are temporary in nature with recolonOcohion mrrk rg  wkhh a war, tiwe 16 no sl@fkant 
Impact arlslna from the deporition of the dumped sediments. 

The proposed dump site area due to Its 
distance oftshore and there will be no Impact on eommerdrl sahnon fishbrg as drift nettlm for 
salmon has ceased since 2007, After rwbwIm# all as- rem and dmmmUtion 
-pallying thls appkmtbn and eonddwlng the dump sltcc bation ofhhom md depth of water 
Imohred, IF1 has no objectbn to thb dumplng at sea pennit apphtbn.  

HmW potenblal for mcreatbnd sea 
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IF1 would llke to restate Its concerns in relation to the dredgiq operatbn itself. IF1 provided a 
submission on the foreshore licence application made by Sligo Caunty Council for the malntenance 
and capkal dredgl~  of Sllgo Harbour. 4FI is obliged to protect the spedes under its legal remit and 
must view the proposed dredging maintenance programme in the light of potentid impacts to fish 
and fisheries habitat. Inner Sllgo Harbour Is clas l f id  as haviw "Goad Ecological Status' in the 
Western R k r  &sin Management Plan and the outer harbour Is cbssified as having Vbh Ecologkal 
Status". These statuses must be protected. 

The adjoining tough Gill SAC is of considerable Importance far the presence of four Red Data Book 
flsh species that are listed on Annex II of the E.U. Habltats Dlnctiva - Brook Lamprey (LmpetrO 
planer/), Aiwr Lamprey (rOmpetra fluhtlk), Sea Lamprey (Mmmymn mQIJ11uJI and Atlantic 
salmon (Salmo salar). The three mimatory spcles of the a h  - salmon, r h r  and sea Lamprey 
use the Sligo Harbour navlgatbn channel durlng migrations to and from Lough GM MC. This lswe 
of migratory fish passaae is of partlcular concern and IF1 are concerned there may be periods when 
R would have issues with maintenam dredging behg conDlnued. Of particular importance is the 
downstream migratlon of salmon smolts that murs primarily in the March-May perbd in klsh 
rlwrs. IF1 would have conservation Issues In regard to salmon, should low freshwater flows In the 
Gwwgue R k r  dnclde with ongoing dredging In the navlgatlon channel and the downstream 
rnigmtion of salmon m o b  through s#go Harbour into a zone of elevated suspended wlMs. The 
Garvogue estuary k relatively short and salmon smotk are required to modify their metabolism in 
mwfrrg from freshwater to an iweaslngly salhe envkonment, A further pressurn in the form of 
elevated wspnded &Ids may be probkmatlc for the species. Salmon stocla hawe improved In the 
last couple of years in tough 6111. Restrktbns haw bem lifted on aylers and IF1 aim to maintain 
this lmpmvement in salmon stocks into the future. 

A further migmtov species Angulh on#Mlkr (European Eel) Is present In the Lough Gill system. 
Hsvlllg undergone a sharp dedlne In recwltment from 1480, European eel is now listed 8s mitidy 
endangered on the International Unlon for Conservatkn of Nature Red Data Ust. E m p a n  eel use 
the nMgation channel area during migrations to and from their distant heding gmurds. Alv 
possible measures should be taken to dnlmlse disturbance to thls species during migration throwh 
the estuadne emkonment as the next dasslfimtlon level In the Red Data List is #extinct In the wild". 

IFI wekomes the proposals to undertake mnitorlng in regard to Suspended Solids and dlsdved  
oayeen levels durlng the dredging process as prodded for in sectbn 6,8,1.1 of "hessrnent of 
imnact on the emlronment: impacts on flsheries". 

Apart from prodtibiting dredging In the March -May pew, one option to be cnnsidered would be 
to Impor a proMbition on dredglng wttMn the entire nacrow channel area from the current waste 
water treatment works upriver to the upstream extent of works durlw the March - May period. 
Descending smolts would have an expanse bf M a l  water In which to reside that would have limited 
suspended solids pressure. Whawer excamtion method is used to remove sediment from the 
area of maintenance, the material remmed is placed Into barges for removal &site and 
subsequent d l s p l .  The materlal excavated will contain a high volume of water and as the barge is 
filled, overspi4 of water be& into the channel will mur.  This Is commonly accompanied by hlgh 
levels of suspended solids washing out. Use of back hoe dredger will redute the volume of water 
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gdng tnto tk barge. A strategy that allows filling of barges wltn ma marerial whlle reduclng the 
amount of suqmded sola spilling out wlth the decanting water will rduw the leis of 
suspended solids to the aquatic environment. 

Unkrtaking mintenam dwiq periods of low tide may also contribute to management of 
suspnded SOH& wlth dispwsal frmvsed into the fairway and reduced escapement Into the wider 
estuarine area. This Is of benefit to jwenlle Me staw of a range of estuarhe/mrine fish species 
whose young sta- use the estuary as nursery waters. The yowrg fish dlsperse onto the sand flats 
prevloudy ex?m#d at low tide, to feed with the fllllng tide. Reductbn of suspended sollds$lwrsal 
durlng the f l w h  tide would prWrde further proteaion to these juveniie fish assemblages. 
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