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File With &C)‘ on .
O- SECTION 131 FORM
Appeal NO:_PL ”w .7,0 1” L. DeferReO/H [ ]
TO:SEO
Having considered the contents of the submission ¢/ received ,S / 0 () / O LL : from

Inun\ h'. [ (g anrUm -l;?ar@lo I recommend that section 131 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000

@/not be invoked at this stage for the following reason(s):. /U o Nw 1CSTWES

E.O.: K'-Q(Ofﬂ S;M Date: U/O[) /O[_L

To EO: &
&
. 4 &
Section 131 not to be invoked at this stage. &30«'5\
37
&
N

\§QO &
Section 131 to be invoked — allow 2/4 weeks for r @ ‘iﬁ

S.E.O.: &( 9 "-0’\—/ ox\‘\\éN Date: ;’Sﬁ/ ?:/99:

T
o
S.A.O: S Date: _
000@ '

M
Please prepare BP - Section 131 notice enclosing a copy of the attached submission
to:
Allow 2/4weeks — BP
EO: Date:
AA: Date:

J:abp\forms\2000ActForms(s37)
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Appeal No: PL ”] . ,Z.O 12‘ ?.
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Received: ] S /OB /O L

Date Appeal Lodged:

19 fas/ol

Date Last Appeal Lodged: ) 7 /QS' / ole

Date of E.L.S. Publication:

Name: Inr\Qn\‘]‘OiU (HH\\\ OcL )‘0 ]QO(QT\)‘Q
AddressiAQé\nt: RO\\ 10 @,
( o W\ o,
J
Status: Invalid — (insert reason): &
VALID Y INVALID
$\
052? \o
M: ¢ Y‘ ! i‘ o R
LLO S «‘f RETURN TO SENDER with BP
1. Acknowledge with BP A
&8 | 2. Keep envelope ]
2. Keep copy of Board’s letter I:"‘QOQ‘\ ]
$ 3. Keep copy of Board’s letter
3. Prepare refund form @
© 4. Prepare refund form ]

Attach to file

(a) R/S I:l (d) Screening l—_—l @/
(b) Mapping l:l (e) Inspectorate l:l RETURNTOEO

(c) Processing D

—— \ 1 @0 \SUH\Q;LF-

AN Qavwen Vogaa.

AV N

Date: -28/6/04 \J

Comments:

J:\abp\Forms\200ActForms(s3 Phobserver.dot

ERA.EXport:08-07-2014.23:48:39



© INNEALTOIRI

“VCUMHACHTA U‘Q Our Ref: ICT-DG059
11 June 2004 ar
TIME _
Lo U o
An Bord Pleanala
64 Marlborough Sireet LTRD ATED N
Dublin 1 e n———
Dear Sirs,
&
County Mayo — Bellanaboy Gas Treatment Plant @é‘
Observations on Planning Approval — County Mayo Pjgn%m%' Application Number P03/3343
o‘\\o«
SUMMARY AN

We would like to draw attention to a significa e which, we believe, relates to the Planning
Approval for the gas treatment plant for the Co@bgg ural gas supply.
&

Approval for the gas treatment at the proQ@QuOBellanaboy site will allow the gas pipeline to pass close
to Bellacorick. This route for the pipwgiﬁbuld in tumn permit the construction of a gas-fired power
plant at Bellacorick. Such a power pla tsvould make a good use of existing electricity transmission and
substation assets, to inject electricity.ifto the weak transmission system, at the westemn extremity of its
110 kV supply lines. Such a power plant at Bellacorick would make effective and environmentally-
sympathelic use of existing inffastructure, while being of considerable benefit to electricity supply
system, and providing long-term, high grade employment at Bellacorick.

GAS-FIRED ELECTRICITY GENERATION AT BELLACORICK

Some five years ago, the staff of the POWER Engineers consulting group considered the probable
route for a pipeline, to conduct the Corrib gas to its likely market. Qur consideration of environmentally-
sensilive areas in the region and costs of pipelines (particularly sub-sea), pointed strongly to routing the
gas line across the worked-out boglands to the north of the existing Bellacorick peat-fired power station.

We were also aware that the elderly peat-fired power station at Bellacorick was due to close. (ESB
Generation plans to shut it down afler buming the peat harvested in the Summer of 2004.) With the
closure of the existing power station, there would be strong advantages in adding new generation, to
offset tha electrical demand in the West.

The existing 110 kV lines supplying County Mayo (from Roscommon/Ballina and Galway/Castlebar)
were conslructed some 40 years ago when rural electrification was a priority. To build new lines today
would however likely encounter resistance, on grounds of visual impact, especially in much of the West,
with its perceived scenic value. New generation in the West would therefore best be constructed with
the minimum of new electricity transmission lines.

Innealtolri Cumhachta Tearanta, Company No. 6366902N VAT No. IE6366902N
- —— o —E T
Muingmore, Bunnahowen, Bangor A member of the POWER Engineers, Inc.. group of companies Tel + 353 (0) 97 86933

Ballina, Co, Mayo + Republic of ircland Directors: John Cavanaugh (USA): David Gardner (UK): Jack Hand (USA) Fax + 353 (0) 97 86932
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11 June 2004

Based on the foregoing considerations, we commenced development of a proposal for a compact,
high-efficiency, gas-fired power station, to be located at Bellacorick. The plant is proposed as having
around 70 MW capacity, which roughly equates to the electrical demand of County Mayo. This size
was selected to match the load-camying capabilities of the 110 kV lines from Roscommon and Galway.

We secured land immediately to the west of the existing 110 kV substation and proposed that the
power plant be connected to the ESB transmission system via short (70 m.) underground cables routed
into the substation.

We enclose three copies of a leafiet prepared to summarize the proposed development. We used this
leaflet in our consultation with the community in Erris and the surrounding areas.

The power plant project gathered excellent local support. Planning Approvals P01/1249 and P01/1250
were granted on 17 and 18 October 2001. The Approvals were not appealed by any objectors. The
Environmental Protection Agency granted Integrated Pollution Control licence 633 for the project on
6 March 2003.

A GAS SUPPLY FOR THE POWER STATION
It was hoped to have the gas-fired plant operational for Winter of 2003/2004. This would have given

operating experience, and allowed the plant to be proven in reliable operation, before the closure of the
peat-fired plant.

The power plant project awaits the construction of the gas pipelin%ﬁd therefore the Approval process
for the gas treatment plant. &

ST
If the location of the gas treatment plant were to be ch e;lr,é\so as lo route the gas pipeline away from
the 110 KV substation, and the river water supply a rick, the hurdles for a gas-fired power plant

development in the region could be considerabli@*%éy\
O
Building even a short transmission line to \\B@ct to a new location could have a significant visual
impact. The transmission system in thedegion has only the capacity to accept a small power plant.
The economies of a small power plan Sarticularly strongly influenced by the costs of any lengths of
pipelines 1o supply gas or water, and transmission connections. The Bellacorick site has strong
advantages in that it is immediat Padjacent to a substation for transmission connection, and the

Owenrmore River for water sup%g,\ nd close to the proposed route for the gas line.

CONCLUDING COMMENTS
We would like to suggest that considerafion of the Planning Application for the Bellanaboy gas
treatment piant might include the following points: -

« There is increasing demand for electricity in Ireland and the 70 MW requirement for County Mayo
will need to be generated somewhere.

« If new generation is not added in Mayo, Corrib gas will be piped to the south and the east, a portion
will be used to generate electricity, which will be transmitted back to Mayo, through a heavily-
loaded transmission system already over-burdened by power flows from east to west.

 Planning Approvals and an Environmental Integrated Pollution Control licence have already been
guaranteed for a gas-ired power plant at Bellacorick, which will make effective and
environmentally-sympathetic use of the existing transmission assets, in a manner which suits
existing land use very well. The Bellacorick power station proposal enjoys an excellent level of
community support. =

ICT-DGD59

LAl
R power
P
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. 11 June 2004

 If Planning Application for the Bellanaboy gas treatment plant is rejected, and the gas treaiment
plant is relocated so as to re-route the gas line away from Bellacorick, it is very unlikely that a new
power plant will be built at Bellacorick. And alternative power plant sites in the region are very likely
1o be less suitable than Bellacorick in terms of both Planning and environmental considerations.

Yours sincerely,

David Gardner
Managing Director

s Y
AeEeRET ¢ET L
og Mamprek Lol

Enclosed: Cheque for €50.00 "Observation” fee.
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South Elevation
34000mem

= Around 15 full-time permanent fobs at the operational plant.
"+ Upto a further 45 jobs with businesses supplying goods and

Operational Environment

The plant will narmally burn natural gas, with emissions consisting
largely of hot air and water vapour. Per unit of electricity
generated, gas-fired power plants produce substantialy fewer
greenhouse gases than other conventional power stations, and
almost no sulphur diexide. Emissions will be regularly monitored
and will comply fully with the stringent standards set by the

Electricity will be generated by burning natural gas in a gas

turbine. The hot exhaust from this turbine is used to raise steam

in a boiler. This is then fed into a steam turbine which generates
additional electricity. This arrangement is known as a combined- &/
cycle gas turbine plant and produces electricity more efficiently 7
than any other form of power generation based on either coal, oil.

e W S ; = =
= Contract oppartunities for local businesses during both the
construction and operational phases.

|| existing power station [11] *muslcal™ bri

+ Fewar emissions to the atmosphere. .ﬂ__ existing cooling tower

[ existing river pump house

RRPV's proposals strengthen the case for routing the Corrib field existing power station ponds m planting

pas pipeline across the county, ensuring the community benefits
from the gas find. The pipeline will act as catalyst for further
economic development, with businessas requiring a gas supply
able to invest in County Mayo for the first time.

Licensing Process

RAPV is seeking planning permission from Mayo County Council
for the plant. The planning process involves consultation with
various government departments and regulatory bodies

A camprehensive environmental report, prepared by independent
consultants, has been produced and is available for study by
members of the public or other interesied parties

The project will be seeking an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC)
Licence from the Environmental Protection Agency, which will
ensure that the design and operation of the plant meet strict
environmental standards

The project will also be seeking the necessary authorisations
and licences from the Commission for Electricity Regulation.

Subject to approval, it is anticipated that work could start on the

site in the first half of 2002, with construction and commissioning
taking between 18 months and two years. Construction traffic will
be carefully managed to the approval of the county council.

BELLACORICK

POWER PROJECT

peat or gas. Environmental Prolection Agency.

The plant will be cooled using a circulating water system topped
up from the Owenmore River. Operational noise will be minimised
by careful engineering 1o comply with the limits that will be set in
the IPC licence

present plant

%,

0.0\&

Y/

efficient gas-fired equipment will farm the largest single
contribution to meeting the country's commitments under
the 1997 Kyoto Protocol,

proposed plant

o BANGOR N5g
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Waest Elevation South Elevation

= Around 15 full-time permanent jobs at the operational plant.
s Uptoa E..z..!..am obs with businessas supplying nooau and
services 1o the uguw ﬂ_u_._r -
e e o EL L L

o =y

Contract ouvozcn_»_ua F.. locat businesses during bath :_o
construction and o_um-u:o:w_ phases.

* Fewer emissions lo the almosphere.

RRPV's proposals strangthen the case for routing the Corrib field
pas pipeline across the county, ensuring the community benefits
from the gas find. The pipeline will act as catalyst for further
economic development, with businesses requiring a gas supply
able to invest in County Mayo for the first time.

Licensing Process

RRPY is seeking planning permission from Mayo County Council
for the plant. The planning process involves consultation with
various government departments and regulatory bodies

A comprehensive environmental report, prepared by independent
consultants, has been produced and is available for study by
members of the public or other interested parties.

The project will be seeking an Integrated Pollution Control (IPC)
Licence from the Environmental Protection Agency, which will
ensure that the design and operation of the plant meet strict
environmental standards

The project will also be seeking the necessary authonsations
and licences from the Commission for Electricity Regulation

Subject to approval, it is anticipated that work could start on the
site in the first half of 2002, with construction and commissioning
taking between 18 months and two years. Construction traffic w
be carefully managed 1o the approval of the county council

BELLACORICK

POWER PROJECT

34000mm .

Operational Plant

Electricity will be generated by burning natural gas in a gas
turbine. The hot exhaust from this turbine is used to raise steam

in a boiler. This is then fed into a steam turbine which generates
additional electricity. This arrangement is known as a combined- &/
cycle gas turbine plant and produces electricity more efficiently
than any other form of power generation based on either coal, oil,
peat or gas,

The plant will ba cocled using a circulating water system topped
up from the Owenmore River, Operational noise will be minimised
by carefu! engineering to comply with the limits that will be set in
the IPC licence.

present plant

. 34p00man

-

Environment

The plant will normally burn natural gas, with emissions consisting
largely of hot air and waler vapour. Per unit of electricity
generated, gas-fired power plants produce substantially fewer
greenhouse gases than other conventional power stations, and
almost no sulphur dioxide. Emissions will be regularly monitored
and will comply fully with the stringent standards sel by the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The Irish Government has acknowledged that the change
from inefficient coal, peat and oil-fired power plants to
efficient gas-fired equipment will form the largest single
contribution to meeting the country's commitments under

.\«&rm 1997 Kyoto Protocol

proposed plant

. u,__dv@mma water intake
[ ] existing power station
() existing cooling tower

axisting power station ponds mm_ planting

_H_ acu_nm_.. w_._ann
[ existing river pump house
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+ Around 15 full-time permanent jobs at the operational plant.
= Up to a further 45 jobs with businesses supplying goods and
.uuqc_«.nwm to Eoﬁg tmﬂ i -
T e e e, (-]

= Contract opportunities for _om...m_ cm.u_zmuamn du _ﬁ.,_ bath

construction and operational phases.

e |

the

'+ Fawer emissions to the atmosphere.

RRPV's proposals strengthen the casa for routing the Corrib field
pas plpeline across the county, ensuring the community benefits
from the gas find. The pipeline will act as catalyst for further
economic development, with businesses requiring a gas supply
able to invest in County Mayo for the first time.

Licensing Process

RRPV is seeking planning permission from Mayo County Council
for the plant. The planning process involves consultation with
vanous government departments and regulatory bodies

A comprehensive environmental report, prepared by independent
eonsultants, has been produced and is avaitable for study by
members of the public or other interested parties.

The project will be seeking an Integrated Pollution Control {IPC)
Licence from the Environmental Protection Agency, which will
ensure that the design and operation of the plant meet strict
environmental standards.

The project will also be seeking the necessary authorisations
and licences from the Commission for Electrieity Regulation.

Subject to approval, it is anticipated that work could start on the
site in the first half of 2002, with construction and commissioning

taking between 18 manths and two years, Construction tratfic will

be carefully managed to the approval of the county council.

West Elevation
3400

Operational Plant

Electricity will be generated by burning natural gas in a gas

turbine. The hot exhaust from this turbine is used to ralse steam

in a boiler. This is then fed into a steam turbine which generates
additional electricity. This arrangement is known as a combined- &/
cycle gas turbine plant and produces electricity more efficiently )
than any other form of power generation based on either coal, oil,
peal or gas.

The plant will be cooled using a circulating water system topped
up from the Owenmore River. Operational noise will be minimised
by careful engineering to comply with the limits that will be set in
the IPC licence.

present plant

South Elevation
34000mm

Environment

The plant will normally burn natural gas. with emissions consisting
largely of hot air and water vapour. Per unit of electricity
generated, gos-fired power plants produce substantally fewer
greenhouse gases than other conventional power stations, and
almost no sulpbur dioxide. Emissions will be regularly monitored
and comply fully with the stringent standards set by the
Environmental Protection Agency.

The Irish Government has acknowledged that the change
from inefficient coal, peat and oil-fired power plants to
efficient gas-fired equipment will form the largest single

7
O.\V& contribution to meeting the country's commitments under
ov\v 7 he 1997 Kyoto Protocol.
(%
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proposed plant

_.. proposed ne

Il proposed water intake

[ | existing power station

_“U_ existing cooling tower

existing power station ponds | [ plantl
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