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Gortacragher,

Rossport,
Ballina,
Co. Mayo.
08 July 2004
AN BORD PLF_ANALﬂ
The Secretary, BY i
An Bord Pleanala, TME __ ——— . _
64 Marlborough St, 03 JuL 20 g
Dublin 1. B —1
LTR-DAT o

Ply s o
Observations re : Planning appeal in relation to Mayo ty Council’s decision to grant

permission with 75 conditions to Shell Exploration & Production Limited.

Appeal re : Planning Application Ref No P03/3343 for the proposal to construct a natural gas
terminal ( refinery ) at Ballinaboy, Bellagelly South, Co. Mayo and to remove >450,000m3
contaminated peat slurry ( >650,000m3 in P01/900 ?? ) to an areg,of cutaway peatland at Srahmore,
near Bangor Erris, Co.Mayo by Bord na Mona Energy Group &&8 on behalf of Shell E & P Litd.
&
An Bord Pleanala’s Appeal Reference No: PL 16. g@fggﬂz
#5°
5 (\& \O
This is an observation in relation to a publip*ﬁgﬁ?:e advertised in the Irish Times newspaper dated the
14/06/04 with respect to the following: 6\QOQ
X
* Notice is hereby given by An BorcLE[%(\anala ( the Board ) under article 112 of the Planning and
Development Regulations, 2001 that an environmental impact statement ( EIS ) has been received by
the Board in accordance with section 128 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 in respect of

the appeal in the Schedule below. ”........

We note the following:

We refer to the ** Corrib Natural Gas Field Development ( Offshore EIS produced for Enterprise
Oil ) ”* cover enclosed and refer you to page iii where it is stated that “ Modification may include the
installatton of additional heat exchanging facilities and mechanical refrigeration ”

The addition of additional heat exchanging facilities has not been assessed by the HSA, has not been
quantified with respect to extra land area required for installation, and has not been assessed from a
visual point of view.

We refer you to page NTS-1 where it is stated that “ The Corrib gas will be transported to the
onshore terminal via a single export pipeline of approximately 85km in length and 18 or 20” in

diameter, ( 30” for BGE ) or twin pipelines of 14” diameter. The well operations will be controlled
from the Terminal ”.........

1 of 13
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Why were twin pipelines of 14” diameter considered 7?7? Would this hint at the more realistic
viewpoint that this proposed terminal is to be an oil and gas refinery 77?7?77 thus allowing for
continued expansion within the overall Coillte forestry landholding for future development with
respect to the enormous oil and gas provinces which exist off our coastline.

We refer you to page NTS-1 where it is stated that “ The development has three sections, offshore,
Terminal and onshore pipeline. All three sections have separate EIS’s ”.........

We have not been furnished with the onshore pipeline EIS apart from the B.G.E. EIS which would
be outside the remit of the developer. As the onshore pipeline is unprecedented an accompanying
EIS should form part of the overall application.

We refer you to page 5-3 “ There is also a possibility that the gas could contain levels of inorganic
and organic mercury. The total mercury content of the gas is expected to be approximately 3 ng/l.
The condensed water could also contain levels of dissolved mercury. Anticipated levels being
8.5pugl ™. ..

We refer to page 5-15 “ Of the constituents, mercury is the most crucial to remove before discharge.
It is expected that the Terminal water treatment plant will remove the mercury down to EQS levels
before discharge. For zinc and nickel and other constituents, concentrations will be reduced to
approximately ELV levels before discharge. ” 0@

We refer to It is expected Egkﬁ !l

We refer to page 5-6 “ Spanning is most likel to ogw Shallower water where currents and
waves can have a greater effect on seabed s "@}ﬁﬁ\@ or inareas of 1rregu]ar seabed e.g. ice berg
scour zones ”...... 0&

We refer to page 5-7 “ The pipeline route béﬁ)een the subject of two surveys, and the finalised route
is considered to be the best possible ﬁ'oogr%afety and integrity perspectives. ”.....

We refer to page 5-8 with reference to Figure 5.3: Preferred option for Corrib umbilical design and
quote as follows “ It is possible that the umbilical will be installed in two halves, with a mid-point
tie-in approximately 44km from the SDU and 44km from the onshore termination unit ( OTU ). The
OTU will be positioned at the landfall, and be completely buried. It is expected that it will be
constructed of stainless steel ( or possibly a composite ), buried and have approximate dimensions of
2.5m x 1.2m x 1m deep. The OTU provides a connection point between the offshore umbilical and
the onshore umbilical. The structure of the onshore umbilical is likely to be different to that of the
offshore. More details on the onshore umbilical are provided in the Terminal EIS. ” ...

In the Terminal EIS re P00 / 2934 cover enclosed, it is stated on page 4-10 “ The design of this
pipeline segment currently includes an isolation valve near the landfall. It is envisaged that the valve
will be accommodated in a chamber, which will be fully or partially buried within a fenced area. ”

In the gas terminal development description submitted to Mayo County Council by the developer it
refers to the following :

“ an Onshore Terminal Termination Unit ( OTTU ) measuring 2 m long by 1m wide by 2.5 m high,
approximately ”. This was not included in the previous application re: PO1 / 900.

We refer to page 5-9 under the heading 5.5 Umbilical ( Terminal E.I.S. with reference to
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P00 /2934 ) “ This umbilical configuration will require each of the Onshore Umbilical System
elements to be manufactured as 4,350 m long units ( approximately ), with the inclusion of a single
in-line joint / termination unit located immediately before the second river crossing on the northern
bank of the Glenamoy river ( see attached map )” 7).

The OTU mentioned has been included in the planning application re; P03 / 3343 which was granted
by Mayo County Council and is proposed to be constructed at Dooncarton at the landfall.

A * a single in-line joint / termination unit ’ is proposed to be built presumably on our lands before
the crossing of the Glenamoy river, and has not been included in the application for planning
permission.

As only one installation has been included in the planning application whereby permission was
granted, does this deem the application invalid ??? Why has only one been included??? Both
installations should be included in the assessment re the Seveso II Directive as there is an elevated
probability of leaks, ruptures and thus explosions at these joint locations .
The legal requirement which must be implemented as a result of Seveso II is that technical advice on
the risks arising from the establishment(s) must be available when planning decisions are taken and
as there is no mention of ‘a single in-line joint/ termination unit’ in the planning application
submitted by the developer it follows that technical information with respect to it was not taken into
account or assessed by Mayo County Council. .

&S

We refer to page 5-9 re “ Corrib Natural Gas Field Develo m&ﬁf ( Offshore EIS produced for
Enterprise Qil ) *” where it states that “ In addition to co s injection, there will be a
requirement for methanol to be used in larger quantltlg%*start-up and shut-down. During these
penods there is a high potential for hydrate formati herefore a single “ slug ” of methanol, of a
maximum 1m3 in volume is injected at the well to inhibit formation”........

&0
The HSA did not assess the potential for lwﬁ? ® blockages in the upstream pipeline.
They did not assess the reality that a large ion of the upstream pipeline is proposed to traverse
through Coillte forestry and that even i e mature trees are removed to make way for this pipeline
this will not mitigate against the re ng by adjacent trees along the pipeline route, which will
establish( spruce are utilised in forestry plantations due to quick growth characteristics ) fast due to
upheaval of soft peat and thus developing tree roots will penetrate down into the pipeline causing
fatigue factors. We refer to the second Offshore E.I.S. ( October 2001 ) 7.3.3.1 where it is stated in
relation to the South shore of Upstream Crossing Point (i.e. Crossing Three ) that “ The shore at this
point was backed by dense forestry on top of a 2-3m ° cliff * of peat . The upstream pipeline is to
traverse through this cliff. Immediately inland from this area, an area of mature trees were felled by
the ESB to prevent them from hitting off the overhead lines, it is clear to be seen along that stretch of
felling that seed trees have established and are flourishing. The proposed upstream pipeline is to
intersect this area, therefore the same criteria will apply to it. We enclose recent photographs of this
reality { Appendix 1 ).

We refer to page 11-7 and 11.5.1 under the heading Dooncarton Landfall Option ( proposed pipeline
follows a route to shore through Broadhaven Bay Marine SAC and through the landfall at
Dooncarton ( Glengad ) where it passes through an area of “ fer 1o
“ Information obtained from Trial Pit 1 - 01, located approau telyA b ReNesfrom the coast,
suggests that solid rock lies at 3 metres. Sand and gravel overli i i
10 cm of peaty material lying at 1 metre depth. ”
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We refer to page 11-8 and 11.5.2 under the heading Brandy Point Landfall Option and refer to “ A
thin layer of blanket bog overlies the drift on the higher ground immediately behind Brandy Point.”

Blacksod Bay derives its title from the black sod or peat ( turf ). A unique characteristic of
Broadhaven Bay and its associated coastline is that it is underlain with peat beneath the sand. The
majority of regular beaches are entirely composed of sand and gravel however in this case, the
landfall area, both crossings of Sruwaddacon Bay and the river crossing are underlain with peat.
This once again reflects the reality that the Broadhaven Bay area is unsuitable terrain for laying a
pressurised pipeline system

There will be leakages of peat during the trenching operations into the bay and this will have a
devastating effect on marine life.

There is also the potential for the pipe laying vessel ( the Solitaire ) to cause destruction to the
seabed because of its unique sensitive characteristics as outlined above.

We refer to Corrib Offshore EIS 2001: 19.3.2.13.5: “ When a section of the pipeline is laid directly
over a peat substrate, there is the potential for problems with pipe instability as the pipe will float
within the peat. ”

We refer to page NTS-7 “ While it is thought that a vessel from the Spanish Armada was wrecked in
Broadhaven nothing of archaeological importance in the field or along the pipeline route has been
identified in the studies ”...... ,
We refer to page 13-5 re heading 13.6.1 Initial Landfall at Pollat%mffsh beach “Immediately north-
west of the landfall site the lower foreshore is composed of kelp‘covered, medium sized water rolled
stones overlying the beach sands. No archaeology was ngtéc;l this area but it is an area of possible
archaeological potential based on the location of the wg€gk of Dutch East Indiaman the Zeepard, the
wreck of the Spanish Armada vessel, the Santiago Qﬁ%ﬁe potential for submerged fields recorded
by Caulfield (c.1950). 65@;0@«*
&0
We refer to Appendix 2 which refers to* @c\§§ find may lead to Armada shipwreck off Erris ”
dated the 30" August 2000 in the Westem\B&ple newspaper which states “ THE prospect of an
exciting Mayo find relating to the ill-fatgd Spanish Armada was raised last week with the finding, in
Broadhaven Bay, of a ship’s anchor béheved to be from an Armada vessel. Duchas, the Heritage
Service have designated the site a protected area under the National Monuments Act and they are to
examine the area at a later date.”........

The “ Little Egret ™ has returned to Sruwaddacon Bay and its feeding area is located along the
proposed crossing point at the Glenamoy river whereby it enters the bay.

We refer to the second Offshore E.I.S. ( October 2001 ) 7.3.3.1 where it is stated in relation to the
South shore of Upstream Crossing Point ( i.e. Crossing Three ) that “ The shore at this point was
backed by dense forestry on top of a 2-3m  cliff ’ of peat ”. This proposed crossing will involve
traversing deep peatland with associated disturbance and upheaval of mature coniferous trees with
the direct displacement of trees, peat and associated siltation plus the leaching of associated
fertilizers such as rock phosphate and nitrogen directly into the Glenamoy river and Sruwaddacon
Bay. This reality cannot be avoided !

The “ little egret ” has returned to Sruwaddacon Bay and its feeding area is located along the..—
proposed crossing point at the Glenamoy river whereby it enters 3 AM :
An established * Heronry ’ also exists at this location where the p pommy"p? Ine is to
traverse and the little egret associates itself with this heronry . THE -

We refer to Appendix 3 which includes a letter sent to Mr Paul Jo ; an, c/o Cojllte Teoranta re felling
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of trees in area outlined and a reference to a letter from Mr Seamus O’ Connor ( Local Forestry
Officer ) dated the 11/06/04 stating that Coillte were not felling any trees in the area referred to and
that they are aware there is a heronry in this area and “ will always exercise due care and attention
not to disturb same at any time ”.

Coincidentally this area of recent felling also corresponds with the proposed route for the Corrib gas
upstream pipeline and this unauthorised work occurred on the 02/06/04 after our main appeal had
been lodged which included a direct reference to the heronry ( herons have a nesting period from
March-September ) and associated little egret at this location. As the little egret is an Annex 1
species ( present in upper Sruwaddacon Bay for full annual cycle i.e. permanent ) this unauthorised
work represents a serious violation of the Habitats, EIA, and Bird Directive’s. Under these directives
Ireland is obliged to protect the habitats of birds which are vulnerable and present in low numbers.
Habitat protection includes effects from pollution , habitat deterioration, and disturbance. From a
reading of the 1999 EIA Regulations any adverse impacts which might be caused to an SAC or SPA
in a situation where there is a priority habitat or species at risk is subject to the consent of the
European Commission. In January of this year it was reported in the Irish Times newspaper that the
European Commission were going to take Ireland to the European Court of Justice for its continued
failure to protect wild birds. We refer to Appendix 4 entitled “ Ireland loses race to protect wildlife ”
and quote * Ireland has come last in an evaluation by the World Wildlife Federation of how well EU
countries are protecting their species and habitats. ”........

We refer to page 14-10 under the heading 14.7.2.4. Evaluation %ﬁﬁkisting Fauna ( Terminal E.LS.
with reference to P00 / 2934 ) which states “ Notwithstanding, there are some rare species, notably
Little Tern, Corncrake and Crossbill in the locality. Thergﬁoté\é]so likely to be migrants.

<

Little Tern, Corncrake are Annex 1 species. @%@
5
Corncrake ( Crex crex) KO
&

<
“ Corncrakes could occur anywhere in thes\lcﬁﬁy fields along either side of the Sruwaddacon Bay

( see Appendix 14.3 ) and Rossport. The potential for Corncrakes to nest in this area is there
because of suitable habitat. Recent nesting pattern (information from Birdwatch Ireland ) indicates
the following:

e 1999 nests were recorded on the south side of Sruwaddacon Bay ( south of the road ) at Carn
Hill;
1997 a nest site was at Aghoose;
1996- a calling male was recorded just north of Rossport. It then moved south to the north
shore of the bay;

¢ 2000 — no information. ”

We refer to Appendix 5 entitled “ Corncrake numbers are up " in the Western People newspaper

dated the 03/09/03 and quote “ Around Blacksod and Broadhaven Bays, Comncrake numbers i
remained more or less stable, with five birds counted on the Mullet peni € ;
year ), two calling males this year at Valley, Achill, with birds also
at Doohoma, Rossport and Kilgalligan ( near Carrowteige). »

(ol
We refer to Terminal EIS volume 1, re PO3 / 3343 and page 6-18 “ nearest sites 10 the proposed
terminal were recorded from Aghoose and near Pollatomish village in 1997 and 1999 respectively.
The most recent records of calling birds were for Rossport and Carrowteige in 2002 and 2003.”
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Wildfowl/Waders

“ Sruwaddacon Bay has an over-wintering bird population ( Birdwatch Ireland data ) ”........
We refer to Table 14.7: Sruwaddacon Bay — Winter Count 1999

Species : Curlew Count : 20

The Curlew is an Annex 1 species on the “ Red List ” It is present in large numbers in upper
Sruwaddacon Bay where the upstream pipeline is to traverse.

Brent Geese

“ Over — wintering Brent Geese feed on the algal beds ( behind the dunes at western side of the bay )
just south of the bay mouth close to where the proposed pipeline route crosses the estuary. ”

These are listed as Annex 1 species.
Little Terns
“ The likely presence of this species is significant in terms of pos ife disturbance during

construction of the landfalls. In addition to the Tem colony on Eiishderry in Broadhaven Bay, this
species has been nesting on the shingle/sand bars at Polla@éfzﬂ?h ( opposite Rossport ) intermittently

» \O
for fifteen years ”................. oéf&
&
These are listed as Annex 1 species. S
&S
A
Crossbill Qo‘\ N
SR

“ This species occurs in the conifer pl ‘%ons in the locality of the end of the pipeline route near the
Terminal site. It has an early breedi ason — from January to March. ”

We refer to 14.7.2.5 under heading “ Potential for other fauna ” and quote “ Mooreland habitats tend
to be poor in distribution and abundance of mammalian species, whilst many species will occur.
These will include hedgehog, pygmy shrew, several bat species, rabbit, Irish hare, field mouse,
house mouse, brown rat, fox and badger. Species such as red squirrel and American mink would be
occasional. Of especial interest would be the pine martin, widely distributed in Co. Mayo, and the
otter, also commonly found on river systems. The frog and the common lizard are also frequently
found. ” ......

The pine martin has been observed by us personally entering the site via the R314 road.

We refer to 14.8.1.1. under heading “ Landfall construction” * Erosion: “ The sand dunesand .
sand banks at Dooncarton and the mouth of Sruwaddacon Bay are highl i isuch. , - :
exposed sand and with the existing sparse vegetation cover the syste|3 will,gbgw@@ﬁﬁﬂe?a'ble to ’
enhanced erosion during and immediately after construction. Also at s{:,,ﬂ‘gm erosion are the sandy

fields through which the route passes — to the south of the dunes. ” |

This statement admits that there will be potential for erosion to occur. As it stands Shell E & P
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( formerly Enterprise Energy Ireland ) conducted excavation works of the sandy cliff face at
Dooncarton ( Glengad ) resulting in the destruction of Sand Martin’s and their nests in such habitat.
The dunes * machair ” is a priority site and the Sand Martin is an Annex 1 species which has been
placed on the amber list of birds The spoil containing excavated rock, silt, and other beach materials
including in this case the layer of peat referred to earlier was dumped in the Broadhaven marine
SAC and Sruwaddacon Bay SPA thus effecting the ecological balance of the ecosystems. The rock
fragments and associated debris washed up on the nearby pristine beaches. We refer to Appendix 6
per same.

We refer to 14.8.1.1. under * Disturbance “ greatest potential for impact is that of disturbance to the
bird species which frequent the habitats bordering on the landfall site, ”

We refer to 14.8.1.2. under “ Crossing Sruwaddacon Bay ” and “ potential for disturbance of birds
during the construction phase- both in the bay itself and on the shorelines. ”......

We refer to 14.8.1.3. under “ Onshore pipeline construction ” and “ With blanket bog however, the
potential impacts are greater, with a risk of alteration of floristic composition as a result of
compaction and possible effects on the hydrology of the blanket . There is also a low risk of
chemical effects due to the possible introduction of extranequsghaterials during the construction
phase. ” o&\\oﬁ\

&S

SO
Q
We refer to table 14.8 : Summary Development egﬁie&t of pipeline route on bird species re: Rossport
O

option, B
oo*i\o\’\
Route Impact, < Comment
Rossport Option Poteg}ﬁily high Sensitive habitats / birds —
& Sand dune, beach, Little
Tern, Comncrake and other
birds.

Fauna - general comments

“ Potential impacts include short-term loss of habitat and wildlife refuse, loss of bat roosting sites,
destruction of badger setts, and impacts on watercourses ( sedimentation and pollution ).”

We refer to 14.9.2. under heading “ Re-routing ” where it is stated “ in the case of sensitive areas the
most acceptable mitigation measure from an ecological viewpoint would be to re-route the pipeline
away from the sites completely. This has been undertaken during the selection of the proposed route,
from the landfall to the terminal

Why so was the upstream route realigned to follow a different path if the above as stat % "‘"\1
accepted as a mitigation measure from the landfall to the terminal 77?? ?jg_gﬂ'dposai to |
traverse through our private forestry plantation which was the rouf§ pro Rire erence to the '
Terminal EIS re P00/2934 referred to under 14.9.2. above, and the Yecisi E_:cg;ll.nr-ﬂm' route and
traverse through our reclaimed fields without any consultation and ﬁﬁl’mportﬂlt!y without any

=,
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assessment of the ground suitability, range of habitats present on site, type of underlying ground
rock, archaeology assessments etc for planning application P01/900.

We refer to page 14-17 and heading 14.9.8. re Fauna — Birds “ From consultations with Duchas it
appears that there is no serious objection to the route from the landfall and across Sruwaddacon Bay
Providing there is minimal disturbance to the bird populations. ”

How does one reconcile this statement with the above paragraph and with the listings below 77777

EU Birds Directive Annex | Species relevant to Glenamoy Bog SAC and Broadhaven
Bay SAC include the following:

¢ Little egret — present in upper Sruwaddacon , disturbed by unauthorised work re established grey heronry
( two extensive heronry's exist in upper Sruwaddacon )
e Whooper swan - present in Carrowmore Lake, a visitor in our fields
Greenland White- fronted Goose — Glencullen area { will be affected by haul road construction ), refer to
Terminal EIS re P03/ 3343, page 6-19 under Carrowmore Lake Complex cSAC

¢ Bamacle Goose — visitor in Sruwaddacon Bay

¢ HenHarrier - present at Terminal site and/or surrounds  ( refer to page 8-14, Terminal EIS re P03/3343)

e Corncrake - presentin Rossport

e Lithe Tem - atlandfall

¢ Kingfisher — referred to in EIS

e Red Grouse - potentiaf to be present on Terminal site, in the past presegin Rossport/Barhauve commonage

e Curlew - present in abundance in Sruwaddacon Bay vé‘

&
The Red List includes the foliowing species, along with their matching@‘i@a of Declining breeders (D), Historically
declining (H) and Global conservation concern (G): & &\0*
S
All of these species are or have been present on the prcposed@ﬁ%ﬁ\nal ( refinery ) site and / or its surrounds including the
area zoned for the upstream pipeline route, é,;\\OQQ@s
N
KO
¢ HenHamier - Declining breeders ( D) &
ES
¢ Corncrake - Declining breeders, ngﬁ?ﬁcally declining, and a Global conservation concern { D, H, G)
3
¢ Red Grouse - Declining t:'reedg@d (D)
@)
e  Curlew - Declining breeders (D)

With respect to the presence of the Hen Harrier on site, in the NPWS ( Duchas ) report re P03/ 3343 it is referred to

* Under Bellagelly South site “ and 1.7 * Hen Harriers * A species listed on Annex 1 of the E.U. Birds Directive were
recorded on the site in March, June, and November 2001. This suggests breeding in the locality. A survey should be
carried out at the appropriate time of year prior to commencement of any works to establish if Hen Harriers are breeding
in area with a view to devising mitigation measures to minimise disturbance during the breeding season if breeding is
recorded *

The Hen Harrier is an Annex | species on the red list.

Is it any wonder then that Shell E & P Ltd have appealed the condition re the Hen Harrier survey to be carried out 2. They
also consider a condition set by the planning authority, that no vegetation be removed from the site outside of the
breeding season to protect avian wildlife as * unreasonable and impractical’.

NPWS report re P03/3343 under 2.7 * It should be noted that the reference to Bird species on Annex Il of the EU Habitats
Directive is incorrect and should read Annex { of Bird Directive *

The Amber listincludes the following species, along with their matching criteria of :

I

Wintering/Passage species (W) which are internationally important or recoTlEE‘-’
European conservation concern (E)

Breeding species (B), with moderate decline, rare/sporadic breeding and/or intemationaily important or localised:
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o  Comorant (B)

e Little egret (B)

e WhooperSwan (B ,E)

s Greenland White-fronted Geese (W)

= Barnacle Goose (W)

e Brent Goose (W)

*  Snipe (B)

¢  Woodcock {(B,E) observed during March 2001 survey. About 14 birds ( refer to Termina! EIS re
P03/3343 )

e Little Temn (B,E)

e Cuckoo (B)

» Kingfisher (B,E)

e  Sandmartin (B)

o Swallow (B) K4

There is a Cormorant { long term } present in the upper reaches of Sruwad n Bay. It feeds along the mouth of the
Glenamoy river as it discharges into the bay ( coincidentally this is alséthﬁ rea for upstream pipeline ) . It can also be
observed near Muingnabo bridge at the river bed. o?'p Q‘b

With reference to the little egret please refer to statement ead@ @ﬁ'us observation. Its habitat has been violated in the
area of the upstream route, and disturbed which is a majo ¢e with respect to the Birds Directive. We refer you to
hitp:/Amwvww.castlebar.ie/clubs/mayo-birdwatch/  and Ma&é’ﬁg@ report survey conducted by Tony Murray which refers to

the following:
\C’OQ

O

Little Egret (Egretta garzetta). S 3

1 Killala Bay 14/01/03 an again from 22412/03 into 2004, 1 Leam Lough, Mullet peninsula 20 to 23/09/03,

1 Sruwaddacon Bay on 04/12/03 (LA, JK, TM, DS).

Whooper Swans also frequent the area and have been present in our fields proposed for the upstream route.

The Snipe is also present in abundance in the upper Sruwaddacon Bay area and feeds along proposed upstream pipeline
route area as the sand is soft for burrowing. It elso feeds and is present in our fields.

We have heard the Cuckoo caliing in the Coillte forestry oppasite the village of Gortacragher.
Sandmartins are present at the landfall as referred to earlier. Their habitat has been interfered with by Shell at landfall.

Swallows are regular annual visitors in Gortacragher and have abundant nesting sites in the area,

With respect to Carrowmore lake we also quote from Mayo Bird report survey conducted by Tony Murray whi

the foflowing:
AN BORD PLEANA
Goosander (Mergus merganser). TIME )Z
1 male at Carrowmore Lake on 13/01/03, 09 JuL 004
LTR-DETED ____________FF’OM
PL : e ———. |
9
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Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus).

Date Ne. Location Observers Notes

05/05/2002 1 Carrowmore Lake. DS

The Goosander is an Annex 1 species on the Amber list and is a Breeding species (B), with moderate decline,
rare/sporadic breeding and/or internationally important or localised.

We &lso refer to the following per same:

* American Golden Plover (Pluvialis dominica) 3)
Adult on Annagh Beach, Mullet Peninsula 18/09/03, juvenile at Sruwaddacon Bay on 11/10/03 and an aduit
at Leam Lough, Mullet Peninsula 13/10/03 to 19/10/03 (LA, TM, DS).

The Golden Plover is an Annex 1 species under the Amber list and is a Breeding species (B), with moderate decline,
rare/sporadic breeding and/or internationally important or localised.

Re the NPWS report re P03/3343 under 2.1 ® Srahmore site — the crucial issue from a nature conservation
perspective is not the impact of peat deposition at the Srahmore site itself but the avoidance of any adverse impacts on
down stream sites of conservation importance . oéz'

" Tullaghan Bay is internationally important for Brent Geese, and is vi reenland White Fronted Geese. Itis also
widely used by several others including Wigeon ,Teal, Ringed Ploveré% en Plover,Oyster catcher, Curlew, Bar-tailed
Godwit, Redshank, Dunlin, Sanderfing.

0& o\
Bringing in mechanical diggers, pile drivers and trucks in su@%:?vould have the potential to disturb comerakes , hen
harriers and other species nesting nearby. This is also th en the wild Salmon and sea trout are passing through
to the Glenamoy river and their smolt are leaving for > We refer to Terminal EIS re P00/2934 where it is stated on
page 5-2 that * It is recognised that local watercou s afe key locations for the spawning and hatching of fish, especially
salmon. Any release of sediment or chemicals intor%l ercourse during sensitive periods will cause fatalities in the fish
population.” \5\

The Glenamoy river supports an imponaﬁ? population of Atlantic salmon , a species listed on Annex 11 of the
Habitats Directive as rare and threatened within Europe. This river supports a healthy and viable population.
Carrowmore lake supports brown trout. We refer to an article in the Western People newspaper recently
entitled Belmullet sewerage report and “A marine survey carried out on Broadhaven Bay indicated a poor
level of dispersion and it is for this reason that disposal in Blacksod Bay is being looked at” this statement
totally contradicts Shells assessment of Broadhaven Bay with respect to the dispersal into open sea of the
discharge from the Terminal (Refinery ).

We refer to Appendix 7 which give an insight into the reality which this proposal will have on the fishing industry.

Page 6-2 under heading 6.2 Site clearance and Preparation also refers to * Suitable repositories for the peat to be
removed from the Terminal construction site are being investigated in consultation with Mayo County Council, Coillte,
Bord na Mona and the NW Regicnal Fisheries Board. Some of the peat is intended to be used to create berms to
minimise the visual impact of the Terminal. It is intended to redistribute the peat within the local forestry area.”

With reference to the above statement it would appear that Bord na mona are not highly competent when it comes to the
issue of peat removal. How would berms be created from liquid peat ?7??? This unrealistic reality re the peat i
reflected once again re P03 /3343,

pPLE

There are badgers and otters present in the area. Otters are present on&ﬂc%glwad
Rossport and have been observed swimming up towards the Glenaymh W e a
protection under the Habitats Directive.
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In the proposed Bellanaboy Bridge Terminal EIS, volume 1 produced in December 2003 re

P03/ 3343 it is mentioned on page 6-9 under section 6.3.4. “ Fauna ( non avian )” that “ However,
a number of species of interest were noted on site, including badger Meles Meles, abundant frog
Rana temporaria, and a pine martin Martes martes, ( observed by others in 2001 and in 2003 ).
Although the presence of otter Lutra lutra was expected in the initial survey ( owing to the high
abundance of frog as prey ) no otter signs were found. However , in the late April 2003 survey
considerable otter activity was identified at the east of the site and also close to the badger setts at
the north-west of the site.” We refer to page 6-11 re Otter’s being “present on the nearby Aghoose
river and on adjoining lakes and esturies”..... “ Many otter sprainting sites were found ( in spring
2003 ) along a small drain or steam which runs roughly north-south through the eastern immature
plantation, just inside the site boundary”..........

Bats are also protected under the Habitats Directive, we refer to page 6-10 “ A bat survey was
conducted on site”............ we refer to page 6-12 and “ a single species being recorded, the
common pipistrelle pipistrellus pipistrellus ( and it is anticipated that several of Ireland’s bat species
could occur in the area ( O’Sullivan, 1994; Richardson, 2000 ) .. ...

Re: Survey Constraints “ March 2001 — An outbreak of Foot & Mouth Disease had imposed
restrictions on access to farmland so survey was restricted solely to the proposed terminal site”........
The outbreak of Foot & Mouth Disease did not impose restrictions on representatives of Enterprise
Energy Ireland calling to our residence at that time 777777? (\é\\,
’\.

We refer to the Terminal EIS re P03 / 3343 and quote ﬁ'qﬁi\gzg\ 8. “ Rock blasting will not be
necessary ... This statement contradicts previous El%ofﬁayo County Council subsequently
decided to grant a condition re blasting which was Qé%a%enungly requested by the developer 777?

d»
We refer to the Terminal EIS re P03 /3343 agf qwfote from page 8-9 under 8.4.2. Global Stability
“Two failures of peat slopes have recently@cgﬂ}red ( 2003 ), one close to the site at Pollatomish and
one at Derrybrien, Co. Galway ”....... ( Rogﬂé? to Appendix 8 per same ).

&

o
We refer to Terminal EIS ( December 2003 ) and page 5-14 under heading 5.4.3 Manning
Philosophy of the new plant “ It is currently estimated that the total terminal staff will be in the
region of 50 people. ”..........We refer to Appendix 9 re article in Connaght Telegraph newspaper
dated 16/02/2000 and quote as follows “ He confirmed there would be few jobs provided by
Enterprise Oil in providing a reception terminal at a forest location near the coastline in Broadhaven.
It will involve around five to six jobs of a highly technical nature. The facility will be responsible for
keeping the gas flowing and ensuring it is clean. It is what happens after the gas is piped out of
Broadhaven that will focus our attention over the coming months, added Mr Molloy.”

We also enclose under Appendix 9 an article in the Western People newspaper dated 19/07/2000
entitled “ Gas contracts going to Donegal as Mayo looks on.“

A new Offshore EIS should have been produced to take into account the lack of consultation re a

whale and dolphin survey for assessment by the public. Has an assessment been taken re presence of
Coral reef offshore 77?7?

We refer to the “ request for further information by Mayo Coun
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As the further information submitted was not complete, per example response was totally inadequate
re “stability of the pipelines constructed in deep peat soil” under the planning regulations, Mayo
County Council should not have granted permission on a totally inadequate response.

We refer to page 5-17 of Terminal EIS ( December 2003 )} under Tourism. We do not agree that “ the
long term impacts on tourism and recreation as a result of terminal operation will be negligible in
terms of their magnitude”

We refer to Appendix 10 which features a Mayo naturally promotional brochure and features
Sruwaddacon Bay and its surrounds on its cover as an enticement factor for tourists. Mayo naturally
promoters obviously saw the tourism potential with respect to this area when they decided to use it
as promotional material. Who would want to come to an area which is a health and safety hazard
zone??7?777?

We also refer to an advertisement placed by Mayo County Council in the local newspapers with
respect to a photography competition. The promotional area in Mayo assigned for this advert is
Sruwaddacon Bay which once again demonstrates the tourism potential for this area.

We refer to page 5-15 under 5.4.5. “ Health and Safety ”, which states that “ Under the Seveso I
Directive, the Operator has a general duty to take all measures necessary to prevent major accidents
and limit their consequences to persons and the environment”. This has not been carried out as our
main appeal to An Bord Pleanala demonstrates ( Project Splitting ). We refer to Appendix 11 which
refers to a letter sent to us by Mr Tom Beegan ( Chief Executive ) ¢f the Health & Safety Authority
(N.A.O.S.H.), the letter includes “ As a farmer you are require@éy law to keep yourself and other
persons on your farm safe. Under Health and Safety law Xo‘Q@ﬁust identify hazards and assess risks
on your farm, and set out the safety control measurengé?eeh‘Bve inplace.”............

NN
The Chief Executive Mr Tom Beegan applies hi\;j@l%ention to deal with general farm safety
hazards and informs us to “ Please take the ﬁWead the enclosed document ” , meanwhile Mr
John Colreavy of the Process Industries Un&tﬁ@he HSA ( NAOSH ) is afforded the opportunity to
sign off on a dangerous concept which is lﬁgﬁecedented and which creates a health and safety hazard
which has not existed previously and MrBeegan requires us to fill in a form re self-assessment re
hazards on our farm. Mr Beegan does#iot make any attempt to sign off and verify Mr Colreavy’s
assessment. This whole saga represe?its double standards.

We refer to a letter from An Bord Pleanala dated the 25™ June 2001 ( Appendix 12 ) which states
under Item 5 that “ There is no record of the Board having Professional Indemnity Insurance. ”

If this dangerous concept is allowed to proceed as planned and an explosion occurs resulting in
injured people and casualties ( a very high probability statistically speaking ) who will carry the
responsibility with respect to compensation claims which will run into millions 77777

What insurance companies are going to insure our private residential properties and associated lands
from this unprecedented dangerous concept 7777?

With respect to P01/900 the Board stressed in their summing up of the findings that “ Finally, the
Board noted that alternatives are available for the development of the Corrib Gas Field.

This statement in our opinion illustrated that the Board were willing to fagilitate-the developers in a
realistic manner. The Board by offering this alternative indicated ilrcould be developed in a
sustainable fashion with real substantial benefits as opposed to t pln;opusal for Ballinaboy Bridge.

~r

. 12
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We refer to Appendix 13 which gives an insight into “ Corrib gas delay is a chance for a major
rethink ” by Mr Colm Rapple. We wish to state that we have read all the other appeals in relation to
appellants and that our comments on the overall EIS’s are taken from the point of view of having
perused other appeals which have covered various sections of the EIS’s thus avoiding repetition.

We consider that this proposal will have a significant detrimental effect upon the interests of a
candidate Special Area of Conservation, upon breeding Annex 1 species (Birds Directive) and upon
the landscape, scenic qualities and wildland character of the area. We disagree with the conclusions
in the Environmental Statements that the proposal complies with international, national and local
policy as it has not, in our view, satisfactorily demonstrated this. International Directives have been
violated with specific detail to the SEVESO Directive, the Birds Directive, and the Habitats
Directive.

We ask that An Bord Pleanala refuse planning permission for this dangerous unprecedented concept.

We are informed that there is no charge re this observation as we are party to an appeal lodged with
the Board re P03 /3343.

Yours sincerely,
@.
v\\d‘o
&
Signed by: o@;@
AN
\Qo\‘y“
O
Brid Mc Garry B.Agr Sc ( Food Science & Cl}egﬁ‘n\;ks‘try )
S
<<Q\ \\‘\\Q
R
&
&
On Behalf of: &
Brid Mc Garry Beid ™M Ceage :{; :
Teresa Mc Garry Jenz.aa, Mc Ga.v v Lf
v d
Encs: Appendices 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13. AN BORD PLEANALA
Y
TIME_.__--"'"B ;

0g
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Bopendioc 3

To: Helen
From : Brid Mc Garry (fax no. 097 88082 for acknowledgement)
No. of pages : 2

Attn.  Noel Sheehan
National Parks and Wildlife Service
7 Ely Place
Dublin 2

02/06/04

Dear Mr Sheehan,

Please find attached a map showing the Glenamoy cﬁc and Sruwaddacon SPA
area in north County Mayo. The area enmrclqu M established heronry. The Little
Egret located in the upper reaches of Sru%ﬁﬁ&acon Bay also associates itself with
this heronry and feeds in this area. Fr@&‘gg«i‘ﬁy observations today it would appear
that Coillte personnel are mtendm(gﬁ%“cut down trees in this particular area. I
request that the National Parks m@ﬁvlldhfe Service ask Coillte to avoid felling in this

area for the reasons outlmedﬁbve

Yours sincerely

Brid Mc Garry TIME

e T

AN BORD PLEANALA |
ny |

e

09 Jut j-'
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Gortacragher

Rossport
Ballina
Co Mayo
097 88082
30th June 2004
Mr Paul Jordan
c/o Coillte Teoranta (The Irish Forestry Board)
Regional Office
Government Buildings
Cranmore Road
Sligo
Re : Felling of trees in area outlined
Dear Mr Jjordan,

&
S
Please find enclosed a copy of my letter to Mr. Seamus O’ Cortﬁbr (Local Forestry Officer) dated
8th June 2004 and his response to same dated 11/06/04 sg\tﬁgfﬁ that Coillte were not felling any trees
in the area I referred to and that they are aware there §£&eronry in this area and “will always
exercise due care and attention not to disturb same(\af@} time”
4
I enclose five original photographs taken on 1@?@&3004 depicting recent felling and disturbance to
nesting herons in the area outlined in my c%g@spondence
6\
Photos numbered 1 and 2 show recentﬁﬁmg and evidence of a mechanical digger in use at the time
of fetling, photo number 3 shows theé area of felling in relation to Sruwaddacon Bay (SPA), photo
number 4 shows a specific marker in the area of felling and photo number 5 shows a heron’s nest
adjacent to area of felling.

Coincidentally this area of felling also corresponds with the proposed route for the Corrib gas
upstream pipeline.

I request that Coillte investigate this matter as outlined and as Coillte personnel did not fell the trees
(as clarified above) who carried out this unauthorised work?

Yours sincerely

;! rm’;" ™ BORD PLL '&.{.*fd. e

i
'-‘-l-—L.,--_E".

Brid Mc Garry i 09 Jij -
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To: Maureen Burke
From : Brid Me Garry (please fax acknowledgement to 097 88082)
No of pages : 2

Attn, Seamus O’ Connor
Local Forestry Officer
c/o Coillte Teoranta
District Office
Davitt Ilouse
Castlebar
Co, Mayo
Phone 094 9021255
Fax 094 9021480

§th June 2004
Dear Mr O’ Connor

[ contacted the National Parks and Wildlife Service on 02/06/04 and informed them that it appeared
that Coitlte personnel were felling trees in the Glenamoy ¢SAC area and adjoining Sruwaddacon Bay

SPA in north County Mayo.

I attach a map showing the area in question (circled) whicl is an egﬁﬁlshed heronry. The Little

Egret (a protected species) associates ilsell with this heroms, ;gﬁl feeds in this area. Mr. Tony

Murtay (local Dichas now N.P.W.8S. ranger flor north M’Rg@?on following up this complaint

inforned me this morning that he contacted lelt@%&hnnsl and that they stated that they were

nol in thie nrea in question. Would you plenseé@il\{g{w.ledge by return of fax or letter that Coillte
RO

personnel did nol cut trees in the area qpet@ﬁq@?
QQ

&
Yours sincerely P
Brid Mc Garry
Gortncragher
Rossporl
Batlina
Co. Mayo
Phone No. 097 88858
Fax No. 097 88082

AN BORD PLEAM |
TIME__ BY___ 1

09 JUL Z.

S — _
[
i
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Appendis L

Monday, July 2, 2001

Ireland loses race to protect wildlife

By Judith Crosbic

Ireland has come last in an evaluation by the World Wildlife Federation of how well EU
countries are protecting their species and habitats. Ms Sandra Jen, of the WWT, said lack of
political will to implement fully the European Commission’s directive on habitats was one of the
issues that emerged during the evaluation. There were loo few protected sites and the
environmental legislation was inadequate, she said. Ms Jen added that although the Republic
benefited [rom structural funds, these were not being used in a constructive way towards
sustainable development. An Taisce has called on the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and
the Istands to speed up the process ol protecting species and habilats before the European
Commission imposes penalties on regional aid. Progress on the implementation of the Habitats
Directive is presented as a 30km race in the WWF report, entitled Race to Protect Europe's
Natural Heritage.

The report is based on the answers (o a questionnaire which lockeg at legal aspects of
implementation of the Habitats Directive, which protects habit@@s and species and puts plans into
practice. EU member-states were given points or "kilon@hg@“ for each question answered
positively. Of the 14 slates examined, the Republic o ﬁg&ﬂnd is in last place, with 8km out of
30km. Just ahead of Ireland were Greece on 12km & &]ermany, Spain and Portugal on 13km.
While Denmark came out on top with 21km, “,‘%o W?" said all the countries questioned were
behind on habitat and species protection. Evegy g€adline for implementing the Habitats
Directive, adopted in 1992, was broken, it sa “"The longer it takes to finish the race to
implement Europe's most important nauﬁ‘%@fmsewation law, the longer habitats and species will
be vulnerable to inappropriate conslruc\l@% projects,” Ms Jen said.

Ms Shirley Clerkin of An Taisce safll: "It is regrettable that once again Irel . iopbe
i . . ; Al L
playing its part (o protect habilats and species. "The Gov ; oﬁﬁ@h& LEL
recommendations from the European Commission, the A vocmaér , the Btirgpean-Cpurl of
Justice, the Irish nonf-govemmenlal .organisali(_)n.s and no WWIF Sai—fi}: '.l"“_ is lime
they heeded the advice and entered into the spirit of the Hdpitats Directjy8. whikh has at its very
core sustainable development and quality of life.”
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corncrake numbers are up
3.0, 3\a\o

FIGURES just released by
BirdwWateh Ireland show a
95% increase in the West
of lveland Cornerake pop-
ulation this summer. More
birds were confirmed in
coastal Slign, Mayo and
Galway in 2003 than were
found in any year since
grants to protect this
endangered species were
first introduced, ten years
Ago.

'The most subslantial
increases locally were on
the Connemara islands.
with at [east five birds on
Inishbolin (Galway) -
most heard here since the
19808 - four on nearb
Omey Istand, two on Inish

turbot and one on Mween-
ish, nenr Carna - the first
heatd here in 15 years. and
a sign that thls endan-
gared species can return
fo former haunts

Around Blacksed and
Broadhnven Bays, Corn-
crake numbers remained
more or less stable, with
five birds counted on the
Mutlet peninsula (up from
three fast year), two call-
ing males this year at Val-
ley, Achill, with 50
retu T
es at Doohoma, Ross:
port and Kilgalligan (near
Carrowteige).
Elsewhere in g
rmed to

Doughmakeon, near
Louisburgh, to the north
coast near Ballycastle i
to the Lough Conn area,
with one calling male at
each of these lJocations.
One bird heard ealy in
the season just outside
Weslport may lave been
the same one later repmt-
ed around Mulranny, at
Rockfleet and late in the
season at Reonah. In Sligoe,
two calling birds returned
to their traditional site at
aghly Point, near Lis-
sgdell, with one also call-
fig from the grounds of
Easky castle in the early
part of the season

Q\Q?&nd\fbc
)
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Press Slatement — 14" August 2002

Corrib Gas Field:

Joe Higgins calls on Minister for the Marine
and Natural Resources to make Shell Qi
halt huge excavation at Glenfad Beach
until An Bord Pleanala decides refinery/
terminal location

Joe Higgins T.D.
Socialist Party

Shell Ol is involved in a huge excavation at Glenfad e%r*h Morth Mayo, through
its member company Enlerprise Energy freland. t}ﬁ?;:]‘?a.*-",sn.re tonnage of rock, silt
and beach malerials is being dumped offshor Cﬁ( a great risk lo the local
ecological balance. \Q 3«

This is in flagrant breach of the spirit of~§s§zl§ord Pleanala’s decision of 21 June
2002 (PL 16.126073) which called omg?ﬁ@She!l Company lo consider alternatives
for processing the raw gas other thandhe proposed site at Ballinaboy, for which
the Glenlad works are being carne{;R ut. Enterprise Energy treland has unti 20"
September to respond to the BG

N
However, the huge disturbaftes being carried out at Glenfad is on the
presumption that there will be no change o the original plan.

An Bord Pleanala has raised the most serious questions abeut the viability of
consiructing an onshore facility at Ballinaboy, particularly with regard to the
storage of the 600,000 cubic meters of peat that is proposed to be excavaied and
the “significant environmentat cost” caused by the “visual obstructivenass” of {he
{aciiity.

Such is the latitude given by the Fianna Fail/ Progressive Denjpcral Governmeaent
to this gas exploralion operation, that Shell apparent =it ckn treat the local

people and their environment with contempt EP&%N‘ A\
I have wrilten urgently to the [dia fﬁoﬂﬁlarm _and Natulal Resources
Dermot Ahern, requesting hirklo | M«al Glenfad stoppet! until the
question of the final location fol 4w s%i@; fakility 1s resolved.

For further information, contagt Joe Higgins T.D. at (01) 618-3038
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e : - : _ els of such metals in seafoods were Bog/Sruwaddacon Bay area,” he said. - This required detailed ﬁ_._wma.m..s_
£ .m.w,ﬂmo.cm questnin: | 4 pact of the Gas Ter-  ;uona iow, The behaviour of sich ~ The survey mentioned a few birds,.  professional marine biologists using
BE».—u. UHOUOmn& for WNEENGO% in North zm<ou on the envi- melals was highly unpredictable in  including passing H_Hma_o_.. of corm-  scuba gear and delailed shoressur-

e B coastal environments, especially given  crakes and crosshills. Comerakes are . Seagrass beds were a feature of

ronment, on. flora and fauna of the area, on m..mgbm and the lack of information on possible  regarded as an endangered species . ﬁ.m_._mmam Biacksod Bay. Did such a

marine life and on the health of people living in the area have been
raisedjn a document produced by a University scientist.

Dr; Alex Rogers of the School of
Ocean and Earth- Science, University
of: Southamplon; England, says the
development proposert lor North Mayo
would appear to offer fittle to the local
community while at the very least i
would have stongly, negative effecls
ontheir environment. 5

“Threals are possible from this
development to the focal fishing
grounds, wildiife and future patential
as a tourist area. While Ireland has an
urgent requirement for expansion of
the offshore hydrocarbon Industry,
caré should ba taken not to destroy the
couniry’s natural herilage that, in the

WM&&.% west coasl, is among the
i

Q\PQQW\ C)\\i)(“_
-

most heautiful and unspaitt in Europs,”
he said.

He was asked to comment on the
Eridge Terminal proposal and Corrib
Natural Gas Field Environmental
Impact Assessments by Enterprise Oil
Jreland by Paddy and Mary O'Donnefl,

<Porturiin, who. own Porturiin,Shelffish

which employs twelve people in the
aned.

At the weekend Mr. O'Donnell said
it was now up to the Govemment and
other agencies to protect the people of
the area. "Salman will have quatas and
all we will have teft will be the shelffish
industry. The Minister, Mr. Fahey must
come out and pratect the people on
this. If we do not succeed on this we
are finished,” he said.

Dr. Rogers said the gas lerminal
site would be a substantial develop-
ment of some 44 hectares arsa. The
sile would have an immediate and
substantial impact on the surrounding
countryside which at present cansisted
of largety undeveloped counirysids.

The plant was required for treat-
ment of natural gas from the Comb
field and processes would include
removal of produced water, lormation
water and hydrocrbon condensates
from the gas follawed by injection of
gas odorisers and prepaation of the
gas for domestic consumption.

The plant would be buill aver a

w2t

period of two years and it would
requite subsequent modification, prob-
ably after five years, as gas pressure
from the well decreased, Addilional
modifications might be required after

. product in began for instattation, of
*mercury removal-facilities.for pmdyged
.. and. formation

ters. Flarming rught

occer from the piét-during abnermal
operating 83&8«%@ during emer-
gencies. s

Produced waler m__%@am__e_

walers would be released’l) an

ouliflow pipe into mamn_&w@e 2y

some 4 km, ofishare. 5. 4
Referring to the Environ

chemical discharges from the lemminal.
He went on fo say quantities of
methanol released with discharged

water would seem to be quite high; sig-"

nificant quantities of nitrogen dioxide
would be released into the air around
the plant, along with particulate maten-
als and volatile organic compounds.
Even though. nitergen dioxide: concen-
trations:were predicted.io’be below
recommended levels he asked was
there any evidence for risks fo heaith
{rom such discharges?

*One of the justifications for the
location of the terminal in Mayo is an
economic one. However, it s predicled
thal the plant wil usually operale with
17 staff and up to 8 visitors. Given that

\,@m__g workers are [ikely to have skills

Impact Assessments for this facifity he ¢, Tt available to the focal community

said it seemed likely thal some conta-
mination of fluids discharged from the
outfall pipes would be contaminated
with heavy metals including mercury.
The ElAs admit thal the exact nature of
mercury compounds released and
quantities were unpredictable,

The E!A said that contaminants
may accumulate in shelifish exploited
by local fishermen in the area but then
cited a single reference as evidence
that food-chain biomagnification did
not accui.

Dr. Rogers gave other references to
shaw this did occur and said that in
extreme cases bioaccumulation of
heavy metals, especially mescury, had
led to human deaths. Acceptable lev-

“Ays4stilication wouid seem lo be
Rm”.%. pgers said.

yp, tigwever, might have consid-
erable potential as a tourist area,
especially as parts of lreland
becams developedoA gas terminal
may detract from the’areas nalural
beauty and harm this induslry that may
have a longer life than the gas temi-
nal.

*) must raise serious cONCerns
regarding the assessment of the habi-
tats and species to ba affected by this
development. These assessed vegela-
tion in the area and mentioned the
occumence of some bird species. Little
attention seems to be paid to the SACs
in the area, especially Glenamoy

Their habitats, both in Ireland and in
their wintering grounds in Africa, are
under severe threat. Numbers had
faflen dramatically and now there were
anly four areas in Ireland where small
pepopulations of these. birds were
found. One of these areas was the
Mullet, Peninsula.

Tt

minal:and el us
cem al natidnalRvel and:on this

alone the plan§'presented in the ElAs

should be reconsidsred. | neagnie

Is passed.on the presence bf

said.

He went on o say he found the
veys camied oul of the marine faula
both in the intertidal zone, shallow su

tidal and offshore uninformative. O .

shore sampling consisted of a series of
cores around the Comib field. Species
lists of the macrofauna found in these
cores were presented in the report with
useless comments on how simitar they

were 10 each other. There seemed fo :

have been litile effort to camy out sen-
ous comparisons with similar sampling
programmes elsewhera along the
Atiantic Margin.

"Likewise a few day grabs of the
inshore area were of no us in assess-
ing the diversity of the shallow water

fauna and flora in the Belmullet area. |

Lag

.Lmaﬁm?m&w&u_aai&.wﬁ over 350m depfitat

habitat occur in the area covered-by
the report.?

Dr. Rogers asked if allernative
options had been considered. For
exampie, was it possible {o site the ter-
mingl at Bellaconck where there was
already a peat-fired power staiiom, or

.aven in Galway where the link-up ¥

s syglom was proposed.Zafey
discussed diffculties of placing’a *

waler, but-BP i floating faciities in
deeper wafer offithe west coast of
Scotland.

pine martins: and.red squirretsy” ML
- ly

(sl
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WESLERN PEOPLE
Wednesday, April 25¢h, 2001

Clean natural gas - at what price?

UMANN IASCAIRI CHOIS COSTA IORRAIS (Erris
Inshore Fishermen’s Association) is a newly formed group,
representing the fishermen and fishing industry of the Erris
area. The concerns highlighted by the Association are not only of
those involved in the fishing industry but of many of the people of
Erris. Their greatest fears regarding the potential negative impact
the Corrib Natural Gas Field Development will have on the Erris
area, have been confirmed by the technical advice and independent

information they have received from the following:

NUI Galway - Chemistry
Department, NUI Galway -
Occanography Department,
Marine Institute - Marine
Environment & Health Ser-
vices Dhvision, Irish Fisher-
men’s Association, Wildlife
TrustsWWF UK, University
Of Southampron - Oceanog-
raphy Department and Inde-
pendent Ecologist & Manne
Biologise

The group has met with
Enterprise Energy Ireland
Lid on rwo occasions. Fur-
ther to their last meeung,
they are awaiting a response
from EEI regarding their
proposals.

Brian © Cathamn {Manag-
ing Durector, EEI) sent a let-
ter on March 9th,
confirming that due ro the
FMD crisis, that EE} will not
be holding any public meet-
ings in the immediate furure.
However, they are currendy
carrying cut some prelimi-
nary works/surveying on
both the terminal sice Broad-
haven Bay!!

Mt O Cathain also stated
in fus letter that “since July
of last year, Enterprise has
engaged 1n an extensive
process of consultarion with
the local community and
various interest groups. Dur-
ing rthis tume we have held
more than 150 meenngs
with arganisations and indi-
vidual members of the Mayo
community. These meetings
have been both open and
detailed and have been of

selves who orgamised the ini-
nal meeting with EEL The
last meering the Association
held wath EEI was on Janu-
ary 31st, 2001, Ac this meat-
g, EEI confirmed thar they
would revert to the Fisher-
men’s Associanon with out-
standing information and a
further meeting within six
weeks. To dare this has not
happened.

The Assoctation also feel
that further public consulta-
tion with the people of Erns
is urgently required. Surely
this 1s a very meagre request,
as the projected investment
will be over ‘£500 million™!!
Maybe at a public meeung
EEIl may now be able to con-
firm what ‘benefit to the
commusuty’ this project will
be!!

The Fishermen's Associa-
tion would like to convey
their disappoinement ar how
the auchorities have dealt
with their request for infor-
mation. The Association
requested a copy of the plan-
ming applicanion submiteed
1o Mayo Counry Council, be

ut on display in che Belmul-
et Council office for perusal
by the public. This would
relieve them of undertakin
the one hundred mile roun
trip to Castlebar to view the
documents. kn reply, Mayo
County Counci] stared thar
they would be unable to *pur
on permanent display’ the
Planning Application but
...*..nw s.n:._n_ Wn._n_nne..o:n..no

&

i)

departments
offices unwillng flay the
fears of the people b Erris?

Why are our requesd® for
public tnformauni
rejected? We are onl
rowing this earth to han
to the next generation <
surely the people of Erris
should have some say n the
inhentance they are passing
an!!’ they said.

The Erris Inshore Fisher-
men’'s Assoctarion sent a
detailed report to EEL, rele-
vant planning authorities
and licensing authonities on
March 6th, 2001, To date
no reply has been received -
gas ar whar!!!

This report said, in part -
“it 1s inevitable that Erris
must depend on the develop-
menr of its natural resources
10 survive as a vibrant com-
munity. [ts very remoteness
15 in itself an asset. It guar-
antees peace and tranquillicy
to the stressed out and city
dwellers. Its pure environ-
ment, vast unspoiled
beaches, serrate coastline
and clean crystal clear
waters acts 45 a magnet o
the environmentalist and
nature loving tourist, [ts
abundant and vastly vaned
species of fish make it a ven-
table paradise for the angler
whether they may be a sea
or fresh water enthusiast™ .

d public

P
@:n o over ﬂ_..o.u—ﬂnn—o: on

“Poflution from gas development

is not acceptable”

- Erris ._E.maomm_...w:oim:w Association

Anocher extrace of the

. report states - “for many

years, farming and fishing
have been the mainstays of
the Erns economy, both of
which are now under threat

dqyoras. Viable alternarives

OW_ pplementary acnvities
2 aquaculture, shellfish

deve t, rural and cul-
tura . If che Erris
people urvive as a

vibrane n@wiﬁ:ﬁ they

must depend heavily on
their narural enviroh@ent. ke
must remain pureizand
unspoilt. Gas is of great edo-
nomic benefic to our coun-
try. We welcome it 1o our
shares. However, it cannot
be allowed to pollute the
people of Ernis ouc of exis-
tence. We will nor allow ir.
There is no doubbing the fact
that gas will be of great eco-
nomic benefit 1o the country
and ro those who are served
by the Bord Gais Eireann
Nerwork. We have been lis-
teming for some hme now to
the media advernsing ‘clean
natural gas' - Yes, it can be
clean natural gas, bur ac
what price?

The report also lists the
various impuritics, metals
and chemicals involved in
the extraction and punfica-
non of the gas and states
that from the manne point

e P
of view, mercury is the most
detrimentall The report goes
on ro say “As'of'yer there 1s

no treacmeng idenufied or-

agreed by Enterprise Energy
Ireland to ded] with it It 1s
our fear that & will be_dis-
charged to Broadhaven Bay’
. However, when the Assoc-
ation first contacred EEL,
they verbally assured’ them
that the discharge ffom the!
terminal sice will Wv fasfpure
as Ballygowan'™ 10

Concerns E.P also
expressed about eis-
sions to the armospitrefind
the consequential knbck-on
effect to the lives of tig peo-
ple of Errnis. - “We ard_con™
cerncd about the impunities
that have the potential to
seep into our freshwater sys-
tems and their effects, There
is also major concern
regarding wildlife, flora and
fauna” .

Concem for the livelihood
of the fishermen 15 also
detailed in the report. “As
fishermen, we are concerned
about the impurines cthat are
planned to be discharged
wito Broadhaven Bay, with
inevitable damage to manne
life and in particular to fiter
feeders. Blacksod and
Broadhaven Bays are where
we earn aur livelthood. Both
bays are also ideally suited
to shellfish farming, a neces-

sary supplement to our
income due to deplecton n
fish stocks. There are nat-
ural oyster beds in Blacksod
Bay, admimistered by a local
co-operative for its163
members, There is an exper-
imental oyster farm in
Broadhaven Bay and an
abalone farm in its develop-
ment stages” The reporr also
discusses the locanon of the
incoming gas pipeline. The
proposed roucte for the
pipeline is unacceptable for
the fishermen as it coincides
with the ' best fishing
‘zrounds. The*Association
135:asked for the pipeline to

re-routed, The report also
states - “Duning the Feasibil-
ity Study of the Corrib pro-
ject, inmitial appraisals
considered mnﬁnn_uﬂ.:n_ fall
locations on the West Coast
of Irefand, extending from
the mouth of the Shannon to
Sligo Bay. Erris was selecred
because of s proximity to
the gas field, its case of
access from the sea and from
an economucal point of view.
Ocher areas were rejected,
not for the foreground rea-
sons but on the grounds of
the *unsuicabilicy of the
coastal terrain, environmen-
tal sensitivities and the
importance of tourism and
aquaculture to these areas’
{OS E.LS, 8-5) - Does this

criteria also not related w
Ermns?

The report 1s summansed
by - *We are not opposed to
the landing of the gas n
Erris or the necessary
process to deliver clean nar-
ural gas. We are strongly
opposed to pollution of any
kind to our enviconment. [f
the CLEAN NATURAL
GAS can be delivered with-
out pollution, we welcome
it. [f not, we must revisic the
option of having the gas
purified at source. Our
objectives are simple and
achievable. We want to stay
a living and vibrant commu-
nity. We wanr to stay a pol-
lution -free zone as was
aceepted by our authorities
when most of Erns was des-
ignated Special Areas of
Conservanon {SAC), or Nat-
ural Hentage Areas (NHA}
or areas of scienufic inrer-
est”.

The reports concludes
with - “We object to the
granting of any Petroleum
Licence, Foreshore Licence
or Planning Permission to
Enterprise Energy Ireland
Ltd uncil such ume as our
environmental and hericage
agencies, in co-operation
with local residents and con-
ceened groups are sansfied
that our concerns have been
addressed and acted upon.”
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rapny wepartment ang mac-
pendent Ecologist & Marine
Biologist

The group has met with
Enterprise Energy Ireland
Led on two occasions. Fur-
thek to their last meeting,
they are awaiting a response
from EEI regarding their
proposals.

Btian O Cathain (Manag-
ing Director, FEI) sent a let-
ter on March 91h,
confirming that due to the
FMD crisis, that EEI will not
be holding any public meet-
ings in the immediate future,
However, they are currently
carrying out some prelimi-
nary works/surveying on
both the terminal site Broad-
haven Bay!!

Mr O Cathain also stated
in his letter that “since July
of last year, Enterprise has
engaged in an extensive
process of consultation with
the local community and
various interest groups. Dur-
ing this time we have held
more than 150 meetings
with organisations and mdi-
vidual members of the Mayo
community. These meetings
have been both open and
detaiied and have been of
immense benefit in inform-
ing us of the issues and con-
cerns of residents and
groups in the area”,

The Fishermen’s Associa-
tion hds requested details of
these meetings as they were
not aware of such a wide-
spread public campaign
regarding the development!

Mr. O'Cathain also goes
on to state: “The Corrib Gas
project will involve a pro-
tected investment of over
£500 million, making ir one
of the largest single invest-
ments in the history of the
State, It will be of very sig-
nificant bebefit to the Trish
cconvimy and Enterprise
Energy:treland is committed
to ensuring that everything
possible will be done to pro-
vide benefit to the commu-
nity, “both locally and
nationally and that the pro-
ject is handled as sensitively
as possible”,

In reply to this letter the
Erris Jnshore Fishermen’s
Associdtion said that at no
timé were the fishermen of
(the apea consulted (despite
|the fact that ‘more than 150
meetings were held” 1) It
was the fishermen them-

TULLHIEL LHCCLEEE WiLiE XA
weeks. To date this has not
happened.

The Association afso feel
that further public consulta-
tion with the people of Erris
is urgently required. Surely
this is a very meagre request,
as the projected investment
will be over *£500 million'!!
Maybe at a public meeting
ELI may now be able to con-
firm what *benefit to the
community’ this project will
be!!

The Fishermen's Associa-
tion would like to convey
their disappointment at how
the authorities have dealt
with their request for infor-
mation. The Association
requested a copy of the plan-
ning application submitted
to Mayo County Council, be

ut on display in the Belmul-
et Counctl office for perusal
by the public. This would
relieve them of undertaking
the one hundred mile round
trip to Castlebar to view the
documents. In reply, Mayo
County Council stated that
they would be unable to ‘put
on permanent display’ the
Planning Application but
they would “endeavour ro
place on display in Belmullet
a copy of the original docu-
mentation and EIS™. The
Association never asked for
‘permanent display’ of the
file and EIS documents they
are willing to display are
freely available from Enter-
prise Energy Ireland. To date
Behmiuller Council Office has
not publicly advertised the
availability of this documen-
tation at tileir office.

The Association was fur-

ther dismayed with the ‘\,é)(‘\\
response received frogh O
Department of Marine am{)oQ

Natural Resources. Tl§s
Department engagegddan
independent firm (% iron-
mental Resource (fanage-
ment) to carry out an
independent assessment on
the Environmental Impact
Statements prepared by
Enterprise Encrgy Ireland.
The Fishermen's Association
sent a formal request to the
Department of Marine and
Natural Resources for a
capy of the findings of
ERM. Their request was
refused. Whatever happened
to freedom of information?
“Why are our planning
authorities, government

AL BEU e B RR URE R Ed dde
inheritance they are passing
on!!’ they said.

The Ecris Inshore Fisher-
men’s Association sent a
detailed report to EEL, rele-
vant planning authorities
and licensing authorities on
March 6th, 2001. To date
no reply has been received -
gas or what!!!

This report said, in part -
“it is inevitable that Erris
must depend on the develop-
ment of its natural resources
to survive as a vibrant com-
munity. Its very remoteness
is in itself an asset. It guar-
antees peace and tranquillity
to the stressed out and city
dwellers. Its pure environ-
ment, vast unspoiled

" beaches, serrate coastline

and clean crystal clear
waters acts as a ragnet 1o
the environmentalist and
nature loving tourist. Its
abundant and vastly varied
species of fish make 1t a veri-
table paradise for the angler
whether they may be a sea
or fresh water enthusiase™ .

L i

development, rural and cul-
tural tourism. If the Erris
people are to survive as a
vibrant community, they
must depend heavily on
their natural environment. It
must remain pure and
unspoilt. Gas is o?grcat eco-
nomic benefit to our coun-
try. We welcome it to our
shores. However, it cannot
be allowed to pollute the
people of Erris out of exis-
tence. We will not allow it.
There is no doubting the fact
that gas will be of great eco-
nomic benefit to the country
and 10 those who are served
by the Bord Giis Eireann
Nerwork, We have been lis-
tening for soine time now to
the media advestising ‘clean
natural gas' - Yes, it can be
clean natural gas, but at
what price?

The report also lists the
various impurities, metals
and chemicals involved in
the extraction and purifica-
tion of the gas and states
that from the marine point

they verbally assured tl
that the discharge from
termmal site will be ‘as
as Ballygowan’” 11!

Concerns are a
expressed about the en
sions to the atmosphere
the consequential kitock
effect to the lives of the [
ple of Erris. - “We are ¢
cerned about the impuri
that have the potential
seep into our freshwater
tems and their effects. Tt
is also major conc
regarding wildlife, flora
fauna” .

Concern for the livelib:
of the fishermen is a
detailed in the report.
fishermen, we are concer
about the impurities that
planned to be dischar
inito Broadhaven Bay, v
inevitable damage to ma
life and in particular to f:
feeders. Blacksod
Broadhaven Bays are wl
we earn our livelihood. B
bays are also ideally su
to shellfish farming, a ne
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. lanning permission was refused on a single ground - the dangers posed by

Qrope AL, 3

Devastation
vindicates .77
rejection of
gas terminal

The landslide in Mayo indicates
An Bord Pleanila made the right
decision on the Corrib proposal,
writes Frank McDonald

ast May, An Bord Pleandla tions, Marine and Natural Resourc-

was criticised by pro-devel-
opment interests in the west
for its decision to refuse plan-
ning permission for the Corrib gas
terminal at Bellanaboy, Co Mayo, be-

es, Mr Ahern, expressed the Govern-
ment's regret that it would further
delay the development of the Corrib
gas field, while Mr Frank Fahey,
Minister of State for Labour Affairs,

carton Mountain, just over two
miles from the proposed terminal,
would be quite so dismissive.

They saw roads ripped up, bridg-
es damaged and even a graveyard
devastated by the slippage of a blan-
ket bog.

Enterprise Energy Ireland, a sub-
sidiary of Royal Dutch Shell, had
planned to excavate more than
600,000 cubic metres of peat from
the site of the proposed terminal.

It was to be stored in two reposi-
tories on another part of the site,

_overlaid on a sloping blanket bog of
variable thickness.

An Bord Pleandla refused plan-
ning permission for the develop-
ment on a single ground - that the

“hi%h probabiljty” of both of these
wal repnaliarien heanming unatns
le would constitute “an unaccepta-

ble risk to the health and safety of
the local community and of the gen-
eral public”.

It made this decision having re-
gard to the contours of the area, the
amount and pattern of rainfall
there, the characteristics of the dis-
aggregated peat, the method pro-
posed for moving material to the re-
positories and the details of the sys-
tem for retaining it on the site.

Nobody could accuse An Bord
Pleanila of havir@reated the mat-
ter lightly.

There ha@een a 22-day oral
hea“l;g. on dppeals against Mayo

cause it was concerned about the described the reason given as “a Co  @ouncil's decision to ap-
safety of the peat mountain it would  technicality”. prgvesthe proposed terminal - in-
have created. Not many people living in the ar- d&g the excavation of 660,000
The Minister for Communica- eaaffected by the landslide on Doon s> pibic metres of peat and its subse-
& g quent storage.
&> & 7 A detailed report was prepared
R e RS byMrKevin Moore, the planning in-
[, 5 miles i BerweoHead _— ~. & ‘\\6§ spector who conducted the oral
AR FyT— IJ o "% Q) hearing, aided by a specialist con-
- — x ® Portacisf>_ sultant, Mr David Ball, and the full
) ( Ceathru Thaidhg O ™ board then spent two days consider-
Erris Head \ ® PROFOSED ROUTE ing the case.
- Members of the board also visit-
>,> Broad Haven Qﬁu\n,__\p‘m“’w“ ed the site to see it for lhems:lves.
= — 03SpY The appeals board had to be care-
‘-—*‘g_ \ @Bﬁﬁm“ i ful, given the political sensitivity of
{ i Enterprise Energy Ireland’s plan-
. 1 f) - I|' ning application, which was seen by
L F [ Pollathomas Government ministers and others
Corclogh v I[ — G as the key to tapping in to the rich
| >|Eat!pn of [~ pROPOSED — - vein of natural gas fi off the
' ( |landside TERMINAL west coast, bringing fnbs and invest-
— Y ment to Co Mayo. 3 1

*_~ Bamalra
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“The report considered by- An
“Bord Pleansla suggested a range of
reasons for refusing permission, iny

ciuding the fact that the site would

be remote from where the pipeline
hit the shore and that the terminal
would detract from the area's scenic
amenity as well as degrading its frag-
ile ecology.

It said the development of a large
gas-processing terminal “at this ru-
ral, scenic and unserviced area on a
bogland hill ... with all its site devel-
opment works difficulties, public
safety concerns {and] adverse visu-

s O

Pollathomas graveyard In north M:
Photograph: Keith Heneghan,/Phoc

al, ecological and traffic impacts ..
defies any rational understanding of
the term ‘sustainability’.”

Given the high level of rainfall ex-
perienced in north-west Mayo, the
report specifically warned that
there was a “real risk” of the reposi-
tories failing, with *massive
amounts of peat” potentially being
“washed off the slope”, destroying
the drainage system as well as pub-
lic roads and houses in the vicinity.

In its ruling, the appeals board ze-
roed in on this public safety issue,
discounting all of the other
arguments.

Friends of the Irish Environment
called the refusal of the application
by An Bord Pleanéla a “brave de-
fence of basic science”, saying infra-
structural delays were “inevitable if
environmental impact assessments
are fundamentally flawed™.

The board has been vindicated by
last weekend's landslide, which was
mercifully non-fatal.

“It's been certainly proved that
peat can move and this will have to
be looked at if there’s a new plan-
ning application (by Enterprise En-
ergy Ireland),” the Mayo county sec-
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ey saw roads ripped up, bridg-
maged and even a graveyard
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id the development of a large
cessing terminal “at this ru-
nic and unserviced area on a
d hill ... with all its site devel-
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potentially unstable peat repositories

Pollathomas graveyard In north Mayo after a landslide caused by torrential rain last Saturday avening,.
Photograph: Keith Heneghan/Phocus

al, ecological and traffic impacts ...
defies any rational understanding of
the term ‘sustainability’.”

Given the high level of rainfall ex-
perienced in north-west Mayo, the
report specifically warned that
there was a “real risk” of the reposi-
tories failing, with “massive
amounts of peat” potentially being

“washued off the slope™, destroying
the drainage system as well as pub-

lic roads and houses in the vicinity.

Inits ruling, the appeals board ze-
roed in on this public safety issue,
discounting all of the other
arguments.

Friends of the Irish Environment
called the refusal of the application
by An Bord Pleandla a “brave de-
fence of basic science”, saying infra-
structural delays were “inevitable if
environmental impact assessments
are fundamentally flawed".

The board has been vindicated by
last weekend's landslide, which was
mercifully non-fatal.

“It's been certainly proved that
peat can move and this will have to
be looked at if there’s a new plan-
ning application [by Enterprise En-
ergy Ireland),” the Mayo county sec-

retary, Mr John Condon, said yaster-
day.

His interpretation of the ruling
was that the board “wasn't happy
with the way peat was going to be
managed on the site".

This was something the develop-
ers would have to consider because
the landslide on Dooncarton Moun-

tain had highlighted the secasiopal-—=

instability of blanket b?,,. "
However, nidbn said that if

the avatediftol the-termi-
sﬁ.wa?],ﬁf\:%t ken away alto
gethery' Yather than stored, “it

‘wouldn't be 3 problem”.

Wt 'least 300,000 cubic metres of
peat had been shifted for the Knock-
Claremorris bypass, though he
didn't know what happened to it.

The development of the main run-
way at Knock Airport - on what the
late Jim Mitchell TD memorably
called a “foggy, boggy mountain in
Mayo" - had also shown that it's
“within the capabilities of modern
engineering to do that".

In the meantime, Mayo County
Council is keeping tabs on how
much it is costing to restore normali-
ty around Dooncarton Mountain -

and it will be requesting emergency
aid from the Department of the Envi-
ronment to help defray the expense.

Frank McDonald is Environment Edi-
tor of The Irish Times ’

LLARIFICATIONS

The ConTempo Quartet are En-
semble in Residence in Galway
City and County, not in NUI Gal-
way as stated in a review on Sep-
tember 17th.

Inanarticle entitled “Open the
domestic piggy-bank” in the
Mortgages Today special report
on September 17th, it was incor-
rectly stated that no legal charg-
es apply when opting for First Ac-
tive's refinance product for new
customers, In fact there are no le-
gal charges only for existing
mortgage-holders opting for
First Active's Top Up product.
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- Landslides victo

tliolo3

Mayo News
THE dead took the brunt ol the catastrophe. The
sanctity of their final resting ptaces held no sway
for the forces of nature. The surging power of
disturbed peat. stones and mud reared their
vengeiul routes down Dooncarton Hill. Nothing
could stop those torrents just as nothing could
stop the defuge that preceded them. Headstones
were toppled and dislodged. Graves and their
precious cargo of remains were washed away.
Those were the bodies that once beat with the
pulse of Jife and the generous love of hearts.
They were returned toearth as the final gesture of
love by those whose hearts they nourished. A
lived life brought to a conclusion by returning the
body to the clay ... “dust you are and unto dust
you will return.” The landslides blemished that
Ttnnl act of human respect. Nature has a strange
way of aligning itself against the forces of logic
and reason.

THE MEITHEAL COMMUNITY

The word went out as that sound of rolling
earth, reminiscent of the rolling thunder, was
heard across Pollathomas, Glengad and Inver.
Whatever about our fallen nature as created
beings, the redemptive nature of humanity was
evidenton Friday, Sepiember 19th last, as people
gathered 1o help each other. Intentions were
lionourable. Everyone pitted their support. Local
people were busy stopping molorists who could
easily have driven onwards to certain death,
Quarry owners utilised their trucks and machinery
to clear roadways afier twenty plus different
landslides cascaded down Dooncarton Hill. Mayo
County Council officials and staff were present
to oversee operations alongside the emergency
services — Garda, Fire Brigade, Coastguard, Air
and Sea Rescue and Civil Defence. Hospital staff
were on standby. Mid West Radio stayed on the
ait to provide vpdates. Tt was more like the
‘meitheal” of years ago as neighbour assisted
neighbour, Mayo County Council officials, stail
and councillors who were in Pollathomas are
worthy of the highest praise for the manner in
whichtheclean-upoperations were tackled. Their
co-ordination, co-operation and consultation witl&\
local people was an example of leadership;
professionalism and, at so many levels for many
people, a great source of comfort.
EMERGENCY PLAN

While there is acounty emergency plan, it was
not put into operation because the catastrophe
was localised. However, aspects of the plan were
utilised. The benefits of previous training
exercises were evident as Friday night unfolded
into Saturday morning. Every sector knew what

' they had to do and they did it. Many of the people

involved — local people and civil defence — were
volunteers. Paid council officials, stafl and
emergency personnel worked above and beyond
the call of duty to ensure that peace of mind
reterned to an embattled community. Training
exercises can be an imritant when they cause
delays 1o motorists. The experience of tragedy
always enables things to be seen in a new light.

‘DABDA’

The writer, Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, cites
various stages in coping with grief. They are
disbelief, anger, blame, depression and acceptance
—dabda. Ms. Kubler-Ross was writing about
cancer patients but the stages apply toany trauma.
One does not experience these emotional stages
in an orderly manner. There can be a mixture of
those emotions as one works lowards the final
experience of acceptance. People in Pollathomas,
Glengad and Inver will experience those emotions
over the next while. It was announced, after the
visit of Bishop John Fleming to the scene of the
disaster, that counselling would be offered (o the
people. To some people there is a reticence in
seeing acounsellor. A friend said recently that he

at 1o bl b

ry

g-mall: llamy@ lreland.com

poignant scenes as the remnants of destruction
were clawed away from shatiered tombs by
lamilies and friends whose heavy hearts were
spurred on by something greater. The human
spirit can rise above everything.

1t took four days fora senior Minister to arrive
on the scene, If this tragedy had happened in
Dubtin or on the east coast, Ministers and all
kinds of leaders and would-be leaders would
have beaten a well-worn teack to the scene of the
catastrophe, with one eye on the nearest
photographer. Solidarity cannot have a price
because it stems from the heart, not the pocket.
People, of themselves, can do nothing by jusl
visiting, but their presence offers a cgpifort and
a solace to those affected by the tzredy.
CONCERNS &

The initial concern wad g life itself. It had
not been a victim. N died. Mirnculously.
nobody was eve . The tnitial victims
were the dead. ving suffered losses that

can be repl d.afd emotional upheavals that
can be hc&ggs uestions will be asked = Why
did it | Qﬁ? Why to us? Why now? Will we
be % get insurance?  Will planning
peﬁ Q,:hms now become (more of} a problem?
Di{l‘é?l g and different answers will emerge -
the'radar station, overgrazing, Ged's will. Corrib
as, global warming and more.

RADAR STATION

The trish Aviation Authority (IAA) has assured
everyone that the radar station has and is being
monitored. ‘All is well’ is the message from the
IAA. itacts as an air traffic’control system and
transmits signals back to Shannon Airpon for
flights heading out across the Atlantic to North
America and Canada. An1AA spokesman said
that the nearest landslide was “between 60 and
70 feet from the perimeter fence of the radar
station.”
OVERGRAZING

The farmers will be quick to siate
overgrazing had nothing todo witht
Would it be fair to trace the over

back to advice from statutory bodi ers
to ‘populate the hills with sheep’?
were doing what the ‘experts’ advised. can

farmers be really blamed because oveggrazing 1s
such a problem? Experts now _commend
destocking and even that process is fraught with
incompetence.
CORRIB GAS .-
Whatever about God's will and global
warming, thete are several people in north Mayo
who are thankiul that the Corrib gas terminal is
not in place. The old route for the gas pipe was
close tothe graveyard. Debris from the landslides
has been deposited on part of the new route at
Glengad/Dooncarton Head. Some ol the farmers
along the pipeline route have already been paid.
One shudders to think whatmight have happened
if 600,000 cubic metres of peat were stored in
Bellanaboy, as per the plan submitied by Shell/
Enterprise Energy but which An Bord Pleandla

rafurcard
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and Sea Rescue and Civil Defence, Hospital stalf
were ot standby. Mid West Radio stayed on the
air to provide updates. [t was more like the
‘meitheal’ of years ago as neighbour assisted
neighbour, Mayo County Council officials, staff
and councillors who were in Pollathomas are
worthy of the highest praise for the manner in
whichthe clean-up operations weretackled. Their
co-ordination, co-operation and consultation with
local people was an example of leadership,
professionalism and, at so many levels for nany
people, a great source of comfort.

EMERGENCY PLAN

While there is a county emergency plan. it was
not put into operation because the catastrophe
was localised. However, aspects of the plan were
utilised. The benefits of previous training
exercises were evident as Friday night unfolded
into Saturday morning. Every sector knew what
they had to do and they did it. Many of the people
involved — local people and civil defence — were

volunteers. Paid council officials, stalf and
emergency personnel worked shove and beyoud

the call of duty to ensure that peace of mind
returned to an embattled community. Training
exercises can be an irritant when they cause
delays to motorists. The experience of tragedy
always enables things to be seen in a new light.
‘DABDA’

The writer, Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, cites
various stages in coping with grief. They are
disbelief,anger, blame, depressionand acceptance
— dabda. Ms. Kubler-Ross was writing about
cancer patients but the stages apply to any trauma.
One does not experience these emotional stages
in an orderly manner. There can be a mixture of
those emotions as one works towards the final
experience of acceptance. People in Pollathomas,
Glengad and Inver will experience thoseemotions
over the next while. It was announced, after the
visit of Bishop John Fleming to the scene of the
disaster, that counselling would be offered to the
people. To some people there is a reticence in
seeing acounsellor. A friend saidrecently that he
sees counselling as nothing more than having

someone there wha can blow away the dust tg{

help you see something a little clearer.
VISITORS

The best television camera could not capfire
the reality of the actual devastation wrgught on
north Mayo. One had to see it firsthanid'to have
any idea of the layers of destruction. While
photographs will capture a moment in time,
nothing can beat the lens of the human eye. The
pictures of our eyes are developed by our other
senses and emolions. Seeing is believing. After
seeing the devastation one marvels even more al
the spirit of the people in the area. There were

Vil i Ui, IR IL N T lllb BIVINE S RN ey L N L L Y YT ]
can be replaced and emotional upheavals that
can be healed. Questions will be asked - Why
did it happen? Why to us? Why now? Will we
be able to get insurance?  Will planning
permissions now become (more of) a problem?
Dilfering and different answers will emerge —
the radar station, overgrazing, God’s will. Corrib
gas, global wariming and more,
RADAR STATION

The Irish Aviation Authority (IAAYhas assured
everyone that the radar station has and is being
monitored. *Allis well’ is the message from the
JAA. It acts as an air traffic control system and
transmits signals back to Shannon Airport for
flights heading out across the Atlantic to North
America and Canada. An lAA spokesman said
that the nearest landslide was “between 60 and
70 feet from the perimeter (ence of the radar
station.”

OVERGRAZING

The farmers will be quick to state that
uvargraning lod nathing ko with e lnnslisles,
Would it be [air to trace the overgrazing issue
back to advice from statutory bodies to farmers
to ‘populate the hills with sheep’? If farmers
were daing what the ‘experts’ advised, can
farmers be really blamed because overgrazing is
such a problem? Experts now recommend
destocking and even that process is fraught with
incompetence.
CORRIB GAS

Whatever about God's will and global
warming, there are several people in north Mayo
who are thankful that the Corrib gas terminal is
not in place. The old route f?ihe gas pipe was
closetothe graveyard. Degh? rom the landslides
has been deposiled on of the new route at
GIengad!Dooanqc‘%ﬁlcad. Someof the farmers
along the pipelifie goute have already been paid.
One shudd ink what might have happened
if 600, ic metres of peat were stored in
Bellanfboyoas per the plan submitted by Shell/
E kégﬁgﬁe Energy but which An Bord Pleandla

OR FRANKL

N v .
<«° ~\& Some people will see the disturbance of the
& dead in Pollathomas graveyard as asign. There

will be a message in that for some people. Other
local tragedies will be remembered. People will
trytomake sense out of what happened, conscious
that nobody was Killed or even injured. Nobody
has all the answers. Perhaps it is time 1o give
thanks rather than figure out blame. Perhaps the
experience of the landslides is a victory of human
response over adversity. One is mindful of
Victor Frankl's, ‘He who has a why to live will
put up with almost any how.”
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By TOM KELLY

AN'ACTION plan is being drafted by Mayo

County Council to ensure the county derives TWﬁ:e as Wel |I| Mﬂ!

maximum benefit from a substantial gas find || Wh

§loff the Achill coast whichis to be piped through™ [l 1 o - “ = £ ::"; ?n(j nDl'P
a terminal reception point at Broadhaven, on f for Mayo. .m:tlr doubls, uI-c-ﬂ a::.nmc ?'f-'.'c""'u'-.; ﬂ.
A 'Ihsk Force consisting of the authority’s m ks Dacomber wee Jove 124
Ieadlng administration and technical staff lel ' : o ‘;aimlvdmm much o3 uscal uzg.
be'appointed in the coming weeks to sthdy o thoss whore e “,E:‘,t,mﬁ'um
wi?l)lq that Mayo can capitalise on the mild- the pinch of the very heavy rains.

billion pounds gas industry. ; T

, the Chalrman ol Mayo IFA, says ﬂulh
ladd ia proving yery difficult for farmers who hlve

One of the first sieps being taken

by Ibe council is & visit 1o the

| out fof the wintsr. Such continuous wel nondmom
| lnlmall are unlllm',lf BY mz
e g ] [ cadsing prom- e
Kinsale gas ficlds in Co. Cork to | L . ..s.h 't be checked o mal
‘examine how the aneration < [lE : o e Eﬁ-w 1-,13.-- B by oyl

‘works*and how it brought big
£ benelits to .msim,,

apd
wae ﬂblnlmhcnn@c
of expertlse and information
which vﬂ: help them n:mhe more
]lg_sq gements i regard to
the entice issue,
Mr. Stephen Molloy, the
of the council who
has been actively involved in
talks with Enterprise Ol over the
past nimber of moths with regard
i beinging their Corrib gas find

Speqlal datg for
Achlll Mast case

Judge Mary Dcvms is to consider setting a special dat
‘hearing of obstructioh and other Public Order prosec
against a number of Achill people facing charges foll
prolests over a mobile phone mast at Keel. When the
eame before the District Court last week Supt Pat Doy
he would be calling on 15 witnesses and was also hog
'use video evidence which could help to shorten the ca
order had been made with regard 10 the use ef vide
dence, Mr Dan Hurley, solr for the defendants, said |
mno objection to the video being vsed. The issuc hac
pt ||l 1delayed because of .a casc to the Garda Complaints
mg’cf: ::;:ﬂ m::‘ﬂ% which had been deliberated on. He would be calling anr
ibility in deciding on how -of wilnnsscs but he suggested that they might be able to

“g"“wn lhhwghlhlntmﬂhmv .circuit some of the evidence by a linison mecting wi
it will be piped from there F Supl. "We would need to prepare for a full day hearin
cls the find. other parts of the Bountrys - [} added,Judge Devins put the matter back 1o the January
ly the biggest and “Lwill ly be "ﬂm ifor mentjon, When she.heard the outcome bf the lisison

ting development ever lhel importance of outleys -Ing Hetwieen the Supt and the del'endanu she-woilld set

oG e oot bl provide o e g .| o e besrin '

da:;'tlelitpmusby cuufMayo.notjg:tlﬁli

““But it is only by everybody mmﬁ"u: “‘:;“ll“m xlp.l?::‘
working together that wecan puil 200 10 U sl

*The way matters are
off l.he_mlu.::ntmk: uma:ujwli:! dveriise coming year will be cru-

g . ¢ial. If the region is sold well, and
dustrial viability of this county "
™ for centuries 1o come. all the negativity is left aside,

i then Mayo could come out of all |
*You could describe the situation foc o |
facing us 23 a figsaw. But if all the negotiations extremely well.”.

conﬁuned there would be )
pieces can be properly put together, . 5
A llwdlbcﬂtuukﬁlg,t;fﬂliscuﬂy Oil in ml Ivlde: by Eﬂmlw QFFLH d;gc ?
':;"W M’ ‘{ew;l:w '&J&d minal at a forest location near the e

5 : coastline in Broadhaven.
in ensuring the gas comes sahore SR OF L SOV o

ﬁ:jobs of a highly technical na-
ture. The factlity will be —
sible for kneping i
NEGATIVE VIBES  and ensuring it is =
Mr. Molloy hitoutat the cynics  “Tt1s what happens afier the ga is
who claimed the gas find would  piped out of B i
be of little benefit w the county. fwnmmﬁmmtﬁem
“There are too many people * added Mr. Molloy.
sending out negative vibes and r. John McGoldrick, ||]c
they are not helping the cause, chiefexecutive of l?mu;xiseon.
They are blinded by the fact that made It clear during a visit 1o
the Enterprise Oil announicement  Mayo on Monday that, although
did not include a promise.of hun-  his company's interests were for | 4
dreds of jobs. the most part commercial, they
“They are ignoring the fact the wmprepa.rcd‘!oworkwith all
gas will form a critical aspectof  interested parties.
Mayo'sinfmstructureinthesame ~ The company is in talks with
way as, say, Knock Airpor. They  officials of two government de-
may not bring an instant bonanza.  partments with the hope of ob-
But if there are not there, there laining sanctioning for the pro-
is no hope at all of a bonanza.” posalsb:forelheendoﬂheycar
Mr. Molloy, the Crossmolina-  See also page 5.
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maximum advantage of the gitu-
ation.”
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WESTERN PEOPLE
Wednesday, July 26th 2000

\ 4 Mayo plan
and God hel;

MAT iIs one to make of the “Inconsisie
Mayo planning at the mament?

Not fnuch, H one Is to judge by the three ht
Council debale on the subject racently where
of the tontributions was on criticlsms of the
than on solutions 1o a major embarrassment
reading tha debate that Mayo County Council |
overwhglmed and undersiatfed,

Burepucracy reacts lo work pressures by
bugln? mare lime by extending bureaucracy
submitling development proposals expectin
sanctioh for schemes within the statutory perio
eve-of-tleadline letler asking a ralt of new que
oren a new deadline. Ivory lower bureauc
divarcep itself with excessive technicalitles to
the al and regenerative aima which are th
of davelopmeant agencies and the Mayo County
was sliydded with complalnts reHecting how
County |Development Plan has fallen behind th
aritias gf the year 2000.

A ? d example of how infrastructural plann
has fallen behind opportunity was provided by
week'syssue of how a group of local Donegal
bined g win lucrative contracts fot the Enterprl
Mayo t where a second wel Is being drille
be the qupply base and Carrickfin alport will cs
era flying in from Scotiand and a weekly helico

rg. H .

What|ls galling to read In the report is tha
enolgh!foresight in Mayo lor a slmilar marin
group beava angu?h to ask the govemment for
in oil of Infrastricture for North Mayo,

i ct is that for the last five years the Ba
Industrigl Development Associallon have bet
vain, | might add, for the establishmant of a de
off:R0sy or Lacken. Surveys have been done
waler cldse to the shoreline where Chicago Brid:
localed s abortive rig enterprise and repeated
ings mage (o the Departmant of tha Marine, IC
slve public representalives to give Maro,
coastling, just ona deep waler port as pant of the
structural development.

Bureaucracy won the day and now tha cour
responsible apencies to account for the oppo:
paper shullling and the lack of clout our glacled s
bring to central government.

I would like to be convinced that the same ini
Mayo more of the Enterprise Oil opportunilies
give Mayo an energy Infrastruciure related to
access routas bul you would want to be a supre
balleve that Mayo will be the major gainer from ¢
ural rasource. As In the so-called National Dev
the benefits will flow east and south and poss:
Mayo planding wilt be skewered into refatively mi
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ThY Qopendix 14
AA v
HEALTH AND SAFETY
AUTHORITY

ACTHEYV IR A HE ALY ANDSAFE WORRING LI podl THE R

10 Hogan Place, Dublin 2. Ireland
orn mrwenrmeTee CTelephone: (=614 7000 Fax: 01-614 7020 Website: hup/fwww.hsiic

TERESA MCGARRY
GORTACRAHER
ROSSPORT
BALLINA
COMAYO

Important Document Enclosed November 2003

Dear Farmer,
Piease take the time 1o read the enclosed document.

As a farmer you are required by Jaw to keep yourself and other persgfis on your farm safe. Under
Health and Safety law you must identify hazards and assess ris@?‘on your farm, and set out the
safety control measures you have in place. This Farp Safety Self-Assessment Document is
designed to help you meet these duties placed on you E}? and Safety legislation.

The Farm Safety Self-Assessment Document is desj néd so that it can be compieled by you, the
farmer. It lists the common major hazards present‘on many farms, which are known to be the
cause of most farm fatalities, accidents and i lth. Each of the individual assessmenis in the
Farm Safety Self-Assessment Document lis& sgfety conirol measures relevant to each hazard. You
must check the safety measures you havﬁﬁo@?om farm against the controls listed.

S

By fully completing the Farm Safety Sélf-Assessment Document and taking the action in the arcas
where the controls are missing, yous ill be raising the safety standard on your farm and meeting
dutics placed on you. o

All farms are different and your farm may therefore have hazards that are specific to it. When
completing the Farm Safety Self-Assessment Document for your farm you must also include these
additional hazards in the document. To assist you in this, advice, guidance and informati
farm safety is available [rom the Health and Safety Authority.

L
P‘é\Eretxm"
4whole farming
15)

Your participation in this initiative will indicate your willingness to have
your farm that will reduce accidents and benefit you, your gy
community.

Y ours sincetely,

Tom Beegan,
Chief Executive

The Health and Safety Authority is the state agency with responsibility for promoting, supporting,
fostering and where necessary enforcing Health and Safety Legislation.

NATIONAL AUTHORITY FOR OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH

AN 1 UDARAS NAISIUNTA UM SHABHAILTEACHT AGUS SLAINTL CLIRDE
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2 An Bord Pleanala

FOIR/230 | =.-Km-/t?_:\\\.\—; _

Mr. John J. Connolly, /A
Riversdale House,
Boyne Road,
Navan,

County Meath.

25" June, 2001
Dear Mr. Connolly,

[ refer to your request under the Freedom of Information Act, which was
received by the Board on the 28" May, 2001.

Ttem I:
&
The following are the names of the Fire Safety C§‘ii5nsultants, this
information is also available in the Board’s annual gégg}‘[
0\0

Mr. Maurice Johnson of Michael N. Slattery &Q%@s%ciates 1998 - 2001
Mr. Michael Slattery of Michael N. Slane@%ﬁfssociates 1998 - 2000.
Dr. Gordan M.E. Cooke - 2000 o
Dr.R dJ.C 11 —1998—2@@4“

r. Raymon onnolly QQQ‘\O)

(¢
Item 2 - The positions were not ;@erﬁsed.

§

Item 3 — There was no forml selection procedure in the appointment of
the above consultants. Curriculum Vitaes were submitted to the Board
from these individuals and they were cousidered to Le suitably qualified.
Attached are copies of their warrants of appointment.

Item 4 — Access to this information is refused in accordance with section
28(1) of the Freedom of Information Act, 1997 as it is considered that this
information is personal information. The definition of personal
information is set out in the attached extract of the Freedom of
Information Act, 1997 (for your convenience).

Flowor 3 Bhwh
Trsh Lare Contee
Fover Abbey Sieeel
DPubhn |

Tl sy 872 sl

Fay b 872 2ond

Web Dirp/aww pleanaba e
el bonder pleanda

L 3 Ban s

Lot Tl s

St i Momsiroa b

Hale Va4l |
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Item 5 — There is no record of the Board having Professional Indemnity
Insurance.

I hope the above information answers your questions.

Yours faithfully,

Aol Hl
Brid Hill
Senior Executive Officer

Encl.

An Bord Pleanala

I hiser 3. Blich &

* Tyash Late Centie

Lamaer Abbey Sl
Dubhn |
P
Lol anten™2 skl

Fasn ilba 72 Insd

Weh bp waw pheanalbsw
winah B pleanalaie

| Lrlar 3. Bhw 6
Loarsnnad Trish Lt

N

o

LY TR TRoese L
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treland on Sunday, May 4, 2003

ney

While this 15 obviously bad
news for the consortium and
disappointing for a few local
contractors, there's no need for
the rest of us to lose sleeﬂ over
it. The fact is, the longer the gas
stays underground, the better.

The delay won't leave us short
of gas. It's not scarce. Shell
wasn't going to sell the gas at
anything less than the market

rice. The gas we might have

ought from the Corrib field
can be bought every bit as
cheaply elsewhere in Europe or
further afield. And, with two
interconnecting pipelines link-
ing Ireland to Scotland and

a result of An Bord Pleandla’s

T'S GOING to take longer than expected to get nat-
ural gas ashore from the Corrib field off Co. Mayo. So
it's back to the drawing board for Shell, which heads
the consortium that is developing the gas field, fol-
lowing An Bord Pleandla’s decision last week to
refuse planning permission for the proposed onshore ter-
minal at Bellanaboy on the north Mayo coast.

Corrih gas
defayis

onwards to North Africa and 4
the Middle East, there is ng®
danger of shorlage.

Gas isn't going to be dearer as

decislon so we've nothing to
worry about, even though that
may seem strange.

The reason is simple. Shell

]
and its partners have the rights
to all the profits from the find
which has been valued at abou

€1hbn and could be worth a lot
more. i

Once it gets the gas ashore,
Shell can sell it at the going
market price and it can effec-
tively pocket all the profit for
some time to come.

Under the terms of the deal
concluded with the Govern-
ment, it doesn't have to pay
royalties on the gas. And it will be
many years, If ever, before it has to
pay tax. While technically liable for
corporation tax at 25pc on profits,
the deal allows Shell to write off
against profits not only all the
costs of this development, but also
the costs of unsuccessful explo-
ration endeavours and the future
costs of closing down the field.

The fact we've so little to gain
from the find In the first place
means we've little to lose from the
delay, whether it be for six months,
six years or 60 years.

Even If some future government
doesn’t review the sweetheart deal
done with Shell's predecessor,

Enterprise Olf, we'd have the ben-
wfib af gt hasine anr reas ¥ng

rethink

Mayo coast, closer to Ballins,
where such problems wouldn't
arise, although the proposed termi-
nal would be a blot on the scenic
landscepe wherever it might be
sited along that beautiful coastline.

A hetter alternative, though more
expensive for Shell, would be a
sub-sea production facility. Given
the potential profits to be made
from the find, such a development.
could have been justifiably
demanded as a condition for issu-
ing the production licence. Unfor-
tunately, it wasn't.

E HE ROUTE for the pro-
1 posrd rinr-l\_nr' that was {n
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interconnecting pipeuies wn-
ing Ireland to Scotland and
onwards to North Africa and
the Middle East, there is no
danger of shortage.

Gas isn’t going to be dearer as
a result of An Bord Pleanéla’s
decision so we've not.hing to
worry about, even though that
may seem strange.

The reason is simple. Shell
and its partners have the riggts
to all the profits from the find
which has been valued at about
€1bn and could be worth a lot

more. )

Once it gets the gas ashore,
Shell can sell it at the going
market price and it can effec-
tively pocket all the profit for
some time to come.

Under the terms of the deal
concluded with the Govern-
ment, it doesn’t have to pay
royaities on the gas. And it will be
many years, if ever, before it has to
pay tax. While technically liable for
corporation tax at 25pc on profits,
the deal allows Shell to write off
against glroﬂt.s not only all the
costs of this development, but also
the costs of unsuccessful explo-
ration endeavours and the future
costs of closing down the feld.

The [act we've so little to faln
from the find In the first place
means we've little to lose from the
delay, whether it be for six months,
six years or 60 years,

Even if some future government
doesn't review the sweetheart deal
done with Shell’s predecessor,
Enterprise Oll, we'd have the ben-
efit of still having our reserves
when others are running out.
There are more new gas sources
opening up in Libya, Egypt, Nigeria

expecting to be importin

three-quarters of its gas 9 by

2020. However, at current ptoduc-

tion levels, known resegves are

expected to last on;\x, bout 60
3

years. o
While there wilbbe new finds,
demand will be growing.
There's no do natural gas w
become much more valuable - par-
tleularly since it is the cleanest
hydrocarbon fuel around.

National gas usage is already ris-
ing sharply within the EU. 1n 2001,
it accounted for 24pc of primary
ener consumption. That's
expected to rise to 25pe by 2010
and 28pc by 2020.

Shell and its partners, ol course,
will want to cFe the find into pro-
duction and they are currently
exemining all options. The pian-
ning permission was turned down
because of the potential dangers
assoclated with clearing the site of
blanket bog and depositing the
thousands of tons of turf mould
elsewhete in BErris.

There are other sites on the north

and the Middle East. We're con Q
nected to all of these areas via
pipelines to Scotland, and the %{%

a chance
for major
rethink

Mayo coast, closer to Ballina,
where such problems wouldn't
arise, although the proposed term!-
nal would be a blot on the scenic
landscape wherever it might be
sited along that beautiful coastiine.

A better alternative, though more
exgensive for Shell, would be a
sub-sea production facility. Qiven
the potential profits to be made
from the find, such a development
could have been justifiably
demanded as a condition for issu-
ing the production licence. Unfor-
tunately, it wasn't.

@.

H UTE for the pro-
d pipeline that was to
: the Bellanaboy termi-
< %al with the existing Bord
Giis grid at Craughwell
\de Galway, has been mapped
t for some time, The project,
which was put on hold last July,
included a spur to supply gas to
Galway cit&r. The line Is to be
financed and laid by Bord Géis and
a lot of expense has already been
Incurred.

Many landowners have been paid
for wayleaves, and stockplles of
pipe have been stored along the
route. Should the terminal be sited
closer to Balllna, the route of the
pipeline would have to be changed
- at least for a large portion of its
length north of Castlebar.

That is likely to reoFen demands
for a completely different route
that would carry the pipeline fur-
ther east to serve Sligo and
Roscominon.

But a pipeline serving the border,
midlands and western regions is
not dependent on the Corrib fieid
coming into production. The gas
for such a pipeline could as easlly
and cheaply come from the North
Sea as from the Atlantic.

1t's not only Shell that has to get
back to the drawing board - the
?ovemment could usefully do so,

00.
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Mayo County Council
Aras An Chontae

Castlebar
Ref No.: P03/3343
30/01/2004
Brid & Teresa McGarry
Gortacragher
Rossport
Ballina
Co. Mayo
@.
N
o
W8S
A Chara 055’ \d
o@ 4

I wish to acknowledge receipt of SmeIS Sucreceived from you on 28/01/2004 in
connection with planning application W STIELL E & P IRELAND LIMIT ED for
CONSTRUCT GAS TERMINAI&‘E@% THE RECEPTION AND SERAPATION
OF GAS FROM THE CORRIB @\S FIELD, AND FOR A PEAT DEPOSITION
SITE, RESPECTIVELY. T IIE\\DEVELOPMEN'I WILL CONSIST OF THE
CONCURRENT DEVELOPMENT OF TWO SITES LOCATED 11
KILOMETRES APART, APPROXIMATELY, AND IDENTIFIED AS THE
SITE OF THE GAS TERMINAL FOR THE RECEPTION AND SEPARATION
OF GAS FROM THE CORRIB GAS FIELD IN THE TOWNLAND OF
BELLAGELLY SOUTH AND TIIE SITE OF THE PEAT DEPOSITION SITE
IN THE TOWNLANDS OF SRAHMORE AND ATTAVALLY, BANGOR
ERRIS. THE DEVELOPMENT AT THE BELLAGELLY SOUTH SITE WILL
CONSIST OF: A GAS TERMINAL FOR THE RECEPTION AND
SEPARATION OF GAS INCLUDING PLANT AND EQUIPMENT:
PROVISION OF 4,935 SQ M (GROSS FLOOR AREA), APPROXIMATELY,
OIf BUILDINGS; ACCESS ROADS; 40 NO. CAR PARKING SPACES; AND
ANCILLARY DEVELOPMENTS, OF WHICH 13 HA, APPROX, WILL BE
DEVELOPED INRESPECT OF THE GAS TERMINAL'S FOOTPRINT. THE
PROPOSED DEV. WILL OF THE BELLAGELLY SOUTH SITE WILL ALSO
CONSIST OF; THE EXCAVATION AND REMOVAL OF 450,000 CUBIC M at
BELLAGELLY SOUTH SRAHMORE ATTAVALLY.

The matters referred to by you will be tuken into consideration by the Council hefore a
decision is made on the application. Notice of the Council’s decision on the
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application will be given in accordance with the requirements of the Planning and
Development Regulations, 2001. This may be in the form of:

(a) posting the notice directly lo you; or

b) publishing the notice in a newspaper circulating in the area where the proposed
development is siluated.

Please note that in the event of an appeal being lodged by you, An Bord Pleanala

will require a copy of this letter of acknowledgement.

Mise, le meas

KUNAI CHONDAL
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