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Appeal against Local Authority (Mayo Co. Council/MCC) grant of Planning
Permission (with conditions!) to Planning Application ref. P03/3343 tegether
with a Request for an Oral Hearing re

Planning Application for the development of a gas terminal (refinery) for the
reception and separation of gas from the Corrib Field, and for a peat deposition
site, respectively.

Appeal and Request for Oral Hearing in the name of:

AN BORD PLEANALA
Maura Harrington. TIME

BY
(Indigenous Stakeholder, Proposed Coryib Projecty
Doohoma, Ballina, Co. Maydq 26 MAY 2004
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MCC Planning Receipt No. PLAN/0/6532 PL

Contact details: 097 86781(H) 087 9591474 (Mob.) maurah.ias@eircom.net
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)
Grounds for Appeal and Reggg\}g; Oral Hearing

In Defence of Place — as expressed in theq\%?&ﬁs and Objectives and Key Issues of
the Mayo County Development Plan é§ﬁv) 2003-2009
&E

RS
Inimical to Proper Planning an@(cs\gsi’ginable Development
X

NORM/TENORM not addre:g@

«Q
Abrogation of Planning R&oponsibilily by Senior Planner (SP) MCC
in the context of

The uncertainties recently awoken regarding the incompatibility of Royal
Dutch/Shell (RD/S) corporate culture with the requirements of Proper Planning

and Sustainable Development
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In the matter of the proposed Corrib Gas Project, all planning and consent-granting
bodies to date - with the honourable exception of An Bord Pleanila - have displayed
what I call a credo in EIS mentality, i.e. accepting as a given what local/indigenous
people were driven perforce to question - and have successfully shown

questionable in P00/2934 and P01/900. I believe this is also the case with P03/ i

A
FROM

Terms, Vol.1, (end Section 20) for a framework within which one might

In a benighted attempt to enter this ‘credo’ zone I consulted the EIS Glos OI
t
o~

address the all-encompassing issue of Place. The following is what I got: @

AN B‘ErRD P
TIME

26 MAY 2004

Environmental Impact Assessment/Statement: 4 systematic study which identi

and predicts the effects of a project on the bio-geophysical, social and economic

environment of a praject.

Impact: The degree of change in an environment resulting from a development.

Landscape character: A distinct pattern or combination of elements that occurs

consistently in parts of the landscape,

Landscape impacts: Change in the fabric, character and quality of the landscape

as a result of a development. These can be positive or negative,

Receiving waters: The marine waters accepting the discharge of treated

wastewater from the Terminal.

Visual amenity: The value of a particular area or view igc?%'rms of what is seen.
$

LTR-DATED

§)
I also noted the glossary definition of termina&\}\{s«é’?‘he plant where the Corrib gas will be
separated from any associated liquids to meéregﬁGE export specifications’. On the other
hand, Chambers English Dictionary, ISB &5296—000-0, defines terminal as ‘the storage
base and distribution centre at the head of e.g. an oil pipe-line’; Chambers definition of
refinery, ‘a place for refining"; reﬁmz\;g{m?mnﬁ:to clarify: (usu. with out) to get rid of
(impurities etc.) by a purifying pz@é@ For purposes of precise use of language, I submit
that what is proposed for Balli@oy as one part of a major project is, first of all, a
refinery; subsequent to the ining process this proposed plant has storage and
distribution capabilities. I therefore refer to this proposed industrial plant as a gas
refinery throughout my appeal submission.
While charitably accepting that the "bio-geophysical, (not in Chambers) social and
economic environment of a project' may be an EIA/S attempt at a definition of Place, I
submit to the Board that, as a construct, it is an entirely inadequate basis on which to
advocate the imposition of a dirty industrial process into the Reality that is Braoadhaven
Bay, Glengad/Dooncarton, Sruwaddacon, Rossport, Gortacreagher, Ballinaboy,
Glencullen, Carrowmore, Attawalla, Srahmore, Muinhin, Kiltane, Owenmore, Coolaba,
Tullaghan Bay, Blacksod Bay. (Of course, in the absence of a chartible outlook, one could
wonder whether the inclusion of 'geo' is to allow Paddy Purcell and his merry band of
geotechnicians loose once more - even though they couldn't put Dooncarton Hill back
together again. Sunday Times, May 4, 2003).
1 would not presume to improve on the submission on Cultural Heritage presented at the
ABP Oral Hearing, ref. PL 16.126073 by Micheil O Seighin and appended with this
appeal for the de novo consideration of the Board - it remains, like Erris, impervious to
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anything which can not, or will not acknowledge the Reality of Place. I would add just one

sample of what perversity the imposition of this excrescence in the Place that is Erris
would mean. Please compare and contrast the following recipes:

Mamé's Brown Bread
2 measures self raising flour, I measure wholemeal, salt, teaspoon baking
powder, knob of butter, buttermilk.
Bake at home - and enjoy.

Filter Cake (Vol.1.Sect.2, 2.5.8, 2-18)
Lime slurry, TMT-15 dose, Ferric Chloride dose, polyelectrolyte dose,
boron in season.
Discharge to sludge skip and treat/dispose off-site.

Generations have been sustained by versions of Mamé's brown bread; succeeding
generations will not be sustained by Filter Cake.

The essential consideration before the Board is whether a gas refinery is to be or not to be
at Ballinaboy. In the Board's current Damoclean position the following quote from Albert

Einstein may be apposite. AN BORD PLEANALA
5 | nme BY

3
. CQ
'‘Not everything that cag\\‘b@&-aun d counts
and not everything fhagffiqﬁ\?tts can ke countel® MAY 2004
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AN BORD PLEANALA

TIME BY
The dIsdAIN for Place displayed by Mr. Douglas does npt allow for m%ﬁﬁitab!e 0
tolerant consideration. 26
In a telephone conversation with Mr. Douglas on Monday, 19th April he con d to m
that he had begun to write his report on P03/3343. Later t H%&DM—BUEg as donne
the mantle of President of the Irish Planning Institution
planning agenda being driven by short-termism which was ‘the complete antithesis of
what planning should be about (LT. 22 April '04). On 29th. April '04 Mr. Douglas signed
off on his report on P03/3343; the replication of the ABP date of 2003 was rather crude.
I believe this report is an abrogation of the planning respensibility statutorily placed upon
Mr. Douglas. The ‘credo in EIS' mentality is inescapable, as is the disconnexion with Erris.
Two extracts,

'The area surrounding the site comprises a mixture of isolated
residential properties, land in agricultural use and forestry.' (p.5)
and
‘There are small pockets of ribbon development in remote locations, notably along the
approaches to Sruwaddacon Bay and to the northeast of Carrowmare Lake'. (p.6)
say a lot about MCC SP Mr. Douglas. His refusal to grant the courtesy of a name to places
that predate him by millenia and will, Deo favente, outlive his signed-off planning
depredations by a longer number of years is, I believe, reprehensible.
This report mirrors the EIS throughout by omitting the word 'proposed’. While 'consents'
for the offshore components of this proposed project may have been gifted to the applicant
up to, and including, the last day of Frank Fahey's tejture in ministerial office they remain
in limbo until a planning decision is reached ono&wfr‘ital component not within the control
of self-serving, sycophantic politicians. Rel‘eroﬁgéoto by the applicant, and acceptance of by
the SP of the use of 'incoming gas pipelin@?&\'ﬁisingenuous - makes it sound like a friendly
neighbour coming to visit. The reality,@?ow‘hat is properly called an upstream pipeline is,
we now know, terrifyingly different, il arly, 'export gas conditioning’' is refining; Haku
trailers are Haku System trailers. &
1 believe the contortionism emplqg@% by the SP in trying to justify an industrial aberration
in Ballinaboy under the headigg of the Mayo Co. Development Plan 2003-2009 is proof
positive that Senior Plannersswithin MCC belong to genus Invertebrata. When the SP cites
'in reality the scenic vies (sic) inland are often restricted by topography' and appears to
preclude himself from commenting on the public realm (Policy 7) which includes inland
views from Broadhaven Bay one can only conclude that the current President of the Irish
Planning Institution is wearing the emperor's best new clothes.
The SP appears not to have given due regard to Sec. 256 of the Planning and Development
Act in that he neglects to mention the OSPAR recommendation. It is now mid 2004. Even
allowing for the stated minimum refinery life of 15 years (a nonsense), it is not possible for
the applicant to meet the requirements set out by OSPAR. I believe the operators of the
Corrib Field are now alse in contravention of Special Condition 17, Schedule 3, POD
‘consent’. Per OSPAR, P03/3343 is unacceptable having regard to the proper planning and
sustainable development of the area.
One must agree with the SP that there are changes of significant character to make P03/
3343 different to P01/900. Indeed one finds that a concept adjudged deficient by ABP has
reconceptualised itself in a form of pure dementia! Only within the Twilight Zone that is
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MCC could a 40m flare stack pile-driven into bog at 42mADD Maliz %eM(&)Yn idered with

equanimity; only in MCC could the first bullet point under{’ %‘Mﬂ?“ of Visygdpimpact’
state 'changes in construction platform level from 32.0m td 33.dm AOD Malin’ (Tor the
record, Vol 1, Tech. App.2, Sect. 2.4 states "The elevation

been selected at 33.4m AOD in order to optimise the material balance for the earthworks

on_the site’ ~ my emphasis); only in MCC could one read the term ‘architectural
philosophy' applied to the design of a gas refinery in the middle of a bog.

The SP notes, without comment, 'The Board noted that alternatives are available for the
development of the Corrib Gas Field'.

The proper consideration of alternatives remains an issue. Since the Board's decision, a
viable alternative site was offered to the applicant. This was ignored. Details of this new
alternative are absent from the EIS submitted with P03/3343. Further details regarding
this elision will be made available to the Board at their request.

The SP's reference to 'The EIS (taken to be the EIS submitted 23/12/03) is puzzling. The
hard copy of the EIS in support of P03/3343 was submitted to, and validated by, MCC
Planning and Development on 17th. December 2003. To the best of my knowledge all that
may have been submitted on 23rd. Dec. was a set of CD's which were completely haywire!
Please refer to appended Mayo News article for further details on same.

The much-vaunted ‘additional report into the geotechnical aspects aspects of the
development' commissioned by MCC from Fehily, Timoney & Co. (FTC) - delivered 8
days after MCC request for significant further inl‘ong:i%on - was so unremittingly awful
that it was impossible to treat of within any ratiollhaf\ parameters. I found myself reduced
to counting words! I counted the definite articl¢(12%), various conjunctions, prepositions
etc. (40%) and nearly ended up thinking Iaf%@ arrett Fitzgerald. I append a copy of the
fruits of my foray into serious irrationali@& ¥ no good reason other than the hours it took

to do it. Following on from some le telephone conversations with Dr. Michael J.
Creed which included the judicious Fepetition of reference to Professional Indemnity

Insurance, T was pleased to read@d\ghoé 4-page FTC note on the FI that it is the opinion of
FTC that the question of writtené\eﬁ%ﬁrmation from the relevant regulatory authority with
regard to the structural stabiligy of the pipelines in deep peat soil remains outstanding. For
the record, the cost per wgrd to MCC was €1.68 — which makes for a very expensive
definite article.

As a bona fide stakeholder in the proposed Corrib Project I can not, and never will accept
the bona fides of the Senior Executive Architect who could basely indicate that the
architecture and design was sensitive to location and setting and that the proposals were
acceptable. That such an indication was acceptable to the SP is a perversion of the
principles of proper planning and sustainable development.

The 'no comment' (twice) by Michael J. Daly, is in marked contrast to the close attention
paid to P01/900 by the Principle Officer, PAD — and makes one wonder-..

Post MCC grant of permission (with conditions!) to P03/3343 full access to the HSA file is
still not forthcoming. The fact that MCC is making access to the full report by the HSA (a
body that is itself inappropriately constrained) difficult for those engaged in preparation
of a legitimate appeal to ABP is unacceptable.

1 will comment on third party submissions under response to App. 3 SP report.
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Conditions! conditions! 76 MAY 2004

The attempt to address outstanding DoEHLG concerng b wj?EDOf conditions
essentially useless 'agreed monitoring plan' is, I believe, un ——

The use of 'It would appear'(2); 'There is no quantifi water
released from this peat but it is expected to be small. Humic acid....not anticipated....'(4).
"Having examined the letter...] do not consider a formal request...necessary'(6), I find truly
shocking.

EPA Report '...EIS appears to comply..." is equally supine.

HSA

Even granting the inadequate capacity of the HSA in terms of HSE assessment how could
they 'not advise against' the development when, in Voll App. 2.1 (2-33) the issues of
Structural, Equipment, Instrument and ESD & Blowdown Valves fire protection is
deferred to a distant Fire Risk Assessment future? What about a pool fire, a fire
supporting area, an alternative protection from blast for cables and tubing to critical
valves??

The tacky complicity of those who would consign decent communities to potential
perdition is abhorrent.

Under the heading 'Assessment’ the SP should refer to the definite article specialists, FTC-
THE/AN is the same thing in two languages.

One can only presume that, prior to writing this 'conclusion’ the SP donned the emperor's
best suit and wished upon a star. &

It would be instructive to get specific details co@&tdi:rnmg those objections adjudged
(subjectively?) by the SP to have no direct bearom\grﬁl planning matters.

Project Splitting: How competent are many gf’gﬁ@ competent authorities' and how tenable
is the current legislation? o\Q S

Need for the Project: This is not an Qﬁ§§ment' by MCC SP - it is a precis of the EIS
advocacy cobbled together in alg&zyfempt to produce a pseudo-scientific spin to
retrospectively justify the wr@@\?m‘]ect in the wrong place’. The need for the
development, as proposed, is not ciearly established. Stated Government policy ... to retain
some security of gas supply ogﬁtco. is not sufficient reason to materially and perpetually
jeopardise the proper plannigg and sustainable development of the Erris region.
Alternatives: No section of the EIS 'deals comprehensively' with anything. SP concurrence
with Sect. 4.4.2 is disquieting,.

As noted by ABP, alternatives remain for the applicant. Were this project to go ahead as
currently proposed, no alternative would remain for the swathe of Erris between
Broadhaven and Blacksod Bays.

Adequacy of EIS: Appears as if SP refers to adequacy of hard copy EIS submitted
17:12:'03; if that is so, why do some conditions in Second Schedule refer only to 'Dec.
23rd.' EIS?

Material Contravention of Mayo CDP: Credo in EIS.

Waste: SP is not specific as to whether the waste generation per P03/3343 is currently
under consideration by EPA or is deferred to some mythical future.

I question the SP rationale for grant of planning permission (with conditions!) to an
industrial plant generating hazardous waste 160 miles from the nearest hazardous waste
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transfer station at ShanrfdAREAIER: 16. 5, VRO Unless.! of course, the SP knows something
about Glancré Teo. plan ﬁrﬂﬂmnmb&%ﬂ' us haven't been told about).
IPPC: Again, does current application before include proposals for dumping of
'unsuitable' waste, generating 825 truck movements per month for an unspecified number
of months? (FL. App.A, Sect. 1, 5.3)

Roads and Traffic: The credo mindset of the SP is well exposed in his acceptance that 'two
factors would minimise physical and human impact'’.It is, I believe, seriously delusional to
attest that two 'short sharp haul periods’ — of up to 100,000 truck and heavy plant
movements — would avoid prolonged inconvenience.

Designated haulage route: The SP appears to ignore the serious discrepancy which exists
between the road quality requirements laid down by the applicant for roads within the
proposed refinery complex at Ballinaboy and the paltry standards apparantly acceptable
to the SP with regard to the L-1204 and the L-12044. Sect. 10.2.3.1 Vol.1,Tech. App.2
stipulates that the proposed refinery main access road would be 15m wide to the
Administration Buildings and 10m thereafter. Sect.11.4.8 states the road to the settlement
pond would only be 8m wide. Road construction within the proposed complex would
involve peat strengthening, sheet piles, geotextiles together with an assumed 1m depth of
imported fill (5750m3). The vast bulk of the vast traffic movements for which the refinery
road system is designed would have to travel along the L-1204 and 1-12044 to get to
Ballinaboy. The discrepancies between the two standards are appalling.

Minimising disturbance: This had to come from withinghe Twilight Zone. Mention of 800
traffic movements per day along the Glenculien 50Q?ld under the heading 'minimising
disturbance' does not fit within any rational cogteﬁ.

The Traffic Management Plan (TMP) is ungﬁ%gﬁ}able — please consider comments thereon
made to MCC in my response to FI Respgj%g}*appended.

HSA: The conclusions of the HSA aregﬁ{@ y not good enough.

Peat Extraction: I believe this asseg‘f@fht by the SP to be grossly inadequate. Technical
advice to MCC by FTC comes i out PI indemnity acceptance of responsibility and is
acknowledged as a ‘geotechnica,l\cﬁ%te‘ rather than a stand-alone independent assessment
underpinned by substantialp&locover. 1 believe that this is a serious abrogation of SP
planning responsibility. &

Risk to Carrowmore Lake: Reference in parentheses by the SP to 'recent algal blooms in
Carrowmore’ is not cricket. Is this an attempt to imply degradation of the Regional Water
Supply to such an extent that a gas refinery could only improve matters —within the MCC
Twilight Zone that could possibly appear rational. For the information of the Board, the
main agencies with responsibility for protection of watercourses - who profess satisfaction
with 'mitigation measures’ for P03/3343 - have yet to address the causes of last years algal
bloom on the lake.

Habitats: Credo in EIS.

Air: SPPMCC/EPA consensus.

Visual impact: The SP treatment of visual impact is shameful; it makes for disquieting
reading to see such abject posturing in an attempt to defend the indefensible.

Noise: As above.

Legal issues: Env.D2 letter of October 2002 still extant.
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isk of Landslides: This is a horrible treatment of such a vital issue. It is not listed in the
i Planning Circumstances' and is not assessed/considered in any way
ormation of the Board, a group from the Geography Department of

rham University have visited the area materially and perpetually altered post Sept. 19,
2003. This group will issue their academic findings at a public meeting in the area within
the coming year.

Pipeline Location and Safety: It is instructive to note that the SP quotes at will from FTC
geotechnical note when it suits his apparent purpose. He ignores FTC note regarding
applicant's response to Item 2 FI which states:

'The letters from the regulatory authorities relate primarily to environmental matters and
make no reference to the structural stability of pipelines constructed in deep peat soil and, as
such, do not provide the written confirmation requested under Item 2",

Some comments to the Board on 'consents' gifted (my choice of word for which I take full
responsibility) by Frank Fahey to the applicant:

Had no HSA input - confirmed by Mr. John Colreavy, HSA

Posford Haskoning confirm they were requested to consider environmental concerns only
ERM likewise did not consider pipeline stability and safety

The Andrew Johnson Report, on the basis of which Frank Fahey, Michael J. Daly and,
more recently, Dermot Ahern would appear to consign the HSE status of the receiving
communities and receiving environment to an unmitigagg,d Risk Society is signed, simply,
Andrew Jehnson - no provenance, no details of professtonal competence and no details of
the huge Professional Indemnity Insurance higﬁ‘ signing off on an unprecedented
upstream pipeline would warrant. The contifinéd adherence to a document which is
essentially useless for the purposes for whiclf @%vasiis touted by DOMNR and DCMNR is
a scandal. The risk to which the curreng\qi\@ former ministers with responsibility for the
protection of citizens' interests - locallgx\;@éHSE context; nationally in exposure to potential
Financial Less - is breathtaking. \léhe leve it is valid to question whether or not this
amounts to negligence on the pa¢t &fo’current Minister D. Ahern and former Minister, F.
Fahey. 6\00
The Foreshore Licence - whicﬁermitted the despoilation of Glengad beach - was signed
by Frank Fahey on his last dﬁg/ in ministerial office and while consideration of P01/900 was
still before ABP.

While not being intemperate enough to lay the blame for the devastation wrought by the
Dooncarton landslides solely at the door of Royal Dutch/Shell, I believe the following
concerns are valid and they remain unaddressed -

(i) could the continuous thundering of heavily laden trucks drawing fill to the gifted
Glengad landfall site (in the absence of a TMP as required per 'consents' and not available
in MCC offices) have been a contributory factor to events of Sept. 19 '03?

(ii) could the combination of (i) with the trenching assault in Broadhaven Bay - at right
angles to traffic route and creating vibrations into Dooncarton Hill - have been a
contributory factor to 22 landslides on a2 mountain certified by Teagasc as not overgrazed
when the neighbouring Knocknalower Hill, adjudged overgrazed, experienced the same
rainfall event yet remained intact?

Post Sept. 19 2003, the following comments were made on the "Tonight with Vincent
Browne Show', RTE. Presenter on both nights was Shane Kenny. In a response to a
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phoned-|aTqinIEDPe consequanges for afea if upstream pipeline was in situ at that time, the
Mayo C Condon stated Thaj the pipeline 'was at a different location'(23:09:'03)

the following might VI D Ciiiv stated that 'there was no question of the
pipeline crossing the land' (24:09:'03). Tape recording of comments available.

Nat. Policy on SD: It is at best untenable for the SP to cite SD policy in support of grant of
permission (with cenditions!) to P03/3343. It is a moot point whether or not Ireland should
vigorously promote its current offshore oil/gas exploration policy given its genesis in Ray
Burke. Laying that aside for the moment it is neither rational nor tenable to extrapolate
that to mean it is vital that a gas refinery be sited in Ballinaboy. While it may be perceived
as vital to some political and vested interest egos it is not only not vital, but actually
inimical to, proper Sustainable Development in the Erris Region.

Above-ground structures: At ABP Oral Hearing ref. PL 16.126073 Ms. Jacintha Healy
raised the spectre of coming to the attention of Osama bin Laden. There have been global
developments since then, not contextualised by the SP in his consideration of P03/3343.
This issue was raised recently by Mr. Eamon Ryan, Green Party T.D., speaking in the Dail
on the Maritime Security Bill 2004 — please see appended Connaught Telegraph article,
19th May '04. In the changed global political climate since gifting of offshore consents
there can no longer be any assumed certainty that upstream oil/gas infrastructure will not
be considered for terrorist attack. When one considers the proposed location of the Corrib
upstream pipeline at the bottom of Dooncarton Hill in conjunction with the domed radar
station at the top of Dooncarton Hill, the oppor ui%ity of 'two birds' might prove
irresistible. The extinction of People and Place wenld, as with all terrorist activity, be
considered merely as collateral damage. Pro@e“t?ﬁicuring of the upstream pipeline from
Glengad to Ballinaboy could only be pa@ﬁgﬁoddressed by a continuous heavy armed?
security presence with attendant lightin%Q e ting, dogs, helicopters - and would alse oblige
patrolling inner Broadhaven Bay. ThatSxdy lies madness.

TENORM: It shows a curiously. \gﬁg@ed thought process to 'assess’ that just because
TENORM isn't mentioned in thegEl\Sbit therefore cannot possibly exist.

In a similar cavalier fashion referénce in the EIS to one woodcock recorded Mar. '01 and
one snipe in Nov. '01 is blithg}# accepted by the SP. The fact that the second largest flight
pattern of woodcock in theworld comes in over Ballinaboy is, because of its omission from
the EIS, not considered by the SP. I acknowledge the expertise of Mr. John E. Coleman,
Hill and Valley Private Gun and Sporting in this matter.

Lighting at night: Any possible comment 1 could make on this 'assessment' would perforce
involve the overuse of asterisks.

Conclusions and Recommendations: There is no difficulty with MCC being statute bound
to have regard to national policy. That said, if national policy becomes a synonym for the
O Ciiiv 'no other option' policy — please refer to appended MCC submission, 30th. Jan. —
then a serious difficulty presents itself. On the broader issue of whether current national
policy is synenymous with the National Interest and whether the National Interest is at all
times best served by 'short-termist’ politicians for the egalitarian benefit of all citizens, I
submit - witheut comment - for the consideration of the Board the complete record of one
of my attempts to ascertain the true benefit, if any, accruing to the State from the
Licensing Terms for Offshore Qil and Gas Exploration and Development 1992 — as
initiated by Ray Burke in September 1987.
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And so, having nedded his way through a spurious EIS, Mir. Dougl:?s&gt!i&'ow%me well-
earned R&R — for a month, LTR-DATED EROM

P03/3343 First Schedule 4. g

It is sufficiently irritating to read through anything produced by Mr. Tom Phillips, TPA &
Associates, without meeting a regurgitated version of same by the SP.

P03/3343 Second Schedule
In this 'great little country' of ours, there appears to be an insuperable problem with
competent, committed adherence to conditions imposed by either the Local Authority (or,
in the case of large projects, possible ABP conditions "policed’ by the Local Authority), in
the first instance by the developers and, following such failure, the lack of ability and/or
will on the part of the Local Authority to robustly pursue their statutory duties in this
regard. This is demonstrably true in cases of both regulated and unregulated development.
There appears to be a widespread perception, among developers and many Local
Authority personnel, that conditions are a formulaic convention, put there for
appearances but not really to be spoken about in polite society post grant of planning
permission. The RTE Prime Time programme, 19th April '04 provided incontrovertible
examples of Local Authority laxity in the execution of their statutory duties. Such laxity is
not surprising given that (a) if a Local Authority permits something - with conditiens! -
then, essentially, by their reckoning, it's more or less acceptable. If the decision of the
Local Authority is appealed to ABP and permis ion is dealt with by way of further
conditions, the regulation/enforcement of such&%ﬁﬁlﬁons reverts to the Local Authority.
Human nature being just that, the Local A etfaﬁty members who took flak over the initial
decision and were subsequently subjectegQ‘t\gzﬁle additional 'stress' of addressing the ABP
process will not, I believe, be too well dispgsed in any future dealings with appellants.
In the Erris area at present, the(@'@oclear corroboration of the above. Local people
challenged the decision of MCCQ?I\Qﬁ:e matter of the Glancré Teo. plant at Muingmore
through a Section V Appeal to Agﬁ This appeal was upheld. Glancré Teo. then instigated
High Court proceedings againgf eight named appellants to ABP; MCC was a Notice Party.
At great temporal and mom&ﬁlry expense the local people met the challenge while MCC
skulked in the background and did nothing. On 3rd May '04 Ms. Justice Laffoy found in
favour of the local people; costs were awarded in their favour on May 10th and the Court
Order issued on that date. Yet operations continue at the plant. In a stiffly worded
statement to the local radio station the Glancré Teo. MD claimed the company was
producing peat-based fuel. The Co. Sec. J. Condon stated that because MCC only became
aware of the Court Order in the past couple of days, they now had to 'study’ it - this
despite being a Notice Party in the first instance! Meanwhile, local people have no idea of
what's going on behind the locked Glancré Teo. gates, MCC appear not to want to know
and the only 'fuel' produced in public by Glancré Teo. to date has been that which fuels
fires of frustration, anxiety and anger.
That is the context in which I comment on P03/3343 Second Schedule.
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P03/3343 Condition

1
AN BORD PLEANALA |
TIME BY 2
26 MAY 2004 3@
LTR-DATED FROM
PL

Indigenous Stakeholder Comment

| Reference to only 23" Dec. plans and
| documentation is puzzling

Omission of ref. to hard copy EIS

| validated 17" Dec.

Legnlly Inndmg agreements and
covenants referred to are redundant
since TMP as accepted by MCC
includes acceptance of risk by MCC

Design and specification inferior to

| that for proposed refinery site roads

Will further reduce limited visual

| screening capacity

Impossible to implement

Was supposed to happen with P01/90;
didn’t

- -]

Impossible to implement

Window dressing

10 (i)

(i)

L-1204, L-12044 will never be capable

of bearing such loads

No details in EIS re ‘materials

transported frgm Belmullet’ - if

haulage of materials through Belmullet

|s comln &‘\om Ballyglass Pier then
athe of Erris eccupied by

;] ng, nt

11

>
2

shcceptable disruption to local
eople; unacceptable potential danger
in case of emergencies

12

Impossible to implement

13

Not rationally connected to the reason
stated

14

As 13

15

As 13, plus impossible to implement

16

This condition demonstrates, 1 believe,
fundamental abrogation of planning
responsibility. A Project Monitoring
Committee (PMC), has no statutery
relevance and, as such, is a means of
relieving the members of the PMC of
the statutory responsibilities for which
they would be answerable if they
remained within their relevant
agencies. As such, I believe the PMC is
a pernicious planning cop-out
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17 | Window dressin
18 Reference to 23™ Dec. EIS only
19 Impossible to implement
M+ Not tenable
TIME By al Y Admission of, rather than condition
———— against oil pollution and impossible to
implement
Z6MAY 008 12 What if it isn’¢?
23,24 EIS states no blasting will accur;
FI;IR-DATED_______ FRom______ therefore, why condi%ion it - unless EIS
. . .
reference to ‘chemical crack inducer’ is
euphemism for blasting, in which case
EIS/SP being disingenuous
25,26 Not tenable, not implementable
27,28 As above
29 Not possible — interference with
| woodcock flight pattern not addressed
30 Didn’t happen with P01/900, therefore
no guarantee of implementation re
P03/3343
33-36 Inadequate
37-45 Pro forma fonsc;ocation close to
adequate a&ﬁzl appropriate fire fighting
l'acili\'eS' femote Iocation of proposed
refi &éﬁot addressed by conditions
j\lé ore inimical to reasons stated
46-49 Qq‘b ical to principles of SD when
é'Jx\O\V\Qi‘predicated on presestce of gas refinery.
RO | Condition 49 Reason insulting to Place
50 & A‘\\Q Superfluous — IAA agreement already
o on file P03/3343
51 &0 Inimical to reason stated
52-63 oﬁ\dy Not rational per stated reason ‘to
@) .
ensure adequate protection of the
environment during construction’.

Condition 61 implementation not

credible
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64 | A nonsense _
65 Inimical to reason stated
66 Irrelevant
67 Irrelevant
68 Irrational
69 Silly
70 Dec. 23" EIS reference only — entirely
implausible and unimplementable
71-73 Irrelevant as has already been
! demonstrated through applicant’s
depredations at Glengad
74 Reference to 23™ Dec, EIS only
75 A nonsense since no bond is sought for
proposed operational period — is this
condition born of Asahi experience?
AN BORD PLEANALA
THAE \gj
zwm 2004
SaF FROM
XS é e
A
Appendices A&QLO&\_ Comments
Appendix 1 & A“\Q Subjective tick list of SP — of no other
. N particular relevance
Appendix 3 {gﬁ‘&o Please refer to appended copy App.3,
_ S with hand written comments
Appendix 4 Item 2 SP response at variance with
. £ opinion of FTC - )
Appendix 5 Third party submissions — 100% -
returned by those with genuine
concerns and fears;
vested/self/sponsorship interest third
parties not apparently capable of

anything other that original 1-page
effort
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AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

Royal Dutch/Shell (RD/S) have a dirty past, a crisis-ridden prefent and Sublédft3agifuture.

& GATEReve that iB®ihoves afl

Since 9th January, 2004, RD/S is no longer perceived as a colo
Planning Authorities and regulatory bodies to give due rega
corporate health of the applicant since, as Co. Mayo learnt to its cost with the Asahi plan
Killala (not acceptable in Tito's Yugoeslavia, hence Killala), the corporate entity which
underpins the men and women in suits — towards whom so many forelocks are tugged - can
prove as finite as the besuited men and women are; as indeed are the sans culottes and all
humankind.

Since 9th. January, when RD/S was forced - per SEC requirements - to publish a 20%
downgrade in its proven reserves (since upgraded to 24.5% - fourth downgrade announced
24" May °04), that corporate entity is convulsed. Internally, executives are primarily
concerned with keeping their heads off the block; externally shareholders, including large
pension-fund managers, are becoming increasingly 'bolshie'.

The proper development of the Corrib Reserves should, 1 believe be considered in this context
and I consider the following comments relevant to the Board's deliberations.

Since there is no proof forthcoming from PAD, DCMNR of the actual reserves in Corrib/
Dooish/Cong - that is, if they themselves actually know — it cannot be dismissed that, in this
case, RD/S may be understating reserves and Philip Watts, by acquiring Enterprise Oil plc. at
a price in excess of Markets expectation at the time may have been acting not unlike Nick
Leeson of Barings Bank. Please note that the first email froth Walter Van de Vijver stating
'group guidelines are no longer fully aligned with SEC rufes' was sent to RD/S Committee of
Managing Directors (CMD) on Feb. 11th, 2002. Qeﬁ’ﬁﬁril 3rd. 2002 it was announced that
RD/S had agreed to buy Enterprise Oil plc. Unti#lss‘was escorted by RD/S security from the
Shell Building immediately after being sacked.@biﬁp Watts was chairman of the CMD,

If the Corrib Reserves are the 870 bef currﬁﬂz}'& stated then the proposal for Ballinaboy is no
longer tenable for the financial reasons.w@usly adduced by the applicant because (a) they
wasted shareheolder capital on an lll‘@)\:?%h concept with P01/900 and (b) the further cost
entailed in the preparation of another\s‘i)Qurious EIS, together with the extra cost of peat slurry
transportation, road 'upgrades’, shéet piling, 'soil' strengthening, importation of fill, cement
etc. etc. is now a demented fipgincial proposal for RD/S shareholders as well as being a
demented sustainable development proposal for Erris. If, as is more credible, Ballinaboy is to
be the new Bacton, that reality needs to be established now to enable a proper planning
consideration to be undertaken.

RD/S, despite CSR rhetoric, cannot credibly lay claim to kudos either in the area of proper
planning and sustainable development or in the area of stakeholder relations. As with the
simple contrast of Mamé's Brown Bread v Filter Cake, I would like to provide one contrasting
tale of 'stakeholders' to the Board. Shell E&P Ireland make effective use of photo
opportunities when dispensing stakeholder? Sponsorship to Carne Golf Club (ake Erris
Tourism). After Shell were finally obliged to publish the CMRC Report - Cetacean baseline
study in Broadhaven Bay - I contacted Michael J. Daly, P.O. PAD requesting copy of same. he
suggested I contact Shell and was informed by me that he was welcome to do so if he
considered it appropriate. After much to-ing and fro-ing I eventually received a CD copy of
the report on 24th. Feb. '04. Based on my stakeholder experience to date, I brought the
unopened registered letter to the Shell office in Bangor; opened it in the presence of Shell
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employee John Cronin and asked him to check it on the office computer - it didn't work, The
accompanying letter from Ms. Steen informed me that a hard copy was available on payment
of €50.00. T handed a cheque for €50.00 to John Cronin - there were no cameras there to
record the event. The cheque went through my bank account on 12th. May '04.

AN BORD py_
TIME By EANALA |
————— —
26 MAY 2004
LTR-D
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Order of Appendices |me

AN BORD PLEANALA
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The Sunday Times May 4 2003 (extract) LTR-DATED

26 MAY 2004

FROM

PL

Micheal O Seighin Submission ABP Oral Hearing PL 46116073

Irish Times April 23 2004

Schedule 3, Special Conditions Plan of Development
Mayo News 21 January 2004 (extract)

‘Word Count’ FTC Geotechnical note

MCC letter re HSA Report

Connaught Telegraph 19 May 2004

FOI Correspondences

Carne Golf Club NN
Pro-Am Programme 2002 RN
Pro Eiris Gas Group (PEGG) & A
Plus ca change! S
Power Engineers Inc. Oo(\f
Sundry RD/S Correspondences
Submission, MCC, 30 January 2004

The Changing Global Gas Market, Malcolm Brinded
Submission FI, MCC, 01 April 2004

Note

Ken Saro-Wiwa, RIP
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Nonsense, some ministers
snorted. More than 850 billion
cubic feet of natural gas had
just been found off the coast
of Mayo, cnough to supply the

BY

AY 2004

AN BORD PLEANALA (

FROM

LTR-DATED

try for 20 years. Shell
wphld be pumping it ashorc
by §2002. Why on carth did
Irglind necd another intercon-
ndRor?

ckily, O'Rourke pre-
vailed. The interconnector was
affroved in February 2001.
“Ifgt hadn’t been, we wouldn't
hive cnough gas now,” an offi-
cibf said last week.

he gas off Co Mayo, a

ddfosit two-thirds the size of
sale, is still untouched. It
discovered in 1996, but
onc atom has been moved
the 230m-year-gld reser-

LY

%:ﬁmfadfw, /f@ 4 o3 (éﬁﬂzﬁzs ;

11,500ft under the sea,
located 45 miles off the Bel-
mullet peninsula,

Following a decision by An
Bord Pleanala last week, it
will be at least two more years
before Mayo sces any meth-
anc. The board overturned

. planning permission for a gas

terminal that Shell was propos-
ing to build on a bog five
miles infand. The company is
now considering its position,
There was consternation in
political and business circles
at the decision. Shell had been
put through a strenuous scries
of planning hoops, including
wecks of oral hearings, over
the terminal. It had got plan-
ning permission, with oncrous
conditions, from Mayo county
council. But, despitc months
of preparation and spending
up to €100m, Shell is back to
square one after the planning
appeals board ruled against it
on one rclatively tiny point.
Really, though, the com-
pany fell victim to Ireland’s

O
Dr Owens Wiwa: ogﬁigﬁ%

Wiwa, a Nigerian writer exe-  which represents Irish-based  about two metres on an adjoin-

culed in 1995 over his opposi-
tion 1o Royal Dutch Shell's
activities in Ogoniland in the
Niger Delta, Wiwa, who
appeared at the hearings, com-
pared Shell’s policics in Ogon-
iland to what it was doing in
north Mayo, or BOGoniland,
as some wags took to calling
it.

Wiwa argued that Ireland
should not “negotiatc away™
its environment for the prom-
ise of a few jobs. It is the
same company,” he said.
“There is the same sori of
promisc of jobs in the initial
phase, and the promise that
there will be no impact on
people’s way of life.

“In the Niger Delta there
were a few jobs initially in

M
pipe-laying, butq\}:%&)quickly
local people, werg, being told
that they Swefen't  skilled
en'?_ugh.:(\ O

o, this.@motive argument
was %@P 5&d the uwsual com-
plaing$about the environmen-

ta \19‘1\!0(: the terminal would
posedly wreak on locals,

oil rig workers, pointedly ques-
tioned Shell’s intentions, not-
ing that whatever thc com-
pany was spending in capital
costs could be entircly written
off against tax in the carly
years of production.

The economic bencfits to
Mayo were questioned too.
Shell was promising 500 jobs
in the construction stage, and
50 or more full-time posts in
the terminal, but that wasn’t
enough to salisfy critics who
wondered how many of them
would be local and how many
towns in Mayo would be on
the pipeline.

The complaints drowned
out the voices in lavour of the
project, those who argued that
Mayo and the west of Ireland

6 There is nto
certainty any project
will get planning
permission, even at
the end of a
two-year process
sugh'as the one
é@hich Shell

Sendured 9

badly nceded whatever eco-
nomic fillip the gas would pro-
vide, especiaily the jobs.

The pro-gas lobby was led
by Frank Leneghan, a Fianna
Fail councillor in Belmullet
who krnows from personal
cxperience how badly Mayo
needs c¢conomic investment.

“Banana” syndrome — Build Ptourists and the scenery. More  Like many of his fricnds and

Absolutely Nothing  Any-
where Near Anyone. A small
group of disgruntled Jocals,
allied to an even smaller group
ofl dedicated environmental-
ists, fought Shell through the
planning process, the courts
and in Europe. They only
nceded to get lucky once. Only
one of their objections necded
to be upheld. Eventually, just
onc was,

Many large engincering
projects in Ireland over the
last decade have suffered a
similar faie, From the Spire in
0'Connell Street to the rede-
velopment of Ballymun flats,
the construction of roads,
incinerators, marinas and golf
courses; all have been harried
by cnvironmental groups and
put through the lottery of the
planning process. Delays and
cost overruns are the result.

Some argue that last week's
gas decision was worse. Finn
Lyden, managing dircctor of

than 60 people were ready 1o
“pack their suitcases if this
development goes ahead”, An
Taisce said.

Actually, as otler oppo-
nents  admitted, only 16

school mates, he emigrated o
London in the 1980s in scarch
of work.

“The majority of people
thought this [the project] was
gocd for the area,” he said fast

houses were anywhere near week. “Only a small number
the terminal. The closest to  objected. If I thought the termi-
Shell’s gas pipeline was 70 nal was a danger, | wouldn't

metrcs away.

The more technical argu-
ment, put forward by Greg
Cascy, a Cork-based lawyer
acting for An Taiscc, was that
Shell was bringing the gas
ashorc in the wrong place,
well away from centres of pop-
ulation that might benefit
from the fuel and requiring
Bord Gais to build a lengthy
cross-country pipe in order to
pump it into the national grid.
Shell was putting profit first,
critics argued, apparcently
ignoring the fact that €800m
will be needed to bring the gas
ashore.

The site of the terminal, on a

P

have supported it. I visited onc
in Holland rccently and it
made me more convinced than
ever, This [the decision] is a
financial disaster.”

'An Bord Pleanal: cventu-
ally ruled against Shell on just
onc point. It decided that
though its terminal would
have an adverse visual impact
in the area, that was not seri-
ous enough to refluse planning
permission. It agreed that the
development might not consti-
tute the best development of
the Corrib gas field in terms of
serving Mayo, but that wasn’(
a pood cnough reason to turn
the terminal down cither.

ing site of 94 acres with a two
degree slope. There might be a
landslide of peat, the board
reckoned.

Some experts found the deci-
sion baffling. Was there no

E.way to cngineer a solution?

Paddy Purcell, director gen-
eral of the Institution of Engi-
ncers of Ireland, said: “The
sitc for the gas station was
chousen by professional geo-
technical engincering consult-

"ants working following an
exhaustive study. All the tech-
nical cvidence provided by
|Shell’s] advisers was  that
there is a negligible risk to the
stability of the peat. The board
considercd, without export
advice, that all the specialist
advisers were wrong. This is
an astounding conclusion.”

There is also concern at the
message the decision sends to
forcign companics consider-
ing investment in Ireland,
There is no certainty that any
project will get planning per-
mission, even at the end of a
two-year process such as the

one which Shell endured. And |

this happened despite the sup-
portive position adopicd by
the Irish government, which
did everything in its power to
help the project. It is not as if
forcign investors are lining up
to explore Irish waters for gas
and oil. The exploration fail-
ure rate in Ireland is very high.
The Corrib find was a strike
against the head.

Fergus Cahill, chairman of
the Irish Offshore Operators
Association, described  last
week's planning decision as a
serious blow. 1 am concerned
that companics who have
remained committed to Ire-
land despite the low success
rate, and who are investing
€100m in oflshore activity this
scason, may reconsider their
involvement here,” he said.

Apart from the company,
the locals are (he other real
losers,

“I am absolutcly disgusted
and disheartenced by what has
happened,” said Johnny Mce,
a Labour councillor. “Those
50 jobs were very important. |
am also appalled at some of
the tactics used by the groups
who opposed this, and who
deprived people of their liveli-
hood.

“I'm an arch cnemy of An
Taisce, Duchas and the rest.
We have a beautiful country
and they come up here for a
fortnight, drive around, and dis-
appear off again. They are not
as conversant with the county
as people who live here. And
we cannol live on scencry.”

A jubilant An Taisce regards
the decision as one of its big-
gest successes, and proudly

-
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—© Cultural Heritage Context
.In the EIS as prepared by RSK Ltd., and which had to [ orm the basis of the plannin g
decision of Mayo Co. Co. in respect of this gas project, cultural heritage matters are dealt
with as is compulsory and indeed in that spirit. In reality, which is where we ljv » Sttltre
properly understood is all. Culture is not merely some stone remains, or cven oalled pobts
or deer traps under or over the bog, though these kind of artifacts are indeed a pattf
culture, and we have traditionally given some of them semi-mythical status, for a
ycars or maybe centurics.

(EABALA;
FROM

—r

caf
>
[ve]

Culture, however, is how we live, what we do, how we mould our environment to pc
with the struggle of living and rearing a f amily; how we and our sometimes harsh o
environment come to a compromise that enables both (o thrive in a modified spatis lﬁnqu
attitudinal context. Culture is not a suburban luxury: it is the "dluth agus inneach” wnlf
and woof) of our exislence, allowing for all the clements, good anc[!a bad, tj{ our cxis 2:){“1:&‘Z A j &
prescntly, historicallly and even evolutionary elements, ﬁ%, ﬂafﬁ.ip e b:a.cv , 6,’,1:_‘ 7
The rather gimmicky scries of ads on TV for something or othér catches, one cynically .
expects unintentionally, the reality of culture, a livin g organism - the ads that refer to
building on the shoulders of giants. Culture is the public manifestation of how we live, in '
the sense that our culture is what we are seen to be, both by oursclvegand from an
external viewpoint. The view form the latest pair of shoulders in O@@«\. cvoloution.

&
The concept of area has been slaughtercd by this EIS, ﬂlolﬁ’gﬁ*%ll more so in the oral
hearing - may | suggest by us all. The local area, a rcg}wﬂlifying factor for a
communily, can and has become an Alice in Wondtifand concept and means what |
mean it to mean - sometimes any part of Irelan\djp&s% source for cladding,sometimes Béal
Atha na Buf" sometimes...whatever sujts. Iﬁtz%@}\cullurc, local is real. It is not real for us deech
lo try to confine the consideration of this terminal to the some hundreds of acr%b A /
officially is intended to comprisc the teginal. The entire Din Chaochiin arca from e anelucdfla
Glenamoy area north to the sca, and much of Diin Chiortéin, from Ceann Tré Chiortdin f/éﬁm uu&"
(now Barr na Tr4) to Sruth Mhada Conn is the local area. From a cultural historical '
perspective, Glenamoy consists of the entire arca between the two ri vers, the Dearg(Béal
Deirg) and the Buf (Béal Atha na Buf) - between the Red and the Yellow, the colouring
of two diffcrent irons, and ori ginally a marsh and barrier to communication,
Carrying on with cultural elements we note that the Celts, which is largely us, in our e ’é"“’“}}i
cvolved enriched present, that the Celts wrote their novels on the landscape: The Apto tﬁ-ffﬂ(! Mj"( [/E
Dindscanchas is a highly imaginative carly Irish verse glorification of tle placenamcs of ¢pn-Lt e
Ircland, personalising and deifying much of the landscape - herein the importance of (he ¢ 4w ¢4
visual and not confined to Hellenistic concepts of balance and bcauly)‘_'l_’o_ illustrate: Sruth o
Mhada Conn is widely slaughtered - as massacred as Mozart bocht is reputed 1o be. Tt is 7 0//, A
“the stream of the dog of the hound®, which is quite odd until one realises that it is merely ehing o

5 . g . aa ( Lot Lt
an expression of the totemism that is an element of our basic Animism. Further the /f'l ‘ r

)

ORD P
26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED
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"Conn" part is the Conn, one of the children of Lir, and to go a step further, when the

SV lic in the stream, instead of overflying to the bog lakes, they arc held to herald a
dcath in the communitics along the shore. Do we believe this? Probably no. Do we live as
if we believe it? This is a diffcrent question.

Din Chiortdin commemorates the steward of Domhnall Dualbhui, who was killed in the
process of T4in B6 Flithais, when Queen Maceve's army attacked Erris.On the way her
warrior daughter, Calaire, was killed, and so we have Gleanncalry. Her army moved

FROM

through Muing Engéin (badly slaughtered in this hearing) to Rath Morgain, where battic

BY,
26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED
PL

was joincd, through Diin Domhnainn"now Glencastle, over the hill to Ceann Tra Ciortdin,
where Domhnall Dualbhuf was killed. (Din Dombhnainn is the fort in the middle of the
valley now surrounded by gravel pits, and past which some thousands of lorries of [ill are
intended to pass. The name Domhnann recalls also the people of Devon.To the south of
that, and just over the quarried ridge, is the fort of Ferdia, of T4in B6 Cuailgne fame.) We

AN BORD PLEANALA

TIME

do think the Grecks would now be more careful of their own Micenae than the guardians
of our heritage are.

I have scen a man's thimble illegally recovered from a wreck off Brandy point, past '
which the gas pipe elc is intended to pass. Just off Rinn Rua is the wreck of a Dutch Man

of War, apparcntly from the wars of navigation in sccond half of 17" century.(some

divers have removed ballast lead from the site - it helps to pay for expenges cte. )

When King Darby Cormack lost 8000 acres of the then Glenamoy loo@omwcll on the

basis of the Down Survey, he continued his profitable piracy n&@i@‘h an Inbhir(a.k.a.

Broadhaven Bay) uatil an English admiral was dispatched \gﬁ?@%ﬁclchcd his neck on the

yardarm. The piracy continued - An Caiptin Mdilleach, @?@P\Bﬁn a Carmaic, ship raiding

during the famine, ete. + Q}C\Fdor-emﬂf Fa¥s) i’_;@,#‘

NN
7

Real cumulalive change is evolutionary: 20 or 3&@2&5 is an Asahi-type abberation. .sue & /ML-'

:/'/"M'kggd f@ Aaw/rz’.*&wd&- @u«u[eu LA [n LLL!

= ,Lg-r._;év’r—?—;. Ly T':;-q ,;’iL/LLZ"LQ[
Many of the difficulties assocm cd with thjgfrqcc are ulll;ral CVCN iN & NArTOW scnsc
-Ml’ﬂ/‘b CEL &-L Lﬂ{?

of perceptions. In an mtcrvneonn 'radio na Gaeltachta last week the interviewer said "But
jobs arc the most important thing?" 1 said” No! Health is the most important thing." |
don't think the interviewer understood me cither because she was on a different track to
me, having interviewed Brian OCathdin earlier, and was hoping for some kind of couflict
that reporters are told makes good broadcasting. There is a cultural blockage here:
according to the stercotype we, the objectors, should be against the gas - nothing else fits
in. But we're not. [ hate coal, necessary in space and time but disastrous. Natural gas once
scparaled from less savoury traces is as near to a perfect fucl in to-day's technological
millcu as we have access to, apart from wind, which is fcasible but not sufficient: and the
fuels of the future based on hydrogen et being researched mainly by the major oil
companics, are just that - for the future. WE should be simple, and are, bul wc choose
our own simplicity -possibly "u {ool who loves his folly."

r
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y problem with Brian and more so with the guardians of our democracy, clected or
'appomtcd or just doing a job, is a cultural onc of incomprehension. The project is said (o

be good for the "area” - jobs. If the area does'nt gain much, it is good f{or the country. |
not at all accept that the gains are as suggested, but the starting point is that I and "oth
(as we are so charmingly called by An Bord Pleandla) want the gas from this ficld an
any other to be available so that it can replace dirty coal, but we want it to come in, in
way that is consistent with the most advanced technology and thinking within the
hydrocarbon industry. We want the best - we do not believe that there is any justificati
for anything less: and the best is the cleanest, that will maximise the benefits and almo
climinate the dangers, in accordance with developed and working technology, that wil
standard from now on in this new century, of different standards, born of the mistakes

the past. Surely, if the project is advanced in one of the sea-bascd ways, that arc possible,

(been there, done that) but not as immediately profitable as this version of the tie-back,
the jobs will still be available, especially as the project is designed to minimise the
staffing(in accordance with best managerial practice.)at the terminal? I don’t understand
the confusion.(Jobs not in Erris - but that's national/E.U. good. Ad infinitum.

I suppose we should be against the multinationals? Two of my family work for
multinationals and haven't been caten yet. Besides the Catholic Hennesy who fled from
Anglican prosccution in Ireland to produce brandy in France, and thrézl’rotcstanl Martell
who cqually fled from Catholic persccution in France to produceyd lﬁandy, both
mullinationals, have made subslantial contributions to the mﬁs&%f human h'\ppmcss -
mine included. Real change is slow and incremental: »@p il naaA Liewe ld

Pl a&’ /ﬁ;«v yealily -

Jobs/wages input arc a major immediate cultur%&gﬁhcncc 1 do not fear the'social

- =

z -

W 8 g

o o >_&

= =

Bl e

s &

Ecg =

of £ g a
(_f)"t1if’£

consequences of 500 libidinous constructio %@vg&crs descending on the arca: Erris ladics

t@%cmporary newcomers could be like me
lucky cnough to be snared by an Ernis wg?nan Anyhow, no one pays any attention!"l'is
not a cultural imperative, and would li?rdly require the quarantine measures necessitated

are not Sabine nor supine, though some of g\

on Shetland. The reality is however that construction work on major projects is and has to

be almost entirely covered by permanent contract staff: 'tis perfectly normal: there is no
mystery involved: there would be some local jobs, during the two years construction
phase. We find the efforts to blow up this into a major spending bonanza inexplicable in
the cxtreme, because no one, except - let's be charitable - thinks otherwise. Likewisc
accommodation, in our scnse of B&B and anciilary comforts, (not in the architeclural
sense as applied to the terminal building) I am told that there has been a huge drop in
registration of B&Bs with Bord Féilte in the wider Erris area: but | would discourage the
practice of counting chickens or to put it in Gacilge "furachas an tstonnaigh ar mhagairli
an tairbh,” as Aesop said.

(%)
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Qrchacological study on this project has been intense, but confined to consideration of
that which is academically associated with this area, and so with desklop access. I have

mentioned cisewhere the at least cqual significance of, for example the hand-cut sod
fences in Rosport(or Scanmhachairc-Léana Mhianaigh in the vernacuiar) that arc a kind
that will never be repeated. The drains, like so much of cultural cxpression, are of a time
and cqually like so much else, arc a testament to the persistence of the human spirit,in s}
determination to succeed and carve out a viable place, even on the margins. Once
damaged that is that. This serics of holdings are also the visible remains of the open field
system based on Rosport House, and long replaced elsewhere by the enclosures that

became modern practice. This will not be repeated: "there is a tide in the affairs of man”

&

cte. The cultural significance of this field system should be considered. (For the benefit of
United Kingdom Royalists who may be present - 1 would , were I English, be morc 2
Roundhead - Rosport House was built by the Great-great Grandfather of the lady who is
marricd to Prince Edward Windsor: this man,An Méistir Mér, was a Quaker and a man ol
greal humanity at a time when such was in short supply and looked on askance by the
laisscr [aire establishment of 1846 England. Rosport House is 150 metres north of the
proposed pipeline and 50 metres from the saimon pool that, draflnetted, provided the
main cash-income for Rosport House family.Samuel Burns, An Maiistir Mér, spoke Jrish
mainly. The roof timbers are bog-deal {rom the surrounding bogs. i€’ made his
conlribution to surv:vqblhtyKTwo year's construction will nol d&hroy spoken
lnshlG'lcll c: social dymmlcs are more complex than thaty; iﬁ pcoplc morg discerning. -
r«au‘f'f- Aly/? M—r/.\gﬁ ZA/JW a'faﬁfzﬁ'{g é@ 'r-ﬂ{ s f(_/f‘:}-&dh
We are all now very much affected or afflicted - w&n Hgvcr you choosc by the mass
consumer culture for which we blame the Amc&i’ﬁ that much we share, likely as the
Northern England Celts shared the same C\Q&x\rmextcnnls with the citizens of the capital,
Rome. There are major differences in almu{I?Qhowcvur, throughout the spherc of
influence of this American supcrmarkct,gﬁ’ his was illustrated very clearly by Mr. Tom
Philips during his contributions, last Glcck which clearly showed the sceds of potential
discord, were this project to go ahead. Mr. Tom Phillips is, [ understand, advancing this ,/A* s
project on a managerial front , in the name of RSK Ltd. His clear pride - 'ﬂg_goubl ru.hly
entitled - in his facilitation of the aviation tower on Cnoc an Chdibin-showed clearly his /
distance from the community or his indifference to the conscquences of his success. To A ;:E’;LL»"? =
the communily, this tower is a constant source of fear: its civil avialion remit as a ” pa’_ﬂ_b Pt
secondary input point is dwarfed by its physical bulk and ugliness: it may indced be sale ativou e ]
but then againThis hill is called Se4n sa Cheo:from a visual impact point of view we Cd“l &)p( 'Z

o ?A
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this pre-pubescent male-typeprotrusion "Leath-bhod Shedin”, which hic is proud to sce
< .ot
inflicted on a majestic female-type landscape. To add injury to insult, and so compound ;/ Le %—’
4 o,

our liking for the works of Mr. Phillips, and sympathy for his pomps, is the fact that At
Mayo Co. Co. has not only allowed this perversion to be constructed, but scems to/ have

e b o el by ()
o Loeot amm-m.,wyﬁ(f
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doubt say "Don't blame me": I am reluctant to call the Tetrarch of Galillee as my-&itn
Most seriously and fi ally, from this glance at the cultural context of this projec aMr
Phillips comment - and I am commenting thus, because [ am f ully aware of the 4 >
significance of his position within this process - When asked what would be the )gflt‘ﬁ:
of local workers who may have got employment before the proposed terminal en
tour of duty, he answered that by that time they would have enough skills to mo n.
The whole point of community, Mr. Phillips, is not Mmoving on: communily is ro lctl aznd
so builds up strategies and implementations for survival; fish spawn that is free-r OVilg
has a tiny survival rate. In the round, Mr. Phillips has made our case - there is no cvident
interface where these two attitudes can merge.

to bow to the wishes of this Aviation Authority in planning matters. Mr. Phillip ﬁill }o
ss.

FROM

76 MHAY 2004

LTR-DATED

Finally there is the ultimate hubris of the powerful-feeling operative, the cultural dead
end, the upstairs message to the downstairs: the "let them cat cake" with which Maric
Antoinette is so reviled. The Chief Planning Officer of Mayo County Council in her

comments to an Bord Pleanla finds the terminal could be g positive attraction [or the

area, because of the curiosity factor. This cultural gap I cannot bridge. J/f+ ,war? Je%

$  Aherer v mpnd

AL Ol AL sJ—rufjaq, J,&
Michedl O Scighi o‘@ SLar-r B ;:v’ft/;[;{\
tche? Scighin /[j

&Q\? ///f‘ 0/[0‘: ?{; a/*o{/?-i o

Thank you.
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‘a devalued currency’

Conference is told that planning agenda is driven by short-termism

Frank McDonALD,
EnviroNMENT EDITOR

The National Spatial Strategy
{N5S) is fast becoming “a
devalued currency...sacrificed on
the altar of political expediency”,
according to the president of the
Irish Planning Institute.

Addressing the institute's
annual conference in Mullingar
yesterday, Mr lain Douglas said
the planning agenda was being
driven by short-termism, which
was “the complete antithesis of
what planning should be about”.

“The Government is clearly
equivocating in its acceptance of
the NSS through the avertly polit-
ical gerrymandering of decentrali-
sation... and through the [recently
published] guidelines on rural
housing.

“The lack of overall vision in
planning is well exemplified by
the ongoing investment in rural
towns and villages of water and
sewerage infrastructure, which is
subsequently negated by the
free-for-all for housing in the

countryside.” .

Mr Douglas said the abuse of
Section 140 motions in Kerry to,
secure planning permission for
one-off houses in rural areas sug-
gested that the councillors
involved did not recognise that

“with power also comes responsi-+

bility"™.

What was happening in Kerry
“would lead one to question
whether those ¢lected members
have any cognisance of planning
for the common good rather than
simply vote-catching at the
expense of the environment”.

Accarding to Mr Douglas, it
was “quitc obvious” the trust that
should exist between councillors

ests and resolving conflicting
demands (or development.

“1 would argue that it is at this
very time and under these very
conditions that planners and plan-
ning can prave their worth, and it
is now that we should emphasise
the importance of having a vision
for the future,” Mr Douglas said.

“The planner's role is
becoming more demandigge than

at any time in the pagt¥1t now
" requires increased fgign. syn-

thesis, and mapag and admin-
istrative ski a%nré%der to support
and gui & public planning
process@rihg all its phases.”

TheVingtitute’s president told
i

ues that their media-

and planners had “completely tidngkills would become increas-

broken down” in Kerry and, to
lesser extent, in other counti

tious. %

He said “urgent measufes”
needed to be taken to_rostore
good working relagdnships
because planning waspart of a
political process &imed at bal-
ancing public and private inter-

important in the future.

>~ "Ultimately, good planning is
where rural pianning was co@él\'\{\q

about quality deciston-making
and effective working relation-
ships.

“Through good planning, devel-
opments should and do enhance
the environment in which they
are located, improving quality of
life - whether such improve-

ments are social, cultural, eco- |

nomic or environmental.”

M Niall Cussen, a former pres-
ident of the institute and leading
planner involved in preparing the
NS5 and the new rural housing
guidelines, agreed that planners
should become “the mediators in
this increasingly polarised
debate”.

He cited Cork County Coun-
cil’s rural housing design guide as
an example for other local author-
ities to follow because it showed
that a consensus could be
reached on the issue between
councillors, officials and the
wider public..

However Mr Cussen said there
was a need for more “evidence-
based policy”, particularly in iden-
tifying the key drivers behind the
phenomenon of one-off rural
housing and mapping the level of
development activity.

Emphasising the need for an
“upgrade” in the design of rural
housing, he said it would be up to
cach local authority to adapt the
new guidelines to its own area.

New Ac ademy for Heritage aims

to protect historical environment

Frona TYRRELL

Countering the profit-driven approach to
planning is the aim of a new organisation of
historians and academics, which is due to be
launched in the next two weeks.

The organisation plans to involve histo-
rians, archaeologists and other academics in
trying to protect what “is left of our historical
environment”, the historian, Prof Roy Foster,
a member of the new organisation, said
before addressing the History Society of
Trinity College, Dublin last night.

Academy for Heritage, which is being set
upby 20 academigs, historians and archaeolo-
gists in Ireland, aims to “speak up for her-
itage”, according to Dr David Edwards,
Department of History, University College of
Cork. The organisation plans to make regular
public comments on heritage conservation,
he explained. “We insist on having a role in
planning,” he said.

The moment is ripe for such’an organisa-
tion, according to Prof Foster, not only
because of the number of threatened sites,

"Historian Roy Foster: critical of “entirely
profit-driven approach to planning”

but also because of “clear evidence from the
tribunals and elsewhere how corrupt and
farcless the entire area of planning has been
in the past™.

Sites of historical importance which are
currently under threat, according to Prof

i tioms. An Taisce and Dichas, which has now

leaders of the 1916 Easter Rising had their last
headquarters before surrendering to British
forces; Yeats's house in Rathfarnham; Trim
Castle; the medieval pleasure grounds at Leap
Castle in Co Offaly; and Tara,

He hopes that the organisation will “draw
attention to these outrages and make An Bord
Pleandla look very carefully at decisions that
have been made by local authorities™.

He also called for the establishment of a
public body which can oppese planning deci-
sions rather than just make recommenda-

become the Heritage Service, have done “alot
of good work™ but a public body with “tecth”
is needed, he stated.

Public attention needs to be alerted to this |
issue before it is “too late”, according to Mr
Foster, who said that our historical, rural and |
urban environment is being damaged by an
“entirely profit-driven approach to planning”. |

The layers of historical wealth that were
once protected by Ireland’s poverty are now,
ironically, being destroyed by our prosperity, ‘

Foster, include No 16 Moore Street, where he added.

—]
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AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME 8y
SCHEDULE 3 26 MAY 2004
SPECIAL CONDITIONS LTR'DATED_ _  rnom
Lo

Prior to the commencement of any works, an Environmental Management Plan
(“EMP”) shall be drawn up for the approval of the Minister (subject 10 such
modifications, if anty, as he or she may deem appropriate).

The EMP shall provide detailed construction methodology and shall further consider
all potential and predicted impacts and how they shall be managed, the mitigation and
conirol measures and how they shall be implemented as well as monitoring proposed.

The EMP shall also give details of the targets for discharges from the Discharge
Pipeline and the measures to be undertaken to ensure that the targets are met in light
of construction and operational requirements. The EMP shall address, separately,
both construction aspects and operational aspects and should, as a minimum, include:

(a) traffic management;

(b) noise control procedures;

(c) landfall restoration plan; &
v\\é
(d) waste management pian; ﬁ
S
(e) oil spill control plan; and oy"? <
\Q @

()] environmental emergency pro@%ﬂ@ and contingency plans.

The EMP shall be formally revle%D and submitted for the approval of the Minister
(subject 1o such modnﬁcanon.«‘? y, as he or she may deem appropriate):

(a)  annually until the c@mencemem of production; and
(b) thereafter as delgjrrnmed by the Minister.

The Licensees shall:

(a})  at all times comply with the EMP;

(b)  provide the Minister and/or the EMG with such information in relation to
environmental management and monitoring pursuant to the EMP as is
reasonably required from time to time; and

(c) provide the Minister and/or the EMG with such information in relation to
compliance with the EMP as is reasonably required from time to time in
respect of works carried out on or in the Licensed Area.

The Licensees shall prepare a detailed construction constraints schedule

demonstrating compliance with the ecological sensitivities of the Licensed Area. This
shall address the particular periods of sensitivity for birds, fish and wild mammals,

Page 33
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AN LI PLEANALA
TIME 8y

26 MAY 2004

and shall include details of the timing of construction works gnd protection measures
for each of the protected species concemed. The construghifhOdEiRodology ERGM
timing shall be agreed with Duchas and shall be included as parPb{ihe EMP, K '

The status of protected species at all construction sites shall be ascertained by survey.
In the event that any such species are found, the Licensees shall notify Dichas and
shall comply with the requirements of Duchas under relevant Law.

e

The timing and methodology of any additional survey work 1o be carried out shall be
with the prior approval of Diichas.

A benthic survey of the area adjacent to the seabed diffuser at the end of the
Discharge Pipeline shall be carried out in consultation with the Marine Institute prior
to the commencement of discharges.

The Licensees shall establish continuous lines of liaison with the Erris Inshore
Fisherman’s Association, the Killybegs Fishermen’s Association and recreational
users of the Licensed Area.

Prior to the commencement of construction work involving drilling and/or blasting in
the Licensed Area, a defailed method statement, prepared in consuliation with Dischas
and cetacean experts, to detail monitoring and mitigation measures for cetaceans shall
be provided to the Minister.

@.
N
Prior io commencement of any construction w@?@s in the Licensed Area, the
Licensees shall: NN
SHS
(a) provide, to the satisfaction of the Mifiister, details of monitoring programmes

to be undertaken. The propog@ﬁ&&onitoring programmes shall be submitted
prior to the commencemen&&i& ch specific phase of construction. Detailed
monitoring programmes gitall ‘be submitted for the approval of the Minister in

respect of the followin% vities:

C

s
() impact of the Facilities on seabed conditions and benthos in the
Licensedo ea; and
(i)  impact of the discharge from the Discharge Pipeline on water
chemistry sedimenis and biota, subject to any Poliution Control
Licence;

(b)  forward to Duchas for assessment of the potential archaeological implications
a map or maps showing:

() the proposed location of the Facilities within Broadhaven Bay;
(ii) dredge zones; and
(tii)  areas of submerged peat; and
(c) appoint a project archaeologist, who will act on behalf of the Licensees as a

focal point for liaison with Duchas in relation to all matters pertaining 1o
archaeology.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Immediately prior to and during construction of the crossings of

AN EORD PLEANALA
acon Bagy

monitoring of suspended sediment loads shall be undertaken within the confines of
Sruwaddacon Bay and for a reasonable area outside Sruwaddacon Bay. 26 MAY
The Facilities should avoid areas of submerged peat. LTR-DATED
PL

2004

e FROM

The results of the geophysical surveys already completed shall By

T

archaeologist and a report on this assessment shall be forwarded by the Licensees to
Duchas for consideration.

For the duration of the construction phase of the project, the Licensees shall:

(a) maintain contact with the Development Applications Unit of Diuchas and
comply with all requirements of Duchas made in the exercise of its statutory
functions in relation to activities along the route of the development or
otherwise in connection with this Licence;

(b)  seek the advice of Duchas on finding any material of an archaeological nature
in or adjacent to the Licensed Area and shall cease all works in the relevant
areas until Duchas agree that works should be resumed and comply with any
conditions specified by Duchas in relation thereto;

{c) as Broadhaven Bay is an area of high archaecgggical potential, ensure that
archaeological monttoring is carried out in reggect of all dredging works. This
should be carried out by a suilably\ ualified maritime archaeologist and
licensed under the National Momurenss Acts 1930-1994. If material of
archaeological significance is discovéred as a result of such monitoring,
further archaeological miligaliogg ) be required such as preservation in situ,

avoidance or excavation. D | advise on such issues and the Licensees
shall comply with any con specified by Duchas in relation thereto;
ply with any O\\@{i\ggﬁs p y

(d)  ensure that guard veesg@q\)r other appropriate protection methods are used to

prevent snagging ot’;@ﬁn trawl nets on the ends of any Facilities prior to tie-in;
and o

(e) appoint a competent liaison officer, whose functions shall include informing
fishing vessels, other shipping and recreational users of the construction taking
place in the Licensed Area.

The Licensees shall:

(a) on or before completion of construction of any Facilities in the Licensed Area,
furnish to the Minister and the Marine Survey Office plans showing the exact
location of such Facilities; and

(b)  within two months or the completion of construction of any Facilities in the
Licensed Area, give notice of such completion 1o the Minister and the Marine
Survey Office.

Discharges from the Discharge Pipeline shall be treated to at least EQS as specified in
the Licensees’ Environmental Impact Statement using best available technology.
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17.

18.

The Minister notes the OSPAR recommendation, signed at Sintra on 23 July 1998
(“OSPAR Recommendation™) that, by 2020 members should aim for zero emissions
of certain hazardous substances into the marine environment. The Minister requires
that discharges from the Discharge Pipeline should be treated in such a way as to
minimise emissions of such hazardous substances to the greatest possible extent. The
Minister also recommends that the Licensees meet the OSPAR Recommendation at

the earliest possible date and in any case, prior to 2020.

Works or measures which would materially adversely im

shall be avoided.

Pace 36
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LTR-DATED

AN BORD PLEANALA

26 MAY 2004

FROM
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: THE GORRIB GAS PROJECT

THERE is also more confusion on Mayo County
- Council’s handling of the Shell Corrib Gas project.
AN BORD PLEANALA The following is the timetable of the availability
TIME BY of the CD version of the EIS to me, as a member
| of the public:

26 MAY 2004 Dec 17™: Planning application and EIS
submitted by Shell to Mayo County Council.
LTR-DATED” ™ FROM Dec 19*: CD copy of EIS requested from
PL ) Mayo Co Co — not available.

Dec 22 Still not availabie, despite assurances
on Dec 19". .

Dec 23: Contacted by Mayo Co Co to say EL ¢

CD available. Offered one CD and informed that
all information was contained thereon. Asked the
official to check —on his return he said there was
another CD, which was handed over. The fee of
£20 was paid to Mayo Co Co. About ten minutes
later I received a call from Mayo Co Co - there
were another two CDs that also form part of the
EIS. Returned to collect same.
+ Dec 30™ Informed by Mayo Co Co that they
had been advised by Shell that the CDs did not
contain all the relevant information. Another CD
issued.

Jan 16": Receivgd a registered letter from
Mayo Co Co withyahother CD and the details as
follows. &

“The applicinthas brought to our attention that
a num files were inadyerténtly omitted
fromhgxigital version of th€ EIS given to Mayo

. Cg Council on CD ¢nd copied to you. The

ng files, contained in the enclosed CD and
< lgbelled to match the folders contained in your
“QOQ‘\ earlier CDs are as follows:

N There is a Chapter 5 contained on the CD
Qéé\ howeveritis an old draft of this chapter. Thisnew
oy file which contains the most recent census data is
the version of chapter 5 contained in the hard-
copy of the EIS.

Additional Note: Waste licence application
drawing WLA_300 series.pdf and
WLA_series.pdf were sent to you on disk in error
—these do not form part of the planning application
or EIS. To ensure that any submission you may
wish to make in relation to the missing files can
be considered, you should make a submission .
based on the information contained in the original
discs before 30" January 2004 in the normal way.
Submissions on the missing files up and including
(sic) 19" February 2004 will be considered by
Mayo County Council as supplementary to your
first submission. Thisis to ensure that the Council
can give consideration to your full submission...

Confused? In short, the time for submissions
on (some of) the EIS has been extended. Some
people have been waiting since December 19"
for CD copiés of the EIS. Can any Mayo County
Council official explain why? Can this disrespect
for the rights of the public be classed

‘Government Policy’?

Yo Wocs 21 st (T
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COMHAIRLE CONTAE MHAIGH EO

Aras an Chontae, Caislean a *Bharraigh, Contac Mhaigh Eo.
Teilcafoin (094) 90 24444 Fax (094) 90 23937
WWW.ITIAYOCOLO0.ie

Your Rel. Qur Ref.

AN BORD PLEANALA
Tl
M = 7% Mhy 2004
Maura Harrington, 26 MAY 2004
Doohoma,
Balllina, LTR-DATED FROM
Co. Mayo PL

Dear Ms. Harrington,

&
Enclosed is part of the report you required from the lﬁ\A from file no. P03/3343, not
the full report. You are advised to call into theogm\g@ing office if you wish to get the
full report. A fee of €25 is due on the documﬁgsoenclosed. Please forward payment
for same at your earliest convenience. Q&

. QRS
Yours sincerely, &

R
X
FOR COUNTY SECREgﬁfw

_Z /L/m@.,_»\
J{)}/Mm'an S.S.0

JM/IB

MAYO COUNTY COUNCIL, Aras an Chontae, Castlebar, Co. Mayo. Tcl: (094) 90 24444

4

¢ DA PRINTFD ON RECVOLED PASER
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| A LEADING Irish environmentaggoth

AN BORD PLEAR

TIME _, BY
Report by TOM K Ily | _ tkelly@con-talegraph.ie i
l
as ex
pressed fears th pipetine
from the Corrib n-North- Mayo
could represent a target for a terrorist at-
tack.

Dublin-based Green Party T.D., Deputy
Eamon Ryan, revealed he was told by ex-
perts that there is no international prec-
edentfor such a lengthy pipeline from the

shore to the processing point.

Speaking'on the Maritime Secu-

i rity Bill 2004 in Dail Eireann,

Deputy Ryan stated: “It is inter-
esting that the convention to
which we are signing up ad-

| dresses the safety of platiorms

when it comes to possible ter-
rorist attacks.

“One of the great risk | see here,
if someone were sufficiently
demented to try to take on such
terrorist activities, is in the pro-
posed development of the gas

| pipeline from the Corrib gas field,

which hits the Irish mainland near
Pullathomas, County Mayo, be-
fore travelling overland for some

FU

S this country.”

about which | am not very clear,
we cannot put a processing
plant at a landfall elsewhere or
provide offshore processing fa-
cilities. | am genuinely concerned
that, if someone were suffi-
cienlly demented and wished to
target this country's offshore
facilities, that person would not
have to go offshore.

“He or she cguld look at those 9
km. of piegiﬁ'e. which would be
ripossible to guard, and

almost
dgé@é%hat a small device there

d do incredible damage to

9 km. lo the proposed proge%ﬁé Meanwhile, Sinn Fein T.D. Mar-
\N
N

ing station. & o
“l am told by expe ﬁ?&e field
that there is no interfational prec-

ederit for such a ééﬁgthy pipe-
line from thesshore to the
processing pdint. The very ex-

. istence of that pipeline in ilself

poses quite a risk for the area
given possible blockages or
other damages that can be
caused to it. However, in Iraq at
the moment, some of the targets
most difficult to protect against
terrorist activity are those very
pipelines.

“Yet in this country, for reasons

tin Ferrin asked the Minister for
Communications, Marine and
Natural Resources, Dermot
Ahern, who will be responsible
for accidents that occur along
the route of the proposed Corrib
gas pipeline, not covered by the
terms of the planning permission
granted by Mayo County Coun-
cil.

Minister Ahern replied: “These
issues fall within the responsi-
bility of Shell E& P Ireland Lim-
ited, the developers of the Corrib
project. In my consideration and
appraisal of the pipeline pro-

LOLLE T SR T R 2 nors o T A e

posal, | commissioned a techni
cal evaluation of the onshor
pipeline. The evaluation, entitle
Corrib Gas Pipeline Project, Re
port on Evaluation of the Onshor
Pipeline, Design Code, was car
ried out by a pipeline technica
expert, Mr. Andrew Johnson.
“Mr. Johnson's report stated tha
the onshore pipeline design code
has been selecled in accord:
ance with best pubiic safety
considerations and is appropri.
ate for the pipeline operating
conditions. Subject to the devel-
opers undertaking to comply with
a number of conditions laid down
in approval and consents
granted by my Depariment, the
design is generally in accord-
ance with best national and in-
ternationai industry praclice and
the pipeline is considered to
meel public safety require-
ments.”

Groaglt Tl espl
ua@ /7 oo A

T FHGE
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An Roinn Airgeadais
Department of Finance

Sraid Mhunfean Uacht,  Upper Merrion Street, Telephone: 353-1-676 7571

Bale Atha Cliath 2, Dubln 2, Facsimle: 353-1-678 9936
Eire Ireland LoCall: 1850 66 10 10
VPN 8109
hitp./fwww irlgov ieffinance
Ref. FOI 185/2003
AN BORD PLEANALA
27 May 2003 UL 8Y,
Ms Mary Harrington, 28 MAY 2004
Doohoma,
Ballina, :;[R.DATED o
Co. Mayo.
Dear Ms Harrington,
&

f refer to the request you made to this Department under th&‘fzrecdom of Information Acts
1997 and 2003 for the lollowing records held by thisg X rtment:
R

~All documentation "clalmg to the provision o &%g&:rtakmgs or guarantees having the etfect
ol binding the fiscal re;,lmc pertaining to tl @g@s&hore petroleum operations covered by the
authorisations referred to in the Licensi %@ﬁns for Offshore Oil and Gas Exploratlon and
Development 1992 for the term dunngo\@%h those authorisations are extant.”

0

1 wish to inform you that the Depa s\em holds no records covered by your request which
were created after the commenggftient of the 1997 Freedom of Information Act which was 21
April 1998.

Rights of appeal

Under the Freedom of Information Act if you are not satisfied with this decision you may
appeal. To appeal, you need only write to the DFOI Unit, Department of Finance, Upper
Merrion Street, Dublin 2, referring (o this decision. You must make your appeal within 4
weeks of receiving this letter. The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of the
matter by a more senior member of the staff of this Department and the decision will be

communicated to you within 3 weeks.

Yours sm(.crcly

me Mulph
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(-) .
- Department of Roinn Fiontar
Enterprise, Trade Tridald agus
® and Employment Fostaiochta

AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY
Our Reference Number: FOI/2003/84
26 MAY 2004
26 May, 2003 ;’_R-DATED FROM

Maura Harrington
Dochoma

Ballina

Co. Mayo

Dear Harrington, &
N
i refer to the following request which you have madc&qng@? the Freedom of Information
Acts, 1997 and 2003, for records held by this Dcpg;gqént:
SO
Ali docimentation relating to the provision of 1;@{7} ing or guarantees having the effect of
binding the fiscal regime pertaining to the off; \gg@ petroleum operations covered by the
authorisation referred to in the Liccn.s'in% 0{!@{\@ for offshore oil and gas Exploration and
Development 1992 for the term during n gﬁh those authorisations are exiail.
&
[ have made a final decision to refiiSe your request today. [ may be contacted by telephone
on 016312317 and will scck to@iswer any questions you may have, and to assist you

gencrally in this matter.

The outcome on your request is that | cannot locate any records and I must, therefore,
refuse your request. As is explained below, this decision is made under scction 10(1)(a) of
the Act a copy of section 10 is enclosed for your reference).

Scction 10(1)(a) of the Act states that an FOI request may be refused if:

tthe record concerned does not cxist or cannot be found after all reasonable steps to
ascertain its whereabouts have been taken.!

Listed below are the steps that | have taken to locate the records. Also listed is the outcomce
ol cach of thesce steps:

Scarch steps undertaken:
[ wrote to the following persons/oftices and asked them to undertake a thorough scarch for
any record of the type sought by you:

1. Oftice of the Scerctary General

Kildare Street, Dublin 2. Ireland
Tel: 353 1 631 2121 Fax:353 | 631 2827 www.entemp.ie .
Lo-Call telephone service {if calling from outside (01} area) - 1890 220222
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2. Tdanaiste's Office

. . . ANB A
3. Katharine Bulbulia, Programme Manager to the Tanaiste TIME ORD PLEANALA
4. Oliver O'Connor, Special Adviser to the Tdnaiste BY
5. John O'Brien, Special Adviser to the Tanaiste 26 M
0. Dr. Maurice Roche, Special Adviser to the Tanaiste AY 2004
7. Catherinc Dardis, Personal Assistant to the Tanaistc ] LTR-DATED FROM

PL

All of these parties have reverted to me and confirmed that no records ot the Type

sought arc held by them. On this basis, in accordance with the requircments of section
10(1)(a), ! feel | have identified and implemented the steps to locate the records that were
reasonable to take in this casc.

in choosing these steps, | have tried (as noted above) to maximise the chance that any
records will be found, while not overly disrupting the operations of the Department.
However, 1 have not found any records, or discovered any indication that they ever cxisted.

Rights of appeal
You may appeal this decision by writing to the Freedom of Information Unit, Department
of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Kildare Street, Dublin 2 or alternatively by sending
an c-mail to foiunit@entemp.ie seeking internal review of matigr. Please refer to this
decision in your letter. You should make your appeal withigé4 weeks from the date of this
notification, however, the making of a late appeal ma b&p?crmitted in appropriate
circumstances. A week is defined in the act to megPadonsecutive week days, excluding
Saturdays and public holidays (Sundays arc alsg\@@sﬁded, as they are not week days). The
appeal will involve a complete reconsideratign #the matter by a more senior member of
the staff of this Department and the dccig@f&ﬁ | be communicated to you within 3 weeks.
NN,

S %&\é?

. <
Yours sincerely, S
N

"/z"fﬁ/éai\g Mj{ . )@ s

Geraldine Fitzpatick
Higher Executive Officer.
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CUSTOMER REFERENCE
RR 4340 4496 OIE E

Doohoma,
Bailina,
mq:m% PLEANALA
DFOI Unit, — BY
Department of Finance,
Upper Merrion Street, 26 MAY 2004
Dublin 2. LTR-DATED
A chara,

I wish to refer to the letter (ref. FOI/185/2003) sent to me on 27" May 2003 by
Mr. Liam Murphy. This letter is an appeal against the decision outlined by him.

I take it that the third paragraph of Mr. Murphy’s letter is intended to convey
that information relating to decisions taken before 21* April 1998 can be denied
under the Act. However, my request cannot be regarded as confined in this
manner. My interest in this matter arises from the fact that in May 2001 a
representative of the Irish Offshore Operators Association publicly stated that
the fiscal regime could not be changed during the period covered by any licences
issued under the 1992 terms. Furthermore, thereJare statements in the
introduction (pages 1&2) of the 1992 terms which %@é‘m to support this claim. I
am endeavouring to secure clarification on thiséSsyé. My request is, in substance,

for information relating to undertakings an arantees which were in existence
around May 2001, are still in existence, ag@; ich may continue into the future.

S S
May 1 also point out that I have gﬁ\\ i %\d a letter dated 27" May 2003 (copy
enclosed) from the Departme \Q\Qf\ Communications, Marine and Natural
Resources, in response to a simi > FOIL request addressed to them, stating that
“All taxation matters, includig® legislation, are a matter for the Minister of
Finance.” From what I can of the position in other countries, the expression
“fiscal regime” encompas&és royalties as well as taxation and the former are
often dealt with in the Licensing Terms and not in statutory enactments relating
to tax. I trust, therefore, that in dealing with my appeal you will cover both
forms of revenue; if you feel that royalty matters come within the province of the
Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources, perhaps you
would arrange that they deal with my request under that heading.

Mise le meas,

Maura Harrington

12 June 2003
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AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY
o . 26 MAY 2004
An Roinn Airgeadais
Department of Finance LTR-DATED FROM
=== R ___IPL s
B o A
73-79, 73-79, Telephone: 353-1 676 7571
Ref: FOI. 185/2003 Sraid an Mhéta locht., Lower Mount Street, Facsimile, 353-1 604 5751
Baile Atha Cliath 2, Dubiin 2, LoCall: 1890 66 10 10
‘(.  June 2003 Eire Ireland VPN 8109

http./fwww.irlgov ieffinance
Ms Maura Harrington
Doohoma
Ballina
Co Mayo

Dear Ms Harrington

I refer to your request for an internal review, under the Freedom of Information Acts, 1997
and 2003, of a decision by this Department, of 27 May 2003, in relation to your request of 28
April for all records about any guarantees given Lo offshore pggroleum operators with regard

to the fiscal regime, {\\é
\% fé\*
A decision was made by me, a more senior ofﬁcegg%&‘\% June 2003. My decision is based on
a separate examination of your request. QQO\Q@‘?
y i
Decision \59

I have consulted the relevant sections wﬁ?{mm the Department and [ am satisfied that there are
no relevant records in this Departagtenl Your request has becn sent to the Department of
Communications, Marine and Neftural Resources who will reply to you directly in relation to
royaltics as you requeslted in your letter.

Right of Appeal

You may appeal this decision by writing to the Information Commissioner, 18 Lower Leeson
Street, Dublin 2. If you wish to appeal, you must usually do so not later than six months afier
receiving this letter. Please refer to this letter and quote the above FOI request reference
number in any correspondence with the Information Commissioner in relation to this
decision. If an appeal is made by you, the Information Commissioner will fully investigate
and consider the matter and issue a fresh decision.

Yours sincerely
DN
L& Yo, 3

Ciaran Connolly
Assistant Secretary
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Y

Office of the Information Commissioner
Oifig an Choimisinéara Faisnéise

AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY
26 MAY 2004

QOur Reference : 030762 LTR-DATED FROM

PL
22 August 2003
Ms Maura Harrington
Doohoma
Ballina
Co. Mayo

Dear Ms Harrington

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACLREVIEW
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
&
. 3D : :
I refer to previous correspondence between your @ﬁ@ﬁ\d this Office in relation to your
application for a review by the Information C\ gﬁ’ssioner of a decision of the Department
of Finance ("the Department") in relation tgs??Q@? request for access to records under the

Freedom of Information ("FOI") Act, 196%9 &

T

N5
I am writing to advise that your cas’é’i@%o’now been assigned to me for investigation and
recommendation. Following my i@if?al consideration of the file and your own and the
Department’s comments in partigitlar, I have found it necessary to write to the Department

. e S .
again to seek clarification on @ number of issues.

I would also be grateful to receive your further comments on certain aspects of your
request. It would appear to me that the Department's present position is that it does not
hold any record relevant to your request, whether created prior to the coming into force of
the FOI Act in 1998 or subsequently. The Department would therefore seem to be relying
solely on section 10(1)(a) of the FOI Act to refuse your request namely that the record(s)
concerned “does not exist or cannot be found afier all reasonable steps to ascertain its
whereabouts have been taken". However, the fact that the decision maker initially stated
that “no records covered by your request which were created afier the commencement of
the 1997 Freedom of Information Act which was 21 April 1998" gives rise to the question
of whether any records exist and are held by the Department which pre-date the
commencement of the FOI Act. The Department has been asked to clarify its position,
however it would appear that it is claiming no records relevant to your request exist,
whether these were created pre or post April 1998.

To explain its reliance upon section 10(1)(a) of the FOI Act, the Department has been
asked to explain its search and retrieval procedures, both generally and as actually carried
out in response to your request. It has also been asked to describe its usual filing and
archiving methods.

18 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2. | 18 Srdid Liosain iochtarach, Baile Atha Cliath 2.

Tel:+353 1 639 5689 Fox:+353 1 639 5674 Web:www.oic.le
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AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

26 MAY 2004

In the event that any records covered by the scope of your request ar LR R8T G8cated buFROM
which pre-date the commencement of the FOI Act, these would usud I be-onempl-undefm————
the provisions of section 6(5) of the FOI Act. You have stated that your interest in the

records you seek relates to your interest in any effect that guarantees or undertakings made

prior to 1998 had impact in May 2001 and beyond. My understanding of your arguments

as put to the Department is that, in your view, the right of access to any existing

pre-commencement records is due to the fact that their effect is (or may be) continuing.

Subject to certain limited exceptions, the FOI Act only provides a right to access to records

which were created afier the Act came into force. The exceptions to that general rule are

where access to pre-commencement records is necessary or expedient in order to

understand records created after commencement (section 6(5)(a)) or where the records

relate to personal information about the person seeking access to them (section 6(5)(b)).

For the purposes of the FOI Act, personal information is information about an "identifiable
individual". From the nature of your request, it would not seem that the content of any
records located would be likely to be information about yourself and it seems unlikely that
the exception to the general rule contained in section 6(5)(b) would apply in this case.

The remaining issue would therefore be whether the records gan be said to be "necessary
or expedient” to understand post-commencement records. Ji Mr. ABE and the Department
of the Marine and Natural Resources, (Case Numbe 9%? 7), then Information
Commissioner Mr Kevin Murphy explained his yg@ﬁ to interpreting the phrase
"necessary or expedient in order to understamé'o.. \kﬁ% stated that the section is directed not
at the question of whether a record can be u ood in a literal sense without reference to
earlier records but at whether its substagﬁ@' ﬁ@r gist or subject matter) can be understood.
The fact that a document does not congdtnall the information that a reader might wish to
have does not mean that the substaré ﬁ?a document cannot be understood. He also
defined the word "expedient" as "fgf%roper or suitable to the circumstances of the case".
Release of a pre-commencementgtcord is justified only to the extent that such access is a
suitable means to achieving théoend of understanding the substance of the
post-commencement record.

Again, given the nature of your request it would not appear that any records - if any are
indeed located - could be considered "necessary or expedient” to enable any other records
to be understood, nor am I aware of any records created after the coming into force of the
Act which you are not able to understand. It would therefore appear thal section 6{(5)(a)
would not be likely to apply either.

However, as this argument has not yet been put to you, I believe it is necessary to afford
you an opportunity to provide any submissions relating to the application of section 6(5) of
the FOI Act which you may wish the Commissioner to take into account in reaching a final
decision in this case.

Should you wish to comment further, I would be grateful to receive your submissions
within three weeks of the date of this letter, and no later than Monday, 8 September 2003.
If I do not hear from you by that time I shall assume that you do not intend to make any
comments additional to those already contained in your correspondence to the Department
and to this Office.
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In the interim, please feel free to contact me directly either by email to

sarah_kember@ombudsman.irlgov.ie or by telephone on {{ FRNAERT

discuss any aspect of this case. TIME BY
: 26 MAY 2004

Yours sincerely

LTRDATED FROM

PL

)
J(rz‘./ (&mﬂ"/
CSfarah Kembe

Investigator

&.
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AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME =
26 MAY 2004
LTR-DATED_.--FRO“—-'— Doohoma,
_EL — 4 Ballina,

Co. Mayo.

Dear Ms. Kember,

Thank you for your letter of 22 August 2003 and your
subsequent phone call. 1 am glad to note that you have raised certain queries with
the relevant Department about this matter.

1 had received an carlier letter from Mr. Chris Cogan (dated 22 July 2003) before
yours came to hand and was in the process of preparing a reply to the invitation
contained in his sccond paragraph. What I am now putting before you is a
combined response to the two letters.

My interest in this case arises from the fact that in May 2001 a represcntative of the
Irish Offshore Operators Association (I00A) publicly stated that the fiscal regime
for offshore petroleum could not be changed during the period covered by any
licences issued under the 1992 terms. A copy of the relevant press report is enclosed
(Irish Times 07:05 2001). This claim appears to be ugi)orted by a number of
statements in the Introduction to the publication outlining the 1992 terms - see in
particular the paragraphs headed "The Incgﬂ‘ﬁiv@' (p-1) and "An Integrated
Approach” (p.2). I am assuming that this dogﬁg}.%t will be readily available to you.
In a subsequent Prime Time programmc@%@ﬁy July 2001), the relevant Minister,
Mr. Fahey, was questioned about the gér by Mr. Peclo of RTE and he did not
deny that assurances binding the fis Q{@Eimc, in the manner claimed by the IOOA,
were give. Qo*\\\‘\\oﬁ
\C’OQ

Any assurances, guarantces or smmitments of this kind would be of profound
importance financially, ccopgmically and politically. This is especially so in view off
the very lengthy periods of time for which authorisations under the 1992 termus can
cndure - in the case of leases literally scores of years could be involved. If they were
given in writing there would clearly be records in the Department of Finance and
the Department of the Marine. If they were given orally (which would be
extraordinary) one would expect that a note thercof would exist in those two
departments or their antecedents. If neither written nor oral assurances were given,
then the claim made by the IOOA is clearly unfounded and the Minister could have
been clear and emphatic in his response to RTE. Furthermore, if the claim is
unfounded, onc would still be left wondering about the precise meaning and purpose
of the two paragraphs from the 1992 document to which I have referred above.

You will note that in their first reply to me (dated 27:05:'03) the Dept. of the Marine
stated that all taxation matters are for the Dept. of Finance. 1 dealt with this in the

third paragraph of my letter of 12:06:'03 to the Dept. of Finance. The lctter dated
09:07:'03 from the Dept. of Finance appears to accept the points I made in this
connection and they asked the Dept. of the Marine to deal with the royalty question.

EPA_EXport.08-07-2014.23:40:34.




TIME BY

26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM
PL

I have now reccived from the Dept. of the Marine a letter dated 23:07:'03 (copy
enclosed) pointing out that royaltics were abolished in 1987. This is a totally
irrelevant point as any company or group seeking an assurance about the petroleum
fiscal regime (which encompasses royalties as well as taxation) would be careful to
ensure that the response to their request covered both forms of financial obligation.
Furthermore, there is little point in telling me that licences issued under the 1992
terms did not contain references to assurances or undertakings as to royalties. If
such assurances or undertakings were given, one would not expect to find them
incorporated in the licences - it is far more likely that they would reside clsewhere.

The replics which I have received from that Department are disquieting and in my
view do not measure up to the standards laid down by the Information
Commissioner over the years, urging public bodies to treat with the fullest respect
any requests made to them under the FOI Acts.

In this connection 1 am disappointed to read what you have said about Section 6(5)
of the FOI Act. 1 would strongly contend, if the Act is to have real meaning, that if
an undertaking has been given before or after the Act came into being, and is still in
effect at the time a request for information is made, th ﬂ%at request must be dealt
with in a realistic manner. It would surcly be disin @hous for the Department to
state that no record exists if the justification for %Q?& ng is that the undertaking in
question was issued before any particular d%\i‘/ly inquiry cssentially relates to
undertakings which were in effect in May 206135 claimed by the IQOA and I would
submit that such undertakings ought tq\&‘qu‘egarded as being granted on each day
that they continue to be binding re s of the datc on which they were first
created. If the truth of the matlel;(cgé tﬁ\at the undertakings claimed by the 100A,
and not denied by the Minister, werin effect in May 2001 but the Departments feel
catitled to deny all knowlcdggg\xﬁlcm because they were first issued before the FOI

legislation was put on the Stagiite book then this, in my view, makes a mockery of
the Act.

Finally, 1 look forward to hearing from the Information Commissioner whether any
assurances of the kind covered by my request were given, in writing or orally, by
whatever Department. If they were given in writing 1 would hope to receive copies.
If they were given orally, and no note was made in regard to this very important
malter, it is essential that this be revealed as such a procedure on such a vital matter
could only be embarked upon with a view to circumventing the Freedom of
Information legislation and obstructing the functions of the Commissioner.

Yours smcerely,

/%w/\f\ f\/ /’f(,<~—(/(§/f

aura Harrington
/ /
4 " 7/(;% 2 A &C)B
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An Roinn Cumarsaide,

' Department of Communications,
(’) Mara agus Acmhainni MNadartha

Marine and Natural Resources

Baile Atha Cliath 2. Publin 2.
ANEBOBRDELEANALA |
TIME BY
26 MAY 2004
LTR-DATED FROM
PL
Our reference: FOI/107/2003
02_’57 July 2003.
Ms. Maura Harrington,
Doohoma,
Ballina,
Co. Mayo
Dear Ms. Harrington,
&

I refer to your appeal under the Freedom of lnformatiom’&ct, 1997 in connection with
the decision made on request number FOI/| 07/2%@3&@

<O
: : : IS
I wish to advise vou that | have examined t@%ﬁlsmn on your request and have

decided to alfirm the original decision. @000‘3‘&
N
PSS
. . P
My reasons lor refusing the appeaj(@?gé\et oul below.
N

(¢
. . 5
Your original request was for éé:“o

&

"All documentation relatingcfo the provision of undertakings or guarantees having the
effect of binding the fiscal regime pertaining to the offshore petroleum operations
covered by the authorizations referred to in the Licensing Terms for Offshore Oil and
Gas Exploration and Development 1992 for the term during which those
authorizations are extant."

I understand that you intended that the word “fiscal” in your request should cover
matters such as royalties and therefore 1 have interpreted “fiscal™ in this manncr for
the purposc of this revicw.

I wish to explain that royalties on il and gas production were abolished in 1987.
Conscquently, licences issued under the 1992 Licensing Terms contain no references
to guarantces or undertakings as to royalties. In these circumstances, you will
appreciate that the Department holds no records of the type envisaged in your request
or appeal,

| trust this clarifics the position for you.

Leeson Lane, Lubhu 2 Telephone: +353 1 678 2000 cemail: contact@demnr.gov.ic
Léna Chull Mochargan 1.0Call 1590 44 99 00 GTN +1 18
Buile Atha Chath 2 Yax: +333 1 678 2449 '
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I should add that il you are unhappy with this decision you arc entitled to apply lor a
further review by the Office of the Information Copissi wer Leeson
Street, Dublin 2, within six months of this decisionjon HNBRRD PLEANALA

Please note that the new FOI charges will apply if fyou wish to bring your cascTotje
Oflice of the information Commissioner. 26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM

Yours sincerely, oL

L eeicatnn ol (S

Dcirdre de Brun

EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:34



Y(

ation Commissioner

AN BORD Pkﬁ@MMi sinéara Faisnéise
TIME 8y

26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM
PL

Our Reference : 030762

< 3 September 2003

Ms Maura Harringlon
Doohoma
Ballina

Co. Mayo
Dear Ms Harrington

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REVIEW
DEPARTMENT OF FINAN\QE
&
\Q
I refer to your application to this Office under the Ere om of Information ("FOI") Act,
1997 for a review of the decision of the Departmpgntsof Finance ("the Department”) on your
FOI request for access to records. [ have beg wthorised by the Information

Commissioner to conduct this review on alf.
P
o
Background R

In April 2003 you wrote to the Deiﬁ%:t\&ﬁent of Finance seeking access to “all
documentation relating to the pr@ﬂcfsion of undertakings or guarantees having the effect of
binding the fiscal regime pertq&\ing to the offshore petroleum operations covered by the
authorisations referred to ifkthe Licensing Terms for Offshore Oil and Gas Exploration
and Development 1992 for the term during which those authorisations are extant”. The
Depariment issued a decision on 27 May 2003, refusing your request on the grounds that it
holds no records covered by your request. You applied for an internal review of that
decision on 12 June 2003 and the internal reviewer issued a decision on 26 June 2003,
upholding the initia! decision and advising that your request had also been sent to the
Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources.

You applied to this Office on 2 July 2003 for a review of the Department's decision.

I have conducted this review in accordance with the provisions of the FOI Act, 1997 as
amended by the Freedom of Information {(Amendment) Act, 2003. In the course of this
review, I have had regard to the following:

e to your own submissions to this Office as well as to comments contained in your letters
10 the Department;

e 1o the initial conclusions of the Department on this matter; and

e to the Department's response to queries raised by this Office.

18 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2. | 18 5rdid Liosain jochtarach, Baile Atha Cliath 2.

Tel: 4353 1 639 5689 Fax:+353 1 63% 5674 Web:www.oic.ie
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Scope AN BORD PLEANALA
The sole issue in this review is whether the Department ho ords relevagf to your

request. In particular, the issue considered is whether the [jeparinremnt s Taken all
reasonable steps to locate any records covered by the scopg of your rgqgathY 2004

LTR:DATBD______ FROM

Findings PL
The Department's position as outlined to this Office and in LU'I'I'E!.]?EWHENO you 1s thaf 1t

does not hold any records covered by your request. Technically this amounts to a refusal
of records. Accordingly, the relevant provision of the FOI Act to be considered for the
purposes of this review is section 10(1)(a). This section provides that a head may refuse a
request where "the record concerned does not exist or cannot be found after all reasonable
steps to ascertain its whereabouts have been taken”.

Some confusion as to the precise grounds for refusing your request arose from the wording
of the Department's initial decision letter. In that letter Mr Liam Murphy explained that no
records were held covered by the scope of your request but completed this statement
saying "which were created after the commencement of the 1997 Freedom of Information
Act which was 21 April 1998". 1t was unclear whether the Department was in effect
refusing records which were relevant to your request on the basis that those found were
created prior to April 1998. Section 6(4) states that "recordg” for the purpose of the FOI
Act are records which were created after the commencegient of the Act (with the exception
of records necessary to understand post-commen%@:l@}t records and records relating (o
personal information). Your argument was th%g‘ag;s%ss should be available to
pre-commencenient records concerning magé?@&ﬁaving an ongoing effect after that date.
'\OQ &
Clarification of the Department's posigﬁ:fzbﬁf/\as sought, in particular as to whether it sought
to rely on section 10(1)(a) alone in gefi@ing this request or whether pre-commencement
records coming within the scope c?\f ur request existed but were refused in reliance upon
section 6(4) of the FOI Act. In jts'response, the Department has confirmed that searches of
both pre- and post-commencefitent records have been carried out and, as no relevant
records were found, the decision to refuse your request is solely in reliance upon section
10(1)(a). The Department has not found any relevant pre-commencement records and
accordingly is not relying on section 6(4) at all.

In carrying out a review of a decision to refuse a request in reliance upon section 10(1)(a)
of the FOI Act, the Information Commissioner will take the following steps:

- ascertain what evidence was available to the decision maker;

- ascertain whether further particular evidence should have been sought; and

- decide whether, on the basis of the available evidence, the decision maker was justified in
concluding that the records did not exist or could not be found after all reasonable steps
had been taken to ascertain their whereabouts.

It is not normally the function of this Office to conduct its own search for records. The
Commissioner's role is to assess the reasonableness of the decision taken by the public
body on the basis of the evidence to hand at the time. In addition to particular information
regarding action taken on receipt of a specific request, general details will be sought
regarding normal practice regarding the filing and storage of records of the type sought in
the request.
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This Office put a number of specific queries t ‘a‘éﬂé zggn'ﬁﬁ'ﬁt- ord
management practices and its search procedu ar case. According to the
Department, it has conducted three separate searches through all of the records held on the
main file where it seemed possible that any documents relevant to your request might be
held. The Department also considered all records on an additional file which could
possibly have held relevant material. Despite these searches, no records relevant to your
request were found on either file. The Department states that there is no reference in any
of the papers to any undertakings given to the petroleum industry which come within the
scope of your request..

The Department also explained that the special tax regime which applies in the case of
petroleum exploitation profits was introduced by way of the 1992 Finance Act and the
Licensing Terms (referred to in your request) which were introduced in November 1992.
The Department went on to state "Therefore, as the fiscal and regulatory Sframework
relevant to this request was not in place prior to 1992, records created prior to 1992 in
relation to petroleum taxation are not relevant in this instance”. Nevertheless the
Department has informed me that a search was conducted through files containing
pre-1992 records to “completely rule out the existence of records covered by the request
that could have been inadvertently filed among pre-1992 re%grds. This search did not

discover any such records". 5

,@é‘

§)
In its submissions to this Office, the Department géﬁﬁ\éd to certain records it had found
. . + . . Q . .
during its searches which related to the ]eglslagg@ﬁnd to the licensing terms themselves
but which it stated contained no references %b? 0 any assurances, guarantees or
commitments given under the 1992 Lic wtems binding the fiscal regime. Copies of
those records were sought by this Of@é%\aﬁd carefully considered. I confirm that none of
those records are covered by the sep‘p@‘%f your request as they do not relate to any
assurances/ guarantees/undertakin%g% commitments as referred to in your FOI request.
3

T understand your concemns ariSe from a statement made by a representative of the Irish
Offshore Operators Association ("IOOA") in which he said the fiscal regime for offshore
petroleum could not be changed during the period covered by any licences issued under the
1992 terms. The relevant Minister confirmed this was the case and, you state "did not
deny that assurances binding the fiscal regime in the manner claimed by the I004 were
given". In your submissions to this Office you note that "If neither written nor oral
assurances were given then the claim made by the IOOA is clearly unfounded and the
Minister could have been clear and emphatic in his response [when questioned by] RTE".
Clearly this information gave rise to a reasonable expectation on your part that the fiscal
regime must have been bound by such assurances. In responding to this Office the
Department has commented that:

"It is appreciated that a resolution of Ms Harrington's request could be attained by
either a confirmation or a denial of the existence of any undertakings or guarantees
having the effect of binding the existing taxation treatment of profits from petroleum
exploration to offshore operations covered by authorisations granted under the 1992
Licensing terms. However, it is felt that the Department has fulfilled its obligations
to the requester under the FOI Act by taking all reasonable steps to locate the
records requested and confirming to the requester that the records do not exist and
therefore section 10(1)(a) of the Act applies”
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TIME BY,
26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM

It would appear that the Department was reluctant L&WMﬁﬁh

assurances were provided and accordingly, conducted a full and thorough search to
eliminate the possibility that records covered by the scope of your request were held on its
files.

The Department informs me that in carrying out a search for relevant records, it also
consulted the Office of the Revenue Commissioners who report that no relevant records
were held in their Offices. You are clearly entitled to make a separate FOI request to that
Office should you so wish.

On the basis of the results of enquiries made by this Office, as summarised above, I am
now satisfied that the Department has taken all the steps it could reasonably have taken to
ascertain whether it holds any additional records relevant to your request. In these
circumstances, I find that the Department's reliance upon section 10(1)(a) of the FOI Act
is justified.

The Department provided a copy of the Licensing Terms themselves and together with
guidance notes on those terms. I realise you must have access to a copy of the Licensing
Terms already. Should these guidance notes be of interest to you, [ am informed by the
Department that these are accessible on the Revenue Commyg§sioners website at

http://www.revenue.ie/pdf/part24_03.pdf. 61\@‘
Sy
AN
Decision O

Having carried out a review under section\@@é of the Freedom of Information Act, 1997,
as amended by the Freedom of Infonn@ﬁ&?gs\fmnendment) Act, 2003, I hereby affirm the
decision of the Department that it h%lé\ggﬁ) records relevant to your request additional to
those already made available to yoﬁ‘on‘\

N
A party to a review, or any oth@st?(ﬁerson affected by a decision of the Information
Commissioner following a reView, may appeal to the High Court on a point of law arising
from the decision. Such an appeal must be initiated not later than eight weeks from the
date of this letter.

Yours sincerely

el

Liam Kelly ‘
Senior Investigator

I
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AN BDRD PLEANALA
TIME BY

26 MAY 2004
LTR-DATED FROM

APPENDIX 3 PL

THIRD PARTY SUBMISSIONS.

Erris Tourism G%Q ey W/ Clid -feate fee Cacloeke3

Sununary of Observation.
» The proposed development will bring the benefits o

» Improved infrastructure "‘":)""j - Sf_
»  Employment in downstream induslries Wa{ f{_ '&&d
»  Help reduce population decline

Hill & Valley Private Gun and Sporting Club

Summary of Observation.
o EIS deficient in examination of birds

Monica Muller )
Summary of Observation I. 0&

+  Material Contravention ol Mayo County Development Plan @‘3‘
» ElIS inaccurate & Nawed & @O
+  Waste not adequately addressed LN
+  Traflic S Q,b\
= Alieration of IPPC Licence Srahmore Site S
»  No IPPC licence Bellanaboy Site .\OOQé}
o’
Summary of Observation 2. NN
« Application should be rejected: <<0\ &

1. Conllict between draii Trup\@n Plan & EIS

2. Inaccuracies in EIS x°

3. Haulroad is prejudginﬁﬁls

4. Invalid because full@Rtent of BnM not outlined in blue

James & Kathlcen Healy
Summary of Observation.
«  General statement

David Dendy

Summary of Observation.

» Refers ta previous objections

» Tralfic movements resulting from peat removal

Thomas Philbin

Swmmary of Observation.
¢  General statement

#2
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Glenalt Fishing Syndicate
Summary of observation.
»  Concerns on potential for pollution of Carrowmore Lake, O ' '
AN BOR NALA
Brian Cuoyle TIME BY

Summary of observation.

: Heal_tly&sai'ely risk o _ ’26 MAY 2005

Stability of landscape at risk from explosion

o Trallic safety
+  Excavation of peat LTR-DATED __FROM

Traflic management PL
Pipeline location
Waler quality .

Pro Erris Gas Group e W
Phas %}ﬁy s e

Summary of observation. 7 320, Nee C.;

+ Improved infrastructure, employment (-]/ 1 LﬂL _)“d_ f

Bangor Angling Club
Summary of observation.
»  Want concerns [rom EIS addressed

Irish Offshore Operators Association _ i’ Iy
Sumsnary of observation. ,)/ 40{, ;@J_ ‘e&e‘iﬂﬂd

» Indigenous gas supply

« Improved employment &
+  Benefits to region N
+  Further exploration &
SES
S
Gerard McDonnell ogg; <O
Swummuary of observation. 0 g

+  Application does not show how developer w, I@B@mner in area
+  How project will benefit wider social & € Q@nc environment of Erris

Bangor District le.lupmemAssuua&u‘ﬁ\q QA_} q:a C@"‘? é( 7 o301 tﬂf-)

Summary of observation.

+  General stalement fé g_gﬁ lg{ ()L LMS’OO'
Kennedy Motors &

Summary of observation. © _ )/zj,qt Cﬁl M M‘u’-

s Benefit development generally in the area

Erris Players

Summary of ohservation. —

»  Area needs industry WJ C)le—plﬂj
+  Emigration & opponunily 10 maintain population

« Need to protect landscape

Council for the West ﬁm Q%.% MHEC Sub . 30 ?_ ’DZ,L

Summary of observation.

+  Access 0 gas energy will reduce infrastructure deficit in the west will help to achieve balanced
regional development

83
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John & Eflen MeAndrew p—
Sununary of ebservation. AN BLRD PLI:ANALA

+  Object generally TIME BY
Health & safety

E Water quality 76 MAY 2004

Fear of pollution
= Damage to infrastructure & environment

LTR-DATED FROM_____ |
Anthony Lrwin PL
Summary of vbservation.

o EIS deficient — no celacean survey
o Qutfall pipe

« Landfall pipe & route

-7
inncaltori Cumhachta f_bé_] @.JZJ@ 7 haaflS OQ\C’ .
Summary of observation. ~ VL R L 29
«  Gas power station will improve electricity inlrastructure = D(_, "-"""aé

s usA~ 4 .. Ghere
Sean MceDonnell & 8 others (j

Summary of abservation.
o Visual impact

o Health & safety

»  Airquality

Sizzlers Restaurant
Summary of observation. W W CK-EJ-

«  Will benelit economy ol the area

Martin McManamon
Swmmary of observation. & >

+  TralTic impact of peat removal Q\Qo\'x,»*
S

Ballinaboy/Lecnamere Residents é’)\\o\&\é

Summary of observation. & ‘('\\O

+  Peat removal Qo\\ O

s Visual impact 00@

»  Noise / odour/air emissions &6\

Brid & Teresa MceGarry 00(\

Summary of observation,

«  Eflect on Carrowmore lake & Munhin river
» Noise

« Trailic

+  Eutrophication & water qualily issues

Micheal O'seighin & 5 others
Summury of observation.
»  Damage to environment, {ishing

«  cSACs
»  Road network
» Noise

»  Visual impact
»  Untried technologies
+  Air emissions
= Water quality
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O

« Health & safety. AN Bd)RD pLEANALA_-‘
NW Mayo Development Group (E?L M ME BY
Summary of obscrvation. ;
»  Will benefil employment in the area 286 MAY 2004
IBEC . FROM
Summary of observation. LTR-DATED
+ Indigenous gas supply ')/ )‘ { E r
Improved infrastructure, employment

L

«  Help population decline

«  Negligible visual impact

Roderic O'Connor Associates

Sunumary of observation.

o Legal issues

Traffic

EIS deliciencies (cumulative impacls, lack of daia on allernative sites)
Breach of EU law

cSACs

Vinceat Naughton ',/Md Iﬁ(}(z&fv

Summary of observation.
«  Will benelit economy of the area

Cumman Trachtala lorras m ‘;%‘q:méu ,? W&C) - 74&0_,2_6

Sununary of observation,

«  Employment creation both construction & permanent ) —
« Economic conlidence in the area N 44[ C{}j@,{.ﬂ.ﬂd_
s ’

<O
Beleross Enterprises & £ ce
Summary of observation. $ g
»  Will benefit economy of the area éi‘\oi‘é\ wd (7@}#_ t-u.d'
N
S
Business Supplics L

Summary of observation. QO\O®° 'V Qﬁ— C.éL E-{’}'d— .EJQQE%

+  Will benefit economy ol the area (©

3

ot 7RG

o Will benefit economy ol the area q/(_g_d]_d, @Mﬁv
Desmond Kane

e ake OSSL

Acsthetic services

Summary of observation. "}/ngf‘.i @M&f

¢ General stalement

.I;;::::aEJl:(:ﬁ'ac:lb.s'cnmiou. /1/@(-5{ @Jj&ﬁl@j—
+  General statemenl 2d oy gz ’GZ)WM éo
Gorer - ageclad. ol Bf g

45
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Ardnaree Tool& Plant
Summary of ebservation.

Voedid Todeae ot

«  Will benelit development/economy/inlrastructure of the area

Tom O'Connor
Summary of observation.

+  Will benefit development/economy/infrastructure ol the area

FEASTA
Swummary of observation.

+  Conlrary to national policy on sustainable development
« Need 10 saleguard gas reserve for fulure use
+ Develop more renewable energy

Jamal Developments
Summary of ebservation.

Vegled ozt

AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM

Sen- - #

«  Help skilled emigrants to return

Barrett's Quarry
Summary of vbservation.
+  General statement

Mark Garavan
Swmmary of observation.

(e 1953 )

Vegied Folntt

« Inadequacy of road network

« Peat removal only concepiual 0@'
+ Development not sustainable &

. . $
»  Wrong site selection 3

Scan Barrett Haulage
Summary of vbservation.
o General slatement

Md&J Carrabine
Summary of observation,
+  General statement

OSSL
Sununary of observation.
+  General statement

Bernard Grimes

Sununary of vbhservation.

X
s, Roseetlolideays
S

S
S

S
G 4

S
&

o°°§ QPéQ’ LD (2 reond 9«6&,,_3

+  Contrary to Mayo County Development Plan 2003

Bord Gais Eircann

Swmmary of ebservation.

5

« Reduce dependence on gas imports/secunly of supply

Ballina Chamber of Commerce
Summary of observation.
= Will benefit economy of the area

Vidid oo i Fanest

L n{ﬁf@
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p
Westport Chamber of Commerce i, - jp- f & .
Sunmmary of observation. WJ 4& o kfe{u

« Reduction in industrial energy costs

Eamon Ryan TD. AN BORD PLEANALA
Summary of ebservation. TIME BY
+  Safety of upstream pipeline water quality issues re transler of pe

« Failure 10 consider allernative sites 2 6 MAY 20[]['

«  Discharge to marine SAC

LTR-DATED FROM
PL

Erris lnshore Fishermen's Association
Summary of observation.

+ Detrimental effect on fishing grounds & environment
«  Wanl ofl-shore pipeline extended

Glenamoy Community Anglers Association - ICY
Summary of ehservation. '&2’&‘-’ / % G

» General statement

Carrowtigue/Rossport Development Association - ?
Summary of observation. CG-/QQu ; EGGD

»  General stalement

James Deane Transport - ,&,} g? % QDM.—U

Summary of observation. 374 &, d

»  Aid in economic Jevelopment of the area A Mw
& 5

Maureen & Philip McGrath S
Summary of observation. O(g?’ @S\O
«  TrafTic’health & safety/air quality QQ\Q é&\#
N
Brendan Philbin é",\\o\@z‘
Summary of vbservation. ) \Q& &Y
+ Traflic <<0\ %‘\\Q
» Health & salety S

O

= Waler quality f
Glenmore Syndicate QOQ
Summary of observation.

«  Water quality & efllect on angling

Connacht Gold C/‘ fd‘)

Sununary of observation.
«  Reduction in industrial energy costs will help to achieve balanced regional development

Ontrac Engincering
Summary of ebservation.

+ General slatement subject to enviranmental protection ﬁl
Teach lorras Za“*’
Summary of observation. L

»  General statement subject to environmental protection

87
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Maire nic Carthaigh AN BDRD PLEANALA
Summary of observation.
«  Detrimental effect on waler supply from Carrowmore Lake TIME BY.
+  EIS deficient as no emergency response plan included.
g 76 MAY 2004
Bernard Moran
Sununary of vbservation. LTR-DATED FROWM
- Project splitting
. Safety of pipeline PL
«  No independent evaluation ol EIS
Mary Cordulf
Sununary af observation.
«  Tralfic safety
«  Destruction of road
»  Salety of pipeline
« Noise
«  Visual impact
. Pollution of Carrowmore lake, pollution of Sruwaddcon Bay Broadhaven Bay
« Impact on birds
Edward Moran & [Imelda Moran
Sunumary of observation.
«  Gas of no benefit 1o County Mayo as no networks proposed
«  Project splitting
+ Pipeline safety & residences 0&'
» Pipeline stability in peat &
&
Mayo Industries Group o&\\;@
: Q
Summary af observation. &
»  Access lo gas energy will reduce mlraalruclure@{g&??m the west will help 10 achieve balanced
regional development o
S
A
IPpC &
Summary of observation. \Q

«  Concerned with potential impact mb&*rrowmore Lake from tralTic & pollution
+ Potential elTects on Owenmore gjver
»  Technical problems with ovez\lﬁmg, peal onto existing bog
CJO
Martin Harringlon
Sunumary of observation.
«  Adequacy/inaccuracy/wrong assumptions of EIS
. Potential negative impact on environment & econoray of the area.

Maura Harrington
Summary of observation.
+  Adequacy [ accuracy of EIS

Councillor Gerry Coyle WM ;MW‘LL UJ

Summary of ebservation.
+  Will benefit development of the area

Kiltane GAA C%g—«—g,ﬂl—ﬂ-sﬂiv R el d é?ﬁ Lae %6
Summary of observation.

«  Will benelit development / economy / inlrastructure of the area ‘S'S’ &R ’? q =

33
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IBEC Woest
Sunumary of observation,

= X&LC

»  Access lo gas energy will reduce infrastructure delicit in the west will help 1o achieve balanced

regional development,

AN BORD p
. LEANALA

m BY

26 MAY 2004

LTR-DA

449
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| ANBORD PLEANALR

: TME___ gy S
R %ﬂy I7. Qa0 26 MAY 2004
. | LTR-DATED FROM

> BEROG#

in-Store China Tahleware Promotic

A The Chariman of Errls Tourism, Mr. ME:?tael McGarry, greetlng Mr Brlan O'Cathain.
Managing Director, Enterprise Energy, at Carne Golf Club Links, Belmullet. Enterprise
Energy are major sponsors of this year's Pro Am at Camne Golf Links on the 12th and
13th May. Photo: Mary Ruane Brogan.
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[ ANBORD PLEANALA
O TIME BY
26 MAY 2004
: ENTERPRISE ENERGY CARNE PRO-AM
LTROATED___ FROM_coomaE GOLF LINKS Start Date 11-05-02
PL START TIMES FOR ROUNDS land 2
Mat;()U,lT_‘i‘gcl Tes llfd(ztlihNDTi:ie Tes Name of Professional Pro-Am Team Name
/ (1) 8.00 1% |(28) 12.50 10th | Leslie Walker: E. Mangarn/S. Cafferkey/ S. Wardev.»
\/ (2) 800 10" [(27) 1250 1" |JohnP.Dolan:  P.Mangan/]. Mangan/]. Mngan |
‘/ (3 810 1st 1(30) 13.00 10™ [ Paul Grey: B Padden/ J/Higgins/ G.Hannon _ !
\/ (4) 810 10th 1(29) 13.00 1% ‘Justin Parsons: P. Boland/ M.Reilly/ D, Larrigan e
J1 G 820 st j(32) i3.10 10™ [Hughie O'Neill:  B. Cdwatds 3. Pheiany 1.Earicy - |
A (6) '8.20 10th | (31) 13.10 1% | Cathal Barry: J. Long/ S. Murphy/ M. Murphy
JM 830 1st [(34) 12320 10" | GlenRobinson:  B.¥gsley/ A. ¢'Haro/ P. Mangan /
A (® 820 1k T3y 1326 1° | DavidRyan 0@. G.ClarkeM Mangan B Seully
A (9) 840 s ‘{36) 13.30 10" I Ted? T-hgglg@“ R. McIntyrs/D Melntyre/ K. Rabbeiie
Vi (10) 840  idth §(35) 13.30 1V Bogbgg&nsella R. dMcDonnellf W, Reilly/ F.farrell
vrf'l-l')_' 550 Tst (38 13.40 T(J"l"l@‘lﬁ Callan: R. &'Comnor/ 1. Guinjan/ J.Lynch o
(1) 850 10k [(7) 1346 £ {Tony Judd M Fou/T.Judd snriA.Googhogan s
| (13) 568 e | @0) 13.50@:3:0@ ‘David Reating 1 Utwe/R Confon 17eree
J 1 (14) S.i10 G . (59 13;5;\@6\0 st | Paddy O’Boyle LeMeindrews/M Clacke/d Enright
(15) 220 E(‘,:‘z d#00 10tk | Neil Manchip: T Heww! E. Murphy/ LBy s
416 920 15“‘“% (41) 14.00 1st | lan Kern: © P Flyna/ $.Mangan/ . Dillon Y ;
S U 230w | () 1400 10 | Jimmy Heggarty: S, Dinlay/ 1 Muidowney/ © '*3;75"-!‘/
/ (18) 93y 1om (23) 1410 Ist | Lieoff Bleakly 1'“&32*01‘”Lc':maoafjiJ:!:;: -:“
/ (19) 940 iw 1 {48} 1420 10! Philip Walton: L Geiffied B Carey/ 3. Sy Y
A (20) 54T oM 5T A 1 TFranch Howley  P.L.Carey/f.ifiney/ S. llenry ~ /~
¥ (21) 9.5 i i(JR} 1430 10" | Pavid Kearney J.Mnn_mlghlmn/C.McLoughlinTG!eesm]/
/’(22) 10.00 1%h ; o 1438 Ist | Alexander Mealia: T Henny/ K. Hoey/ A. Brennan -
e (23) 10.10  ist [ (5U0) 14.40  10th; Jim Robinson J. Healy/ T. INallew' P, Caficikey
N (24) 10.10 %5 1 (39 1440  1Ist | John Langan; D. Shinc/K. Donnclly/ J.Hanley v

/ ?) !{4’/ o 1-“*--{?/ : f'-:-/._f/Qwe ~ K¥£) S, ?n..;_i':g_z;__ & TLS ;
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AN GORD PLEANALA
TIME ___ BY
96 MAY 2004
TEACH IORRAIS /ENTERPRISE ENERGY PRO-AM
LTR-DATED______ FROM
PL |__ROUND- ZDUND 2 Professional Pro Am Team |
Fatch Time Tee | Match Time Tee
/| (25) 1240 1st 2) 8.00 10" | Wayne O’Callaghan S.0’Coisdealdha/CO’Finneadha/ -
D.Q’Finneadha
[ (26) 1240 10" | (1) 8.00 1% | Finian Dwyer R.VanGelderen/R.Geus/ W.Zudemee .E/
| @n 1250 I | (4) 8.10 10™ | Philip Collins M.Gaughan/R. Gaughan/L. Mitchell
/1 (28) 1250 10" [ (3) 810 1% |Peter Hanma D.Glacken/T.Pomphrett/P.Lawlor N
: o
2 (29 13.00 1% | (6) 820 10" | Raymond Burns M. Mylotte/A Mylotie/P.Mulroy ) -
x| GO 1300 10™ | (5) 820 1" |Eddic Doyle T.Fogarty/M.O’NeilVB Harris P
// (31) 13.10 1% | (8) 830 10" | Geoff Loughrey J.Browr/ J.Brown/ E.Brown -
L (32) 13.10 10" [ {7) 830 1% | Martin Sludds C. Faherty/J. Power/ G/ Lavelle
. (33) 13.20 1* [ (10) 8.40 10" | Paui Russell P. Rutherford/K. Traynor/ D.La';:ll:;,
| - A
P if 34) 1320 101 (9) 840 17 |Liam McCool o§\é Mick Byrne/J/Q’Sullivan/D.}iolloy 3
s A = (12 850 107 | Kevin (}Qﬁ "D Bates/L Finncge/A.N.Other
X (36) 1350, 10" | (11y 850 ist | Dastgh Mooney S McColiam/C.McKee/V. Bannon -
P :lcsn 340, © Ta4 9950 0% &dﬁ@h v Darke | B.BarryDuke/P. Callagher/M.Flcza
J \i (38) 13.40 10" (13) .9.00 &8 QA\\O‘ Karl G’Donnell G.MCGuire.fM.O’Conncll/M.IvicG;{r;}
v uw} 13.50 i | (16) 910 3" Stephen Hamiit K.Keogan/M.Earley/ A McGauy
/X 17401 1350 10" | (15) sa,om 1 | Joha Dignam F.Dgmovi.McCan/P.Ennis
_ '{4!\ 1400 1% | (18) 920 10" | Michacl Allan M. Deanes]. Wilson/J.McGuire /
P l (43) 14.00 10" [ (17) 920 1 | Leslic Robinson V. Fahy/V Keane/B.Keanc ,
% ‘_ rany 1410 1 10y 930 10" | Paddy MeGuirk T .Boylun/T.Black /F.Sharkey -
AR, Ty | SR T P
.(w. 1416 0™ 19 93¢ 1 | Richard ODell ¢ C&MP“ f’v‘é /"ﬁlf"“‘ f/ { ({/.,Q
1 P(45) 1420 Y 1(22) 940 10" | Gary Madden M.Lavelle/P. Lvnskcy/G Stanley -~
1 A -
ma} 1420 10" [ (21) 9.40 1% | JohnDwyer S.Keane/M.Brenna/ANN.Other
¥ \"} @7y 1430 1 (1 (24)  9.50 10" | Brendan McGovern | J.Duffy/R.Davies/A.N.Other e
3 ‘-[‘4&\ 1430 10™ 1(23) 950 1* | Zak Rouiller ¥ Healy/G.Reilly/E.McAndrew i
b —_—
v/ 3 (49) 1440 Y (24) 10.00 10th  Liam Bowler M.Scallan/D.Lehane/M.Donohue
(50) 14.40 10th (25) 10.00 1¥  EamonLogue

37) A A4,

f Jt-

36) « /‘n]zg/f;hx . - £LI
,é.‘_ /l’_mfmft_ -——EE}

1.0°Connor/P.McGovern/P.Earley .~

EPA _Export.08-07-2014:23:40.34



O

(o

Pro Erris Gas

Correspondence To:- 33 Sion Hill, Castlebar, Co Mayo

25 MAY 7004
To & The Planning Department Mayo C LTrspfryncil

Reference - Planning application submitted by She

Reference No - P03 /3343

Submission Date - ‘23 January 2004 :E e .
From - Pro Erris Gas Group (PEGG) A E

To Whom it Concems,

Sy e L
!&-4—,::-.-:5—‘"' ',"‘

The Pro Erris Gas Group was formed as a result of a large publ mnﬁfé@tm

theld in Bangor Erris on
the 8" July 2002. Our committee of 7 people were selected to repgesent the local community who
have an interest in gas being brought ashore within the Erris rego'@n.
%
Our aims are improved infrastructure for the area and i%m‘creation of jobs.
S
We consider this project as one of the Iargest,gn%\@le most significant developments since the
inception of Bord na Mona and the ESB, an(&dyfgé\as the most significant development within the
Irish Energy sector over the last twenty yeaég\:.&\‘y‘\
N
It is our duty to ensure that we use this de\&%(l)opment as a significant engine for growth in our area as
it will play an integral part in the futué& evelopment of the West and North West regions,

We have followed this planning application meticulously over the last 2 years and do acknowledge
the shortcomings of shell’s initial planning proposal as rejected by An Bord Pleanala. However, we
are very satistied that this new application devised in conjunction with Bord Na Mona will fully
address all shortcomings of the initial Plan.

We therefore urge you to consider the Application from shell in the most positive light permissible
within the planning guidelines laid down by the Authority.

Kind Ragards

)

v

John Rowland
For and on Behalf of PEGG

PEGG - Pro Ems Gas Group
Comuuttee Members - Richard Cosgrove, Michacl O Healai,, TS Lennon, John Maloney, John Rowland, Chris Tallor.
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Rural areas lobbied stromg];yﬁoto_%w_
get nuclear power stations |

TIME BY

AN BORD PLEANALA

AvrisoN HeaLy

Far from being fearful of a nuclear

| power plant, many local communi-

ties actually lobbied to have one
sited in their area, State Papers from
30 years ago show,

Plans to build a nuclear power sta-
tion in this State attracted an inten-
sive lobbying campaign to the Taoi-
seach, Jack Lynch, in 1971. But letter-
writers were not complaining about
nuclear energy - rather they were
urging the  nuclear station  be
located in their areas.

Plans to build the station at Carn-
sore Point, Co Wexford, were even-

| tually abandoned foilowing large

anti-nuclear protests, yet in 1971, Mr
Hugh Gibbons, a Fianna Fiil Ros-
common-Leitrim TD, wrote to the
Taoiscach asking that “adequate
considerations” be given to locating
the station in the north-west.
Ballina Combhairle Ceanntair
Fianna Fdil suggested it be located
in Erris, noting a project of that size
“would help stabilise the existing
population and encourage many of
those people who had to emigrate to
return home”, Bangor Erris in Mayo
also lobbied strongly for the nuclear
station, saying it would “save” the
area.Father Gilvarry, chairman of

AT

-

Inside: pages 9-11

PAGE 9
Cruise O'Brien’s 'middle way' media
policy; State funds kept bailiffs from
Berry's door.

PAGE 10
Much verbal sparring before leaders
met; When Mna na hEireann
censured contraception.

PAGE11
Cardinal urged action against
Catholic killings; RUC faced
challenging questions over partiality.

Bangor Erris Development Associa-
tion, wrote: “It is now or never for
the Erris area. A few years more and
all will be lost.”

Kerry man Mr Denis O'Dwyer

urged that Iveragh peninsula be cone.

sidered. “The disused slate qu
on Valentia Island would be an
site, fully camouflaged agai
sible aerial attack during

Sligo County Developme
also lobbied for th :
saying it would gige *Stremendous

B
boost” to local emphiyment.
In Novem&?ggg%, the new Fine

Gael/Labour\ lition approved a
proposal that'the ESB “should pro-
S

08.: 0] 2ok

® @

-26-MAY-2004

ceed with a nuclear project at once”.

It came from the Minister for
Transport and Power, Mr Peter
Barry, after consulting with the Min-
isters for Health, Finance, Industry
and Commerce, Local Government
and Foreign Affairs. Of all the Minis-
ters consulted, only the Minister for
Health, Mr Brendan Corish, had no
observations on the matter,

Environmental considerations
were raised by the Minister for Lo-
cal Government, Mr James Tully,
but Mr Barry said he was “confident
that it should be possible to protect
the environment fully”.

The ESB's case for a nuclear
power station is outlined in memos
to the Government from Mr Barry's
departgiént. One memo warned that
the 's dependence on imported
oild¥as “critically high”, especiaily in

é&g t of troubles in the Middle East.

In what turned out to be an exces-
sively optimistic view, the memo
said the ESB “expect there will be
some opposition to a nuclear sta-
tion, but experience elsewhere sug-
gests that the first nuclear station in
a country is not seriously opposed
. .. the ESB feel] they will be able to
counteract any agitation which may
arise against the project.”

Editorial comment: page 17

r_'h
o ]

o 5o e
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60-8 Industrial Way

ongview, WA 98632
Phone: (360) 425-3885
Fax: (360) 425-4159
www.ci.longview.wa.us

Wisconsin

1820 Post Road

Suite 2

Plover, WI 54467
Phone: (715) 342-1160
Fax: (715) 342-4960
www.eplover.com

INTERNATIONAL OFFICES

Argentina

Alicia M. de Justo 740 Suite 315
Buenos Aires, CP C1107AAP
Argentina

Phone: 54-11-4342-7972

Fax 54-11-4342-8023

Ireland

Muingmore

Bunnahowen

Ballina

Co. Mayo Ireland

Phone: 011-353-97-86933
Fax; 011-353-97-86932

A_BACK 70 TOP

AN LORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM

PL

©2003 POWER Engineers, Inc.

Last Modified 4/14/2004

http://www.powereng.com/Public/who/main_offices.html

25/05/2004
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O SIR PHILIP WATTS KCMG HELL CENTRE

AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME ay LONDON
SE1 7NA
26 MAY 2004
24™ December 2003 L: +44 (0)20 7934 5556
LTR-DATED FROM AX: +44 (0)20 7934 5557
PL
Ms Maura Harrington
Doohoma
Ballina
Co. Mayo
Ireland
ﬁ-z.,,, fkre Mﬁ% ,
&.

I received your letter of 15th December 2003 yestc;géay and read it with interest. I have
asked the people in our Exploration and Production lgs,ls%aess to follow up the matter as soon as
possible. o?;,,o <

\Q \Q’b

Thank you for your mterest in this R ?@g@whxch I hope will enjoy the support of all

stakeholders in due course. &é’ §

O

My letter probably will not a%@%\ in time for Christmas but comes with my best wishes
for 2004, fé

S

%ww Ja""aﬂjy’

Chairman of The “Shell" Transport and Trading Company, p.i.c.
Chairman of the Commitiee of Managing Directors of the Royal Dutch/Shell Group of Companies

__EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40.35
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® @ Shell Exploration & Production

AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY Shell E&P Ireland Limited
Corrib House
2 8 MAY ZUU‘I 52 lower Lleeson Street
Dublin 2
LTR-DATED FROM lceland
PL Tel +353 1 669 4100
Fax +353 | 669 4101
Ms Maura Harrington
Doohoma
Ballina
Co. Mayo
Qur ref: KIH/MC
16" January 2003
Dear Ms Harrington
Subjcct: Environmental Impact Statement &
&
N

Further to your recent letter to Sir Philip Watts, I would like to advise you that as stated
in Mark Carrigy’s letter to you dated the 4" of Jucbmber, under the new Planning and
Development Act 2000, Shell is obliged tg\@gdgc copics of the EIS for the Corrib
development avadable to the Council n;ogﬁc@rcqucst. The Council in tutn will make
them available to members of the publighat reasonable cost. I understand this process
is ongoing. \Q&{\\o
<<Q\ QA‘\\Q

I also understand that Mayo Cougfj? Council have made a copy of the EIS available in
the local council office in Belfullet as well as the office in Castlebar and that this
material 15 also fully availableSnline at www.mayococo.ie. However as a goodwill gesture
I enclose a copy of the EIS on CD, which I trust will assist you.

Yours sincercly

Andy Pyle

Managing Director
Shell E&DP Ireland

Registered Olfice
Cotrib House
32 lower Lleeson Sheel
Dublin 2, Irelend
Registered in heland
Number: 316588
VAT Nymber tE 6336588 P
EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35



@ Shell Exploration & Production

AN RORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

26 MAY 2004
LTR-DATED FROM

PL —

Ms. Maura Harrrington
Tallaghanbawn
Doohoma

Ballina

Co Mayo

Our ref: RS/SM

23 February 2004

Dear Ms Harrington, é\\»&

Shell E&P Ireland Limited
Coriib House

52 lower leeson Street
Dublin 2

Irelond

Tel +353 1 669 4100
Fax +353 1 669 4101

Further to our telephone conversation last Friday i;:a Sfind enclosed a free CD copy of

Maye as requested. Printed copies of this doc

the report entitled Marine Mammal Monitoring in @\
to cover printing and postage. If you rcqugt’

Shell E&P Ircland Limited. NS
& §\
S
1 ] OIS
Kl/n1d regards, & 0@

1
; S
')/ 2{ )
3
A & © &
Rosemary Steen
External Affairs Manager

Fugisteied Office
mb House

52 lower leeson Steet
blin 2, lielaad

Registered in Irelond
Number: 316588
VAT Mumber |E 6336588 P

uters of Broadhaven Bay and Northwest
t are available at a charge of 50 curos
plcqsc forward me a cheque payable to

EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35



AN BORD PLEANALA

O TIME BY
Shell Exploralion & Pmducﬁcn 26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM
PL

, —ShallBaP Ireland Limited

m % Corrib Gas Infarmation Centre

NAME : Bangor Erris
/ Co. Mayo

) 99% Ireland

ADDRESS : — Tel +353 97 83955

(% Q % ﬁ Fax +353 97 83958
N

DATE: u«%ﬁz ;?(Z c?aoz/éL

CONTACT TELEPHONE NO., ;

g’
W \{\é\)
‘\.
ENQUIRY TYPE : e
@Zﬁf «%&6@
DETAILS : 2 W
o\ ‘ " g

Q:ﬁ%zp o) %M@a_q MMT&

05 ot gl d o ccnie

FORM RECEIVED BY: A hell EEP )

REFERED TO: a{'\“‘-/g\ rlequ,\

FURTEHR DETAILS :

Regisiarsd Olfize
Comttinrs,
52 Loversr Leeson Stest,
Cublin 2, keland

Ragistarad in hefond

Mumbar. 316538

VAT Plurabar 1E 6135583 P

A mambet of The Reyol Duich Shall Gioup of Companies

EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35



O @ Shell Exploration & Production

Shell E&P Ireland Limited
Cornrib House
52 lower teeson Street

Dublin 2
lrelond
AN FBORD PLEANALA Tel +353 1 669 4100
TIME BY Fax +353 1 669 4101
Ms Maura I—Inrrington‘
Doohoma 26 MAY 2004
Ballina LTR-DATED FROM
Co Mayo PL
5th May 2004

Ourt Ref: AP/SM

Dear Ms Harrington,
&
Subject: Corrib Natural Gas Project

%-

3
SES

I refer to your recent fax to Ingrid de Wit, PA ty@i@cohn Brinded. This fax has been

passed to the Dublin office for attention. Q\QO &Q‘b

N
I refer to our letter of 31 March 2004, \\@ﬁo@‘% belicve answers in full your previous fax.
As you will no doubt be aware, all corg ondence in relation to the Corrib Nacural Gas
project is answered through the D&BO' Y office of Shell. Therefore, our written reply of
31 March 2004 represents the cog&:ﬁiny’s responsc.

S

Best regards,

Managing Director

Registered Oflice
Canib House,

52 tower feeson Steel
Dublfin 2, trelend

Regittered in hieland
Number 316588
VAT Mumber 1F 6336588 P
EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35



O @ Shell Exploration & Production

Shell E&P Ireland Limited
Corrib House
AN BORD PLEANALA 52 leeson Street Lower

o Dublin 2
TIME Republic of Ireland

Tl Tel +353 1603 4100

26 MAY 2004

ternet htip:/ /www.shell.com

31 March 2004 ) LTR-DATED FROM
PL

Ms Maura Hamington

Doochoma

Ballina

Co Mayo

Dear Ms Harrington

RE: Corrib Natural Gas Project
N

Further to your recent fax to Mr Binto da Costa in regard to ﬂ'@?torn'b project dated the 25th of
March, this has been passed to me for response. As you\ﬁ]%axovarc, the Corrib project is currendy
before the local planning authority for decision. As y QQ\ ill also be aware, due to your ongoing
contact with this office and our local office in May@”ﬁ@have engaged in a lengthy public
consultation process in the local area and we bcl‘@?\rgﬁur current proposals, which have
continued support from many members of al community, represent the best technical,
environment and cconomic solution for ﬂ(@(\ﬁﬁlopmcnt of the ficld.

’\\ ‘\Q
In regard to statements (ii), (i), (iv) an%j@ in your letter, we have made detailed technical
submissions to the planning authority®n the issucs surrounding the development, including peat
as mentioned in your letter. In foR%‘xg these we have consulted with the relevant Irish cxperts
in this area and with Bord na Méfih, who, as you know, have considerable local and national
experience in the management of peat. The relevant authorities have also examined and licensed
our planned pipeline route from the landfall to the terminal. Detailed technical assessments have
also been undertaken by these authorities in regard to our planned activites, which do not
support your statements. I do not accept that the project will impact negatively on loeal water
supplies.

In regard to your comments in statement (vi), 1 remain in ongoing contact with my colleagues in
our offices in London and The Hague and 1 can assure you that we have been fully supported in
regard to the proposals as currently before Mayo County Council for the development of the
project.

Best regards
-~ : -
/
Ll I X v - ; -
j) L %

Andy Pyle
Managing Director

‘ EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35



AN BORD PLEANALA

TIME BY
26 MAY 2004
LTR-DATED FROM

FAO :
/%Q Dints da Cosia

) Wjecl " CoRRIB FROTELT

&
/O@es : ?, /E%ﬁ@%p]/eﬂ

NN

SN
@

O

Sent %y -' fﬁgbfﬁd /7/47/@@@%? n,
OOQDDD/ZDMQI
Dallina,

& Mavo.
Toeland
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M/Mc 7 2}5"_?5?) /°2:03.'/le

V2



Fusther 75 ar Telehrne @reRsction Thi
D GUcloSe Py Local %’)‘Lﬂ/:ng %ﬂwﬁ)

;//ﬂ).,'/@,,f wofoRwalon 7o ohich L Refeferecl 26 MAY 2oy
. ?e NS/ AR This 1 The CondexT el sud .
WD W5 15 the Hikd Planing ayohicaliin-oR Ve be TToF T
f:f'de 5/7}-5 (fﬂdwf/’a peagb/:g) ——A/OéOOO Wéb@é&fh éjb
il ot S B T
. . }b
POuis3on by The Flarning Hgpeals %azi’wfww Roet
(i) st ypeot bogs fve 2 YGhR WaTer et Han, paifl
(”") Koot Melodblogies con neyex de apphed T ped bogs
W) The inmediote ages 5 he proposed landtfall seffrec
7‘7{/6 WORsT bogslice i Teil! )t /9. 2003
99 ease RefeR To _Lurham %}M'Vezesjgj iy

déz%oao necess; g ks b/a,;ef%;?% S0 e /p’/w% e

V) The Cumrens” plarnin S4lo

mitigate wﬂ'nsf 7%2 Z@‘faélg o?/) e%&i/ﬁ%’immf;o
JPRETine. s (BRoadfaven »3ncsod ), cardmomore
Aake - Spurce of M@é@t’jfoha/ WajeR supply - and alf
TUR Ryparian A;yg@é%w, Phine Kuiopean 7i5hixg akeas
“Hy ed bj mienailwnal media JeRsonne/

(i) The Coraih Foject as prepused fus enjoy ed The unceitin
Suycophantic Support 8 Aocal and Nafommad Goverment
IHRClu g 7he Gvil Service Tegerher with bhsiness andl
vested jnferest Groups gd‘?f Remams mired w The peal.

ﬁ/& posed — o /670%&:162/5 ﬁébmanzf Sense - & 7%%0:5’
0 St Ropper
(Z/&e/@ﬁé%o{ %ac/a?éd &l ds. clpwid 7

A5 it ot Frme SR Kendon and/eR The fague 75

/ﬂ;@o/w@ assess 7his ysd Aeveloment” TheR

5362(\/%7 Royal/Dullch Shell shakeholders and sTakehildleds

Wen : :

Tk gon AR Ypur Gurléous f{"/&n-
g7 S o

EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35




i'ln."“ SLER £ )
WA

AN EORD PLEANALA
TIME BY
26 MAY 2004

FROM

[UBMISSION |/ *o4™

IN RESPECT OF

ABOY BRIDGE GAS TERMINAL,

IH, CO. MAYO & ASSOCIATED

IN SITE AT SRAHMORE AND
Y, BANGOR, Cgl,&MAYO.
&
HE
F>°
S
o ING . P03/3343
(9 o
o8
<& $§
RIAYD COUNTY £SUNGCHL
N RECEIVED
30 JAH 200

‘M/,\
Qb
ke

PLANNING & Drvrigs e st

——t,

%d K ﬁ‘@@@‘%

MAURA HARRINGTON,
DOOHOMA,

BALLINA,

CO. MAYO.
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AN [LORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

Verbal ,inhouse, unrecorded assessments.
B. Gannon ABP Ref. PL 16.126073 26 MAY 2004

Mayo County Council announced grant of planniné:;zsgﬂlfgsion—{wfﬁpm
conditions!) for P01/900 at 4.55 p.m. on Friday, 3", August 200 F=TlEstartof the————
Bank Holiday weckend and, traditionally, the time of year when most people go

on holiday.

At the Oral Hearing granted by An Bord Pleanala subsequent to the appeal of
this decision Ms. B. Gannon, then Senior Planner with MCC stated that
perniission for P01/900 was granted on the basis of ‘verbal, inhouse, unrecorded
assessments’. This permission was signed off on by the then, and now, Co.
Manager, Mr. Mahon.

1 wish to request that the current Senior Planner and in sifu Co. Manager
properly and verifiably assess P03/3343. That this proper assessment will, by
necessity warrant intense investigation is, in the light of this Project’s planning
history (and in the continuing context of Flood/Mahon and Moriarty) a matter of
national importance. Following the EU letter of October 2002 to the Irish
Authorities a full and accessible verification of this planning process is also a
matter of national importance. I am sure the omissioncof this component from
Mr. Phillips’ list of national imperatives was merel@‘ﬁn oversight due to time
constraints to meet deadlines. & &
o‘\o«'é\

As an indigenous stakeholder in the Corrigo‘ﬁﬁ}cct I wish to advise the Planning
Authority on my personal experience ol;\hﬁﬁ) Shell’s much vaunted CSR rhetoric
is inversely proportional to Shell realjg%od‘

VN

o Shell is a sponsor of the ﬁ’:o@ﬁ%ert School, inherited on Shell’s acquisition
of Enterprise Oil plc. ©n July 2™ 2003 the clement of the school’s
programme designed ﬁ enhance Shell PR was held in an establishment
which operates a CSelective admission policy towards myself — see
appended copy of ‘barring’ letter and please be advised that the
‘outragcous conduct and behaviour’ referred to thercin involved sitting
on the hotel staircase until I established that the inaugural meeting of the
EMG was by invitation only and was not open to indigenous stakeholders.
On the evening of July 2™ I was refused entry to the Humbert School
beano even though I was attending a course in the same place for all of
that week, 1-5 July 03,

¢ This establishment was also the venue of choice by Shell for their ‘public
consultation’ process in respect of P03/3343. 1 was again refused access
and remained outside from 10.30a.m. to 6.30p.m. on Saturday 29"
November 2003.

e On 19" November *03 I reccived an unsolicited telephone call to my home
from Mr. Pyle — the tenor of the call, while polite, was nonctheless
unsolicited.

EPA_Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35
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AN EORD PLEANALA |
TIME 8y

e A public meeting was held in Belmullet in July 2003 — phile ostczngilM)A !uimul'
outpouring of support for a failed concept it was, 1] beligyggronvened.. .,
cither at the behest of, or at the very least with the forekpowledge o Stiel.  ———
In a carbon copy of the then Minister (DOMNR) Fahcy*spublte-meeting————
in Geesala, July 2001, the July ’03 mecting was videotaped without
seeking the permission of those present. I have been refused a copy of this
video by the luminaries of the local Chamber of Commerce who
commissioned it and 1 remain to be convinced that the same discourtesy
has been shown to Shell. Mr. Fahey’s DOMNR confirmed that the July
*01 video was provided to the oil companies within days — it took 6 months
to provide copies of the same video to local people. The rcfusal of
Belmullet Chamber of Commerce to provide a copy of ‘their’ video
continues to be a matter of personal concern with regard to both privacy
and safety.

In the matter of the July *03 meeting referred to above I wish to advise the
Planning Authority of the following. The meeting was attended by a Government
Minister, Mr. O Ciiv and a Government Minister of State, Mr. Fahey; the two
sitting government representatives for Mayo, Mr. Carty and Ms. Cooper-Flynn
were not present. For the information of your good selves 1 wish to put on record
that, in the context of considering the proper developmgnt of the Corrib Project
Minister O Ciiv stated that other options were not viv\@ic, going on to say — and 1
quote that it had ‘gone beyond the point of an ,otﬁ‘cr option’. One lias to ask -
‘gone beyond the point of any other optio “§6F whom? Local communities?
Broadhaven Bay, Sruth Fada Conn,& \é?lgad, Rossport, Gortacreaghar,
Ballinaboy, Carrowmore Lake and, ng@?@ﬁuinhin, Owenmore and Tullaghan
Bay? Was Mr. O Ciiv intimating thél';l‘o\g% Corrib Project had ‘gone beyond the
point of any other option’ for MQ@@?ﬂnning Authority? for ABP? — or was he
just thinking of Ray Burke, Fra&l?og?lohcy and Bertie Ahern???
&

S

EPA.EXxport.08-07-2014.23:40:35



AN HIORD PLEANALA
TIME By

26 MAY 2004

I wish to put the following comments/questions/observations and ask that they be
considered in your professional verifiable assessment of PO IBPATEPYis is aFROM
representative sample only and is by ne means exhaustive. PL

VYolume 1

p.1 a critical analysis of the appended Brinded document should add to an
informed cousideration of the strategic importance of the Corrib reserves —

from Shell’s perspective.

p.3 *no technical difficulties or lack of know-how encountered’ — other than the
not inconsiderable difficulty of not understanding ones bog!

1.3 why are the non technical summaries available only from Shell’s Dublin
office?

1.4 Fahey signed the Foreshore Licence on his last day in office, 17:05:2002
thereby gifting to Shell the opportunity for despoliation of Glengad Beach and
inner Broadhaven Bay before ABP had completed their consideration of Appeal
PL 16.126073

2.1 ‘There are many arcas designated as SAC’s, SPA’s and NHA'’s. None will be
affected by the proposed development’. P

This is a statement of incredible corporate arrogance cpupled with breathtaking
corporate stupidity. . g';\\

2.3 ‘equipment Iayout has been designed su \\%@t prevailing winds will blow
any escaping hydrocarbon gases away fromysafe areas of the facility’
WHITHER??? Are the indigenous vill:@é\@ﬁ\iownwind of this obnoxion
considered lesser beings within a cos /Corporate nexus?

2.3.1 ‘building finishes have beenselétted to merge with the landscape and
refer to the traditional forms of @ Seictiltural and industrial vernacular buildings
in the region’ — STUPID, INSULTING AND INSUPPORTABLE

2.5.4 Mechanical Refrigera@n System — quantify/verifiably assess dimensions/
visual impact S

2.5.8 Additional lon Exchange Unit — quantify/verifiably assess; ditto
Additional Chemical Injection

2.6  ‘Emergency shutdown can also be initiated manually’ Details and HSA
implications

2.9 Wil the video-conferencing to the Dublin ERC office be based on the ‘put
your head between your legs’ philosophy?

2.2 (App. 2.1) UPS - verifiably assess history of such systems in comparable
plants, if any such comparable plants can be sourced; if not, what ‘authority’
will take ultimate responsibility in the event of possible/probable future
carnage?

1.2.5 When and by whom was the Glencullen Road designated a ‘haul route?
(Vol.2 16.4.8 — Were Tobin Engineering Ltd. and MCC commissioned by Shell to
survey Glencullen Road? How many other roads in Erris have been surveyed by
this team on behalf of the people of Erris?)

3.5.6 ‘A Bord na Mona representative will monitor loading operations to ensure
the suitability of the peat leaving the site’ — Just one? Using OM one presumes!
Fig. 3.7 Bog gone!!
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3.53.8 Whatis a ‘chemical crack inducer’? Nothing to do with quarryih§ dbiY 2004
site?
3.5.9 I movement of peat is detected — what then??? { LTR-DATED FROM
The presentation of what is supposed to pass as a consideratibh oLAluu:nanvcs

is ludicrous.
3.3.4  Per Mr. Phillips I learn that Baroosky has experienced a slight increase in
the level of deprivation since 1991. Oh dear!

6.3.4 Survey Constraints — appears site would have to be first cleared in order
to find anything; at which stage it would be entirely academic!

6.7.2 Protection of birds? — deter them from nesting; protection of frogs? — fill
in their ponds!

Aquatic Ecology section is quite useless since it makes no mention/admission of
baseline cetacean study commissioned by Shell; reccived by them one year ago
and still suppressed by them.

8.4.2 ‘precautions will be incorporated into the construction procedures to
mitigate the effect of man’s intervention’.

Post Dooncarton and Derrybricn I believe the foregoing is a hanging statement.
Section 9. The continued use of Belmullet Met. Station data is this EIS is
reprehensible. Are the compilers of this section — for and on behalf of Shell — so
obtuse and/or obdurate that they think they can persist in using inappropriate
data for a vital component of this proposed project? Esllowing the unanimous
refusal of PL 16.126073 by ABP which specifically referred to ‘the amount and
pattern of rainfall in the arca’ and post September 3\"' 2003 such pussyfooting is
no longer an option. Since all modelling b ed on inappropriate data is, by
definition, useless 1 submit that on th@@:s of this major flaw planning
permission should, and must, be rel'usedqQ <

Table 11.4 TBC not listed in Glossa "\

12.9 *No residual noise impact is pke%?ed following decommissioning and
reinstatement’. Quite!

The less said the better abouléﬁ“_nx Brady, Shipman, Martin contribution to
Landscape and Visual lmpaczgﬁlth regard to the Corrib Project.

14.5 Verifiably assess the nét ‘potential benefit’ for control of GHG’s in Ireland
per Corrib.

18.9 note refl. To Corrib as ‘project’.

Sections 19 and 20 are silly and wearisome,

EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35
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LTR-DATED FROM
3.3  What are HSA Guidelines for prevention of Repetiti t fury-in
flagmen?

3.4 Where on site will excavated peat from peat reception area be stored?

4.3.3 Treatment of peat *...have yet to be proven for foundation purposcs, for
buildings and equipment’ — admission of untried nature of lunacy proposed for
Ballinaboy/Srahmore?

Note to 4.3. 10— 4.3.13

Some time ago (date recorded), 1 attended a Council For The West Energy
Committee mecting chaired by Ms. Marian Harkin. You might {ind the following
account of its deliberations re the proposed Corrib Project somewhat instructive.
The Chair asked the committee’s resident ‘oil and gas expert’ , one Mr. Bill
Jones for his report on the CFTW-organised meeting in Glenamoy, May 2001,
Mr. Jones reported, and I quote ‘They were very stupid people at the meeting in
Glenamoy; 1 had to explain things to them.’ (end quote). Mr. Jones went on to
opine that it would be hard to find a more unsuitable site than that at Ballinaboy
adding that it was obviously chosen from a helicopter. Mr. Jones’ solution to the
‘peat problem’ was to liquefy it and dump it in Broadhaven Bay!

4.3.3 This nonsense should carry a Health Warning — seriously damages
rationality. &

5.2 ‘Qualitative research was informed through dlsgéssmns with local
representatives from Bord na Mona’. Quite.

3.3.8 Mr. Phillips becomes further cmbogqudﬁ(l\ the following gem:

‘There is a general shortage of ac iﬁ‘odatlon in Mayo, which is partly
due to the suitability of the la{gﬁ building as it is mountainous, boggy,
sandy or liable to flood.” &
QOQ\\
1 note that while Arhom and V@wth have been deleted, Glencad and Inbher (sic)
are misspelt. o¢\
6.4.4.1 Where is Fig. 6.17 s
6.6.1 Is along term temporary impact an oxymoron?
6.10  How in the name of God would dozing/excavating operations keep
moving peat in place?
6.11.2 ‘There are no negative residual impacts foreseen at this stage’ - might
this horribly offensive sentence have been copied and pasted from the
Derrybrien Wind Farm EIS?
7.2.1.2 Why no sampling of Muinhin in October 2003?
7.5.2.1 ‘should be’ — not acceptabie
7.3.2.2 ‘should’, ‘could’ — not acceptable
7.5.2.3 Where has it been demonstrated that 450,000 cubic metres of dumped
peat on cutaway bog has revegetated within S years?
8.3.7 ‘*Carrowmore Lake is a major public drinking water supply’ —
disingenuous — Carrowmore Lake (spring fed) is the source of the Regional
Water Supply for Erris and, as such, is much more than a back-up firepond for a
gas refinery.
Table 9.3 Belmullet Met. Station data again.
11.5.1 Air sampling data at Ballinaboy since 2001 — why no comparable site
rainfall data?
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12.5.1 How can local residents be given at [east one week’s aﬂq_gafgdmtice of all-
night haulage due to fine weather if it’s raining cats and d¢gs at the time2— FROM
13.5 last para. — Marian Shrine is recently built pot rece
13.8 ‘very limited sources of light, primarily from the scattercd residential
properties’ — THAT IS A BLATANT LIE. The primary source of offensive light
pollution in this area is not from what Brady, Shipman, Martin would disdain as
‘onc-off housing’ but comes from the legally questionable GLANCRE TEO.
plant at Muingmore.

14.3 third bullet — incorporation of peat etc. etc. Why not Ieave it where it is in

Ballinaboy? ‘

14.4 Why can’t the effect of these releases be specifically quantified?

16.2.6 ‘It should be noted, however, that if the development did not proceed
there would still be the issue of disposal of 450,000ms of peat from the
Bellanaboy Bridge Gas Terminal foot print.’

In a litany of lunacies that is onc of my favourites! However, putting mirth aside,

one must ask — is the omission of the word ‘proposed’ from the above based on

the O Ciiiv premise of ‘gone beyond any other option’?

17.2.5 How will peat sturry create a carbon sink?

18.2 1 believe this could best be described as an Unholy Alliance!

18.3 1f both interconnector supplies from the UK should be interrupted then

endemic (sic) gas would probably be academic! R4

(Chambers - endemic adj. prevalent or regularlég@found in a people or a

district:confined to a particular area (biol).) SN

19.2 What is the point of a pro-forma draft EMS?

OB
S

S

<<Q\ \\‘\\Q

X

TiM

A
O

&

S
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nical arrogance,
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TiM

Within the entire EIS, a demented concept masked in geot
there is one coherent sub para (copied and pasted) - in Vol.
Vol. 2 at 4.3. 7 which reads;

‘The excavated peat would not be suitable as an engineering fill
material. It cannot be laid down and compacted to meet enginecring
criteria. The characteristics of the mineral soils are quite variabie.’

Compare and contrast the following statements from Mr. Phillips, Town
Planning Consultant, on behalf of the applicant (my italics in both).

*“The proposed construction methodology, sequencing and programme (including
an examination of traffic generation) were subjected to detailed scrutiny at the
Hearing (to a degree not previously experienced by the Project Team members
who have contributed to such Hearings). Notwithstanding this, the Project Team,
comprising individual experts and firms of international experience in dealing with
peat wish ta reconfirm their collective endorsement of the proposed methodology
Jor the extraction and placement of peat.’
Review of issues arising at the reconvened Oral Hearing and

concluding comments. Phillips. 10 December 2002

&
S

SO
‘.....the proposed development, an on-shore® @minal, represents the best option
for the processing of natural gas and th et Bellanaboy in assaciation with the
Sralimore peat deposition site represcﬁ O(&}: best technical solution and location for
sucl a development.’ S
Planning Report. Philﬁ@@*})cccmbcr 2003
N
&

Consider the following 10 DAY timetable for reducing a noble, long-lived entity
with its inherent integrity to a state of disaggregated muck:

(i)excavate in situ peat in Ballinaboy; (ii) place — oh so gently - into dumper
truck; (iii) trundle to windrow site; (iv) dump at windrow site; (v) stew for 8
days; (vi) get observation methoded by Bord na Ména representative; (vii)
dump 11 tonnes onto 4axle lorry; (viii) drive — oh so carefully — for 10 miles
along Glencullen Road; (ix) dump onto concrete at Area 5; (x) load onto
Haku system trailer; (xi) trundle to high field; (xii) dump on high field; (xiii)
bulldoze onto low field; (xiv) camber gently to create (inappropriate data)
rainfall runoff.

I challenge anybody with any modicum of rationality to call the above anything
other than demented.
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The refusal by the applicant - assisted, if not very ably, by h‘éﬁﬁﬁ@&mﬂf@?ﬁ
to accept the reasoned, unanimous judgement of An E&rﬂ—ﬂlﬂiﬁlﬁ-m—%—
16.126073 and the continued unhealthy attachment to Ballinaboy means, I
believe, that the Corrib Gas Project has moved beyond being ‘just’ a planning

issue to having long-term implications for judging the current status of the
democratic health of this State.

There are many, many citizens — of all ages — whose attention spans haven’t been
eroded by rampant consumerism and whose integrity isn’t pegged to the dollar
or the euro to ensure that the machinations surrounding this project (all of them
well documented) will, in time, be aired in appropriate fora.

P00/2934 is defunct

P01/900 was deficient

P03/3343 is demented

To date, neither political patronage nor planning pusillanimity has ‘built a gas

terminal in a bog’. Nor will they, Deo favente. O;\(\é
S
S
F5°
O
S
N
S
5 (\& \O
N)
SN
N
\Q
\O
&
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APPENDICES

EU Letter, 01:10:2002

Guardian Article, Jan. 21, 2004, Christian Aid CSR Report
Humbert School Programme, Jul. 02, 2003

Solicitor Letter, Jul. 09, 2002 &

P
The Changing Global gas Market,ogg'@?led

S
GE&°

Sk _ RebbIod ?(/‘(cc
Aides Memoires, P01/900 M % Y,
Q
&

S

Western People Article, Jan. 28, 2004

Ken Saro-Wiwa, R.LP. (ad 2d)
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The world has changed since vou woke this morning | Li:BATED FROM
.

Social responsibility is just a PR tool for businesses, says
report

Terry Macalister
Wednesday January 21, 2004

The Guardian

Businesses are using corporate social responsibility as a shield behind which to campaign against environmental
and human rights regulations, warns a report published today.

Christian Aid claims CSR is in some cases counter-productive, worsening relations between business and local
communities.

Shell's chairman, Sir Philip Watts, is one of the executives attacked for playing a leading role in CSR while
lobbying against tougher international laws. His company is held up as an example of a group that is
implementing CSR initiatives in Nigeria, some of which are backfiring.

Christian Aid's report, Behind The Mask: The Real Face Of Corporate Social Responsibility, calls for new
international guidelines to govern company behaviour. &

%)
It wants UK legislation to:
O
* Make corporate social and environmental reporting an%@%@ﬁsure mandatory;
SO

- Give directors a duty of care for communities and,gtié(\@hvironment, making them legally responsible for the
actions of their companies overseas; &éj\ A

RS
- Enable people harmed by UK companies’ cﬁigﬁtions overseas to seek redress in British courts and provide

resources to allow them to do so. &
X

Christian Aid also argues the OECD shduld adopt a convention on the same issues similar to the one that covers
bribery.

It says CSR is being used as a public refations tool and believes it is no coincidence that companies in areas such
as oil, mining and tobacco are its biggest public champions.

The charity highlights attempts by the United Nations to introduce a set of principles governing corporate
respansibilities on human rights that were opposed by business groups, on the grounds they were already dealing
with such issues with their own voluntary CSR initiatives.

I'g also notes that attempts to use the US Alien Tort Claims Act by those claiming to be victims of corporate human
rights and environmental abuses overseas have been resisted by companies.

The UK branch of the International Chamber of Commerce - chaired by Sir Philip - has been lobbying against
ATCA, but a Shell spokesman last night insisted the oil company recognised the right of governments to introduce
mandatory codes. "Our point is that such measures must be clear, well formulated and produce a level playing
field for everyone across all jurisdictions,” he explained.

Shell is in the firing line over its activities in the Niger delta, where relations with the community have been tense

http://www.guardian.co.uk/print/0,3858,4840606-103676,00.html 25/05/2004
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since the deaths of poet activist Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight others who protested about oil activities in the region.

26 MAY 2004

The executions - and the ensuing world outcry - led to the Anglo-Dutch group aflopting a CSR policy.

LTR-DATED FROM
Christian Aid says that despite Shell’'s claims about "honesty, integrity and respgei for people”, the oil company
has failed to bring about change in the delta.

"Christian Aid has found evidence that Shell's clean-up of oil spills and repair of pipelines in Nigeria is
scandalously inadequate and would never be tolerated in Europe and North America.”

The failure of CSR schemes has only added to the bad feeling between the local community and Shell, argues
Andrew Pendleton, auther of the report.

But the oil company argued that outside auditors had assessed its programmes in Nigeria and concluded that
93% were functional and 75% successful. Shell was working hard to improve the 25% that were not as good as
they could be, a company spokesman said.

Christian Aid also highlights British American Tabacco and Coca-Cola as firms that - it alleges - preach CSR but
fail to deliver on the ground.

Guardian Unlimited © Guardian Newspapers Limited 2004

http://www.guardian.co.uk/print/0,3858,4840606-103676,00. htm! 25/05/2004
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Coach lcaves Ballina 6.30pm
SESSION FOUR
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John Healy Address:

Responsc;
Chair:

Coach returns to Ballina
approx 1lpm

Thursday, July 3rd:

SESSION FIVE:

I1am,

Responsc:

Chatr:

SESSION SIX:

1:30p.m.
'‘God Save Amcrica’'

Chair

SESSION SEVEN:

Page 2 ol'4
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Teach lorrais Holel, Seesu .ILTR'DATED, FROM

P

Frank Chamtbers,
Cathaoirlcach, Mayc County.

Muartin Cullen,

Minister for the Emvormuent and Local Government.

Andy Pyle,
Managing Dircclor I'nlerprise Energy Irclind,

Tony McGuarry
Chairman 1HS

Moyne College, Ball.na, &
Sewun Boyne, ‘3‘

Political Editor Qf é(i/?r World,

Sean O 'Rauriqu

RTE Reporg @? &

Joln Dal@

Polluc& tor, 11 : Star.

Lingdey (é‘t\pan.llo,

l\ ommunicaiivns Group, Washington bC.

S

&

*
00045\ Bartra Housc Holel

Caonor Brady,
Former Editor. The Jrixh Times.

Liewellyn King,

Publisher, Hhite Ho.ise Weekfv, Washington D.C.
Matt Furrell,

Vice President. Bali aa Chamber Commerce.

8 pan. [Huimbert Dinner, Dow 1hill Hotel , Ballina,

Guest Speuker:

Michael Martin,

Minister for Health and Cliidren.

Chair: Joltn Cooney

Dircetor, Intcrnational Humbert School

Responsc:

Martin O'Rourke

Managing Dircclor, 31/PA Lreland

http://www.humbertschool.com/program.html

EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:35



¥ hone (096) 21061,
- DENIS M. MOLLOY (seimaons pLEANAm“’““ 7060,
O - Solicitors - TIME BY, Forio. (096} 70636.
: Bridge Street, Ballina, Co. Mayo. 25 M AY 200" DX 14002
Our Kef: DMM/BC
LTRDATED_______ FROM__,, b
PL Date: 8th July 2003
Ms Maura Harrington,
Tullaghan Baun,
Geesala,
BALLINA
Our Client: Teach lorrais, Geesala, Ballina,
&
v\\é‘o
&
S
AN
G
SN
N
5
Dear Madam, &K >
&

We are instructed by our abov,gc,o%amcd client to advise you that duc to your
outrageous conduct and behayidur on our clients premises, you arc HEREBY
BARRED f{rom our clients psemises and for the avoidance of doubt this also means
that you are barred from entering onto any part of the curtilege of the premises
including the car park.

This barring notice takes effect immediately on receipt by you of this letter and
accordingly should you attempt to set foot again on any part of our clients premises,
you will be committing an offence and dealt with accordingly.

Youi )thfully,

(.
DEN :MOLLOY, SOLICITORS

Denis M. Molloy, BCL., Dip., Eur.Law. Michelle M.B. Mulherin, BCL., (NU1), Dip. Property Tax

r “ 1 Neri
Principa ERA.EXP0i.08:07:2014:23:40:36.
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** *ﬁ Direclorale D - implemeniation and enforcement
b1 ENV.D2 - Legal implementation and enforcement 26 M AY 2004

LTR.
Brusscls ,,,_'ﬁ A TRP-000 FROM
D(2002) [ A ) e

PrioriTY
AERPHOST
b3

County Mayo,
IRELAND

PrioriTY
AERPHOST

I refer to your complaint P2001/4619, conceming development of the Corrib gas ficld off the
Mayo Coast. &
N<

Firstly, I wish to apologisc for the delay in investigaling the issucsiraised in this complaint. This
is due 1o the volume of complaints received by the Commisg&élgrz@cr the past twelve months.
J

og? K
The Commission has recently written to the Irish aul@ﬁ?'@@ secking the following informalion,
in order to investigate the issucs raised in your comgplast:
&S
1. any general comments they consider appr &‘h?c on the claims made ;
L QO

K
2. comments on the report prescnted by Agfﬁ'aiscc to the Department of the Marine and Natural
Resources in March 2000 concgﬁing claims of dcficiencics in the Irish regulatory
framework for offshore oil and g@@%xploralion;

3. details of how wasles generated from offshore oil and gas cxploration are regulated by
Ircland in accordance with Dircctive 75/442/EEC on waste, together with details of how they
were regulated for the Corrib development;

4. comments on claims that scismic surveys and exploratory appraisal well drilling were
conducted by Enterprise Encrgy Ireland Limited since 1996 without cnvironmenlal survey or
regulation;

5. comments on the sieps taken or lo be taken to cnsure respect for Article 12 of
Dircetive 92/43/EC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild flora and fauna with
specific reference to the disturbance of cetaceans and cffects on their breeding and resting
arcas as a resull of this proposed development, including the exploratory work (scismic
surveys and cxploratory drilling) alrcady undertaken in Broadhaven Bay and also the
proposed Summer 2002 commencement of blasting works in preparation for pipe-laying;

6. details of any derogations granted pursuant to Article 16 of Dircctive 92/43/EC;

Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brusse} - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11.
Office: BU-, 1/204. Telephone: direct line (32-2) 2990325 Fax: {32-2) 2991070.
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7. in the light of the requircments of Arlicle 6(3) of Directive 92/43/EEC as w
Dircctive 85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and privatc pr¢jRetls
on the cnvironment, comments on the claims that the information provided by the dev &cr
by way of EIS was deficicnt with regard to interests protected under Directives 79/409
on the conservation of wild birds and 92/43/EEC, that there has been a lack of bag
survey work and other adequate prior investigations (c.g. 1 day tidal and 1 day bird §
and that further investigations have been inappropriately deferred to the post-approval § lgc;

FROM

%
26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED

PL

8. having regard to the links between the different projcct components making up the [grily
development, comments on how “in combination” cffects have been addressed py llE
different decision-making authoritics, logether with commenls on the fact
Environmental Protection Agency Act 1992 appears to inappropriatcly constrain the role of
planning authorities with regard to decision-making on impacis affecling Natura 2000 sitcs;

9. clarification on the decision-making authoritics with rcsponsibilitics for ensuring respect for
Articles 6(3) and (4) of Dircclive 92/43/EEC with regard to cach projcct making up the
Corrib development;

10. details of the ascertainments, including the bases for same, of decision-making bodics that
the Corrib development would not affect the integrity of Special Protection Arcas (SPAs)
and proposed Special Arcas of Conscrvation (SACs) with regard to the following: pipe-line
construction, with particular reference to conditions for Harbour Porpoise and Bottlenose
Dolphin and wild birds hosted by SPAs; approved discharge location and {uture pipe-linc
discharges from the proposed terminal; trcatment and discharges of waste-water arising
during the construction phase of the proposed terminal; the righo f groundwaler and other

water pollution arising [rom the terminal,; &
S8
11. having regard to cvidence of significant risks to Natyfa 300 sites arising from the choice of
terminal location, details of the consideration Q&‘n by deccision-making authoritics to
alternative terminal siles. .OOQéﬂ “
&S
The response of the Irish authoritics is col{ﬁ%?@ly awaited and I will keep you informed of
developments. < OQ\\&
(¢
N
& .
& Yours sincerely,
; e
b e
. ."/"" # x
Principal Administrator
! Including Sand Martins
2
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Book car hire in Sligo - www.taratravel.com ;TR -DATED FROM
‘ L

Book your car rental in Sligo with Tara Travel.

Ads by LOogne

Archives Testern People

HOME + SEARCHBYDATE > SEARCHBYKEYWORD > CLIPBOARD (32 HELP 3

TCM Archives > Western_People > 2004/01/28 > What we can learn from Indian chief's wise reply

Wednesday, January 28, 2004 :

FRONT | NEWS | SPORT | LOCAL NEWS | OTHER NEWS

What we can learn from Indian chief's wise reply

Chief Seattle, a Suquamish Indian who lived on the Puget Sound outside the city that
bears his name, was a skilled diplomat and a great orator. In 1854, the 'Great White
Chief’ in Washington made an offer for a large area of Indian land and promised a
reservation for the Indian people. Chief Seattle’'s reply has been described as the most
beautiful and profound statement on the environment ever made.
But over the past three decades, controversy has raged in literary and historical circles
about the authenticity of the speech. Many scholars now ieve that the words were
actually penned by Ted Perry, a screen-writer, inspired some writings attributed to
the Chief, for a 1972 ABC film about ecology. It wgsgﬁ ivered at a Southern Baptist
Convention that year.
While the statement may be a suitable combj Qﬁf@n of the thoughts of both the Indian
chief and Ted Perry, it is, nevertheless, a sgﬁ statement on matters relating to the
environment. é,}\o &
In an age where the environment is b V\Qﬁc“}alm:la:llisecl by greed and that most misused
word ‘development’, this article shQ}si Be cut out and used as a reference for years to
come. S

N
How can you buy or sell the skygthe warmth of the land? The idea is strange to us. If
we do not own the freshness ©f the air and the sparkle of the water, how can you buy
them?
Every part of this earth is sacred to my people. Every shining pine needle, every sandy
shore, every mist in the dark woods, every clearing and humming insect is holy in the
memory and experience of my people.
The sap that which courses through the trees carries the memories of the red man.
The white man's dead forget the country of their birth when they go to walk among the
stars. Our dead never forget this beautiful earth, for it is the mother of the red man.
We are part of the earth and it is part of us. The perfumed flowers are our sisters; the
deer, the horse, the great eagle, these are our brothers. The rocky crests, the juices in
the meadows, the body heat of the pony, and man - all belong to the same family.
So when the Great Chief in Washington sends word that he wishes to buy our land, he
asks much of us. The Great Chief sends word he will reserve us a place so that we can
live comfortably to ourselves. He will be our father and we his children.
So we will consider your offer to buy our land. But it will not be easy. For this land is
sacred to us. This shining water that moves in the streams and rivers is not just water
but the blood of our ancestors.

If we sell you land, you must remember that it is sacred and you must teach your

http://archives.tcm.ie/westernpeople/2004/01/28/story 17762 asp 25/05/2004
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children that it is sacred and that each ghostly reflection in the clepr water @fghidAykagy.
o telis of events and memories in the life of my people. The water’s murmur is the voice
of my father’s father. LTR-DATED FROM
The rivers are our brothers, they quench our thirst. The rivers car(]"p;_:ur canOEs arrd
feed our children. If we sell you our fand, you must remember an e
that the rivers are our brothers, and yours, and you must henceforth give the rivers
the kindness you would give any brother.
We know that the white man does not understand our ways. One portion of land is the
same to him as the next, for he is a stranger who comes in the night and takes from
the land whatever he needs. The earth is not his brother, but his enemy, and when he
has conquered it, he moves on.
He leaves his father’s grave behind, and he does not care. He kidnaps the earth from
his children, and he does not care. His father’s grave and his children’s birthright, are
forgotten. He treats his mother, the earth, and his brother, the sky, as things to be
bought, plundered, sold like sheep or bright beads. His appetite will devour the earth
and leave behind only a desert.
1 do not know. Our ways are different from your ways. The sight of your cities pains
the eyes of the red man. But perhaps it is because the red man is a savage and does
not understand. There is no quiet place in the white man'’s cities. No place to hear the
unfurling of leaves in spring, or the rustle of an insect’'s wings.
But perhaps it is because I am a savage and do not understand.
The clatter only seems to insult the ears. And what is there to life if a man cannot hear
the lonely cry of the whippoorwill or the arguments of the frogs around a pond at
night?
1 am a red man and no dot understand. &
The Indian prefers the soft sound of the wind darting ov,\@ the face of a pond and the
smell of the wind itself, cleaned by a midday rain,\ r scented with the pinon pine. The
air is precious to the red man, for all things sha(;gﬁt\[} same breath - the beast, the
tree, the man, they all share the same breath & &
The white man does not seem to notice the § Ye breathes. But if we seil you our land,
you must remember that the air is preciq@gﬁ us, that the air shares its spirit with all
the life it supports. The wind that gaveﬁ@grandf'ather his first breath also receives his
last sigh. And if we sell you our Iand&ﬁq&\mustkeep it apart and sacred, as a place
where even the white man can go f%jéste the wind that is sweetened by the meadow’s
flowers. &
Sc we will consider your offer tqﬁuy our land. If we decide to accept, I will make one
condition: The white man mugthreat the beast of this land as his brothers.
I am a savage and I do not understand any other way.
I have seen a thousand rotting buffaloes on the prairie, left by the white man who shot
them from a passing train.
I am a savage and I do not understand how the smoking iron horse can be more
important than the buffalo that we kill only to stay alive.
What is man without the beasts? If all the beasts were gone, man would die from a
great loneliness of spirit. For whatever happens to the beasts, soon happens to man.
All things are connected.
You must teach your children that the ground beneath their feet is the ashes of your
grandfathers. So that they will respect the land, tell your children that the earth is rich
with the lives of our kin. Teach your children what we have taught our children, that
the earth is our mother. Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons of the earth, if
men spit upon the ground, they spit upon themselves.
This we know; the earth does not belong to man; man belongs to the earth. All things
are connected., Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons of the earth. Man did not
weave the web of life; he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he
does to himself.
Even the white man, whose God walks and talks with him as friend to friend, cannot be

http://archives.tcm.ie/westernpeople/2004/01/28/story17762.asp 25/05/2004
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exempt from the common destiny. We may be brothers after all. We shdIkER@ATED FROM

0 One thing we know, which the white man may one day discover - our is_the same ——
God. You may think now that you own Him as you wish to own our land, BUryoor ==

cannot.

He is the God of man, and His compassion is equal for the red man and the white. This

earth is precious to Him and to harm the earth is to heap contempt on its Creator.

The whites toc shall pass; perhaps sooner than all the other tribes. Contaminate your

bed and you will one night suffocate in your own waste. But in your perishing you will

shine brightly, fired by the strength of the God who brought you to this land and for

some special purpose gave you dominion over this land and over the red man.

That destiny is a mystery to us, for we do not understand when the buffalo are all

slaughtered, the wild horses are tamed, the secret corners of the forest heavy with

scent of many men, and the view of the ripe hills biotted by talking wires.

Where is the thicket? Gone. Where is the eagle? Gone.

The end of living and the beginning of survival .”
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Mualcoln Brinded-—The changing plobal gas market

As global demand for energy increases, gas is playing an increasingly
significant and strategic role in meeting that demand. The gas sector is
poised for trtemendous growth over the next two decades — and berween
2020 and 2030 could potentially overtake oil as the world’s preferred fuel.
Regional markets such as — North America, Europe, and Asia Pacific -
are becoming increasingly interconnected creating a global gas market
A critical factor in shaping this new global market will be the congrrE
rapid growth of Liquefied Natural Gas (LING). However, the s
the LNG market will be different to that for oil because of high

confidence in markets before taking investment decisions. Other ke
factors will be political and technological. The desire of governmentq 1§
find secure and diverse energy supplies will be crucial, as will
environmental considerations. Technological advances will be vital,
allowing the industry to tackle large-scale projects and extend the lives of
existing facilities. Resource holders with large remote gas reserves also
have a major new option to monetise their gas — Gas-to-Liquids, which is
a game changer for the whole gas industry.

As my title states, gas markets are indeed remain dominant, bur decreasingly so, 10
changing — and more changes are ahead, the middle of the cenwury. (Fignire 2)
but maybe not the changes that some
here expect. (D &
1 WAt skxj.tch what we can expect, éo Chungin g gas markets
why ir’s happening, and the erucial role of O‘\}

LNG in ali of this. As my fellow speakers
this morning are concentrating on the
North America gas marker, 1 feel it’s
useful to establish the global context in
which the major developments in North
Amerjcan gas are playing our.

There are four things that | want o
stress. First, gas markets which have
traditonally been almost entirely
regional — North Amerea, Europe, Asia £
Pacific — are becoming increasingly OQQ
interconnected and so to some exrent

global, Second, LNG will play the cridcal

role in determining the natwre and @

structure of those global markets. Third, Developing energy use
gas markets will not develop in the same Energy system mix G - the new fuel of choice
way as the oil markets with which we are 3] million boe/d

ail so familiar. Finally, we need o 1000

recognise that government priorites and
technology are two key factors shaping
developments to come. (Figare 1)

Gas markets are becoming global

Why are gas markets slowly globalising?
Le?’s remind ourselves of the changing

shape of the enerpy basket. Shell energy
scenarios indicate thart oil and gas will

1970 1990 2010 2030 2050 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030
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But the refadve spiit berween ol jand

gas is changing, as you can see here ﬁfR.DA‘!IED

the right. It’s possible that gas will

al gar market

26 MAY 2008  f
@ Indigknous supply vs. demand

FRORPnsumplign by supply source 2000-25
United State

overtake oil as the fuel of ¢choice be

betid

2020 and 2030, driven by economics,
environmental factors and consumer
choice.

So gas will be in greater demand -
how will that demand be met?

This is where we start to see clearly
why gas is becoming more global. Falling
indigenous supply from maturing fields in
the US and the EU will not be enough to
meet steadily rising demand. The US
won’t be able w rely enfyron Canada, nor
Europe onfy on Russia, to meet the
shordall. More imports will be needed -
and LNG will have some 15 to 20% of
those markets by 2020 or so. (Figure 3}

The issues are different in China and
India, where very rapid economic
development requires significant gas-fired
power generation and industry, and
indigenous reserves are, in comparison,
quite limited. Hence gas demand growth
will need to be supported by imports to
keep up the pace. Here as well, LNG will
play a key role,

So for many reasons, global gas
growth between now and 2030 will be
substantial. And we can see LNG
growing especially fast — by a factor of §
by 2030. (Figure 4)

We also kanow that LNG will be
travelling over greater distances. The
major gas reserves are far from the major
markes. So LNG wade will connect b%
markets that were previously n.gl(m&}bﬁ‘
‘islands’.

By 2010 we can expect much more
trade and much more diversity — with
respect to who's taking imports, and
where those imports are coming from.

Furthermore, US markets will exert 2
major pull in the LNG market. Not ail
the potendal regasification projects in
North America will come o fruition, of
course, But market analysis suggests 40 to
80 mipa of open demand in the next 10
vears. This is a race, which the front-
runners will win — and [ believe Shell is
well positioned. (Figure 5)

Development on this scale will take
massive investment, Perhaps up w© $80
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billion doilars over the next 10 vears
alone to support LNG growth in just the
Atlantic Basin; and about two-thirds of
that is likely to relate to North America.

ING will determine market siructure
QOverail, LNG will be one key
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determinant in the changing structure of
global gas markets.

First, through the growing market
interconnectedness that we've just seen,

Second, because it expands the
choices open to gas producers, regarding
where and to whom they sell their
product.

Third, the potential speed and scale of
growth of US LNG demand,
accompanied by firm demand in North
East Asia and Europe, will also lead to
competition between markets to secure
supply,

Regional price differences will sdfl
predominandy reflect the fundamental
supply and demand balance and number
of customers in each region, as well ag
LNG shipping and storage costs and
dgidities. However, those differences
cannot get too large. Indeed, regionai
prices wilf become somewhat connected,
but with mushy and delayed acton
rransmission, quite different from the
direct drive of the oil market. (Figure 6)

Gas markets are different
Why this difference from oil?

For une thing, the cosr seructuresin
il and gas are quite different. The
industries are at different stages of
maturity; in gas, there are fewer assets and
much is being built, using very large
amounts of capital, particularly in LNG.

Moreover, the basic costs of
liquefving, transportng and regasifying
LNG arc much higher than the equivalegf™
oll chain. Transportaton and distribpdgan
is a far higher proportion of the delivered
cost of gas: a typical LNG tanker is about
four times the cost of a crude carrder of
the same capacity.

Also, during transport and storage
LNG cannot be perfecdy insulated and
some (1.13% per day is cypically lost
through boil off - unlike crude oil, the
product deteriorates with dme. Equally,
gas is much more expensive to store than
oil,

Internarional gas contracts tend to
be long term, rather than short term.
Suppliers need them before they will feel
confident enough of their future income
streams, as well as arrange the necessary

EIME By
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|
Wider choices for gas producers

~ 'More price convergence

Competition |
between regional markets |

finance associated with their long-term
investment decisions. Customers also like
long-term contracts, because they will
have invested heavily in the power
statons or industries that use the gas, and
often value gready having price steadiness
and predicrability, as well as security of
supply, These facrors are not going away,
which is why long-term contracts will
prevail across much of the 'n}%stry.

The value chains in tgt\énd gas are
different. For exagyp) e LNG indusery
today operate t entirely with
producers \Q&dng directy with gas
utilities rs, on either an FOB or
LX~SI@Q§@IS Ir's very doubtful that we
wgg‘?@nry. scale trading of LNG — i fu

N

\\&{gé oil, with an extensive paper as well
< @ physical market — even in the medium-
‘\ term furure. However, companies with a

global LNG portfolio, and a long history
of trading in oil markers, will have an
advanmge, whatever the pace and nawre
of the changres to come.

New players are coming in 1o link
and strengthen the gas value chain, We
can see a trend: with downstream
companies moving upstream — for
instance Sempra, GDF, Union Fenosa;
and customers getting into supply
projects to safeguard the security of their
supply ~ for example, CNOQOC, Kogas,
and some Japanese customers. But the
number of players in the LNG business
will remain significandy smaller than the
range of oil players. And many of these
new arrangements actually reinforee long-
term supply deals. So this is not 2 major

N
“New players are
coming in to ink

and strengthen
the gas value
chain.”

I
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driver of market structure change.

Indeed, LNG will continue 1o be a
unique market, but we nonetheless are
secing some gradual shifts in this market.
(Figur 7)

A greater mix of contrace types, for
one thing, Investors may not be happy to
see less long-term commitment before
they approve funding for projects; but
customer needs must be served.

However, a significant volume of base
load on long-term contracts is, and will
stll be, required because of the amount
of money invested in LNG projects.
Also, increased focus on security of
supply plus potental shortfalls in the
contest of the USA market pull are aiso
again driving customers 1w look for long-
term deals,

Where in the past there was virtually
no spot market in LNG, preater liquidity
due to a greater number of projects and
destinadons will help to foster the
emergence of such a marker — but on a
limited scale, mainly based around the
small amount of uncontracted cargoes in
an LNG project build-phase, or that arise
due to capacity debottlenecking.

However, we won’t see the oil spot
market being recreated: for reasons of
transpartation costs, quality restrictions,
receiving terminal constraints, shipping
availability, and — most importanty - the
huge amount of investment at both ends
of the chain.

Project approval requirements are
changing as demand for gas grows
rapidly, as new countries enter the parpgy
and as players gain experience and
undersmnding of the markets. All these
facrors increase confidence to accelerate
project po-ahead. So we see some
projects accepting a gap of uncontracted
supplies at FID. However, there is sdll a
strong push for a significant base load of
“make or pay” contracts from equity
sponsors and — where applicabie —
financial instmedons as a condidon for
project finance.

i've already mentdoned a reducton in
global price differences in LNG. High
LNG demand and prices from the US
wili surely have an impact on price in
Europe and on contract renegotdatons in

4

J&
Cp
\CJOdepe:ndcnce = diversificaton of energy

f’ sources, supply countries and supply

@

Asia Pacific as well. Don’t expect to see a “Don’t expect to
global price for LNG, but different see a global price
regions will impact each other’s prices. for LNG, but

Finaily, market signals show that different regions
customers are willing o experiment with will impact each
pricing mechanisms. It’s not certai - :
where this might lead, but we will sge AN BORLF ALA
more variety — for example, with i TIME BY

price linked to Henry Hub; the EUprice
linked to pipeline gas that is linked fo oil,
spot gas price and sometimes eleceicity 26 MAY 200’*
and coad; and Far East prices linke i

In all of this the directdon is ap 'E{r’?r,b ATED
but the pace, and the end point, a
uncertain.

FROM

Key shaping factors

What wili determine how quickly, and
effectvely, change mkes place in global
pas markets? 1 believe two key shaping
factors are political and socieml
consideradons and technology.

One of the key concerns of
governments, and the consumers and
businesses they govern, is security of
energy supply. And security g%upply
depends largely on divergig®of supply,
Let’s not forger: gag-d fand in Japan and
Korea was orip §r?;cn by security of
supply, afrer el shocks of the 1970s.

CloselpBaid o security of supply are
c:mcg\\& él&)ut import dependence. As
th $c:1n Commission pointed out in

n paper last vear, diversification is
key response to growing import

routes.
In terms of LNG, diversity is clearly

—_— —

Evolving LNG markets

long-term Take er Bay mainly long-term ToP; some |
= el B

- B

oround 10%

projects approved projects approved when

when ges is seld - :mt';;aﬂl n?fr:wkm

maijer regianal price - towards global pricn

differences inlercanneciedness |
prices change increased diversity of

=

pricing mechonisms

“The direction is apparent, but the pace and end point uncertain...”
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on an upswing. Today we have 12
countries with 14 plants and 110 mtpa
annual sales.

in 10 years” dme there will be more
than rwice as many plants in rwice as
many countries, supplying twice as much
LNG to a larger base of customers —
which will be good for everyone. (Figure 8)

For this supply diversity to really
deliver securdty, the infrastructure needs
to be in place — interconnected pipelines
and sufficient LNG regas terminals,

Major infrastructure developments are
under way or proposed in Evrope, Similar
developments are taking place in North
America and Asia Pacific, as you know.
(Figure 9)

These developments mean no region
will be beholden to any one supplier for
pipeline gas or LNG, which will help to
reduce security of supply risks in an
energy-hungry future. This is a key
message to et across m decision makers
in government, who worry about
becoming dependent on imported gas.

A second consideration for
governments is the environment.
Different countries are dealing with it in
different ways — but most are moving, at
a greater or lesser pace, towards reduced
energy intensity and pollution which
encourages the growth of gas,

In Europe, adherence to Kyoto will
increase gas demand appreciably by 2012.
On the other side of the world, China has
introduced new penaldes on $Ox and
NOx emissions which will improve the &
competitive position of combined X
gas wrbine plants.

Finally, I would like to mendon the
drive m esrablish bilateral gos rade
agreements between couneries looking to
forge closer overall parmerships — for
example, China and Australia have one
$18 billion deal in the bag from North
West Shelf and last week announced
another potential multbillion deal - from
the Gorgon field - with both Heads of
State watching gladly from the wings.

Now, if these are the political
consideratons shaping the market
changes that will take place ahead, what
are the key technology factors T referred
to?

&

* mmeme aa e YV

TIME BY
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ﬁg@— leveraging scale and
“S¥ggeoming a hostile environment. The

SN .
<L giojects that the gas industry can now
Sundertake are virtually unbounded. A

good example is Shell’s $10 billion
Sakhalin 11 project, with its ice-bound
offshore platforms, and 600 km pipelines
to the ice-free LNG plant, which will
process 9.6 million tonnes per year for
nearby markets. (Figure 10)

Technology is enabling us not only ro
do bigger new projects, but also 1o make
the most of what we have. In Brund,
technology improvements have doubled
the life of the plant, to 60 vears, and
increased its capacity by 40%.

A major game changer in LNG is the
relendess drive to reduce costs — enabled,
largrely, by technology. Hand in hand, we
have seen plant capacity increase, enhanc-
ing LNG's competitive position within
the gas mix and the overall energy mix.

“These
developments
mean no region
will be beholden
to any one
supplier for
pipeline gas or
LNG, which will
help to reduce
security of supply
risks in an
energy-hungry

furure.”
e s i ]
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Technology, in the shape of Gas-to
Liquids (GTL), is also now giving gas
resource holders a new choice about w,
to do with their reserves, offering a md
attractive route [ monetse gas in remote
locatdons,

The world market for the ultra-clean,
emission-free hiquids produced in GTL is
virtually unlimited. With 350 bem of gas
reserves, you could produce enough GTL
to fill only 0.5% of the relevant world
matker. If you produced the gas as LNG
instead, you would have enough o supply
10% of the world LNG market today.

GTL is already economically tobust
below $20 per barrel. And advances in
technology are making GTL more cost
effective all the ime. 1 recently returned
from Qatar, where Shell signed an
agreement build a new GTL plant, on
stream in 2009 and producing 140,000
barrels of ultra clean producis at s unit
operating cost of less than USS4/barrel.
But GTL is only at the beginning of the
cost reduction creaming curve which
LNG has already gone through, so the
netbacks o host governments can be
expected to increase with tme.

GTL is central to Qatar’s gas sirategy.
Indeed, Qamr has declared its aim to be
the GTL capital of the world. This
project is therefore a major milestone for
both Qatar and GTL. With investment of
some 35 billion, i’s the frst world-scale
plant in an excitdng new industry
delivering new products with excellent
propertes, (Figure 11) 4;’\\.

This technology gives Qarar and
others a new choice. So it changes the
game for LNG. And tharwill have
repercussions for the whole global gas
industry.

Conclusion

Let me conclude by recapping on my four
main points: gas markets are becoming
globally connected; LNG is a critical
determinant in how that unfolds; we
cannot hope that the lessons we learned
in oil are all we need ro survive; and we

Tl
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h \recopnise the impact political and
ological developments will have on

<O garket changes poing forward,

&

& When we look back, in 20 years’ tme,

1 believe three things will have done more
than most to change the rules of the
game in gas markets as we know them.
Those things are: North America’s huge
demand for LNG imports; the greater
competitiveness of LNG due to failing
costs; and the impact of GTL as an
alternative for monetising reserves,
especiaily in remote locadons.

The challenges ahead in gas are
considerable. But there is no reason to
think that our industry cannot evercome
them. And we in Shelii intend o be doing
just that,

- F—
.. three things
will have done
more than most (0
change the rules
of the game ...
North America’s
huge demand for
LNG, the greater
competitiveness of
LNG due to
falling costs, and
the impact of GTL
as an alternative
for monetising

reserves.”
T
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Glossary TIME

SEC S: curities and Exchange Conynission (%’

UsJD U...ted States Justice Departnjent MAY 2004
FSA F: ancial Services Authority [UBRparep

Euronext Aiusterdam Stock Exchange {#ad othersy——_ FROM
AFM Netherlands Financial Reguli

KPMG

PwC P: e Waterhouse Cooper

'

I wish to record my thaiiks to the Senior Planner, MCC, for the verifiable professionalism of
his assessment of P03/3343 to date — a trait notably absent at Local Authority level heretofore.

I believe the tenor anc content of the MCC Planning request for significant further
information re P03/3345 has not been matched by the applicant’s response. This is not
surprising. It shows that. in one aspett, there is a dire consistency displayed throughout the
planning history of the proposed Corrib Project — could be summarised by the acronym SOS
— Same Old Shell, Same Old Story, Same Old S**** (in the all-encompassing context of peat,
SODS - Same Old Dirty Shell ete, is equally apposite).

A person of high integri v has called P03/3343 an ‘afgﬁ:%ion’ - he's right. It is an affliction for
stakeholders and prope. planners to once moredhave to wade through the assumplions,
omissions and twittering waddle that best ¢ "'d)\}:s the content of Volume 1 and Appendix A
most recently visited upo i us all by the sans€ ¥, Tom Phillips, TPA & Associates. On a more

serious notc, the imposi ion of an affligtion has human and civil rights implications and
P03/3343 lies indisputak | within thigspedl.
S

Se it’s once more unto {ie nligpﬁ‘%@'ﬁol the following observations. Before doing so, 1 wish to
record the fact that the Co. S&‘é@\}m'y, Mr. Condon eventually managed to clarify the closing
date for reccipt of sulJmi-ssioyl&?observations re P03/3343. This is in contrast to P01/900 when
many people, myself inc'.@d, were given to understand that submissions in respect of this
application would be a«&ipied up to 12th September 2001 — by which time, of course, it was
already a County Manag :r/Senior Planner/Frank Fahey fuait accompli.

Yolume 1

lem 1

Is the presentation of 7 = otty-looking photocopied pages gratuitously insulting or just plain
stupid? Appended copy « [ Legal Notice, 31 July 2002 states conditions attached are ‘mainly
related to the protectior »f the environment’. Can ‘written confirmation’ from Frank Fahey
and/or PAD PO Micha.. J. Daly really supercede Seveso 11 ( even with O Ciiv ‘no other
option’ rally-call)? While such claptrap was acceptable to the Co. Manager last time round
(01/900), and may or may not be acceptable to him this time round (P03/3343), can it be
acceptable — in any veriti:ble professional manner — to the current Senior Planner?

Hem 3
How many tankers? Arc -hey factored into Traffic Management *Plan?
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Items 4.5

If Mr. Phillips would vwish (his wishes having been entertained in P01/900) to treat this
planning application as a rather large ‘one-of” bungalow in a bog why weren’t trial holes dug
at the proposed location «f the puraflo unit?

(agrément- n.approval by state of diplomatic representatives sent to it-n.pl. amenities,courtesies,
charms, blandiskments: . .nbellishments, as grace notes and trills (mus).

Item 10
Is the glorious ccological diversity nurtured between Broadhaven and Tullaghan over
millennia really reducabic to the badger, otter, hen harrier, corncrake and frog (and frogs
don’t count)?
Please sce appended article ‘Warning sounded on decline of species’, Guardian download,
26:03:°04. Taking intc consideration the RSK ENSR high profile per their website
www.rskensr.com can tl: 'y quantify what their ‘contribution’ — be it small or large - has been
to this decline?
Given the apparent disdain/dismissal/contempt/arrogance inherent in ail the applicant’s
forest-loads of paper to date, can P03/3343 be viewed as a sustainable planning option by
anyone other than Minister O Ciiv, Krank Fahey, Bertie ‘Swans and Snails’ Ahern and the
rest of the Fast Track Brigade?

>
Item 11
P.3,2nd para “The area: proposed for stabilisation....:%g, shown on??2??
L.-.2 This variation.....such s those being undertakew... SOS/SODS
Is theve an example anyswyhere worldwide of ‘stabilifed’ peat or pile-driven peat supporting a
Nare stack? N
2.2.2 Work not done; sti!l conceptual - SQ"So A
3.3 Hexavalent Chrom.um? - to usg%& standard art analogy, 1 know nothing about
hexavalent chromium bu. I don’t likethe%Sound of it!
Please professionally an: verifiablysassess. ’
4.3.1 In what way was the chelqiéa\@composition of the test water different to that of drinking
water? ES
4.3.2 States the ‘bleedir’ obyious’ — any fool knows that a massive industrial assault on a
pristine environment will gﬁ\lother, kill or otherwise annihilate species. Is this section to be
read as an intention to s¢iughter and is it thrown down under the aegis of O Ciiv & Co.?

Item 12

An incredibly arrogan: admission that what reads as a pro forma ‘small catchment’
computer-modclling system was the only model used for Ballinaboy when the ‘other methods’
alluded to in passing v.ould, presumably, have yielded more accurate and per standard
rationality, a more damaing hydrological/ hydrogeological scenario?

It’s all very well to stat: that Bord na Ména ‘design methodology’ has been licensed by the
EPA - the point at issuc s whether complete compliance with all conditions attached to such
licences can be demonstri bly proven?

Item 13 .
From its incompetent corception, the propesed refinery at Ballinaboy has displayed distinctly

irrational behaviour — cculdn’t stay still in o e and tried to play peek-a-boo with ABP
Senior Planning Inspect . Itis direly consistdnt tharbpQyRNIn® refingrk gipuill now be joined

by dingbat drains! TIME BY
26 MAY 2004
LYR-DATED FROM
PL
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Iiem 15

First admission in print that site specific rainfall data was coliected at Ballinaboy — where is
it? how comprehensive i; it? how does it compare day on day/month on month/year on year
with Belmullet Met Si:..ion data? was Ballinaboy rainfall used in pro forma computer-
modelling referred to in .tem 12?

Where is data for Septen:ber 2003?

Table 2 would appear to raise more questions than it purports to address. March 2003 is over

a year ago — where is the measured monthly data since then — or did it cease in anticipation of
the ‘right’ ABP decision?

Item 16
Where will the rainfall 1::n-off from the nice waterpwoof (sic) sheeting go to? Is it included in
pro forma computer-m¢ lelling?

ltem 17

What is TPS or CPI sluc :e?

Where is the location of the ‘Other Permitted Reclamation Site’? What process/procedure
was followed fo identify and properly, professionally and verifiably assess this site?

Is there a valid waste lic~nce in respect of this ‘permitted reclamation site’? (If there is, is it
comparable to the Third Secret of Fatima?).

Item 20 ‘ V\\é‘\’@

This response produces a nasty sense of déja vuc= one knew the dingy photomontages in
P01/900 were ‘wrong’ but didn’t have the gclfhical expertise to say why; at the ABP Oral
Hearing it was acknowlcuged by the appligf?’@t\hat the plates lacked a chromatographic layer.
Plates 13.1 and 13.2 do not look as if >were taken from exactly the same Iocation. Plate
13.2 was obviously take: on a fine difyaight — why are there no computer-generated images
showing the night light iifusion gﬁ’iﬂi‘ wet weather conditions, ranging from fine mist/drizzle
to storm driven rain? O{\i\é?

I would again point out that%g@only real model for a proper assessment of the night light
pollution from P03/3343 isSa comparative study using the GLANCRE Teo. plant at
Muingmore as a base. Thgﬁ'}ght sky pollution from this particular excrescence is panoramic,
Please see appended arlzfe?es, Irish Times, August 16, 2001; Fintan O’Toole 16:03:2004.

Volume 2

Item 1

The admissions inherent in this response actually strengthen the contentions of those who are
genuinely concerned about the effects of deposition of 450,000 ms of disaggregated peat onto
this site. The lower readings produced in times of no Bord na Ména activity at the site is a
clear indication that, pest cessation of all BnaM activity at the site, the riparian and marine
environments heretofor: affected by such activities would begin the process of self
regeneration. Any propc ;al which would defer this process, not to mention actually impede it,
is inimical to all principles of sustainability in planning,

I submit the following verbatine quote from Mr. James Moore, Deputy Regional Director of
Duchas (before it was subsumed) to the ABP Oral Hearing ref, PL 16.126073

‘A hydraulic continuity and vertical leakage between surface, peat and groundwater in clearly

identified in these extracts and any liquids entering tldr'ﬂrmnw-ﬁe-pmuwr the
groundwater and subseq. ently the nearby European sites] HORDPLEANALA |
TIME BY
26 MAY 2004
LTR-DATED FROM
PL
—
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...I acknowledge the niitigation measures specified in the EIS but in my experience, such

measures are never totally effective.
To conclude, I will refer again to your responsibility under SI/94/97:

a Local Authority or the Board, as the case may be, shall...

decide to grant periiission... only after having ascertained

that it will not adver: cly affect the integrity of the European

site involved
I believe that the Board »v:ll be unable to make such an assertion!’

The above statement wi:. made re Ballinaboy — it is equally valid re Srahmore/Attawalla. A
copy of James Moore submission is appended for your consideration.

Item 2
Would prefer not to have to transiate American dates. Again refer to Item 1, above.

Item 3

3”'para “The initial process of depositing ................peat harvesting process.’

This belongs in the litany of lunacies Zanybody who would believe such drivel must live in
perpetual fear of flying pigs! .

There has already, over the lifetime of BnaM activities, been significant adverse change to
Tullaghan Bay. Anybod} lmng in the area, as 1 have done all my life, or talking to the local
communities of Coolaba, Tullaghanduff or Tullaghg\gﬁan would be only too well aware of that
change — which is also iilustrated by EPA Report§s>

K
Item 5 055’ \o
A Habitats Map showing the Corrib P area i.e. from Broadhaven to Tullaghan would be
much more interesting 1o all conceg\\éﬁ@ﬁuth the obvious exception of the applicant!
N
& S
Item 7 \0;

Intro. Please specify wnd ﬁ%fessmnally, verifiably assess the ‘comparable activities
undertaken by BnaM in the gast’.

4.2 Who attended the O\ﬁnny ‘Qualitative Tests’ on 27 November *03? Was it, as with so
many Royal DutchlShelP;ctwmes, by invitation only? If so, was MCC Senior Planner invited
to attend? The prescribed bodies? Stakeholders? If not, why not?

(Purely out of curiosity. what is the lecation of the 3-mile rough and bumpy pot-holed road
upon which the peat was ‘driven hard’?)

It comes as no surprise that BH and PF use only initials — if 1’d produced such turdish stuff
I’d stick with MH too!

Cumulative Impact ‘Resonse’
‘..same nature as those u. xdertaken routinely by MCC’ — 1 doubt it.

4.1.1 Who in MCC “will ‘.dopt suitable traffic management measures’?

4.1.2 Noise is one consid ration — post Dooncarton and Derrybrien, what about cumulative
vibration impacts? What is the inevitable fate of Glencullen N.S., a fine sample of vernacular
architecture? My mother taught in that school as Miss Sweeney (1945/46). The building is
now the property of Dr. i K, Whitaker.

4.1.3 Where is the empiri:al comparative analysis to support the statement that air quality
will still be good in comp:irison to that of roads through nearby villages and towns?

4.2 Again refer to quote. item 1.
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4.3 Docs the agreement of the NPWS and MCC with regard to Carrowmore Lake Complex
fall under the Third Secr:t rule — orr FOI 10(1)(a) — or can the rest of us see it?

4.4 I note the badger, ofter, hen harrier, corncrake and frog-who-doesn’t-count have been
joined by the Greenlan. white-fronted ‘goose. Nothing else remotely interesting between
Broadhaven and Tullagh in??

4.5 Synergistic/synergistically are not impressive terms

4.6 Should we thank the kind ‘Sorrs’ for acquiring unto themselves the Glencullen road,
renaming it a haul road?

4.7 Where isfare the waste disposal site/s to facilitate dumping of 41/33,000ms of waste from
Ballinaboy? Who are ti:c ‘site managers’? Has the ‘pre-emptive’ forward planning taken
place or is it, like so much: else, of the ‘wing and a prayer’ variety?

5 True, cumulative moniroring would occur pest a Seveso type catastrophe; TOO LATE.

‘Hindsiglic may make for lofty regret but it is ultimately pointless’
Eileen Battersby, Irish Times, May 2001.

Appendix A .~

Section 1 >
p.2 para 2 BnaM ‘satistaction’ and proper, verifiable, professional ‘satisfaction’ with regard
to the sustainable incorporated stability of disaggregated peat are not necessarily synonymous

— and won’t be, I hope. ¢ &>

“living document” is not confidence inspiring. &

1.2 The Ballinaboy Bridg : site ‘“designation’ viously acceptable to Frank Fahey - up to,
and including his last day in office; to M on/Ms. Gannon (Aug. ’01) and to O Ciiiv and

his cronies at the Belmullct Rally, July ’\9‘3&$uch ‘designation’ has not been acceptable to local
stakeholders, to a wide spectrum of non-vested interest groups and to ABP. The current
arbiter of ‘designation’ is the M hior Planner. '

P.3 last full para - strains too m aculties to read ‘coherent’ here; should be deleted.
P.5(i) waste from Ballinnboy%g@e hauled along L1204 nearly a year after putative start —
where would it be stored at ]Qéﬂinaboy and where is it then going to?

P.6 As an ‘artery’, the L l‘{gﬁ is not in great shape and, to those with a titter of wit, not cven a
Maurice Nelligan of lhei'ﬁotorwny would be able to do much with it!

3.1 Glencuilen road also * caters’ for whole area covering Ballinaboy, Glenamoy, Pullathomas,
Rossport, Ceathri Thaidag and all points NE, BnaM don’t use that section of road.

£.9 Interesting to note :-ference to US Army Engineering Corps PCI methodology — lends
credence to the Mad M: ¢ logistics which have absolutely no concept of rationality within the
reality of Erris.

+4.1p.9,10 points 1-4 give lie to claim of ‘routine nature’ of proposed road works.

4.5 2 ‘inso far as is possible’ — specify; 3 ‘would ensure’ — how? 4 how? 7 specify.

P.17(b) ‘unsuitable matc -ials stockpiling and export’ — details and verifiable professional
assessment.

p.18 ‘empty trucks to carry stone in reverse direction’ — what stone? where?? in what
direction???

5.1.3 Would the demancd. d upgrade take 10 weeks, 11 weeks, 3 months?

5.2 ‘various loads which :re unavoidably scheduled on iop of the average daily peat payload’
‘Certificd weighbridge’ apart, this type of elision F““Aﬂ i resserl £ it type pf loads?

what size are they? wher are they coming from? | TIME BY

26 MAY 2004
LTR-DATRD FROM

FE e et
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3.3 60,000 tonnes of unsuitable material is waste, for which a valid waste permit is necessary —
throwing it ‘opportunistically’ into the back of trucks may seem acceptable to those involved
in (used to?) such shenunigans but is hardly consistent with good planning practice; the
question remains — whe: : arc 825 HGV’s per month (for how many months) going to and on
whose say-so are they going there?

5.4 On reading, seems as if this is timed for post grant of planning — no other option??

3.4.1 Lunatic Logistics

5.4.2 Can barcode be rzad through peat/mud coating or are there further employment
opportunities for barco:ie cleaners — and should the indigenous population be forelock-
touchingly grateful?

3.4.3 The admission of y+ill to load trucks over self-imposed limit of 10 cu.m can be read as a
certainty that this would aappen — with what consequences?

3.4.4 Does Girda writ run on *haul roads’?

5.4.5 Nothing therein adcquately addresses Mr. Francis Murphy.

5.4.6 TES should recomniend strewing some brightly-coloured beads and bangles about -
should adequately preveat theft of cones and barriers by nefarious natives.

5.4.7 Lighting requiremcents quite necessary to facilitate bead-gathering by natives.

3.4.8 Drivers giving way to laden trucks could be productively occupied in further strewage of
beads etc. '

5.4.9 Is pacing vehicle included in master pfan?

5.4.10 Should the kind ‘Sorrs’ be thanked for allowing the natives out in a minibus
occasionally? L - &

5.4.11-5.4.17 Outside the parameters of any rg\@hnallfacetiouslironiclcynical or polemic
comment. & Q°

3.5 Found the pacing vel:cle! S, o«'é\

3.6.1 Post Dooncarton, { don’t believe ¢ tgéi@i\ayo Co. Council’ will indicate a preference for
the Inver route to Glengad - particuly g?\if the funds granted to them specifically for the
repair of roads and bridaes has he@i@fpended as specified, which is the least the pcople of
that area are entitled to. ‘ {\(&éf\o\$

(I wish to record, in the abovecontext, that the Co. Manager appears quite vehement
with regard to peoples’ 1 ﬁtle@f —~ his reply to me at 4.50p.m. 17 Feb.’04, when I requested
that he sanction the price of@\stmnp to post copy of any additional information request to all
those who had made subc':o sions re P03/3343 was, verbatim, “They’ll get what they’re entitled
to get’,

Considering the further demented volumes of traffic proposed for the landfall assault on
Glengad, Sruwaddacen, Rossport, Gortacreagher, why is no ‘up-grade deemed necessary for
the poor old 1.5244, L12¢( 2, L5245 and R313 section?

3.7 There is nothing reinately feasible, achievable or in any way connected to reality in this
reckless, demented para: -aph.

5.8 Prefer to rcad ‘cent: >’ — if proper catering facilities are to be provided at each centre/
center of activity, what effect will this have on the much vaunted increase in sales of
sandwiches in local shojis/pubs which appeared to be the raison d’etre for acceptance of this
proposcd excrescence in the first place?

6 What Safety File? HS.. input?? (don’t like the sound of ‘any experience and lessons gained
in the initial period will ve studied and drawn upon to correct any deficiencies’).

Would you buy a used T#IP from this outfit?

AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM
PL
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Section 2

In previous and curren: EIS’s it was possible to chuckle gently over the contents of the
Leopold Matrix, in esscuce, a thing of little value and less werth. There is no chuckling over
the truly horrifying Ris! Assessment Matrix presented here by TES. The allocation of risk
ownership in respect of the peat haulage route is the stuff of nightmare. One must, to a

degree, acknowledge the brazenness of S/hell legal advice but wity do they think they can get
away with it?

HIGH IMPACT RISK ACCEPTANCE

MCC Contractor BnaM Shell MCC/Shell Con/Shell  BraM/Shell Con/BnaM
A 4 2 0 0 1 0 0 0
B 2 4 0 1 0 0 0 0
C 0 - 0 0 0 0 1 1
D 0 {s a 0 0 1 0 0
Total 6 { Q0 1 1 1 1 1
.

The basis for the assumptions on which Yhe likelihood of risk was formulated would be
informative. In other words, who carried out a QRA and who evaluated it? That said, of only
4 High-rated likelihoods pl;esélrted by TES, the prgposed ownership appropriation is as

follows: @&
ﬁo\
Contractor 1; inaM 1; ﬂﬁ\\ /Shell 1; Contracter/BnaM 1.

&>
O

In this horrendous pro;usal, it can b@f@é\:l that S/hell is trying to get away with full risk
ownership of ONE High mpact/Hi Q@iabilily item out of a total of TWENTY ONE — not a
bad coup, but the succes: of this i fomised on dealing with cretins.

This proposed project gn:traq(tﬁé@‘billions to the applicant, millions to the contractor, an ego
boost to the managemen: of BnaM and sweet damn ali to MCC, An acceptance of such hellish
risk ownership could oniv: be'Construed as either cretinous or criminally craven.

For the record, the ONIO sthell appropriated risk (B8, Transitional) states the ‘risk’ as:

‘School bus drivers a.d pupils are unaware of the scale of the transport operation
and fail to commence their own safety measures in the first weeks,’

Is this item born of S/hicll experience in Ogoniland and other unfortunate S/hell-smashed
places? How many children, if any, have been killed in S/hell operations worldwide? If noeine,
are St/hell implying that Erris bus drivers are stupid/negligent? That Erris children are
unused to traffic and tha! Ervis parents would be too busy picking up bloody beads or stealing
bloody cones to look after their children?

If S/hell are willing to try to shift the blame for the RD/S 20% downgrade on to the SEC — see
appended FT.com download — then what odds would TES offer that S/hell would ever admit
any liability in respect o7 anything that befell the People of Erris or the Place that is Erris.
Please also refer to appended Financial Mail on Sunday articles, March 7 2004 — Raw greed in
the African oilfields and 7 AINTED BY POLLUTION AND HUMAN RIGHTS CLAIMS.

(‘Erris’ Players and *Erri;’ Tourism take note). o= N
3 AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME

26 MAY 2004

LTR-DATED FROM
PL
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Only those whose time is consumed by dodging flying pigs would be unaware of the current
corporate upheaval withinn Royal Duich/Shell. At time of writing, and for some time to come,
RD/S shareholders are, .nd will remain; extremely perturbed. The publication of RD/S
Financial Statement is d¢'ayed pending issue of joint Auditors Report by KPMG and PwC;;
the AGM has been postned from April 23™ to June 28"™. Former Shell Chairman Philip
Watts is possibly facing . -iminal charges in the US; he will also be giving a deposition to US
Iawyers in the class action Ogoni case currently being heard in the US. RD/S is under scrutiny
by the SEC, the FSA, A;"M and Euronext. The newly appointed Chairman of Managing
Directors, Jeroen Van dcr Veer and the in site Financial Controller, Judith Boynton are
‘driven hard’ to answer raultiple outstanding questions. Please refer to appended Times On
Line download and Mayo News De Facto article, 31 March 2004,

Shortly after I downloadc} Malcolm Brinded’s address to the Qil and Money Conference in
November *03 (appended io submission receipt no. PLAN/0/5532) I spoke with a Mr. Binto da
Costa who represented Limself to me as *Mr. Brinded’s right hand man’. At that time, 14
Nov. ’03, I accepted Mr. Binto da Costa’s assurance that he knew nothing about the proposed
Corrib Project but I did ask that he consider familiarising himself with it. On 19 Nov. 03 Mr.
Pyle made an unsolicited phone cail to'me at my home. Following Mr. Brinded’s promotion in
RD/S, I again made cont:ct with Mr. Binto da Costa, This time I pointed to the much changed
corporate circumstances :it RD/S; the fact Yhat a bad stakeholder story was the last thing
cither shareholders or m. 1agement wanted at the moment; my belief that the Corrib Project
as proposed would Iead 1o tht_a inevitable degradation %ga First Class European environment
and stressed the fact that Shell E&P Ireland Ltd. had abused and subsequently forfeited the
trust of indigenous stakeholders. I requested that @‘ Binto da Costa appraise Mr. Brinded of
these comments and further asked that a grou?o‘fi%m either Shell or Royal Dutch Head Office
properly assess this proposed project fogf@e first time. Mr. Binte da Costa refused my
reasonable request and referred the m ack to Mr. Pyle. I do not consider this a failure
on my part; I view it inst.ad as one Qﬁ{\g*example of typical RD/S duplicity. The reaction by
Shell Centre, London tc my sta,!f‘é\hﬁ der request is a mirror image of the elephantine
corporate structure whicl: has gé‘?g&s shareholders howling, In the timeframe within which
P03/3343 must be profe:;:—iona?@@and verifiably assessed, the corporate beast that is Royal
Dutch/Shell can most accurately described as a rogue bull elephant.

In that global context, sia :¢’Mr. Phillips ef af have provided little by way eof relevance in the
local context, I submit it it behoves the Senior Planner to refuse planning permission to
P03/3343 on the ground' of rationality, common sense and sound, sustainable planning
principles. As stated to the MLVC — and blithely ignored by them ~ the continued integrity of

the Erris region depends cn the integrity of those whose duty it is to sustain Erris for future
generations.

Maura Harrington.

April 1V 2004 (Fools’ Day? Knaves® Dlly? NOUBOG B PLEA RALIAC)
TIME____ BY

26 MAY 2004
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28 MAY 2004

;IR'DATID PROM

Enterprisc Oil has come calling to make landfall at Ballinaboy,
It's handy for them to save millions; for us it's a cynic:! ploy.

There's been farming and f<ling in Erris for five thousand ycars or more,
Arc we now to alldw the iree market to dirty and damage our shores?

THE NOTAB SONG. ]

Chon's ’
N s
Oh! here's to the pzople 5;.4&@
We've clean water clean air and clean soil.
We've known harc times and forced emigration,

We'll get by withouat EnterpriseOil, f
DL ol as 4

We've been here on the forth coast of Mayo fbrgotten for many's the year

A large blank space in the budgets of Tourism, Tradc and Marine.
Now all of a sudden it's chunging; But not for the good gf our own -

A dirty great Terminal Fuilding they thought wc‘%\&ccpt lying down.

NN S
Chorus S

SO

We've never been bought Ly outsidcrgcﬁ(@i‘ we aren't for sale to them now;
We've been here in this corner §

“aBes and we've ot things that money
o\\*\&\ can't own.
Our forebears marched down tasKillala to fight againit tyranny then -
Do you think that we'r: ogs?u going to lic down, scil our children’s future
& o from them.

homus

—— — «,

-

Our oil and our gas righic are ceded for a fraction of what they arc worth,
While the old lic on hospital trolleys and the pocer are forgotten or mocked.
The wealth which is ours is extracted and sold back at the full market rate - //
Are we still a proud sovereign nation or a sord:: brown cnvelope stpte? ,‘\.,;?"

‘e, A 1

v =
Chorus -/J{.. ' £ /
//‘ - ¢5{
: w -7\
< B O/%% O
AIR: FIR AN IARTHAH‘CQV‘lE"N’ FTHEWEST. ¢~

TAB - NO TERMINAL AT BALLINABOY!  MELZG01 -7

1
e e ]
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Legal Notice, "CMNR, pub. 31 July 2002, Western People
Warning sour:led on decline of species

Irish Times article, 16 August 2001
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Fintan O’Tocle article LT. 16 March 2004
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Mayo News, Je Facto, 31 March 2004
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Financial M«il on Sunday articles, 7 March 2004 (", 5,3 /3343
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LEGAL NOTICE

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS,
MARINE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

1. The Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural
Resources hereby announces that thaMinister for the
Marjne and Natural Resources {whose title has now
been changed to that of Minister for Communications,
Marine and Natural Resources) (hereinafter cliled *the
Minister*) has taken decisions as set forth in this notice.

2. The Minister has taken a decision 1o approve, subject
1o conditions, the warkipg by Enterprise Energy Ircland
Limited and its Co-Venturers of petroleum on an
application for such approval for the working of
petroleum in respect of which an Environmental Impact
Matement was submitted in accordance with the
requirements of Section 13A of the Petroleum and
Other Minerals Development Act, 1960, as amended,
Furthermore, the Minister also made  decision to grant
a consent, subject td’conditions, to construct a pipeling;
the decision to griit that consent was made on foot of
an applicati Enterprise Encrgy Ircland Lid and its
Co-Venturef®pursuant to Section 40A of the Gas At
192G ended. An Environmental Impact Statement
) @bmittcd with that application. Notice of these
0ns is Pow given pursuant to Section 13A(8) of the
oleum and Other Mineral Development Act 1960, as

D
Q\)\Q o\?.lmended. and to Sectlon 40A{8} of the Gas Act 1976, as
A\

amended, respectively. The above decislons relate to the
plan of development for the Corrib Gas Field submitted
by Entesprise Encrgy lreland Limited and its Co-
Venturens and far the construction of.a gas export
pipeline. The conditions attached are mainly related to
the protection of the environment.

1. The Minister has made a decision to grant a Fareshore
Licence, subject to conditions, ta construct a gas pipeline
over the foreshore. The decision to grant that consent
was made on foot of an application by Enterprise
Energy Ireland Limited and fts Co-Venlurers putsuant 1o
the Foreshore Act, 1933, as amended. An Environmental
Impact Statement was submitted with that application,
Notice of the making of the Minister's decision is now
given pursuant to Section 21A of the Foreshore Act
1933, as amended.

4. The Minister has also made a decision ta grant a
consent under Section 5 of the Continental Shelf Act,
1968, as amended 10 construct, alter or improve any
structure or works in or remove any object or material
from a designated area of the Continental Shelf,

5. All of the above decisions are made In connection
with the Corrib Gas Field off the ¢oast of County Maye,
The decisions by the Minister and information thereon
have been placed, and are available, on the website
(www.dcmnrgov.ie <htip:iwww.demns.goviels) of the
Department of Communications, Marine and Natural
Resources, This decislon and Information thercon
tagether with The Environmental Impact Statement
have been made available and wil remain available,
unti! 315t August, 2002 for inspection by members of the
public at the Department’s offices at Leeson lane
{Coastal Zane*Division), Dublin 2 and Beggar's Bush
{Petroleym Alffairs Division), Dublin 4, at Ballina Garda

PL

LTR-DATED FROM

AN BORD PLEAN:
TIME BY

. Maye and at Bangor £rris Garda*Siation,
s, Co. Mayo, L

26 MAY 2004

t of Communications, Marine and

lindtco. Mayo, BimullletGhrda Sfatlony %
6. Mayo, Glenamoy G'a?éa'Sta156'r!\. T
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Guardian | Warning sounded on dec:ine of species Page | of 2

The world has changed sin-e you woke this morning

Warning sounded oi: decline of species

Tim Radford, science editor
Friday March 19, 2004
The Guardian

Scientists have produced the first comp :hensive evidence that the diversity of butterflies, birds and plants is

in decline in the UK. They say their rescarch supports the argument that mass extinction threatens kife on
Earth.

In the past 20 years, according to a stuy in the US journal Science today, about 70% of all butterfly species
in Britain have shown signs of decline. About 28% of plant species and 54% of bird species also declined in
areas studied over long periods. The finding comes from government-funded scientists using data
painstakingly amassed over the past 4C rears by ZD,OQO skilled naturalists .

Sandra Knapp, a botanist at the Natura! istory Museum, said the UK survey gave a crucial message for the
world: "The lesson and the warning are t1ere for all to see. Blitain, by virtue of its well-known and well-studied
biodiversity, is the canary for the rest of 11e globe.

. &
"This adds enormous strength to the hyrathésis that the world is apprq;a%hing its sixth major extinction event,”
said Jeremy Thomas of the Natural Envi;onment Research Council, o¢ho led the study of butterfly populations.
“The others appear to have been cosmic events, either from ogfé@épace coming in or sorne major
perturbation - volcanos, whatever - within the Earth. So theyarechelieved to be physical events.

; O
L
“You could say this latest one is an organic event: th {\80 orm of life has become so dominant on Earth that
through its over-exploitation and its wastes, it eats, gegtfoys, or poisons the others."
o

L
The 600m-year fossil record shows a paiten gf\cgﬁiinuous evolution and extinction. But naturalists now think
that extinction rates are at least 100 times grq]atgr than the natural "background” rate because of poliution,
habitat destruction, hunting, agriculture, gl’;gﬁ warming and population growth.

N
Hard evidence, however, has been bas@% only on research into a small nurnber of species, mainly birds. But
birds make up less than 1% of all specizs, while insects make up more than 50% of life on Earth.

Dr Thomas and his colleagues analyse - six surveys recording the presence of almost all of Britain’s native
plant, bird and butterfly populations in tho past 40 years in 10km grid squares.

One third of plant, bird and butterfly spe.<es have disappeared from one of the squares they occupied 20 or
40 years ago. About 70% of butterflies show some deciine and two species have become extinct.

“We are going to lose a lot of species, t.are is'no doubt about that. It is accelerating, this decline, for a lot of

species and we are going to lose more i\:an we have lost in the last 20 years. And itis just going to go on and
on. But it is not all bad news, because i' : conservation bodies have do = ;

AN BORD PLEANALA

A second study in Science showed that ;ollution by nitrogen compounds, FRE jndustry anBYigriculture, co
be linked to the loss of species from native grasslands.
26 MAY 2004

Carly Stevens, a PhD student from the C pen University and the NERC §entre for ecology and hydrology in

Huntingdon, examined 68 sites and found that rising levels of pollution By pidagm nitrogen monia
threatened 40% of selected native gras- and plants. J==""‘-“'“““"*?M’ﬁ"’-':"-----—-

id

Where nitrogen levels were low, plant va:iety increased. Where they were high, the number of species in any
patch of grass was reduced. Although niirogen is a fertiliser, many plants flourish best in poor nutrient

conditions, and these were most threatened by increasing nitrogen levels from car exhausts and intensive
livestock farming.

file://CAWINDOW S\Desktop\ownw ¢ rkplus\Guardian%20%20Warning%20sounded%2... 26/03/04
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Contact Scicnce Today by
cmnailing Dick: Ahlsirom,
Science Editor, at

dahlstrom@irish-times.ic

Bright
pollu

1S depriving

Europe of
-~ dark sky

The sky at night is progressively getting
brighter as light pollution spreads over
Europe, writes Peter Foote

. NLY onc in a hundred
people in  western
Europe tan eapect 1o see

8 truly dack sky when
they lock upwards at night, cven
on a clear aight, The picture is the
same in the USA. Many of us are
being deprived of the spoctacle of
the Milky Way and some of pa-
ture's other night-time shows.

- This is the result of light pollu.
tion, [ spills from our towns and
motorways and is revealed in the
First World Atlas of Antificial
Night Sky Brighiness by Dr
Pierantonio Cinzane of the Uni.
versily of Padua ig Itaby, The atlas
will be published in the Monthly
Notices of the Royal Asironomical
Sociely,

“Large numbers of people in
many countrics have had their vi-
sion of the night sky severely de-
graded. Cur atlas refers to the
situation in §996-7, It is undoubt~

i cdly worse today” said  Dr

Cinzano,

Over 99 per cenl of EU US
populations and two-thirds of the
world's population sufler light
pollution. In the regions of highest
population “‘in  the  affected
§ countries, the sky is always
brighter when there.is a half
moon.’ For some, the sky never
prows darker than a “pautical”
twilight — on a clear evening
when the sun slipped below the
horizon but night-has yet . to.
+ darken, 2 period of between 40
and 50 minuter,

To produce their atlas of sky
brightness, Dr Cinzano and Dr
Chris Elvidge of the National

Geophysical Dala Ceatre in
Bolder Colorado used satellite
images 1o show antificial lights on
nighi-lime Earth, combined with
computer modelling.

“We take the satcliite daia and

ihen usc an atmospheric model 1o
calculate the downward scatier of
light back to the ground,” Dr
Lividge said. Theo team arc work-
ing. on further improvements
which take inlo account ather Fic-
tors such as tcrrain and air-mois-
ture. They cum the adversc
cffects of light pollution have net
beea fully studied because, until
now, the comprchensive data has
lacking,

It is not just star-gazers whe
may sufler from the Jack of noc-
turnal blackness. Invasive ligiting
spilling from uncaring neighbours
is a cause of stress. Add to this,
cavironmental damage is caused
by excessive demand placed on
electricity to keep lighls bumning.

Darkness is a stimulanl for
some of the body's natural de.
fetices, Melalonin is a powcrful
agent in fGghting disease such as
breast and prostate cancer, and
the body produces il in the ab-
sence of light,

Cutdour light pollution could
bo a factor bul Dir Elvidge said:
“Probably niost peoplc would be
mose affected by indoor lighting
which is much sironger,”

These islands fare belter 1han
most of Europe [a terms of Hght
pollution, according to the atlas.

Most of England and Wales sul-
fer light poliution up to nine times
the oatural levels, the west of Tre-
land and north-west Scolland
have large tracis.that are virtually
unaffected. E

Image credit: P Cinzano, F Falchi
(Universiiy of Padova), CD Elvidge
(NOAA Naifonal Geophysical Daig
Centre, Boulder, Colorada). Coupy-

- right Royal Astronomical Society,

reproduced from the Monthly No-
tices of the RAS by permission of
Blackwell Sclence

PL
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Bulldc
histor
landsc

hundred years be
Christ, the Greel:
Siculus wrote of .
orth of the Med.
Drawing on now-lost accc
hundreds of years older s: ..
island with a “mild climat. '
the domain of the Celts”,
Here, he claimed, was t.
mother of the sun god Apc
he wrote, the sun god was
“splendid enelosure” whic

involving the sun, the sky .
mythic ritual of impregnai
Diodorus’s account ma;
whatsocver to do with Irc:
But it just might be a tran:.
of Greek myth of what we
rumours of the great rour.
penctrated by the sun dus.
giving birth to a new year .
Since the sacred complex
was as ancicnt in Greek ti:.
Grecks are to us, it is not <.
that some knowledge of i
wade its way into the clas.
Mediterrancan.

Move forward 2,000 ye..
another extraordinary te:
polency of the culture wii
stretched between the Bo:

into thie Newgrange tomk.
But when the site was 1
1950s and carly 1960s, the:.
suspect such a thing. The
to the place, and the aper:.
light to enter had been hiw.
thousand years. Yet the a:
were conducting the exea.
locals that some such phc:.
connected with the mour.
memory had lingeted ove
Does any of this matter
straightforward, simple s.
work and carning a living
stress of contemporary 1.

put food on the tahlyor

Fintan O'T.

Everyonc now knows abo::

ole

7ing
rand
ape

re the birth of

riter Diodorus d
. island far to the &Qé:
~Irancan worl%oQ <
ats which w o‘z‘
, he deserj rﬁ}s

whicl{n(é@:{@yqnd
birth @?L of Lelo,

2. Foothis reason,
led therein a
ntained a round

temple, His account hints O cult of rebirth

Jdthe wind ina
nand regeneration.
.ave nothing
.d and Newprange.
ioninto the terms
cven then ancient
emple that is
_ the winter solstice,
.d renewed life.

.. the Boyne Valley

:s as the ancient

A1l faneiful to think
ults and power had

al cultures of the

s and there is
aony to the radiant
< holy places
¢ Valley and "T'ara,
the sun's entrance

g excavated in the
Was no reason to
currence is unique

.¢ which allows the

2nforatleasta
.acologists who
tion were told by
MEnon was
A vague but truthful
cnerations,
fotinthe

.t that getting o
.d coping with the
matters. It docsn't

eyinthe bank, o

p

B

But in a broader sense, it is important. Some
kind of respect for the wonder and fragility of
human survival has become aimost as necessary
lo us as food and shelter. We can no longer take
our species for granted and we need to be
reminded of that fact or clse risk extinction.

And it matters in a more local way, too. A
socicty that has changed as rapidly as ours and
that has such an uwkward and unreselved’ .
relationship to its history needs to be reminded
that the past is both long and deep and that
nothing ever really goes away, Adopting the
way archacologists view the world - as a setof -

‘layers, some closer to the surface than others -
is the only healthy solution to our socicty's
neurotic swings between obsession and
amnesia.

‘A huge
-34~acre
“floodlit

Junction a -
~ kilometre
centre of the

{rom the
*Hill of Targ vessetshess

s used the Boyne

Valley
monuments, It will include a huge 34-acre
floodlit interscction a kilometre from the Hill of
Tara which has been, as Daithi O hOgiin puts it,
“a sacred centre from time immemorial”,

As astellar array of national and international
scholars wrotc in a recent letter to The Irish
Times, the Tara/Skryne valley which will be cut
in two by the toll road, is “one.of the most
culturally and archacologically significant
places in the world... it holds a special key to
understanding the continuous progression of
European civilisation™.

The motorway will be of dubious value, and a
number of perfectly sensible alteenatives has
been put forward. But it will be a nice little
carner for private investors. The taxpayer will
put up at least half of the €680 million cost, but
whoever puts up the other half will get a 30-year
licence to charge two scparate tolls along its
47-kilometre length, The profits will be vast -
probably double the size of the investnicnt.

The decision to press ahead with this
monstrosity is in itself an eloquent statement of
contemporary Irish valucs, A few decades ago,
there was a living memory in Co Meath of
things that stretched all the way to prehistoric
times.

Now, memory itself - the sense that there are
layers of meaning both literally and
metaphorically beneath our feet - is a bloody:
nuisance. There is moncy to be made and the
prospect of cutting a few minutes off a journey.
Anything clse is an irrclevance, People, history,
cultures, landscapes, the delicate web of
connections that binds us to one another and to
the carth, are so much debris to be bulldozed
aside.

When the Taoiseach loftily dismisses all
infidels to the great god of motorways as
“swans, snails, and people hanging out of trees”
he gives voice to a deep contempt for anything
that can't be measured in tonnes of concrete and
loads of money,

Allofthisisa
way of saying
that the plans to
drive a big
motorway
through this
sacred
landscape are
the epitome of
the crass, |
vulgar valucs
that now holds
sway here. The
M3 will not o
through the
Boyne Valley,
but it will bisect
the spiritual

%
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Diichas The Herita ge Service National Parks & Wildlife
e Lagduff More
Ballycroy
An Roinn Ealaion, Oidhreachito, Goeltaclita agus Oif: Westport
Department of Arls, Herilage, Gaellachl and the Islz: Co. Mayo.
Phone: 098-49996
Fax: 098-49997
An Bord Pleanala 18.02.2002.

Re:  Planning Applicatio.. Reg. Ref. 01/900 by Enterprise Energy Ireland Limited to
Mayo County Counc:. for permission for gas reception and treatment facilities
and associaled works .. Bellagelly-South, Bellanaboy Bridge, Belmuliet.

Submission of James Moore, Jepuly Regional Manager, National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Duchas The Heritag. Service.

'L :‘ " 0@
INTRODUCTION §é
. S .
I am concerned that this prop..sed development, during the construction phase, have

a significant adverse affect ox: three “Europe Sy s” namely: Glenamoy Bog Complex
(Sruwaddacon Bay), Carrow: .ore Lake angéﬁn&ldhaven Bay. The map attached indicates

siles designated as Special A za of Con vation in Mayo, Galway.and Clare. The site
codes are as follows: Glenar: iy Bog\-@plex, 0500; Carrowmore Lake Complex, 0476;
Broadhaven Bay, 0472, EF

\Q

O

These three sites are designas. .kﬁndidate Special Area of Conservation and Special
Protection Area. These desigCtions are made under COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 92/43.EEC
and COUNCIL DIRECTIVE - 2/42/EEC otherwise known as the Habitats Directive and
Birds Directive. In the conte>  of the Habitats Directive such sites are referred to as
“European sites”. These direc ves were transposed into Irish law on 26 February 1997 by
the EUROPEAN COMMUN “IES (NATURAL HABITATS) REGULATIONS, 1997;
STATUTORY INSTRUME: 94 of 1997,

Information on RAMSAR si: ; is attached for your infonn*;n &N BORDIPOEARE | A

RAMSAR sites have no lega. irotection in Ireland. TIME BY
26 MAY 2004
CONCERNS LTRD
-DATED FROM

Carrowmore Lake is 4 km. di--anl from the northern peat llzpnhmd 33km
distant form the main site. Sr. vaddacon Bay, which is the inner portion of Broadhaven

Bay, is 1.5.km. distant from :. rthern peat repository area and 2.km. distant from the main
site.

EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:36



The National Parks and Wilc [e section of Diichas The Heritage Service, is the statutory
body with responsibility for i ture conservation and is obliged to protect such sites. Sole
responsibility does nol rest w. 1 the National Parks and Wildlife Service however, under
Part 4 of S.1. 94 of 1997 spec ied Government bodies also have certain obligations.
Section 27(3) specifically rel . es to local authorities and An Bord Pleandla and states:

‘a local authority or the Boa) ', as the case may be, shall, having regard to the
conclusions of the assessmen. 'o which paragraph (1) relates, decide to grant permission
Jfor the proposed developmei. anly after having ascertained that it will not adversely

affect the integrity of the Eur- )ean site concerned’.
L

Included in further informatic . received by May8 County Council and passed 1o us was a
Hydrology and Geohydrogec. \gy Report. That report identifies penmeable deposits such

as sand, gravel and sandy clz: from }:5 — 5m deep. These hg?ocneaih peat, much of
which is also permeable, (Ap: zndix L). 6{9
NN S
Scction 5.2 refers lo new pez  -eposilory site an%gs}m‘:s
\Q S
‘Presently the site is underla. by peat an% n@“y gravelly clay over weathered bedrock
(occasionally weathered to a . and) ":éﬁ@o urn overlies unweathered bedrock. Shallow
groundwater is likely to flow - rincip wrough a thin shallow peat horizon probably
towards the nearest drain. D. ‘per §1&bmdwatcf is likely to flow through the sand
(completely weathered bedrc. ) wbei e present and through weathered bedrock towards
the northwest, northeast and @?ﬁzeast (the lowest parts of the site) where it probably

emerges as baseflow in the < namoy river and Sruwaddacon Bay'.

Other water discharge featur. include a layer of weathered rock, which according to
section 9.9.3 of the EIS:

1t is considered that this lay.  may act as a preferential horizontal pathway for
groundwater beneath the sitc
A

A “hydraulic continuity” is 2. 5 described in section 5.1 of the Geoliydrology report,
which states:

‘The presence of a significar. “hickness (~5m) of satur alzl peg{w@g#yﬂmﬁﬁAm

replenish of deeper groundwv.. er as a result of vertical | g BY

This information, provided b the applicant, does not aitgr my conofglq;mlpemglese
extracts would appear to con. ‘m them.

LTR-DATED FROM
PL
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CONCLUSION

A hydraulic continuity and v

clearly identificd in these exii:
enter the groundwater and suk:

atl

I belicve that surface water an !

drains, streams and rivers and

occurring within the site wou...
r

These pollutants may typical::
chemicals, phosphates and nit.

accident, a burst pipe, poor m
number of chemical toilets, p.
error. I acknowledge the miti:
such measures are never total.

To conclude, I will refer agai:

‘a local authority or the Boa

conclusions of the assessmen:
Jor the proposed developmen:
affect the integrity of the Eurc

I believe that the Board will

@)

ical leakage between surface, peat and groundwater is
sts and any liquids entering the site, has the potential to
equently the nearby European sites.

groundwater from the site will discharge from the site via
specially via permeable deposits. Any liquid pollutants
therefore constitute a threat to the European sites.

nclude diesel, oil, lubricants, hydraulic fluid, detergents,
.tes. The sotrce of such pollutants couid realistically be an
.ntenance of machmery, phosphate mobility, inadequate
srly maintained ciimical toilets, negligence and human
ition measures specified in the EIS but in my experience,
cffecnve &
&
10 your responslblhdtg:ot{lgﬂ r S1/94/97:
as the case m é§ shall, having regard to the
2 which Pay; 1 (1) relates, decide to grant permission
nly aﬁea'&étgzﬁrg ascertained that it will not adversely
ean sgé\@ﬁzcel ned’.

69
%

unq&le to make such an assertion!
oo

END

AN BORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

26 MAY 2004
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LU NARCIAL TINKS

Shell plans to deflect blame gver reserves
By Carola Hoyos in London and Adr.an Michaels in New York
Published: March 28 2004 21:49 | Last Updated: March 28 2004 21:49

Roval Dutch/Shell, the global energ: group, is preparing to insist the company was not at fault when
it wrongly booked 3.9bn barrels of oil and natural gas. It will claim instead that it was the victim of

ambiguous US regulations. N

The defence strategy is expected to ftcus on the Securitses and Exchange Commission's rules
govemning the accounting of proven 1 :serves. The rules date to 1978 and have become more
challenging to interpret in light of ncyv technologies and a more aciiye futures market. The SEC has

updated the industry on interpreting ! s régulations at least four (@q’?es since 2000, and has discussed
the issue with companies in private. N &
K
Shell would insist it took appropriate measures whe ﬁ?@@EC‘s guidance made it aware of possible
problems, people close to the compar y's defence gm%z&’“
S -
People following the controversy sa the regiffations on reserves leave room for manoeuvre and that
Shell may have some success in shit. ng b}ﬂé\giéo.’

o

5
But they added that Shell's proposed :.gﬁt%gy would be difficult to maintain if deeper executive

wrongdoing was uncovered or large-gtale reserve miscalculations were found to have been reported
for a significant period.

The report of an internal audit comn:::tee will be central to Shell's ability to shift part of the blame to
regulators, If the panel finds evidencc that the company was aware of problems long before it made
them public to investors on January © lawyers may have to change the approach.

That report - whose preliminary finci:ngs prompted the boards of R Dutch and Shell Transport
and Trading, the parent companies, 1o demand the resignations of $ir PI§SpORE ehalmanA anl

Walter van de Vijver, head of explor.tion and production - is expe tafhio be releasqghin about five
weeks, according to company official ;.

6 MAY 2004

The SEC does not comment on individual investigations. Howeves, people c'fose to the inquiry saicq

the US regulator was still at an early stage in its work. It has not y¢tfexnraldp interviewrdibhell
officials. | PL

Shell is being investigated by the SEC, the US Department of Justice and UK and Dutch regulators.
It also faces private lawsuits after it reduced its booked proven reserves by 20 per cent in January,
explaining that they had been prematurely booked with the SEC as proved and ready to develop.

Jeroen van der Veer, Shell's new chai man, has denied knowing the extent of the reserves problem,
but said he was aware of some expost.res on reserves bookings. Mr van der Veer, who was head of

http:/financialtimes.printthis.clickabi ity.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Shell+plans+to+d... 29/03/04
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chairman. Howe rer, the type of candidate will depend on whether the Dutch and UK
boards agree i ce merged into one unified entity as some investors and non-executive

board members are advocating.
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SHELL RESERVES

SHELL is batling o & Fw fronts this weathicr,
The Corrib pieoject is ongoing bul one has (o ask,
for how much longer? Will the new men at lhe
el of Shell make chanpges? Will Coseib be
deetied too custly forthe future of Sheli? They
reclassificd their seserves af the start of the year
after they discovered they had ovcrestimated by
20%. That amounted 1o just under 4 billion
barrclsof 0il, In typical 2hell style the meas did
not end thore.  They aave sow reclassificd
almast a further 500 bariels of oif; wifing them
ufftheirrescrves. Theirwuditors have refuscd to
sigh off on the accounts. Investigations have
beenmuunied by staleagencics in e countrics
and hawe Tost tha.r chairman, Sir Philip
Watt, ayd Walter vau v Vijves, their head of
caploration and production. Both have walked
the plank in the past tw'» months.

LOCAL POLITICS

SHELL has a huge loca interest witl the Corrib
gas project. ‘Their latest (third) planning
»,application for a gas selinery al Bel y in

north Mayo is cumrein'y being consi by
Mayo Counly Council. The 31, {

Sheli’s reserves
and reservations

- Machally

e-mai my @ lrolend.com

round af responsibility fallz 1o various stals
agencics afier audilors KPMG rcfused to sign
off on the Royal Dutch Sheli accounts. KPMG
is warried about “the quality of infopmation™ it
hadreccived. KPMGalsohas responsibilities as
an auditing company. The Securities and
Exchange Comutission (USA) is investigatiog
Shell's conduct in the'*reserves” affair, Thice
couatrics ~ Britain, Holland and America - are
now carying out formal investigations into the
way Shel] carrics outits business. The American
Justice Depariment is also camying oul an
investigation. There is talk of class actions by

[mhuinfunnaﬁmlukdnmo&%‘npplinﬁun
submitted last Deccmber, hat further
information wa:“w' *ﬂo 1 Ad folders
i [ by MayoCounty

G is devoled W a

i.n for the projeet, which,

ed from Licllanaboy to Shramore
of Bangor., The Casticbar vffice
way firm, Tobu Consulling Engincers
the Trallic M.nagemant Plan. Trallic
getnent Plans arc 1ot new (0 this project =
\*at leaslon papier, One w asto havebeen prepared
forthe last planning up Mication but alleinpts by
several people o view the document have fadled
- nwthing 1o do with cycsight, less 1o do with
hindsight but more 1 :lo with Insight. Pethaps
the powers thal be in M.ayo County Council and
Shell would ablige witl a copy— il il exists at
I

‘Fur those with the stamach for same, the
further infonmation supplicd is best ingesied
along with 2 helping of 2 seport subrmittod as an
objection to Ui Bellansi-sy refinery project by
alucal Erris uan, Brian Ci-yle, who runs hisown
engincering company 11 Galway, He has
produced 3 report that deserves a widespread
readership, especially in Mayo. Toomany people
ate accepting. without qu.estion, the words of
those promating the proje:L. Brian Coyleraises
a series of yuestions abuut the whole project =
why is an onshors terminel being proposed fur
this development? ‘There is no precedent for
suchadevelopment, Why i Shell now propusing
10 remuve o (o 450,000 cubic metres of poat
‘[romthe site? Theircarlici applications rulethis
1ask out! This type of work was never carricd
wut before, Even with the .avolvement of Bord
na Moo in this part of ths project there is bu
precedent fur tis becausss: has never beeadune
belore, Why is Bord 12 Mdna gouting so
involved? Who will be sesponsible il pollution
yesults Frumn removing Ui peat and it fuus into
the waterssunounding Shrumorcand the salnon
spavening grounds. [5 then: a history of Bondna
Mdna ‘carcleasness’ wiih peal depusitions
causing silting in variows areas? Has the aen
ncar Shrasnore already bevi affectel by silling?
If thereisa pollution prolii,ni and the blame lies
at thedeor of Burd na Mdna, dves that mean hal
the laxpaycr is ultimatcly -csponsiple? It was
biad cuough to bave allowe | Ray Burke and bis
ilk Lo sigh over national usxuts fo foseign based
multi-nativial c ies 1or nothing. It would
be prepostcious 1 have (e cnd up bankrolling
anuther multi-national for Jnistabes earried out
by a state spumsored company, Will we ever
learn?

INTERNATIOHAL POLITiCS

WITIOUT evou gelting iut Michistory vl Shell
and the Ogoni people £ Nigeria and the
subsexuent Jeaths of sevelal people, the neal

sharchofders in America. One source claimed
thatthe actions fordamages could be *billions of
dollars.” ‘The Duich investigalion centres on
charges of insider trading. 1t has also emesged
that the Duich royal family has lost a few bob
since Shell’s share price came tumbling down™=
over €370 million at the last count. It has
plummeted from G40p 1 2001 10 320p this year.
The worst nsay netboover yet, The sounceof the
problem is 10 be Nigesia alihough
Shell claums it is a feld in Norway where oil
stocks were over-estimated.  Nigeria offess a
generous Lax lon to explorati

companics based on the amount of their stated
reserves inthecountry. The higher your reserves
thel youras ion. 5 inShell
overstated the Nigerian rescrves.  Now all the
autharities are looking fur a sliceof e action lo
ensure that (another) multi-national scandal is
clcaned up in the wake of Earon and Pasmalat

SHELL RESERVATIONS

THERE are a few significant Jatcs lighung ug
the Shell calendar for the neat few ponths. The
onc tharcholders fear is that any day therecould
Lo an af further reclassificati
of reserves. ‘Tic accounts, duc on March 19
with the annual repust, have been dolered ualil
the end of May. The anaual general mecting of
the groupis duc to lake place neat month but that
too has becndelayed, Itis now expecici on June
28, ‘The new chairman, Ms. Jerocn van der
Veer, willcam hiskecpoverthe next fewmonths
if he wants W keep this company on the straight -
and januw. [
There ase other dates of pote Lo the company
also. Aptil 1°= April Fouls’ Day'~ is the final
dalc for submissions by the public’on the further
information inrelation tothe Comrib project, The
duedate foradecision on the project from Mayo
Cuunty Council is May 8% The Guardiun
paper receatly } Wiat according to
M. Fadel Gheit, oil analyst with Fahnestock and
CobrukerageinNew York, “1¢'s becomeanother
day, another crisis with Shell, There are only 0
1nany surprises that investors will take and yet
management {of the company) still seein in
depial.” Acompletc study ol all Shell’s reserves
isbeing underakenby RyderScott, an Awmerican
consultant. “Ihis study is to be carried out with
the guidelines of the Sceusities and Eachange
Comumission"s guidelincs in mind. He has not
completod his task as of yeL. The end of Apsil is
the dJate set fur the completion of the resesves
updale. Ong wouders will we el an accuric
picturc of the rescrves of gas in the Corib ficld.
Shell appears luhave taken the 'resecves' delails
relating Lo the Corrib off its websile, Shell has
alyo announced the sale of ils gas netwotk in
Mexico. L[ Shell off-Juads Comib, which is a
pussibility, licre's boping Wi the acw buyes will
develop the Corib gas ficld wilahure.
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PL
Why we still cantbesureot-Shett——

A shake-up has been launched aftcr the oil giant downgraded its
reserves for a second time, Lucinda Kemeny reports »

MALCOLM BRINDED certainly know s how to keep calim in a crisis.
As the recently crowned head of Exploration’& Production (E&P) at

Royal Dutch/Shell, the British engine«r clearly has faith in his abilityé&
handle an audience. &

AINTHE AR

S
S
Even with the constraints of working for a company thatye on the
paranoid in its dealings with the outside world, iast T 'S
gathering on the 23rd floor of Shell Centre let Brirl0 ghow off in the
way that he obviously loves. & &
o

N
Forty journalists and analysts packec me@%{‘(ﬁg room and another
350 listened in on a conference cal! s SI;\e:lP alled a meeting to
elaborate on yet another bombsheli. éé:‘\o

OQ
Yet despite the fact that Brinded and his new boss Jeroen van der
Veer are invoived in a huge crisis, th2y both managed to crack a joke
or two. “ hope that we don't lose a third head of E&P in short order,”
said Brinded.

Brinded’s two predecessors in E&F have just lost their jobs. Sir Philip
Watls and Walter van de Vijver were sacked two weeks ago after
they lost the confidence of their boardroom colleagues. Watts had
become chairman but he was damaged by his past responsibility for
finding new reserves.

{

And thatis not the only reason why .he background to the meeling
was anything but funny. A press relcase sent out just after midday
confirmed that 470m bamels of oil would be wiped off Shell’s proved
oil reserves, on top of the 3.9 billion barrels that were recategorised
from proved in January.

Not only that, but the 2003 results, \ hich were due to be released last
Friday, have been put back until the end of April while the annual
meeting, scheduled for April, is now expected to be held on June 28.

One analyst said: “This is a company with good assets but a
management team that does not know what it is doing.”

The timing could hardly have been worse. Having sacked Walts and
Van de Vijver, now should have bcen a time for rebuilding Shell's
reputation.

Vamd=rVeer and Brinded trie'd to stop peopie dwelling on the bad
EPA Export 08-07-2014:23:40:37
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news with fighting talk. Van der Veer said: “We will be very sure that
("} we will never drop this bomb again.”

Both painted visions of a future Sheli untainted by problems in
replenishing its oil production and where a string of corporate-
governance changes would make a! the difference.

All would become clearer within weeks when Ryder Scott, a group of
consultants that is reviewing Shell's entire oil portfolio, will complete
its work, they assured.

Some analysts even left feeling upbeat. But Shell's share price told
the real story. It ended the day dowr :n both Britain and America,
where an estimated $2.5 bitlion (£1.4 oillion) was wiped off the
company’'s market value.

With the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and Justice
Department in America, not to mention the Financial Services
Authority in Britain and the Dutch regulator also raking over the coals,
anything could happen.

L

One thing is almost certain, however. There will be more bad news,
and when it comes, the question mus: surely be how long The Shell
board can survive the shocks.

SHELL used to be known as the mc<.: conservative of oil companiesé\"@
Inward-facing and consensus-driven, a plethora of management &
committees grew up — and they mz«.e sure everything wasogib;n@“by

the book. O
G

O
But in the mid-1990s something werit wrong. She!loa% d being as
successful at finding oil and gas. It v.as exploringogthany sites,

many of which were too small to be meaningﬂgﬁg e halance sheet.
Qé\ '&\Q

This scattergun approach had got BFF into trouble a few years earlier,

but instead of a strong leader like Lurd Browne amiving and scrapping

the loss leaders, Shell camried on, w :0 g time while its rivals took the
lead. O

According to internal documents lezked to the media, Shell
executives studied the problem and came up with a simple answer —
relax the rules used to assess energy finds, This way it could
overstate or prematurely book reserv :s as “proven”, which the SEC
defines as reserves that can be recoy ered with “reasonable certainty”
through existing wells.

The structure of the business meant ‘he change wouid have gone
unnoticed by most staff unless they vsere directly involved. There was
no standardisation of reserve bookings across the company, no

regional challenging of reserves figures through the reporting syste

and limited use of external auditors specialising in the oil sector to AN BQRD PLEANALA
support the numbers being produced. TIME By
Shell's management structure appeasred to be so decentralised thatj 26 M AY zam
business unils seemed able to be run as mini-fiefdoms. This was
particularly true of Exploration & Production. LTR-DATED .

PL ROM
January's reclassification of 20% of is oil and gas reserves was  “—————
blamed in large part on overbocking in developments such as Nigeria
and Ormen Lange, a gas field off th= Norwegian coast.

http:I/business.timesonline.co.uk/prin:“riendly/O,,2020-9077-1047255-9077,00.html 24/03/04
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But it has since been revealed that management either tried to

0 conceal the problem or failed to recu; nise that it was breaking SEC
: guidelines.

Documents uncovered by American newspapers allege that an
internal study late last year revealed ihat 1.5 billion barrels or 60% of
its Nigerian reserves did not meet SEC accounting standards as
“proven”. But these papers recommended that the details be kept
secret for fear of damaging the company's relationship with the
Nigetian government. It was decidec that any reclassification should
not be publicly identified with the country.

Shell may have had reasons other th:n politeness for keeping the
details quiet. "

The Nigerian government offered oil .ompanies tax breaks from 1991
to 1999 for oil-reserve additions — oi any oil reserves added over
and above what they expected to firc. Since Shell was one of the
biggest explorers in the region, it accumulated about $385m in so-
called “bonus payments”. Shell is novv in talks with the government
over the money. ~

This is not only highly embarrassing but comes at a time when
Nigeria wants to increase production, and this could severely strain
Shell's relationship with a country that has been largely untapped in
oil terms. s Nl
O{\\é

Ormen Lange is no less worrying. Having already contributa@l\t%ﬁhe
downgrade in January, Thursday's announcement was drigensby yet
more problems being uncovered there. &

S
Brinded explained that a review of compliance wi X b rules by
Ryder Scott had revealed that Shell had use hﬁology, including 3-
D seismic mapping, to determine the volunap‘sgﬁeserves in some
areas, most notably in Norway. QQOQ\\

&

“While useful, this is not in accordan \ith SEC guidance and it
shouid not have happened given thattention that this field had
received,” he said.

While the impact on earnings is minimal — at about $20m, Ryder
Scott has analysed only 40% of the company’s reserves and more
bad news couid be on the way. Fadcl Gheit, an oil analyst with
Oppenheimer in New Yotk, said: ‘It will be like a slow
haemorrhaging.”

THE question is, did management kr owingly cdver up the scandal?
Internal papers suggest that at least Van der Veer and Judy Boynton,
the finance director, knew of the dep h of the problem.

But Van der Veer was adamant that he did not. “i knew we were low
on reserve replacement. That is not the point. The underlying
question is did | know about incorrect bookings in SEC returns? The
answer is that | did not,” he said.

e CORD PLEANAL:

He insisted that the matter of reserve s, which can be booked under
many categories, is not a precise sc.2nce and that the company was
in regular contact with the SEC over what he termed “exposures”, “‘--—__._____________
which was left to the Exploration & Production people.

“you know as a director that there are reserve figures and there are

http:l/business.timesonline.co.uldpri1:1Friendlylo,,2020-9077-l047255-9077,00.html 24/03/04
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processes going on around that. But {although) we have a committee
O of directors, that does not mean that «very director is doing

everything. Reserves are seen as soriething for E&P to manage,” he
said.

One analyst responded that it was “staggering” that Van der Veer, in
his role as head of the chemicals business and therefore a key
mermber of the executive team, appecred to say he had no idea about
how the reserves were being booked.

But whether he knows or not, the regu:lators and American lawyers
preparing class-action lawsuits intenc to find out.

The SEC started its own inq'L‘xiry weel.s ago and the Justice
Department has aiso begun a probe of whether Shell misled the
market. This could expose Shell to criminal charges.

The Financial Services Authority and Euronext, which has the
Amsterdam Stock Exchange as a mc nber, are aiso in

correspondence with the company.
[ %

Van der Veer denied any knowledge of a criminal probe on Thursday,
but the company has admitted that .2 AFM, the financial*egulatory
body in the Nethetlands, has openec an investigation about potentiai
insider trading. One oil specialist saic: “The non-executive directors
are freaking out.” J éo@

&
FOR NOW, investors and shareholdcrs are still prepared t@bﬁg‘ﬁthe
company some benefit of the doubt. They understand ast week's
announcement was coupled with a raft of corporate- nce
improvements, including clearer repurting lines dirg@% oynton and
that the committee of managing dirzctors, the hi est executive group
within the company, is to sign off reserves eag (\Q@Er.

§ O

They are aiso aware that Ryder Scott an ﬁ company's own staff
are labouring round the clock to mat.e sute that there are no more
skeletons in the cupboard. &
00
Tim Rees of Insight, one of Shell's biggest shareholders, said:
“Analysts and investors were compl-tely wrong-footed on Thursday,
and there is even less love for the . mpany as a resuit, But this is
unsurprising. Shell needs to be ultrc-conservative and publicly
transparent about what it finds.”

But shareholders want more. They are meeting Lord Oxburgh, Shell's
non-executive chairman, tomorrow ta demand headhunters be
appointed to find an outsider to run ‘he company.

Van der Veer may have done some tinkering, but they want more, [__

and while Shell has said publicly that no wholesale changes will be

decided before next year, that may e too late. AN SORD PLEANALA
TIME BY

Only one thing is certain. Shell's tof: executives will need all the
sophistication and humour they can find to keep the audience hapgy. 26 MAY 200'}
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FIRE

There is a fire in me
Burms all night and day
Flares at injustice

Leaps at oppression
Glows warmly in beauty.

THE LONE PROTESTOR.

The lone protestoris & voice

incorenient to the gilded ears

of policy maKers it the rarified air

Of marble rooms ir London and Rotierdam
To be muzzled with money, funs or both

Awny the Key into historys incinerator.

Ken Saro-Wiwa



