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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Alternatives
A description of alternatives - as defined by the Regulations - alternative locations,
alternative designs and alternative processes.

Anaerobic Digestion (AD)
Is a natural process of decomposition and decay that takes place in the absence of oxygen
and by which organic matter is broken down to its simpler chemical components.

Archaeology

The study of past societies of any period through the material remains left by those societies
and the evidence of their environment. The material things (objects, monuments, sites,
features, deposits) which archaeology uses to study past societies are referred to as
‘archaeological heritage’.

Baseline Survey
A description of the existing environment against which future changes can be measured.

Commissioning

The rendering fully operational of a project or process. &
&

o e . S
Decommissioning 3 ﬁo
The final closing down, and putting into a stat c&s\osé\fety of a development, project or

process when it has come to the end of its usef@, &
NN

&
. . A
"Do nothing" Scenario \\\&@‘
The situation or environment which \\&8{@8 exist if no intervention or development were
carried out . & &
RN

X

Q
Ecology N

The study of the reIationship@CBetween living organisms and between organisms and their
environment (especially animal and plant communities), their energy flows and their
interactions with their surroundings.

Environmental Impact Statement — EIS
A statement of the effects, if any, which the proposed development, if carried out, would
have on the environment.

Emission

a) an emission into the atmosphere of a pollutant within the meaning of the Air Pollution Act

1987.

b) a discharge of polluting matter, sewage effluent or trade effluent within the meaning of
the Local Government (Water Pollution) Act 1977 to waters or sewers within the
meaning of that Act.

c) disposal of waste,

d) noise.

EPA
The Environmental Protection Agency.
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Geology
The science of the earth, including the composition, structure and origin of its rocks.

Ground Water
The water which flows underground through naturally porous parts of the soil or rock.

Habitat
The area in which an organism or group of organisms live.

Hydrology
The science concerned with the occurrence and circulation of water in all its phases and
modes, and the relationship of these to man.

Impact
The degree of change in an environment resulting from a development.

Infrastructure

The basic structure, framework or system which supports the operation of a development
project for example, installations such as roads and sewers which are necessary to support
development projects.

&
Land-use &
The activities which take place within a given area of ﬁoa >
Methodology é?
The specific approach or techniques used tog@r\eﬁﬁ?e impacts or describe environments.
& s“
Mitigation KO

Measures designed to avoid, redug‘éQ\\?%medy or compensate for impacts. Mitigation By
Remedy: 6\

Impact Avoidance: When no chagge is caused.

Impact Reduction: Where the(ﬁ%niﬁcance of adverse impacts is lessened.

Impact Remedy: When an adverse effect is replaced with a more acceptable effect.

Mitigation Measures
The means by which decisions about a proposed development are modified to avoid, reduce
or remedy the adverse environmental effects that are identified.

Monitoring
The repetitive and continued observation, measurement and evaluation of environmental

data to follow changes over a period of time, to assess the efficiency of control measures.

Pests
Insects, both flying and crawling.

Physical barrier
Device used to prevent entry of pests and vermin such as insect

Processes
The activities which take place within a development.
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Risk Assessment
An analytical study of the probabilities and magnitude of harm to human health or the
environment associated with a physical or chemical agent, activity or occurrence.

Scoping
The process of identifying the significant issues which should be addressed by a particular
Environmental Impact Assessment.

Significance
The sensitivity of a receiving environment to change or the consequence of change for the
receiving environment.

SopP
Standard Operating Procedure

Surface Water
Natural water bodies such as streams, lakes and rivers.

Sustainable Development
Defined by the Brundtland Commission 1987 "Development that meets the needs of the
present without comprising the ability of the future generatio[\ép meet their own needs".

@é

Vermin & Q°
All rodents. Animals excluded from the establishn:g%di\oﬁld birds
F S

N
S
@
o
O
Qé \\'\\Q
\"OQ
\0
&

S
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