
WESTMEATH C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L  
C o m h a i r l e  C h o n t a e  n a  h - l a r m h i  

Ms. Caroline Murphy, 
Inspector, 
Office of Climate, Licensing & Resource Use, 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
Headquarters, 
PO Box 3000, 
Johnstown Castle Estate, 
Co. Wexford. 

21" January 2014 

certain public and private projects on the 
-- Your Ref WO285-01 

Dear Ms. Murphy, 

I attach hard copy of the Grant of 

The decision of Westmea 
An Bord Pleanala. 

Yours sincerely, . 

, ' .  .'. , 
. .  

' , ,  , .  . . . .  . . .  , , . : . .  . 
County  B u i l d i n g s ,  M u l l i n g a r ,  County  Westmeath  Go3 

Midlandslreland.ie Aras an Chontae ,  an  M u i l e a n n  gCearr, Contae na h - i a r m h i  
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c 

W E ST M EAT H CO U N T Y  CO U N C I L 
i o r n h a i r l e  C h o n t a e  n a  h - l a r r n h i  

TO: Bio Agrigas Ltd 
C/O Colin Bolger 
Marlin Architects, 
Marlinstown Office Park, 
Mullingar. 

RE/ PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000-2010 
NOTIFICATION OF FINAL GRANT 

Planning Register Number: 
Valid Application Receipt Date: 25/05/2011 

1 1 /5055 

In pursuance of the powers conferred upon them by the above mentioned Acts, Westmeath 
County Council have by Order dated 22/02/2012 GRANTED PERMISSION to the above 
named, for the development of land, namely:- 
Bio-energy facility containing a Reception Building, Reception Area, Engine room, Pumps and Heat 
Exchangers, Administration Building containing Office, Staff and Amenity and Changing facilities. 
Permission is also sought for Tank Farms to include 2 No. Anaerobic Digestors, 2 No. Post Digestion 
Storage Tanks, 5 No.pre-storage tanks, Gas flare and Gas cleaning vessel. Ancillary facilities will 
include 1 No, Weighbridge, ESB Substation, Post Digestion Loading Area, Wheel Wash Area, on site 
Waste Water Treatment System, fencing, gates, New entrance road to proposed N4 Grade 
Separation Scheme and Internal Roads with all associated works including landscaping, boundaries 
and services above and below ground. Permission is also sought for temporary Road Access on to 
the R I  56 Killucan road from the proposed development during the construction of the new N4 Grade 
Separation Scheme. The process of Anaerobic Digestion is the subject of an application for a Waste 
Licence, all of which is described in detail in an accompanying Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS). All of the relevant waste recovery activities as per the fourth schedule of the Waste 
Management Act 1996 -2003, to which this application relates. at Newdown, The Downs, Mullingar. 
for the reasons and considerations set out in Schedule 1 and subject to the 14 conditions set 
out in Schedule 2 hereto. 

Signed on behalf of Westmeath County Council 

&Am& 
1 1  

Planning. 

It should be noted that outline permission is permission subject to the subsequent permission consequent of the 
Planning Authority and that until such permission consequent has been obtained to detailed plans of the 
development proposed, the development is NOT AUTHORISED. It should be noted that any subsequent 
application for permission consequent must be made not later than 3 years beginning on the date of the grant of 
the outline permission. 

NOTE: 
The permission herein granted shall, except in the case of an outline permission or where otherwise stated in the 
Notification of Final Grant, on the expiration of the period of 5 years beginning on the date of the granting of 
permission, cease to have effect as regards: - 
(i) In case the development to which the permission relates is not commenced during the period, the entire 
development and 
(ii) In case such development is so commenced, so much thereof as is not completed within that period. 

County  Bu i l d ings .  M u l l i n g a r ,  Coun ty  Westmeath  
A r a s  a n  Chontae ,  a n  M u i l e a n n  g C e a r r ,  C o n t a e  na h - i a r m h i  

CO3 
Midlandslreland.ie 

i c l :  044 9332000 I i::;: 044 9342330 1 ?m.?ii: i n f o @ w e r t m e a t h c o t o . i e  I web:  w w w . w e r t m e a t h t o c o . i e   ow^ 10 Qrodh 
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Schedule One. 

File Ref  11/5055 

Having regard to the provisions of The County Development Plan 2008-2014, it is considered that, 
subject to compliance with the conditions set out in the attached Schedule (Schedule Two), the 
proposed development would not be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of 
the area. 

Schedule Two. 
File Ref  11/5055 

1 .  The development shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the plans and details received 
by the Planning Authority on 25'" May 201 1 as amended by revised plans and details received 
on the 23rd December 201 I except as may otherwise be required in order to comply with the 
following conditions. 
Reason: In the interests of orderly development and clarity. 

2.  Development Contribution 

Prior to the commencement of development or as otherwise agreed in writing with the 
Planning Authority, the developer shall pay the sum of €32,731.00 (Thirty Two Thousand, 
Seven Hundred and Thirty One Euro), as set out below, to the Planning Authority as a 
contribution, i n  accordance with the Council's Development Contribution Scheme adopted in 
2007, in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the area of 
the Planning Authority, and that is provided or that it is intended will be provided by, or on 
behalf of, the Council. 

The contribution payable will be based on the contribution rate applicable at the time of 
payment and not the rate in existence when permission is granted. The amount of the 
development contribution will be updated annually on the 1" January in accordance with 
changes in the Wholesale Price Index (Building and Construction), (Capital Goods) and 
penalty interest for late payment, in accordance with the terms of the Council's Development 
Contribution Scheme:- 

Class of Infrastructure Rate per m' 
unit/m2 

GA. Development not coming within any of 
the foregoing classes 

€35.50 922 m2 

Total 

I I 

Reason: It is considered reasonable that the developer shouic 

Amount of 
Contribution 

€32,73 1 .OO 

I 

contribute towards 
the expenditure incurred or proposed to be incurred by Westmeath County Council in 
respect of the provisiodimprovement of public services/infrastructure benefiting 
development in the area of the Planning Authority. 

3. All existing hedgerows and trees on site shall be maintained, except any treatment that 
necessitates the achievement of above mentioned sight lines and replacement boundary 
treatment shall be of an indigenous native species hedge secured by timber post and wire 
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4. 

5;. 

i j .  

6i. 

11. 

7. 

8. 
1. 

11. 

... 
111. 

I\'. 

V. 

v1. 

vii. 

viii. 

fencing. The remaining site boundaries shall be of a planted indigenous native species hedge 
secured by timber post and wire fencing. 

Reason: 
ensure the development integrates into the existing landscape. 

To ensure the amenity afforded by existing hedges is maintained and to 

The modifications and mitigation measures in the reports of ORS Consultants reports 
received by Westmeath County Council on the 25"' May 201 1 and revised reports received on 
the 23rd December 201 1 shall be implemented in f i l l  by the applicants. 
Reason: In the interest of public health. 

Prior to conuneiicement of development, a landscaping scheme and detailed planting schedule 
shall be submitted to the planning authority for written agreement. This scheme shall include 
details of all existing trees and hedgerows on the site, specifying those proposed for retention, 
together with measures for their protection during the period in which the development is 
carried out. The site shall be landscaped in accordance with the agreed scheme, which shall 
also include a timescale for implementation. 
Details of site boundaiy treatments shall be submitted for the written agreement of the 
planning authority. 
Reason: In the interest of visual amenity. 

Prior to commencement of development, details of the materials, colours and textures of all 
the external finishes to the proposed development shall be submitted to the planning authority 
for agreement. 
A sample of the proposed external finishing material and colours to be used shall be 
submitted to and agreed with the Planning Authority prior to commencement of development. 
Reason: In the interest of orderly development and the visual amenities of the area. 

No sign, banner or advertisement shall be erected or displayed on the proposed structures or 
within the curtilage of the site without a prior grant of planning permission. 
Reason: In the interest of visual amenity. 

Engineering Conditions; 
Proposed access road from R-156 shall be upgraded as required for HGV access and 
maintained by applicant. 
Road drainage shall not be impeded as a result of works carried out at junction of R-156 and 

Wheel wash facility must be provided on site before commencement of any development on 
site. All vehicles leaving site must use this facility. No muck is to be dragged onto the public 
road. 
Surface water and foul water shall be disposed of on a separate system basis. 
No construction shall take place over existing underground services. 
The applicant shall indemnify the County Council from any damage that may arise to the 
existing services where connections are being made. 
All water service pipes shall be laid at a minimum depth of 600mm below final finished 
ground level. Meter boxes, meters and stopcocks shall be so laid as to maintain ths minimum 
dept of 600mm. This provision shall be certified by a suitably qualified person with 
professional indemnity insurance and certification shall be submitted to the Planning 
Authority within 3 months of completion of installation. 
Prior to the commencement of any development the applicantldeveloper shall submit 
documentary evidence which shall be signed by a commissioner for Oaths to provide for the 
achievement of 2.4m x 90m sightlines and sightlines at the junction of the L-56031 with the 

L-5603 1.  
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ix . 

9. 

10. 
1. 

11. 

... 
111. 

iv. 

__ 

R156 involves works on lands outside of the applicants control, documentary evidence shall 
be submitted confirming the agreement of the relevant landowner to the works necessary to 
achieve the above mentioned sightlines which shall be signed by a Commissioner for Oaths. 
Prior to the commencement of any development the applicant/developer shall submit a 
section through the junction between the R-156 and L-56031 detailing the existing and 
proposed vertical alignment shall be submitted for approval by the planning authority. 
Reason: In the interests of orderly development and traffic safety. 

The construction roadworks for the N4 The Downs Grade Separation are underway and 
access from this development (file ref 1 l/5055) (either Construction or Operational) will not 
be permitted from the realigned R156 until the roadworks are complete with normal 
maintenance transferred by the contractor to Westmeath County Council and consent to this 
access is given in writing by the Senior Engineer of Westmeath National Road Design Office 
which shall be submitted for the written agreement of the planning authority. 
Reason: The proposed new entrance road to the N4 The Downs Grade Separation 
Scheme as shown on drawing number 111/001/201 submitted by the applicant is 
premature pending the completion of construction of the new N4 The Downs Grade 
Separation Scheme. 

Environment Conditions 
No development shall commence until an IPPC licence has been granted for the facility. 
All existing hedgerows and trees etc. on site shall be maintained, except any treatment that 
necessitates the achievement of above mentioned sight lines and replacement boundary 
treatment shall be of an indigenous native species hedge secured by timber post and wire 
fencing. The remaining site boundaries shall be of a planted indigenous native species hedge 
secured by timber post and wire fencing 
Applicant shall comply with the following: 
(a) 

(b) 

All raw materials delivered to the site to be accepted at a designated bunded concrete 
reception area for unloading directly into the reception tank. 
All feedstocks delivered to the facility shall be delivered in a fully enclosed sealed 
containers. All operations associated with the delivery and treatment of feedstock 
shall take place within the fully enclosed facility. 
Prior to commencement of development, details of lighting arrangements for the 
overall site which shall be designed to minimize light spillage outside the site, shall 
be submitted to the Planning Authority for written agreement. 

(d) Construction and demolition waste shall be managed in accordance with a 
construction waste and demolition management plan, which shall be submitted to and 
agreed in writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of 
development. This plan shall be prepared in accordance with the “Best Practice 
Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction and 
Demolition Projects“, published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government in July 2006. The plan shall include details of waste to be 
generated during site clearance and construction phases, and details of the methods 
and locations to be employed for the prevention, minimisation, recovery and disposal 
of this material. 

(c) 

During the construction phase of the proposed development; 
(a) Bunded storage areas shall be provided for the containment of oil, fuel storage tanks, 
chemicals and any other materials which pose a risk to water during the construction period. 
The bunded area shall be equivalent to a volume of 110% of the capacity of largest container 
stored. The proposed method of drainage of the bunded area shall be to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Authority. 
(b) The developer shall ensure that adequate measures are in place (and agreed with the 
Planning Authority) to prevent water with high suspended solids content, caused by the 
construction of the proposed development from discharging into streams and watercourses. 
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\-' ' , 

V. 

vi. 

vii. 

viii. 

1X. 

X. 

xi. 

xii. 

xiii. 

xiv. 

11.  

1. 

Layer Depth Material to BS 594987:2007 

Double Surface Double Surface Dressing Layer, 14mm first 
Dressing layer 6mm second layer, Standard Cationic 

Emulsion, 1 .61/m2 and O.6Jh2 first and second 
layers respectively. Minimum PSV60 

Wearing course 25mm AC 10 close surface. Pen 70/100 

(c) Arrangements for the collection, storage and disposal of all foul sewage effluent arising 
from any temporaiy site sanitary facilities shall be submitted to and agreed with the Planning 
Authority prior to commencement of development. . 
Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall put in place monitoring 
arrangements for the measurement of noise emissions, dust deposition and suspended solids 
of surface water run-off associated with the initial construction phase of the development. 
During the construction phase of the development, the developer shall submit to the pIanning 
authority, on a frequency to be determined by the planning authority, the results of the 
monitoring programme. Monitoring locations for the above shall be agreed in writing with 
the planning authority prior to commencement of development. 
Dust deposition during the initial construction phase of the proposed development shall not 
exceed 350 milligrammes per square metre per day (DIN standard) when measured at the site 
boundaries and averaged over 30 days. The site access road to be kept clean so that no muck 
or debris is allowed onto the public road. 
All oil and hydrocarbons to be stored in a bunded area. The bund to be designed to BS 8007: 
1987 code of practice for the design of concrete structures for retaining aqueous liquids. 
The wheels and underside of all construction traffic leaving the site shall be cleaned, as 
required, to prevent soiling of public roads. In the event that any public roads become soiled 
by construction traffic from the site, these roads shall be cleaned immediately. 
All existing hedgerows and trees etc. on the site shall be maintained, except any treatment that 
necessitates the achevement of above mentioned sight lines and replacement boundary 
treatment shall be of an indigenous native species hedge secured by timber post and wire 
fencing. The remaining site boundaries shall be of a planted indigenous native species hedge 
secured by timber post and wire fencing. 
A weighbridge to be used on the site to record all materials importedexported to and from the 
site. 
Dust deposition shall not exceed 240mg/m3/day beyond the boundary of the site. This limit 
shall be based on a 30 day composite sample. 
All organic fertiliser generated on site for use on agricultural lands shall be applied to those 
lands in accordance with the European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for 
Protection of Waters) Regulations 201 0. 
A separate collection system for clean and dirty shall be provided. The dirty water collection 
system shall discharge to a dirty water collection tank where it shall be used in the digestion 
process or spread on agricultural land in accordance with the European Communities (Good 
Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 201 0. 
Hazardous waste/material encountered during the course of demolition or excavation works 
shall be disposed of in accordance with the Waste Management Act 1996 as amended. 
Reason: In the interests of the environment proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

NFU 
Specification 
Clause 9 19 

Clause 906 

Road Design 

The applicant shall upgrade the existing L-5603 1 public ro 
below: 

dway in ac 3 jance with Tab1 1 
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11. 

111. 
... 

iv. 

V. 

vi, 

vi i 

. . .  
V l l l  

12. 
1. 

Base course 40mm AC 20 dense binder/HDM. Pen 70/100 Clause 906 
Roadbase 80mm AC 32 dense base/HDM. Pen 70/100 Clause 906 
Sub-base 1501nm TypeB Clause 804 
Capping 300mm 6F2, crushed rock Clause 6 13 

Minimum road width of 4m with allowance for passing bays at 250m centres. 
Prior any work on the proposed development commences, the existing boundary fence and 
hedge shall be removed on the left and light hand side of the junction entrance to the L-5603 1 
from the R156. Sightlines of 150m x 2.4m shall be provided and maintained at all times from 
the proposed access point. The existing hedge boundary shall be removed only to the extent 
necessaiy to achieve sight distance. The new boundary fence shall be constructed not less 
than 6 meters from the centre line of the adjoining public road. All new road boundaries shall 
be with a hedgerow of mixed native species, interspersed with semi-mature trees of a native 
species planted on the inside secured by a timber post and wire fence. 

The applicant shall achieve and maintain sightlines at the location of the proposed entrance of 
the temporary access road with the L-5603 1 .  These sightlines shall be provided in accordance 
with the following table: 

x Y Applicable for: 

2.4 metres 90 metres County Roads 

(X distance is nieasiired.fioni the metalled edge of the major road at [he proposed entrance, Y 
distance is  nieasuredfioni the middle of the lane where the eniergirig vehicle is stopped to a 
point Y metres on all approaches for. the full road width of that approach.The eye height to be 
I .  OS nzetrzs and the object height to be I .  15 metres.) 

The applicant shall agree to restrict the use of the proposed temporary access junction, from 
the facility, with the L-56031 on completion of any proposed access road to the Downs 
Separation Scheme, to two axle vehicles. Details of such an agreement shall be agreed with 
the Planning Authority prior any building works 

The applicant has failed to comply with the further information request No. 8(v). Prior to 
Commencement of any building works the applicant shall submit documentary evidence 
confirming the agreement of the relevant landowner to the works necessary to achieve all 
necessary sightlines. This documentary evidence shall be signed by a Commissioner of Oaths. 

Prior to commencement the applicant shall enter into a legally binding agreement with 
Westmeath County Council for the upgrading of the L-56031 in accordance with the 
construction specification detailed in Item, Table 1 of this report. 

The upgrade of the L-5603 1 to the specification as per Item1 Table 1 above, shall be certified 
by a Consultant Engineer. 
Reason: In the interests of the traffic safety, proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

Archaeology 
Prior to the commencement of development the applicant is required to engage the services of 
a suitably qualified archaeologist to carry out an archaeological assessment of the 
development site. No sub-surface work should be undertaken in the absence of the 
archaeologist without hidher express consent. 
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i i .  The archaeologist should carry out any relevant documentary research and inspect the site. 
Test trenches shall be excavated at locations chosen by the archaeologist (licensed under the 
National Monuments Acts 1930-2004), having consulted the site drawings, the results of the 
geophyGica1 survey and the National Monument Service. 
Having completed the work, the archaeologist should submit a written report to the Planning 
Authority and to the office of the Department of A r t s ,  Heritage and the Gaeltacht prior to the 
commencement of any development. Where archaeological, material/features are shown to be 
present, preservation in situ, preservation by record (excavation) or monitoring may be 
required. 
Reason: In the interest of archaeological heritage and proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

... 
111. 

13. Prior to the commencement of any development the applicant/developer shall submit details 
of more preventative measures and the development of a more robust mitigation measures in 
the event of a failure in the integrity of the tank farms. Efforts to minimize the effects on' 
soils, geology and hydrogeology in the event of a serious failure of these facilities to be 
submitted for the written agreement of the planning authority. 
Reason: In the interest of public health and proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

14. This permission relates exclusively to the construction of a bio-energy facility containing a 
reception building, reception area, engine room, pumps and heat exchangers. Administration 
building containing office, staff and amenity and changing facilities. Permission is also 
sought for tank farms to include 2 no. anaerobic digestors, 2 no. post digestion storage tanks, 
5 no. pre-storage tanks, gas flare and gas cleaning vessel. Ancillary features will include 1 no. 
weigh bridge, ESB substation, post digestion loading area, wheel wash area, on site waste 
water treatment system, fencing, gates, new access road to proposed N4 grade separation 
scheme and internal roads with all associated works including landscaping, boundaries and 
services above and below ground. Permission is also sought for temporary road access on to 
the R-156 Killucan road from the proposed development during the construction of the new 
N4 Grade separation scheme. The process of anaerobic digestion is the subject of an 
application for a waste licence all of which is described in detail in an accompanying 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). All of the relevant waste recovery activities as per the 
fourth schedule of the Waste Management Act 1996-2003 to which this application relates in 
accordance with the attached conditions and does not relate to the remainder of the building 
or the site. Any such uses insofar as they are not already authorised shall require a separate 
grant of permission. 

Reason: To avoid any misunderstanding as to the proper construction of this 
permission. 
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Westmeath County Council 
MEMORANDUM 
To: 
From: 
Date: 
Applicant 

Development 
Description 

County Manager 
Yvonne Haughey, Executive Planner 
2lSt Februarv 2012 
Applicant: Bio Agrigas Ltd 

Permission for bio-energy facility containing a reception building, reception 
area, engine room, pumps and heat exchangers. Administration building 
containing office, staff and amenity and changing facilities. Permission is 
also sought for tank farms to include 2 no. anaerobic digestors, 2 no. post 
digestion storage tanks, 5 no. pre-storage tanks, gas flare and gas cleaning 
vessel. Ancillary features will include 1 no. weigh bridge, ESB substation, 
post digestion loading area, wheel wash area, on site waste water treatment 
system, fencing, gates, new access road to proposed N4 grade separation 
scheme and internal roads with all associated works including landscaping, 
boundaries and services above and below ground. Permission is also sought 
for temporary road access on to the R-156 Killucan road from the proposed 
development during the construction of the new N4 Grade separation 
scheme. The process of anaerobic digestion is the subject of an application 
for a waste licence all of which is described in detail in a n  accompanying 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). All of the relevant waste recovery 
activities as per the fourth schedule of the Waste Management Act 1996- 
2003 to which this application relates a t  Newdown, The Downs, Mullingar. 

File. Ref. 1 MO55 

I 

" I..F"."* * '^? -.* < " ,-,, -,\. 
BIPE' 1 ..._.. ~ o ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ E s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ N l  
The application site IS located to the north of an existing agricultural commercial premises with the 
surrounding lands mainly agriculture at Newdown, The Downs, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, which is 
accessed from the Dublin Sligo Road (34) and is located approximately 6kn1 east of Mullingar town. 
The site is bounded to the north by the Regional Road, The Downs to Killucan road (R156), to the 
east by agricultural land, to the west by agricultural lands and proposed N4 The Downs Grade 
Separation and to the South by N4 Dual Carriageway. The site comprises an overall area of 2.30 ha 
and consists of parts of two fields north of the existing Flytin's Feeds in Newdowns townland. At 
present the main field is split between pasture and tillage and has a slight fall to the northeast while 
the access roadway runs through further tillage, alongside a field boundary. The site is located c. 
300111 northeast of the N4 and c. 4001n south of the R156. The Royal Canal runs southeast-northwest 
c. 600m south of the area of proposed development to the south of the N4. The surrounding landscape 
to the east and south comprises marginal wetland terrain. The proposed development will be located 
to the north of the exiting agricultural business operating on the landholding and adjacent pig farm 
with the surrounding lands remaining as agriculture. 

Site notices were clearly visible at each site entrance at time of site inspection. 

The development comprises; 

The proposed facility will consist of an Anaerobic Digestion (AD) Plant designed to process some 
20,000 tonnes of non-hazardous organic wastes originating in the local area. The Bioenergy Facility 
will be capable of producing approximately 1 Mega Watts (MW) of electrical power. An EIS has 
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been submitted with the application. The Facility will be operated under a Waste Licence to be issued 
by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

The anaerobic digesters will be designed to receive c. 20,000 tonnes/year of liquid wastes sourced in 
the local area including agri-industry processing wastes, food processing wastes and will also process 
Category 2 ABP material. Tlie plant will consist of an anaerobic digestion facility that will possess up 
to a niaxinium of 20,000 tonnes of organic feedstock and produce electricity to use at the existing 
Toni Flynn Feed's facility and to sell any excess to tlie national grid. Tlie organic feedstock will be 
primarily taken from existing sources, such as tlie adjacent pig fami and silage produced from the 
surrounding lands. Approximately less than half the material required will be delivered by vehicles 
using the public road network. 

The planned bioenergy facility will combine anaerobic digestion technology to treat non hazardous 
organic feedstock, generate electrical power and heat and to produce a useful solid soil conditioner. 
Deliveries will only be accepted for processing from sources of wastes that have been previously 
characterised as suitable for treatnient at the facility. The non-hazardous organic feedstock planned to 
be treated at the waste facility are currently disposed of through land spreading and/or export. 

Tvpe of Feedstock 
Pig Slurry 
Dairy Cow Sluny 
Maize Silage 
Grass Silage 
Fodder beet 
Category 2 ABP- Belly Grass 
Bakery Waste - Bread, Dough Fat 
Total 

Annual Ouantity t/v Drv Matter Content 
3,000 8% 
2,000 8.5% 
2,000 33% 
3,000 30% 
2,000 20% 
5,000 14% 
3,000 40% 
20,000 22% 

Tlie Facility lias been designed for continuous operation 24 hours a day throughout the year. 
Scheduled shut down periods will be kept to a minimum to allow the facility to operate at niaxiniuin 
efficiency. Waste will be accepted at the Facility in fiilly enclosed tankers and covered trailers 
between tlie hours of 0800 -1900 hours, Monday to Friday, OS00 - 1300 hours on Saturday 
approximately, with no deliveries on Sundays or public holidays except in emergency situations. 

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) lias been submitted with this application. 

WEEEYANT~LANNING, HISTORM 
SITE PLANNING HISTORY 
None noted. 

LANDHOLDING HIS TOR Y; 
82/904: T Flynn, signage- Granted 
84/4: T Flynn, workshop - Granted 
9U083; T Flynn, workshop extension, stores & display- Granted 
Y2/225: T Flynn, retain two cattle sheds & machinery display area - Granted 
92/378: T Flynn, revised landscaping, new diesel pump & new tanks - Granted 
93/411: T Flyim, slatted shed - Granted 
94/522: T Flynn, inill & blending plant - Granted 
94/669: T Flynn, relocate inill & blending plant - Granted 
Y5/333: T Flynn, extend storage building - Granted 
95/448: T Flynn, use of lands for sale, display & leasing of motor vehicles - Refused 
96/Y44: T Flynn, use of lands for sale, display & leasing of motor vehicles - Granted 
97/394: T Flynn, extension to workshop - Granted 
97/863: T Flyxi, install 2 X 50,000 litre oil tanks etc. - Granted 
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99/209: T Flynn, demolish existing shed & construct new grain storage warehouse - Granted 
00/855: T Flynn, forecourt canopy, 1 petrol pump dispenser & underground tank - Refused 
01/476: Obelisk Communication for 301-11 co-sharing anteima support structure - Granted 
01/840: T Flynn, erecting forecourt over pump islands - Granted 
02/90: T Flynn, construct a grain store with drying facility & sampling equipment - Granted 
05/5415: T. Flyim & sons, expand existing agri-centre to include a 408 sq. m. single storey extension 
to existing building and change of use of existing storage area to retail giving a total of 450 sq. m. of 
additional retail area and 13s sq. m. of storage area, provision of 5 1 1 sq. in. outdoor garden centre 
compound & extension to existing carpark - Refused 
06/5422; Obelisk communications ltd, erecting a 3011-1 co-sharing antenna support structure carrying - 
6 panel antennas, 4 6OOnun transmission link dishes plus an additional 3 panel antennas + 2 6OOmm 
link dishes for future requirements - with no. 2 associated equipment containers, access track & secure 
fencing conditional 
06/5592; T Flynn, constructing a single storey extension to existing building for use as a store and 
workshop and all associated site works and services - Conditional 
07/5267; Incomplete application. 
07/5445; Thomas Flynii & Sons Ltd, Perniission for to erect 2 no. advertising signs (overall 
dimensions 4m high by 3ni wide) 1 no. sign to be erected at the east bound carriageway of N4 
approximately 4501-11 west of junction of Thomas Flyiui 8: Sons site entrance and 1 no sign to be 
erected 300m east of the junction of Thomas Flynn & Sons site entrance and to omit condition No.7 
of permission 06/5592 (sale of petroleum product is limited to the sale of diesel for agricultural 
vehicles only) - Refused 

Permitted development in the vicinity predominantly consists of detached rural dwellings on half acre 
plots, agricultural related developments and rural enterprises. 

PPM 2898 - A pre-planning meeting was held with the area planner on 3/2/11. Principle of proposal 
discussed. Issues raised with regard to visual impact, odours, impact on residential amenity, 
traffc/access issues. Waste licence/EIS required 

- No objection subject to conditions. 

WCC Fire Officer Report 15/64 I 
- 
- 
- 

Will require a Fire Safety Cert for Administration building and Reception Building 
No work to commence until decision has been made on Fire Safety Cert 
Adequate water for fire fighting required 

Access Officer Report 14/6/11 

WCC Envirortniertt 11/1/12 
- No objection subject to conditions. 

WCC Road Design 2 7/1/12; 
- No objection subject to conditions. 

NRDO 16/2/12; 
- Condition to be applied 
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HSE - En virortmental Health Officer 21/2/12; 
Mitigating measures to be conditioned. - 

DoEHLG 28/6/11 - Heritage Division 
- No objection subject to conditions. 

An Taisce 13/6/11 
- Evaluation is required to ensure that adverse odours, effluent, traffic and other impacts are 

obviated 

Iiiland Fiskeries Irelurid 17/2/12 
- No objection subject to conditions. 

The application was also referred to Waterways Ireland, WCC B.Solon - No comments received to- 
date. 

BP~E S.ENF~FION SI 
None noted. 

- The Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28/EC 
The EU developed a framework to promote the use of renewable energy throughout its member states. 
Ireland has a renewable energy target of 16% by 2020. Overall 20% of EU energy consumption 
should be renewable sources by 2020. National policy needs to be distributed to reach targets among 
electricity, heat and transport markets. Directive 200 1/77/EC on the promotion of electricity produced 
from renewable energy sources in the internal electricity inarket. This Directive requires each member 
state to coniniit to specific targets for renewable energy production. The Directive follows on from the 
EU White Paper, "Energy for the future: Renewable Sources of Energy": which was published i n  
November 1997. Member States are required to adopt national targets for renewables that are 
consistent with reaching the Commission's target of 22 per cent of electricity produced from 
renewable energy sources by 2010. The indicative target set for Ireland under the Directive is 13.2 per 
cent. The Irish Government in 2006 announced that it was increasing this national target to 15 per 
cent. Separate to the Directive, a further national target of 33 per cent has been set to be achieved by 
2020. Subsequently revised by the Carbon Budget of 2008 to increase to 40% by 2020. 

- Hubitat Directive 
The EU Directive (92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna 
requires Ireland to propose relevant areas of designation as Special Areas of Conservation for the 
conservation of listed habitats and species, and to maintain their favourable conservation status. The 
Habitats Directive was transposed into Irish law by the European Coininunities (Natural Habitats) 
Regulations, 1997 (SI. 94 of 1997). 

- Birds Directive 
The EU Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds requires that special measures be 
taken to conserve the habitats of listed migratory and wetland species in order to ensure their survival 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 28-01-2014:23:26:35



and reproduction in their area of distribution. The Birds Directive also requires the avoidance of 
pollution or deterioration of habitats generally outside specially protected sites. 

- Nitrates Directive & Regulations 
It is recognised and accepted that the land spreading of biosolids has led to groundwater 
contamination and the deterioration of surface water quality. Ireland is therefore committed, through 
the full implementation of the Nitrates Directive (91/676/EEC), to reducing water pollution caused or 
induced by nitrates from agricultural sources and to preventing further such pollution. The provision 
of an alternative organic waste treatment facility will reduce the need for the storage of such wastes 
over the recoinmended non application periods and would reduce the quantum of organic nitrogen to 
be applied to the available national land bank through land spreading. 

These Regulations will give further effect in Ireland to the following EU Directives; 
Directive 75/442/EEC Waste Management Framework Directive. 

0 Directive 76/464/EEC Directive on the control of pollution caused by certain dangerous 
substances discharged into the aquatic environment of the Community 

0 Directive S0/6S/EEC Protection of Groundwater. 
Directive 9 1/676/EC Protection of waters against pollution caused by Nitrates from 
Agricultural Sources (Nitrate-Vulnerable Zones.) 
Directive 2000/60/EC Establishing a framework for community action in the field of water 
policy - Water Framework Directive (WFD). 

- Water Franiework Directive (WFD) 
Ireland is required under the WFD (2000/60/EC) to maintain high status waters where they exist, 
preventing any deterioration in the existing status of waters and achieving at least good status in 
relation to all waters by 2015. This general improvement in water quality will be achieved through the 
implementation of a programme of measures across the country. 

- Dririkirig Water Quality 
Groundwater is often the only source of drinking water in rural areas. Reports have shown that such 
groundwater sources, particularly Group Water Supplies, can be of poor bacteriological quality. The 
reduction in the quantity of organic wastes applied to land should lead to an improvement in 
groundwater quality. 

- Aiiiiiral By-Products Regulations 
It is proposed that the Newdown Bioenergy Facility will accept and treat Category 2 ABP material. 
The EU Regulation (EC) 1774/2002 and the implementing Statutory Instrument S.I. No. 248 of 2003 
allows for the treatment of Category 2 material in biogas or composting plants among other disposal 
routes. The proposed Bioenergy Facility at Newdown will be required to operate under and in 
accordance with an approval granted for the purposes of Article 15 of the European Regulation. 

- The National Devdopriient Plan 2007-2013 
The National Development Plan integrates strategic development frameworks for regional 
development, for rural communities, for all-island co-operation and for protection of the environment 
with common economic and social goals. The Plan will decisively tackle economic and social 
infrastructure deficits in areas such as Transport, Energy, Housing, Water, Education and Health. 
Over the lifetime of the NDP, emphasis will be placed on an increase in renewable energy production 
in rural areas, especially projects that create environmentally sustainable enterprise and generate 
employment. The Plan will promote use of renewable energy resources and increased energy 
efficiency. The 201 0 target for the contribution of renewable energy sources to electricity production 
is set at 15%. 
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- Green Paper 011 Sirstairinble Energy, Septeniber 1999. 
In December 2003 the Minister for Coniniunications Marine & Natural Resources launched the 
consultation document “Options for Future Renewable Energy Policy, Targets and Programmes”. The 
purpose of the review was to stimulate debate in developing future renewable energy policy in 
Ireland, focusing on setting new targets for renewables for the period 2005 to 2010 and beyond to 
2020. These targets were announced in September 2005, this increased the target for installed capacity 
of renewable energy generation to at least 1,450MW by 2010. This figure is in line with the 
International coinrnitment under the EC Directive 2001 /77/EC for 13.2% of electricity consumption to 
be sourced from renewable technologies by 201 0. An Energy Green Paper entitled “Towards a 
Sustainable Energy Future for Ireland” \vas published for consultation on 1st October 2006. This 
paper puts forward energy policies that will serve the country over the next decade and beyond. The 
Government proposes to deliver an energy policy for the 21st century. The policy has three pillars: 
security of supply, sustainability and competitiveness. 

- Changing Our Ways, 1998 
‘Changing Our Ways‘ outlines the Government’s policy objectives for managing waste from 1998 to 
20 1 3. The national waste nianagement policy advocates an integrated national approach to waste 
maiiagenient in order to reduce the reliance on landfill. The waste management hierarchy gives 
priority to prevention, followed by waste minimisation, re-use, re-cycling and recovery. ‘Changing 
Our Ways‘ promotes the development of waste recovery facilities 
employing environnientally beneficial technologies, as an alternative to landfill, including the 
development of composting and other feasible biological treatment facilities. 

- Slatahable Developinerit - A Strategy for Ireland I997 
This policy document promotes tlie development of renewable energy sources, including maximising 
the efficiency of energy generation and emphasising the use of renewable resources. It also seeks to 
minimise greenhouse gas emissions and other pollutants both by clean generation and by more 
sustainable energy consumption. 

- The National Cliiiiate Change Strategy (DoeHLG) 200 7-2012 
This document identifies compliance with the Kyoto Protocol as one of tlie main objectives in the 
energy sector. It encourages the expansion of the renewable energy sector in order to reduce 
emissions. Energy is identified as a means of achieving this reduction in emissions. 15% of electricity 
to be generated from renewable sources by 2010 and 33% by 2020. 

- The Natioriul Spatial Strategy 2002-2020 
This strategy provides that in economic development the environment provides a resource base that 
supports a wide range of activities that include agriculture, forestry, fishing, aqua-culture, mineral use, 
energy use, industry, services and tourism. For these activities, the aim should be to ensure that the 
resources are used in sustainable ways that put as much emphasis as possible in their renewability. 

- White Paper - Delivering a Sustainable Energy Future for Irelarid 2007-2020 
This paper sets out a strategic goal to accelerate the growth of renewable energy sources, reduce 
reliance on fossil fuels and to increase the ratio of renewable energy sources in the overall production 
of electricity to 33% by 2020. It sets out a clear path for meeting the Government’s goals of ensuring 
safe and secure energy supplies, promoting a sustainable energy future, and supporting 
competitiveness. The second annual Carbon Budget was presented by the governnient on the 15th 
October 2008. This contained an undertaking to modify tlie Energy White Paper and increase the 
2020 target for electricity generation from renewable sources to 40% from 33%. 

- Midlarid Regional Planning Guidelines 201 0-2022 
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G o d  8: To proinote the development of the Region in the delivery of renewable energy particularly 
recognising the regions existing energy infrastructure. 
Policy 31 Encourage the development of the Midlands Region as a key driver in the delivery of 
renewable energy. 
Policjj 32 Support the Midland Energy Agency to assist the Local Authorities and other stakeholders 
in delivering energy efficiency solutions, stimulating the increased uptake of renewable energy 
sources and promotion of clean and sustainable transport. 
Policy 35 Subsidiary Plans will seek to facilitate the minimisation of emissions to the air of 
greenhouse gases in accordance with the Kyoto Protocol, any subsequent international agreement and 
the National Climate Change Strategy. h this regard, the Authority will support any appropriate 
initiatives taken to provide for more sustainable fomis of energy use. 

- Westnteatli Cnirrrty Developrrrertt Plan 2008-2014 

P-IF16 

P-IF17 

It is the policy ofthe Plciiiiiing Aiitlzority to promote reneivcible,for.nis of energy where 
it is consistent Ivitli the proper plcinniiig aiicl sListriincible clevelopnzent o fc in  ~ 1 - e ' ~ .  
It is the policy of the Co~incil to.fiivoiir the use of renewable energy cis ci contribiition 
to the energy demcind of ull iiew buildings. 

- Bio-erreugy 
There are many bio energy fuel sources, and several conversion alternatives (i.e. indirect sources that 
can be converted into bio fuel). All dry resources; wood and wood residues (forest or sawmill 
residues) and dry agricultural residues such as straw, can be combusted to produce heat, electricity or 
both, and can also be cofired in existing solid fuel systems. Energy crops, principally short rotation 
coppice, can also produce dry fuels for combustion. Wet resources can be processed through 
anaerobic digestion, producing a methane-rich gas for combustion. Such resources include 
agricultural slurries, sewage sludge, food and catering wastes and the biodegradable fraction of 
municipal solid waste. An additional particular bio-energy resource is landfill gas, which can be 
collected at landfill sites and then combusted to extract its energy value. 

P-RDE8 It is the policy of the Council to support the development of the bio-energy industry. 

Section 2.5.4 - Natural Heritage 
County Westmeath supports a range of diverse and species rich habitats including peatlands, lakes, 
woodlands, grasslands, eskers and hedgerows. The value of these habitats is recognised in the high 
number of sites within the county designated by the State for nature conservation value. 
0-EH2 To protect, ninnnge uiid erihriiice the ncitwcil heritcige, biodiversity, lciiiclsccipe cind 

envii-onment of' Cotinty Westmerith in recognition of its inzportcince cis N non- 
renewable reso~irce, iiiiiqiie identifier ciiid character of the county and cis N iiatiircil 
resoiirce asset. 
It is ci key objective to ensure NS jiir as possible that developnzent does not inzpact 
adversely oii wildlife habitats and species. In the interests of stistainability, 
biodiversity should be coizserved,for the benefit offirtiire generations. 

0-EH3 

Section 2.5.4 - Special Protection Areas (SPAS) & Special Areas of Conservation (SACS) 
P-EH7 To pi-otect and consene wild bird species cind their habitats, especially rcii'e or 

vuliiercible species and regulcirly occiirring migratory species. 
P-EH8 To protect and coiisei-ve proposed canclidcite Special A i m s  of Consenxition. The most 

iuliiable wildlfe habitats in Westnzeath form part of ci iiationcil network of protected 
aivas and some species of ivild plunts and animals are protected by lmv. 
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P-EH9 

P-EH10 

Section 2.5.4 
P-EH12 

P-EH14 

, -  

To protect plant, anima/, species ciiicl habitats which have beeii ideiitified by the 
Hcibitcits Directive, Birds Directive, Wildlife Act ( I  976) ciiid (Anzendnieiit Act) 2000, 
eiiitl the Florxi Protectioii Order S.I No. 94 of 1999. 
To I-equire cppropi-icite eiivirwiiiieiitcrl cissessnient such cis EIA (Eiiviroiiiiieiitcil 
Inipeict Assessmelit) or ecologiccil cipprciiscil for developnzents iiot dir*ectly coiiiiected 
\vith 01' iiecessary to the nzcincigcnient of ci Eiiropeciii site, 01- o proposed Etiropecin 
Site cine1 ivliich are liliel~~ to hcive significant efects on the site iiidivielucill~~ or 
cuniulcitively. 

Natural Heritage Areas 
To protect cine1 corisenle Ncittii-cil Heritage Arecis eiiiel p ropved  Ncittii-cil Heritcige 
Arecis. 
To colistilt ivith nppr*opricite prescribed bodies ciiid Govei.rinieiit cigeiicies ivkeii 

cissessiiig development proposals c!fectiiig clesigimted sites oJ iicitioiicil inipoi fcriice. 

Section 2.5.4 - Local Sites of Biodiversity Value 
P-EH16 It is the Policy oft l ie CoiiiiciI to coiiseiw the existing wide rcinge qf:floi.ci, fiiuiici cind 

ivilcllifi habitats in the coiiiity tliroiigli the presei-vcitioii o j  ecologiccil corridors cine1 
ecologiccil netwoi4x These niz the 1zcibitat.r tlicit l id -  the cii-em of high nciture 
conserwition wiliie. 

Section 2.5.4 - Geology 
P-EH17 The Coiiiicil i-ecognise the need to ielentifi sites of geologiccil ciiicl geoiiioiphologic 

interest i i i  the Coiiiity ciiicl to protect these sites in the interest of' protecting OLW 

geological heritcigc. 

2.3.2 Flood Risk 
P-IF11 It is the policy ofthe Coiincil to ensure thcit neiv clevelopnzeiit is not itself siibject to 

ciii iiicippropricite risk of flooding c ind  docs riot iiicrecise flood risk 01- flood dcinicige at 
otliei- 1occitioii.v. 
To emirre tlzcit developnient tlicit i s  sensitive to tlie qfrects of flooding ivill genei+cilly 
not be peimitteel iii floor1 prone or mcir*giiicil cirecis. 
To liciise ivith the Ofice of Public Woi-ks (OPW) on rill issues involving river 
cl,-criiieige ciiid floocl r.elieJ especicilly ~vhen  cleciling witli arzy cppliccitions in the 
vicinity of iniportcint clrciiiicige chciiiiiels. 
To eiisui-e tlicit developineiit, incliidiiig rciising ground levels, iii cii-ecis licible to 
jloocling shoiilcl O I I I J J  be cciri-ied oiit I I  her-e it cciii be denionsti.cited tlieit it does riot 
niecisiirnbly reduce the jloodplciiii 

P-IF12 

0-IF20 

0-IF23 

2.6.2 Energy as a rural diversification opportunity 
At present, most of Ireland and the world's, energy needs are met by fossil fuels; oil, coal and natural 
gas. Reserves of these fuels are finite, and the present trend of increasing fossil fuel consumption is 
unsustainable. In the meantinie, combustion of fossil fuels contributes to problems such as air 
pollution and acid rain, with consequent damage to the environment and human health. The emission 
of greenhouse gases caused by fossil fuel combustion contributes to climate change. The development 
of renewable energy resources, replacing the need for conventional power plants, can help to conserve 
limited fossil fuel reserves, reduce environmental damage and slow the rate of climate change. 

Renewable energy production provides for sustainable diversification from more conventional forms 
of agriculture. 

P-RDE7 It is the policy of the Planning Authority to promote renewable forms of energy production 
where it is consistent with the proper planning and development of an area. Furthermore it is the 
policy of the Planning Authority to assess any proposals for such development in relation to a specific 
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evaluation of each site, including an evaluation of the potential impact of the development on the 
landscape and the amenities of the residents in the locality. 

Section 2.5.5 - Landscape Character Assessment 
The application site is located within character area 5 ‘Royal Canal Corridor’ of the Landscape 
Character Assessment typology map. 

Royal Canal Corridor 
The Royal Canal has been a historic feature of the Westmeath landscape since the early 1800s running 
east- west through the county and is an important amenity feature. The canal runs largely through 
low-lying areas with the surrounding corridor typified by grassland, peatland aiid some areas of 
conifer plantation. The canal corridor is largely rural in nature apart from the urban centre of 
Mullingar. To the west of Mullingar the canal traverses a rural landscape of high scenic quality with 
undulating landform and mature vegetation cover of hedgerows and treelines. Some large conifer 
plantations border the canal towpath are feature of the landscape and dominate the visual corridor 
where present. The canal corridor includes features of vernacular architecture such as stone bridges, 
lock keeper’s cottages, lock gates and milestones which enhance the waterway. 

- 
The proposal falls within the scope of Part 2, Schedule 5 - Development for the purposes of Part 10 
(Environmental hipact Assessment) of the 200 1, Planning and Development Regulations 200 1-2006. 
The application is accompanied by an EIS, as required under these regulations. The relevant policies 
contained in tlie Westmeath County Development Plan have been set out above. A pre-planning 
consultation was carried out in respect of the development as required under section 2.6.2 of the 
County Development Plan 2008-2014. The proposed development is also the subject of a waste 
licence application to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

En viron 111 erz tal Iiripa ct Statern en t 

- Public Coiisirltatiorz 
A public information meeting was held at the Downs GAA hall on the 26“’ April 201 1. The applicants 
state that a number of statutory and non-statutory organisations were consulted, a list of the bodies 
consulted is provided under section 1.5 of Chapter 1 of the EIS. 

- Appropriate Assessment: 
An Appropriate Assessment is now a standard legal requirement for all plans and projects likely to 
have a significant impact on European sites (Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) or Special 
Protection Area (SPA). Given the works proposed as part of this application aiid its distance from tlie 
nearest Nautra site (River Boyiie and River Blackwater (Site Code 2299) which lies 6.6hn away at a 
tributary near Clonlost) it is considered that the proposal would not give rise to significant adverse 
direct, indirect or secondary impacts on the integrity of any nearby Natura 2000 sites having regard to 
their conservation objectives, arising from the development. 

- Letters of Coiztract 
Appendix H of the EIS contains signed documentation indicating the individuals / companies who are 
willing to supply the feedstock to the Bioenergy Facility and accept the digestate / soil conditioner for 
placement on their lands subject to compliance with the respective nutrient management plans. 1)Paul 
Flynn (1,000tonnes p/a), 2)Paul Connor (2,00Otonnesp/a), 3) WmButtinier & Sons (4,000 tonnes p/a), 
4) Frances Flynn (900 tonne p/a), 5),Mathew Glennon (2,700 tonne p/a), 6) Matt Dardis (700 tonne 
p/a), 7), Leo & Rose Wight (350 tonne p/a), S) Michael Fay (600 tome p/a), 9) William Fay (650 
tonnes p/a), lo), Pat Lynani (1,250 tonne p/a), 11) John Flynn (6,000 tonne p/a), 12) John Scalley 
(3,500 tonne p/a). 
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General Ii?fbrtitation; 

The proposed anaerobic digesters will be designed to receive c. 20,000 toimes/year of feedstock 
sourced in the local area including agri-industiy slurries, energy crops, food processing wastes and 
will also process Category 2 ABP material. The locations of feedstock suppliers and receiver locations 
for the product have been identified within the application. All of the feedstock suppliers and the 
product receivers are within 50 kilometres of the proposed development site. 

Agricultural biogas production offers several environmental benefits. Electricity and heat are reduced 
from a renewable energy source, thus CO2 emissions that enhance the greenhouse effect are reduced. 
Anaerobic Digestion raises the NH4-N content and decreases the carbon content of animal manure, 
therefore its fertilising qualities improve and less mineral N-fertiliser is needed. Production of mineral 
N-fertiliser is an  energy consuming process connected with high CO2 emissions from burning fossil 
fuels. Due to the reduced carbon content, greenhouse gas emissions during manure storage decline, 
the use of organic wastes as co-substrates instead of their dumping additionally reduces methane 
emissions. The Bioenergy Facility associated with this application facilitates primarily agricultural 
feedstock. 

The EPA have recognised the importance of AD as highlighted in the EPA discussion document 
published in Januaty 2005 entitled ‘Anaerobic Digestion: Benetits for Waste Management, 
Agriculture, Energy and the Environment’. Anaerobic digestion extracts energy in the form of biogas 
from organic waste. The process provides several environmental benefits. Digestion of agricultural 
slurries yields a substance that has a lower pollution potential and is more suitable than raw slurries 
for plant uptake. Global warming dividends arise because electricity generated from biogas displaces 
fossil fuel generated electricity and thiis reduces dioxide emissions to the environment.’ 

The AD process can be used to turn residues from livestock fanning, food processing industries, 
waste water treatment sludge, water treatment plant sludge among other organic wastes into biogas. 
The biogas can be used to generate heat and/or electricity and fibre which can be used as a soil 
conditioner. AD has the potential to deliver multiple enviroimental benefits, including reduced water 
pollution, lower greenhouse gas emissions, and reduced odours from agricultural slurries. In places 
that have high concentrations of animal waste threatening water quality centralised AD can play a 
significant role in managing the problem. 

Need for Proposed Development & Regulatory Background 
The food processing and agricultural industries in Lreland generate substantial quantities of 
nonhazardous organic wastes and sludges. Circa 132 million wet tomes of agricultural slurries, 
wastewaters, effluent and sludges are generated in  Ireland annually. These industrial and agricultural 
organic wastes are, in the absence of alternative disposal or treatment options, disposed of presently 
by land spreading or by landfilling. 

Description of Design, Size and Scale 
The development site including the entrance road from the proposed N4 Downs grade separation will 
occupy c. 2.3 ha. The proposed development is located to the rear of an existing agri related business 
within the centre of the landholding. The site will be coiistructed and graded over its extent with the 
lowest finished levels being proposed at the north-eastem end of the site, 94.50111 OD, rising gradually 
to a height of 96.50m OD at the south-westem end of the site. 

Components of the proposed development; 
1. Adnr inisfration 
The administration area is located at the western margin of the proposed facility and will comprise a 
single storey office and staff facilities. There is one weighbridge located to the south of this building 
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on the main access road for weighing of vehicles entering and exiting the facility. The weighbridges 
will be manned froin the administration building. 

2. Waste Acceptance 
Tlie waste acceptance building is located in tlie south western comer of the site, within the waste 
acceptance building offloading of tlie waste will take place only when the waste vehicle is suitably 
parked and the doors to the reception building are closed. An air curtain, or similar, inmediately 
inside the reception building and extractor fans with associated biofilters will mitigate against any 
odour. Pits located to the north of the site will accept maize and grass silage to be fed into tlie hoppers 
associated with the digesters. A slurry tank located to tlie north west of the site will accept slurries 
from cattle and pigs in the area, which will be subsequently pumped directly to tlie digesters. 

3. Process 
The process area will comprise the following: 

- Reception Building 
- Mixing Tank 
- Test Digesters 
- Raw Material Storage 
- Pre-Storage 
- Digesters 
- Digestate Storage 
- Biofilter 
- Recycle Water 
- Hygenisation 
- Gas Cleaning Evaporation 
- Cogeneration 
- Flare 

4. Storage 
The two post digestion storage tanks are located to tlie south of the facility which will store tlie liquid 
fraction product prior to dispatch for use in the agricultural and horticultural industries. The storage 
area provides for the storage of materials between November and March when land spreading is 
currently prohibited. 

5. Principal Processes & Activities 
Tlie planned bioenergy facility will combine anaerobic digestion technology to treat nonhazardous 
organic wastes, generate electrical power and produce a useful soil conditioner. The facility will 
comprise a number of distinct process units namely; 

- Waste acceptance 
- Waste conditioning 
- Waste processing 
- Hygienisation 
- Biogas treatment 
- Cogeneration Unit 
- 

- Storage 
Biofilter and odour control system 

Processes 
Waste arriving at the facility will be processed in the following way: 

- Waste Acceptance 
All waste vehicles entering and exiting the facility will be weighed on a calibrated weighbridge. Each 
waste load arriving at the facility will be registered by weight, waste type and supplier. Analytical 
data regarding testing conducted at source prior to arrival at tlie facility will also be documented on 
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arrival. A visual assessment of each load will be conducted where suspect loads will be directed for 
quarantine. Any wastes not deemed acceptable at the site will be returned to the waste producer. 

Once a preliminary waste analysis is confirmed to be within the defined parameters for acceptable 
waste, tlie waste load will pass into tlie reception bin and is auger fed to the mixing tanks. Waste 
which fails to meet the strict waste acceptance criteria will not be accepted into tlie facility for 
treatment, and will be returned to tlie waste producer. All wastes entering the facility which meets tlie 
initial waste acceptance criteria will be directed to tlie waste reception building. The waste reception 
building will utilise an air curtain, or similar, inmediately inside tlie door, any nialodorous air will be 
directed to a biofilter via an extraction fan. 

- Waste Conditioning 
One tank is foreseen for the storage of liquid waste streams which can be pumped directly towards the 
mixing tank. The solid waste streams are first crushed and collected in a storage container with a push 
floor. The solid waste streanis are transported to the mixing tank via a series of transport screws. The 
liquid, pre-treated, waste streanis and dilution water are subsequently mixed in the mixing tank. A top 
entry mixer ensures an intensive mixing of the three separate flows, solids, liquids and dilution water. 
Tlie mixing tank also acts to remove heavy objects like stones which sink to the bottom of the tank 
and are removed through a scraper. 

Tlie water requirement for the facility is as follows . 
. . 

Anaerobic Digestion: 3,000ni3 per year (This will primarily be recycled water from 
tlie rainwater harvesting, leachate storage tank from tlie Silage storage pits) 
Biogas Cleaning: 8ooni3 per year (rainwater preferably (softened water)) 
Odour Treatment: 800ni3 per year (rainwater and/or tap water) 

The input mix is pumped from the mixing tank to the hydrolysis tank where the first degradation of 
tlie biomass is achieved. Hydrolysis is theoretically the first step of AD, during which tlie complex 
organic ,matter (polymers) is decomposed into smaller units (mono- and oligomers). During 
hydrolysis, polymers like carbohydrates, lipids, nucleic acids and proteins are converted into glucose, 
glycerol, purines and pyridines. Hydrolytic niicroorganisnis excrete hydrolytic enzymes, converting 
biopolymers into simpler and soluble compounds. A variety of micro organisms are involved in 
hydrolysis, which is carried out by exoenzyiiies, produced by those niicroorganisnis which decompose 
the undissolved particulate material. Tlie products resulted from hydrolysis are further decomposed by 
the micro organisms involved and used for their own metabolic processes. 

From tlie pre-storage tanks all material will pass through a niacerator where shredding of waste will 
occur and particle sizes will be reduced to < 12nini to ensure easier transport of waste though pipes 
and tlie heat exchanger. The input mix is further pumped towards the digesters. 

- Waste Processing 
Tlie anaerobic degradation of tlie organic waste streanis will occur under therniophilic conditions 
which mean that the temperatures are maintained between 50°C to 55°C. In order to maintain tlie 
design temperature of 54"C, a recycled digestate is heated up in tlie heat exchanger using the HT heat 
from the CHP unit. The heated recycled digestate is mixed with the influent flow by means of an 
inline mixer. Operation temperature influences the toxicity of ammonia. Ammonia toxicity increases 
with increasing temperature and can be relieved by decreasing tlie process temperature. 

The digesters consist of a Continuously Stirred Tank Reactor (CSTR) with a double membrane roof as 
gas storage. The mixing is done by four side entry mixers, 2 mixers at mid-height and 2 mixers at the 
gas-liquid phase to avoid crust formation. The produced biogas is sent to a desulphurisation unit and 
afterwards to the CHP unit. 

- Hygienisation 
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The effluent from the digester is hygienised in order for the liquid and solid digestate to be used as an 
agricultural product. Before entering the hygienisation unit, the digestate is continuously heated up in 
a heat exchanger using the HT-heat form the CHP unit. The heated digestate is pumped into an 
isolated circular tank where the temperature is maintained at 70°C for at least a one hour period. 

- Biogas Treatment 
In order to avoid corrosion in the CHP exhaust line and to achieve low SOX emissions, the biogas is 
first desulphurised before entering the CHP. The biogas flow is sent to the biogas washer with a 
compressor. After the desulphurisation, the biogas is dehumidified in a condensate separator and 
compressed before entering the CHP. A safety flare is foreseen for burning the biogas during 
maintenance of the CHP engines. Biogas production must be maintained as stable and constant as 
possible. Inside the digester, biogas is fonned in fluctuating quantities and with perfoniiance peaks. 
When biogas is utilised in e.g. a CHP unit, the demand for biogas can vary during the day. To 
compensate for all these variation, the applicant states it is necessary to temporarily store the 
produced biogas, in appropriate storage facilities. 

The biogas storage established on top of digesters, using a gas tight membrane, which has also the 
function of digester cover. The biogas storage facilities can be operated at low, medium or high 
pressure. All biogas storage facilities must be gas tight and pressure-resistant, and in case of storage 
facilities which are not protected by buildings, they must be UV-, temperature- and weather proof. 
Before starting-up the biogas plant, the gas storage tanks must be checked for gas tightness. For safety 
reasons, they must be equipped with safety valves (under-pressure and over-pressure) to prevent 
damages and safety risks. Explosion protection must also be guaranteed and an emergency flare is 
required. The gas storage facility must have the minimum capacity corresponding to one fourth of the 

I daily biogas production. 

- Cogeneration Unit 
The biogas produced during the digestion process is desulphurised in a BELGASB washer and sent to 
the CHP units. It is planned to use two CHP units to facilitate the process, the type of engine selected 
is the Jenbacher J316GMD. With this selection, one CHP engine will run at 100% charge and the 
other at a charge of 65%. The use of the different heat sources from the CHP unit is summarised 
below: . Part of the HT heat is used for maintaining the temperature in the anaerobic reactor at 

54OC. 
Part of the HT heat is used for the hygienisation process 
The applicant states that the remaining heat can be used by the applicant as they 
envisage that the remaining heat could be put to use external to the application site 
and could facilitate premises in the area. 

. . 
- 

In the biofilters the odour components in the air are removed by the bacteria which grow on the 
substrate inside the biofilters. The biofilters are kept damp using some of the process water. 

Biofilter and odour control system 

- Occupants/Staffing 
There will be approximately 10 full time employees at the proposed facility not including visitors to 
the site which could be up to 6 visitors some days. Such visitors may comprise general visitors, 
customers, local authority and Environmental Protection Agency staff. Additional staff movements at 
the proposed facility may be generated by deliveries, general maintenance staff, cleaning contractors, 
security and monitoring personnel. 

- On-Site Waste/Personnel Movements 
All waste material transported to the proposed facility will be directed to the waste acceptance 
building for unloading. Movement of materials on-site during the digestion process will be conducted 
by means of a pumped piping network and belt conveyor system. 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 28-01-2014:23:26:35



- De-sludging 
De-sludging of process tanks will be required at regular intervals. The process of digester tank 
desludging will be detailed in the facility SOP’S. 

- Connection to Substation 
There is a requirement for a connection to the 20kVa Line located imnediately to the north of the site. 
A connection application has been completed and forwarded to ESB Networks 

- Water 
The potable water requirements for the facility will be supplied via a 100mni dia watennain located 
on the existing site. Water required for the biogas cleaning may have to softened before use. 

- Sanitary Services 
All foul water generated at the facility will be facilitated by an onsite percolation and distribution 
systems. 

The t h e e  principal aspects of the coininunity surrounding the subject site can be defined as follows: 
0 The resident community i! The working coininunity [I The visiting coinniunity 

Tlie resident coiiiniciiiity 
The site of the proposed development is located south of the established residential area along the 
Killucan Road, to the east of Mullingar. There is also residential units located to the south and 
southeast along the existing N4 Dublin Sligo dual carriage way. As such, the wider residential 
coiiuiiunity will become aware of any impact as a result of the proposed developinent. 

Tlie worliing contntrrnity 
The working community in the vicinity of the subject site is mainly located in the existing commercial 
premises to the south of the site consisting of Flyim Fuels, Flynn Feed and Flynn Machinery. The 
remaining eniploynient would be agricultural based and Genesis/ Mullingar Pewter located on the N4. 

Tli e visiting coin in ii it ity 
The visiting community is likely to consider the area as a typical residential with commuter on the N4 
and going to and from Mullingar and Dublin - Sligo. 

Given the overall scale of the proposed development, some potential adverse impacts inay occur 
locally during the construction phase. It is expected that these short term temporary localised impacts 
inay be experienced by the resident, working and visiting communities. Such impacts would include 
an increase in daytime noise levels in the area as a result of the machinery being used for construction 
purposes and also by construction traffic depending on its frequency and routing. The adjoining 
resident communities inay experience the above impacts in a number of ways. The community may 
experience a slight change in mobility as a result of increased traffic on the road network. 

The site is bounded to the north by the Regional Road, The Downs to Killucan road (R156), to the 
east by agricultural land, to the west by agricultural lands and proposed N4 The Downs Grade 
Separation and to the South by N4 Dual Carriageway. The nearest residence is to the south, which is 
in excess of 1 loin. The remaining residences are located in all directions from the site circa 3oom 
from the application site however the majority of dwellings are located in excess of 500111 from the 
site boundaries. In order to safeguard residential amenity the applicant will be requested to assess 
odour and noise issues as a result of the proposed development for all dwellings located within 300ni 
of the application site. Further infonnation is requested in this regard. 
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The potential effects of extreme weather events for this development have not been discussed. This is 
particularly relevant as there are a number of drainage channels in the vicinity of tlie proposed 
development which appear to be connected to the Royal Canal. In November 2009, more than twice 
the average rainfall amounts were measured at almost all Irish Weather Stations, and over t h e e  times 
the nornial amount fell in some places. At the meteorological weather station in nearby Mullingar, 
the annual rainfall for 2009 was 28% greater than the average for the period 1961 - 1990. It is 
considered appropriate that due regard be given to the effects of excessive rainfall on drainage 
channels which in turn may be adversely affected during construction and operational phases of the 
development. Further information is requested in this regard. 

Odour Monitoring Ireland was commissioned by ORS Consulting Ltd to perfonn a dispersion 
modelling assessment of proposed emission limit values for a range of pollutants which could 
potentially be emitted from the proposed anaerobic digestion facility to be located in Bio Agrigas Ltd, 
Newdown. The assessment allowed for the examination of proposed short and long term ground level 
concentrations (GLC's) of compounds as a result of the operation of proposed emission points - Gas 
utilisation engine 1 (AEPl), Gas utilisation engine 2 (AEP2), Odour control unit 1 to 3 (AEP3). The 
main compounds assessed included Carbon monoxide, Oxides of nitrogen, Sulphur dioxide, Total 
particulates, total non methane volatile organic compounds (as Benzene) and Odour. It is stated within 
the EIS that a detailed impact and dispersion modelling assessment, in which tlie EIS concludes that it 
was demonstrated that no significant e~ivironinental impact will exist if tlie source characteristics and 
emission limit value in the waste gases are achieved. 

Issues relating to Air Quality 
It has been observed that the results of the dispersion air quality modelling perfornied on behalf of the 
developer refers only to the operational phase of the proposed facility. The potential impacts on air 
quality during construction phase have not been comprehensively discussed. It is considered 
appropriate that due consideration be given to air quality issues which might arise during the 
construction phase and mitigation measures outlined which may be required. Further infomiation is 
requested in this regard. 

ORS Environmental Consultants conducted an assessment into the likely noise impacts associated 
with tlie construction and operational phase of a proposed bio energy facility. 

The EIS under section six states that in order to assess the current noise climate in the vicinity of the 
site measurements were taken at the nearest noise sensitive locations to the site. In total, the existing 
noise climate was monitored at four locations. In all cases the sound level meter (SLM) was located 
1.5 meters above ground level and at least 2 meters away from any sound reflecting objects. 

Moititoriizg Locatioizs 

- 
- 
- 
- 

NSL 1 Located c.495m to the north west of the proposed plant 
NSL 2 Located c.500m to the north east of the proposed plant 
NSL 3 Located c.360m to the south west of the proposed plant 
NSL 4 Located c.370m to the south east of the proposed plant 

It is stated within the EIS that during the construction phase of the proposed devc,,apment, noise levels 
at the site when measured at noise sensitive locations in tlie vicinity shall not exceed 75dB(A) 

    
    

    
    

    
For

 in
sp

ec
tio

n p
ur

po
se

s o
nly

.

Con
se

nt 
of

 co
py

rig
ht 

ow
ne

r r
eq

uir
ed

 fo
r a

ny
 ot

he
r u

se
.

EPA Export 28-01-2014:23:26:35



between 07:OO and 19:OO hours Monday to Saturday inclusive, excluding public holidays and Sunday, 
and 45dB(A) at any other time. 

Issues raised Noise and Vibration Assessment 
0 The Noise Sensitive Locations as outlined in Appendix C are noted, however, there are 2 

dwellings and a third at advanced construction stage that have not been considered. These 
properties are located southeast by east from the proposed site on the same side of the N4 as 
the proposed development. The properties NSL3 and NSL4 are on opposite carriage way of 
tlie existing N4 and are protected from tlie proposed location by existing wooden fence and 
vegetative screening along tlie N4 boundary approximately 2 metres high. 
Only one measurement i.e. 30 minute daytime, 15 minute night-time, was taken per Noise 
Sensitive Location. We query whether this is statistically representative. Guidance 
documents recommend sampling over different days at different times or at least over a 
typical 4 hour daytime period and a minimuni of 2 hours during night- time. 
The weather conditions for sampling period i n  March are described as ‘neutral’, providing 
little detail. There are discrepancies between this and the summary report for March by Met 
Eireann. 
A single frequency of 500Hz have been assumed for a number of sources, including 
Bioscrubbers, Digester Fans, Pre-digestion Storage Pumps which are an integral part of the 
operation of the facility. The frequency and tonal impacts of these potential noise sources 
requires further consideration. 
The report has not considered in detail the specifics relating to vibration from the construction 
phase. Information has not been provided on ground type and states that ‘piling or rock 
breaking’ is not anticipated. This is not based on specific infonnation. Further infonnation 
on ground type should be available so that an informed decision can be made on construction 
works necessary. Further infonnation is requested in this regard. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

This section of the EIS has been prepared by ORS Consulting Engineers and assesses tlie impact the 
proposed development is llkely to have on the soils, geology and hydrogeology in the vicinity of the 
proposed development and the potential impacts that may arise during both the construction and 
operational phases. It is stated that tlie operational phase of tlie development is not expected to pose 
any significant risk to groundwater flow or the prevailing hydrological conditions in the locality. It is 
stated that it is not anticipated that there will be any adverse impact on the prevailing groundwater 
quality as there will be no discharges from the proposed process to groundwater at this location. 

Issues raised relating to Soils, Geology, Hydropeology Assessment 
- Drvt Geology- It is stated uiidei- sectioii 7.3.2.2. of the EIS “As the proposed development 

has not progressed to detailed design stage yet, no site investigative work has been 
completed”. 

In order to assess the impacts of the proposed development on ground water it is considered important 
that the appropriate soil quality investigations be completed. 

- Hydrogeology - It is stated tincler sectioii 7.3.2.5. “As the proposed development i s  not as yet 
subject to detailed design, no site investigation works have been carried out and no subsurface 
data of the site is available”. 
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Prior to any assessment of the adequacy or otherwise of mitigation measures for potential adverse 
effects created by the development, it is necessary in the first instance to detail the nature of the 
hydrogeology. Therefore, it is considered that this section of the EIS is inadequate. 

- Bedrock Geolog~~ - It is stated iii7dei- section 7.4.1.2 "Depth of bedrock beneath the proposed 
facility is unknown. It is expected that construction on the site will not affect the bedrock". 

Further site investigations may be required to determine the effects of bedrock depth and types on 
hydrology. You are requested to address this issue. 

. It is stated under. sectioii "No sites or features designated or identified as being of geological interest 
will be affected by the construction of the proposed facility. The geology in the locality is of low 
sensitivity and therefore predicted effects will have negligible or no significance to geology'' 

As no site investigative work has been completed it is difficult to substantiate this statement without 
further study of the proposed developinent area. 

- Hydrology & Hydrogeology - It is stcited zii7clel- sectioii 7.4.1.3. "Locally important aquifers 
are generally not a significant source of water" and "This system has subject to a full site 
suitability assessment by a registered assessof'. 

It is impossible to comment on the suitability of such a system as the statement itself is unclear. A 
comprehensive assessment of the potential effects of such a treatment system on the hydrology and 
hydrogeology is requested in order for the planning authority to assess the suitability of such a system. 

Furthermore, it has been stated in this EIS that 
The area underlying the proposed site itself is classified as being of moderate vulnerability. 
The hydro-geological classification of the bedrock beneath the subject site was obtained from 
the GSI. This area is considered to contain a locally important aquifer. 
No source protection areas in vicinity of the site. 

This section of the EIS requires further investigation. A survey of local wells and predicted impacts of 
the proposed development on the groundwater which supplies these wells shall also be carried out and 
detail of same submitted to the planning authority. 

I /  is stated z/iic/ei- sectioii 7.4.3 'iGroundwater is not utilised i n  the iniiiiediate area and there are no 
wells hydraulically down gradient of the proposed development". 

The nature of the bedrock, drift geology, etc. will largely determine the flow of groundwater. 
Therefore, based on the above statement, it is difficult to see how an observation of the gradient of the 
landscape alone will affect local wells. In addition to this, it has been observed that there are wells in 
the vicinity of the proposed development. 

It is stated iindel- sectioii 7.5.2 "There are no foreseeable impacts on geology, no mitigation measures 
are recommended". 

With regard to soils, hydrology and geology the assessment of the receiving environment has not 
received due consideration. The applicant will be requested to undertake the appropriate assessments 
to determine the predicted impacts of this development on soils, hydrology and geology. 
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Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd has prepared this report for ORS Consulting Engineers on 
behalf of Bio Agrigas Ltd to assess the impact, if any, on the archaeological, architectural and cultural 
heritage resource of a proposed Bio-Energy Plant at Newdown, County Westmeath. ‘Cultural 
Heritage’ where used generically, is an over-arching tenn applied to describe any combination of 
archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage features, where the term ‘archaeological heritage‘ is 
applied to objects, monuments, buildings or landscapes of an (assumed) age typically older than 
AD1 700 (and recorded as archaeological sites within the Record of Monuments and Places). The tenn 
‘cultural heritage’, where used specifically, is applied to other (often less tangible) aspects of the 
landscape such as historical events, folklore memories and cultural associations. 

There are six recorded monuments located within 1 hn radius of the site, including three ringforts 
(WM027-002, WM020-105 and WM020-106), two earthwork sites (WM027-001 and WM027-004) 
and a trackway (WM027-003). Two burnt mounds were recently identified in close proximity to the 
proposed access road to the proposed development area (Licence Refs: 1 1 E020 and OSE0325). There 
are no protected structures listed in the townland of Newdown. 

Due to the archaeological nature of the surrounding landscape and the topography of the proposed 
development area, the planning authority concur with the mitigation measures proposed which include 
archaeological testing be undertaken across the proposed developinent area to determine tlie presence 
or absence of previously unknown arcl~aeological features. The applicant will be conditioned in this 
regard. 

The impact of tlie proposed development is stated as being ’total’ on a part of the site in that the 
existing habitat will be removed and replaced by hard standing, tanks and storage pits. It is stated 
within the EIS that the land has no feature of heritage or biodiversity interest this cannot be seen as a 
significant negative impact. There will be no impact on iroundwater and the aerial effluents produced 
by combustion are carbon dioxide and water. The area is not designated as of ecological interest and 
the closest such site is the Royal Canal, a pNHA (Code 2103). This lies Ikni to the southwest and 
there is no ecological connection between the two as the stream from the bog edge passes under the 
Canal. The nearest Natura site is the River Boyne and River Blackwater (Site Code 2299) which lies 
6.61Un away at a tributary near Clonlost. Once again there is no ecological connection with it. Since 
there will not be negative impacts on flora or fauna from the development there are no specific actions 
required to mitigate them. However the boundary hedge will have a benefit to local wildlife by adding 
to tlie habitat available. Suitable native species include oak, ash, alder, hawthorn and grey willow 
Salix cinerea. 

It is stated within the EIS that the fauna of the site is very limited because of tlie lack of cover and the 
uniformity of the habitat. The only inanimal that there was evidence of was brown rat though foxes 
and hares are likely to visit in  tlie course of feeding. Frogs may also be present in  summer but there is 
no breeding water closer than the bog drains. Birdlife is similarly limited and only farniland birds 
such as rook, jackdaw, hooded crow and woodpigeon were seen on the site visit. Starling, redwing 
and meadow pipit flew over, as did a few black-headed gull. A fringe of nettle Urtica dioica occurs 
around the existing feed plant and this species is also abundant along the hedges to the west. The 
hedges are based on a bank and consist mostly of hawthorn Crataegus nionogyna and bramble Rubus 
fruticosus with occasional beech trees Fagus sylvatica of small size. A field away, at the end of the 
access road, there are a few ashes Fraxinus excelsior and some wild rose Rosa canina grows here too. 
The planning authority consider the mitigation measures proposed to be appropriate. 
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The nearest settlement to the development is the town of Mullingar, a number of other settlements in 
the area include Killucan, Coralstown and The Downs. The proposed facility will provide 
employment opportunities, both directly on the site, and indirectly for spin-off and service providers 
during both construction and operational phases. There is an electrical supply to the northeast corner 
of the site adjacent to the site boundary. From this an existing 20kVA electrical distribution line 
crosses the site in a northsouth direction. The waste-to-energy plant will convert the thennal energy 
produced by the combustion of the waste to produce a IMW of electricity. The line on the proposed 
site will be installed as an underground cable and hence will not have any visual impact. Planning 
permission is not required for an underground cable of this size and the final route for the cable will 
be determined by the ESB. Connection to the National Grid inay be the subject of a separate 
application. This will be the responsibility of the ESB. There is no gas main on the area of the 
proposed development. It is not envisaged that the development will require connection to this main. 
The process water requirements will be in  two stages (i) Start up Demand (priming the system) and 
(ii) Operational Demand. To prime the system will take a period of approximately 45 days. This 
process will be continuous i.e. 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, meaning no peak deiiiand will occur. 
After the 45 day start-up period the waste will enter the building and receive further treatment. This 
process will be continuous meaning no peak deiiiand will occur. A rainwater harvesting system is 
proposed to be installed to supply the required water for toilets in the building and some of the 
required process water. 

At peak operation it is envisaged that 10 persons would be employed on site throughout the day. 
Potable water will be supplied by connection to the existing watennain to the Southwest of the 
proposed site. To ensure a regular supply of water for the treatment process a water storage tank will 
be provided. A water storage tank for fire fighting purposes shall also be installed. There is no foul 
sewage system on the site at present. During the construction phase effluent generated on site will 
discharge to temporary sewage containment facilities prior to transport and treatment off site. During 
operation, domestic sewage from toilets, changing and kitchen areas will discharge via the foul 
drainage system into on site effluent treatment systems, from which it will then be discharged to 
percolating area. All surface water runoff will be contained and treated on site. 

Within the site adequate provision will be made for the installation of refuse collection bins. Domestic 
waste generated on site will be recycled where appropriate or treated in the anaerobic digestion 
process. Provisions for the installation of recycling collection bins will be proviied on site where 
necessary. Domestic waste generated on site froin canteen areas etc will be recycled where 
appropriate. Any hazardous waste generated on site including cleaning agents, oils, batteries, paints 
etc will be sent to an Environmental Protection Agency approved waste disposal company for 
appropriate disposaVrecovery. Some site utilities will require upgrading for the development of the 
waste-to-energy facility. Among the changes that will be required will be the relocation of the existing 
20kVA line which crosses the site i n  a North to South direction, connecting the electricity 
transmission network to the existing commercial premises. 

Section 10.8.4. of the EIS states that "There is no foul sewage system on the site at present. During 
the construction phase effluent generated on site will discharge to temporary sewage containment 
facilities prior to transport and treatment off site.'' 

No detail or information on this facility has been provided and if incorrectly operated could be a 
potential source of pollution. The applicant will be requested to address this issue by way of further 
information. 
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The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment report was compiled by ORS Consulting Engineers. 
Trees on site are confined to those contained within the hedgerows which form the field bouiidaiy 
along the north-western edge of the site and along the strip of land which will form the access road to 
the site. There are no significant woodlands or stands of trees on or around the site. The primary 
hedgerow tree species are Beech ( Fagus Sylvatica ) and are typical of those contained within the 
surrounding hedgerows, with a single Spruce tree (Pinea) located on the site boundary. The subject 
site itself is agricultural in the forni of pasture. The iininediate surrounding environment, located 
between the R156 Killucan Road to the north and the N4 National Route to the south, is also 
agricultural land with a mix of pasture and tillage. Flynn Feeds agri-industrial premises is located 
inimediately to the south of the site. Further south the land is primarily agricultural with pockets of 
residences along the N4, with the Royal Canal located further to the south. To the east the agricultural 
land reduces in quality with much of the area covered in scrub woodland and marshland. To the north 
and north-west, located along the R156 Killucan Road, are a nuniber of residences forming ribbon 
development along the road, which also includes a school, shop and GAA sports pitches. The ground 
levels on the subject site fall gently from a height of approximately 97.5 metres O.D. at the south- 
western boundary to a height of approximately 94 metres O.D. metres along the north-eastem 
boundary. The ground levels along the strip of land which will foiin the entrance / access road to the 
site is generally at a height of approximately 96 metres O.D. 

The landscape character of the general area is of land i n  extensive agricultural use with pockets of 
residential units forming ribbon development along the approach roads to the town centre. The 
primary visual features on or around the site are the Flynn Feed agri-industrial storage buildings 
located adjacent to the south-west boundary of the subject site. There are also existing overhead 
powerlines which iun i n  a northerly direction across the site. There are no protected views or scenic 
routes in relation to the site. The proposed development will consist of the installation of an 
anaerobic digestion /bioenergy facility into the landscape. Access to the site will be off the proposed 
R156Killucan Road, which will run in a north-south direction approximately 225 metres to the west 
of the subject site. 

The proposed bcrillirtgs /structures 011 site corrrprise:- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Administration Building ( approximately 3.65 metres higld overall dimensions 16111 x 10.9111) 
Waste reception building ( approxiniately 1 1.9 metres high/ overall dimensions 24111 x 3 1 ni) 
5 pre-storage tanks ( approximately loin high/ overall diniensions20.8m x 11.6m) 
2 anaerobic digester tanks ( approximately 12.2 metres higld overall dimensions 2 4 . h  x 

2 post digestion storage tanks ( approximately 12.9 metres high/ overall dimensions 32111 x 
24.7111 ) 

32111 ) 
- 

- 3 silage storage pits 
- Slurry Tank 
- Leachate Tank 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Post digestion loading area ( approximately 7.6 metres higld overall diniensionslOni x 5.5111 ) 
Gas flare stack ( approximately 7 metres high ) 
Gas cleaning vessel ( approximately 8.7 metres high ) 
ESB transformer building ( approximately 3.4 metres/ high overall dimensions 7.4n-1 x 4.2m) 
Associated delivery yard, car parking, lighting, weigh-bridge, landscaping etc. 

Based on site assessment and examination of visual impact assessments carried out together with the 
scale of the proposal and mitigation measures proposed it is not considered that the proposed 
development would negatively impact upon the visual amenity of the surrounding area. It should be 
noted however that the EIS failed to have regard to the WCC landscape character Assessment 
typology map. The applicant will be requested to submit detailed landscape proposals and planting 
schedule together with the provision of a inininiuni 5 metre bernied strip along all site boundaries in 
order to further reduce potential visual impact. The colours of the materials for the external treatment 
of the structures are considered to be important to aid in the integration of the proposal. Further 
information is requested in this regard. 
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ORS Consulting Engineers conducted a Traffic and Transport Assessment so as to examine the traffic 
activity arising from the proposed development. The plant will consist of an anaerobic digestion 
facility that will possess up to a maximum of 20,000 tonnes of organic feedstock and produce 
electricity to use at the existing Tom Flyiin Feed’s facility and to sell any excess to the national grid. 
The organic feedstock will be primarily taken from existing sources, such as the adjacent pig farm and 
silage produced from the surrounding lands. Approximately less than half the material required will 
be delivered by vehicles using the public road network. 

The proposed site is located between the N4 dual carriageway and the R156 Killucan Road on the 
applicants land. The N4 dual carriageway lies to the south of the proposed site. The R156 runs to the 
north of the-site. The R156 and N4 connect at the N4 ‘The Downs’ at grade junction. It is proposed to 
close off this at-grade junction along with eight others and construct a new grade separated junction to 
improve the safety and capacity of the junctions along the N4. 

It is proposed that the access into the proposed development will access the road network via the new 
link road between the proposed N4 Grade Separated Junction and the R156. If the proposed N4 
scheme is not completed before the bio-gas plant, then an alternative access will be provided via 
upgrading an existing farm access on the R156. 

As part of the Government’s National Development Plan and the Transport 2 1, it is proposed to re- 
design the N4/Rl56 junction to a Grade Separated Junction. The N4 ‘The Downs’ grade separation 
development proposes the closure of the existing N4/R156 Killucan Road junction, the construction 
of a new grade separated junction located approximately 700m east of the existing N4/R156 junction, 
the construction of a single carriageway road to connect the new grade separated junction to the 
existing R156. The nine existing central reserve openings along the N4 between Clongawny and 
Newdown will be closed. The existing N4 junctions with local roads L1703 at Clongawny, LS05026 
at Newdown, Old N4 at Newdown and LT56031 at Newdown and the combined access to two 
properties at Clongawny will be closed. The grade separated junction will be a dumb-bell style grade 
separated junction comprising two roundabouts at the top of slip roads and an overbridge. A 745m 
reduced single carriageway connector road will be constructed from the northern roundabout of the 
grade separated junction to an existing RI  56/LS05603 junction. A roundabout will be constructed at 
this junction. The local roads LT56031 at Newdown and the old N4 at Newdown will be re-aligned 
for 230111 and 350m respectively to tie in to the roundabouts at the new grade separated junction. A 
480113 access road will be constructed from the re-aligned old N4 at Newdown to provide access to 
three properties. A 350m access road will be constructed at Clongawny to provide local access for two 
properties to the L1703. 

The reconstruction scheme described above is currently at tender stage for a design build contract. 
Based on the phasing of the proposed Anaerobic Digestion Plant it is proposed that the site access 
would be via the new link road between the grade separated junction and the roundabout on the R156. 
If this is not the case then an alternative access is also proposed via an alternative access directly off 
the R156 will be provided. The alternative access proposed will access the development off the R156 
via an existing access lane. This lane will require upgrading to ensure that it is as safe as possible for 
vehicles expected to arrive and depart the site. This laneway is currently marked via a public road sign 
on the R156. The lane way is along a straight stretch of road and sightlines in the order of 2.4m x 
160m are achievable. In order to improve safety at the access, two-way vehicle movements will be 
facilitated by increasing the width of the minor road access and the gradient into the site will also be 
revised. A future link road between the national road N4 interchange and the R156 will be constructed 
through the applicants land holding. It is the applicant’s intention to reconfigure the site access and 
connect to the proposed link road when it is suitable to do so. 
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WCC NRDO oftice have raised an issue with the proposed access to the application site in that the 
planning application is within the study area for the N4 The Downs Grade Separation Scheme and 
recommend refusal in relation to the following aspect of the planning application: 
“The proposed new entrance road to the proposed N4  Grade Separation Scheme shown on drawing 
number 1 11/001/201 submitted by the applicant is premature pending the construction of the proposed 
N4 The Downs Grade Separation Scheme. No access can be permitted from the proposed 
development to the proposed realigned R156 Coiinector Road as shown on the attached drawing 
B0756500/ENG/002 as this proposed scheme has not yet comnienced construction. The construction 
of the proposed N4 The Downs Grade Separation Scheme is subject to future NRA approvals and 
fiinding.” This issue shall be raised through further information request however it is considered 
taking into account the relatively low traffic volumes and nature of the proposal that the development 
can safely be accessed from the R-156 whilst pending the N4 The Downs Grade Separation Scheme. 
Further information is requested in this regard. 

The principal criteria for assessing the viability that the applicant focused on were: 
- Alternative processes 
- Alternative locations 
- Alternative designs 

It is accepted based on’the alternatives that the subject site is suitable with regard to capacity to host 
an Anaerobic Digestion Facility in close proximity to Mullingar - Grid Connection Point to produce a 
1MW electricity supply. A nuniber of alternative locations were considered for the proposed Bio 
energy Facility and assessed on the basis of Land Use, Proximity to electricity grid, Outlet for heat 
from electricity production, Landscape and visual capacity, Transport Infrastructure and Residential 
Amenity. It should be noted that all sites selected are within the lands in the ownership of the 
applicant. Option 2 is the location of the proposed development, and is considered to be an acceptable 
site selection in tenns of least visual impact. 
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Further Information Request & Conclusion; 
Further information was requested on the 19’h July 2011 as follows; 

1 i. 

I I .  

... 
1 1 1 .  

2. 

3i. 

1 1 .  

... 
111. 

iv. 

In order to safeguard residentiul anzenity yoti crre reqziested to ussess odo~ir and noise issties 
cis a restilt of the proposed development ,for a/ /  dvvel1iiigs located witlzin 3ooni of the 
appliccrtion site. 
You cire requested to siibniit detailed lcindscupe proposals and planting schediile togethel- 
with the provision o f  ci nzininiiim 5 metre bernzerl strip along rill site boundaries in order to 
jiirdier reduce potenticil visLici1 inipact. 
You m e  requested to siibniit sciniples of the proposed niatericils ancl colotirs of scinze jor the 
estei-nul ti’ecitnzent of the structures, lvhicli ivoiild aid in the integration of the proposal. 
Environment section of WCC considers the applicants response to be satisfactory 
subject to conditions. Landscape plan has been submitted. Applicants will be 
conditioned to revise landscape proposals to provide for semi-mature tree and native 
hedging outside proposed security fencing. Type of fencing proposed shall be 
conditioned. Proposed colour finish has been stated. The applicants will be conditioned 
to submit samples. 

The cotincil h c i w  conceriis ivitli regcird to the proposed ciccess to the cipplication site in thcit 
the plcinning cipplication is ivithin the sttidy cirea for the N4 The Do~vns Grade Sepcrrcition 
Schenze ancl the proposed iieiv entr-ciiice road to the proposed N4 Grcide Sepnrcitioii Scheme 
shown on draiving number 1 I1/001/201 submitted by the cippliccrnt is premature pending the 
constriiction of the proposed N4 The Doivns Grcrde Sepamtion Scheme. No mcess cui7 be 
perrnitted@onz the proposed development to the proposed realigned RI 56 Connector Road CIS 

shoivn on the attuched dimving B075650O/ENG/002 cis this proposed scheme hcis not yet 
coinnzenced constriiction. Y O L ~  w e  requested to address this issue and liaise with the NRDO 
oflice. 
The NRDO office raises no objection subject to conditions being attached in the event of 
a grant of permission. 

Drift Geology- It  is stated iinder section 7.3.2.2 oftlie EIS “As the pi-oposed development hcrs 
not progressed to detriiled dcsigii stcigc yet. no site investigutive work has been conipletecl”. 
In older- to iissess the inipacts of the proposed development on ground ivciter it is considered 
inipor-tcint that the cippropl-icite soil quality iiivestigcrtions be completed. Yoti ul‘e requested to 
uclcli-ess this issue. 
Hjvirogeology - It is stir fed iiiider. section 7.3 2.5. “As lhe proposecl development is not us yet 
subject to detailed design, no site investigution worL-s huve been carried out ancl no 
substirfcice dutci of the site is uvuiluble”. 
Prior to any assessment of the ci&qucicy or otherwise of niitigcition nzecrsiires for potential 
adverse effects crwited by the developnient, it is necessai y in the first instcince to detcril the 
nuttire of the hydrogeology. Therefore, it is considei*ed that this section of the EIS is 
inadequate. Yon are requested to uddress this issue. 
Bedrock Geology - It is stcited iinder section 7.4.1.2 “Depth of bedrock benecrth the proposed 
facility is ainknown. It is expected thut construction on the site ivill not uflect the bedrock”. 
Further site investigcitions nzay be required to determine the effects of bedrock depth cind 
types on hydrology. You are requested to address this issue. 
It is stuted under section “No sites or fecitures designaled or identified us being of geological 
intei-est will be rflected by the constr-tiction of the proposed facility. The geology in the 
locality is of l o ~ v  sensitivity crnd therefore predicted effects will have negligible or no 
significance to geology” 
As no site investigative I V O I ~  hcis been completed it is cliJJiciilt to substantiate this stutenzent 
withotit jiirther study of the pi-oposed development areci. You are requested to ciddress this 
iss 11 e. 
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1’. Hjdrologjl & Hydrogeology - It is stcited iinder section 7 4.1.3. ”Loccrlll, irrlyortunt crqt1ijer.s 
m e  generrillv riot u significcint soirrce of wcitei“’ crnd “This syJteni hcrs been subject to ci , f i i I I  

site J zritcrbility ussessnient by U registered ussessor ”. 
[I) It is diJficLilt to comnierit on the stritcibility ofs~icli n systeni US the stcrteriieiit itself is iinclens. 

A coni~~rehensive ~rssessiiieiit of the poteiitial efficts of siich ci ti-ecrtnient system 011 the 
Iiycl1-01ogy ciiicl Iiyclrogeology is requested iii orcler for the plcinriirig uirtliority to cissess the 
sLiitcibility of sLicIi u system. Plense submit this injoi.-iiicrtion. 

0) Fiirthermore, it has been stated in this EIS that: 
o The cii-ecr iinclerlyiiig the proposed site itself is clcissified cis being of‘ moclerute 

vtilnertrbility. 
The hydro-geological clcrssificcrtion of the bedrock berienth the .sirbject site ~ v n s  
obtained ji-oni the GSI. This circa is consiclered to coiitcriri cr Ioccilly iiiiportciiit 
aq Lr if.!.. 
No so~irce protection cirecis 111 vicinity ofthe site. 

o 

o 
This sectioii of the EIS requires fiir-ther elaborcition. A siiiwy of local wells crnd predictecl 
inipacts of’ the proposed cIei~elopnieiit 011 the gi-oLiiiclwater ivhich sipplies these lvells shall 
also be curried oiit crnd detail of scrnie submitted to the plcinnirig authoi-ity. Yoii cire requested 
to crck1i.ess these issues. 
It is stated under sectioii 7.4.3 “Grouiidivcrtei. is not utilised in the immedicite ureci and there 
crre 110 wells Iiydi-criilically doivn gi.adient ofthe proposed dewdopnient ”. 
The nature of the bedrock, clrifi geology, etc. ivill Irirgely determine the,floiv of groiindivnter.. 
Tlierefoi*e, bused on the nbove stcitenzent, it is difiicirlt to see h o ~ v  mi obsenwtion of the 
grndient of the Icrriclsccipe crlone ivill crffect loccil ivells. In cidditioii to this, it has beeii 
obsei-ved that there lire ivells in the vicinity of the proposed clevelopmerit. Yoti cire i.equested 
to ciddi-ess this isstie. 
It is stcited iiiider sectioii 7 . ’”There  ure no. foreseerrble impacts 011 geology, 110 nii/igutioii 
niecisLires are reconiiiieiicl~cl”. 
With regcrrd to soils, IiycIrolo,gy crnd geology the ussessnieiit ofthe receiving environment has 
I io t 1-eceivecl due co nsit lei xi t ion. Yo L r  ei re t I i  ere fo re reg L I  es t ed to ii n clertake the lipprop riri te 
Crssessnieiits to detemine the pi-eclicted inipcrcts of this clevelo~~nient on soils, hydrology ailcl 
geo I ogy. 
The HSE raises no objection to applicants response to further information request 
subject to conditions. 

vi. 

vii. 

4i. The Noise Sensitive Locations cis outliiied in Appendix C cire notecl, hoivevei; there tire 2 
rlivellings u i i d  N third cit crdiwnced constnictioii stcige that licive iiot been considered. These 
propei.ties u1.e Ioccrtecl soiithecrst by ecrst,fi-oin the propo.sccl site 011 the scinie side of the N4 us 
the proposecl developnient. Tlie properties NSL3 ciiicl NSL4 are on opposite curricige Ivuy of 
the existing N4 aiid crre protected from the proposecl loccition by existing ivoodeii ,fence cind 
vegetative sei-eening along the N4 boundary cipprosinicitely 2 meti-es high. Yoti are reqiiestecl 
to cidcli-ess this issire. 
Only one niemiirenieiit i.e. 30 iiiinLite clciytinie, 15 ininLite night-time, IVCIS taken per Noise 
Sensitive Locution. We q u a y  ivliether this is stcrtistically represeiitative. Giriclniice 
documents reconmend sciiizpliiig over diflerent dcrys at different times or at lecist over u 
typical 4 hotir cluytirne period ciiid ci mininzunz of‘ 2 hoiirs duriiig iiiglit- time. Yoti are 
requested to tiddvess this isstre. 
The wcrther conditiolis for sanipliiig period in Murch are described us ‘neti twI~ providing 
little detail. There are cliscrepciiicies betiveen this ciiid the sirmnzaiy repoi-t,for Mcrrch by Mer 
Eirennn. You cire requested to address this issue. 
A single ,fi.eqtiency of 500Hz have been assunzed jor ci iiiiniber of soiirces, iiicliiding 
Bioscrtibbem, Digester Fans, Pi-e-digestion Storage Piimps ivhicli cii-e cin integral part of  the 
operation of the jkcility. The fieqiiency niid toiial impacts of these potential noise soLivces 
izquires fiirther. consicleratior?. You clre requested to erclclress this issue. 

1 1 .  

... 
111.  

iv. 
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I>. 

5 .  

6. 

7. 

8i. 

11. 

... 
1 1 1 .  

iv. 

V .  

The report hcis not considered in detail the specifics reluting to vibiwtion j .om the 
constr-tiction phuse. Iilfoimrilioii hus not been provided on grozrrid type and stutes thut piling 
or rock breciking ’ is not unticiputed. Fzrrther 
infoimution on ground type shoirld be mciilable so that mi infornzed decision can be nzade 017 
construction ivoi-ks necessury. You ur-e requested to address this issue. 
The HSE raises no objection to applicants response to further information request 
subject to conditions. 

This is no1 bused on specijic information. 

It has been observed that the results of the dispersion air quality modelling perfonned on 
behalf of the developer refers only to the operational pliase of the proposed facility. The 
potential impacts on air quality during construction phase have not been comprehensively 
discussed. It is considered appropriate that due consideration be given to air quality issues 
which might arise during the construction phase and mitigation measures outlined which may 
be required. 
The HSE raises no objection to applicants response to further information request 
subject to conditions. 

The potential effects of extreme weather events for this development have not been discussed. 
This is particularly relevant as there are a number of drainage channels in the vicinity of the 
proposed development which appear to be connected to the Royal Canal. In November 2009, 
more than twice the average rainfall amounts were measured at almost all Irish Weather 
Stations, and over three times the nornial amount fell in some places. At the meteorological 
weather station in nearby Mullingar, the annual rainfall for 2009 was 28% greater than the 
average for the period 1961 - 1990. It is considered appropriate that due regard be given to 
the effects of excessive rainfall on drainage channels which in turn inay be adversely affected 
during construction and operational phases of the development. You are requested to address 
the aforementioned issues. 
The HSE raises no objection to applicants response to further information request 
subject to conditions. 

Section 10.8.4. of the EIS states that “There is no foul sewage system on the site at present. 
During the construction phase effluent generated on site will discharge to temporary sewage 
containment facilities prior to transport and treatment off site.” 
No detail or information on this facility has been provided and if incorrectly operated could 
be a potential source of pollution. You are requested to address this issue. 
The HSE raises no objection to applicants response to further information request 
subject to conditions. 

You nre r.eqtrestecl to siibniit rocrd constrtiction details for the upprowil of the Plciiiiiing 
Airthori~,foi. the tipgrciding of the L-56031 ciccess road. The CBR of the sub grade shall be 
tested cind the depth of the capping Iuyer requirecl shall be deternzined fionz the CBR reszilts. 
Details of nzininiirni 4ni ccirriugewciy width, passing buys provided at 200ni and I-oad 
dr-ciiiirrge shall be subnzitted. 
Yoti c i m  requested to provide details for the jiinctioii of the teniporuiy uccess road Poni the 
proposed developnzent with the L-56031. To include achieveinent of sightlines to meet Ivith 
Coirnty Development Plan requirenzents. 
The upplicant shall confirni his willingness to enter into ci legally binding ngreenzent ivith 
Westniecith Coiiiity Coiinciljor the tipgruding ofthe L-56031. 
Yoii are requested to shoiv how he intends to achieve sightlines cif the junction of the 
tenipomry uccess road fiom the proposed development with the L-56031. A sightliiie of 2.4rn 
s 90ni is required. 
Where the cichievenzeiit of the above sightlines cind sightlines at the junction of the L-5603 I 
with the RI 56 involves ivorks on lands oirtside of the cipplicunts control, docunientrriy 
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evideiice shall be sirbiiiittecl confir-ining tlie cigr-eemeiit of the relevant Iciiiclowiier to the ivorh-s 
necessciiy to cichieiw the (hove nieiitioiiecl .sightlines which shall be sigried by ci Commissioner 
for- Oaths. 

Section thi-ougli the jiriictioii befiveen the R-IS6 rind L-56031 detailing the e.yisting ~ i i d  

proposed vertical ciligninent shall be submitted-for cippi~o~~cil b.y the plciniiing aiithoiity. 2.4111 x 
I SOin sightlines shcill be provided niid iiiciiiitriiiied at 011 tiiiies in crccorclrrnce lvith Westmerith 
Cotirity Developnieiit Plciii 2008-201 4. 
The area engineer raises no objection to applicants response to further inforniation 
request subject to conditions. 

vi. 

91. The developer shall siibiizit CI cletciiled project 1 vcist e nici iicigeni ent p laii jo r the consti,uct ion 
phnse. The focirs of tlie plari shcrll be to mcisiniise reiise 01- i-eqxliiig of wciste aiid minimise 
the crinoiiiit of ivciste coiisigiied to l~riiclfill. Pi-ioi-ity shcill be giveri to I Z - L I S ~  01’ izcovery of 
wmte in prefii.eiice to clisposcil. IWieii piqxiriiig tlie plciii, i-egcird shall be hcicl to the 
jolloiving docLinien/s: 

0 “Best Prciclice Gindeliiies on Ihe Pi*epcircilion of Wciste A4aiicigei1ient PICIIIJ ,for 

“Coiistrtictioii aiid Deiiiolilioii Wcis~e A4ancigemeiit - CI HCiiidbooli for Colitrcictol-s mid 

Coiislriiclioii ciiicl Deriiolilioii Projecls *’ pirblulied by Ihe Dtpcirtiiieiit of the Eiivironiiient, 

Hei-itcige mid Locd Government (July 2006), ciiicl 

Site Managers ” pzrblished by FAS ciiid the Coiistriiction Iiidiatry Federntioii (2002)). 
0 

The plciii shall cis N niiiiimuni aclclr-ess the,following: 
(a) All deinolition ciiid construction ivaste arising oii the site slznll be segr-eyrted into 

clifereiit clearly iiiciiked skips (such cis cciriteeri iviiyte, timber; plastics, plcister boarcl, 
\vciste soliwit tirbes, blocks, etc). 

(b) All surpliis waste cr i id cleciri soil ci i id topsoil to be reniowd ofl-site shcill be bi-ought to ciii 

authorised site or fiicility. 
(c) A register shcill be iiiaiiitciiiied of the iiioveiiieiit of ivmte offsite, to include ciii estiincition 

of the quantities of ivriste i~eiiio~~ecl, iiuiiie ciiicl Ivciste collection permit iiirnibei. o j  the 
Coiiti.cictor/s enguyed to collect the ivcrste, details of the recovery 01- clisposril fiicility or 
fiicilities usecl. The developer sliull retniii all i-ecovei:y or disposal recebts. 

(cl) A prohibition 011 the bwi-iiiiig or biiiyiiig of ivaste oii the site. 
All ivaste generated diiring constiwctioii, iricltidiiig surpliis excavation mciteiYa1 to be taken 
ojf-site, shcill oiily be recoveid or disposed cit ci site ivhich hcrs ci ctrriwit ITfoste Licence 01- 

Wciste Permit in ciccorvhiice ivith the Wciste Mmicigemeiit Acts, I996 cis uniendetl This shall 
riot cipply to disposal of ivnste excmntioii nicitei.iril isifhiii tlie cipplicanl ‘s s i le bownclcrry. 
The developer s hrill siihiiii t pi~oposals, to the Plaii i i  I iiy A i r  t hoi-ity, for the nioii itoiv iig of du.s t 
levels cltiring the constiarction phuse. 
You ni-e requested to siibiiiit details of the iiiipcicts criid niitigcitiori nie~.s~ii-e.s that tlie cleveloper 
shall put in place to protect the ti-ibutniy of the Riiwstoivii river thcit drains the pi-oposed 
developnzeiit site. 
Environment section of WCC raises no objection to applicants response to further 
information request subject to conditions. 

ii. 

... 
111.  

I Oi. There is iiisLifficient iiifornzatioii present regarding the topic of WATER cis per Schedule 6 (2) 
(b) of the 2001 Pluniiing Regulrtions. The sectioii oii Iiydi.olosy cis per- Section 7.3.2.4 is 
totally iimclequate ancl this lcick o f  informrition is contrcii y to the Eui-opecin EIS Directives aiirl 
Regulations. It is iioted that ci tributary of the Riverstown River (a salmonoid wcitercozrrse) 
drains this site. A fiill description of these lvciters sIioLiIcl be included in the EIS. 

I I  Concern is rrlso rnised regcriding the directing of cill local wciters for- this jkcility uiid the 
effect that this iiiciy have 011 the local aquatic ecolosy due to the possible iiisirficient 
recharging of locul siirfcice mid grotiiid ivcite1.s. Yoir lire I-quested to cariying out n stuclv, 
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which shrill be sLrbnzitted .foie the written agreement of the planning authority. You are 
requested to liaise with Inland Fisheries Ireland in this regard. 
Inland Fisheries Ireland raise no objection to applicant’s response to further 
information request subject to conditions. 

I I .  The EIS sliotrld inclirde ci section describing the iiiter--relatioiiship between the likely 
sigriificcriit efects in accordcrnce with Scliedirle 6 2(b) of tlie Plcinning arid Development 
Regulcrtions 2001-201 0, the interciction of the inipricts shoirld also be assessed. Please 
address this issere. 

The applicants have submitted a summary outlining interrelationships and refer to 
specific chapters of the EIS. Response is considered poor. 

12. Plecrse iiielicrrte if dater f i om the Miilliiigcrr. Meter*oIogiccrl stcitioii crre tcrking into consideiution 
in i-elcrtioii to predicted impacts to air qucrlity. 
The applicant states that Meterological data was not utilised as the generated data a t  
this station does not comply with the data quality requirements for use in advanced 
dispersion models. Mullingar Meterological station does not generate 24hr cloud cover 
data which does not allow for the computation of specific boundary layer height mixing 
calculations for use in predicting downwind ground level concentrations. 

13. In relation to Tcrble 5.4. J - Assessnzeiit of Air QLieiIity inipcrcts ,for* pollLrtciiits j . 0 1 1 1  proposecl 
emission points AEP I to AEP 3, please indiccite if m i  account has been taken in the model of 
ctrmulntive impacts of any other- emissions. 
The applicant states in terms of development there will be no other scheduled emission 
points to atmosphere. Emission points AEP 1 and 2 are  exhaust emissions from 
Generator sets and these have been accounted for in the air dispersion model. Emission 
from AEP3 are  as a result of treated odour emissions from odour control units 1 to 3 
grouped together into one emission point. 

I4i. Landscape and Visual Inzpcict Sectioii of the EIS chcrpter J I shoLilcl refer to IVestmecrth 
Coirnty Developnzent Plcin Leinclsccipe Clzrrt-acter Areas (section 2.5.5 refers). Please address 
this section oftlie EIS to licive regcrr-d to Lariclsccipe Clmrcrcter Arecis. 
The visLrcil cincrlysis assessinent does riot cippctir to iizcltrcle the vieiv ,fi-onz the proposecl 
overbriclge. Please mbnzit views to crclclress mine. 

Revised Landscape and Visual Impact Section of the EIS chapter has been submitted 
and is considered to be acceptable. Visual analysis assessment which includes the view 
from the proposed over bridge has been submitted. 

11.  

15. The applicant has submitted details for stonnwater attenuation with a discharge rate of 
9.51/s/ha. You are requested to submit revised stonnwater attenuation design details for a 
discharge rate of 5l/s/ha to cater for a 1 OOyear storm event. 

The area engineer raises no objection to applicants response to further information 
request subject to conditions. 
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Recommendation; 
It is recommended that pemiission be granted in accordance with the attached schedule. 

Class of Infrastructure Rate per mz 

GR.  Development not conling within any of €35.50 922 in2 
the foregoing classes 

unit/nP 

Schedule One. 

File Ref: 11/5055 

Having regard to the provisions of The County Development Plan 2003-2014, it is considered that, 
subject to compliance with the conditions set out in the attached Schedule (Schedule Two), the 
proposed development would not be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of 
the area. 

Amount of 
Contribution 

€32,73 1 .OO 

Schedule Two. 
File Ref: 11/5055 

1 .  The development shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the plans and details received 
by the Planning Authority on 25''' May 201 1 as amended by revised plans and details received 
on the 23rd December 201 1 except as may otherwise be required in order to comply with the 
following conditions. 
Reason: In the interests of orderly development and clarity. 

Total 

2. Development Contribution 

Prior to the commencement of development or as otherwise agreed in writing with the 
Planning Authority, the developer shall pay the sum of €32,731.00 (Thirty Two Thousand, 
Seven Hundred and Thirty One Euro), as set out below, to the Planning Authority as a 
contribution, in accordance \vith the Council's Development Contribution Scheme adopted in 
2007, in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the area of 
the Planning Authority, and that is provided or that it is intended will be provided by, or on 
behalf of, the Council. 

The contribution payable will be based on the contribution rate applicable at the time of 
payment and The aniount of the 
development contribution will be updated annually on the 1 '' January in accordance with 
changes in the Wholesale Price Index (Building and Construction), (Capital Goods) and 
penalty interest for late payment, in accordance with the terms of the Council's Development 
Contribution Scheme:- 

the rate in existence when permission is granted. 

€32,73 1 .OO 

I I I 

Reason: It is considered reasonable that the developer should contribute towards 
the expenditure incurred or proposed to be incurred by Westmeath County Council in 
respect of the provision/improvement of public services/infrastructure benefiting 
development in the area of the Planning Authority. 
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3. 

4. 

5i. 

11. 

6i. 

11. 

7. 

8. 
1. 

11. 

... 111. 

iv. 
V. 

vi. 

vii. 

All existing hedgerows and trees on site shall be maintained, except any treatment that 
necessitates the achievement of above mentioned sight lines and replacement boundary 
treatment shall be of an indigenous native species hedge secured by timber post and wire 
fencing. The remaining site boundaries shall be of a planted indigenous native species hedge 
secured by timber post and wire fencing. 

Reason: 
ensure the development integrates into the existing landscape. 

To ensure the amenity afforded by existing,hedges is maintained and to 

The modifications and mitigation measures in the reports of ORS Consultants reports 
received by Westmeath County Council on the 25"' May 201 1 and revised reports received on 
the 23rd December 201 1 shall be implemented in full by the applicants. 
Reason: In the interest of public health. 

Prior to conmencement of development, a landscaping scheme and detailed planting schedule 
shall be submitted to the planning authority for written agreement. This scheme shall include 
details of all existing trees and hedgerows on the site, specifying those proposed for retention, 
together with measures for their protection during the period in which the development is 
carried out. The site shall be landscaped in accordance with the agreed scheme, which shall 
also include a timescale for implementation. 
Details of site boundary treatments shall be submitted for the written agreement of the 
planning authority. 
Reason: In the interest of visual amenity. 

Prior to commencement of development, details of the materials, colours and textures of all 
the external finishes to the proposed development shall be submitted to the plaimiiig authority 
for agreement. 
A sample of the proposed external finishing material and colours to be used shall be 
submitted to and agreed with the Planning Authority prior to commencement of development. 
Reason: In the interest of orderly development and the visual amenities of the area. 

No sign, banner or advertisement shall be erected or displayed on the proposed structures or 
within the curtilage of the site without a prior grant of planning permission. 
Reason: In the interest of visual amenity. 

Engineering Conditions; 
Proposed access road from R-156 shall be upgraded as required for HGV access and 
maintained by applicant. 
Road drainage shall not be impeded as a result of works carried out at junction of R-156 and 

Wheel wash facility must be provided on site before conmencement of any development on 
site. All vehicles leaving site must use this facility. No muck is to be dragged onto'the public 
road. 
Surface water and foul water shall be disposed of on a separate system basis. 
No construction shall take place over existing underground services. 
The applicant shall indemnify the County Council from any damage that may arise to the 
existing services where connections are being made. 
All water service pipes shall be laid at a minimum depth of 600mm below fmal finished 
ground level. Meter boxes, meters and stopcocks shall be so laid as to maintain this minimum 
dept of 6OOm11. This provision shall be certified by a suitably qualified person with 
professional indemnity insurance and certification shall be submitted to the Planning 
Authority within 3 months of completion of installation. 

L-5603 1. 
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... v111. 

ix. 

9. 

10. 
1. 

11. 

... 
111. 

iv. 

Prior to the commencement of any development the applicant/developer sliall submit 
documentary evidence which shall be signed by a commissioner for Oaths to provide for the 
achievement of 2.4111 x 90111 sightlines and sightlines at the junction of the L-56031 with the 
R156 involves works on lands outside of the applicants control, documentary evidence shall 
be submitted confirming the agreement of the relevant landowner to the works necessary to 
achieve the above mentioned sightlines which shall be signed by a Commissioner for Oaths. 
Prior to the commencement of any development the applicant/developer shall submit a 
section through the junction between the R-156 and L-5603 1 detailing the existing and 
proposed vertical alignment shall be submitted for approval by the planning authority. 
Reason: In the interests of orderly development and traffic safety. 

The construction roadworks for the N4 The Downs Grade Separation are underway and 
access from this development (file ref 1 1/5055) (either Construction or Operational) will not 
be peiinitted from the realigned R156 until the roadworks are complete with normal 
maintenance transferred by the contractor to Westmeath County Council and consent to this 
access is given in writing by the Senior Engineer of Westmeath National Road Design Office 
which shall be submitted for the written agreement of the planning authority. 
Reason: The proposed new entrance road to the N4 The Downs Grade Separation 
Scheme as shown on drawing number 111/001/201 submitted by the applicant is 
premature pending the completion of construction of the new N4 The Downs Grade 
Separation Scheme. 

Environment Conditions 
No development shall coiiunence until an IPPC licence has been granted for the facility. 
All existing hedgerows and trees etc. on site shall be maintained, except any treatment that 
necessitates the achievement of above mentioned sight lines and replacement boundary 
treatment shall be of an indigenous native species hedge secured by timber post and wire 
fencing. The remaining site boundaries shall be of a planted indigenous native species hedge 
secured by timber post and wire fencing 
Applicant shall comply with the following: 
(a) 

(b) 

All raw materials delivered to the site to be accepted at a designated bunded concrete 
reception area for unloading directly into the reception tank. 
All feedstocks delivered to the facility shall be delivered in a fully enclosed sealed 
containers. All operations associated with the delivery and treatment of feedstock 
shall take place within the h l l y  enclosed facility. 
Prior to conlmencenlent of development, details of lighting arrangements for the 
overall site which shall be designed to minimize light spillage outside the site, shall 
be submitted to the Planning Authority for written agreement. 

(d) Construction and demolition waste shall be managed in accordance with a 
construction waste and demolition management plan, which shall be submitted to and 
agreed in writing with the planning authority prior to commencement of 
development. This plan shall be prepared in  accordance with the “Best Practice 
Guidelines on the Preparation of Waste Management Plans for Construction and 
Demolition Projects”, published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government in J d y  2006. The plan shall include details of waste to be 
generated during site clearance and construction phases, and details of the methods 
and locations to be employed for the prevention, minimisation, recovery and disposal 
of this material. 

(c) 

During the construction phase of the proposed development; 
(a) Bunded storage areas shall be provided for the containment of oil, fuel storage tanks, 
chemicals and any other materials which pose a risk to water during the construction period. 
The bunded area shall be equivalent to a volume of 1 10% of the capacity of largest container 
stored. The proposed method of drainage of the bunded area shall be to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Authority. 
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Y 

V. 

vi. 

v i  

viii. 

ix. 

X. 

xi. 

xii. 

xiii. 

xiv. 

11. 

1. 

Layer 

Double Surface 
Dressing 

(b) The developer shall ensure that adequate measures are in place (and agreed with tlie 
Planning Authority) to prevent water with high suspended solids content, caused by the 
construction of the proposed development fi-om discharging into streams and watercourses. 
(c) Arrangements for the collection, storage and disposal of all foul sewage effluent arising 
from any temporary site sanitary facilities shall be submitted to and agreed with the Planning 
Authority prior to commencement of development. . 
Prior to commencement of development, the developer shall put in place monitoring 
arrangements for the measurement of noise emissions, dust deposition and suspended solids 
of surface water run-off associated with tlie initial construction phase of tlie development. 
During tlie construction phase of the development, the developer shall submit to tlie planning 
authority, on a frequency to be deterniined by the planning authority, the results of tlie 
monitoring programme. Monitoring locations for the above shall be agreed in writing with 
the planning authority prior to commencement of development. 
Dust deposition during the initial construction phase of the proposed development shall not 
exceed 350 niilligrammes per square metre per day (DIN standard) when measured at tlie site 
boundaries and averaged over 30 days. Tlie site access road to be kept clean so that no muck 
or debris is allowed onto the public road. 
All oil and hydrocarbons to be stored in a bunded area. The bund to be designed to BS 8007: 
1987 code of practice for the design of concrete structures for retaining aqueous liquids. 
Tlie wheels and underside of all construction traffic leaving tlie site shall be cleaned, as 
required, to prevent soiling of public roads. In tlie event that any public roads become soiled 
by construction traffic from the site, these roads shall be cleaned immediately. 
All existing hedgerows and trees etc. on the site shall be maintained, except any treatment that 
necessitates the achievement of above mentioned sight lines and replacement boundary 
treatment shall be of an indigenous native species hedge secured by timber post and wire 
fencing. The remaining site boundaries shall be of a planted indigenous native species hedge 
secured by timber post and wire fencing. 
A weighbridge to be used on tlie site to record all materials importedexported to and from tlie 
site. 
Dust deposition shall not exceed 240mg/m3/day beyond the boundary of the site. This limit 
shall be based on a 30 day composite sample. 
All organic fertiliser generated on site for use on agricultural lands shall be applied to those 
lands in accordance with the European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for 
Protection of Waters) Regulations 201 0. 
A separate collection system for clean and dirty shall be provided. The dirty water collection 
system shall discharge to a dirty water collection tank where it shall be used in tlie digestion 
process or spread on agricultural land in accordance with the European Communities (Good 
Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 20 10. 
Hazardous waste/material encountered during the course of demolition or excavation works 
shall be disposed of in accordance with the Waste Management Act 1996 as amended. 
Reason: In the interests of the environment proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

Depth Material to BS 594987:2007 NRA 
Specification 

Double Surface Dressing Layer, 14mm first Clause 9 19 
layer 6nim second layer, Standard Cationic 
Emulsion, 1 .61/m2 and 0.6Yni2 first and second 

Road Design 

The applicant shall upgrade the existing L-5603 
below: 

public roadway in accordance with Table I 
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, 
I 

layers respectively. Mininiuni PSV60 
Wearing course 25niin AC 10 close surface. Pen 70/100 
Base course 40 nini AC 20 dense binder/HDM. Pen 70/100 
Roadbase 8 O n i n i  AC 32 dense base/HDM. Pen 70/100 
Sub-base 150nini Type B 
Capping 300nini 6F2, crushed rock 

11. 

111. 
... 

iv. 

v . 

vi. 

vii. 

... v111. 

12. 
I .  

Clause 906 
Clause 906 
Clause 906 
Clause 804 
Clause 61 3 

X 

2.4 metres 

Mininium road width of 4111 with allowance for passing bays at 250111 centres. 
Prior any work on tlie proposed development coniniences, the existing boundary fence and 
hedge shall be removed on the left and right hand side of the junction entrance to the L-56031 
from tlie R156. Sightlines of 150111 x 2.4117 shall be provided and niaintained at all times from 
tlie proposed access point. The existing hedge boundary shall be removed only to tlie extent 
necessary to achieve sight distance. Tlie new boundary fence shall be constructed not less 
than 6 meters from the centre line of the adjoining public road. All new road boundaries shall 
be with a hedgerow of mixed native species, interspersed with semi-mature trees of a native 
species planted on the inside secured by a timber post and wire fence. 

Y Applicable for: 

90 metres County Roads 

Tlie applicant shall achieve and maintain sightlines at tlie location of the proposed entrance of 
the temporary access road with the L-5603 1. These sightlines shall be provided in accordance 
with tlie following table: 

The applicant shall agree to restrict the use of the proposed temporary access junction, from 
tlie facility, with tlie L-56031 on completion of any proposed access road to tlie Downs 
Separation Scheme, to two axle vehicles. Details of such an agreement shall be agreed with 
tlie Planning Authority prior any building works 

The applicant has failed to comply with tlie further information request No. 8(v). Prior to 
coiiiniencenient of any building works the applicant shall submit documentary evidence 
confirniing the agreement of the relevant landowner to the works necessary to achieve all 
necessary sightlines. This docunientary evidence shall be signed by a Commissioner of Oaths. 

Prior to coniniencenient the applicant shall enter into a legally binding agreement with 
Westmeath County Council for the upgrading of tlie L-56031 in accordance with the 
construction specification detailed in Item, Table 1 of this report. 

Tlie upgrade of the L-5603 1 to the specification as per Item1 Table 1 above, shall be certified 
by a Consultant Engineer. 
,Reason: In the interests of the traffic safety, proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

Archaeology 
Prior to tlie coniniencenient of development the applicant is required to engage tlie services of 
a suitably qualified archaeologist to carry out an archaeological assessment of the 
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I 

/, Q, 

11. 

... 
111. 

13. 

14. 

development site. No sub-surface work should be undertaken in the absence of the 
archaeologist without his/her express consent. 
The archaeologist should carry out any relevant documentary research and inspect the site. 
Test trenches shall be excavated at locations chosen by the archaeologist (licensed under the 
National Monuments Acts 1930-2004), having consulted the site drawings, the results of the 
geophysical survey and the National Monument Service. 
Having completed the work, the archaeologist should submit a written report to the PlBnning 
Authority and to the office of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht prior to the 
commencement of any development. Where archaeological, material/features are shown to be 
present, preservation in situ, preservation by record (excavation) or monitoring may be 
required. 
Reason: In the interest of archaeological heritage and proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

Prior to the commencement of any development the applicant/developer shall submit details 
of more preventative measures and the development of a more robust mitigation measures in 
the event of a failure in the integrity of the tank fanns. Efforts to minimize the effects on 
soils, geology and hydrogeology in the event of a serious failure of these facilities to be 
submitted for the written agreement of the planning authority. 
Reason: In the interest of public health and proper planning and sustainable 
development. 

f 

This pennission relates exclusively to the construction of a bio-energy facility containing a 
reception building, reception area, engine room, pumps and heat exchangers. Administration 
building containing office, staff and amenity and changing facilities. Pennission is also 
sought for tank famis to include 2 no. anaerobic digestors, 2 no. post digestion storage tanks, 
5 no. pre-storage tanks, gas flare and gas cleaning vessel. Ancillary features will include 1 no. 
weigh bridge, ESB substation, post digestion loading area, wheel wash area, on site waste 
water treatment system, fencing, gates, new access road to proposed N4 grade separation 
scheme and internal roads with all associated works including landscaping, boundaries and 
services above and below ground. Pennission is also sought for temporary road access on to 
the R-I56 Killucan road from the proposed development during the construction of the new 
N4 Grade separation scheme. The process of anaerobic digestion is the subject of an 
application for a waste licence all of which is described in detail in an  accompanying 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). All of the relevant waste recovery activities as per the 
fourth schedule of the Waste Management Act 1996-2003 to which this application relates in 
accordance with the attached conditions and does not relate to the remainder of the building 
or the site. Any such uses insofar as they are not already authorised shall require a separate 
grant of pennission. 

Reason: To avoid any misunderstanding as to the proper construction of this 
permission. 

Note; 
Please attach as an addendum; 

3 Fire Officers Report 15/6/11 
2 Access Officers Reportl4/6/1 I 
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File ref 1 U5055 

Senior Executive Engineer 

Date 
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