Marie Fay

From: Licensing Staff

Sent: 16 December 2013 15:14

To: Marie Fay

Subject: FW: submission on P0035/06

Attachments: submissions to Aughinish Licence 2013.docx; mud pond 2.pdf; mud pond 3.pdf

From: geogheganpat@eircom.net [mailto:geogheganpat@eircom.net]
Sent: 16 December 2013 15:09

To: Licensing Staff
Subject: submission on P0O035/06

Dear Sir or Madame

Please find enclosed my 3 page submission on P0035/06 as attachment 1.
Daily mail article on Red Mud ponds attachments 2&3.

Please confirm if you have receive this email and all three attachments. &
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Boolaglass
Askeaton
Co.Limerick
16-12-2013

Office of Climate, Licensing & Resource Use,
EPA Headquarters

P.O Box 3000

Johnstown Castle Estate

Co.Wexford.

Dear Sir or Madame

I wish to make a submission on the following objection by Rusal/Aughinish Alumina to the proposed
determination of licence PO035-06.

In dealing firstly with Item 4 of their objection re New Condition 1.4, 1.5 regarding Notification,
Assessment and approval of Change, Rusal/Aughinish has questigfied these new conditions,
especially condition 1.5, in trying to show the confusion that g&%h a condition would have, If they
had to supply a full assessment of its environmental mgéc,ﬁor any future alteration, reconstruction
or extension at the plant. ég; XS

\Q S
With the company trying to remove the wordso{%d?/}\ affect the environment” to, “is likely to have a
significant effects on the environment”, is \@@ymg with words, when it usually comes down to
the company getting what they want, Ilkgff §"condition been possibly dropped or put under the get
out clause of the agreed later terms |n<f sir licence. One would get the impression that the EPA has
put condition 1.4, 1.5 forward becaus\e‘;‘of how they were forced into accepting the way that
Rusal/Aughinish had no EIA/EIS or,\bé\th requested at planning stage for both boilers and a stack,
leaving the EPA as usual to agreéwnth what'’s put before them by other.

On reading certain documents, one would get the impression that the EPA was expecting an EIA/EIS
on this occasion from Limerick County Council for the second boiler. Especially having received Clir
Longs objection from the EPA, ClIr long referred to a very important letter, which he enclosed from
an Ms Pamela McDonnell in the EPA dated the 17" January 2013 to Ms Carey in Planning in Limerick
County Council. It’s clear that certain personal within the EPA were laying down clear guidelines and
directives in which an EIS should be considered with this application from Limerick County Council.

Two months earlier, on the 3™ October 2012 at a Technical committee meeting which dealt with
P0035/05, for the first boiler and the construction of a 35 metre stack in that review. A section in
page 4 of this documents states “In light of the fact that planning permission has only been granted
for one gas boiler and any planning application for a second gas boiler will require full EIA
screening under the 2012 EIA Regulations” This report was signed off by Dr Tara Higgins on behalf
of the Technical committee.

It's quite clear that the screening process should have immediately shown, that this project was a
prime candidate as was the previous one, under annex Il if not annex | of the EIA Directive, due to its
size alone been constructed, Its located of being near an SAC and its impact on the Environment
whether been positive or negative. This boiler and the previous one with its new stack would be the
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driving force to produce more waste especially hazardous at the plant. its clear why the EPA
expected an EIA/EIS this time around, having sold themselves short as usual under P0035/05.

In reverting back to my original objection, where | believed an EIA/EIS or both were required
because of just one of many reasons, having a significant impact on the Environment, by way of
HFO& Natural Gas emissions combining out into our environment, having an effect on human,
animal health along with flora and fauna in the vicinity.

In supporting my views above, | would like to refer you to an Inspectors report, that was sent to the
Directors of the EPA, from Ewa Babiarczky and Michael Owens on 17" May 2013 re review of licence
P0035/05 under 7.3 schedule B1 emissions to air. It states “/n order to provide for dual Combustion
(HFO or Natural gas) on the installation’s boilers, which are currently authorised for HFO only. The
licensee proposes to amend schedule B1 for emission point A1& A2 to introduce new elvs for natural
gas combustion. Furthermore, the licensee proposes two new emission points to Air (A4-A and A4-B)”

The Inspectors response is clear and states “The proposed changes to emissions to air are
significant and will require modelling to ensure the new emission limits and revised flow rates will
not cause a breach of air quality standards.
This report was produced after Limerick County Council granted planning for first boiler and stack,
showing that a breach of air quality standards may occur, this alone warrants an EIA/EIS or both,
which we now know has not happened to date. &
§®~
As pointed out in my original objection, Mr D Lynott Di,\@ctbo\' of the EPA has tried to introduce an
EIA now when the horse has bolted on lesser projecgg?0 @oing s0, has in fact undermined Ms
Pamela McDonald letter to Limerick County Coun\gﬁf, Tara Higgins report from the Technical
Committee and the Inspectors report above, ; @ing in one way or another that an EIA/EIS is
required now and not later for both PO035 \é@ Mr Lynott should now consider his position as
Director of the EPA based on his handl?&ég\@\e above.

R
One of the most worrying factors of Ql&fc'r)?ust be condition 12.2.1 where Rusal/Aughinish states
“securing agreement for a financigﬁ%rovision acceptable to both parties will invariably be difficult
and will require the full time wihdow available as provided under the extractive waste directive”

Can this actually be true that the EPA has not secured agreement to cover a closure plan with
Rusal/Aughinish? This company has estimated the cost to be slightly more than 20 million euro’s. In
my objection, I put forward a figure of 1 billion euro’s for closure and cleanup. That leaves a short
fall of 980 million euro’s under condition 12.2.1.

I based my figures on a site that the EPA are involved in, Haulbowline in Cork, where a figure of
500,000 tonnes of waste to be cleaned up, costing in the region of 40 million euro’s. If we take
figures given by Dr Edward Horgan, a former management employee of Rusal/Aughinish, who has
put a figure of 50 million tonnes of hazardous waste in Mud Pond (BRDA 1) as per Irish Daily mail
article attached. That figure can be multiplied by two, now that the second mud pond (BRDA 2) is
filling so quickly. When full, there would be an estimated 100 million in total of hazardous waste
located metres from the Shannon estuary. From the figures given in Haulbowline, you would be
looking at 800 million euro’s to clean up both ponds with at least 200 million to clean up and the
closures of such a huge plant itself.

In having a 1 billion bond in place, would cover the huge cost also, should a similar disaster happen

in Askeaton like it did in Hungary as shown in Irish Daily Mail article. At this moment the community
is not protected?
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I would call on the EPA now to give the true figures of waste located in BRDA 1 and have it included
in a condition of the licence. The EPA cannot continue in classing the waste as non hazardous for this
company any longer, when clearly most if not all is hazardous.

As Rusal/Aughinish requested this review, then all the points raised in my objection especially in
relation to all questions on conditions, originally listed in PO035/04 that are contained under
P0035/05 and now in 06 needs to be addressed by the EPA and the company in question, before any
licence can be granted. We need to know, if conditions are been met in relation to any licence been
granted, within the time frames allocated and most of all, if certain conditions mentioned adheres to
European Directives.

Directive 2003/35/EC was seeking to align the provisions on public participation with the Aarhus
Convention on public participation making and access to justice on Environmental matters. To date
we have not seen this from the EPA of any public participation been aloud, as earlier objections and
submissions, that have been made to licences for this Company by third parties to the EPA over the
years have been totally ignored. The question is, do you intend to continue this practise here again?

Yours Faithfully,

Pat Geoghegan §®
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Birmingham Six’s Hill wins M I i l

libel damages over poem
By Nell Michael

ONE of the Birmingham Six has accepted %
Chlef Reporter

libel damages after an essay in a poetry

anthology suggested there were grounds to
IRELAND is in danger of suffer-
ing a toxic sludge disaster even

belleve he was gulity.
Paddy Hill spent more than 16 yearsin prison
for the 1974 8irmingham pub bombings
before his conviction was quashed In 1991.
He claimed a reference about him In the
preface to An Anthology Of Modern Irish
Poetry - that he was 'one of the six men
accused, perhaps wronqu. of bombing a pub
In Birmingham, England’ - was defamatory. worse than that which is devas-
Counsel Lucy Moorman told Mr Justice tating areas of Hungary, it has
Eady In London: 'Mr Hill fought for years ta been claimed !
establish his Innocence and to rebulid his life Tw illion b fthaed mud
and restore his good name. entty g‘l (iqn ﬁn’ (;1 k,e 'g mh;x
‘It Is Inmensely frustrating and distressing f;ﬁg&'}é‘n: la“:ll: c’{loge‘éo fheuB 2:
for him that such an allegatlon appears In a non river. P :
book like the Anthology, which may well be In And the threat of s disaster there - the
largest alumina refinery in Europe - is
‘very real’, according to a safety expert
who worked at the plant,

Dr Edward Horgan saiq last night that
the proximity of the mountain of red
mud to the tidal river is what should be

ging alarm bells.
He said: 'It’s a toxic time bomb.”

clrculation for many years to come.’
With more than 450 employees, it is a

Editor -Wes Davls and publisher
major employer in the area and bosses at

Harvard University Press accepted the alle-
gatlon was without foundation.
[ ]
OW-lncom‘ t the plant elaim it injects as mueh as
€100million into the local economy.
Of deep concern to Dr Horgan is the
fact that the amount of waste residue at
f il ] t b

Irish Daily Mall, Wednesday, October 13, 2010

Pictures from
the air reveal
the scale of the
red mudpile by
the Shannon,
where a million
tons of waste
are added each
year - and more

Distressing: Paddy Hill

the plant is ‘many times' that which
flooded three towns in Hungary last
Monday week, killing eight people so far.
He worked at the site between 1087
and 1995, and last night he told the Irish
Daily Mail: *'The Limerick plant’s red.
mud pile is massive compared to,
amount that spilled out in Hun 3

‘I estimate that it is around on
tons, All you need here s a cogibination
of high tides in the Shanno! ary and
a bout of prolonged you have
the potential for d

Aughinish Alu;

‘universal’ tax

LOW-INCOME families will be
hardest hit by plans to replace
PRSI and other levies with a
single ‘universal’ charge.

Finance Minister Brian Lenihan
signalled in last year's Budget that
he aimed to swap the existing
PRSI, health levy and recent in-
come levy with a new ‘universal so-
clal charge’.

But u. e PRSI and the health levy
— which are imposed only when some-
one earns above €353 a week and €500
a week respectively - the minister
warned the new tariff would be im-
posed on lower-paid workers as well.

Yesterday, the influential Economic
and Social Research Institute esti-
mated that the new charge would have
to be imposed at least 7.5 per cent on
people’s earnings if it was to collect as
much as the existing three levies.

Such a charge would see the lowest
earners suffer a 2.3 per cent drop in
their disposable income, while top
earners would see their income in-
crease by 1.9pe, the ESRI calculated.

UCD Public Polley Professor Brian
Nolan yesterday said he expected far

‘Universal charge
would be a flat rate’

more low-earners to be brought into
the tax net under the new system.

*The sssumption is that pretty much
everyone receiving income from em-
ployment... wouldi)e liable,” he said.

‘Sothe ple who would be exempt
in all likelihood would be pretty much
those on social welfare and those on
the very lowest levels of earnings.

‘But everybody else who either was
in work or receiving a pension from
work would be charged.’

He said he believed the new charge
would be imposed on a person’s entire
earnings and will not be any higher for
those earning large salaries,

‘The whole point of the {universai]
charge is that it would be a flat rate,”
Profeasor Nolan safd.

While Mr Lenihan said last year that
he would attempt to hit higher earn-
ers by increasing their rate of income
tax, Professor Nolan said he was not
sure this would level things up.

‘We're completely in the dark as to

By Aiden Corkery
Political Correspondent

S|
what the minister means when he s

that income tax would only be levied}
on higher incomes,’ he said.

Yesterday, a series of social cam-
paigners, union leaders and leflcWing
politicians hit out at the pos ty of
imposing the new universajé%m-
low earners,

Socialist MEP Joe Higgins said such
a move would put low income families
under enormous pressure.

‘It would simply be intolerable that
low-paid workers would be further
savaged in their living standards which
would be the outcome of this particu-
lar exercise,” he said.

*This would have to be seen in the
context of the constant speculation
that on top of such an adjustment you
coulid have the introduction of water
tax, home tax and other stealth taxes
and further cuts in living standards.’

Mr Higgins also rejected the sugges-
tion that too many low-ineome work-
ers do not pay tax.

“This is part of the general propa-
ganda. The poorest people pay VAT at
different degrees depending on what
they're buying,” Mr Higgins said.

Anyone proposing bringing such
low-paid workers further into the tax
net should try and live on their level of
income, he added.

‘I challenge anyone to try and sur-
vive on it, anyone wha wants those
people brought in,” he said.

Civil and Publie Service Union chief
Blair Horan hit out at the proposal,

‘I am extremely cynical about the
minister’s approach,’ he sald.

‘It seems all about getting the lower-

aid back into the fax net and per-

aps getting them to pay a dispropor-
tionate amount.’

Economist Jim O’Leary, who recent-
Iy joined the Department of Finance,
sald the State should aim to returnto
the tax rates when the economy was
in good health, in the late 1990s.

‘We are currently three percentage
points below where we were on aver-
age over the 1993 to 2000 period,” Mr
O’Leary said. ‘So that would suggest
there is scope there - and I am g
very loosely here I aceept that - there
is scope for increasing the tax burden
by about three percentage points.”

Comment - e 14
atden.corkery@datlymail.ie

ge on

played down fe
ile could
on Hung: K

stand ‘a 00-year event’.

ses last night
¢ 250-acre mud
i alls, as happened
said it could with-

ted that most of the red

They. i
mud lxél.zmmon plant, which 1s
ssian billionaire Oleg Deri-
CY minium processing firm Rus-
hazardous.

20million

tons of toxic waste In the
pile, clalms the company

They dispute Dr Horgan's assertion
that there is at least 50million tons of
waste on the site - saying that it is ‘near-
er to 20million tons'.

A spokesman said: ‘Our plant and all
its facilities are designed to the best

ilable technologicel standards, we re-
ceive regular surveillance end we run a
very hi regulated site.

‘We are not going to comment on what
Dr Horgan has to say but the red mud is
non-hazardous, as classified by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.”

However, he then added that there was
a‘percentage of hazardous material’ but
said it was ‘a small percentage of the
overall residue’,

The Limerick plant uses a similar proe-
ess as that used at the site in Hungary
when disaster struck. It is called the
Bayer process and It refines bauxite
(aluminum ore) to produee aluminium
oxide, or alumina,

The red mud is the b; -]Lroduct of get-
ting aluminum out of t auxite, which
comes out of the ground contalning

many minerals, including some

heavy metals,

The process involves soaking the
ore in sodium hydroxide to sepa-
rate the aluminum from the un-
wanted minerals, creating the toxic
sludge or ‘red mud’,

At least two tons of bauxite -
3.6million tona of which is shipped
in from Brazil and west Africa each
year - is needed to produce just one
ton of alumina,

The red mud iz highly alkaline.

After the residue Is treated, it Is
Iaid out across the red mud pile via
a series of pipes and pu . The
Idea is that it dries but each newly
laid layer is then compacted under
fresher layers.

These layers can, as reporter
Philip Boucher Hayes pointed out
on RTE radio’s Drive Time yester-
day, dry under hot sunny condi-
tions. And, in the 1990s, this caused
a problem because in high winds,
toxic dust clouds were formed.

Dr Horgan recalls calling the fire

brigade out to hose down sections
of the red mud pile but the plant
hes since installed a sophisticated
sprinkler system.

He said last night: ‘Although dust
clouds have not been a problem at
the plant for a while, I have heard
about an incident in the past year.

As well a3 water spray to cut dowm
on dust, the plant also lays out
cheap hay which then rots and
forms as a sort of protective mesh
over the red mud.

‘The company claima its method of
treating waste in Limerick is supe-
rior to the Hungary plant.

In Hungery they use a ‘wet pond’
facility to treat the by-product, dif-
ferent from the * r‘{ -stacking”
method in Limerick. A spokesman
said; "The major advantage of the
Aughinish ‘dry stacking’ system ls
that the deposited residue Is not
hazardous waste.

‘It compacts and solidifies and
can be walked on and driven on to-
day. It also means the area can be

storage space is
still needed...

rk on toxic clean-up in Hungary

reinstated with vegetation and re-
turned to its natural state with rela-
tive ease. This methodology and
the process model and software
that we use for ‘mud farming’ has
been developed through research
and deveTogment at Rusal Aughin-
ish and is being patented as it is
Best Available Technology.”

Dust from this residue has, how-
ever, been blamed by local farmers
a3 the cause for problems with their
cattle as well as their health.

there have been a number of
ineidents over the years. A spray of
more than 5,000 litres of lime, baux-
ite and caustie soda sl erupted
into the alr in March 2008 after a
g_lressure failure at Lhe plant, send-
workers fleeing indoors,

e previous year, tons of caustic
soda overflowed from a storage
tank for more than three hours be-
fore body noticed.

The EPA was first informed by a
member of the public - and not the
company, as it was obliged to. In
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SHANNON
At 231 miles,
it Is the
country’s
key water-

Part of the
barrier
between the

A million tons of
waste created
each year with
20 million stored

onsite

‘MUD FARI

b}

HOW P

| MAIN PLANT

® 27 years old, the
factory creates
I tons of
alumina

SAY THEY CAN

DEAL WITH TONS OF RED SLUDGE

LAST night the plant’s owners, RUSAL,
Issued the following statement:

‘We would like to express our shock and
sadness for the tragic loss of Iife and the
Injurles suffered ’eoﬂ' following the
major accldent at the Hungarlan Ajkal
Rlanl owned by MAL Rt., the Hungarian

luminum Production and Trade

Company,
‘The RUSAL-owned Aughinish plant in
Umerick does not have a bauxite residue
lake or pond. That W?e of older processis
conventionally referred to as "wet
ponding”.

‘This method would not be given plan-
ning permission or licensed by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) In
Iretand.

‘Instead RUSAL Aughlinish uses the “dry
sd%:ckln'?' system of bauxite resldue

0sa

"lgnls dry stacking method utilises mod-
ern techno ta dewater the bauxite
residue within the process plant. The resl-

2003 a boiler maifunctioned - sending
plumes of thick black smoke inte the
air. That same year, an EPA survey
discovered emissions at the plant

problems experienced by the farmers
or their cattle. The EPA came out
with a report which dismissed the
claims and we support the report’s

ocessed
due Is washed, vacuum flitered and then

transferred to the dry stacking bauxite
residue disposal area (BRDA) as a thick

paste.
in the BRDA Itself, further drying takes
place using thin layer deposition and a

$60million and

when it comes to charity, a founda-
tion he has set u

around 400 mostly education

moblle plant technology termed “mud
farming®.

‘There, we use equipment known as an
Amphlroll, which has been developed spe-
cifically for modern bauxite resldue dis-
posal areas, to further dewater the

residue.

‘This equipment ensures that the maxi-
mum quantity of the remaining free water
Is removed from the residue.

‘This fluld along with rain water run-off
Is then recycied to the alumina plant.

‘The ma{gr advantage of the Aughinish

n:

“dry stacl system Is that the depos-
Ited residue Is not hazardous waste.

‘It compacts and solldifies and can be
walked on and driven on today.

‘It also means the area can be reinstated
with vegetation and returned to Its natu-
ral state with relative ease.

‘This methodology and the process
maode| and software that we use for “mud
farming” has been developed through
research and development at RUSAL

hands out between
100million-a-year to
initia-

dium terms. The

little danger of a disaster such the
Hungarian one in the short and me-
iate danger
lies in health hazards to employees

Aughinish and Is being patented as It Is
best avallable technology.

The EU Commission produced a Best Ref-
erence Document In 2005 to act as a
guideline for the design and operation of
current and future resldue disposal
facliities.

‘The EU technical experts visited the
RUSAL Aughinish bauxite residue disposal
area during the development of the BRef.
The BRlef statesthat the key feature of the
Aughinish design - dry disposal rather
than wet lake ~ makes it an example of
best avallable te:hnolo?y.

‘The BRef document Issued by the EU
Commisslon references the Aughinish
BRDA engineering design and operation
more than 18 times as examples of best
avallable technologrs.h

‘The RUSAL Aughinish BRDA Is subject to
g:,annlncnermbslon from Limerick County

uncll and aiso IPCClicensing and inspec-
tlon from the Environmental Protection
Agency.’

prolonged period 0

memory.

ly in winter-time b¥ an exceptionally
heavy rain, of the
type deseribed as the worst in living

were - in some cases - more than findin
seven times permitted levels, Originally designed to produce
A power fi caused a caustie va- 800,000 tons of alumina each year

pour cloud to be formed over the
g{lunl in May 2002 but an incident in
ay the previous year is its worst so
far. Then - when the company was
owned by a different firm - more than
500,000 litres of a }ﬂ#‘l)'ﬂy toxic alka-
line solution leaked from the plant.
Much of it went stralght into the
Shannon killing every plant and fish
life as it did. But yet again, a member
of the pubiie reported the spillage to
the EPA while the company at first
insisted the incident was minor one
and said just 50,000 litres had leaked.
‘The higher figure only emerged af-
ter an EPA investigation and led to
the plant owners being k
Last n'ifht., a spokesman for the
plant sald: ‘We do not aceept that the
plant is responsible for any health

when it opened in 1983, the plant is
now operating at more than double
the capacity.

Ita owner Oleg Vladimirovich Deri-

aska is estimated to be worth about

10.7billion, down somewhat on esti-
mations for his wealth in 2008.

Then he was ranked the 0th richest

erson in the world, according to the

‘'orbes rich list, with an estimated
$28billon fortune.

Nuelear physics graduate Deripas-
ka, who is married to former gian
President Boris Yeltzin’s grand
daughter, is rumoured to have links
to the Russian mafia,

These alleged links - furiously de-
nied - are believed to have been the
reason the US. temporarily sus-
pended hls access visa. No slouch

tives in Russia.
While hardly a household name
here, the 42-year-old father-of-two —

50,000

Litres of toxlc liquid
leaked at the plant in 2001

who is also involved in aireraft and
automobile manufacturing - is better
own in the .

In 2008, Peter Mandelson spent
time on Deripaska’s Queen K private

acht while he was serving as EU

de Commissioner.

At the time, he was involved in dis-
cussiona dealing with the reduction
of EU aluminium tariffs.

Dr Horgan sald last night: “There is

and loeal residents from much amall-
er scale leaks of dust and toxic mate-
rials into the alr and ground water,
and the danger in the longer term
when the plant closes down.

‘Apart from closure for economie
reasons, the plant will eventually be
forced to close due to lack of space to
store the red mud waste.

‘At Aughinish Island the plant is al-
ready experiencing waste sl!),oraze dif-
ficulties and they are getting around
this by piling the waste mound ever
higher, using containing walls of
stone.

*This requires eareful monitorin
and regular maintenanée which
continue as long as the plant remains
in operation. The inevitable eventual
closure of the plant could be a ‘disas-
ter waiting to happen’ several years
after closure.

It would be precipitated most like-

“The rains of 1947 are still part of
local folklore, and their like are prob-
ably due again.”

He added: ‘Unlike the Hungarian
disaster, when the Aughinish mud
pile starts to move, there will be no

stopping it.
“There will probably be a build-up
of water intemn: externally and

the mountain will simply burst
northwards into the estuary possibly
during a very high or spring tide.

‘It won’t just go westwards toward
the sea at Ballybunion, destroying
all in its path on both sides of the
estuary.

‘S8ome of it will also be washed to-
wards Limerick City, and towards
nearby S8hannon mirport and up the
River Fergus estuary, as the tides
come in twice a day.’

netl.michael@dailymail.ie
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€40m package to clean up Haulbowline toxic dump

Tuesday, October 04, 2011

THE Cabinet is expected to sign off today on a €40 million package to begin the clean-up of one of
Ireland’s largest toxic waste dumps.

By Eoin Enghsh

After years of surveys and reports on the contaminated for@ér Irlsh Steel/Irish Ispat plant in Cork
Harbour, the Cabinet is poised to approve the settin as\gké of €20m in the 2012 budget and €20m in
the 2013 budget to tackle the site on Haulbowlme&}

The site contains slag heaps — by products \§teel—making process — including the deadly
carcinogen chromium 6 and a number ofgé\ay}{? metals.

Minister for Agriculture, Marine anqy‘q@ Simon Coveney will seek approval for the package at this
morning’s Cabinet meeting. QQ
6\
“] am confident they will signoeﬁ‘\on this,” Mr Coveney said last night.
O

“Despite the difficult economic conditions, we are planning to set aside €40m over the next two
years to clean up this site.

“This is a strong signal of intent — a strong statement that we are serious about tacking this issue.”

Mr Coveney said the Gavernment has a legal obligation to put a proper framewark around how the
site is managed.

Mr Coveney volunteered earlier this year to chair an inter-agency task-force, involving government
departments, the Environmental Protection Agency and Cork County Council, to examine the
Haulbowline site, where some 500,000 tonnes of toxic waste are dumped.

The Irish Examiner first highlighted the Haulbowline toxic dump scandal in June 2008 when
environmental consultant Stephen Griffin blew the whistle.

He was one of several subcontractors employed by the state to remove some of the hazardous

materials from the polluted island.
© Irish Examiner Ltd, All rights reserved
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