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TRIM TOWN COUNCIL
Comhairle Baile Atha Troim

Clir. Philip Cantwell
Member of I'rim Town Council
“V{lia Maria®, Manorlands

Trim, Co. Meath,

Peace Commissioner

Tel:046 9431515 / Mobile: 0872880288

Environmen Proleclion Agency
Johnston Castle Estate
County Wexford
5™ June 2012

By emall to Office of the EPA, Office of Climate, Licensing & Resource @ 4:43pm

Dear Sik/Madam

On 16 December 2011, a large tailings pipe to fara’ sgﬁilings dam ruptured, this
altowad 2,500 cubic metres of tailings to escapgﬁp@spﬁe their sophisticated leak
detection systems and monitoring of the T(Jlltg@‘ﬁom and associaied large pipes
and pumps, these syslems failled/delayed @Q@@ﬁ:icd this leak. This requited a

major cleanup/inspection by EPA — thln@g@; Qg go wrong, hence my concerns.

| now wish lo reler to above cpplicgﬁ@&?review by Boliden Tara Mines Limited.
According to your Report, the Insp Yor has carried out a detailed review of the
lotal Mining Operation of Bohde&}%ra Mines Ltd. in County Meath.

(1) FUNDAMENTALLY FLAWED ’
The asscssments by the Inspector re this application js fundamentally flawed in

law, because in investigating the totality of this large mining operation. he failed

1o properly and or fully assess the main issue of safety, i.e. the long term stabliity
of Boliden Toro Mines Exi H P ten Dam and or the

take from the EPA’s Proposed De1ermmohon however from my reading of thus
document, reterence lo life has shown more concern for tourists, sheep, bats or
birds, with litle concern for Human Beings and or the loss of life or injuries resulting
rom a catastrophic failure of the dam walls. Reading the EPA/Board's Proposed

Dotormmcxhon it appears the EPA hcss noi heard of the fo!lowmg incidenl/s; -
in 1997, or

- . or the more recent
ungcmgn MAL mnng taiings dam tailure, whuch gnlgq_p_pg_qug_gm_it_ﬁy_@g_lz_
Why is the LPA prepared to issue their Proposed Recommendation withoul first
canying out a truly Independent Risk Assessment of all aspects of Boliden Tara
Minas large toxic Tailings Dam, before issuing a Proposed Delermination. why!
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(2) FUNDAMENTALLY FLAWED | '
The EPA and or their Inspector in their review of the Boliden Tara Mines er ‘IPPC
Licence have fundgmentally flawed in law, because in their assessment the EPA
has chosen to ignore the EU's Precqutionary Pdnciple. The EPA in accepling

Boliden's least expensive “upsiream method" of construction o increased the
capacity of thelr existing dom, which is located in the most unsultable location
because its upsiream of and in close proximity to the town of Navan with a
population of over 20,000 souls and close to two major rivers - yet the EPA are
prepared to issue their Proposed Determination without addressing the possible
consequences to sither or all possible consequences in the event of a partial or

total collapse — contrary to Ell's Precautionary Principle and a breach of EU law.

L lAU’l’HO ITY- ATH D

ii - i i agement .
In the EPAs Proposad Determination re Boliden Tara Mines, a major change to the
EPA's previous IPPC Licences has taken place without full and proper
consultation with all of the stakeholders, i.e. the Minister for Environment,
Community and Local Government and or with the County Manager of Meath
County Council. | am referting fo the major change re: tgae aftercare pertiod,
whereby oll reference 1o the words 'perpetual and otoeﬁerpemvry has been
removeadkond the RD {(Recommended Determinqti 1} of @ minimum-of 30 years
to calculate initial costings of the aftercare plardisfotally unacce g, For the
EPA to make this/such a maior {financial) chéhge during this unprecedented
time of financial stress for any Local Auihgﬁ@spemally during an ongoing
Clpphcahon for an IPPC Licence, will besa shinefield for the lawyers and will cause
major difficulties for Meath County Céusicll or for any other Local Authority in a
similar situation. | have notified the <1\5&}?\\isfer and the Manager of Meath County
Council of this major change by thie EPA as | consider the change improper
because of litle or no consuno n and will certainly be appealing this 1o the EU.

(4) FUNDAMEM'AI.LY FLAWED re TRUST, EPA Falled to consider actual examples

of breach of Trust by Boliden Tara Mines towards thelr disabl ers efc
As a Public Elected Raprasentative | believe “good faith" and “frustworthiness"
are essential in Boliden Tara Mines delivering on their commitment to provide a
stable, safe Tailings Dam Facility. It has been my sad experience in dedling with
Boliden Tara Mines for years as a former employee and a disabled worker of Tara
Mines and or on behalf of Tara's other disabled workers and pensioners, that Tara
Mines and their successor companies are prepared to behave contrary to their
obligations and prepared to use thelr substantial financial resources hiring legal
solicliiors and Senior Counsel to get their own way. Tara Mines have already sued
the State (Record No. 0056/R) to gain exira iax exemptiions. The State's Pensions
Ombudsman issue a Final Determination (attached) who found the Trustees of
the Tara Mines [comprising three members of Tara's management} were gullty of
"Maladminisitation”, dlso the Employer| Tara Mines} guilly of “Maladministration”.
Since Tara Mines and their successor Boliden Tara Mines Lid. are prepared to
behave in such a manner towards their disabled and pensioners fo make more
prof+is how can they be 1rus’red o behove with the utmost good faith" carry out
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The EPA and or their Inspector in their review of the Boliden Tara Mines Lid." IPPC
Licence have fundamentglly flawed in law. because they failed to address the %
risk to the rivers Blackwater and or Boyne in short-term and or long-term in the
eveni of either a parfial and or a total collapse of the dam wall and the release
of tailings and or toxic chemicals, and a major incident such as this has not been
fully address by the EPA, Referting to spilages and or emissions and or leakages
the EPA does not address the possible long term environmental damages to
either the river Blackwater and or the river Boyne or sfreams adjacent to the
tailings dom. The EPA has not addressed the issue of an alternale water source
for the major populated town of Droghedcrin the even to a mafor leak causing
shot‘r or long ’rerm polluﬂon fo the rlver Blockwa'rer ond or river Boyne | refer io

M@@M@Mﬂmﬁw bi fati
1997 {$.4. No, 94 of 1997] and the need for a st %lﬁable development of the
inland fisheries resource Including the cons Lzlo‘ ition of fish and other species of
[aung 01000100 Q1S QNC '-o-;-.gogo.oa 2 @COSYSIem

hl as for gs possible, ensure that its getivilies are carried out so gs to protect the

their Inspeclor in their review of the\Bﬁ |den Tdra Mmes Lid.' IPPC Licence have
fund flawed in law, because they failed to address the % risk to the
rivers Blackwaier and or Boynedind or habltat either in the short-term and or
long-term in the event of either a partial and or & {otal collapse of the dam wall
and the release of tailings and or toxic chemicals, and pollution following a major
incident such as this has nof been fully address by the EPA. Referring to spillages
and or emissions and or leakages the EPA does not address the possible long -
term environmental damages/consequences to either the river Blackwater and
or the river Boyne or streams adjacent to the tailings dam and or their damage In
contravention/protection of the Wiidlife's Habitot Directive

I am making this objection as a Public Elected Representative out of concern for
my country, the people of Meath, Louth, Ireland and the European Community.
Please confirm receipt of this letter of Objection with payment by credit card for
€224, i.e. €126 for cover fee for my Objection and €100 fee for an Oral Hearing.

&
- - Indegenden’r Councilior & Peace Commissioner
Enclosed/Atftached Final Determination from State's Pensions Ombudsman
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foture ballot

»

TAKE NOTICE that this Detecuination niay be appealed o the Bligh Court by
" any party to this complaint, within twenty-one days of the date hereof.

o
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