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Cllr. Philip Cantwell 
Member ol'l'rim Town Council 
"Vlllr Maria'', Minarlmds 
Trim, CaMwlh,  
P~AGC Commissioner 
TtltO;M 9431515 IMoWlc: 08728W288 

I I 

t n viro rim 8 n I Pro I e c; I io r 1 hg w 1c.y 

Johnston Castlc Estate 
County Wexford 

- - -.".--. 

Comhnirle Dalla Atha Roim 

P June 20 12 
8v em all to OMce of tho EPA. Office of Climo te. Licensinn & Resource Q 4:43pm 

Your Referenaea. Nu- 

Dear Sir/Matlurn c 

On 16 0ec:errit)ctr 701 1, a large tailings pipe to Iura's tailings dum ruptured, this 
allowrrd 2,500 cubic metres of tailings to escape. Despite their sophisticated leak 
dctcc tion systems and monitoring of I tie Tailirigs Dmri  o r i d  associated large pipes 
and pumps, these syslerris foiled/dclaycd to defcct this Icak. This reqiJired U 

oncerns. iiiuja clc~~iri~~~>/ir~spcctian by €PA - thtnas do Q o wona hence my c 

I now wish io refer to above application/review by Boliden Tam Mines Limited. 
Acxording to your Report. the Inspector has curried out a detailed review of the 
lo fd  Mining Operation of Boliden Tara Mines Ltd. in County Meath. 

, 

(1) FUNDAMEMALLY FL- 
The mcssrncnts by the inspector re this application js fundam- 

because in investigating the totality ot this large mining operation. he failed 
10 proDerly and or fully assess the main issue of sclfetv, i.e. the long term stability 
of Boliden Taro Mines' Existlna Dam or the Pronosed Ex tended Dam and or the 
conseauences in t h e m t  of 
maior -0nt d w e  to pllsj or JJQ- 

take from the EPA's Proposed Determination, however from my reading of this 
document. reterence to life hc'is stwwri rmre  (:oncxm tor tourists, sheep. bats or 
birth, wilt, litllc conccrn for Human Beings and or t hc  loss of life or injuries r@sulling 
horn o catastrophic failure of the dam walls. Heading thc FPA/Boortl's Proposed 
Dc:tcrmination. it appears the EPA has not heard of tho following im:kjeriI/s: - 
p c  Boliden Owned Los Frail m n a s  dam fail1 ire in Seain in 1997, or wc: Boliden's Aitik Mine t w d a m  fg ilure in Sweden in 20QQ , or the inare recent 
Hunclarion MAL mine tailings...dam failure, which Jdlled 10 m?oDle and inbred 120. 
Why is the! CPA prepared to issue their Proposed Recommendation wifhoul h s t  
( ; ~ i i i y i r q  oirt CY truly lndcpcndcnt Risk Asscssrncril of oll aspects of Boliden Tarn 
Minas large toxic Tailings Dum, before issuing a Proposecl Deleriiiiriation, why! 

the darn, CO urinq 
lffe Or Inludes, No wishing to 
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(2) FUNDAMENTMY PI AWcfp 
The EPA and or their Inspector in their review of the Bolliden Tara Miner Ltd.' IPPC 
licence have $ because in their assessment the WA 
has chosen to ignore EU' CrrYP . the EPA in accepting 
BdiderS's least expensk ' ' u p ~ h c d ~ ' ~ t r u c t l o n  to increased the 

* capaclty of their exfstlng dam, which is located in the most u.nsultable k d b n  
because its upstream of and in close proximity to the ]own of'Ndvan with a 
population of over 20,000 souls and close to two major rivers - yet the €PA are 
prepared to issue fheir Proposed Determination with out addressing the possible 
consequences to either or all possible consequences in the event of a partiul or 
total collapse - contrary to U's Precautionmv Princlc, le and a beach of EU law. 

(3) FU- - A foTEMTlAIhY U N - ~ ~ ~ ~ S K  FOR W 
D LOCA I AUlWORITY - MEATH COUNTY C0UNC;IL AN W H  STAR 

Con(;Wlon 10 of the FD Dmmissimina 8. Residyals Manaaement, 
In the EPAs Proposed Deterrninotlon re Bollden Tara Mines, a mafor change to the 

2 EPA's previous IPPC Licences has taken place without full and proper 
consultation with all of the, stakeholders, i.e. the Mfnister for Environment, 
Community and Locul Government and or with the County'Manclger of Meath 
County Council, 1 am referring fo the mujar change re: the aftercare period, 
whereby all reference to the words 'perpetual and or 'perpetuity' has been 
rernovedpclnd the RD (Recommended Determination) of a rvllnh~m.of 30 years 
fo calculale lnitlal costhgs of the aftercare dan Is fa tally unaccwtabb . For the 
EPA to make this/such a major (financial) change during this unprecedented 
time of financial sfress For any Local Authority especially during an ongoing 
application for an IPPC Licence, will be a minefield for the lawyers and will cause 
malor difficulties for Meath Cpunty Council or for any other Local AuthorlJry in a 

Council of this majorchange, by the EPA as I conside~r the change improper 
because of liHle or no consultation and will certainly be appealing this to the EU. 
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, slmllar situation. I huve notifled the Minister and the Manuger of Meath County 
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(4) FUNDAMNALLY P LAWED re tRUST. €PA Failed to consider actual exambles 
of breach of trust b y  Bolldasn Tara Mlnes towards thelr dlsahled work e rs etc 

As a Public Elected Representative I believe "good faith" and "trustworthiness" ' 
are essential In Boliden Tara Mines delivering on their commitment to provide a 
sfable, safe Tuilings Dam Facility. It has been my sad experience in dealing with 
Boliden Tdra Mines for years as a former employee and a disabled wqker of Tara 
Mines and or on behalf of Tara's other disabled workers and pensionet's, that Tam 
Mines and their successor companies are prepared to behave contrary to thelr 
obligations and prepared to use thelr substanfial financial resources hiring legal 
soliclfors and Senior Counsel to get their own way. Tam Mines have already sued 
the State (Record No. 0056/R) to gain extra tax exemptions. The State's Pensions 
Ombudsman issue Q Final Determination (attached) who found the Trustees of 
the taro Mines [comprising three members of Tara's management) were guilty of 
"Maladminist~tion'~, also the Employer( Tara Mines} guilly of "~aladministratlo~". 
Since Tam Mlnss and their successor Bollden Tara Mines Lfd. are prepared to 
behave in such a manner towards their disabled and pensioners fo make more, 
profits, how can they be trusted to behave with the utmost good faith" c- 

to xaste mo ney to exncrn_d th etr dam due to close in 20 1 rl. 
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