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Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 

5"' October 20 1 I 

Our Ref: E00103/2011 
Your Ref: SOO16-01 

Ann Kehoe. 
Programme Officer, 
Office of Climate, Licensing and Resource Use, 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
J o h n s t o w n Cast I e Est at e, 
Wexford, 
C o . Wexford 

I L===--J Initials 

Re: SOO16-01 Dumping at Sea Permit application from Iarnrod Eireann in relation to 
Rosslare Europort, County Wexford 

A Chara, 

I refer to your recent notification with respect to the above proposed clevelopinent application. 
Outlined below are the nature conservation observations antl recomiiientlutions of the Department 
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, for your consideration. 

All cetaceans are listed under Annex IV (including those i n  Annex 11) of Council Directive 
92/43/EEC. Accordingly, under Article 12 of that Directive. i t  is an offence t o  deliberately capture, 
disturb or kill a cetacean or take actions that result i n  cleterioration o r  clestruction of their hi-eeding 
sites or resting places within Ireland's Exclusive Economic Zone. Furthermore. dolphin species. 
porpoise species. seal species. and whale species are protected wild animals unclzl- the Wildlife 
Amendment Act and i t  is an offence to wilfully interfere with or destroy the breeding place or 
resting place of any protected wild animal. With rettrcnce to the above provi\ions. the Department 
wo 11 I cl recom mend that the fo I I ow i iig in i t i  g n t i ng ine as II res be ;it t ac hecl t o  the c 011 se 11 t : 

A qiialified and experienced marine maminal obsei-\,er ( M M O )  should he appointed. with 
appro pri a te opt i c al ecp i pine n t to in on i tor for mar i ne 111 am mal \. to info riii the re le van t 
soil id- prod tic i rig operations and to I og ;I I I re I c van t events 11 5 i ng s t m c l a  I-cl i sed data forms. 
The MMO should conduct pre-start up constant effort watcheh at least 30 rninutes before the 
sound- prociu c i ng activity is tl Lie to coin ineiice, con t i n 11 i rig iii o 11 i tori 11 g tlii ri n g antl for 3 0 
min LI tes fo I I ow i rig the activity . 
The use of supplementary acoustic monitoring (e.g.. hydrophone. PAMGUARD) may assist 
in marine inammal detection and this is also encouraged. However i t  will not be acceptable 
as the priinary or sole monitoring tool. 
Unless specific information is otherwise available to inform the mitigation process (e.g., 
sound attenuation data), operations should not commence if marine mmiinal:, are detected 
within a 500 m radial distance of the intended sound source. i.e. within the Monitored Zone. 
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Marine mammals should not be harassed 01- chased from the area but allowed to leave of 
their own accord. Acoustic deterrent devices should not be used as a method to prevent 
animals from entering or remaining within the S00m Monitored Zone or any other nearby 
a re ii . 
In waters up to 200m deep. sound-producing activity should not commence unt i l  at least 30 
minutes have elapsed with no marine mainmal detections by the on-site MMO. 
Once begun. the activity may continue i f  weather conditions deteriorate or if marine 
in am ma 1 s en te r the 5 00 in M o n i t orecl Zone lo I I owing s t ;I t-t - U p. 
Full reporting on MMO operations ancl mitigation unclei-taken should be made to 
-.-_____..-A o f f s h o r e ~ a h c . ~ ~ ~ v . i e  ____ within 1 month of completion of ~ . o r k s .  

Kindly forward any further information received or in the event of a decision being niacle a copy of 
same to the following address as soon as i t  issues: 

The Manager, 
Developnient Applications Unit (DAU 1, 
Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, 
Newtown Road, 
Wexford 

manager.dau @ahg.gov.ie 

I n  adclition. please acknowledge receipt of these observation\ by return 

Is mise le meas. 

Paul McNlahon, 
Development Applications Unit 
t: (053) 911 7381 
e: paul.mc.mahon@ahg.gov.ie 

Please note the changes to e-ninil contact detciils, which take ejyect ,fi.om Monday, 15"' il iigiist 
2011. 
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