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Worst weekend 
with smell 
Corranure 

Linda O’Reilly 
Iinda@anglocelt.ie .- 

A CAVAN lobby group has 
welcomed a move by the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency 
@PA) to issue a review of the 
licence granted to Oxigen 
reducing the amount of biodc 
gradable waste that it can accept 
at the Corranure landfill on the 
outskirts of Cavan town. 

Cian Murtagh, the chairman 
of the Cavan Better Waste Man- 
agement group told The Anglo- 

that residentsixlthevicinity Cian Murtagh outlines the committee view point at a previous 
Of “the Cavan Better Waste Management meeting. Photo: Adrian Donohoe worst weekend ever” last week- 
end with the stench from the 
landfill. of biodegradable waste going to 

He said that both he and thislandfillandtoimposestrin- 
iiicmbers of the committee gent new conditions to mini- 
h ) k  countless calls over the mise odour at the landfill,” said 
weeltencl and 011 Monday from an EPA release. 
“very angry people” living all While welcoming the EPA’s 
around the landfill in Drumalee decision to restrict further the 
mcl Ballyhaise. ‘They were amount of biodegradable waste 
complaining of waking up in the (which causes the smell) com- 
night, children being sick and ing into the landfill, Mr. Mur- 
terrible headaches. It was the tagh is insisting that the EPA 
worst weekend ever.” said Mr. enforce the new terms strictly. 
Mur kigh. ‘To date, Oxigen has shorn 
In a statement, the EPA said complete disregard for direct 

that Corranure was one of a instructions from the EPA. We 
number of landfills being re- feel they won’t listen and they 
viewed by the EPA. As part of won’t heed the more stringent 
the rcview process, objections conditions,” he said. 
can be made to the EPA to arrive “When you read reports eve- 
110 later than November 16. ry two months going back two 

As part of that review the EPA years and the first line reads ‘the 
has issued a draft revised land- level of non-compliance at this 
fill Licence for Corranure and facility is causing great concern 
imposed a number of stringent to the EPA’, it doesn’t give you 
new conditions to minimise much confidence,” added Mr. 
odour from the facility. Mur tagh . 

“The proposed change to the He further called on the EPA 
landfill licence wasinstigated by to close Corranure to landfill 
h e  EPA to reduce the amount as it did last Christmas until 

the odour is rectified and force 
Oxigen to pay a full-time EPA of- 
ficial based at the landfill. 

That said, Mr. Murtagh 
agreed that if Oxigen abide by 
the new licence terms, it would 
have an “immediate effect” on 
the odour at the landfill. 

It’s expected, following the 
latest direction from the EPA, 
that Oxigen will now accelerate 
its plans to develop a biological 
treatment facility adjacent to the 
Corranure Civic Amenity Cen- 
tre, which would deal specifi- 
cally with biodegradable waste. 

Oxigen has applied to the 
EPA for a licence to process up 
to 200,000 tonnes of waste annu- 
ally in the new recycling park 
and biological treatment facility 
and An Bord Pleanda is expect- 
ed to adjudicate on plans for the 
new 6,000 sq. ni. plant. 

Oxigen has said that the ad- 
dition o€ a biological treatment 
facility to its operations will di- 
vert 95% of organic waste from 
landfill, which is responsible for 

producing the offensively smell- 
ing methane gas. 

However, Cian Murtagh has 
said that Cawin Better Waste 
Management is still opposing 
the plans for the MBT plant, 
largely on the basis of Oxigen’s 
track record at Corranure and 
the h c t  that people don’t have 
faith in them to run the facility 
properly. 

€le noted that Cavan County 
Council officials and councillors 
travelled with Oxigen recently 
to see a fully functioning MBT 
plant in Germany but Mr. Mur- 
tagh said that members of Cav- 
an Better Waste Management 
declined’to go on the trip. 

‘They went to see an excel- 
lent facility in Germany run by 
an excellent company with a 
proven track record. They’re 
not comparable. They’re miss- 
ing the point,” remarked Mr. 
Murtagh. 

However, County manager 
Jack Keyes is on the record as 
saying that Cavan intends to 
be one of the first counties in 
the country to move towards 
the type of biological treatment 
technology that is common- 
place in Europe and which the 
council sees as key to diverting 
waste from landfill. 

Despite this, the Cavan Better 
Waste Management group be- 
lieves it has a “fighting chance” 
of achieving its original goal 
- getting the Corranure landfill 
closed when its licence expires. 
Capacity at the landfill is expect- 
ed to run out some time in 2012. 

At the time of going to print, 
no reply had been received from 
Oxigen in relation to the latest 
developments. 

l e  Department of Agriculture, Cavan celebrated 20 years in Cavan this weeken 
lembers gathered to remember deceased staff of the Department with Minister Bi 
)r full story, see page 2. 

h e a d  Hogan 
nead@anglocelt re 

OME help Iiours have been 
it back with the rehult that 
)me are putting in extra tinic 
npaid, out oi a personal senw 
t duty, members of CCivj,w 
ounty Council have claimed 
A call for the IEE  to stop 
ianging home helps lor ritl- 
-1y people at short notice, 
lade by Cllr. John O’Hare at 
[onday’s meeting of thr coun- 
1, sparked the outcry about 
3me help cutbacks. 
‘There seems to be a wide- 

read practice throughout the 
iuntry of home helps being 
ianged at short notice,” ac- 
)rding to Cllr. O’Hase, who 
lid “numerous representa- 
ins” had been made to him 
)out such cases. He called for 
letter to be written to Minister 

__ - 
for Health Mary Harney and 
l’rofcssor Brendan Drumm, 
chief executive of the HSE, 
lo stop the practice which he 
said was “very upsetting” for 
old and vulnerable people after 
building up a relationship with 
their home help 

Other counc~llors, however, 
joined in voicing concern about 
home help services being cut 
hack, with some saying they 
know of cases where home 
helps work extra time voluntar- 
ily because of their own com- 
mitment to the service usel. 

‘There have been major cut- 
backs,” said Cllr. Pauline Mr- 
Cauley for Sinn FCin “Some 
people get as litlle as 15 nun- 
Utes a day. What good is that to 
anyone?” she asked, pointing 
out that if these quarter-hours 
arp added together, It leaves 
the service user without any 

visit another d 
pening is that 
do more volu 
that’s what t 
wants, I don’t 
mented. 

Other counc 
dotal evidence 
C k .  Maura 
said she knew 

of help for was 
clothes and 
this could be 
Cllr. Madeleine 
knows some h 
stay on past tl- 
which puts thc 
sure, and Cllr. E 
he knows an 88 
hours were cut 
week. 

“If people a 
half-hour, home 
more,”said Cllr. 

MS who gets 4: 
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