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The s1te 1s adjacentcfo Lough Sillan, which is in the Lough Oughter and Assoc1ated
. Loughs Spemal Area of Conservation (SAC) (Site Code 007). A copy of the site
'DUBLIN 2 -Synopsis 1s attached for your information.
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The plant abstracts water from the SAC and the discharge is to the same system.

We note the likelihood of impacts on water quality in the SAC. Any discharge must

~ conform with guidelines set down by the EPA . If these guidelines are monitored and
e enforced there. should be no. negatlve 1mpact on the SAC
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SITE SYNOPSIS
| | . o :

SITE NAME: LOUGH OUGHTER AND ASSOCIATED LOUGHS
; t [

. ! l.ll .

‘ ‘ SITE CODE: 000007 1 Tl 8

| |

Lough Oughter and its assoc1ated lorllghs occupy much of the lowland drumlin belt in
‘ north and central Cavan between Upper Lough Erne, Killeshandra and Cavan town.

l The site is a maze of waterways, 1slandsI small lakes and peninsulas including some
I, 90 inter-drumlin lakes and 14 basms[ in the course of the Erne River. The area lies on
Silurian and Ordovician strata with € (‘arbomferous limestone immediately
surrounding.

This site is a candidate Special Area1 of Conservation for natural eutrophic lakes and
bog woodland, two habitats listed on Annex I of the E.U. Habitats Directive and for
the otter, a species listed on Annex Il of the same Directive. The site also contains
areasof dry woodland marsh, reedb ed Wd wet pasture }
A P
Drainage within the area 1s inefficient and the water legedls prone to natural fluctuation
as aresult. The regularly flooded areas still acco\nh@date a Varlety of specialist plant
~ species such as Amph1b1ous B1stort (Polygor@ﬁi@b?nphzbmm) and Marsh Foxtail
(Alopecurus genzculatus) as well as rarer %@;‘es such'as Needlle Spike- Rush
(Eleocharzs aczcularzs) and Lesser Mag}sh\?@rt (Apium znundatum) }
] KO ‘ -
The lakes and basins ale shalloleafn ﬁe water well mixed and nutrient rich
(eutrophic). The aquatic flora is yéﬁed with several pondweed species such as Blunt-
leaved Pondweed (Potamogetqs obtuszfolzus) Shining Pondweed (Potamogeton
lucens), Broad-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton natans), Reddish Pondweed
(Potamogeton alpinus) and Various-leaved Pondweed (Potamogeton gramineus).
_ Typical in the zone of aquatic plants are Yellow Water-lily (Nuphar lutea), Canadian
- Pondweed (Elodea canadeénsis), Mare’s Tail (Hippuris vulgaris), Water Milfoil
. (Myriophyllum spicatum), Brodkhme (Veronica beccabunga), Water Dropwort
(Oenanthe spp.) and Starwort (Callztrzche sp.). The aquatic community includes
species of limited distribution in Ireland such as the Duckweed species Lemna gibba
and szrodela polyrhzza
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(Sagittaria sagzttzfolza) Flowering Rush (Butomus umbellatus) and Greater Spearwort
(Ranunculus lingua) may be locally prominent.

There are many variations on th1s typlcal zonat1on of sheltered shores with species

such as Reedmace (Typha spp.), Branche 4B -Reed (Spargamum erectum) and Reed

Canary-grass (Phalaris c%rundmacie” )ﬂga1n1'r|1|g local plroﬂmmencle More exposed shores

lack the extensive swamp Zones, here smaller species sﬁuch as iCommon Splke Rush
(Eleocharzs palustrzs) can be found Ly 1,

a R D ;

i 1 . ' tord I l
~ Level, wet pastures tend vto be domlrlated h}’/ Creeping |Bent (Agrostzs stolomfera) and
" Rush species (Juncu's sp. ) with a scattermg of marshlarﬁd and \vaet grassland plants
such as Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustrzs) Water Forget -me-not (Myosotis

scorpiodes) and Yellow II‘lS (Irzs pseudacorus) Soft Rush (lemcus eﬁ’zitsus) 1s most
abundant with frequent Hard Rush (Junclus linflexus) arlld Sharp Flowered Rush
(Juncus acutiflorus) and less W1despread Conglomerate Rush (Juncus conglomeratus)

. 1
also occurring. A o '|
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Where a general lack of grazing pressure! ora partlcular slope has allowed it,

~ deciduous woodland- has re- estabhsililedugltslelf behind the reedb'eds Tw’o specres of

Willow (Salix caprea and Salix'cinered ‘1 att cothrion cor@ituents along with Alder -
(Alnus glutinosa), Downy Birch (Betula pubescens), I—éﬁ%el (Corylus avellana) and
* Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna). Along submetg@@f*margms Alder and Willow are
- most commonly found with a flooded understéf‘g&gtypwally containing Reed Canary-

" grass, Meadow Sweet, Yellow Flag and n@ffo \es Tufted Sedge (Carex elata) and
Greater Tussock Sedge (Carex panzcul @*Downy Berh occurs alohg lake edges
and also forms stands of wet woodl oﬁ cutoyer bog with varying degrees of wet
and dry peat. Purple Moor—grass@M\gﬁ’ma caerulea), Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla
palustris) and Bog Moss (Sphagrgz?% sp.) occur in areas with pools and dry areas.
Where there is dry peat, Brac (Pterzdzum aquilinum), Bramble (Rubus fruticosus
agg.) and Gorse (Ulex sp.) egcur under the Birch canopy. Birch dominated wood is
also found in association with Ling Heather (Calluna vulgaris) bog.

In areas of wét bog with good Sphagnum cover, bog woodland has developed. Downy
Birch characterises this habitat; other typical species include Purple Moor-grass '
(Molinia caerulea) and Bottle Sedge (Carex rostrata).

. Dry broad-leaved woodland is characterised by Ash (Fraxinus excelsior), Hazel Holly o

' (llex aquzfolmm) and Oak (Quercus spp.), while shrubs include Blackthorn (Prunus e ! 7

I spmosa) Spmdle (Euonymus europaeus) and Guelder Rose (Viburnum opulus) lThe 1ot

Red Dita Book species Bird'Cherry (Prurius padis) has also been recorded from the e

: té ’*l"iThelclayey‘ so1lsrhave a characteristic flora, including Wood Avens (Geum I -

L | }l B Wl‘urbanum) Wood SOtr l(Oxalzs acetosella), Primrose (Przmula vulgarzs) Herb" SRNEE
210 v Robert (Geranium robertzanum) and Wood Sedge (Carex sylvatzpa) :
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’substantlal population of water birds 1nclud1n3 internationally
“important nun‘lbers[ olf; Wﬂoop}er Swan (average peak 23 1) ahd r“l‘a 10nally important
numbers of Tufted lDIHCk (average péak 247) and Cormorant (a‘v“e rage peak 130) as
well as 1mportant numbers of )spemes such as Greenland: Wh1t ‘} Lfronted Goose, Great

i The site supports a
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% o seor and Pochard Lapwing, Smpe an Jolden Plover also
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utilise the wet grassland areas. Wildfowl Sanctuaries exist at Inchin Lough Derrygid
Lough, Farnham Lough, Derrybrick Lough, Dernnlshbeg Lough and Annagh Lough.
Part of the site is designated an SPA under the EU Blrds D1rect1ve

{ Otter, a species listed on Annex II of the E. 'U Habrtats Drrectlve occurs at the site.

; ' Irish'Hare has also been recorded. Both ofnthese species are listed in the Irish Red

| Data Book and are legally protected under the Wildlife Act 1976.

The main threats to the quahty of the site - are water pollutlng activities such as run-off
from fertiliser and slurry apphcatlon and sewage discharge which have raised the

‘ nutrient status of some lakes to hypertrophlc Housing and boating developments are

i ' on the increase, adjacent to and! within thé 51te respectively. There is also significant

| fishing and shooting pressure on and ‘around the lakes: Increased afforestation has
resulted in some loss of wetland habitat and also loss of feeding ground for wintering
birds such as Greenland White—fronted Geese.

I The Lough Oughter area contalns 1mportant examples of two habltats listed on Annex

' I of the E.U. Habitats Directive and supports a population of the Annex II species,

otter. The site as a whole is ther best 1nlan“dﬂ‘ example ofa, ﬂooded drumlin landscape in
_Ireland and has many rich. and varied. blologlcal commu rﬁfés Nowhere elseinthe  —
country does such an intimate mixture of land and watsr occur over a comparable

area, and many of the species of wetland plants,oéérr@ considered quite commonplace

in Lough Oughter and its associated loughs a@gn requent elsewhere.
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