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“" OwrRef- PL 04218581
P.A.Reg.Ref> 06/6651
Your Ref:

Environmental Protection Agency,
The Licenses Unit, P.O.Box 3000,
Public Office Headquarters,
Johnstown Castle Estate,

Co. Wexford.

2 1 MAR 2007

Appeal Re: Combined waste and power facility which will use anaerobic
digestion to treat non-hazardous organic wastes and all.
associated site works.

Ballard, Araglin, Fermoy, Co. Cork.

Dear Secretary,

An order has been made by An Bord Pleanala determining the above-mentionedappeal under
the Planning and Development Acts 2000 to 2006. A copy of the order is egplosed.
NS

&
In accordance with section 146(3) of the Planning and Development A€t 2000, the Board will
make available for inspection and purchase at its offices the d f{xﬁl’ts relating to the appeal
within 3 working days following its decision. In addition, the?Beard will also make available

the Inspector's Report and the Board Direction on the appgﬁ oft'its website (Www.pleanala.i¢).

This information is normally made available on the lisg@? décided cases on the website on the

Wednesday following the week in which the decisi&gﬁo @%de.
' 6N
((0\ %'\\0)
Yours faithfully, 6\c,OQ
&
U - G &
Maeve Shaw

Administrative Assistant
Direct Line:

Encl:

BP 100n.ltr
e MENTAL PROTECTION
: ENVIRONMENTAL PROTE
;E . AGENCY

\ 92 3 MAR 2007

W0230-0

~————

An Bord Pleandla

64 Sriid Maoilbhride,
Baile Atha Cliath 1.

Tel: (O1) 858 8100
LoCall: 1890 275 175
Fux: (01) 872 2684
Web.http//www.pleanala.ic
cmail:bord @pleanala.ic

.| Dublin [.

04 Marthorough Strect.
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An Bord Pleanala

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000 TO 2006
Cork County
Planning Register Reference Number: 06/6651

An Bord Pleanla Reference Number: PL 04.218587

APPEAL by Valley Residents’ Association care of Ngénan Linehan Carroll Coffey

of 54 North- Main Street, Cork and by David Malon€ of 60 Saint Joseph’s Terrace,
Portarlington, County Offaly and by Valeco L@mt@f care of McCutcheon Mulcahy of
6 Joyce House, Barrack’s Square, Ballincgflig; County Cork against the decision
made on the 20th day of June, 2006 by C:@?{i%funty Council to refuse permission to
the said Valeco Limited. - . S @K@O\ '

SRS
: 09 & 1
\0) ‘
PROPOSED DEVELOPMEI%;&\\ Development of a combined waste and power
facility on a site of 17 hectafes. The proposed facility, which will use anaerobic

digestion (AD) to treat nog;Eff\azardous organic wastes, will ‘generate electrical power

and produce soil conditioner. The facility will process some 250,000 tonnes per -

annum of non-hazardous organic wastes comprising circa 190,000 tonnes of liquid

St T T E oo 2

P W e o

meat and bone meai (MBM). It ‘wiil inciude the creation of a new entrance onto the™
public road. The ex1st1ng pnvate, residential; dwelhng, garden and barn will be -

maintained with the current access'road 'pr0v1d1ng access to' the dwelhng only. 'The
development site will be regraded over three levels. The lowest level located to the

south-east will comprise the biofilter with an approximate area of 8,800 square

metres. The intermediate area will have an average ground: elevation of 129 metres
OD and will incorporate the main tank farlrn which will comprise a total of 20 tanks
including digester, storage, pre-storage ancill Tanaero,blc b1oﬁ1ter tanks with pumps and.
heat exchangers at a height of 24.29 metres”lt w111 ialso include two number gas flares
37.3 metres hrgh and two number gas cleamng vessels 22[metre|s high. The upper
level will be located approxrrnately 10 metres above. the process area with a ground
elevation ranging from 144 metres OD at the entrance to the. fac111ty to 139 metres OD
at the waste acceptance area. This level will 1ncorporate| a seven metres high garage
(1,500 square metres); a seven metre h1|gh administration bulldmg (1,200 square
metres) comprising canteen laboratory and two-storey office area; a 14 metre high

storage hall (9,000 square metres); a 12 metre high powerhouse (3,655 square
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metres); reception building 12 metres high (1,090 square metres to include truck
wash, boiler room, workshop, reception areas, two underground storage tanks and gas
engine stack 30.3 metre high; gas treatment and metering area; process building 20
metre high (1,880 square metres) to include band dryer, separation, evaporation,
condensate, pellitizer, reactor areas, reception tanks and gas flares 37.3 metres high.
The waste acceptance area will comprise waste reception tanks and plant and
equipment including a tank farm of eight storage, test digester and recycling tanks.
The ancillary facilities will include two number fire ponds, two number weighbridges,
pipe racks, six number cooling towers 9.97 metres high, and all other ancillary site
development works and services including wells for water supply, security fencing,
security gates, service roads, retaining walls, ramps and embankments all at Ballard,
Araglin, Fermoy, County Cork.

DECISION

REFUSE permission for the above proposed development based on the reasons
and considerations set out below.

REASONS AND CONSIDERATIONS

4 ¥ i PR o e N L s
lt |, "‘ IR " ! ! l L S ‘;r. l {}

[
'.fa0111t1es needs to be associated with and ahgned with' the' strateg1c waste
management, planning and renewable energy poligies and plans for that reglon
in order to achieve balanced, orderly de¥e€lopment. Furthermore, it is
considered that the development of w%sfe@)d energy infrastructure pursuing
optimum utilisation of the waste sourge and energy emanating from the waste-
to-power production process is gegiiired in order that such development
positively contributes to the, ehg\l‘ronment It is also considered that the
proposed development Woul@@oﬁﬁlct with these requirements by reason of -
: \o) \
(a) - the siting of the (ﬁ:lllty remote from centres of production of the
principal usea%owaste streams proposed

1. v is con51dered that the pr0V151on of reglonally 51gn1ﬁcant Waste and power -

o

o _
(b) the failure to make adequate use of the heat generated arising from its .

process design and remote rural siting,

(c)  the unproven viability of the proposed process technology using the
intended range of feedstock and at the scale proposed,

L (d)  the unsultablhtyfof the use of meat and bone meal as a waste source .

v .;;:» : and' "‘h [ v . SN [

(e) the failure to consider the siting of the deVeiopment of the proposed
facility with ready access to the national road network and, if possible,
rail links.

- The proposed development would, therefore, be contrary to the proper

planning and sustainable development of the area.
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2. Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development, to the type

: and quantity of wastes proposed to be used at the facility and to the

. consequent transportation movements generated in the sourcing of the wastes

and in the distribution of end product, it is considered that the proposed waste

and power plant, would give rise to unsustainable transportation movements

on a substandard local road network and would, notwithstanding the proposed

road improvement works to the local roads, endanger public safety by reason

of traffic hazard and obstruction of road users. The proposed development

would, therefore, be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable
development of the area.

3. The site of the proposed development is located in a prominent position on the
foothills of the Kilworth Mountains, an area of scenic and natural amenity
value. The local road network to the west, ggrth and east of the site at this
location is a designated scenic route @ﬁc Route A3) in the current Cork
County Development Plan and it i ig Kgb_]CCtIVe of the development plan to
preserve the character of the vi s.and prospects obtained from this scenic
route. It is considered that t&e@,\proposed development, at this prominent
location in an open valley, ‘Qgéi&ﬁson of its scale, height, mass and bulk, would -
result in a significant a é@ impact on the landscape character of the area,
generating significant v1g§l intrusion and leading to a disproportionate effect
on the existing charactér of the landscape. The proposed development would
contravene materi g%‘i objective as set out in the development plan, would
serlously injure the visual amenities of the area and would, therefore, be
contrary to the proper plannmg and sustamable development of the area.

Tl | |
ﬁ'![tl C 3 . o
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4, It is considered that the Environmental Impact Statement accompanying the
application, which was lodged with the planning authority on the 26th day of
April, 2006, does not comply with the requirements of article 94 and Schedule
6 to the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 due to the lack of
details of material significance and substance relating to considerations on the
overall development with regard to impacts on human beings, soil, water, air,
material assets, the inter-relationship between these factors, and an outline of
the main alternatives studied, with particular regard to:

(a) the lack of understanding of the suitability of the soil conditioner for
landspreading, having regard to the range of wastes proposed to be
used at the facility, )

(b) the lack of clarity on the volumes of soil conditioner to be produced on
the site, having regard to the quantities of dry waste to be handled on
the site and the likely reduction in the volumes of waste arising from
the anaerobic digestion process,

(c).  -the failure to adequately COIlSIdCI‘ altematlve sites,
- "} Eod :(., A doo ‘;.‘ £
(d) 'the 1nadequacy of the env1ronmenta1 criteria used to determme the
selection of the Ballard site,
&
(e) the lack of a comprehensive descr@f’\ on and consideration of the
anaerobic digestion technology g@%gét’ed for the proposed facility,

3] the inadequacy of the extegﬁéﬁ‘tfe traffic assessment undertaken, and

(g) the need for a baselugiéf sﬁldy on groundwater to adequately determine
the condition of ]@e sﬁ\e at present arising from the former operations
and identifying tkl@%etalled management and rehabilitation/restorative

' measures pr ego%ed prior to the construction of the proposed
developments*

The Board is, therefore, precluded from con81der1ng a grant of plannmg

pCITIIISSIOH N this instafnce.

C » ! . ; ‘-il\"“
o S ol X . R "H

Mefnber of An Bord Pleanala
duly authorised to authenticate
the seal of the Board. !

Dated thnsall day of /l/(.z,/\-oé\zom.
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